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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  oi  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and 
the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of 
these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintend¬ 
ent,  under  whose  able  administration  volumes  6-14  were  published. 
Professor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Academy  September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  W. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels 
acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  m  different  parts  of  the 
world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and 

dl  I?  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  in¬ 
cluding  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special 
reports  of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of 
bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships  as 
they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been  repro¬ 
duced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from  the 
carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspond¬ 
ence  between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the 
work  would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore 
has  spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been 
obtained,  and  they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of 
the  work.  The  reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly 
complete.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate 
records  are  not  equally  complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in 
collecting  them,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives 
of  the  Confederate  Navy  Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Frequent  careful  searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the 
country,  conducted  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Department,  have 
brought  to  light  many  duplicates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the 
personal  files  of  participants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will 
revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead 
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them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  whereabouts  of  any 
papers  bearing  upon  naval  operations  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they 
may  have  knowledge. 

The  twenty-fifth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  25),  which 
has  recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations 
of  the  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters  from  May  18,  1863,  to  Feb¬ 
ruary  29,  1864.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  26)  gives  the 
operations  of  the  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters  from  March  1  to 
December  31,  1864. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscella¬ 
neous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement 
of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  wdll  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  March,  191 /+. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1904): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of 
the  Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  author¬ 
ized  of  said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the 
purpose  of  this  distribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records 
in  public  libraries,  and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libra¬ 
ries,  so  far  as  such  libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and 
each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  are  published,  until  the  publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets 
that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be 
sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per 
centum  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered 
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into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered 
to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Sena¬ 
tors,  Representatives,  or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same, 
who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  indi¬ 
viduals.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at 
whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis¬ 
tributed  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in 
said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for 
supplying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23,  1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

♦  The Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have  any 
Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval  War  Records, 
Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N.,  1862. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1884. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1865. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

UNITED  S  TA  TES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON 

MARCH  1  TO  DECEMBER  SI,  1864 ■ 


Name.  '  Rate. 


Abraham . 

Fourth. 

Alexandria . 

Fourth. 

Alfred  Robb . . 

Fourth. 

Argosy . . 

Fourth. 

Avenger . . . 

Fourth. 

Benefit . . 

Fourth. 

Benton . . . 

Fourth. 

Black  Hawk . 

Third . . 

Brilliant . 

Fourth. 

Carondelet. . 

Fourth. 

Champion . 

Fourth. 

Chickasaw . 

Fourth. 

Chillicothe . . 

Fourth. 

Choctaw . 

Third.. 

Cincinnati . 

Fourth. 

Covington . . . 

Fourth. 

Cricket . 

Fourth. 

Curlew . 

Fourth. 

Dahlia . 

Fourth. 

Eastport . 

Third.. 

Elfin  i . 

Essex . 

Fourth. 

Exchange . 

Fourth 

Fairplay . 

Fourth 

Fairy 2 . 

Fourth 

Fourth 

Fern . . 

Fourth 

Fourth 

Fort  Hindman . 

Fourth 

Gazelle . 

Fourth 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

800 

Inspection  boat . 

60 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

86 

. do . 

219 

. do . 

750 

Ram . 

52 

Naval  transport . 

1.033 

Ironclad . 

'  902 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

226 

Stem-wheel  steamer . 

512 

Ironclad . 

115 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

970 

Ironclad . 

203 

. do . 

1,004 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

512 

Ironclad . 

224 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

156 

. do . 

196 

. do . 

50 

Paddle-wheel  steamer  (tug) . 

800 

Ironclad . ..." . 

614 

Ironclad . 

211 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

156 

173 

174 

. do . „ . 

50 

Screw  steamer  (tug) . . . 

260 

Stern-wheel  steamer . 

286 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . . 

117 

Guns. 


0 

2 

4 
8 
6 
2 

16 

16 

8 

11 

5 
4 
3 
8 

13 

8 

7 

8 
0 
8 
8 

12 

7 

8 
8 

7 
0 

8 
7 

6 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have 
anv  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  N aval  War  Records, 
Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1  Formerly  W.  C.  Mann. 

J  Formerly  Maria. 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  TIIE  MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON 
MARCH  1  TO  DECEMBER  31,  186.$— Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Guns. 

General  Bragg . 

Fourth.... 

950 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

2 

General  Burnside . 

Fourth.... 

?01 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

5 

General  Grant . 

Fourth.... 

204 

General  Lyon . 

Fourth.. . . 

468 

3 

Fourth _ 

38 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

2 

General  Price . 

Fourth.... 

38 

. do . 

4 

187 

5 

General  Thomas . 

184 

.  .do . 

Grampus . 

Fourth.. . . 

300 

Receiving  ship . 

0 

Great  Western . 

Fourth.. . . 

800 

3 

Hastings . 

293 

8 

138 

6 

50 

o 

50 

0 

700 

2 

157 

6 

232 

6 

207 

9 

970 

4 

Third . 

1  000 

10 

448 

7 

177 

6 

151 

4 

527 

13 

207 

Stern-wheel  steamer . 

8 

970 

4 

189 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

10 

512 

14 

185 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

8 

250 

6 

523 

4 

157 

Stem-wheel  steamer . 

6 

379 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

1 

171 

8 

523 

2 

720 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

39 

578 

7 

50 

Paddle-wheel  steamer  (tug) . 

0 

175 

_ do . 

8 

233 

_ do . 

14 

159 

. .  .do.' . 

8 

226 

8 

Third 

512 

14 

171 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

8 

212 

_ do . 

9 

166 

. .  .do . 

6 

787 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

1 

212 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

6 

175 

Stem-wheel  steamer . 

6 

203 

. .  .do . 

8 

Fourth.. . . 

176 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

8 

190 

Stem-wheel  steamer . 

6 

236 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

6 

212 

Stern-wheel  steamer . 

6 

Fourth... . 

232 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

8 

146 

. do . 

6 

108 

. do . 

8 

150 

. do . 

2 

Fourth... . 

60 

Paddle-wheel  steamer  (tug) . 

0 

565 

Ironclad . 

5 

575 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

14 

8 

Fourth... . 

160 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

6 

750 

Ram . 

13 

Fourth... . 

209 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

5 

235 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

2 

970 

Ironclad . 

4 

1  Transferred  to  West  Gulf  Squadron.  4  See  Alfred  Robb. 

2  Formerly  Princess.  6  Formerly  Hartford. 

3  Formerly  Reindeer.  6  Formerly  White  Rose. 
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AMG-MST. 

Sun, 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat, 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W, 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

APRIL. 

SEPTEMBER. 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

MAT. 

OCTOBER. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

JTT2ST23- 

PTOVEMBER. 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

JITLT. 

DECEMBER. 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 
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NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


FROM  MARCH  1  10  DECEMHER  31,  1864. 

Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnston ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose ,  on  assuming  station  at  Grand  Gulf. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  March  1, 186 V 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Grand  Gulf  and  relieve  the  Pittsburg. 
Obtain  from  Captain  Hoel  all  the  information  he  has  about  the  people 
at  and  near  that  station ;  the  manner  in  which  I  have  directed  him  to 
deal  with  them ;  the  names  of  the  persons  who  furnish  reliable  intelli¬ 
gence,  etc.  The  tug  Hyacinth  will  be  left  with  you.  You  will  remain 
most  of  the  time  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  do  not  be  absent  at  night. 
You  can  send  the  tug  as  far  as  Rodney,  and,  in  your  absence  from 
Grand  Gulf,  leave  her  there,  but  always  with  an  armed  crew  and 
in  charge  of  an  intelligent  officer,  one  that  fully  knows  the  course 
to  be  pursued.  Do  not  send  her  up  [Big]  Black  River  or  go  your¬ 
self.  If  the  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel  at  Hurricane  Island 
sends  for  the  tug,  let  him  have  her. 

You  understand  my  views  in  regard  to  cotton  speculators.  The 
permits  issued  by  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  and 
ship  are,  under  the  present  interpretation  of  the  law,  authorized,  and 
you  will  recognize  them.  You  will,  whenever  you  are  called  upon 
by  Ralph  S.  Hart,  in  charge  of  the  Natchez  district,  seize  any  vessel 
engaged  in  illicit  trade  or  endeavoring  to  deprive  the  Treasury  of 
its  rights.  You  will  not  hesitate  to  use  force  if  you  find  any  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  laws  or  refusal  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Treasury  agent. 

You  will  be  careful  not  to  come  in  collision  with  any  of  the  Marine 
Brigade  proper,  but  should  they  employ  transports,  and  you  are  re¬ 
quested  to  seize  them,  do  so.  Any  boat  seized  at  the  request  of  J udge 
Hart,  you  will  send  to  him  at  Natchez. 

I  will  state  for  your  information  and  guidance  that  the  above  in¬ 
structions  are  issued  by  Admiral  Porter’s  directions.  It  is  possible 
that  there  will  be,  ere  long,  a  general  order  issued  on  the  subject. 

As  you  will  be  unable  while  stationed  at  Grand  Gulf  to  come  to 
Natchez  for  coal,  you  must  be  economical  in  the  use  of  it.  The  ad¬ 
miral  has  directed  a  boat  to  come  down  occasionally,  to  supply  the 
vessels  at  stations.  Should  you  run  short,  you  can  stop  any  naval 
towboat  and  fill  up,  using  as  much  dispatch  as  possible ;  giving  the 
captain  a  receipt,  stating' that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  obliged 
you  to  detain  him.  Show  this  clause  to  him.  I  will  relieve  you,  in 
such  a  case,  of  the  responsibility  of  acting  contrary  to  General  Order 
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16  o  The  Curlew  is  expected  down  soon.  I  wish  her  to  come  to 
Natchez  immediately,  and  after  coaling,  I  will  send  her  to  relieve 
you.  You  will  leave  the  tug  with  her,  filling  her  up  with  coal,  and 
will  explain  fully  the  course  you  have  been  directed  to  pursue,  giving 
her  commander  all  the  information  you  may  have  about  the  station 
of  Grand  Gulf.  Upon  being  relieved,  you  will  proceed  to  the  beat 
between  Rodney  and  10  miles  above  Natchez.  You  will  make  fre¬ 
quent  visits  to  Rodney,  Waterproof,  and  Cole’s  Creek,  but  keep  a 
sharp  lookout  on  the  Rodney  people.  Cruise  actively,  and  come  to 
Natchez  when  you  need  coal,  making  your  stay  there  as  short  as 
possible.  I  intend  to  leave  orders  for  the  Samson  to  run  up  as  far 
as  Waterproof  once  a  week,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Curlew.  You  will 
keep  me  advised  of  all  movements  of  importance,  and  send  your 
reports  as  usual. 

I  leave  to  you  to  post  up  fully  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Curlew , 
as  he  is  probably  not  acquainted  with  all  the  new  points  that  have 
arisen  since  his  departure  from  the  district. 

If  anything  important  occurs,  report  to  the  admiral  at  once,  send¬ 
ing  me  the  same  information  or  a  copy  of  your  letter. 

Have  all  your  reports,  etc.,  ready  to  send  by  dispatch  or  naval 
vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  J±th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  TJ  S  Navy  to 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Irwin,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  L.  S.  Judge  Torrence,  stationed  at  Natchez. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

.  Off  Natchez,  March  1,186 1 

bm:  During  the  absence  of  the  ironclads  you  will  remain  at 
Natchez  and  will  pay  every  attention  to  the  coal  barges.  You  will 

rDv06  T°LUr+P1  °£m  ch-iiTe  of  them,  making  him  visit  them  twice  a 
Jv  tl,S  Fe™  W1'\be.  left  with  you;  keep  her  at  the  barges  at 
ni?  .t;  In  ™S(Y°t  an  attack,  you  will  cooperate  to  the  best  of  vour 
abilities  with  the  army.  Let  me  caution  you  to  be  very  careful 
should  you  have  occasion,  in  firing  over  our  troops;  do  not  do  it  un¬ 
less  absolutely  necessary.  When  the  river  rises  sufficiently,  keep  the 
barges  on  the  Louisiana  side.  You  can  drop  down  after  our  de¬ 
parture  to  the  berth  now  occupied  by  this  vessel.  I  have  directed  the 
officer  commanding  the  Samson,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Curlew  in 
this  district,  to  make  a  trip  of  36  miles  once  a  week  up  the  river. 
In  her  absence  the  shop  will  be  left  alongside  of  you,  and  you  will 
have  the  food  of  any  of  the  mechanics  that  are  left  in  it  prepared  on 
board  your  vessel.  You  will  send  your  pilot  in  the  Samson  on  her 

Do  not  allow  strangers  to  visit  your  vessel,  and  be  very  vigilant  • 
say  nothing  about  this  order.  Should  Judge  Hart,  the  Ipecial 
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Treasury  agent,  call  upon  you  to  seize  or  detain  any  transport  at 
this  point,  you  will  clo  so,  turning  her  over  to  him.  You  will  also 
keep  Mr.  [S.  G.]  Trott,  the  postmaster,  advised  when  our  dispatch 
boats  are  going  up  the  river,  so  as  to  get  the  United  States  mail  to 
send  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th,  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Irwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Judge  Torrence. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- C ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Samson ,  for  weekly  trips  to  Water¬ 
proof,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  March  1 , 186 f. 

Sir  :  After  the  departure  of  the  fleet  from  this  place  you  will, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  Curlew  in  this  district,  make  a  trip  once  a 
week,  starting  early  in  the  morning,  run  up  to  Waterproof,  anchor 
under  the  bar,  and  remain  till  next  morning;  then  you  will  return 
to  Natchez.  When  making  these  trips  leave  the  shop  alongside  of 
the  Torrence  with  food  for  such  men  as  are  left  in  it.  The  pilot  of 
the  Torrence  will  go  with  you. 

When  away  from  Natchez  allow  no  one  to  leave  the  vessel.  Have 
a  supply  of  anus  and  ammunition  on  hand,  and  do  not  allow  your 
vessel  to  be  surprised  by  rebels. 

Say  nothing  about  this  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Samson. 


Instructions  from  I  A  eutenant-C  ommander  Greer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Laning,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
JJ.  S.  S.  Rattler,  on  assuming  station  to  watch  the  steamer  In- 


dianola. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  March  1,  1864 


Sir  :  I  send  with  this  your  orders  from  Admiral  Porter  to  relieve 
the  Mound  City.  You  will  proceed  to  do  so  as  soon  as  you  have  filled 
up  with  coal.  '  The  primary  object  of  duty  at  your  new  station  will 
be  to  take  care  of  the  Indianola  and  have  her  kept  in  such  order 
that  when  the  river  rises  she  will  be  floated  and  be  in  a  condition  re¬ 
quiring  as  little  labor  as  possible  to  keep  her  so.  You  will  keep  me 
informed  of  her  condition,  and  when  the  river  is  rising,  so  as  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  you  will  have  water  enough  for  your  purpose,  you  will 
report  to  the  admiral  as  well  as  myself. 
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I  am  quite  sure  you  will  have  the  Champion  to  assist  you.  The 
tug  Hyacinth  will  be  with  the  vessel  stationed  off  Grand  Gulf.  When 
you  require  her  for  purposes  connected  with  the  Indianola ,  you  will 
send  word  to  the  officer  commanding  the  vessel  at  that  point.  As 
soon  as  practicable  you  will  remove  all  the  loose  iron  from  the 
Indianola  to  the  empty  coal  barge. 

You  will  obtain  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne 
all  the  information  in  regard  to  your  new  station. 

Should  parties  having  the  proper  papers  apply  for  protection  while 
taking  cotton  on  board  of  boats,  you  will  afford  it,  providing  always 
that  you  have  an  eye  to  the  Indianola. 

The  permits  issued  by  the  special  Treasury  agents  to  purchase 
and  ship  are,  under  the  present  interpretation  of  the  law,  authorized, 
and  you  will  recognize  them.  You  will,  whenever  called  upon  by 
Ralph  S.  Hart,  the  assistant  special  agent  of  the  Natchez  district, 
seize  any  vessel  engaged  in  illicit  trade  or  endeavoring  to  deprive 
the  Treasury  of  its  rights.  You  will  not  hesitate  to  use  force  if  you 
find  any  opposition  or  refusal  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
agent.  You  will  be  careful  not  to  come  in  collision  with  any  of  the 
boats  of  the  Marine  Brigade  proper,  but  should  they  employ  trans¬ 
ports,  and  you  are  requested  to  seize  them,  you  will  do  so.  Any  boat 
seized  at  the  request  of  Judge  Hart,  you  will  send  to  him  at  Natchez, 
and  if  necessary  ask  convoy  from  the  gunboats  between  you  and 
that  point. 

I  will  state  for  your  information  and  guidance  that  the  above  in¬ 
structions  are  issued  by  Admiral  Porter’s  directions.  It  is  possible 
that  there  will  ere  long  be  a  general  order  issued  on  the  subject.  As 
you  will  be  unable  to  come  to  Natchez  for  coal,  you  must  be  eco¬ 
nomical  in  the  use  of  what  you  have.  The  admiral  has  ordered  a 
boat  to  come  down  occasionally  to  supply  the  vessels  at  stations. 
Should  you,  however,  get  short  of  fuel,  you  will  stop  any  naval  tow¬ 
boat  and  fill  up,  using  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  give  the 
captain  a  receipt,  stating  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required 
you  to  detain  him.  Show  this  clause  to  him.  I  will  relieve  you  in 
such  a  case  of  the  responsibility  of  acting  contrary  to  General'Crder 
167.  Send  me  your  reports  as  usual.  If  anything  important  occurs 
lepoit  to  the  admiral  at  once,  sending  me  the  same  information  or 
a  copy  of  your  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

.  .  .  Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Laning, 

Commanding  U.  S.  JS.  Rattler. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  TJ.  JS.  Navy,  to  Acting 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  JS. 
Pittsburg,  for  transfer  of  his  vessel  to  Natchez  from  Grand  Gulf. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  March  1, 186 JJ. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  F orest  Rose  to  relieve  you,  you  will 
come  to  this  place  with  your  vessel.  Give  Captain  Johnston  a  full 
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statement  of  the  course  you  have  been  pursuing  at  Grand  Gulf. 
Turn  the  Hyacinth  over  to  him,  and  fill  her  up  with  coal  from  your 
vessel. 

Bring  me  her  list  of  contrabands. 

Yer}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Gomdg.  Benton  and  4th  Hist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Hoel, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C ommander  Greer ,  V .  S.  Navyi  naming  the 

vessels  off  Natchez. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  March  1 ,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Mound  City  and 
Pittsburg  having  been  relieved  by  the  Rattler  and  Forest  Rose 
are  now  at  this  point,  as  wrell  as  the  Eastport. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Hist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  off  Red  River , 
looking  toward  a  combined  movement. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  off  Red  River,  March  2, 1864- 

Sir:  I  came  down  here  anticipating  a  move  on  the  part  of  the 
army  up  toward  Shreveport,  but  as  the  river  is  lower  than  it  has 
been  known  to  be  for  years,  I  much  fear  that  the  combined  movement 
can  not  come  off,  without  interfering  with  plans  formed  by  General 
Grant. 

General  Shermaii  has  gone  to  New  Orleans  to  make  arrangements 
with  General  Banks,  and  I  am  expecting  his  return  every  day.  In 
the  meantime  the  gunboats  are  up  the  Atchafalaya  and  Black  rivers, 
destroying  bridges  and  stores,  and  endeavoring  to  destroy  8,000 
cattle  collected  at  Sicily  Island. 

The  Mississippi  River  is  very  quiet,  and  the  rebels  retreated  into 
the  interior  on  hearing  of  the  advance  of  the  gunboats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lievtenan t- Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  time  of  meeting  of  vessels  at 
Red  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  4, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  say  to  the  commanders  of  all  vessels  coming  down  to 
join  me  to  be  at  this  point  by  the  8th  of  this  month. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Natchez. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- C om- 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  ironclads  at  Red  River. 


Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  4,  1864 • 

Sir:  I  wish  you  would  send  all  the  ironclads  down  here  to  report 
to  me  as  soon  as  they  come. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Natchez. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Greer ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
orders  to  Red  River ,  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Trinity  La., 
and  reported  sinking  of  Federal  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  March  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 

°*  If1?  ^a.te>  directing  me  to  tell  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  to  be 
at  Red  River  by  the  8th  instant. 

I  interpret  your  order  to  include  this  vessel,  and  shall  be  down  at 
the  time  specified  unless  otherwise  directed.  Cannonading  was  heard 
to-day,  yesterday,  and  the  day  before,  in  the  direction  of  Trinity,  and 
the  rebels  have  a  report  in  town  that  one  of  our  vessels  has  been  sunk. 
1  can  trace  the  rumor  to  no  reliable  source. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 

of  board  of  officers  appointed  to  investigate  the  burning  of  prop¬ 
erty  at  ShipwitFs  Landing ,  March  I/.,  186 If. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  17, 186 1. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  the  report  of  the  officers  ordered  by  me 
to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  burning  of  the  carpenter’s  shop  and 
quarters  at  Skipwith  Landing. 

I  have  ordered  that  William  Tully,  Timothy  Hennessy,  and  John 
Ames  are  not  to  be  paid  until  I  receive  instructions  from  you.  I 
have  ordered  James  McCarty  to  be  arrested.  Hopkins,  I  understand, 
is  now  at  Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III.,  March  16, 186L 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  14th  instant,  hereunto 
annexed,  we  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  by  interrogation  upon 
oath  of  several  of  the  mechanics  recently  employed  upon  the  car¬ 
penter’s  shops  and  quarters  at  Skipwith’s  Landing,  we  have  ascer¬ 
tained  the  following  facts,  viz : 

A  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  had  formerly  been  employed  as  a  carpenter 
on  the  barges,  who  had  quitted  work,  but  who  had  not  been  paid  off, 
had  obtained  a  permit  to  buy  cotton.  He  still  had  his  quarters  with 
the  rest  of  the  workmen,  and  had  stowed  some  cotton  which  he  had 
purchased  on  board  the  barges.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of 
March,  1864,  Tully,  a  quarterman  carpenter,  Hennessy,  and  Ames, 
carpenters,  had  been  drinking  beer  and  betting  on  cock  fighting. 
About  11  o’clock  Tully,  having  bought  some  cotton  from  a  negro, 
asked  and  induced  Hennessy  and  Ames  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  put 
it  in  some  gunny  bags,  and  bring  it  on  board.  They  then  took  it 
out  of  the  small  bags  with  the  intention  of  putting  it  into  some  larger 
ones.  While  it  was  lying  loose  upon  the  floor,  and  the  carpenters 
and  Hopkins  were  agreeing  about  the  price  (Tully  was  to  sell  the 
cotton  to  Hopkins) ,  the  lamp  fell  out  of  the  globe,  and.  the  cotton 
was  immediately  in  flames.  It  was  impossible  to  extinguish  it. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  James  McCarty,  who  was  on 
duty  at  the  time  as  watchman,  assisted  the  men  to  go  on  shore  and 
afterwards  to  get  the  cotton  on  board  the  barge.  He  can  not  be 

found  in  Cairo.  ,  .  .  , 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  Hennessy  and  Ames  have  made  a 
full  and  free  confession  of  their  share  in  this  business.  Tully,  we  are 
informed,  is  also  ready  and  willing  to  do  so,  but  he  is  confined  to  his 
room  in  Cairo  on  account  of  a  severe  attack  of  illness. 
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The  primary  cause  of  the  fire  was  allowing  or  permitting  cotton 
belonging  to  individuals  to  be  stored  on  board  a  Government  barge. 
McCarty,  the  watchman,  betrayed  his  trust,  and  in  our  opinion  ought 
to  be  severely  punished,  provided  he  can  be  apprehended. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

James  W.  Shirk, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 
John  Scott, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Thomas  E.  Smith, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C ommandant  of  Station,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Parsons,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
P orter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  route  for  transportation  of  sup¬ 
plies  for  Little  Rock. 

Louisville,  March  J,  186V 

Admiral:  Your  favor  of  the  24th  ultimo  is  received,  for  which  I 
am  very  much  obliged,  and  which  is  the  first  intelligent  information 
I  have  had  in  regard  to  transportation  on  the  Arkansas.  I  am  not 
very  much  disappointed  in  the  result,  judging  from  the  information 
obtained  when  we  were  at  Arkansas  Post  last  winter,  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  this  stream,  and  my  own  views  in  regard  to  the  best  route 
for  supplying  Little  Rock  (viz,  by  Devall’s  Bluff  and  the  railroad) 
fully  concur  with  your  own,  as  you  will  observe  by  my  letter  of  the 
27th  of  February  to  you.  I  have,  however,  from  the  constant  pres¬ 
sure  made  by  other  officers  nearer  those  rivers,  who  should  have 
known  more  about  it  than  I  could,  used  very  extraordinary  efforts  to 
try  and  comply  with  their  wishes  and  requisitions,  and  to  this  end 
ordered  a  number  of  boats  months  ago  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas, 
which,  at  large  expense,  have  been  plying  between  there  and  Devall’s 
Bluff  to  little  or  no  purpose.  I  regret  the  loss  of  the  gunboat  and 
the  Hines,  but  trust  that  the  experiment,  though  unfortunate,  may 
not  be  entirely  without  profit.  I  have  been  equally  anxious  and 
urgent  for  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  and  hope  that  we  may 
soon  see  it  in  a  proper  condition.  I  shall  forward  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  General  Grant  and  also  to  General  Steele  for  their  infor¬ 
mation,  and  trust  it  may  not  be  without  good  effect. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully, 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster 

Western  River  Transportation. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Cairo ,  III. 
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Seizure  of  tug  Rawlins  by  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Mound  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  March  4-,  1864- 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  letter*  from  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne,  commanding  Mound  City ,  in  relation 
to  the  seizure  of  the  tug  Rawlins  by  him. 

The  owner  of  the  cotton,  Mr.  Nolan,  is  here,  and  has  the  proper 
permits  for  shipping  it.  The  permits  for  landing  the  stores  are  all 
correct. 

I  would  state  that  the  person  who  was  in  charge  of  this  vessel 
when  I  ordered  her  not  to  land  unless  protected  by  a  gunboat  is  not 
on  board  now.  The  vessel  is  at  this  point  awaiting  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Sguadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Fort,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  release  of  the  vessel. 

Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  March  2, 1864- 

Learning  that  the  tug  Rawlins  and  crew  had  been  seized  for  alleged 
violations  of  the  regulations  of  the  Navy,  would  beg  leave  to  submit 

The  tug  Rawlins  belongs  to  the  United  States'  Government. 

Captain  Henry  J.  Beckwith  (an  enlisted  man  m  the  U.  S.  Army) 
and  all  the  crew  are  in  the  service  of  and  under  pay  from  the  Gov- 

'Tamnot  advised  what  regulations  of  the  Navy  have  been  violated, 
as  I  am  almost  entirely  ignorant  of  the  terms  of  these  regulations. 
But  I  would  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  assure  you  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  disregard  or  to  disrespect  any  orders  or  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  Navy,  and,  on  the  contrary,  hold  the  very  best  feelings 

toward  the  Navy  and  all  its  officers  and  men. 

Not  knowing  what  the  charges  are,  am  unable  to  answer  them.  1 
learn,  however,  that  she  was  suspected  of  taking  on  board  contraband 

This  tug  as  well  as  other  Government  boats,  has  often  brought 
cotton  to  Vicksburg.  But  it  is  always  reported  to  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  and  for  my  universal  orders  and  customs  and  standing  in 
such  matters  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  Captain  Owen  and 
manv  other  officers  of  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army. 

Inasmuch  as  there  was  no  intention  to  show  any  disrespect  to  the 
Navv,  and  whatever  was  done  was  done  ignorantly,  I  would  respect- 
full  v  ask  that  the  tug  and  crew  be  released  and  ordered  to  report 
to  me,  as  their  services  are  needed  and  the  pay  of  the  crew  still  run¬ 
ning  on.  


*  Not  found. 
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If  you  can  not  do  this,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  crew  be 
released. 

I  will  hold  myself  responsible  that  the  tug  and  also  the  crew  shall 
all  be  surrendered  at  any  time  or  place  that  may  be  fixed  for  the 
investigation. 

If  this  is  not  satisfactory,  I  will  give  any  bond  and  security  that 
may  be  required  for  the  surrender  of  the  tug  and  crew,  and  please 
understand  me  that  I  am  entirely  willing  that  the  whole  matter  may 
be  investigated. 

The  cotton,  of  course,  I  care  nothing  about;  that  you  can  keep  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned;  but  the  cotton  speculator  was  released  who 
was  the  guilty  party,  if  any,  and  the  crew  kept.  The  cotton  specu¬ 
lator,  who,  I  have  understood,  was  alone,  is  now  here  and  can  be 
arrested  at  any  time  if  desired. 

If  a  bond  is  desired,  will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  send  me  the  form, 
as  I  do  not  know  how  to  prepare  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  Fort, 

Captain  and  A.  Q.  M. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fourth  District ,  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

[Endorsement.] 

Sir:  Your  communication  received.  The  Rawlins  was  released  by 
my  order  after  cautioning  the  officers  not  to  land  at  improper  places 
without  the  permission  of  the  gunboat  in  sight.  The  commander  of 
the  Rawlins  subjected  himself  to  censure,  but  as  it  was  done  through 
ignorance,  I  gave  him  coal  and  sent  him  in  tow  to  his  port. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer 
IT.  S.  Navy,  for  the  release  of  the  vessel. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  5 ,  186 4. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  4th  instant  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  tug  Rawlins  has  been  received. 

Let  the  tug  go,  with  a  warning  to  be  more  particular  in  future 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

T .  ,  ,  ,  Rear-Admiral. 

-Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron ,  Natchez. 


Better  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Secret  aim  of  the  Navy 
regarding  transportation  of  goods  of  licensed  Indian  traders. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington ,  D.  C.,  March  5, 1864. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  conversation  to-day  with  vou,  respecting  the 
transportation  of  goods  of  licensed  Indian  traders  to  the  Indian 
country  via  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers,  and  to  be  more 
explicit,  I  will  state  that  these  goods  are  part  given  in  charity  to  the 
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Indians,  who  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  them,  and  a  larger  portion 
are  the  goods  of  traders  licensed  by  the  Indian  Department,  and 
which  it  is  considered  of  the  utmost  importance  by  this  Department 
should  be  delivered  in  the  Indian  country  for  the  reasons  explained 
to  you.  This  Department  has  not  funds  within  its  control  applicable 
to  the  expenses  incident  to  the  object,  and  it  is  important  that  imme¬ 
diate  relief  be  afforded  to  the  refugee  Indians  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  put  in  crops  this  season.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  very 
many  Indians  anxious  and  ready  to  return  to  their  loyalty  and  their 
homes,  and  join  those  refugees  who  have  been  supported  in  Kansas 
since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion ;  and  I  earnestly  invite  your 
attention  to  the  subject  and  request  that  Admiral  Porter  may  be  at 
once  instructed  to  give  the  goods  referred  to  and  to  the  licensed 
traders  protection  to  the  extent  of  their  water  transportation  from 
St.  Louis,  the  expenses  of  such  transportation  to  be  defrayed  by  said 
traders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Usher, 

TT  „  ,TT  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Send  a  copy  of  this  to  the  commander  in  Arkansas  River  and  order 
him  to  comply  with  these  instructions  as  far  as  he  can. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  ordnance  for  the  vessels. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  5,  186 4-. 
Sir:  You  will  please  send  down  the  Judge  Torrence  without  delay 
to  fill  up  the  vessels  with  ordnance.  Leave  a  gunboat  in  her  place  at 
Natchez  until  her  return. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  Benton  and  Fourth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Operations  at  Yazoo  City ,  March  6,  186 4-* 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  commanding 

officer  of  IT.  S.  S.  Petrel. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  22,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  copy  of  a  report  from 
Acting  Master  Thomas  McElroy,  commanding  naval  forces  at  Yazoo 

*  For  additional  reports  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Annies,  vol.  32. 
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City,  detailing  an  account  of  a  very  handsome  little  affair  that  took 
place  there. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  0. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Petrel, 

Off  Yazoo  City ,  Miss..  March  5,  186  A 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  Lieutenant-Commander 
E.  K.  Owen  turned  over  all  vessels  in  this  river  (Yazoo)  to  my  com¬ 
mand  on  the  1st  instant.  I  have  not  complied  with  his  order  in  send¬ 
ing  the  Marmora  up  the  river,  to  the  foot  of  Honey  Island,  which  is 
about  60  miles,  as,  from  information  received,  I  did  not  think  it  pru¬ 
dent.  Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Comman¬ 
der  Owen’s  order. 

This  morning,  at  9.30  o’clock,  the  enemy  made  a  fierce  attack  on 
the  city  and  redoubt.  Part  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Volunteers  was 
stationed  in  the  redoubt,  supporting  a  12-pound  rifled  howitzer  be¬ 
longing  to  the  gunboat  Exchange ,  left  in  my  charge.  I  sent  an  officer 
and  crew  to  work  the  gun.  The  rest  of  the  Eleventh  were  stationed 
with  a  colored  regiment  in  and  around  the  city.  It  was  reported  to 
me  that  after  firing  the  howitzer  several  times,  a  shot  got  jammed  in 
the  gun,  and  could  not  be  removed.  I  then  ordered  Captain  Gibson, 
of  the  Marmora ,  to  dismount  one  of  his  rifled  howitzers,  mount  it  on 
a  field  carriage,  and  send  it  on  shore  with  a  crew  to  work  it.  Before 
he  could  get  the  gun  to  the  redoubt,  the  enemy  had  the  hill  completely 
surrounded.  At  this  time  the  fighting  in  the  city  was  hand  to  hand. 
The  gun  was  placed  in  position  in  the  street,  and  did  good  service, 
helping  very  much  toward  winning  the  day. 

The  crew  at  one  time  was  driven  from  the  gun,  they  not  having 
sufficient  support  to  hold  it,  but  the  soldiers  seeing  the  crew  driven, 
rallied,  charged  on  the  rebels,  and  retook  it,  losing  three  men  in  the 
charge,  and  wounding  James  Stoddard,  of  the  Marmora ;  he  is  im¬ 
proving. 

During  this  time  both  vessels  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  city 
until  4  p.  m.  Then  I  was  requested  to  cease  firing  by  Colonel  Coates 
as  the  enemy  were  retreating.  (We  expended  about  250  shell.)  I 
then  went  on  shore  with  a  fresh  gun’s  crew,  and  took  command  of 
the  howitzer,  following  the  rebels  up  till  they  had  retreated  to  the 
hills. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  Navy  was  well  represented  by  3  sailors, 
who  nobly  stood  by  their  guns  through  the  whole  action,  fighting  hand 
to  hand  to  save  the  gun  and  the  reputation  of  the  Navy.  The  sailors 
are  highly  spoken  of  by  the  army  officers  for  their  gallant  conduct. 
Their  names  are  Bartlett  Laffey,  of  this  vessel;  James  Stoddard  and 
William  J.  h  ranks,  of  the  Marmora.  I  would  recommend  them  for 
your  consideration.  I  have  lost  confidence  in  Acting  Ensign  Sheplev 
R,  Holmes,  who  was  sent  in  charge  of  the  howitzer,  and  as  he  has 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  15 

sent  in  his  resignation,  I  hope  it  may  be  accepted.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McElrot, 

T~.  .  ,  .  .  t-  T.  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  j  ’ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Marmora, 

Of  Yazoo  City ,  March  1 ,  186 Jp. 

Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  vessels  left  to  protect  this 
river  (Yazoo).  You  will  remain  off  this  city  with  your  vessel.  The 
Prairie  Bird  will  be  stationed  off  Liverpool  and  that  vicinity.  The 
Marmora  will  be  stationed  up  the  river  somewhere  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  foot  of  Honey  Island.  Each  commander  must  be  on 
his  guard  and  no  possible  chance  allowed  the  enemy  to  capture  any¬ 
one.  Run  no  risks  whatever.  Obey  all  orders  strictly.  Seize  all 
the  cotton  you  can  and  retain  it  for  the  Navy;  do  not  trust  it  to  any 
transport.  I  will  leave  the  barge  here,  which  you  can  keep  and  put 
such  cotton  in  as  you  can.  Mark  the  cotton  according  to  general 
orders  and  keep  a  guard  over  it  at  all  times.  You  can  communicate 
with  the  admiral  through  the  general  commanding  at  Vicksburg. 
Write  by  every  opportunity  to  the  admiral,  with  a  precise  statement 
of  where  you  are  and  what  you  have  been  doing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  Qwen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  and  Commanding  5th  District. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  McElrot. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Marmora. 

U.  S.  S.  Marmora, 

Of  Bolivar  Landing ,  Miss.,  April  1 , 186 4. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  at  Yazoo  City,  March  5,  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  one  of 
the  broadside  guns  of  this  vessel,  was  landed  and  mounted  on  a 
field  carriage  and  used  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement  in  the  streets 
of  the  city,  and  to  the  braverv  of  that  gun’s  crew  may  be  attributed 
the  change  of  the  fortune  of  the  day.  Our  land  forces  were  being 
steadily  driven  back  on  the  river  until  this  gun  was  landed  and 
brought  to  bear  on  the  position  of  the  enemy,  driving  them  from 
the  streets  and  houses  to  the  hills,  where  our  broadsides  could  play 
on  them.  The  carriage  of  the  gun  was  badly  cut  by  rifle  bullets  and 
rammer  nearly  cut  in  two  by  the  same,  mutely  testifying  to  the 
severity  of  the  fire  to  which  the  men  were  exposed.  I  would  most 
respectfully  solicit  in  their  behalf  that  you  would  confer  a  medal  of 
honor  on  the  following  men: 

Peter  Smith,  gunner’s  mate;  Martin  Wheeler,  ordinary  seaman; 
James  Stoddard,  seaman,  shot  through  the  neck,  slowly  recovering; 
William  J.  Franks,  ordinary  seaman;  Henry  Findley. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Gibson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Coates,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  Yazoo  River  expedition, 
regarding  operations  March  5,  1864. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  March  11,  186 V 


Upon  the  morning  of  Saturday,  5th  instant,  a  heavy  attack  was 
made  on  my  center  picket  (Benton  road),  but  they  stood  their  ground 
manfully,  and  not  until  the  enemy  had  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire 
upon  the  picket  and  reserves  did  they  fall  back  to  the  main  body  of 
the  regiment. 

The  engagement  had  now  become  extended  throughout  my  entire 
line.  I  had  instructed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peebles  and  Major  McKee 
to  hold  their  positions  at  all  hazards,  as  their  redoubts  commanded 
the  entire  city,  and  as  long  as  they  were  held  we  had  the  town  in  our 
possession. 

About  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  I  discovered  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  flank  me  on  the  left,  where  I  had  posted  a  small  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  First  Mississippi  Cavalry.  I  at  once  ordered  four  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Infantry,  African  descent,  stationed 
over  a  mile  distant,  to  their  support.  They  came  gallantly  forward, 
double-quick,  but  before  they  arrived  within  supporting  distance 
General  Richardson’s  entire  command  had  entered  the  city  ^proper, 
two  regiments  being  between  my  headquarters  and  Fort  McKee. 

At  this  time  Major  McKee  had  sent  out  a  portion  of  Company  K, 
Eleventh  Regiment,  to  open  communication  to  my  headquarters,  but 
finding  the  enemy  in  too  strong  force  they  endeavored  to  move  back 
to  the  works,  and  in  doing  so  the  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing 
10  of  them  prisoners.  Three  of  them,  however,  escaped  into  the  city, 
informing  me  that  my  only  piece  of  artillery  (a  small  howitzer  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  gunboat  Exchange,  and  which  was  posted  in  the 
redoubt  occupied  by  Major  McKee)  had  become  disabled.  I  imme¬ 
diately  sent  for  another  of  the  same  kind,  but  before  I  could  get  it 
in  the  redoubt  the  enemy  had  gained  full  possession  of  the  street,  and 
I  posted  it  upon  the  corners  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  city  and 
behind  a  hastily  constructed  breastwork  of  cotton,  and  I  regret  to  say 
at  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  gun  (Ensign 
Holmes,  U.  S.  Navy)  and  his  men  shamefully  deserted  it  and  fled 
to  the  boat,  but  were  met  by  Captain  McElroy,  commanding  gunboat, 
who  refused  them  permission  to  come  on  board  the  boat.  I  succeeded, 
however,  in  moving  the  gun  from  its  position  and  procured  another 
squad  to  man  it,  who  performed  their  duty  faithfully  and  with  great 
bravery. 

The  enemy  at  this  time  began  to  crowd  my  small  force,  and  I 
ordered  two  more  companies  from  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Infantry, 
African  descent,  who  responded  with  alacrity. 

I  now  distributed  my  small  force,  consisting  of  A  Company, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  six  companies  of  the  Eighth  Loui¬ 
siana  Infantry,  through  the  streets,  in  doorways,  houses,  etc.,  and 
commenced  a  vigorous  and  telling  fire  upon  the  enemy,  the  howitzer 
discharging  shell  with  telling  effect  into  the  houses  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of.  During  this  time  the  enemy  were  pouring  a 
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heavy  discharge  of  shot  and  shell  from  six  pieces  of  artillery,  doing 
little  damage,  however,  except  to  the  buildings. 

In  the  meantime  Major  McKee,  in  his  redoubt,  with  nine  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Eleventh,  and  Major  Cook,  with  his  small  detachment 
of  80  men  in  the  rifle  pits  (the  rifle  pits  having  been  constructed  the 
day  before),  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peebles,  with  his  four  companies 
on  the  right,  were  doing  nobly. 

Major  McKee  was  for  four  hours  surrounded  on  three  sides  by 
the  enemy  with  six  regiments,  and  three  times  was  he  ordered  to  sur¬ 
render  (orders  to  surrender  and  reply  of  major  please  find  enclosed). 
During  the  whole  time  the  enemy  had  gained  his  position  so  as  to 
strike  the  fort.  He  had  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  in  which  our  loss  was  very  severe. 

About  2  p.  m.  my  force  made  a  desperate  charge  through  the 
streets,  completely  routing  the  enemy  and  pursuing  them  entirely 
through  the  town  and  beyond  the  breastworks  in  the  left,  my  single 
piece  of  artillery  doing  fine  execution. 

The  force  around  and  engaged  with  Major  McKee,  perceiving  their 
right  falling  back  in  disorder,  fell  into  confusion  and  began  to  retreat 
in  great  disorder,  and  the  major,  with  only  six  men,  sallied  from  the 
fort  and  with  loud  cheers  actually  turned  the  flank  of  one  entire 
regiment. 

The  enemy  now  fell  back  out  of  range,  and  his  losses  must  have 
been  very  severe,  they  admitting  the  loss  of  over  40  killed,  and  their 
ambulances  could  be  seen  constantly  employed. 

My  casualties  of  this  and  previous  engagements  during  the  expe¬ 
dition  please  find  enclosed. 

******* 

Jas.  H.  Coates, 

Colonel  11th  Illinois  Inf.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Yazoo  River  Exp  edition. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  T.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Quartermaster 
Parsons ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  transportation  in  the  White 

River. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 


Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  6, 186 A 
Sir-  Your  communication  of  23d  February  has  been  received 
It  is  not  safe  for  the  boats  to  run  up  and  down  White  River,  but  it 
they  have  guards  on  board,  it  could  be  done.  The  foolish  move  up 
the  Arkansas,  against  my  wishes,  has  sunk  one  gunboat  and  shut  up 
another,  which  interferes  very  much  with  my  plans. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Colonel  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster ,  Louisville ,  Ky. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
sending  of  the  ordnance  vessel  to  Red  River  as  ordered. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  March  6 , 1864. 

Sir  '  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  5th  instant,  I  sent  the  To)  - 
rence  down.  I  have  no  boat  to  take  her  place  and  will  remain  here 
with  this  vessel  until  one  is  sent  or  the  Curlew  (of  which  nothing 

has  been  heard)  arrives.  n  , 

General  Sherman  has  gone  to  Vicksburg,  and  the  Conestoga  has 

proceeded  up  the  river. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut. -Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  IqthDist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squardon. 


Collision  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Conestoga  and  General  Price  and 

sinking  of  the  former ,  heloic  Grand  Gulf ,  Miss.,  March  8.  186J+. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Red  River ,  March  9, 186J/.. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga, 
by  a  collision  with  the  U.  S.  ram  General  Price.  The  latter  vessel 
ran  into  the  Conestoga  while  passing  her  at  night,  the  pilot  of  the 
Price  not  paying  proper  attention  to  the  signals,  which  were  properly 
made  by  the  pilot  of  the  Conestoga. 

So  great  was  the  blotv  that  the  Conestoga  sunk  in  four  minutes, 
the  Price  having  cut  into  her  engines  and  sunk  her  immediately. 
The  vessel  will,  I  fear,  be  a  total  loss,  as  nothing  but  the  tops  of  the 
wheelhouses  are  to  be  seen,  and  the  water  is  now  very  low. 

All  the  officers  and  crew  escaped  in  the  boats  (except  two  of  the 
latter,  who  were  drowned),  notwithstanding  the  short  notice  they 
had,  which  speaks  well  for  the  discipline  of  the  ship.  They  lost 
everything  they  owned. 

I  have  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry,  though  there  is  not  any  doubt 
as  to  where  the  blame  rests,  viz,  with  the  pilot  of  the  Price. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

©avid  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Conestoga. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk,  March  10,  186 1 . 
Sir-:  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga, 
while  under  my  command,  was  run  into  by  the  U.  S.  S.  General 
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Price,  about,  10  miles  below  Grand  Gulf,  at  about  4  a.  m.  March  8, 
and  in  about  four  minutes  sunk  below  the  surface. 

All  the  crew  and  officers,  excepting  two  seamen,  James  Brennan 
and  Thomas  Robinson,  the  latter  of  the  Lexington ,  were  saved. 

The  usual  and  proper  signals  were  used  by  the  Conestoga ,  but  were 
disregarded  by  the  General  Price,  which  led  to  the  disaster. 

It  is  both  a  pleasure  and  a  duty  to  add  that  the  good  behavior  of 
the  officers  and  crew  in  this  trying  circumstance  was  the  cause,  under 
a  kind  Providence,  that  so  few  lives  were  lost. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Aeting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Richardson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

TJ.  S.  S.  General  Price. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Red  River ,  March  11,  186. If. 

Admiral  :  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  make  the  following  report : 

The  morning  of  8th  March,  at  4  o’clock  and  twenty  minutes,  the 
U.  S.  steamers  General  Price  and  Conestoga  came  in  collision  near 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  the  Conestoga  sinking  to  her  hurricane 
deck  in  four  minutes. 

I  had  been  up  all  night  and  had  just  retired  to  bed,  wThen  I  heard 
one  whistle  from  a  steamer  on  our  port  bow ;  the  General  Price  an¬ 
swered  it  with  two  whistles.  I  immediately  got  out  of  bed,  started 
to  run  out  on  deck,  felt  a  jar,  met  the  officer  of  the  deck,  Ensign  Platt, 
who  informed  me  that  the  Conestoga  was  sinking.  I  ordered  all 
boats  to  be  lowered  and  manned,  and  rendered  all  the  assistance  in 
my  powTer.  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge  remained  on  his 
vessel  to  the  last,  and  by  his  coolness  and  strict  discipline  the  lives  of 
mantv  were  saved. 

After  mustering  this  crew  on  board  the  General  Price,  it  was  found 
that  there  were  missing  George  Robinson,  hospital  steward,  and 
James  Brennan,  seaman. 

I  respectfully  ask  that,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  a  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  casualty  may  be 
made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Richardson, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  TJ .  S.  S.  General  Price. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  recommending  that  officers  and 
crews  be  reimbursed  for  loss  of  effects  through  sinking  of  vessels,  making 
mention  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Red  River,  March  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  There  are  three  cases  where  vessels  have  .been  sunk  in  battle 
and  otherwise,  where  the  officers  and  men  have  lost  all  they  owned, 
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and  no  appropriation  has  been  made  to  reimburse  them  for  their 
losses. 

I  think  the  officers  and  crews  are  entitled  to  it  in  every  case,  as  the 
loss  did  not  arise  from  any  fault  of  theirs. 

This  is  the  third  time  this  war  that  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O. 
Selfridge  has  been  sunk,  his  vessel  going  down  suddenly  under  him, 
and  losing  everything. 

He  was  sunk  exactly  on  the  same  day  (8th  of  March)  two  years 
ago,  in  the  Cumberland. 

The  vessels  I  refer  to  as  deserving  remuneration  are  the  Cincin¬ 
nati ,  Conestoga ,  and  Baron  de  Kalb. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Andrews ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  information  from  Major- 
General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  delayed  movement  to  Red 
River. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Port  Hudson ,  March  9 , 186  Jj — 8:30  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  by  telegraph  from  New 
Orleans : 

Please  communicate  immediately  to  Admiral  Porter  and  General  Hurlbut  or 
other  commander  of  troops  at  Red  River  that  the  present  storm  will  be  likely 
to  delay  the  movements  of  the  commanding  general  three  or  four  days 

C.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-General ,  Chief  of  Staff. 

In  compliance  with  the  above,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you 
this  communication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  L.  Andrews, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers ,  Commanding  Post. 
Rear-Admiral  Porter  and  General  Hurlbut,  or  other  commander 
of  U.  S.  troops  at  Red  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  movement  to  Red  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  9 ,  186j. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  see  the  transports  with  Sherman’s  troops  com¬ 
ing  down,  you  will  get  underway  in  the  Benton  and  report  to  me  at 
this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

T  .  ,  „  ,  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  Benton  and  Jjth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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General  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  11,  186 lh 

Dear  Admiral:  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Avenger  will  leave 
to-morrow,  and,  as  I  shall  order  the  captain  to  report  to  you,  I  shall 
send  your  mail  and  that  of  the  Black  Hawk  by  her.  We  have  had 
a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  to  her.  The  captain  tells  me  he  has  a 
quantity  of  copper  on  board  of  her,  but  has  no  instructions  about  it. 
As  I  suppose  you  may  intend  at  some  future  time  to  copper  her, 
should  she  be  used  in  salt  water,  and  may  wish  to  have  it  done  at 
New  Orleans,  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  kept  on  board.  She  has  a  full 
complement  of  men,  as  fixed  by  you. 

The  Curlew  will  leave  to-morrow  to  relieve  the  Pittsburg  in 
accordance  with  your  orders;  the  Coast-Survey  officers  will  go  with 
her  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  Grand  Gulf.  The  Tallahatchie 
left  day  before  yesterday,  and  the  Carrabasset  left  to-day,  to  report 
at  New  Orleans. 

Gilman  has  returned  and  has  bought  five  boats  besides  the  Maria 
( T allsman) . 

I  am  informed  that  the  latter  might  have  been  here  a  week  ago, 
if  she  had  not  been  detained  for  alterations  and  to  grain  the  wood¬ 
work  on  the  main  deck,  which  was  done  by  Acting  Master  Wetmore, 
he  considering,  as  you  will  see  by  his  letter  to  you,  that  he  had 
authority  to  do  so  by  your  instructions  to  him.  *  *  * 

As  soon  as  the  Talisman  arrives  I  will  fit  her  out  with  all  dis¬ 
patch  ;  and  as  you  have  directed  that  she  is  to  be  attached  to  this 
station,  I  shall  keep  her  moving  about  in  this  vicinity.  I  have  not 
a  gunboat  here  now  that  is  in  a  serviceable  condition. 

The  men  who,  as  Mr.  Wetmore  complains  to  you,  were  taken  from 
him,  were  sent  here  by  my  orders,  so  that  the  Avenger  might  not 
be  delayed. 

The  Reel  Rover  came  off  the  ways  yesterday.  The  repairs  upon 
her  have  been  quite  extensive  and  she  will  not  be  ready  for  ten  or 
twelve  days  yet. 

The  repairs  upon  the  Hastings  will  be  completed  about  the  same 
time. 

I  have  been  able  to  do  but  little  on  the  Cincinnati,  and  nothing 
on  the  Tuscumbia  for  want  of  hands. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  hospital  barge  is  complete,  as  there  are 
several  smallpox  patients  now  there,  and  a  fresh  case  appeared  on 
the  Clara  Dolsen  yesterday,  and  another  to-day.  I  send  you  down 
an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  releasing  the  Clara  Dolsen, 
the  suit  having  been  dismissed,  as  it  appears,  by  the  action  of  the 
district  attorney. 

I  really  wish  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  we 
might  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  this  vessel,  after  she  is  given 
up  to  her  owners.  Her  pretended  owners  will,  no  doubt,  demand  a 
large  charter,  to  make  up  for  what  they  will  call  an  unjust  seizure. 

So  large  a  vessel  as  the  Clara  Dolsen  I  do  not  consider  necessary  for 
a  receiving  ship,  as  the  recruits  are  sent  away  from  her  almost  as 
soon  as  they  arrive.  I  would  suggest  the  Sovereign,  but  she  would 
need  very  extensive  repairs,  and  it  would  embarrass  us  very  much 
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if  she  were  changed  from  what  she  now  is — a  boarding  house  for 
our  mechanics  at  Mound  City.  You  once  spoke  of  one  of  our  old 
vessels  from  the  East,  of  light  draft,  being  sent  up  here.  Such  a 
vessel  would  answer  our  purpose  well,  and  might  be  made  a  formid¬ 
able  floating  battery. 

All  of  Shirk’s  vessels  are  up  the  Tennessee.  Hardly  a  day  passes 
that  I  do  not  receive  telegrams  from  quartermasters,  asking  convoy 
for  valuable  cargoes  bound  up  that  river.  In  accordance  with  your 
orders  I  will  send  Shirk  one  of  the  newly  purchased  vessels  as  soon 
as  I  possibly  can. 

The  river  is  not  high  enough  for  vessels  to  pass  over  Mussel 
Shoals,  although  the  army  men  think  differently. 

Fitch  informs  me  that  the  Reindeer  sustained  considerable  damage 
to  her  upper  works  when  above  Nashville.  I  have  ordered  her  here 
for  repairs.  I  have  written  a  letter  to  Watson,  telling  him  that  it 
is  your  order  that  a  double  quantity  of  bread  and  large  quantities  of 
other  provisions  be  sent  down,  as  you  wished  to  take  them  up  Red 
River,  and  that  you  also  order  that  every  requisition  from  the 
squadron  be  filled  without  delay ;  and  if  unable  to  fill  any  requisition, 
to  assign  his  reason  for  not  doing  so,  that  I  may  inform  you.  That 
there  may  be  no  excuse  on  the  ground  of  want  of  transportation,  I 
have  detailed  the  Bene-fit  to  carry  down  provisions,  stores,  etc.  The 
barge  you  spoke  of  brought  powder,  shells,  anchors,  chains,  etc.,  from 
St.  Louis.  I  am  having  her  discharged,  but  before  she  can  again  be 
used  she  will  have  to  be  thoroughly  calked.  Boggs  tells  me  that  the 
cattle  are  on  the  way  down  to  you. 

The  New  National  will  leave  on  her  regular  day,  loaded  as  deep 
as  safety  will  permit.  Captain  Grant  is  recommended  for  a  leave  of 
absence  by  a  board  of  medical  survey,  and  I  will  send  the  report 
to  you. 

I  will  place  Mr.  Farmer,  the  executive  officer,  in  command,  which 
is  the  best  I  can  do  under  existing  circumstances.  He  is  a  very 
reliable  man. 

One  of  the  pilots  of  the  Curlew ,  Mr.  [William  A.]  Goll,  being 
absent  on  a  short  leave  of  absence,  I  ordered  Mr.  Robert  Johnson 
(one  of  those  who  recently  reported  in  obedience  to  your  order)  in 
his  place,  to  return  here  when  Mr.  Goll  rejoins  his  vessel.  I  shall 
want  Mr.  Johnson  for  one  of  the  new  vessels. 

Of  course,  I  shall  take  no  action  in  the  case  of  the  Clara  Dolsen 
until  I  hear  from  you.  Gilman  has  been  working  like  a  beaver,  and 
well  has  he  done  his  work.  Brown,  too,  from  all  I  can  understand, 
is  faithfully  performing  his  part. 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 

Gilman  tells  me  that  some  time  since,  when  you  thought  the  Clara 
Dolsen  might  be  given  up,  you  spoke  of  purchasing  a  hull  of  a 
steamer  and  fitting  her  with  quarters  for  officers  and  men.  If  you 
are  still  of  the  same  mind,  please  send  me  the  plans  and  authority 
to  purchase,  as  what  we  have  to  do  must  be  done  quickly,  as  the 
sharks  will  soon  be  after  us. 
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C ooperation  of  gunboats ,  under  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter ,  TJ .  S. 
Navy ,  with  Major-General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  m  /AV  River 
campaign*  March  12  to  May  22, 1864- 

Letter  from  Major-General  McPherson,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  time  of  proposed  movement  against  Alexandria. 

Headquarters,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  March  10,  1864 • 

Dear  Sir  :  Though  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  views  and  under¬ 
standing  had  between  Generals  Banks  and  Sherman  in  relation  to 
the  expedition  up  Red  River,  I  am  aware  that  it  was  considered 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  cooperating  force  from  here  with 
the  gunboats  should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria  by  the  17th 
instant. 

I  make  this  statement,  as  I  am  informed  that  a  dispatch  from 
General  Sherman  to  you  was  lost  in  the  Conestoga. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Missisippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
stating  the  cause  of  delay  in  movement  upon  Alexandria. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  March  10,  1864- 

Admiral  :  The  column  for  operations  against  Alexandria  has  been 
formed  at  Franklin,  La.,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  march  from  that 
place  so  as  to  reach  Alexandria  on  the  17th  instant,  but  a  violent 
rainstorm,  which  commenced  night  before  last  on  Berwick  Bay  and 
here  yesterday,  has  placed  the  roads  in  such  condition  as  to  make  a 
march  impracticable  for  at  least  four  days. 

Should  the  storm  not  recommence,  I  shall  probably  march  on  Mon¬ 
day  or  Tuesday  next,  and  shall  expect  to  strike  the  Red  River  below 
Alexandria  within  seven  days  thereafter. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  of 
gunboats  regarding  the  movement  up  the  river. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton,  March  13,  1864 • 
The  boats  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order:  Pittsburg,  Chillicothe ,  Louisville,  Benton,  Carondelet , 
Mound  City. 

*  For  military  operations,  see  “  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies,”  Series  I,  Vol.  34,  Parts  1—4. 
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They  will  keep  about  300  yards  apart.  As  the  Pittsburg  is  faster 
than  some  of  the  vessels,  she  will  at  times  slow  down  to  allow  the 
others  to  keep  in  position. 

J.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Gunboats  Present. 

P.  S. — Show  no  lights  to-night,  beat  no  drums,  and  as  long  as  I  am 
senior  officer  present  do  not  strike  the  bell. 

Have  the  sentinels  frequently  visited  during  the  night  to  see  they 
are  on  the  alert.  J.  A.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  remove  obstructions  and  proceed  to  Fort  De  Russy. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Red  River ,  March  12 , 186f. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  up  the  Red  River  with  the  vessels  I 
will  detail  to  follow  you,  and  commence  removing  the  obstructions 
in  the  river,  while  in  the  meantime  I  will  take  a  tour  into  the  Atcha- 
falaya  and  land  the  troops  at  Simmesport  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
noitering,  etc.  If  you  remove  the  obstructions,  move  up  within  a 
short  distance  of  Fort  De  Russy,  but  make  no  attack  until  I  get  up 
with  the  main  force ;  though,  if  there  is  any  force  at  De  Russy,  you 
can  amuse  them  by  feints  until  the  army  gets  into  their  rear.  Take 
every  precaution  against  torpedoes  and  protect  your  men  against 
sharpshooters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter,  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  East  port. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  combined  movement  up 
the  river  and  capture  of  Fort  De  Russy  by  forces  under  Brigadier-General 
Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  March  14,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Fort  De  Russy ,  Red  River ,  M arch  15 , 1864-. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  was  about  to  ascend 
Red  River  with  a  fleet  of  gunboats  in  company  with  a  portion  of 
General  Sherman’s  command  or  that  of  General  Banks,  whichever 
concluded  to  go. 

On  the  7th  of  March  I  had  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
a  large  fleet  of  ironclads  composed  of  the  following  vessels:  Essex , 
Commander  Robert  Townsend;  Benton ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  A.  Greer;  Lafayette ,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster; 
Choctaw ,  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay ;  Chillicotlie ,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Couthouy ;  Ozark ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  George  AV.  Brown;  Louisville ,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  K. 
Owen;  Carondelet ,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell;  Eastport , 
Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps;  Pittsburg ,  Acting  Volunteer 
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Lieutenant  W.  Tv.  Hoel;  Mound  City ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  R.  Langthorne;  Osage ,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge; 
Neosho ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Howard;  Ouachita, , 
Lieutenant- Commander  Byron  Wilson;  Fort  Hindman ,  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce.  And  the  lighter  boats:  Lexington , 
Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache;  Cricket ,  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gor- 
ringe;  Gazelle ,  Acting  Master  Charles  Thatcher;  Black  Hawk ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  K.  R.  Breese. 

I  received  communications  from  General  Banks  informing  me  that 
he  would  be  in  Alexandria  on  the  17th  March,  and  I  made  my  dis¬ 
positions  to  meet  him  there. 

On  the  11th  instant  part  of  General  Sherman’s  command,  10,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith,  joined 
me  in  transports  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  and  next  morning  early 
the  gunboats  started  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  transports.  There 
was  just  sufficient  water  to  allow  the  larger  boats  to  pass.  By  pre¬ 
vious  arrangement  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  in  the  Eastport , 
was  ordered  to  push  on  up  with  his  vessel  and  those  that  could  keep 
with  him,  and  clear  away  the  heavy  obstructions  the  rebels  had  placed 
in  the  river,  and  to  amuse  the  fort  until  the  army  could  land  at 
Simmesport  and  get  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  works,  which  could 
be  done  by  making  a  march  of  30  miles. 

The  Benton ,  Pittsburg ,  Chillicothe ,  Louisville ,  Mound  City ,  Caron- 
delet ,  Ouachita ,  Lexington ,  and  Gazelle  turned  off  to  the  left  into 
the  Atchafalaya,  followed  by  the  troops,  while  the  others  went  on 
up  the  river.  The  gunboats  arrived  at  Simmesport  about  12  o’clock 
and  found  the  enemy  posted  in  force  about  3  miles  back.  The  Benton 
landed  her  crew  and  drove  in  the  pickets.  The  army  came  along 
in  about  half  an  hour  more  and  landed  the  next  morning,  taking 
possession  of  the  enemy’s  camping  ground,  the  latter  retreating 
toward  Fort  De  Russy.  That  night  General  Smith  concluded  to 
follow  them  by  land,  while  I  proceeded  up  Red  River  with  all  the 
gunboats  and  transports.  In  the  meantime  the  Eastport  had  reached 
the  obstructions  and,  with  the  vessels  that  kept  pace  with  her,  had 
commenced  the  work  of  demolition  on  the  formidable  barricade,  on 
which  the  rebels  had  been  employed  five  months.  They  supposed 
it  impassable,  but  our  energetic  sailors  with  hard  work  opened  a 
passage  in  a  few  hours.  The  obstructions  consisted  of  heavy  piles 
driven  into  the  mud  and  braced  in  every  direction;  they  were  also 
clamped  together  with  heavy  iron  plates  and  chains. 

The  Eastport  and  Neosho  got  through  about  4  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  and  proceeded  up  to  the  fort,  which  at  that  moment  was  being 
surrounded  by  the  troops  under  General  Smith,  who  had  marched 
from  Simmesport  since  daylight.  A  brisk  musketry  fire  was  going 
on  between  the  rebels  and  our  troops,  and  they  were  so  close  together 
it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  the  combatants. 

The  Eastport  opened  her  batteries,  but  fearing  to  injure  our  own 
men  ceased  firing,  when  our  troops  proceeded  to  the  assault  and 
carried  the  place.  In  a  few  moments,  and  with  small  loss,  250  pris¬ 
oners,  8  heavy  guns,  and  2  fieldpieces  fell  into  our  hands,  and  all  the 
munitions  of  war. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  5,000  strong,  under  the  rebel,  General 
Walker,  made  their  escape.  They  left  the  fort,  it  was  said,  to  give 
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battle  to  our  troops  and  left  a  garrison  of  300  men  to  defend  it.  Our 
army  came  in  by  a  different  road  from  what  they  expected  and  made 
short  work  of  them.  .  . 

Among  the  guns  captured  was  one  of  the  Indianola’s  IX-mch  and 
one  belonging  to  the  Harriet  Lane ;  the  rest  of  the  guns  were  24  and 
82  pounders,  and  one  160-pouncler  rifle. 

As  soon  as  the  fort  was  in  possession  of  the  troops  I  sent  off  up 
the  river  the  fleetest  gunboats  I  had  to  cut  the  enemy  off,  if  possible, 
or  harass  them  until  our  troops  could  be  placed  on  the  transports. 
By  sunset  the  transports  will  be  in  Alexandria  and  ahead  of  the 
rebels,  and  I  hope  the  latter  will  be  cut  off. 

These  works  have  been  made  much  more  formidable  than  they 
were  last  year,  and  the  loss  of  guns  must  be  severely  felt  by  the 
rebels,  as  they  have  only  15  more  heavy  ones  in  this  section  of  the 
country. 

The  whole  affair  has  been  well  managed,  the  troops  made  a  splen¬ 
did  march  and  attack,  and  the  officers  in  command  of  the  gunboats 
and  transports  have  shown  great  zeal  and  industry  in  getting  up 
the  river  and  through  the  obstructions  which  the  rebels  deemed 
impassable. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  last  report  that  in  the  recent  attack  on 
Trinity  by  the  gunboats  a  number  of  negroes  were  recaptured  who 
were  captured  by  the  enemy  in  a  recent  attack  upon  Goodrich’s 
Landing. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy, 
with  their  numbers.  As  some  of  them  appear  to  be  Navy  guns,  the 
Ordnance  Bureau  may  be  able  to  account  for  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C . 

[Enclosure.] 


List  of  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy  water  battery. 


1.  One  32-pounder,  33-cwt.  F.  P.  F.  No.  227,  Navy;  in  barbette. 
J.  S.  C.  Proved  1847. 

2.  One  32-pounder,  33-cwt.  F.  P.  F.  No.  226,  Navy;  in  barbette. 
J.  S.  C.  Proved  1847. 

4.  Two  9-inch  Dahlgren  guns. 

No  marks  could  be  discovered  on  these  guns,  but  they  bore  all  the 
evidences  of  having  been  in  service  in  the  Navy,  the  remains  of  gun 
blacking  being  on  them.  Both  lugs  were  cut  for  locks. with  the  usual 
composition  piece  fitting  into  spare  lug. 

5.  One  32-pounder,  60-cwt.,  1827,  Navy  gun. 

6.  One  32-pounder  U.  S.  rifled,  marked  W.  J.  W.  No.  289.  This 
gun  is  an  old  Army  32-pounder,  rifled,  with  band  shrunk  on  the 
breech. 

8.  Two  24-pounder  siege  guns. 

10.  Two  6-pounder  iron  fieldpieces. 


In  Hill  Battery. 


Sketch  of  Red  River  from  Fort  De  Russy  to  the  Raft. 
(Original.) 
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Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  descriptive  list  of 
guns  and  inventory  of  ordnance  stores  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy,  March  14. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  Red  River ,  April  7 ,  l Stiff 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  descriptive  list 
of  the  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy;  also  an  inventory  of  the 
ordnance  stores  taken  on  the  same  occasion. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  sent  the  two  IX-inch  guns,  one  Mar- 
silly  carriage,  IX-inch,  without  gear,  and  two  IX-inch  elevating 
screws,  and  one  IX-inch  breech  sight  to  Cairo  by  the  N ew  N ational. 
I  also  sent  about  2,900  pounds  of  powder  to  ordnance  vessel  and  have 
the  remainder,  2,000  pounds,  on  board  the  Essex. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Descriptive  list  of  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  March  lk,  186k- 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  Red  River ,  March  19 , 186 ff 


Class  of  gun. 

Register 

No. 

Weight. 

Foundry. 

Year. 

Prover. 

841 

843 

226 

227 

598 

289 

IX-inch  Dahlgren . 

IX-inch  Dahlgren . 

33-pounder . 

32-pounder . 

32-pounder . 

Old  32-pounder,  rifled . 

33-2-18 

33-2-21 

60-1-12 
7,340  lbs. 

F.  P.  F . 

F.  P.  F . 

G.  F.-IM 

G. -I . 

U.  S.,  on  reinforce. 

1847 

1847 

1827 

J.  S.  C. 

J.  S.  C.  ' 

W.  J.  W. 

One  IX-inch  Marsilly  carriage  ;  two  IX-inch  elevating  screws ;  one  IX-inch  breech  sight. 


Note.— No  other  marks  than  the  register  numbers  can  be  found  on 
the  IX-inch  guns.  These  numbers  that,  for  want  of  a_  better  desig¬ 
nation,  I  call  register  numbers,  have  probably  some  significance  at 
the  foundry  where  the  guns  were  cast.  The  numbers,  m  figures  one- 
fourth  inch  tall,  have  been  stamped  on  the  face  of  the  muzzle  and  on 
the  rear  of  the  pommelion  of  each  IX-inch  gun.  The  32-pounders 
of  33-cwt.  and  the  old  double  fortified  32-pounder  are  Navy  guns 
The  rifled  32-pounder  is  banded  at  the  breech  like  a  Parrot  rifle.  It 
is  an  old  garrison  or  seacoast  gun,  proved  as  far  back  as  when  Deneral 
TV.  J.  Worth  was  an  officer  of  ordnance. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

1  Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  #  . 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  request  of 
Brigadier-General  Smith,  II.  S.  Army,  for  the  movement  of  transports  in  order 
to  intercept  Major-General  Walker,  C.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Eastport, 

Fort  De  Russey ,  March  14,  1864 • 

Sir:  Since  your  tug  was  here,  General  [A.  J.]  Smith  has  been  on 
board.  By  his  request  I  send  to  you  to  ask,  if  possible,  the  transports 
may  be  sent  up  so  that  he  can  get  off  in  the  morning,  in  which  event 
hethinks  he  can  head  off  General  Walker,  who  has  taken  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  road  with  5,000  men.  It  will  be  well  for  the  transports  to  pass 
the  obstructions  by  daylight,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  to  that 
point. 

We  were  engaged  in  pulling  out  obstructions  all  day. 

I  have  sent  the  Fort  Hindman  and  Cricket  up  to  Scraggy  Point 
to-night.  The  march  to  Alexandria  is  35  miles,  and  Walker  has 
several  miles  the  start  of  our  steamers;  but  if  our  people  can  get  on 
board  transports  by  10  a.  m.  they  can  get  above  Walker  by  night. 

The  guns  here  are  all  intact, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — General  Smith  suggests  that  if  you  would  send  word  back 
by  the  tug  whether  the  transports  would  come,  and  at  what  time,  it 
would  enable  him  to  determine  what  to  do. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  Fort  De  Russy. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  March  15 ,  186 f. 
Sir  :  Until  further  orders  you  will  remain  here  and  protect  this 
point.  You  will  also  assist  in  demolishing  the  works  and  saving  the 
IX-inch  and  such  other  guns  as  it  may  be  desirable  to  save. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admired. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Benton. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  precautions  against 

collisions. 

General  Order  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  179.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  March  15,  1864. 

It  is  the  rule  in  Red  River  for  every  vessel  to  blow  a  long  whistle 
GOO  yards  before  she  arrives  at  any  point.  Vessels  going  down  must 
slow  down  and  not  pass  the  point  until  the  vessel  coming  up  the 
bend  is  out  of  all  danger  of  being  run  into. 
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Gunboats  belonging  to  this  squadron  will  carefully  observe  this 
order;  also  all  transports. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  removal  of  obstructions  and  capture 
of  Fort  De  Russy. 

No.  78]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  16,  186 4. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  this 
afternoon.  As  soon  as  the  forts  were  surrendered,  I  pushed  on  the 
fastest  vessels — Ouachita  and  Lexington — followed  by  the  Eastport 
to  Alexandria.  The  Ouachita  arrived  here  as  the  last  of  a  fleet  of 
transports  passed  over  the  falls. 

The  rebels  set  fire  to  a  large  ferryboat,  and  one  of  the  boats  ground¬ 
ing  on  the  falls,  was  also  burned  to  prevent  her  falling  into  our 
hands.  As  no  reliable  pilot  could  be  procured  to  take  our  boats 
across  the  falls,  the  transports  will  have  to  escape  for  the  present, 
but  are  sure  to  be  captured  or  destroyed  before  the  month  is  over. 
The  surrender  of  the  forts  at  Point  De  Russy  is  of  much  more  im¬ 
portance  than  I  at  first  supposed.  The  rebels  had  depended  on  that 
point  to  stop  any  advance  of  army  or  navy  into  this  part  of  rebeldom. 
Large  quantities  of  ammunition,  best  engineers,  and  best  troops  were 
sent"  there,  and  in  two  or  three  months  more  it  would  have  been  a 
most  formidable  place.  As  it  was,  it  was  not  complete  (though  the 
guns  were  in  position)  and  would  have  stood  a  very  poor  chance  if 
attacked  in  force.  The  works  have  been  laid  out  bv  a  Colonel  De 
Russy,  and  are  of  the  most  extensive  and  formidable  kind. 

Colonel  De  Russy,  from  appearances,  is  a  most  excellent  engineer  to 
build  forts,  but  does  not  seem  to  know  what  to  do  with  them  after 
they  are  constructed.  The  same  remark  may  apply  to  his  obstruc¬ 
tions,  which  look  well  on  paper  but  don’t  stop  our  advance.  The 
efforts  of  these  people  to  keep  up  this  war  remind  one  very  much  of 
the  antics  of  Chinamen,  who  build  canvas  forts,  paint  hideous  dragons 
on  their  shields,  turn  somersets,  and  yell  in  the  faces  of  their  enemies 
to  frighten  them,  and  then  run  away  at  the  first  sign  of  an  engage- 

m  Inputs  the  sailors  and  soldiers  out  of  all  patience  with  them  after 
the  trouble  they  have  had  in  getting  here.  Now  and  then  the  army 
have  a  little  brush  with  their  pickets,  but  that  does  not  often  happen 
It  is  not  the  intention  of  these  rebels  to  fight ;  the  men  are  tired  ot 
the  war,  and  many  of  their  officers  are  anxious  to  go  into  cotton 
speculations.  A  large  trade  has  been  carried  on  between  this  and  IS  ew 
Orleans,  the  rebels  receiving  supplies  for  their  cotton.  There  is  a 
surprising  abundance  of  every  kind  of  food  in  this  country,  and  no 
suffering  among  the  people  except  for  luxuries;  it  would  be  folly  to 
suppose  they  could  all  be  starved  out.  The  only  way  is  to  take  pos¬ 
session  of  this  rich  region,  hold  it  with  a  strong  military  and  naval 

force,  and  enforce  the  laws.  ,  ,  T 

There  are  some  good  Union  men  here  who  have  suffered  much.  1 

hope  the  day  of  their  delivery  has  come. 
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General  Smith  has  left  a  good  force  at  the  forts  (and  I  left  the 
Benton  and  Essex)  to  destroy  them  effectually,  which  will  be  some 
labor.  We  have  seven  or  eight  thousand  troops  m  this  city,  and  are 
expecting  to  hear  soon  of  General  Banks’  arrival.  He  has  been  de- 
layed  by  storms,  which  have  made  the  roads  heavy. 

The  force  that  left  the  forts  with  a  party  under  General  Polignac 
from  Harrisonburg  has  gone  out  to  meet  General  Banks,  who  will 
soon  dispose  of  them,  and  the  chances  are  that  when  all  our  cavalry 
(now  approaching  with  General  Banks)  get  after  them,,  the  lebels 
will  be  captured  or  scattered,  not  to  unite  again  for  some  time. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  beg  leave  to  mention  as  a  proof  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
this  portion  of  General  Sherman’s  command,  under  Brigadier-General 
A.  J.  Smith,  did  their  work,  they  marched  28  miles,  starting  at  day¬ 
light,  built  a  bridge,  which  cost  them  over  two  hours’  hard  work,  had 
sharp  skirmishing,  and  artillery  attack  of  two  hours,  and  had  pos¬ 
session  of  the  forts  (all  intact)  before  sunset. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  military  moves  made  this  war. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps’ 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Ram  Eastport, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  March  16 ,  186J/.. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I  proceeded 
up  Red  River,  the  Lafayette ,  Choctaw ,  Osage ,  Neosho ,  Ozark.  Fort 
Hindman ,  and  Cricket  in  company,  meeting  with  no  obstacle  till 
we  reached  the  obstructions  8  miles  below  Fort  De  Russy  on  the 
14th  instant.  The  great  length  and  draft  of  the  Lafayette  and 
Choctaw  rendered  it  difficult  for  them  to  navigate  this  narrow  and 
crooked  river,  and  our  progress  was  slow.  Near  the  head  of  the 
rapids  were  works  for  light  artillery,  commanding  a  difficult  turn  in 
the  river,  which  had  been  recently  abandoned. 

The  obstructions  consisted  of  piles,  driven  across  the  river,  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  second  tier  of  shorter  ones,  on  wdiich  rested  braces  and 
ties  from  the  upper  ones.  Immediately  belowT  these  is  a  raft  of  tim¬ 
ber  well  secured  across  the  river  and  made  of  logs,  which  do  .not 
float.  Finally  a  forest  of  trees  had  been  cut  and  floated  down  upon 
the  piles  from  above.  The  river  had  broken  through  these  obstruc¬ 
tions  and  had  partially  undermined  the  rifle-pits  on  the  right  bank. 
The  Fort  Hindman  removed  a  portion  of  the  raft,  when  I  ran  this 
vessel  up,  and  both  by  pulling  and  ramming  broke  out  the  piles 
and  framework  still  obstructing  the  passage  of  vessels.  This  work 
consumed  nearly  the  entire  day. 

The  Osage,  Fort  Hindman,  and  Cricket  followed  me  through,  and 
we  hastened  up  to  the  fort.  For  a  short  time  there  had  been  rapid 
artillery  firing,  which  ceased  as  we  came  in  sight  of  the  works,  then 
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about-  sunset,  except  three  shots  fired  by  the  rebels  from  a  gun  in  an 
angle  of  the  water  battery. 

We  could  see  the  enemy  using  musketry  from  the  parapets  of  the 
rear  works,  but  could  see  nothing  of  the  attacking  force.  An  officer 
from  General  Smith  had  reached  the  vessel,  notifying  me  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  his  force,  but  with  no  advice  as  to  time  or  plan  of  attack. 

The  line  of  fire  of  the  gunboats  would  have  passed  directly  to  the 
rear  of  the  works,  injuring  our  own  people  more  than  the  enemy 
in  his  works.  I  fired  a  short-fuzed  shell  at  an  elevation  as  a  signal 
gun,  and  then  ventured  one  100-pounder  rifle  shell  at  the  water  bat¬ 
tery,  which  shell  burst  over  it,  and  the  enemy  ran  from  it.  A  few 
moments  after  this  a  white  flag  was  displayed  from  the  rear  works, 
some  600  yards  from  the  water  battery,  and  which  alone  had  been 
attacked. 

The  guns  and  works  were  captured  uninjured  and  185  prisoners 
fell  into  General  Smith’s  hands,  those  of  the  enemy  occupying  the 
water  battery  making  good  their  escape. 

General  Walker,  the  rebel  commander,  had  marched  out  with  5,000 
men,  ostensibly  to  attack  our  approaching  land  force,  leaving  a  gar¬ 
rison  of  but  300  men  to  defend  works  incomplete  and  of  considerable 
extent  and  which,  if  complete,  had  been  of  great  strength. 

Your  order  of  the  14th  instant  was  delayed  some  five  hours  be¬ 
yond  the  time  necessary  in  reaching  me  and  in  consequence  I  did  not 
reach  this  place  till  the  evening  of  the  15th,  a  short  time  after  the 
lighter  vessels  pushed  on  ahead,  and  which  had  arrived  one-half 
hour  too  late  to  capture  six  steamers  which  had  succeeded  in  getting 
over  the  falls  and  escaping  with  one  exception,  the  steamer  Countess , 
burned  by  the  enemy  after  grounding  on  the  falls.  Had  your  order 
duly  reached  me,  we  no  doubt  would  have  captured  the  steamers. 
By  morning  nine  gunboats  had  arrived  and  I  landed  a  force  of  180 
men  to  occupy  the  town  and  to  seize  rebel  property.  This  force, 
under  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  was  in  occupation  of  the 
place  when  you  arrived.  Seven  prisoners  of  war  were  captured  by 
the  pickets. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Mower,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
U.  S.  Navy,  hoping  for  sufficient  water  to  reach  Shreveport. 

Hdqrs.  First  and  Third  Divisions,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  Za.,  March  17 ,  186J, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica¬ 
tion  with  reference  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the  shoals.  I  still  hope 
we  shall  have  sufficient  water  to  be  able  to  proceed  to  Shreveport. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  A.  Mower, 

Brigadier-General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Portor, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 
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Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  test  of  the  strength  of 
Fort  De  Russy,  considered  by  the  Confederates  as  invulnerable. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  Red  River ,  March  17,  186b 
Admiral:  You  know  the  apparently  formidable  character  of  the 
iron-plated,  casemated  battery  constructed  by  the  rebels  here  at  the 
head  of  the  bend.  Some  of  the  rebel  officers,  prisoners,  had  boasted  ot 
its  invulnerability.  Consulting  with  General  A.  J.  Smith,  command¬ 
ing,  we  concluded  to  test,  last  evening,  the  powers  of  endurance  of 
this  paragon  of  rebel  defensive  works.  The  fear  of  injuring  our 
own  people  engaged  in  demolishing  the  other  works  somewhat  limited 
my  choice  of  position,  but  I  was  able  to  select  one,  nearly  m  front, 
distant  about  550  yards  from  the  battery.  As  it  was  nice  work,  I 
directed  Acting  Master  Parker,  my  executive  officer,  to  sight  the  gun. 
Although  the  glare  of  the  setting  sun  was  not  favorable  to  accuracy 
of  aim,  the  shots  were  good  ones.  One  of  the  Parrott  100-pounder 
rifles  was  used,  one  percussion  shell  and  four  solid  shot  being  fired. 
Even  the  shell  broke  and  shattered  the  railroad  iron,  whilst  the  solid 
shot  crashed  through,  making  holes  from  18  to  30  inches  long  by  8  to 
11  inches  wide,  burying  themselves  to  the  depth  of  11  to  2  feet  in  the 
solid  oak  backing,  and  badly  starting  the  timbers  on  the  inside.  One 
shot  struck  the  crest  of  the  work,  tearing  off  four  or  five  of  the  bars 
of  railroad  iron,  6  and  8  feet  long,  and  hurling  them  20  to  30  yards 
beyond.  A  shorter  piece,  flying  into  the  air  at  an  angle  of  45°,  was 
thrown  over  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  back  into  the  woods.  All  of 
the  shots  could  be  covered  by  a  circle  10  feet  in  diameter.  Generals 
A.  J.  Smith  and  Kilby  Smith  came  to  the  conclusion  that  50  similar 
shots  would  use  up  this  seemingly  invulnerable  work.  I  enclose  a 
rough  sketch  that  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  effect  of  the  firing. 

General  Smith,  with  his  troops,  leaves  here  this  morning.  Under 
your  orders,  I  will  remain  with  the  Essex  and  Benton.  We  have  got 
down  to  the  bank  the  following  guns:  Two  IX-inch;  1  rifled  32- 
pounder  banded;  one  32-pounder  of  61  hundredweight;  and  two  32- 
pounders  of  33  hundredweight.  Also  one  IX-inch  Marsilly  carriage, 
and  all  the  shot  and  shell.  The  powder  has  been  and  will  be  used  in 
destroying  the  works.  But  General  Smith  will  give  you  the  par¬ 
ticulars.  I  will  mention,  only,  as  the  result  of  our  experience,  that 
a  gun  weighing  over  9,000  pounds  can  be  slung  (dragging)  to  the 
axles  of  an  army  wagon  and  drawn  by  18  mules. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Benton, 
regarding  expedition  in  search  of  cotton,  and  leaky  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  March  18, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  I  got  underway 
with  this  vessel  and  ran  up  a  few  miles  and  back,  to  look  for  some 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


33 


cotton.  I  was  obliged  to  change  the  position  of  the  vessel  to  be 
clear  of  the  effects  of  the  blowing  up  of  a  magazine.  In  our  little 
trip  the  vessel  did  not  at  any  time  strike  the  bank  with  any  force. 
She  grazed  it  a  few  times,  but  that  did  not  jar  her.  After  making 
fast,  she  commenced  leaking  more  freely  than  ever;  we,  however, 
kept  it  under,  and,  by  shifting  weight  from  the  starboard  quarter,  we 
have  the  leak  under  control. 

I  am  fully  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  the  oakum  has,  to  a 
certain  extent,  been  jarred  out  of  the  seams  on  the  starboard  side,  and 
possibly  on  the  bottom.  When  we  remain  quiet,  the  leak  subsides, 
but  working  the  engine  causes  her  to  open  again. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  make  so  bad  a  report  of  our  condition.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  withdraw  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  reporting 
that  we  were  all  right  again. 

I  have  removed  a  good  deal  of  weight  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
leaks,  and  think  that,  with  careful  handling,  we  can  get  along  very 
well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding  Benton. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  sketch  showing  effect  of 

rifle  shot  on  Fort  De  Russy. 

No.  86.]  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Of  Alexandria ,  La .,  March  20 , 1861/,. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  sketch*  of  an  iron  casemated  battery  showing 
the  effects  of  four  rifle  shot  from  the  guns  of  the  Essex — the  experi¬ 
ment  having  been  tried  to  test  the  work.  The  distance  fired  from 
was  550  yards. 

This  is  one  of  the  strongest  works  ever  built  of  earth  and  iron,  and 
was  supposed  capable  of  effectually  resisting  our  ironclads. 

Ten  100-pounder  rifles,  ten  XT-inch  guns,  twenty  IX-inch,  six 
30-pounder  rifles,  and  eight  YUI-inch  guns  would  have  been  brought 
to  bear  on  this  work  at  one  time,  to  say  nothing  of  50  guns  firing 
shrapnel — the  result  can  be  easily  imagined. 

I  send  the  sketch  for  the  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C . 


*  See  vol.  11,  p.  733. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  sketch  of  Fort  De  Rnssy 

and  surrounding  country. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  21.  186 If. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  the  information  of 
the  Department  a  sketch  of  Fort  De  Russy,  Red  River,  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dominy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
General  Bragg,  regarding  the  loan  of  howitzer  to  transport  Black  Hawk,  car¬ 
rying  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  March  23,  186 f. 
Sir:  Major-General  Banks  arrived  here  this  evening  on  the  trans¬ 
port  Black  Hawk,  bound  up  Red  River.  He  desired  a  convoy,  which, 
being  unable  to  give  him,  I,  at  his  request,  loaned  him  my  12-pound 
howitzer,  he  promising  to  return  it  by  first  opportunity. 

The  Brown  arrived  this  evening  with  three  barges  of  coal,  and  she 
starts  up  in  the  morning  with  one  barge  for  Alexandria.  As  the  B. 
has  no  Red  River  pilot  aboard  of  her,  I  send  a  man  who  has  been 
loaned  to  me  by  the  Black  Hawk,  and  have  requested  him  to  report 
to  you  on  his  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  fuel. 

Headquarters  Red  River  Expedition, 

Steamer  Clara  Bell,  March  2Jh  186 If. 

Many  of  my  boats  are  quite  out  of  wood.  I  am  informed  it  can  be 
procured  about  twenty  miles  below  on  the  river  bank.  Will  I  have 
time  to  run  a  portion  of  the  boats  down  to  wood  up?  What  little 
coal  we  have  I  want  to  save. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


A.  J.  Smith, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Enclosure.] 


Sketch  of  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  March,  1864. 

C.  Fendall,  United  States  Coast  Survey. 

Note. — The  Navy  took  possession  of  these  forts  in  1863  and  partly  destroyed  them.  On  their 
leaving  the  river  the  works  were  again  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels,  who  commenced 
rebuilding  them  and  added  considerably  to  their  size.  March  14,  1864,  Fort  De  Russy  was 
recaptured  by  the  United  States  forces  under  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
the  gunboats,  Eastport,  Osage,  Fort  Hindman,  and  Cricket  approaching  at  the  time.  The 
Army  took  it  by  assault  witti  small  loss. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  amount  of  cotton  cap¬ 
tured  in  Red  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  2%,  186 L 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  captured  2,021  bales 
of  rebel  cotton  since  we  came  into  this  river,  all  of  which  has  been 
sent  to  Cairo,  together  with  28  barrels  of  molasses.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C . 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  judge  of  the  district  court  of 
Illinois,  naming  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  prize  cotton,  etc. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria,  La.,  March  186.f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  adjudication  and  condemnation 
2,129  bales  of  cotton,  28  barrels  molasses,  and  18  bales  of  wool,  cap¬ 
tured  from  the  rebels  and  belonging  to  Confederate  Government. 
This  cotton,  wool,  and  molasses  were  captured  in  presence  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  vessels,  which  are  all  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  the  cotton  may  be  sold  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  it  is  badly  baled,  and  it  may  be  accidentally  burned  and  lost  to 
the  Navy. 

I  also  request  that  previous  to  being  sold  it  may  be  advertised  in 
the  Cairo  papers. 

Vessels  entitled  to  share :  Black  Hawk,  Eastport,  Lafayette,  Neo¬ 
sho,  Ozark,  Choctaw,  Osage,  Chillicothe ,  Louisville,  C arondelet ,  Ben¬ 
ton,  Pittsburg,  Mound  City,  Essex,  Lexington,  Ouachita,  Fort  Hind¬ 
man,  Cricket ,  Gazelle ,  General  Price. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  S.  H.  Treat, 

TJ .  S.  District  Judge,  Springfield ,  III. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  outrages  committed  by 
negroes  and  referring  to  another  test  of  batteries  at  Fort  De  Russy. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy,  March  25,  186 J, \. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  yesterday’s  date  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Voorhees.  My  action 
in  regard  to  the  outrages  committed  by  negroes  had  anticipated  your 
instructions,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  since  Sunday 
last.  The  army  established  here  a  recruiting  station  for  colored 
troops,  with  contraband  camp  attached,  under  charge  of  a  Captain 
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Lee.  He  had  enlisted  some  257  soldiers,  and  some  700  or  800  other 
negroes  have  come  into  the  camp.  The  latter  are  mostly  women  and 
children.  As  soon  as  I  learned  of  the  perpetration  of  outrages — there 
have  been  very  few  altogether — I  sent  for  Captain  Lee,  and  assumed 
the  authority  of  giving  to  him  such  orders  as  would  prevent  their 
recurrence,  and  some  real  grievances  I  caused  to  be  redressed.  I 
did  not  pretend  to  any  direct  control  over  those  belonging  to  the 
Army;  but  I  assured  Captain  Lee  that  in  the  interests  of  humanity 
I  would  take  means  to  prevent  outrages  and  severely  punish  offenders. 
I  found  him  disposed  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  preserve  good  order, 
and  for  several  days  past  I  have  heard  no  complaints,  save  of  inso¬ 
lence  or  threats  on  the  part  of  the  negroes.  I  confined  one  contra¬ 
band  twenty-four  hours  in  double  irons  for  making  threats  to  burn 
a  small  lot  of  cotton.  He  was  terribly  frightened,  and  the  effect 
was  good. 

Before  burning  the  railroad-iron  casemated  battery,  I  gave  its 
powers  of  endurance  another  trial,  this  time  with  IX-inch  solid  shot, 
at  about  300  yards.  The  guns  had  the  best  of  it,  the  shot  cutting  out 
and  rending  the  iron  (4  inches  thick)  and  burying  themselves  in  the 
wood.  None  passed  through,  though  splinters  of  oak  were  torn  off 
on  the  inside ;  one  splinter  was  7  feet  long,  a  foot  wide,  and  half  a 
foot  thick,  or  deep.  Iron  bars  were  sent  spinning  high  in  air  and 
fell,  with  a  boomerang-like  eccentricity  and  rush,  in  rear  of  the  work. 
As  the  Missouri  is  similarly  protected,  these  experiments  assure  us 
of  the  success  that  must  attend  our  attack,  should  she  wait  to  receive 
it.  As  soon  as  a  diagram  of  the  casemate  is  completed  I  will  send 
you  a  regular  report. 

Trusting,  admiral,  that  you  will  bear  in  mind  your  promise  to  send 
for  us  when  there  is  water  enough,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


letter  from  Brigadier-General  Lee,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  requesting  means  of  ferriage  for  a  cavalry  picket. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Div.,  Dept,  or  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  March  25, 186 A 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  directed  by  General  Banks  to  place  a  cavalry 
picket  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

Will  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  place  at  my  disposal,  at  2  p.  m. 
to-day,  means  of  ferriage  for  about  75  to  100  men  and  horses? 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Lee, 

Brigadier-General ,  Comdg.  Cavalry,  Department  of  Gulf. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Dominy,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  the  restriction  of  boats  and  individuals  from  pass¬ 
ing  into  Red  River. 

Headquarters  Department  or  the  Gulf, 

New-  Orleans ,  March  23, 186 j. 

Captain:  Orders  have  been  given  at  New  Orleans  to  pass  no  boat 
for  the  Red  River  except  in  the  employment  of  the  Government.  No 
citizen  or  person  not  connected  with  the  Army  should  be  allowed  to 
go  up  the  river  except  upon  a  pass  approved  by  myself  or  Brigadier- 
General  James  Bowen,  provost-marshal  of  the  department.  No 
recruiting  officer  or  other  person  not  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
should  be  allowed  to  go  up  without  such  a  pass.  The  public  service 
requires  that  this  regulation  should  be  strictly  enforced.  All  boats 
in  the  service  of  the  Government  are  chartered  by  the  quartermaster, 
Colonel  S.  B.  Holabird,  and  no  person,  except  he  be  in  his  service, 
will  be  passed  upon  these  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  Dominy, 

Commanding  Fleet  at  the  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


Order  for  officers  in  charge  of  patrol. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton,  March  25,  186  j. 

Destroy  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  boat  or  scow,  no  matter  to 
whom  it  may  belong.  Disarm  any  negroes  found  committing  out¬ 
rages.  Take  no  one  on  board  the  tug  other  than  prisoners.  If  you 
find  anyone  carrying  letters,  take  him  prisoner. 

If  you  see  anyone  with,  or  attempting  to  use  offensively,  torpedoes, 
shoot  him  on  the  spot. 

Keep  the  men  under  control  and  alloiv  no  straying  from  the  river 
bank. 

Allow  no  pillaging.  The  officer  in  charge  will  do  all  the  business. 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrest  of 
Nelson  Bunker  and  destruction  of  flats  and  skiffs  by  patrol  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Fort  De  Russy ,  March  26, 186 j. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  to-day,  the  party  that 
were  on  the  tug  patrolling  arrested,  about  20  miles  above  this  place, 
a  man,  Nelson  Bunker,  who  was  dressed  in  the  United  States  uni¬ 
form  and  says  he  belongs  to  the  Second  New  York  Regiment.  He 
says  he  got  drunk  at  Alexandria  and  was  induced  by  a  companion  to 
leave.  Our  men  chased  but  did  not  succeed  in  capturing  the  man 
referred  to.  By  direction  of  Commander  Townsend  I  send  the 
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prisoner  to  you  on  the  Fort  Hindman.  The  tug  party  destroyed  a 
large  number  of  flats  and  skiffs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dominy,  TT.  S.  Army,  regarding  restric¬ 
tion  of  boats  and  individuals  passing  into  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  March  26,  186 

Sir:  As  Major-General  Banks  passed  up  by  here  he  left  me  a  copy 
of  an  order  issued  in  New  Orleans,  and  requested  me  to  bring  all 
boats  bound  up  Red  River  alongside,  and  to  see  that  no  citizens  were 
allowed  to  go  up  that  river  without  the  proper  passes,  and  since  I 
received  his  request  I  have  done  so. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  order. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizure  of 

cotton. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Fort  He  Russy,  March  28,  186 J. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  party  from  this  vessel 
seized,  yesterday,  13  bales  of  cotton  on  the  abandoned  plantation  of 
a  noted  rebel  named  Bondurant.  To-day  our  men  got  18  bales  from 
the  same  place,,  which  they  baled  themselves,  using  up  an  old  awning 
for  the  purpose. 

I  have  now  on  hand  62  bales,  and  have  to  request  that  we  may 
be  relieved  of  it,  as  it  is  difficult  to  keep  it  dry  during  the  rains. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  Commanding  Benton. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  slow  progress  up  the 
river  of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  97.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  Mound  City,  March  29, 186 
Sir  :  Being  about  to  leave  for  Shreveport,  or  as  high  up  the  river 
as  I  can  get,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  progress. 
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After  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  two  and  a  half  days’  hard  work, 
we  succeeded  in  getting  the  Eastyort  over  the  rocks  on  the  falls, 
hauling  her  over  by  main  force.  Now  and  then  a  rise  of  an  inch 
or  so  of  water  would  help  her  along,  and  she  finally  was  enabled  to 
pass  the  advance  of  the  army  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
25  miles  above  Alexandria.  Other  vessels  got  through,  and  a  few 
more  remain  to  be  got  over,  when  we  will  push  on  to  the  end.  It  is 
very  slow  work  getting  over  these  rocks,  but  as  yet  we  have  met  with 
no  accidents.  One  hospital  ship  \Woodford\,  belonging  to  the 
Marine  Brigade,  sunk  on  the  falls  by  striking  on  the  rocks,  but  all 
the  rest  of  the  transports  went  over  safely.  I  shall  only  be  able  to 
take  up  a  part  of  the  force  I  brought  with  me,  and  leave  the  river 
guarded  all  the  way  through.  The  rebels  are  retreating  before  the 
army,  and,  as  usual,  are  destroying  everything  that  can  fall  into  our 
hands,  treating  public  and  private  property  alike.  This  is  the  last 
hold  they  will  have  in  this  country,  and  they  seem  determined  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  unoffending  inhabitants  who  have 
some  little  cotton  to  dispose  of.  Their  destructiveness  has  been  a 
death  blow  to  the  rebellion  in  this  State,  and  General  Dick  Taylor 
has  left  a  name  behind  him  to  be  execrated  when  the  rebellion  is  long 
past.  Confederate  money  is  worth  here  one  quarter  of  a  cent  on  the 
dollar,  or  the  most  I  have  heard  offered  is  3  cents.  The  currency 
of  a  country  is  the  best  proof  of  its  prosperity.  The  health  of  the 
squadron,  I  am  happy  to  say,  continues  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C 


Order  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Benton,  to  proceed  above  Alexandria. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  March  30,  186 If. 

Captain  :  The  admiral  gives  me  the  following  instructions  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Benton: 

Direct  Captain  Greer  to  proceed  up  river,  if  his  leak  will  permit,  as  far  as 
the  high  bluff  8  miles  below  Alexandria,  [La.],  or  where  they  commenced  a  fort 
last  year.  I  want  him  to  lie  where  he  will  command  the  position  with  his 
guns,  and  at  the  same  time  leave  the  channel  clear. 

No  other  orders  are  necessary.  Your  own  excellent  judgment  will 
guide  you  in  any  such  exigencies  as  may  chance  to  arise. 

In  parting  from  you  after  our  genial  and  very  pleasant  companion¬ 
ship,  both  official  and  personal,  I  can  not  but  express  the  sincere 
regret  I  feel  in  bidding  you  good  bye. 

Trusting  that  the  intercourse  that  has  proved  so  agreeable  may 
often  again  be  renewed, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ironclad  Benton. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  obstruction  of  the  river  by  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La March  SO ,  186 If — 11 : 15  a.  m. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  that  the  enemy  are  trying  to  obstruct  the  river  at  Loggy 
Bayou. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier- General ,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  captured  cot¬ 
ton  collected  at  Fort  De  Russy. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  March  30,  186 If. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  list  of  cotton 
now  at  this  point : 

Seven  bales  seized  on  the  Atchafalaya  on  March  13,  1864,  from  a 
rebel,  name  unknown. 

Twenty-four  bales  seized  on  Red  River,  March  16,  1864,  at  Mr. 
Brochard’s.  Loyalty  doubtful ;  married  six  months  ago  widow  of  a 
man  who  died  or  was  killed  in  C.  S.  Army.  This  woman,  it  is  said, 
owned  the  property. 

Eight  bales,  March  29,  1864,  same. 

Eighteen  bales,  March  27,  1864,  Red  River,  Johnson’s  place.  He 
is  a  bitter  rebel,  gone  to  Texas.  This  cotton  is  said  to  be  owned  by  a 
Mr.  Voinche  (of  very  doubtful  loyalty  and  reputation)  ;  claims  to 
be  a  foreigner,  it  is  said. 

Thirteen  bales,  March  28,  same  as  above. 

Nine  bales,  March  29,  same  as  above. 

Forty-six  bales,  March  30 ;  seized  at  Mr.  Guillebert’s,  near  Marks- 
ville.  A  bitter  rebel. 

Ten  bales,  March  30;  seized  at  Mr.  Gangrous’  place.  Said  to  be 
loyal. 

Three  bales,  March  30 ;  seized  at  Mr.  Garrett’s.  Said  to  be  loyal. 

Twenty  bales,  March  30;  seized  at  Justin  Janeau’s,  Red  River. 
Doubtful. 

Ten  bales,  March  30 ;  seized  at  G.  W.  Snoddy’s,  Red  River.  Said 
to  be  loyal. 

One  bale  (damaged),  March  30;  seized  at  J.  Norman’s,  Red  River. 
Said  to  be  loyal. 

Total.  169. 

Mr.  Voinche,  mentioned  above,  is  said  to  be  a  bad  man;  has  helped 
the  Confederates  very  much.  A  man  living  near,  or  at  Marksville, 
named  Antoine  Maras,  can  testify  against  him.  I  have  not  had  time 
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to  obtain  his  affidavit.  Mr.  Voinche  is  said  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
cotton  in  Marksville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  G  ommanding  Benton. 

Commander  R.  Townsend, 

Commanding  U.  tS.  S.  Essex. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  captured  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Bluffs ,  below  Alexandria ,  April  7,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place.  On  the 
two  days  previous  to  my  departure  from  Fort  De  Russy  I  seized 
107  bales  of  cotton,  which  makes  a  total  of  169  that  I  have  taken.  I 
left  it  with  Captain  Townsend,  to  be  sent  up  on  first  naval  transport. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant- G ommander,  G ommanding  Benton. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  making  general  reference  to  operations. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville ,  April  3,  186f. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  received  yours  from  Fort  De  Russy,  and  was 
much  gratified  that  you  were  so  well  pleased  with  General  A.  J. 
Smith  and  the  troops' I  sent  with  you  up  Red  River.  In  organizing 
that  command  I  had  in  view  that  end,  as  also  a  fighting  column  equal 
to  anything.  I  could  not  control  General  Banks’  movements,  but  he 
certainly  assured  me  he  was  all  ready  and  would  beat  my  troops  to 
Alexandria.  He  had  for  preparation  all  the  time  I  was  gone  to 
Meridian,  and  I  only  had  from  the  3d  of  March  to  the  10th  to  put 
my  troops  on  board  at  Vicksburg  and  join  you  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River.  But  I  can’t  be  responsible  for  General  Banks  and  leave  him 
to  play  his  own  game  of  war.  I  clearly  foresaw  the  course  of  events 
and  stipulated  that  my  quota  of  10,000  would  be  wanted  out  of  Red 
River  by  the  10th  of  April.  I  must  have  them  and  leave  General 
Steele  to  continue  to  cooperate  with  General  Banks. 

Their  conjoint  forces  are  fully  adequate  to  the  remaining  part  of 
the  programme.  I  understand  from  unofficial  sources  that  General 
Smith,  in  cooperation  with  your  fleet,  has  already  captured  the  fort, 
De  Russy,  Alexandria,  and  also  Natchitoches,  including,  I  suppose, 
the  fortified  point,  Grand  Ecore.  This  leaves  General  Banks  nothing 
but  Shreveport,  and  it  may  be,  if  Red  River  is  up,  that  before  this 
reaches  you  Shreveport  will  be  also  in  our  possession.  Forrest  has 
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availed  himself  of  our  absence  to  come  np  as  far  as  Paducah.  He 
attempted  to  capture  the  fort,  but  was  whipped  off  badly.  He  can  not 
make  a  lodgment  on  the  river  anywhere,  and  the  longer  he  stays  up 
in  that  pocket  the  better  chance  we  have  of  bagging  or  breaking  up 
his  force.  I  want  Smith’s  command  to  move  with  great  rapidity  up 
the  Yazoo  as  far  as  Greenwood,  disembark,  and  occupy  Grenada,  then 
to  act  according  to  circumstances,  and  strike  across  to  join  on  my 
forces  here  at  Decatur,  Ala.  I  wish  you  would  let  him  have  a  few 
tin-clads  up  the  Yazoo  to  cover  the  disembarkation  and  to  escort 
back  to  the  Mississippi  his  boats. 

We  are  getting  ready  for  big  licks,  and  if  it  should  so  result  that 
we  can  whip  Lee  and  Joe  Johnston  fairly  and  squarely  it  would  seem 
that  a  result  is  approaching.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  indulge  in  dreams, 
but  to  use  rapidly  and  boldly  all  the  forces  at  my  disposal.  I  write 
by  this  opportunity  to  Generals  Steele,  Banks,  and  A.  J.  Smith,  all 
to  the  same  effect.  Socially,  I  regret  that  our  operations  are  carry¬ 
ing  us  farther  and  farther  apart,  but  in  the  end  I  hope  we  will  meet 
a-gain  in  a  glorious  peace,  if  passible. 

Your  friend,  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Fleet. 


Report  of  lieutenant  Baclie,  IT.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  death  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe. 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington, 

25  miles  above  Grand  Ecore,  April  4, 186 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jos.  P.  Couthouy,  of  the  Chilli- 
cothe.  When  about  5  miles  above  Grand  Ecore  on  the  evening  of  the 
3d  instant  we  discovered  a  couple  of  rebels  lurking  about  some  burn¬ 
ing  cotton  and  immediately  gave  them  two  howitzer  shells,  when  they 
disappeared.  Captain  Couthouy  being  in  the  sternmost  vessel,  came 
on  deck  to  see  what  the  firing  was  about,  and  in  the  act  of  stepping 
from  the  ladder  to  the  turret,  was  shot  through  the  body.  The  ball 
passed  through  the  starboard  chimney  before  hitting  him  and  was 
fired  from  the  direction  of  the  starboard  quarter.  The  cowardly 
scamp  got  off,  as  I  did  not  learn  of  the  fact  till  after  we  came  to, 
about  1  o’clock.  Captain  Couthouy  desired  me  to  tell  you  not  to 
suppose  that  he  exposed  himself  recklessly ;  that  he  went  on  the  turret 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  He  died  yesterday  morning  about  9  o’clock, 
and,  I  believe,  not  in  much  pain.  I  have  had  an  air-tight  coffin  made, 
m  which  we  hope  to  preserve  his  body  till  it  reaches  his  family. 
Captain  Couthouy,  as  you  well  know,  sir,  was  recognized  as  one  of 
our  most  valuable  volunteer  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 

.  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


43 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Richardson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Price,  for  convoy 
duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  April  5 ,  1864- 

Sir:  You  will,  with  your  vessel,  be  ready  to  leave  to-morrow 
morning  at  half-past  (>,  and  as  soon  as  the  army  transport  Ja'tnes 
Hattie  is  ready,  will  convoy  her  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  On 
your  arrival  take  in  what  coal  you  require  with  all  dispatch,  and 
unless  you  should  meet  with  coal'  coming  up  the  river,  take  a  barge 
in  tow  and  return  to  this  place. 

Say  to  Captain  Dominy  that  he  must  expedite  the  Champion , 
Benefit ,  and  other  boats  ordered  up  here,  all  that  lies  in  his  power. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant-  C  ornmander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richardson, 

Commanding  General  Price. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  death  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Chillicothe. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Grand  Ecore ,  La.,  April  7,  1864.. 

Sir:  I  regret  very  much  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jos.  P.  Couthouy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chil¬ 
licothe.  This  estimable  officer  was  picked  off  by  a  guerilla  while  on 
the  deck  of  his  vessel,  directing  his  guns  on  a  large  body  of  cavalry 
that  were  engaged  at  the  time  with  our  cavalry;  the  former  were 
compelled  to  retreat  by  the  fire  of  the  gunboats.  The  death  of 
Captain  Couthouy  is  much  regretted  by  officers  and  men,  and  by  no 
one  more  than  myself,  as  he  was  a  zealous  and  patriotic  officer. 

He  was  shot  on  the  3d  instant  and  died  on  the  4th.  I  am  sir, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Ensign  Terry,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  delivering  stores  to  naval  vessels 
on  the  way. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  April  8,  1864- 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  Benefit  and  proceed  to  join 
Admiral  Porter  up  the  river.  Deliver  the  stores  you  have  for  the 
vessels  as  you  go  along  with  all  dispatch. 

Keep  a  bright  look  for  the  enemy  along  the  banks.  Never  tie  to 
the  bank,  but  anchor  in  mid-stream,  and  always  have  an  officer  on 
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deck  and  one  watch  of  men  armed.  Post  sentinels  and  observe  the 
usual  practice  of  the  river  and  this  squadron. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C o mmanding. 

Ensign  S.  W.  Terry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

In  charge  Steamer  Benefit. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  grounding  of  steamer  Iberville. 

Headquarters  Division  17th  Army  Corps, 

Steamer  Hastings ,  April  8,  186 

Admiral:  I  have  got  the  Iberville  off,  but  she  is  very  heavily 
laden  with  ordnance,  drawing  now  6^  feet.  Her  pilot  reports  that 
she  must  be  lightened  before  he  can  work  further.  I  have  ordered 
relief  for  her. 

With  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Kilby  Smith, 

B rigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter  TJ  S 
Navy,  referring  to  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  April  8-9,  and  proposing  to 
communicate  with  the  gunboats  at  Springfield  Landing. 

Pleasant  Hill,  [La.],  April  9 ,  1864. 
Admiral:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  advance  of  his  forces  reached  a  point  about  5  miles  this 
side  of  Mansfield  about  noon  yesterday.  There  the  advance  became 
engaged  with  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  proved  to  be  the  com¬ 
bined  forces  of  Green  and  Price.  After  hard  fighting  until  sunset 
with  largely  superior  numbers  the  advance  party  had  to  fall  back, 
with  considerable  loss  in  men,  artillery,  and  transportation,  under 
cover  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,"  which  managed  to  hold  its 
ground  through  the  night  and  fall  back  to  form  a  junction  with 
General  Smith’s  forces  here  this  morning.  I  intend  to  return  this 
evening  on  the  same  road  with  General  Franklin’s  and  General  A.  J. 
Smith’s  commands,  and  to  be  in  communication  with  the  transports 
of  General  Kilby  Smith  and  the  gunboats  at  Springfield  Landing 
on  Sunday  evening  or  Monday  forenoon.  The  major-general  com¬ 
manding  has  ordered  General  Grover  to  join  his  forces  to  those  of 
General  Kilby  Smith  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  admiral,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-General  and,  Chief  of  Staff. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  Miss.  Squadron ,  off  Grand  Ecore. 


Sketch  of  the  Roads  near  the  Battlefields  of  April  8  and  9,  1864. 

Maj.  Le  Due. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  difficulties  existing  after 
the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  April  8-9,  in  view  of  the  proposed  withdrawal  of 
army  forces. 

Flagship  Cricket, 

Grand  Ecore ,  La.,  April  186 A 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  is  a  report  of  my  expedition  up  Red 
River.  In  that  report  I  touched  lightly  upon  army  affairs  from 
prudential  motives,  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  to  the  public  all 
the  facts  connected  with  the  case.  Still,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state 
to  the  department  all  the  difficulties  now  existing.  I  have  done  all 
I  could  to  cooperate  with  the  army  and  make  the  move  a  successful 
one,  and  the  cooperation  has  been  carried  on  most  harmoniously. 

I  saw  the  orders  of  General  Halleck  to  Generals  Sherman,  Steele, 
and  Banks  to  undertake  this  campaign,  indicating  in  a  precise  man¬ 
ner  how  it  was  to  be  done.  The  plan  has  been  carried  out  to  the 
letter,  except  gaining  a  victory,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  gunboats 
was  deemed  essential  to  success.  At  the  beginning,  while  we  co¬ 
operated  with  General  A.  J.  Smith,  of  General  Sherman’s  command, 
wye  carried  everything  before  us,  and  if  we  have  not  met  with  con¬ 
tinued  success,  it  is  owing  to  the  delay  of  General  Banks’  army,  who 
were  ten  days  behindhand,  an  important  period  in  a  campaign. 

The  army  here  has  met  with  a  great  defeat,  no  matter  what  the 
generals  try  to  make  of  it.  With  the  defeat  has  come  demoraliza¬ 
tion,  and  it  will  take  some  time  to  reorganize  and  make  up  the 
deficiencies  in  killed  and  prisoners.  The  whole  affair  has  been 
seriouslv  mismanaged.  Finding  the  enemy  retreating  before  them 
with  25,000  men  yet  unscattered,  our  troops  moved  on  with  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  meeting*  with  no  serious  opposition.  It  was  known,  how¬ 
ever,*  at  headquarters  that  the  enemy  were  posted  at  Mansfield,  and 
talked  of  giving  us  battle,  notwithstanding  which  6,000  raw  cavalry 
were  placed  in  advance  with  a  large  baggage  train  close  after  them, 
and  onlv  supported  by  2,500  infantry  under  General  Ransom,  who 
protested  strongly,  but  in  vain,  against  the  arrangement.  The 
enemy,  numbering  45,000,  took  advantage  of  this  state  of  things  and 
attacked  the  head  of  the  cavalry  column  with  their  whole  force. 
Of  course  thev  were  routed  in  a  short  time,  fell  back,  running  o\ ei 
the  infantry,  made  a  stampede  among  the  wagons,  and  the  whole 
mass  was  mixed  up  in  inextricable  confusion. 

The  action  took  place  4  miles  this  side  of  Mansfield  and  it  was  a 
disorderly  rout  as  far  as  Pleasant  Hill,  15  miles,  where  a  stand  was 
made  The  enemy  followed,  doubtless  much  surprised  with  their 
easy  victory,  until  checked  by  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  under 
General  Franklin,  which  opened  its  ranks  and  let  the  flying  multi¬ 
tude  pass  to  their  rear.  In  their  turn  the  Nineteenth  Corps  attacked 
the  enemv  and  repulsed  them  in  a  very  short  time,  but  not  in  time 
to  save  the  cavalry  train,  all  of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels,  and  18  pieces  of  artillery.  Had  Franklin’s  corps  been  in 
front  a  complete  victory  would  have  been  ours.  It  was  the  worst 
managed  affair  that  I  ever  heard  of.  I  can  not  ascertain  where  the 
fault  was.  . 

It  was  determined,  I  believe,  to  retreat  that  night  or  next  morn¬ 
ing,  but  the  enemy  attacked  the  next  day  (the  9th)  and  our  aimv 
had  to  act  on  the  defensive.  The  enemy  came  on  with  a  boldness 
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and  desperation  seldom  met  with  during  this  war.  Their  canteens 
were  found  to  be  filled  with  Louisiana  rum,  which  accounts  for  it. 
They  were  mowed  down  by  our  fire,  and  though  at  first  they  broke 
one  of  our  wings,  they  had  to  stop  when  General  A.  J.  Smith  with 
8,000  of  the  Seventeeth  Corps  charging  through  the  Nineteeth 
Corps,  met  them  with  the  bayonet,  and  the  other  troops  rallying, 
poured  in  a  destructive  fire.  The  rebels  fled  in  wild  confusion,  leav¬ 
ing  their  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field  and  two  of  the  guns  cap¬ 
tured  from  us  the  day  before.  General  A.  J.  Smith  chased  them 
for  2  miles,  when  they  disappeared,  and  did  not  stop  until  they  had 
retreated  6  miles.  This  time  we  really  gained  the  victory,  though 
we  came  near  losing  it.  Notwithstanding  our  success,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  fall  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  which  was  done.  The  rebels  sent 
in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking  permission  to  bury  their  dead.  They  were, 
doubtless,  much  astonished  to  find  no  one  there  to  receive  it.  This  is 
one  of  those  instances  when  two  armies  ran  away  from  each  other. 

When  I  arrived  here  I  found  a  bad  state  of  affairs,  the  army  much 
demoralized,  and  the  men  talking  loudly  of  the  mismanagement 
which  thinned  their  numbers.  General  Sherman  had  sent  a  bearer 
of  dispatches  to  recall  General  Smith’s  division,  and  I  was  waited 
for  to  decide  what  course  to  take.  I  raised  my  voice  against  its 
departure,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  victorious,  were  ani¬ 
mated  with  a  desire  to  go  ahead,  and  had  full  confidence  in  their 
general.  In  the  next  place  I  felt  assured  that  if  General  Smith 
should  leave,  it  would  be  construed  into  a  defeat  by  the  rebels,  and 
would  result  in  the  remainder  of  the  army  retreating  with  great  loss 
of  material. 

.  The  most  important  consideration,  however,  is  that  General 
Steele  is  now  within  striking  distance  of  Shreveport,  waiting  for 
our  troops  to  advance.  If  this  army  were  to  withdraw,  the  enemy 
would  turn  upon  Steele  with  their  whole  force  and  crush  him.  He, 
not  anticipating  any  of  the  unfortunate  events  which  have  occurred 
here,  would  probably  come  up  with  a  very  strong  force  in  his  front, 
while  an  equal  one  would  be  thrown  in  his  rear.  I  wrote  to  General 
Sherman,  explaining  the  reasons  of  retaining  his  men,  which  de¬ 
ficiency  he  can  easily  make  up  by  taking  from  the  large  force  in 
Arkansas  (now  not  wanted),  an  equal  number  of  men. 

I  was  also  influenced  in  my  decision  by  a  desire  to  save  my  squad¬ 
ron,  which,  if  left  here  in  falling  water  without  a  land  force,  the  gun¬ 
boats  aground  could  do  nothing,  and  this  is  a  case  of  mutual  protection. 
When  I  left  here,  I  placed  the  vessels  remaining  behind  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  with  orders  to  look  out  for  them 
and  watch  the  falling  water.  He  had  dropped  some  of  them  below 
the  bar.  When  our  army  came  in  retreating,  he  ordered  up  four  of 
the  boats  again  to  take  position  to  cover  our  troops.  That  was  all 
well  and  proper,  but  he  should  have  dropped  them  down  when  he 
saw  there  was  no  danger  of  an  attack,  and  I  could  then  have  easily 
got  them  to  Alexandria.  As  it  is,  the  thing  is  uncertain  without  a 
rise  in  the  river.  Now  is  the  time  of  full  river,  the  snows  melting 
and  the  rains  commencing,  but  we  have  nothing  of  the  kind,  the 
water  falling  steadily  8  inches  a  day.  The  moment  I  came  down,  I 
ordered  the  boats  below  the  bar,  but  a  pontoon  bridge  obstructs  the 
way  and  detains  us  in  getting  along.  I  shall  know  in  an  hour  what 
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success  to  expect.  I  shall  then  go  to  work  lightening  the  vessels.  In 
all  my  operations  I  have  an  eye  to  the  water.  As  long  as  I  have  plenty 
of  meat,  I  fear  no  other  obstacles.  In  this  instance  I  was  governed 
by  the  reports  made  by  Red  River  pilots  that  we  would  have  plenty 
of  water  until  June  and  a  high  rise  at  that  time.  General  Banks 
was  so  impatient  to  move  that  all  I  could  get  him  to  sa}^  was,  “  There 
will  be  plenty  of  water,”  and  dwelling  much  on  the  importance  of 
the  gunboats.  It  was  well  we  came  up,  for  I  am  convinced  the 
rebels  would  have  attacked  this  broken  army  at  Grand  Ecore  had 
we  not  been  here  to  cover  them.  I  do  not  think  our  army  would 
be  in  a  condition  to  meet  them.  I  can  get  away  from  here  without 
trouble  now  by  taking  out  my  guns,  and  can  lie  below  the  town  in 
3  fathoms  water  for  a  long  time  to  come,  holding  a  position  that 
would  completely  cover  the  army;  but  if  I  was  to  leave  altogether, 
it  would  be  a  stain  upon  the  Navy  for  all  time  to  come,  and  would  be 
followed  by  a  disastrous  retreat  of  the  army  with  much  loss  of  men. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  have  determined  to  hold  on  to  as  many 
of  the  vessels  as  I  can,  hoping  that  the  usual  rise  will  come;  we 
only  want  a  foot  more  to  go  up  and  down  as  we  please.  I  have 
light-draft  vessels  that  will  take  the  place  of  the  heavy  vessels  in  case 
I  can  take  these  below,  but  if  the  rebels  bring  in  heavy  guns,  the 
ironclads  will  be  the  only  ones  to  be  depended  on. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  ye  have  met  with  not  the  loss  of  a  rope  yarn.  I 
even  stopped  to  bring  down  a  steamboat  that  the  army  had  ordered 
to  be  burned,  not  wishing  the  rebels  to  say  that  we  had  to  burn  her. 

I  do  not  wish  to  lose  anything,  and  want  to  understand  at  once 
whether  the  army  is  to  leave  us  here  in  case  they  go  away,  or  retreat 
while  the  water  is  falling.  If  so,  I  will  lighten  the  gunboats  of  guns 
and  everything  else  and  work  them  over  the  bars. 

I  do  not  see  why  a  fleet  should  not  have  the  protection  of  an  army 
as  well  as  an  army  have  the  protection  of  a  fleet.  If  we  are  left 
here  aground,  our  communications  will  be  cut  off  and  we  will  have  to 
destroy  the  vessels.  I  do  not  intend  to  destroy  a  rowboat  if  it  can  be 
helped,  and  if  the  proper  course  is  pursued  we  will  lose  nothing. 
The  army  should  hold  this  place  until  the  last  man  can  stand.  If 
they  leave  we  lose  Steele’s  army  and  a  portion  (perhaps)  of  the 
gunboats.  We  will  have  spent  all  this  time  and  treasure  in  an  ex¬ 
pedition  that  promised  so  much  to  our  cause;  we  will  lose  the  finest 
portion  of  Louisiana,  where  people  are  anxious  to  have  the  war 
ended,  and  where  many  of  them  have  taken  up  arms  in  defense  of  the 
Union.  Now,  we  can  claim  to  have  whipped  the  rebels  in  the  last 
day’s  fighting,  which  partly  wiped  out  the  first  day’s  disgrace,  which 
was  not  the  fault  of  our  troops,  but  owing  to  a  blind  security  and 
mismanagement  and  a  contempt  of  the  enemy — three  things  that 
should  always  be  avoided  by  a  good  general. 

I  wish  the  department  would  give  me  its  views  without  delay  and 
direct  Captain  Pennock  to  send  me  the  answer  by  a  dispatch  vessel. 
I  must  confess  that  I  feel  a  little  uncertain  how  to  act.  I  could  not 
leave  this  army  now  without  disgracing  myself  forever,  and  when 
running  a  risk  in  their  cause,  I  do  not  want  to  be  deserted.  One  of 
my  officers  has  already  been  asked  if  “  we  would  not  burn  our  gun¬ 
boats  as  soon  as  the  army  left,”  speaking  as  if  a  gunboat  was  a  very 
ordinary  affair  and  could  be  burned  with  indifference, 
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I  enclose  two  notes  I  received  from  Generals  Banks  and  Stone. 
There  is  a  faint  attempt  to  make  a  victory  out  of  this,  but  two  or 
three  such  victories  would  cost  us  our  existence. 

I  shall  await  your  answer  with  anxiety,  and  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  drrdral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C . 

[Enclosures.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gltlf, 

Pleasant  Hill,  April  9,  186 4. 

The  land  column  that  was  intended  for  the  movement  against 
Shreveport  encountered  a  superior  force  4  miles  this  side  of  Mans¬ 
field,  and,  being  unable  to  communicate  with  the  forces  from  the 
river,  has  been  compelled  to  retreat.  It  is  now  our  expectation  to 
fall  back  to  Grand  Ecore. 

You  will  make  your  dispositions  accordingly.  The  fighting  very 
sharp,  but,  from  the  situation  of  the  country,  it  has  been  impossible 
to  bring  but  a  portion  of  our  forces  against  the  entire  strength  of  the 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  has  been  very  severe ;  ours  serious.  _  General 
Ransom  has  been  wounded.  If  possible  send  a  communication  to 
General  Steele. 

I  am,  etc.,  N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Pleasant  Hill,  April  9,  9:30  p.  m. 

Admiral:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  about  noon  yesterday  the  advance  of 
his  forces  reached  a  point  this  side  of  Mansfield  about  4  miles. 

There  the  advance  became  engaged  with  a  force  of  the  enemy 
which  proved  to  be  largely  superior,  being  the  combined  forces  of 
Taylor,  Green,  and  Price.  After  hard  fighting  until  sunset  with 
these  superior  forces,  the  advance  party  had  to  fall  back  wTith  con¬ 
siderable  loss  in  men,  artillery,  and  transportation,  under  cover  of 
the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  which  managed  to  hold  its  ground 
through  the  night,  and  to  fall  back  to  form  a  junction  with  General 
A.  J.  Smith’s  forces,  here  this  morning.  This  afternoon  nearly  at 
sunset  the  enemy  attacked  our  forces  here,  with  the  command  of 
yesterday  strengthened  by  two  divisions  of  General  Price’s  army, 
which  had  not  arrived  in  time  to  take  part  yesterday. 

The  enemy  was  driven  at  all  points  in  the  most  brilliant  manner 
by  charges,  and  were  utterly  discomfited.  We  recaptured  two  guns 
taken  from  us  yesterday,  and  captured  caissons  and  other  materials 
of  great  value  to  the  rebels.  The  victory  is  a  complete  one,  and, 
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together  with  the  loss  of  morale,  which  is  its  natural  consequence, 
will  contribute  greatly  to  the  object  in  view  in  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ciias.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Osage,  regarding  engagement  of  that  vessel  with  Confederate  cavalry  at 

Blair’s  plantation,  April  12. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage, 

Grand  Ecore,  April  16,  186 Ip. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  on  my  way  down 
the  river,  having  stopped  at  Blair’s  plantation,  some  50  miles  above 
this  point,  to  protect  the  transport  Alice  Vivian ,  I  was  attacked  by 
two  brigades  of  dismounted  cavalry  and  three  pieces  artillery,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  General  Green,  amounting  to  not  less 
than  2,500  men. 

I  waited  till  they  got  into  easy  shelling  range,  and  opened  upon 
them  a  heavy  fire  of  shrapnel  and  canister.  The  rebels  fought  with 
unusual  pertinacity  for  over  an  hour,  delivering  the  heaviest  and 
most  concentrated  fire  of  musketry  that  I  have  ever  witnessed. 

They  finally  broke  in  great  confusion,  leaving  the  ground  covered 
with  their  dead  and  wounded,  muskets,  knapsacks,  etc.,  for  many 
yards  from  the  bank. 

Having  received  orders  to  rejoin  you  without  delay,  I  regretted 
that  I  could  not  give  the  battlefield  the  inspection  I  desired.  From 
the  statement  of  the  wounded,  and  the  appearance  of  the  field,  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been  less  than  200. 

General  Green,  who  commanded,  a  colonel,  and  [a]  major,  are 
known  to  have  been  killed. 

The  Lexington ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bache,  came  down 
shortly  after  the  action  commenced,  and,  from  her  favorable  posi¬ 
tion  below,  was  enabled  to  pour  in  a  most  destructive  enfilading  fire, 
which  materially  hastened  the  result. 

Company  A,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois,  was  on  board,  and  did  good 
execution.  Our  total  casualties  amounted  to  7  wounded. 

General  Green  will  prove  a  great  loss,  he  standing  as  one  of  the 
best  rebel  generals  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommnnder , 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Eache,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Lexington,  regard¬ 
ing  engagement  of  that  vessel  with  Confederate  cavalry  at  Blair’s  plantation, 
April  12. 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington, 

Red  River ,  April  13 ,  I86I1.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon  the 
enemy  opened  on  the  rear  end  of  the  fleet  with  three  pieces  of 
artillery,  the  Osage  and  this  vessel  being  the  only  gunboats  present. 
I  immediately  got  the  Lexington  underway,  steamed  past  all  the 
vessels  toward  the  battery,  engaged  it  with  our  bow  guns  (VIII- 
inch)  and  drove  it  off  in  a  few  minutes,  disabling  one  of  the  pieces. 
When  within  600  yards  of  the  battery,  we  encountered  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  from  some  fifteen  hundred  men,  whom  we  passed 
at  a  distance  of  20  feet.  The  enemy  came  boldly  up  to  the  edge  of 
the  bank,  yelling  and  waving  their  side  arms,  so  close  that  as  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  bank  caved  in  from  our  fire,  one  of  the  rebels  tumbled 
down  within  a  few  feet  of  the  vessel.  I  now  got  our  port  broad¬ 
side  to  bear  on  the  enemy’s  line,  and  while  the  Osage  poured  in  a 
front  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  we  raked  them  with  shell  and 
shrapnel.  They  retreated  precipitately  into  the  woods  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  forty  minutes,  having  experienced  a  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  of  about  150  men,  among  them  General  Green,  their  com¬ 
mander,  and  one  of  their  colonels. 

This  vessel  fired  76  rounds  in  all  of  canister,  shell,  and  shrapnel. 
One  casualty  only  occurred,  Philip  Dudley  (landsman,  colored), 
wounded  in  the  arm,  since  amputated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  from  Alexandria  up  the  river  in  the  attempt  to  reach  Shreveport,  and 
the  retreat,  with  an  account  of  engagement  at  Blair’s  Landing. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Grand  Ecore ,  Z<x.,  April  7^,  1861^. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  movements  of  the 
squadron  as  far  as  Alexandria,  and  the  intentions  of  General  Banks 
to  move  on  at  once  to  Shreveport.  He  deemed  the  cooperation  of 
the  gunboats  so  essential  that  I  had  to  run  some  risks  and  make 
unusual  exertions  to  get  them  over  the  falls. 

The  army  started  on  the  appointed  day,  and  I  pushed  up  the  gun¬ 
boats  to  cover  them  (if  there  should  be  need)  as  fast  as  they  got 
over  the  falls.  The  vessels  arrived  at  Grand  Ecore  without  accident, 
and  had  good  water,  the  river  apparently  about  to  reach  its  usual 
stage  at  this  season.  The  Cricket ,  Eastport ,  Mound  City ,  Chilli- 
cothe ,  C arondelet ,  Pittsburg ,  Ozark ,  Neosho ,  Osage ,  Lexington ,  Fort 
Hindman ,  Louisville ,  and  Pittsburg  were  the  vessels  sent  up,  and  a 
fleet  of  30  transports  followed  them. 
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Grand  Ecore  was  occupied  by  our  forces  without  opposition,  the 
works  deserted.  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  captured  one  32- 
pounder  on  the  river  below  Grand  Ecore,  which  he  destroyed,  mak¬ 
ing  22  guns  captured  from  the  enemy  since  we  entered  the  river. 

Ihe  army  had  arrived  at  Natchitoches,  near  Grand  Ecore,  when  I 
got  up  here,  and  were  preparing  for  an  immediate  march.  As  the 
river  was  rising  very  slowly  I  would  not  risk  the  larger  vessels  by 
taking  them  higher  up,  but  started  on  the  7th  of  April  for  Shreve¬ 
port  with  the  Cricket,  Fort  Hindman ,  Lexington ,  Osage ,  Neosho, 
and  Chillicothe,  with  the  hope  of  getting  the  rest  of  the  vessels 
along  when  the  usual  rise  came.  Twenty  transports  were  sent  along 
filled  with  army  stores  and  with  a  portion  of  General  A.  J.  Smith’s 
division  on  board.  It  was  intended  that  the  fleet  should  reach 
Springfield  Landing  on  the  third  day,  and  then  communicate  with 
the  army,  a  portion  of  which  expected  to  be  at  Springfield  at  that 
time. 

I  found  the  difficulties  of  navigation  very  great,  but  we  reached 
the  point  specified  within  an  hour  of  the  time  appointed.  At  this 
point  we  were  brought  to  a  stop.  The  enemy  had  sunk  a  very  large 
steamer,  the  New  Falls  City ,  right  across  the  river,  her  ends  resting 
on  each  bank,  and  her  hull  broken  in  the  middle,  resting  on  the 
bottom.  This  was  a  serious  obstruction,  but  I  went  to  work  to 
remove  it.  Before  I  commenced  operations,  however,  a  courier 
came  in  from  General  Banks  bringing  the  unpleasant  and  most 
unexpected  news- — our  army  had  met  with  a  reverse  and  was  falling 
back  to  Pleasant  Hill,  some  60  miles  in  our  rear.  Orders  also  came 
to  General  Kilby  Smith  to  return  to  Grand  Ecore  with  the  trans¬ 
ports  and  the  troops  he  had  with  him.  Here  was  an  end  to  our 
expedition  for  the  present,  and  we  reluctantly  turned  back,  after 
having  nearly  reached  the  object  we  were  aiming  at. 

The  information  we  received  was  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  kind, 
and  we  did  not  know  (really)  what  was  the  exact  state  of  affairs,  no 
letters  having  been  sent  by  fast  courier. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  describe  the  return  passage  of  the 
fleet  through  this  narrow  and  snaggy  river. 

As  long  as  our  army  could  advance  triumphantly  it  was  not  so 
bad,  but  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  our  return  would  be 
interrupted  in  every  way  and  at  every  point  by  the  enemy’s  land 
forces — and  we  were  not  disappointed.  They  commenced  on  us  from 
the  high  banks  at  a  place  called  Coushatta,  and  kept  up  a  fire  of 
musketry  whenever  an  opportunity  was  offered  them.  By  a  proper 
distribution  of  the  gunboats,  I  had  no  trouble  in  driving  them  away, 
though  from  the  high  banks  they  could  fire  on  our  decks  almost 
with  impunity.  As  we  proceeded  down  the  river  they  increased  in 
numbers,  and  as  we  only  made  30  miles  a  day,  they  could  cross  from 
point  to  point,  and  be  ready  to  meet  us  on  our  arrival  below.  On 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harrison,  with  1,900 
cavalry  and  four  or  five  pieces  of  artillery,  was  appointed  to  follow 
us  down,  and  annoy  us.  It  was  very  fortunate  for  us  that  this 
person  and  his  command  were  lately  severely  handled  by  a  gunboat 
(a  few  weeks  ago),  which  made  them  careful  about  coming  within 
range.  On  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant  we  were  attacked  from 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  by  a  detachment  of  men  of  quite  another 
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character.  They  were  a  part  of  the  army  which  two  or  three  days 
previous  had  gained  success  over  our  army,  and,  flushed  with  victory 
or  under  the  excitement  of  liquor,  they  appeared  suddenly  upon  the 
right  bank  and  fearlessly  opened  fire  on  the  Osage ,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  T.  O.  Selfridge  (ironclad),  she  being  hard  aground  at  the 
time  with  a  transport  (the  Black  Hawk)  alongside  of  her,  towing 
her  off.  The  rebels  opened  with  2,000  muskets,  and  soon  drove  every 
one  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  to  the  safe  casemates  of  the  monitor. 
Lieutenant  Bache  had  just  come  from  his  vessel  (the  Lexington ), 
and  fortunately  was  enabled  to  pull  up  to  her  again,  keeping  close 
under  the  bank,  while  the  Osage  opened  a  destructive  fire  on  these 
poor  deluded  wretches,  who,  maddened  with  liquor,  and  led  on  by 
their  officers,  were  vainly  attempting  to  capture  an  iron  vessel. 

I  am  told  that  their  hootings  and  actions  baffled  description ;  force 
after  force  seemed  to  be  brought  up  to  the  edge  of  the  bank,  where 
they  confronted  the  guns  of  the  iron  vessel,  only  to  be  cut  down  by 
grapeshot  and  canister.  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant  Bache  had 
reached  his  vessel,  and  widening  the  distance  between  him  and  the 
Osage ,  he  opened  a  cross  fire  on  the  infuriated  rebels,  who  fought 
with  such  desperation  and  courage  against  certain  destruction  that  it 
could  only  be  accounted  for  in  one  way.  Our  opinions  were  verified 
on  inspection  of  some  of  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  the  men  actually 
smelling  of  Louisiana  rum. 

This  affair  lasted  nearly  two  hours  before  the  rebels  fled.  They 
brought  up  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  of  which  was  quickly  knocked 
over  by  the  Lexington’s  guns,  the  other  they  managed  to  carry  off. 
The  cross  fire  of  the  Lexington  finally  decided  this  curious  affair,  of 
a  fight  between  infantry  and  gunboats.  The  rebels  wTere  mowed 
down  by  her  canister,  and  finally  retreated  in  as  quick  haste  as  they 
had  come  to  the  attack,  leaving  the  space  of  a  mile  covered  with 
dead  and  wounded,  muskets,  and  knapsacks.  A  dying  rebel  in¬ 
formed  our  men  that  General  [Thomas]  Green  had  his  head  blown 
off,  which  I  do  not  vouch  for  as  true.  If  true  it  is  a  serious  loss  to 
the  rebels.  Night  coming  on,  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
damage  done  to  the  rebels.  We  were  troubled  no  more  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  and  a  party  of  5,000  men  who  were  marching 
to  cut  us  off  were  persuaded  to  change  their  minds  after  hearing  of 
the  unfortunate  termination  to  the  first  expedition.  That  same 
night  I  ordered  the  transports  to  proceed  on,  having  placed  the 
gunboats  at  a  point  where  the  rebels  had  a  battery. 

All  the  transports  were  passed  safely,  the  rebels  not  firing  a  shot 
in  return  to  the  many  that  were  bursting  over  the  hills.  The  next 
morning,  the  13th  instant,  I  followed  down  myself,  and,  finding  at 
Campti,  6  miles  from  Grand  Ecore  by  land,  that  they  had  got 
aground,  and  would  be  some  time  getting  through,  I  proceeded  down 
in  this  vessel  to  Grand  Ecore  and  got  General  Banks  to  send  up 
troops  enough  to  keep  the  guerrillas  away  from  the  river.  We 
were  fired  on  as  usual  after  we  started  down,  but  when  I  had  the 
troops  sent  up  the  transports  came  along  without  any  trouble. 

This  has  been  an  expedition  where  a  great  deal  of  labor  has  been 
expended,  a  great  deal  of  individual  bravery  shown,  and  on  such 
occasions  the  commander-in-chief  is  apt  to  find  out  the  metal  of 
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which  his  officers  are  made,  and  on  future  occasions  it  will  enable 
him  to  select  those  who  will  not  likely  fail  in  the  time  of  need. 

To  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  0.  Selfridge,  commanding  Osage , 
and  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache,  commanding  Lexington ,  I  am  par¬ 
ticularly  indebted  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  defended 
their  vessels  and  for  their  management  during  the  expedition,  always 
anticipating  and  intelligently  carrying  out  my  wishes  and  orders. 

I  found  the  fleet  at  Grand  Ecore  somewhat  in  an  unpleasant  situ¬ 
ation,  two  of  them  being  above  the  bar,  and  not  likely  to  get  away 
again  this  season  unless  there  is  a  rise  of  a  foot.  I  could  not  provide 
against  this  when  over  100  miles  up  the  river.  If  nature  does  not 
change  her  laws,  there  will  no  doubt  be  a  rise  of  water,  but  there  was 
one  year — 1846 — when  there  was  no  rise  in  the  Red  River,  and  it  may 
happen  again.  The  rebels  are  cutting  off  the  supply  by  diverting 
different  sources  of  water  into  other  channels,  all  of  which  would 
have  been  stopped  had  our  Army  arrived  as  far  as  Shreveport.  I 
have  done  my  best  (and  so  have  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command)  to  make  this  expedition  a  success  throughout,  and  do  not 
know  that  we  have  failed  in  anything  we  have  undertaken. 

Had  we  not  heard  of  the  retreat  of  the  army,  I  should  still  have 
gone  on  to  the  end.  A  wise  Providence  which  rules  and  directs  all 
things  has  thought  proper  to  stay  our  progress  and  throw  impedi¬ 
ments  in  the  way  for  some  good  reason. 

We  have  nothing  left  but  to  try  it  again  and  hold  on  to  this  country 
with  all  the  force  we  can  raise. 

It  is  just  as  valuable  to  us  and  important  to  the  cause  as  any  other 
portion  of  the  Union.  Those  who  have  interests  here  and  are  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  Government,  have  a  right  to  expect  our  protection,  and 
when  this  part  of  Louisiana  is  conquered  we  hold  Arkansas  and  all 
the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  without  firing  another  gun. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  have  during  this  war  shown  a  good 
deal  of  bravery  and  patriotism  and  who  have  seldom  met  with  any 
notice  from  those. whose  duty  it  is  to  report  such  matters.  I  speak 
of  the  pilots  on  the  Western  waters.  Without  any  hope  of  future 
reward  through  fame,  or  in  a  pecuniary  way,  they  enter  into  the 
business  of  piloting  the  transports  through  dangers  that  would  make 
a  faint-hearted  man  quail. 

Occupying  the  most  exposed  position,  a  fair  mark  for  a  sharp¬ 
shooter,  they  are  continually  fired  at  and  often  hit  without  so  much 
as  a  mention  being  made  of  their  gallantry. 

On  this  expedition  they  have  been  much  exposed,  and  have  shown 
great  gallantry  in  managing  their  vessels  while  under  fire  in  this, 
to  them,  unknown  river.  I  beg  leave  to  pay  this  small  tribute  to 
their  bravery  and  zeal,  and  must  say  as  a  class  I  never  knew  a  braver 
set  of  men. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  favorably  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gor- 
linge,  commanding  this  vessel.  He  has  shown  great  zeal,  courage, 
and  ability  during  this  expedition,  serving  his  guns  rapidly  and 
well  at  his  post,  night  and  day,  ready  for  anything,  and  assisting  ma¬ 
terially  in  getting  the  transports  by  dangerous  points.  Mounting 
one  of  his  24-pounder  howitzers  on  his  upper  deck,  he  was  enabled 
to  sweep  the  bank  in  all  directions,  and  one  or  two  fires  had  the 
effect. 
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He  was  of  great  service  to  me  throughout  the  expedition,  was 
slightly  wounded,  but  nothing  of  consequence  (owing  to  his  exposing 
himself  so  much). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Rear-Admiral. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  TT.  S. 
Army,  commending  the  services  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Kilby  Smith, 
IT.  S.  Army,  in  the  movement  to  Springfield  Landing  and  return  to  Grand  Ecore, 
including  engagement  at  Blair’s  (Pleasant  Hill)  Landing,  April  12. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  Za.,  May  4,  1864- 
General:  I  have  been  so  engaged  during  my  return  to  this  place 
that  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  express  to  you  the  high  appreciation 
I  have  of  the  services  of  that  excellent  and  gallant  officer,  Brigadier- 
General  Thomas  Kilby  Smith,  who,  with  a  detachment  of  2,000  men, 
accompanied  the  transports  in  the  expedition  to  Springfield  Landing. 
In  that  expedition  we  accomplished,  under  the  most  difficult  circum¬ 
stances,  all  that  was  required  of  us^  and  with  a  persevering  enemy 
opposing  us  at  almost  every  bend  in  the  river,  returned  to  Grand 
Ecore,  very  much  against  our  will,  without  the  loss  of  a  particle  of 
the  material  of  war  with  which  we  started. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  manner  in  which  General 
Smith  managed  his  part  of  the  expedition,  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  make  it  successful,  and  cooperating  in  a  way  to  give  me  the 
most  entire  satisfaction.  It  reminded  me  of  the  olden  time,  when 
the  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  guarded  by 
the  gunboats,  were  pushing  their  way  victoriously  up  the  ever-to-be- 
remembered  Arkansas  River.  We  did  not  return  this  time  with  the 
same  success,  yet  we  went  through  scenes  that  tried  men’s  mettle, 
and  the  associations  of  those  exciting  days  will  no  doubt  long  be  re¬ 
membered  by  both  of  us.  Nearly  100  miles  in  the  rear  of  our  army 
when  we  heard  of  its  retreat  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  with  a  suc¬ 
cessful  and  indomitable  foe  ready  to  harass  us  at  every  step,  every¬ 
thing  was  conducted  as  quietly  as  if  we  were  still  on  our  way  to  meet 
the  enemy.  We  never  realized  until  we  returned  to  Grand  Ecore 
that  our  army  had  returned  discomfited  to  that  place. 

We  reached  Springfield  Landing,  the  place  appointed  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  our  forces  under  General  Banks,  the  troops  were  all  landed, 
and  in  another  hour  would  have  been  on  the  march  to  Springfield, 
hoping  to  greet  our  friends  as  conquerors.  Our  disappointment  was 
great  when  informed  by  a  courier  that  our  army  had  returned  to 
Grand  Ecore  and  that  all  our  perseverance  and  energy  had  been 
thrown  away.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  exceedingly  annoying  on 
our  return,  but  the  soldiers  treated  it  with  indifference,  exposing 
themselves  on  all  occasions  and  returning  the  fire  with  interest  when 
fired  into  by  the  rebels.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  April  we 
were  attacked  at.  a  bad  bend  in  the  river  by  a  force  of  2,500  men, 
with  two  fieldpieces,  under  the  rebel  general,  Green,  backed  by  a 
larger  force  of  5,000,  with  three  fieldpieces. 
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The  enemy  attacked  the  rear  of  the  transports,  where  there  were 
two  gunboats,  one  or  two  transports,  and  the  Hastings ,  with  General 
Smith  on  board,  bringing  up  the  rear.  The  enemy  came  in  certain  of 
victory,  but  the  gunboats  and  the  Hastings ,  Rob  Roy ,  and  one  other 
opened  on  them  vigorously,  and  after  an  hour  and  a  half  of  hard 
fighting,  in  which  the  fragile  transports  were  much  cut  up,  the  enemy 
retreated  in  confusion,  with  the  loss  of  their  best  general  (Green), 
about  20  officers,  and  400  or  500  men.  In  this  action  General  Smith 
bore  a  conspicuous  part,  and  by  his  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  helped 
much  to  secure  a  victory,  so  important  to  us  because  of  the  death  of 
the  rebel  general,  Green,  their  most  popular  leader.  From  that  time 
we  were  not  so  much  molested,  the  5,000  men  in  reserve  concluding  it 
best  to  let  us  alone. 

At  Campti  some  of  the  boats  got  aground,  and  anticipating  fur¬ 
ther  annoyance,  I  pushed  on,  and,  as  you  know,  requested  you  to  send 
help  to  our  exposed  soldiers,  which  you  promptly  did.  I  regret  that 
the  help  did  not  arrive  quite  in  time  to  save  a  few  lives,  the  enemy 
opening  their  batteries  on  the  boats  shortly  after  I  left,  which 
attack,  I  am  informed,  was  coolly  met  and  the  rebels  driven  away. 
I  hope  it  may  be  my  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with  General 
Smith  on  some  occasion  where  our  exertions  will  meet  with  a  better 
reward.  Though  we  can  not  lay  claim  to  any  great  success,  we  can 
safely  say  that  we  accomplished  all  that  was  required  of  us.  I 
hope  you  will  commend  this  gallant  officer  to  General  Sherman,  who 
delights  to  know  those  under  his  command  who  do  their  duty  faith¬ 
fully  and  gallantly. 

With  much  respect,  general,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith, 

Gomdg.  Detach.  16th  and  17th  Army  Corps ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 

Navy,  requesting  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  expected  attack  upon  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Osborne's  Plantation ,  April  13 ,  186 If. — 8.30  p.  m. 

Admiral:  My  headquarters  are  at  Osborne’s  plantation  for  the 
night  (marked  Welsh’s  plantation  upon  the  map)  8  miles  distant 
from  the  enemy,  according  to  the  information  we  received  here.  I 
desire  to  move  against  him  early  in  the  morning,  and  shall  rely  upon 
the  gunboats  being  in  position  to  test  the  strength  of  his  right,  which 
rests  upon  the  river.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  forward  such 
boats  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  General  Smith  has  been 
ordered  to  join  us  at  3  o’clock  to-morrow  morning.  The  enemy  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  posted  between  the  river  and  the  Bayou  Lamourie.  This 
force  is  variously  estimated  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Sherman,  U.  S. 
Army,  regarding  the  valuable  services  of  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith’s  divi¬ 
sion  and  expressing  disappointment  at  the  result  of  the  expedition. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Grand  Ecore ,  La.,  April  If,  1861/.. 

Dear  General:  You  will  no  doubt  feel  much  disappointed  at  not 
having  General  A.  J.  Smith’s  division  returned  to  you  in  the  time 
expected,  but  you  will  be  reconciled  when  I  assure  you  that  the  safety 
of  this  army  and  my  whole  fleet  depends  on  his  staying  here.  His  is 
the  only  part  of  the  army  not  demoralized,  and  if  he  was  to  leave 
there  would  be  a  most  disastrous  retreat.  The  army  has  been  shame¬ 
fully  beaten  by  the  rebels.  There  is  no  disguising  the  fact,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  general  commanding  and  his  staff  try  to  make  a  vic¬ 
tory.  Armies  victorious  don’t  often  go  back  as  this  one  has  done. 
Your  part  of  it  maintained  its  reputation  and  saved  the  army  from 
being  beaten  in  a  two  days’  fight.  It  is  too  long  a  tale  to  write,  but 
some  of  these  days  I  will  give  you  a  full  and  fair  account  of  it.  The 
defeat  arose  from  sending  6,000  raw  cavalry  to  attack  an  army  of 
25,000  men,  said  cavalry  being  accompanied  by  over  200  wagons. 
It  was  only  supported  by  2,500  men,  and  when  these  were  over¬ 
powered  by  vastly  superior  numbers  the  cavalry  fell  back  on  them; 
the  wagons  stampeded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Gen¬ 
eral  Corse  has  heard  it  all  and  will  tell  you  all  about  it.  I  was  averse 
to  coming  up  with  the  fleet,  but  General  Banks  considered  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  success  of  the  expedition,  and  now  I  can’t  get  back  again, 
the  water  has  fallen  so  much.  This  has  been  terrible  work — worse, 
if  anything,  than  Deer  Creek.  There  we  had  plenty  of  water ;  here 
no  water  and  thousands  of  sharpshooters.  The  gunboats  had  some 
satisfaction  out  of  the  rebels  yesterday.  A  couple  of  brigades, 
flushed  with  victory,  made  an  attack  upon  two  of  them,  and,  excited 
by  liquor,  fought  like  madmen,  coming  up  to  the  edge  of  the  bank, 
where  they  were  shot  down  like  sheep.  It  is  said  we  killed  the  rebel 
General  Green,  their  best  man. 

I  can  not  express  to  you  my  entire  disappointment  with  this  de¬ 
partment.  You  know  my  opinion  of  political  generals.  It  is  a 
crying  sin  to  put  the  lives  of  thousands  in  the  hands  of  such  men, 
and  the  time  has  come  when  there  should  be  a  stop  put  to  it.  This 
army  is  almost  in  a  state  of  mutiny  and  not  fit  to  go  into  a  fight. 
They  would  follow  A.  J.  Smith,  though,  anywhere.  The  more  I  see 
of  that  old  gentleman  the  more  I  like  him.  He  is  a  regular  trump, 
and  has  no  give-up  in  him.  I  have  been  up  as  far  as  Loggy  Bayou, 
and  there  was  brought  to  a  dead  stand  by  a  large  steamer  sunk  in 
the  channel,  resting  on  each  bank.  It  was  providential,  or  I  might 
have  gone  farther  and  would  have  been  cut  off  to  a  certainty.  I  am 
not  sure  that  Banks  will  not  sacrifice  my  vessels  now  to  expediency ; 
that  is,  his  necessities.  I  only  wish,  dear  general,  that  you  had  taken 
charge  of  this  Red  River  business.  I  am  sure  it  would  have  had  a 
different  termination.  I  am  very  tired  and  must  close  for  the 
present. 

With  best  wishes,  etc.,  I  remain,  ^  t> 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Gomdg.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi ,  Nashville ,  Tenn. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Benton,  to  proceed  to  Alexandria. 

IT.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  April  15,  186 J+. 

Sir:  My  instructions  from  Admiral  Porter  were  to  order  your 
vessel  to  this  place  when  I  should  deem  it  necessary. 

Alexandria  is  threatened,  and  you  will,  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  this,  get  underway  and  come  here. 

I  will  inform  you  on  your  arrival  as  to  the  position  you  will  take. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lie  u  tenant- C ommander ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Benton ,  etc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Townsend,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  command  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  April  15,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  I  have  this  day 
received  from  Admiral  Porter,  who  is  at  Grand  Ecore. 


Write  to  Townsend  and  tell  him  to  get  out  of  the  river  whilst  there  is  a 
chance,  and  who  will  take  charge  of  affairs  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 


The  admiral  wrote  in  great  haste,  and  the  above  comes  from  among 
a  multiplicity  of  directions.  His  letter  means  for  you  to  take  charge 
of  affairs  ahRed  River  (mouth  of).  He  is  endeavoring  to  get  out 
as  many  of  the  vessels  as  he  can,  and  from  appearances  there  is  to  be 
a  retrograde  movement,  which,  however,  please  do  not  now  make 


public. 

Very  respectfully, 


[K.  R.  Breese.] 


[Commander  Robt.  Townsend, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex. \ * 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Sherman,  II.  S. 

Army,  discussing  the  leaders  and  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria,  La.,  April  16,  1864- 
Dear  General:  I  ’wrote  you  a  hurried  note  the  other  day,  by 
General  Corse,  and  I  imagine  your  disappointment  at  having  your 
well-laid  plans  interfered  with  and  having  part  of  your  command 
mixed  up  in  an  affair,  the  management  of  which  would  be  dis¬ 
creditable  to  a  boy  9  years  of  age.  You  need  not  blush,  however,  for 
anything  that  was  done  by  your  troops.  General  A.  J.  Smith  was 
not  in  the  fight  on  the  first  day,  but  on  the  second  day,  when^  Frank¬ 
lin’s  corps,  which  behaved  nobly,  began  to  waver  before  the  wild 
and  desperate  shocks  of  the  rebels,  who  came  on  shouting  like  mad¬ 
men,  he,  with  8,000  men,  charged  through  Franklin’s  ranks  and  met 
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the  incoming  devils  with  a  “  Hi !  Hi !  ”  that  brought  them  to  a  full 
stop.  Smith’s  men  then  poured  in  their  volleys,  which  cut  up  the 
rebels  into  mince-meat;  they  turned  and  fled,  and  your  boys  chased 
them  3  miles,  until  everyone  of  them  disappeared,  leaving  General 
Smith  in  possession  of  the  battle  ground,  all  the  killed  and  wounded, 
twelve  pieces  of  our  artillery  lost  the  day  before,  two  of  which  he 
brought  off. 

At  this  important  moment,  when  there  was  not  a  rebel  within  6 
miles  of  us,  General  Smith  was  ordered  to  retreat.  He  begged  per¬ 
mission  to  remain  long  enough  to  bury  his  dead  and  remove  his 
wounded,  all  of  which  was  denied  him.  The  Confederates  sent  in 
a  flag  of  truce  six  hours  after,  asking  permission  to  bury  their  dead, 
and  found  the  cannon  they  had  left  behind  them,  and  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  possession  of  the  field.  The  general  will  never  get  over 
it  as  long  as  he  lives ;  he  cried  like  a  child  at  having  to  leave  his  poor 
fellows  on  the  field.  I  am,  however,  getting  a  little  ahead  of  my 
story.  I  must  give  you  a  little  sketch  of  the  first  day’s  fight,  and 
tell  you  how  it  happened. 

General  Banks,  you  must  know,  has  organized  6,000  infantry  into 
mounted  cavalry  under  the  command  of  General  Lee,  who  travels 
with  250  wagons  and  a  camp  train  of  many  persons.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  his  large  command,  but  made  frequent  applications  to 
General  Franklin  for  2,500  infantry  as  a  guard  to  the  cavalry. 
Franklin  persistently  refused  to  give  him  these  men,  very  properly 
arguing  that  without  them  Lee  would  not  be  precipitating  a  battle, 
while  with  them  he  might  get  the  army  into  a  fight  when  they  were 
not  prepared  for  it. 

On  the  6th  instant  the  army  of  General  Banks  left  Grand  Ecore. 
The  fleet  left  at  the  same  time  for  Springfield  Landing,  which  we 
were  to  reach  on  Sunday,  the  10th,  at  12  o’clock.  We  made  our  time 
to  the  minute,  with  difficulties  enough  to  appall  a  stout  heart.  Gen¬ 
eral  A.  J.  Smith  left  Grand  Ecore  the  next  day  after  the  grand  army, 
and  had  a  terrible  time  in  getting  to  the  front  through  the  numer¬ 
ous  trains  which  completely  blocked  tip  the  road.  The  same  day 
that  General  Smith  left  Grand  Ecore  General  Lee  was  set  in  advance 
with  his  cavalry  to  reconnoiter,  his  whole  train  of  wagons  in  his 
rear  (250  in  all)  close  after  him;  the  army,  consisting  of  the  Nine- 
teeth  Corps,  under  Franklin,  some  regiments  of  negroes,  and  the 
Thirteenth  Corps,  under  Ransom,  were  coming  on  behind  in  only 
one  road  and  in  no  particular  order,  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  There 
was  sharp  skirmishing  in  the  front  by  the  cavalry,  who  were  appar¬ 
ently  driving  the  enemy  (that  is  the  enemy  were  leading  them  into 
a  trap),  and  Lee  was  sending  Franklin  messages  to  lend  him  2,500 
men  with  which  to  annihilate  them.  Franklin  sent  him  word  that 
he  was  not  sent  out  to  bring  on  a  battle,  and  to  fall  back  at  once  and 
act  on  the  defensive  until  the  main  body  of  the  army  came  up.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  at  this  time  General  Banks  rode  to  the  front,  and 
Franklin  said  he  saw  there  was  going  to  be  terrible  work.  Lee’s 
messages  reached  Banks,  and  he  ordered  Ransom  with  2,500  men  to 
reinforce  Lee.  Ransom  protested  against  this  disposition  of  his 
men,  stating  that  they  would  be  sacrificed,  but  General  Banks  ordered 
the  movement.  Franklin  then  prepared  for  the  consequences  which 
he  knew  were  to  follow.  In  a  short  time  the  cavalry,  emboldened  by 
the  small  support,  brought  on  a  fight.  The  part  of  the  Thirteenth 
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Corps  did  its  best  to  support  them,  but,  opposed  to  about  15,000  in¬ 
fantry,  were  swept  away  almost  to  a  man.  The  cavalry  broke  and 
fled  back  on  the  wagons,  the  wagons  stampeded  and  blocked  up  the 
road,  while  such  a  scene  ensued  as  was  never  seen  before  except  at 

Bull  Run. 

Franklin  opened  his  ranks  and  let  the  flying  mass  through,  and 
received  the  rebels  with  such  a  murderous  fire  that  they  were  soon 
dispersed,  leaving  many  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field.  The 
rebels  fought  well  that  day,  indeed  desperately,  coming  up  to  the 
charge  in  a  compact  body  and  filling  up  their  ranks  as  their  men  fell 
like  veterans.  It  was  just  such  a  time  as  our  men  would  have  de¬ 
sired  in  the  open  field,  but  the  panic  created  by  the  disorder  at  first 
was  too  great  to  get  the  men  to  do  their  work  thoroughly.  There 
was  enough  done,  however,  to  allow  us  to  hold  our  position  and 
recover  our  lost  trains.  To  expect  to  recover  again  the  18 
guns  we  lost  was  out  of  the  question.  They  were  mixed  up  Avith 
the  trains,  and  the  rebels  had  secured  them  with  100  rounds  of  am¬ 
munition  each.  Three  of  the  best  batteries  in  the  army  were  lost 
and  most  of  the  men  killed  or  wounded.  Part  of  Nims’  battery  Avas 
taken  and  all  the  ammunition  Avagons. 

At  1  o’clock  that  night  the  army  retreated  back  to  Pleasant  Hill, 
the  fugitives  arriving  at  Grand  Ecore  reporting  that  the  army  was 
cut  to  pieces,  and  I  hear  that  when  the  general  and  staff  arrived  at 
Pleasant  Hill  he  had  lost  all  command  of  himself.  I  do  not  wonder 
at  that.  An  uneducated  soldier  may  be  cool  and  pleasant  enough  in 
the  hour  of  victory,  but  the  true  general  is  best  known  in  the  hour  of 
defeat.  General  Banks  lost  all  his  prestige,  and  the  men  talked  so 
openly  of  him  that  our  officers  had  to  check  them  and  threaten  to 
have  them  punished.  Retreat  was  still  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
army  was  ordered  to  fall  back  on  Grand  Ecore.  The  reason  gi\Ten 
was  Avant  of  provisions.  The  rebels,  hoAvever,  pushed  their  ad¬ 
vantage  and  attacked  us  on  our  own  ground,  charging  right  at  the 
Nineteeth  Army  Corps,  which  met  them  like  men,  sweeping  them 
away  with  artillery  and  musketry.  Still  on  they  came,  and  Frank¬ 
lin’s  commenced  to  Ava\Ter,  when  General  Smith  came  on  with  that 
splendid  charge  and  scattered  them  like  sheep. 

Out  of  500  cavalry  that  charged  on  A.  J.  Smith’s  division  only  one 
man  escaped;  every  saddle  was  emptied.  He  saved  the  fortunes  of 
the  day,  and  chased  the  rebels,  as  I  have  stated  in  the  former  part 
of  this  letter.  The  latter  retreated  15  miles  without  stopping,  and 
our  army  soon  followed  their  example,  showing  the  singular  spec¬ 
tacle  of  two  armies  running  awTay  from  each  other,  both  claiming  the 
victory.  Certain  it  is  that  the  rebels  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  asking 
permission  to  bury  their  dead,  and  finding  no  one  there,  they  took 
possession  of  the 'field  with  all  our  killed  and  wounded,  the  guns 
they  had  lost  themselves,  and  have  held  it  eA*er  since.  Our  pickets 
do  not  extend  even  beyond  Natchitoches,  but  we  are  encamped  at 
Grand  Ecore,  the  headquarters  of  the  general  near  the  big  red  brick 
house  of  De  Russy’s. 

A.  J.  Smith  is  encamped  on  the  plain  above  the  bluffs,  outside  of 
the  present  line  of  defense.  The  gunboats  are  draAvn  up  in  line  in 
front  of  A.  J.  Smith,  Avho  will  haA^e  to  take  our  fire  over  his  head, 
which  he  is  willing  to  do.  While  all  the  fighting  was  going  on  on 
i  shore  the  fleet  was  slowly  and  painfully  working  its  way  up  Red 
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River,  through  snaggy  bends,  loggy  bayous,  shifting  rapids,  and 
rapid  chutes.  The  rebels,  frightened  to  death,  went  on  before  us, 
burning  all  the  fine  cotton  (bales  being  hid  in  the  woods),  but  de¬ 
stroying  none  of  the  corn  or  cattle.  Of  these  we  found  an  abun¬ 
dance,  and  though  we  only  stopped  at  three  or  four  places  there  was 
enough  and  more  to  satisfy  the  troops  without  touching  the  rations. 
It  struck  me  very  forcibly  that  this  would  have  been  the  route  for 
the  army,  where  they  could  have  traveled  without  all  that  immense 
train,  the  country  supporting  them  as  they  proceeded  along.  The 
roads  are  good,  wide  fields  on  all  sides,  a  river  protecting  the  right 
flank  of  the  army,  and  gunboats  in  company.  An  army  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  marching  to  Shreveport  in  this  way. 

There  is  Bayou  Pierre  to  pass  and  some  bridges  to  be  built,  but 
that  is  child’s  play  to  our  Western  men,  and  “not  so  bacl  as  being 
beaten  ”  in  a  pine  barren  with  only  one  road  through  it,  and  that  a 
narrow  one,  where  troops  can  not  pass  carts.  I  send  you  a  correct 
map,  which  I  think  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of  the  views  I  have 
expressed,  if  you  have  not  got  it  already,  knowing  this  country  as 
well  as  you  do.  Why  General  Banks  went  through  a  desert  where 
he  could  not  even  find  water  (so  he  says)  instead  of  a  prolific  country, 
I  can  not  say.  You  know  I  have  always  said  that  Providence  was 
fighting  this  great  battle  its  own  way  and  brings  these  reverses  to 
teach  us — a  proud,  stiff-necked,  and  unthankful  people, — how  to  be 
contented  under  a  good  government,  if  peaceful  times  come  again. 
I  hope  it  will  teach  us  not  to  place  the  destinies  of  a  great  nation  in 
the  hands  of  political  generals  or  volunteer  admirals. 

When  I  arrived  at  Springfield  Landing  I  found  a  sight  that  made 
me  laugh.  It  was  the  smartest  thing  I  ever  knew  the  rebels  to  do. 
They  had  gotten  that  huge  steamer,  New  Falls  City ,  across  Red 
River,  1  mile  above  Loggy  Bayou,  15  feet  of  her  on  shore  on  each 
side,  the  boat  broken  down  in  the  middle,  and  a  sand  bar  making 
below  her.  An  invitation  in  large  letters  to  attend  a  ball  in  Shreve¬ 
port  was  kindly  left  stuck  up  by  the  rebels,  which  invitation  we  were 
never  able  to  accept.  We  had  landed,  though,  at  Springfield  Land¬ 
ing  with  many  hundred  thousand  rations,  26  transports,  and  6  gun¬ 
boats.  Word  had  already  gone  to  General  Dick  Taylor,  at  Mans¬ 
field,  that  the  transports  contained  many  men  (a  large  force)-, 
whereas  we  only  had  2,000  under  General  Kilby  Smith;  still  that 
report  shook  the  rebels. 

We  surprised  the  guard  who  were  watching  our  movements.  My 
boat,  the  Cricket ,  came  on  them  suddenly ;  our  men  rushed  on  shore, 
nearly  taking  them  while  eating  their  supper,  and  the  letter  was 
lying  on  the  table  giving  an  account  of  our  “  strong  force.”  When 
the  recipient  was  in  the  act  of  reading  it  he  got  away  to  carry  the 
news  to  Taylor,  who  would  have  been  in  full  retreat  on  Shreveport 
had  General  Banks  not  appeared  on  the  field  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th.  While  discussing  the  feasibility  of  getting  the  Falls  City  out 
of  the  way  (we  were  provided  with  everything  to  do  it)  a  courier 
rode  in  to  tell  us  that  Banks  had  been  badly  whipped  and  was  in 
full  retreat  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  that  the  transports  and  troops  were 
ordered  “  to  return  without  delay,”  an  easier  thing  said  than  done. 
We  had  disembarked  the  troops,  none  dreaming  of  anything  but 
victory  to  one  of  the  best  appointed  armies  I  ever  saw  in  the  field, 
and  after  getting  in  our  pickets  and  getting  the  troops  on  board,  I 
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reversed  the  order  of  steaming  and  with  a  heavy  heart  started  down¬ 
ward,  anticipating  that  the  rebels,  flushed  with  victory,  with  our 
army  in  full  retreat  before  them,  would  come  in  pn  our  flank  and 
cut  us  to  pieces. 

The  banks  were  high  above  our  pilot  houses  and  sharpshooters 
could  annoy  us  with  impunity.  I  was  much  annoyed  when  I  found 
that  General  Banks’s  quartermasters  had  added  to  the  convoy  ten 
large  steamers  which  I  had  expressly  stipulated  with  General  Kilby 
Smith  were  not  to  come  up  the  river.  We  were  detained  six  hours 
lightening  one  of  them  loaded  with  ammunition  and  the  others  were 
constantly  getting  into  trouble.  General  Kilby  Smith  was  in  no  way 
responsible  for  this  outrageous  proceeding,  for  it  was  done  after  we 
departed  from  Grand  Ecore,  and  that  officer  left  nothing  undone  to 
cooperate  with  me  and  carry  the  expedition  through  successfully* 
On  all  occasions  I  found  General  Smith  ready  and  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  same  harmonious  manner  that  has  always  existed 
between  the  Navy  and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  I  am  sure  noth¬ 
ing  will  occur  to  interrupt  that  good  feeling.  As  I  anticipated,  the 
rebels  were  soon  aware  of  our  turning  back  and  were  after  us  like 
a  pack  of  wolves.  They  assailed  us  from  every  point,  but  the  dis¬ 
positions  that  were  made  always  foiled  them.  We  always  drove 
them  away  with  loss.  The  large  transports  so  impeded  us  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  we  made  more  than  20  miles  a  day,  and  it  seemed 
that  everything  we  came  in  contact  with  belonging  to  Banks’  army 
was  disorderly  and  a  drawback  to  us.  My  gunboats  were  helping 
them  off  sand  bars  half  the  time,  they  having  no  disposition  to  help 
each  other. 

Small  bands  of  100  or  150  had  followed  us  along  until  we  arrived 
at  a  place  called  Graff’s  Bluff,  where  our  friends,  the  negroes,  in¬ 
formed  us  that  the  rebels  had  a  battery.  It  was  about  3  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  and  I  laid  to  the  bank  while  two  gunboats  could  get 
into  position  to  whip  the  battery.  They  were  permitted  to  occupy 
the  place  quietly,  and  I  began  to  think  there  was  none  about.  We 
shelled  the  woods  in  all  directions  and  they  kept  quiet.  At  this 
moment  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry  and  heavy  cannon,  inter¬ 
spersed  with  artillery,  broke  out  about  3  miles  behind  us.  It 
sounded  like  a  heavy  battle.  Hearing  all  the  guns  of  the  gunboats 
I  did  not  fear  for  the  result.  It  lasted  so  long  that  I  at  last  turned 
my  head  upstream  to  join  in  the  fray  and  met  a  gunboat  coming 
down  whose  captain  told  me  it  was  all  over  and  the  rebels  had  fled, 
so  I  tied  up  to  the  bank  again,  expecting  the  attack  in  front,  when 
the  firing  commenced  again  and  lasted  until  nearly  sunset;  in  all, 
two  hours. 

It  turned  out  to  be  what  I  had  been  expecting,  an  attack  with 
artillery  and  infantry,  2,000  strong,  in  our  rear,  General  Kilby 
Smith  and  two  transports  being  divided  from  the  main  body  by  the 
artillery,  which  it  was  not  proper  to  pass  until  silenced  by  the  gun¬ 
boats.  This  body  of  men  was  commanded  by  General  Green,  the 
best  man  they  have,  and  one  in  whom  the  rebels  place  more  confi¬ 
dence  than  anyone  else.  He  led  his  men  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
bank,  they  shouting  and  yelling  like  madmen.  They  were  hand¬ 
somely  received  by  the  Osage  and  Lexington  in  the  old  style.  _  Gen¬ 
eral  Smith,  in  the  Hastings ,  with  part  of  his  men,  poured  in  his  fire, 
and  amongst  us  the  rebels  were  cut  into  mincemeat.  General  Green 
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and  Colonel  Chisum  had  their  heads  blown  off  with  an  11-inch 
shell. 

The  ground  was  covered  with  killed  and  wounded  and  without 
great  loss  to  ourselves.  We  whipped  out  2,000  rebels  and  kept  5,000 
more  in  the  rear  of  us  from  advancing,  not  liking  the  reports  of  the 
first  party’s  reception.  This  saved  us  from  further  molestation  as 
far  as  large  parties  were  concerned,  but  we  were  terribly  annoyed 
by  small  bands.  It  being  moonlight,  I  ordered  all  the  transports  to 
leave,  and  had  they  taken  advantage  of  the  time  they  would  have 
arrived  in  Grand  Ecore  next  morning.  After  getting  them  all  ahead 
1  reversed  the  order  of  sailing  and  followed  them  up,  but  when  I 
arrived  at  Campti  I  found  them  so  mixed  up  and  aground  that  I 
pushed  on,  and  in  three  hours  had  General  A.  J.  Smith  underway 
with  five  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  field  battery.  He  arrived  just 
in  time  to  outflank  the  rebels  with  their  heavy  field  battery,  which 
they  kept  exclusively  for  the  transports,  hiding  it  when  the  gunboats 
came  along.  It  was  a  most  exciting  and  interesting  week;  much 
danger  of  being  cut  off  unless  aided  by  General  Banks,  which  aid  was 
not  sent  until  I  asked  for  it  in  person. 

Some  one  got  in  in  a  quartermaster’s  boat  who  reported  everything 
safe,  and  General  Smith  on  that  account  did  not  go  himself,  though 
ready  to  start  at  a  moment’s  notice.  Finally  all  came  in  safely,  not 
losing  a  rope  yarn.  Your  men  behaved  splendidly  and  coolly,  and 
General  Kilby  Smith  like  a  brave  and  gallant  officer.  I  shall  always 
feel  proud  to  be  associated  with  him,  and  we  will  both  likely  remem¬ 
ber  for  many  a  day  the  perilous  scenes  we  have  gone  through  to¬ 
gether.  I  found  General  A.  J.  Smith  much  depressed  at  some  things 
that  had  occurred,  but  anxious  to  go  out  and  whip  the  rebels,  which 
we  are  able  to  do  without  any  trouble.  Instead  of  that,  I  think  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  is  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  retreat.  If  General 
Smith  should  leave  him  there  would  be  a  general  stampede  and  much 
loss  of  material,  and  General  A.  J.  Smith  would  be  made  the  scape¬ 
goat.  Finding  the  water  falling  I  sent  down  my  largest  gunboats, 
and  regret  to  say  that  the  East'port  ran  on  a  torpedo  and  sank.  The 
damage  was  slight,  and  the  shock  only  noticed  by  a  few  persons  on 
board,  and  it  was  not  for  some  time  after  they  found  water  in  her 
hold.  She  was  five  hours  sinking,  but  we  had  no  pumps  that  could 
save  her.  The  captain  forgot  to  put  canvas  under  her  bottom,  which 
would  have  saved  her.  Unless  we  have  more  water  I  shall  be  kept 
above  the  falls,  but  with  a  land  force  at  Alexandria  I  can  hold  my 
own  until  next  year.  We  must  hold  the  country,  general,  and  not 
have  to  go  all  over  this  again. 

Had  Banks  been  victorious,  as  any  ordinary  general  would  have 
been,  we  would  have  had  no  trouble  at  all,  but  he  has  led  all  hands 
into  an  ugly  scrape.  I  did  all  I  could  to  avoid  going  up  this  river 
with  him,  but  he  would  have  thrown  all  the  blame  of  failure  on  me 
had  I  failed  to  go.  I  have  risked  a  great  deal  and  only  hope  for  a 
rise  of  water  to  get  over  the  falls. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  surmises  on  the  subject.  We  have  had  no 
rise  this  year  at  all.  Do  you  think  it  will  come?  You  know  the 
nature  of  these  rivers,  having  resided  here  so  long.  I  have  written 
you  a  long  letter  and  said  to  you  confidentially  what  I  would  not 
say  to  anyone  else,  knowing  that  it  will  go  no'  farther.  I  am  just 
down  from  Grand  Ecore;  have  come  to  provide  pumps  to  save  the 
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Eastport ,  which  I  will  do  if  Banks  does  not  retreat.  If  he  does,  I 
will  blow  her  up;  am  getting  her  guns  off  at  once.  Now,  what  is  to 
become  of  Steele?  Banks  has  sent  him  a  messenger.  Will  he  (think 
you)  be  sacrificed,  or  can  he  take  care  of  himself?  Why  not  rein¬ 
force  him  well  and  let  him  finish  the  job  so  badly  begun?  If  this 
matter  is  left  in  this  state  it  will  be  a  lasting  disgrace  to  us.  The 
rebels  had  22,000  men,  about  19,000  effective.  "Losing  General  Green 
has  paralyzed  them ;  he  was  worth  5,000  men  to  them. 

Wishing  you  success  in  all  your  undertakings,  and  asking  your 
forbearance  for  writing  you  so  long  a  letter,  I  remain,  truly  and 
sincerely,  yours, 


Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Gomdg.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss.,  Nashville ,  Tenn 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  at 
mouth  of  Red  River,  to  send  assistance  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Eastport. 

Black  PIawk, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  April  16,  186. !h 

Sir:  The  Eastport  is  sunk  below  Grand  Ecore  and  may  be  raised 
if  the  Champion  can  be  hurried  up.  I  have  sent  orders  previously 
to  hurry  them  both  up,  and  the  admiral  has  done  the  same.  Please 
use  your  utmost  exertions  to  accomplish  this. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Mouth  of  Red  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer.  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Benton,  to  return  to  his  station  in  the  Mississippi 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria,  La.,  April  16,  1861. 

Sir:  The  admiral  has  directed  me  to  write  you  as  follows: 

Get  out  of  the  river  whilst  there  is  a  chance,  and  repair  to  his  [your]  old 
quarters. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  you  will  proceed  to  your  station 
in  the  Mississippi  River,  and  report  in  writing  to  the  admiral  when 
you  shall  have  reached  the  Mississippi,  and  also  when  you  shall  have 
reached  your  station. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

L ieu tenant-  Commander,  C ommanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Benton,  etc.,  Alexandria,  La. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Commander  Robert  Town¬ 
send,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex  to  proceed  to  mouth 
of  Red  River  and  take  charge  at  that  point.] 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Self¬ 
ridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  stating  his  intention  of  holding  his  position  at  Grand  Ecore 
while  looking  for  reinforcements  from  Missouri. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Grand  Ecore ,  La.,  April  17,  1861^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  date.  On  the  15th  I  had  an  interview  with 
Admiral  Porter,  in  which  our  position  was  fully  discussed,  but  I 
did  not  know  that  he  was  to  leave  this  post. 

In  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  army,  I  can  only  say  at 
present  that  we  are  here  under  instructions  from  the  Government 
to  move  upon  Shreveport  in  cooperation  with  the  forces  of  General 
Steele.  General  Steele  fails  to  cooperate  with  us  as  far  as  we  can 
learn,  and  thus  far,  renders  us  no  assistance.  I  have  sent  to  him 
by  the  way  of  Little  Rock  to  request  of  him  to  join  us  upon  the  line 
of  Red  River,  where  we  can  move  forward  in  column  against  the 
enemy.  With  the  cooperation  of  his  forces,  our  occupation  of 
Shreveport  is  certain  and  immediate.  It  is  impossible  to  sav  at  this 
time  whether  we  shall  receive  this  cooperation  or  not.  Until  it  is 
ascertained  definitely  that  this  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Government 
at  Washington  will  fall  through,  and  that  my  force  is  insufficient 
to  advance  farther  upon  this  line  against  the  enemy,  who  appears  to 
be  in  full  force,  I  shall  entertain  no  thought  of  a  retrograde  move¬ 
ment,  certainly  not  if  it  leaves  the  navy  in  any  danger.  No  such 
purpose  is  contemplated  now.  I  have  sent  for  all  the  troops  that 
can  be  gathered  from  my  own  department  to  move  to  this  point 
immediately.  I  have  also  requested,  as  I  have  stated,  the  cooperation 
of  General  Steele.  Governor  [Willard  P.]  Hall,  of  Missouri,  who 
is  here,  expresses  great  interest  in  the  success  of  this  campaign,  and 
will  do  all  he  can  to  send  forces  from  Missouri,  which  he  says  can 
be  spared  from  that  State.  If  this  assistance  fails,  I  can  then  de¬ 
termine  what  course  to  pursue.  Until  then  it  is  my  purpose  to  main¬ 
tain  my  position. 

Had  I  known  you  to  have  been  in  command,  or  that  Admiral 
Porter  was  absent,  I  should  have  sought  an  interview  with  you  upon 
the  subject  embraced  in  your  letter.  In  my  interview  with  the  ad¬ 
miral,  he  expressed  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  rise  of  the  river, 
and  did  not  speak  of  the  withdrawal  either  of  his  vessels  or  the 
troops.  His  last  suggestion  to  me  was,  that  it  would  be  imprudent 
for  me  to  advance  until  the  river  should  rise. 

I  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  explain  to  you  in  person  my  view 
of  the  situation  of  our  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  O.  Selfridge, 

On  Board  U.  8.  S.  Osage. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  assistance 

sent  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisville. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage, 

Grand  E core,  April  18,  186 [. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  the  Neosho  below  the  bar.  Learning  of  the  Louis- 
mlle  being  aground  and  in  bad  condition  15  miles  below,  I  have 
sent  the  I  ort  Hindman  down  to  assist  her,  the  Fort  11  indman  to 
return  as  soon  as  the  Louisville  is  oft'. 

1  here  is  nothing  new.  I  shall  leave  here  when  there  is  5  feet 
water  on  the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-G ommander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Five  and  one-half  feet  on  bar  this  morning;  water  falling  fast. 
Would  like  orders  to  proceed  direct  to  Alexandria.  Saw  General 
Banks  this  morning.  He  said  nothing  about  an  attack. 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-G ommander. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 
Mississippi  River,  April  18,  1864- 
Sir  :  Proceed  to  mouth  of  Black  River,  Louisiana,  without  delay 
and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  or  the  senior  officer 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut. -Gomdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Ozark,  of  arrival  at  Alexandria. 

U.  S.  S.  Ozark, 

Near  the  Falls  {Alexandria) ,  April  19,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Ozark  at  the  falls.  There  is  not  water  to  go  through  at  present. 
We  have  had  some  trouble  getting  down,  as  we  can  not  back  to  stop 
the  vessels  in  the  river. 

The  Ivy  broke  her  propeller  on  the  way  from  the  Eastport  to  this 
vessel. 

I  picked  up  on  my  way  down  23  bales  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Morgan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Signal,  to  protect  coal  and 
provision  barges  at  Alexandria. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  19,  [186Jf]. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Alexandria,  La.,  and 
on  your  arrival  take  position  to  protect  the  coal  and  provision 
barges  at  that  place.  Instruct  your  paymaster  to  receipt  for  the 
provisions  from  the  paymaster’s  clerk  in  charge  and  keep  a  guard 
over  it  and  the  coal  at  all  times.  Report  your  arrival  by  letter  to 
the  admiral  if  you  do  not  find  him  there,  and  also  that  you  have 
mail  for  him. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Morgan, 

C ommanding  Signal. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Morong, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Argosy,  for  special  duty  at  Fort  De  Russy. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

M outh  of  Red  River ,  April  20,  [186 Jf] . 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
Fort  de  Russy,  on  Red  River,  and  anchor  in  such  a  position  in  the 
river  that  you  may  prevent  the  rebels  from  occupying  any  of  the 
deserted  works.  You  will  also  give  such  protection  as  lies"  in  your 
power  to  loyal  inhabitants  and  their  property.  There  is  a  quantity 
of  railroad  iron  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  shipped  out  of  the 
river,  and  should  you  have  a  favorable  opportunity,  by  empty  barge 
or  otherwise,  you  will  see  that  as  much  (or  all  of  it)  as  can  be  taken 
be  sent  to  Captain  Pennock  at  Cairo.  You  will  destroy  all  skiffs, 
flats,  etc.,  above  Black  River. 

You  will  keep  yourself  advised  as  best  you  can  of  rebel  move¬ 
ments  and  do  your  best  to  frustrate  them.  Communicate  freely  with 
me  at  mouth  of  Black  River  by  letter  and  with  commanding  naval 
officers  at  Alexandria  by  same  means.  Do  not  permit  your  officers 
or  men  to  be  on  shore  on  liberty,  and  bear  in  mind  that  the  admiral’s 
general  order  requires  you  to  keep  your  boats  and  men  always  under 
cover  of  your  guns.  Should  any  persons  present  themselves  with 
proper  permits  to  purchase  cotton,  you  will  permit  them  to  do  so, 
keeping  a  good  lookout  that  their  vessel  be  not  captured.  They 
should  have  a  Treasury  aid  on  board.  No  supplies  to  be  permitted  to 
land  unless  by  permission  of  Admiral  Porter  or  General  Banks. 
You  can,  at  your  discretion,  move  a  few  miles  above  or  below  the 
fort,  should  you  deem  it  proper,  but  at  night  you  should  always  be 
at  your  station. 

You  will  find  a  coal  barge  sunk  a  few  miles  below  Fort  de  Russy, 
which,  of  course,  it  is  desirable  to  save  as  much  of  as  possible.  The 
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conhabfinds  at  the  fort  might  be  made  use  of  advantageously  that 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  C o m/m ending . 
Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Morong,  XJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Argosy. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commande»  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  commanders  of  vessels  off 

Alexandria,  La.,  in  case  of  attack. 


[April,  1864.] 

Immediately  on  an  alarm  of  an  attack  upon  the  city,  if  at  night, 
a  Coston  signal  will  be  burned,  and  upon  its  repetition  fire  will  be 
opened  slowly  by  the  gunboats,  according  to  the  proposed  plan,  and 
rapidly  if  otherwise  directed. 

An  officer  from  each  vessel  will  be  detailed  to  proceed  at  once  to 
the  bank,  to  observe  the  fire,  its  effect,  etc.,  hailing  the  vessel  to  give 
the  necessary  alterations. 

They  will  also  be  informed  by  the  colonel  commanding  of  the 
result  of  fire,  etc.,  which  will  be  immediately  given  to  their  vessels, 
and  any  change  he  may  suggest  will  be  followed. 

On  the  first  alarm  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Woodruff,  of  this  ship, 
will  report  to  Colonel  Molineux  for  orders,  and  any  instructions  the 
officers  on  the  bank  may  receive  from  him  will  be  immediately  con¬ 
veyed  to  their  commanding  officers. 

Captains  of  vessels  will  arrange  such  signals  with  their  officers  on 
shore  that,  in  the  event  of  the  impossibility  of  hearing,  the  intelli¬ 
gence  may  be  conveyed. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  St.  Clair,  to  proceed  to  Alex¬ 
andria  for  its  defense. 

IT.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  20,  186 A 
Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  without  delay  to  Alexandria,  and, 
on  your  arrival,  communicate  with  Captain  Edward  Morgan,  who 
will  show  you  his  instructions. 

Report  by  letter  your  arrival  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  take  such 
position  in  the  river  abreast  of  Alexandria  as  will  be  most  expedient 
in  contributing  to  the  defense  of  that  place. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Gregory, 

Commanding  St.  Clair. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  to  proceed  to 
Alexandria.  ^  ^ 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  20,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Alexandria  with  the  vessel  under  your  command, 
deliver  the  stores,  etc.,  that  you  have  for  the  squadron,  and  when  the 
Kenwood  arrives  return  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  report  to 
me  unless  you  should  find  different  instructions  from  Admiral 
Porter,  in  which  case  you  will  report  such  to  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant-  Go  mmunder. 

Captain  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  U.‘ S.  Navy,  cojnmanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 

ft 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Above  Alexandria,  La.,  April  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  A  Red  River  pilot  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty 
in  bringing  your  vessel  over  the  falls.  After  passing,  come  near  this 
vessel  and  report  to  me. 

The  pilot  is  directed  to  sound  the  falls  at  daylight,  and  you  will 
approach  them  to-night.  Lose  no  time,  if  you  can  pass. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-C ominander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

.  Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose, 

Alexandria,  La. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  operations  since  April 
15,  including  attempts  to  save  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Eastport. 

No.  106.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Below  Grand  Ecore,  La.,  April  23,  1864- 
Sir:  In  my  last  communication  I  informed  you  of  the  sinking  of 
the  Eastport,  [April  15],  by  a  torpedo  about  8  miles  below  Grand 
Ecore.  The  moment  I  heard  of  it  I  went  down  to  Alexandria  and 
sent  a  dispatch  vessel  for  our  two  steam  pump  boats.  One  was 
coming  over  the  falls  as  I  passed  down,  and  the  other  fortunately 
came  in  sight  an  hour  afterwards.  They  were  both  sent  up  and  set 
to  work  to  raise  the  sunken  vessel.  She  was  so  much  shattered  in  the 
bottom  that  I  almost  despaired  of  effecting  anything. 

The  same  day  that  the  boats  arrived  up,  General  Banks  gave 
orders  for  the  army  to  prepare  to  move  on  to  Alexandria,  and  as 
Grand  Ecore  was  only  4  miles  from  us  by  land,  the  chances  were 
that  the  rebels  would  mount  numerous  artillery  on  the  bluffs  close 
at  hand  and  prevent  our  working;  nevertheless,  we  went  to  work, 
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and  proceeded  until  the  vessel  was  raised,  the  pumps  working  all  the 
^ime,  and  we  unable  to  get  at  the  leak.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps  worked  with  great  perseverance,  coolness,  and  patience  under 
these  unpleasant  circumstances.  The  same  day  the  army  moved  we 
moved  down  with  the  Eastport  with  her  own' steam,  and  one  steam 
pump  alongside  of  her,  barely  keeping  her  free  and  the.  leak  not 
discovered. 


We  started  a  ery  fair  and  made  in  a  few  hours  20  miles  down  river 
having  sent  convoy  to  bring  down  the  transports,  which  were  taken 
sately  to  Alexandria,  but  the  Eastport  got  out  of  the  channel,  and  it 
seems  impossible  to  move  her  ahead.  Everything  that  man  can  do 
has  been  done,  and  I  shall  persevere  until  attacked  here,  or  until 
falling  water  endangers  other  vessels.  There  will  be  but  one  course 
pursue,  that  is  to  perform  the  painful  duty  of  destroying 
the  Eastport  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  I  have 
no  certainty  of  getting  her  down  as  far  as  Alexandria;  the  water  has 
fallen  too  much  to  leave  her  here,  with  our  army  retreating  to  Alex¬ 
andria,  and  with  25,000  rebels  (if  victorious)  assailing  us  at  every 
point.  _  We  can  fight  them  to  the  last.  At  this  time  the  rebels  are 
following,  our  army,  and  the  artillery  and  musketry  can  be  heard 
quite  distinctly.  We  do  not  know  the  result.  Had  the  army  held 
Grand  Ecore  a  fortnight,  we  would  with  certainty  have  saved  the 
vessel,  and  will  do  so  now  if  we  can  find  water  to  get  her  down. 

She  has  a  great  deal  of  water  in  her,  which  increases  her  draft  and 
makes  her  very  heavy.  The  pumps  can  not  get  it  all  out,  nor  can 
we  find  the  place  where  she  is  injured. 

The  unfortunate  issue  of  this  expedition  has  thrown  the  gunboats 
into  a  bad  predicament.  When  I  came  up  here  the  water  was  rising, 
and  all  our  vessels  navigated  the  river  to  Grand  Ecore  with  ease, 
end  with  some  of  them  I  reached  Springfield  Landing,  the  place 
designated  by  General  Banks  for  the  gunboats  to  meet  the  army. 
My  part  was  successfully  accomplished.  The  failure  of  the  army 
to  proceed,  and  the  retreat  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  left  me  almost  at 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Fortunately  we  got  through  without  any 
accident  or  serious  disaster  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  I  soon  saw  that 
the  army  would  go  to  Alexandria  again  and  we  would  be  left  above 
the  bars  in  a  helpless  condition.  I  went  to  work  immediately,  to  get 
the  heavy  boats  below,  which  I  succeeded  in  doing  by  great  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  commanders.  I  kept  the  lighter  draft  vessels  to 
cover  the  army,  if  they  should  need  it,  and  to  take  the  transports 
down  safely,  all  of  which  was  done. 

The  vessels  are  mostly  at  Alexandria,  above  the  falls,  excepting  this 
one,  and  two  others  I  keep  to  protect  the  Eastport. 

When  the  rebels  heard  we  had  arrived  at  Grand  Ecore,  they  com¬ 
menced  turning  the  source  of  water  supply  off  into  the  lakes,  which 
would  have  been  remedied  had  the  army  succeeded  in  getting  to 
Shreveport.  I  can  not  blame  myself  for  coming  up  at  the  only 
season  when  the  water  rises.  All  the  rivers  are  full  and  rising,  but 
the  Red  River  is  falling  at  the  rate  of  2  inches  a  day,  a  most  un¬ 
usual  occurrence,  this  river  always  being  full  until  the  middle  of 
June.  Whether  we  will  yet  have  a  rise  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  one  to  foresee.  It  seems  like  an  impossibility  that  we  could  be 
caught  in  such  a  predicament  in  the  time  of  rising  water,  but  such 
may  be  the  case. 
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If  General  Banks  should  determine  to  evacuate  this  country,  the 
gunboats  will  be  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  Mississippi. 
It  can  not  be  possible  that  the  country  would  be  willing  to  have 
eight  ironclads,  three  or  four  other  gunboats,  and  many  transports 
sacrificed  without  an  effort  to  save  them.  It  would  be  the  worst 
thing  that  has  happened  this  war. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to  this 
matter.  I  shall  remonstrate  with  all  the  energy  I  am  capable  of 
against  being  left  here  and  have  to  destroy  my  vessels,  and  I  hope, 
sir,  that  you  will  see  in  the  position  wherein  I  am  placed  strong 
reason,  for  holding  this  country  and  reinforcing  the  army  with 
troops  to  do  it  with  a  certainty. 

Two  months  are  left  yet  in  which  to  expect  a  rise,  but  many  say 
that  it  will  not  come,  the  wish,  perhaps,  being  father  to  the  thought. 

It  would  be  hard,  indeed,  after  cooperating  with  the  army,  and 
the  navy  performing  successfully  all  that  was  required  of  it,'  to  be 
left  in  a  position  where  we  would  have  to  surrender  or  blow  up. 
I  will  promise  you  the  latter. 

I  have  no  hope  of  getting  the  Eastport  down,  though  the  com¬ 
mander  is  still  very  sanguine.  If  we  could  get  her  within  40  miles 
of  Alexandria,  we  could  save  her,  or  if  it  rains  there  will  be  no 
trouble  at  all.  If  the  enemy  bring  on  their  heavy  artillery,  the 
people  on  the  steam  pumps  will  not  be  able  to  work  at  all.  '  With 
the  gunboats  alone  and  untrammeled  I  should  not  be  afraid  of  any 
force  the  rebels  could  bring  to  bear  upon  us,  being  confident  that 
we  could  beat  them  off  if  they  came  in  strong  force. 

Whatever  may  happen  I  shall  hope  for  the  best,  but  consider  it 
my  duty  to  anticipate  events  and  run  no  risks  of  losing  this  squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  _  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gtideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eastport,  regarding  measures  of 
assistance  for  raising  thift  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  April  16 ,  1861t. 

Dear  Phelps:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received.  The 
Champion  is  not  here,  and  God  only  knows  when  she  will  [be].  I 
sent  orders  all  along  to  have  her  hurried  up,  and  the  moment  "she 
gets  here  will  immediately  dispatch  her  to  you. 

I  am  very  sorry  at  your  accident,  and  trust  the  Champion  will  be 
up  in  time  to  assist  you.  In  the  mean  [time],  should  that  be  found 
nn possible,  please  let  me  know.  There  is  but  scant  4  feet  on  the 
falls,  but  I  can  get  her  over,  I  think. 

Yours,  truly, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

T .  ,  ^  Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Eastport. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  sinking  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Eastport  on  the  return  from  Grand  Ecore  to  Alexandria  and  naming 
vessels  sent  to  Fort  Pillow. 

No.  105.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  17,  186 '4- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  for  a  few 
hours.  I  shall  return  to  Grand  Ecore  in  two  hours.  I  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  all  the  large  vessels  over  the  bar  at  Grand  Ecore, 
and  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  down  as  far  as  Alexandria,  when  I 
heard  the  Eastport  had  sunk,  8  miles  below.  I  sent  down  at  once 
and  found  it  to  be  so.  She  was  five  hours  sinking,  said  to  be  done 
by  a  torpedo.  She  does  not  seem  to  be  damaged  much.  I  came  down 
for  my  steam  pump  boats;  have  one  alongside  the  Eastport  already, 
and  take  another  up  with  me  to-day.  There  will  be  trouble  getting 
her  up  if  the  river  ever  rises  again;  the  water  comes  as  high  as  her 
gun  deck.  Her  guns  and  heavy  articles  have  been  taken  off.  I  came 
here  and  found  trouble  at  Fort  Pillow.  The  policy  pursued  in  not 
defending  the  strong  posts  wdiere  so  much  blood  and  treasure  have 
been  expended  will  always  cause  these  difficulties.  I  had  two  boats 
up  there,  but  the  negro  and  invalid  garrison  were  not  strong  enough 
to  do  their  part. 

I  have  sent  the  Essex ,  Benton ,  Choctaw ,  Lafayette ,  Ouachita,  and 
Avenger  up  to  Fort  Pillow  to  prevent  any  permanent  landing  there. 
I  sent  an  expedition  up  the  Washita  [Ouachita]  as  far  as  Monroe, 
which  captured  3,000  bales  of  Confederate  cotton,  brought  away 
800  negroes,  destroyed  much  rebel  property.  The  expedition  was 
under  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  and  was  particularly  success¬ 
ful.  I  am  bringing  up  light-draft  vessels  to  take  the  place  of  the 
heavy  boats  during  the  low  water.  We  have  only  8  feet  of  water 
between  this  anc1  Gfand  Ecore  and  many  lumps  exist.  This  expedi¬ 
tion  and  the  failure  of  the  army  to  advance  have  given  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  but  I  don’t  despair  of  getting  out  of  it.  It.  is  only  a 
matter  of  want  of  water,  and  I  can  not  think  that  this  river  would 
fail  to  rise  while  all  the  others  are  booming. 

Being  constantly  engaged  in  providing  for  the  many  curious  cases 
that  are  daily  occurring,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  not  making 
fuller  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  his  command 
from  Grand  Ecore  to  Alexandria,  including  the  destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Eastport,  attack  upon  the  vessels  near  Cane  River,  and  narrow  escape  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Cricket. 

No.  107.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria,  La.,  April  28,  186 If. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  communication  No.  106, 
of  the  sinking  of  the  Eastport  while  proceeding  down  to  Alexandria, 
caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo  under  her  bottom,  and  near 
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her  bow.  On  hearing  this  bad  news  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
vessel  and  found  her  sunk  to  the  gun  deck,  the  water  over  it  on  one 
side.  I  saw  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  went  at  once  to  Alex¬ 
andria  in  hopes  of  finding  one  of  our  steam  pump  boats,  then  due. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  had  already  sent  a  tug  down  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  as  I  passed  over  the  falls  the  pump  boat 
hove  in  sight  and  proceeded  on  up.  An  hour  after,  the  other  boat 
came  up,  and  I  sent  her  up  also,  being  confident  that  the  Eastport 
would  now  be  raised. 

I  had  ordered  all  her  guns  taken  out  and  all  her  ammunition  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  vessels,  which  was  done  by  the  time  I  reached  her 
again,  forty-eight  hours  after  the  pump  boats  went  up. 

I  was  detained  a  day  in  Alexandria  making  a  different  disposition 
of  the  vessels  in  the  Mississippi,  owing  to  the  report  of  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow  by  the  rebels.  I  sent  some  of  the  heavy  ironclads 
up  there  with  orders  to  remain,  and  also  changed  the  destination 
of  various  vessels  in  the  different  rivers.  When  I  returned  to  the 
Eastport  I  found  her  in  a  fair  way  of  being  afloat,  though  all  the 
heavy  steam  pumps  together  did  not  do  more  than  slightly  decrease 
the  water.  The  leak  had  to  be  stopped  by  bulkheading.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps  went  to  work  vigorously  to  endeavor  to  save 
his  vessel,  and  he  was  seconded  by  his  officers  and  crew.  I  don’t 
think  I  ever  witnessed  harder  work  than  was  performed  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Eastport ,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  all  on  board  that  she  should  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  if  it  could  be  helped.  I  felt  confident  that  the  Eastport 
would  be  saved  if  time  permitted,  but  I  had  a  faint  idea  that  our 
army  were  about  to  fall  back  on  Alexandria,  when  it  would  become 
necessary  to  destroy  the  Eastport  or,  perhaps,  lose  some  other  ves¬ 
sels.  On  my  arrival  at  Grand  Ecore  I  found  that  preparations  were 
making  to  move  the  army  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria,  and  I 
ordered  the  large  vessels  at  once  below  the  bar,  with  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  slowly  to  Alexandria,  keeping  with  me  six  of  the  lighter  draft 
vessels  to  cover  the  land  forces  and  give  protection  to  the  transports. 

The  day  after  my  return  to  Grand  Ecore  orders  were  issued  for 
the  army  to  move  to  Alexandria.  The  Eastport  was  not  yet  afloat, 
and  I  thought  our  chance  of  saving  her  very  small  unless  we  were 
certain  of  having  no  enemy  to  annoy  us  after  the  army  left. 

On  the  20th  of  April  I  went  down  to  the  Eastport  again,  and 
after  informing  the  commander  how  matters  stood,  we  concluded 
that  it  was  necessary  to  run  some  risks  if  we  wished  to  save  the 
vessel.  She  was  now  slightly  resting  on  the  bottom  on  one  side,  and 
steam  had  been  raised  on  her. 

On  the  21st  she  started  in  tow  of  the  pump  boat  Champion  No.  5, 
and  with  the  pumps  of  Champion  No.  3  transferred  to  the  Eastport 
and  connected  with  her  boilers.  This  arrangement,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  one  or  two  syphon  pumps,  kept  the  water  out  of  the  fire 
room  and  confined  it  to  the  bow. 

I  waited  at  a  point  8  miles  below  Grand  Ecore  and  sent  up  a 
gunboat  to  convoy  down  all  the  transports  that  were  left  up,  this 
vessel  bringing  Tip  the  rear,  towing  a  flat  on  which  were  all  the 
EastporCs  guns.  On  the  first  day  the  Eastport  made  20  miles  down 
the  river,  but  at  G  o’clock  in  the  evening  she  grounded,  from  not 
being  in  the  channel,  and  the  first  of  our  difficulties  commenced  in 
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getting  her  over  the  bars  and  other  obstructions  which  abound  in 
this  river.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  navigation  from  the  21st  of  April  up  to  the  26th, 
the  time  when  it  was  no  longer  considered  possible  to  get  the  East- 
port  over  the  sand  bars  and  logs,  now  increasing,  unless  time  was 
allowed  to  remove  them,  and  the  enemy  were  kept  from  annoying 
us  while  we  were  at  work. 

The  lieutenant-commander  commanding  the  Eastport ,  S.  L. 
Phelps,  had  done  all  that  man  could  do  to  save  his  vessel  and  felt 
it  to  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  get  her  to  Alexandria.  She  had 
grounded  eight  times  badly,  and  each  time  under  circumstances 
where  it  was  very  doubtful  if  she  would  come-  off,  but  the  com¬ 
mander’s  confidence  never  deserted  him,  and  I  could  not  help  but 
admire  his  coolness  and  faith  in  getting  his  vessel  to  Alexandria, 
when  I  knew  there  were  places  to  pass  below  with  much  less  water 
on  them. 

I  determined  that  I  would  never  leave  this  vessel  to  her  fate  as 
long  as  the  commander  felt  a  hope  of  getting  her  down.  He  worked 
with  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view, 
sleeping  apparently  neither  night  nor  day.  Everybody  Avorked  and 
went  through  privations  of  all  kinds,  and  I  must  say  that,  mentally, 
I  never  went  through  so  much  anxiety  in  my  life. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  this  labor  of  hauling  the  Eastport  over  the 
bars  and  after  congratulating  ourselves  that  we  had  passed  every 
impediment,  orders  were  given  to  fill  up  with  fence  rails  for  fuel 
and  Ave  started  downstream,  with  the  expectation  of  making  at  least 
30  miles  that  day.  The  ATessel  had  already  been  brought  60  miles 
on  her  Avay  and  60  more  would  bring  her  within  our  lines. 

The  army,  though,  were  60  miles  ahead  of  us  and  the  report  was 
that  the  rebels  Avere  following  in  their  rear,  also  opposing  them  in 
front,  and  Ave  might  naturally  expect  when  the  army  arrived  safely 
in  Alexandria  that  the  whole  power  of  the  enemy  would  be  directed 
to  cutting  off  my  small  force  of  three  light-drafts  and  the  Eastport 
without  any  guns.  Indeed,  we  had  already  received  notice  that  such 
were  their  intentions. 

On  April  25,  I  made  signal  to  proceed  downstream,  and  had 
scarcely  started  before  the  Eastport  was  hard  aground,  and  this 
time  in  a  position  where  even  the  commander’s  hopes  of  relieving 
her  failed.  The  difficulty  here  was  a  Avant  of  water,  and  the  bed  of 
the  river  was  filled  with  logs,  over  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  the  vessel  unless  we  had  the  time.  We  tried  to  lighten  her  by 
removing  her  iron  plating,  but  this  we  found  to  be  a  labor  beyond 
our  power.  The  plates  could  not  be  removed  in  a  short  time,  and 
that  plan  Avas  abandoned  at  once. 

I  had  determined  to  remain  by  the  Eastport  until  she  was  safe 
within  our  lines  or  bloAvn  up,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  On  two  occasions  I  had  given  the  commander  pre¬ 
paratory  instructions  relative  to  her  destruction,  thinking  her  time 
had  come,  but  still  hopeful  and  persistent  he  stuck  to  the  work,  and 
deserved  to  have  met  with  greater  success. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  get  the  Eastport  off  from  what  proved 
to  be  her  final  resting  place.  The  gunboat  Fort  Hindman  (whose 
commander  has  worked  to  sa\Te  the  Eastport  with  a  zeal  I  never  saw 
surpassed)  succeeded  with  her  steam  capstan  in  moving  her  bow, 
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but  only  enough  to  get  into  a  worse  position  right  across  the  channel, 
with  a  bed  of  logs  under  her,  and  from  that  place  it  seemed  that  no 
human  power  could  move  her. 

The  commander  having  admitted  there  seemed  no  hope  of  getting 
her  off  unless  we  had  time  and  our  rear  protected,  I  gave  the  order 
to  destroy  her. 

One  ton  of  powder  was  placed  in  her  in  various  positions,  she  was 
filled  with  such  combustibles  as  we  could  procure,  and  at  1  : 45  p.  m., 
April  26,  the  Eastport  was  blown  up,  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps 
applying  the  match  and  being  the  last  one  to  leave  the  vessel.  He  had 
barely  time  to  reach  the  boat  when  the  Eastport  blew  up,  covering  the 
boat  with  fragments  of  wood.  Seven  different  explosions  followed, 
and  then  the  flames  burst  forth  in  every  direction.  The  vessel  was 
completely  destroyed,  as  perfect  a  wreck  as  ever  was  made  by  powder. 
She  remains  a  troublesome  obstruction  to  block  up  the  channel  for 
some  time  to  come. 

All  stores,  etc.,  were  removed  and  such  parts  of  the  machinery  as 
could  be  made  available  by  the  rebels. 

There  was  nothing  but  the  iron  plates  left  behind,  which  finally 
fell  inside  the  hull ;  some  fell  outboard,  as  the  fire  burned  away  the 
wood  to  which  they  were  attached,  and  will  soon  disappear  under 
the  sands. 

I  would  have  brought  away  every  piece  of  iron  had  I  not  been 
warned  that  I  had  overstayed  my  time. 

Gangs  of  guerrillas  began  to  hover  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
and  just  previous  to  blowing  up  the  Eastport  we  were  attacked  by 
a  heavy  force  on  the  right  bank.  This  vessel  was  lying  tied  to  the 
bank,  and  I  was  backing  out  from  the  Eastport  in  the  Hindman  to 
give  the  former  a  chance  to  blow  up  without  injury  to  anyone;  the 
rebels  selected  this  moment  to  make  their  attack,  and,  rising  sud¬ 
denly  from  the  bank,  opened  on  our  little  squadron  with  1,200  mus¬ 
kets  "and  then  made  a  rush  to  board  the  Cricket.  The  enemy,  how¬ 
ever,  were  properly  met  and  repelled,  and  the  Cricket ,  dropping  out 
from  the  bank,  opened  on  them  with  grape  and  canister,  and,  with  a 
heavy  cross  fire  from  the  two  other  vessels,  the  rebels  were  routed  in 
five  minutes.  After  this  we  blew  the  Eastport  up  and  proceeded 
down  the  river. 

We  were  not  molested  until  we  had  gone  about  20  miles,  at  a 
point  above  Cane  River,  when  rounding  the  point,  the  vessels  in 
close  order  and  ready  for  action,  we  descried  a  party  of  the  enemy 
with  artillery  on  the  right  bank,  and  we  immediately  opened  fire 
with  our  bow  guns.  The  enemy  immediately  returned  it  with  a 
large  number  of  cannon — 18  in  all — every  shot  of  which  struck  this 
vessel. 

The  captain  (Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gorringe)  gave  orders  to  stop 
the  engines  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  the  battery,  and  covering  the 
boats  astern.  I  corrected  this  mistake  and  got  headway  on  the  ves¬ 
sel  again,  but  not  soon  enough  to  avoid  the  pelting  shower  of  shot 
and  shell  which  the  enemy  poured  into  us — every  shot  going  through 
and  through  us,  clearing  all  our  decks  in  a  moment.  Finding  the 
guns  not  firing  rapidly,  I  stepped  on  the  gun  deck  to  see  what  was 
the  matter.  As  I  stepped  down,  the  after  gun  was  struck  with  a 
shell  and  disabled,  and  every  man  at  the  gun  killed  or  wounded. 
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At  the  same  moment  the  crew  from  the  forward  gun  was  swept 
away  by  a  shell  exploding,  and  the  men  were  wounded  in  the  fire- 
room,  leaving  only  one  man  to  fire  up.  I  made  up  a  gun’s  crew  from 
the  contrabands,  who  fought  the  gun  to  the  last  moment.  Finding 
that  the  engine  did  not  move,  I  went  into  the  engine  room,  and 
found  the  chief  engineer  killed,  whose  place  was  soon  supplied  by 
an  assistant.  I  then  went  to  the  pilot  house  and  found  that  a  shot 
had  gone  through  it  and  wounded  one  of  the  pilots.  I  took  charge 
of  the  vessel,  and  as  the  battery  was  a  very  heavy  one  I  determined 
to  pass  it,  which  was  done  under  the  heaviest  fire  I  ever  witnessed. 
I  attempted  to  turn  her  head  upstream  to  attack  with  our  two  bow 
guns,  the  only  guns  left,  but  as  this  was  impracticable  I  let  her  drift 
down  around  the  point  and  shelled  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  the  rear. 
This  disturbed  them  for  a  moment  and  enabled  the  light-draft 
Juliet  and  pump  boat  Champion  (lashed  together)  to  escape  from 
under  the  bank  where  they  had  drifted.  The  Juliet  had  her  steam 
pipe  cut  and  became  disabled,  having  drifted  clear  from  under  the 
guns  of  the  enemy  and  close  in  to  the  bank,  where  the  guns  could  not 
be  depressed  to  reach  them,  and  from  whence  the  Champion  towed 
her  in  safety  when  the  Hindman  opened  her  batteries  and  this  vessel 
was  firing  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Seeing  that  the 
Hindman  did  not  pass  the  batteries,  the  Juliet  disabled,  and  that  one 
of  the  pump  boats  had  her  boiler  exploded  by  a  shot,  I  ran  down  to 
a  point  three  or  four  miles  below,  where  I  had  ordered  two  iron¬ 
clads  to  be  ready  to  meet  me  in  case  of  emergency.  Unfortunately, 
I  ran  on  shore  a  short  time  after  passing  the  batteries,  and  remained 
there  three  hours;  took  fire  in  the  meantime  from  the  explosion  of 
some  cartridges,  the  box  containing  which  had  been  struck  by  the 
enemy’s  shot. 

It  was  after  dark  when  I  reached  the  appointed  place,  where  I 
found  the  Osage  lying  opposite  a  field  battery  of  the  enemy,  which 
they  had  been  shelling  throughout  the  day.  The  Lexington  had 
been  hard  at  work  at  them,  and  had  been  hulled  15  times,  with  only 
one  man  killed.  The  firing  above  had  ceased,  and  as  the  channel 
was  very  intricate,  I  could  not  send  her  up  to  the  assistance  of  the 
vessels  without  danger  of  her  getting  aground.  I  knew  that  they 
were  all  above  the  batteries,  and  was  in  hopes  the  Hindman  had 
silenced  them.  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  had  two  vessels  in 
charge,  the  Juliet  and  Champion ,  which  he  wished  to  get  through 
safely.  He  kept  them  out  or  range  until  he  could  partially  repair 
the  Juliet ,  and  then  starting  under  a  heavy  fire  he  made  a  push  by. 
Unfortunately,  the  pump  boat  was  disabled  and  set  fire  to  and 
burned  up.  The  Hindman  had  her  wheel  ropes  cut  away  and  drifted 
past,  turning  around  and  around,  and  getting  well  cut  up  in  going 
by.  The  Juliet  was  cut  to  pieces  in  hull  and  machinery;  had  15 
killed  and  wounded.  Four  miles  below  they  met  the  Neosho  going 
up,  too  late  to  cover  them.  Had  she  arrived  in  time  she  could  likely 
have  cleared  out  the  batteries ;  at  least  diverted  the  fire  of  them  until 
the  passage  of  the  boats.  I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Phelps  from  the  time  of  his  first  misfortune  until  his  arrival 
at  this  place,  where  I  now  am  with  all  the  fleet,  having  lost  none  of 
the  gunboats,  but  very  much  surprised  that  I  have  any  left,  consider¬ 
ing  all  the  difficulties  encountered. 
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When  the  rebels  had  followed  our  army  to  the  point  where  they 
could  effect  no  more,  all  their  attention  was  turned  to  the  little 

squadron  I  had  escorting  the  Eastport.  _ 

Every  man  and  gun  was  brought  to  the  river,  and  we  had  to  con- 
tend  against  such  odds  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  escape  destine- 
tion  or  very  severe  handling.  No  vessels  were  ever  better  fought, 
and  none  of  this  class  (mere  thread  paper  vessels)  were  ever  under 
so  hot  a  fire.  In  five  minutes  the  Cricket  was  struck  38  times  with 
solid  shot  and  shell,  with  a  loss  of  25  killed  and  wounded,  half  her 
crew.  The  Juliet  about  the  same,  with  15  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Hindman  lost  3  killed  and  4  or  5  wounded.  I  may  have  lacked 
judgment  in  not  blowing  the  Eastport  up  sooner,  when  I  found  that 
We  were  a  secondary  consideration  to  the  army,  but  as  I  had  stayed 
behind  myself  to  see  the  last  transport  through  safely,  I  could  not 
do  less  with  one  of  my  own  vessels. 

I  was  unable  to  keep  up  communication  with  the  army,  as  the 
means  of  communication  were  with  them,  and  as  they  marched 
along  faster  than  I  calculated  (40  miles  in  one  day,  when  I  supposed 
they  would  only  go  20),  I  was  more  in  their  rear  than  I  should  have 
been.  This  arose  from  my  desire  to  save  the  Eastport ,  and  hoping 
that  some  signal  success  on  the  part  of  the  army  (which  I  felt  con¬ 
fident  was  able  to  whip  all  the  rebels  in  this  part  of  the  country) 
would  dispose  of  the  enemy  altogether. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  expedition  up  to  the  present  time  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  squadron  have  worked  with  superhuman  zeal 
and  overcome  difficulties  which  seemed  insurmountable. 

The  success  of  the  expedition  depended  entirely  on  the  success  of 
the  navy  in  getting  the  transports  safely  to  an  appointed  _  place, 
Springfield  Landing,  which  would  have  put  us  in  communication 
with  Sie  army,  and  then  in  possession  of  all  their  material  of  war. 
This  we  accomplished,  and  when  the  army  returned  unexpectedly, 
we  fought  our  way  back  again  without  a  loss  of  any  kind  (excepting 
men),  inflicting  a  loss  of  500  men  on  the  enemy,  killed  their  best 
general  (Green)  and  a  number  of  his  officers.  On  our  way  down  to 
Alexandria  obstacles  were  overcome  enough  to  appall  the  stoutest 
heart.  Guns  had  to  be  taken  out  of  vessels,  and  they  jumped  ov.er 
sand  bars  and  logs,  and  the  squadron  arrived  here  in  time  to  prevent 
any  attack  on  our  reserve  stores. 

The  difficulty  about  water  is  a  most  unusual  one,  and  we  must  cer¬ 
tainly  have  a  rise  of  the  few  feet  we  want  before  the  end  of  the  season ; 
all  the  rivers  are  booming  at  this  time,  and  it  should  be  so  here.  I 
am  no  more  responsible  for  the  failure  of  water  here  than  I  would  be 
if  the  Mississippi  went  dry  at  this  season,  a  thing  that  never  hap¬ 
pened  yet.  I  came  up  here  with  the  river  on  the  rise,  and  water 
enough  for  our  largest  vessels,  and  even  on  my  way  up  to  Shreveport 
from  Grand  Ecore  the  water  rose,  while  it  commenced  falling  where 
I  left  the  largest  gunboats.  Falling  or  not,  I  could  not  go  back  while 
in  charge  of  the  transports  and  the  material  on  which  an  army  of 
30,000  men  depended;  nothing  would  justify  me  in  doing  so.  I  have 
still  confidence  in  a  good  Providence,  which  I  am  sure  will  not  desert 
us,  and  confidence  that  the  nation  will  not  permit  this  fleet  to  be 
sacrificed,  when  it  has  so  well  performed  its  part  in  what  should  have 
been  a  complete  success. 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  brave,  cool,  and  zealous 
manner  in  which  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  worked  to  get  his 
vessel  out  of  her  difficulties,  never  losing  his  faith  for  a  single 
moment.  Also  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  brought  the  two 
fragile  gunboats  past  those  heavy  batteries,  cheating  the  enemy  of 
the  prize  they  had  promised  themselves. 

To  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce,  commanding  the 
Fort  Hindman; ,  great  praise  is  due  for  the  efforts  he  made,  night  and 
day,  to  get  the  Fast  port  off,  working  his  officers  and  men  until  they 
could  hardly  stand. 

Acting  Master  George  W.  Rogers,  of  the  Pittsburg ,  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  worked  at  the  bulkheads  of  the 
Eastport  up  to  his  middle  in  water  for  eight  days.  To  him  was 
entrusted  the  duty  of  stopping  the  leak,  which  he  fairly  accomplished 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 

Acting  Master  J.  S.  Watson  defended  his  vessel  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  and  never  was  a  vessel  more  cut  up. 

Where  all  do  their  duty  it  is  hard  to  discriminate,  but  when  the 
record  of  this  expedition  is  overhauled  the  names  of  Commander  R. 
Townsend,  commanding  Essex ;  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 
commanding  Eastport ;  Lieutenant-Commander  AVatson  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  Chillicothe  (temporarily)  ;  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R. 
Breese,  commanding  Black  Ilawk ;  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P. 
Foster,  commanding  Lafayette ;  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  A.  Greer, 
commanding  Benton ;  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  K.  Owen,  com¬ 
manding  Louisville ;  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell,  com¬ 
manding  C  arondelet ;  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 
commanding  Choctaw ;  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  *0.  Selfridge, 
commanding  Osage;  Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson,  com¬ 
manding  Ouachita;  Lieutenant  Commanding  George  M.  Bache, 
commanding  Lexington;  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  W.  Terry, 
commanding  Benefit  (naval  transport)  ;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  W.  R.  Hoel,  commanding  Pittsburg;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Samuel  Howard,  commanding  Neosho;  Acting  AVlunteer 
Lieutenant  George  AV.  Brown,  commanding  Ozark;  Acting  Volun- 
teer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Langthorne,  commanding  Mound  City;  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce,  commanding  Fort  Hindman; 
Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gorringe,  commanding  Cricket;  Acting  Master 
J.  S.  Watson,  commanding  Juliet;  Acting  Master  Charles  Thatcher, 
commanding  Gazelle;  should  stand  prominent,  having  zealously  per¬ 
formed  everything  required  of  them  with  an  ability  deserving  of  the 
highest  praise. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  send  you  a  bearer  of  dispatches,  who  wdl 
explain  to  you  fully  the  condition  of  the  fleet. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  D,  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  East- 

port,  regarding  the  efforts  to  save  and  the  final  destruction  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Fort  Hindman, 

Alexandria ,  Z«.,  April  @8, 1861/,. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  left  Grand  Ecore  on  the  14th 
instant  with  the  Eastport  and  proceeded  down  Red  River. 

One  mile  below  grounded  on  a  bar  and  did  not  get  over  until  the 
15th  instant,  when  I  continued  downstream  some  8  miles,  where  the 
vessel  received  a  severe  shock  forward  and  began  to  fill  rapidly  with 
water  in  that  part  of  her. 

I  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  run  into  shoal  water,  started  the  steam 
syphon  and  other  pumps,  and  set  all  hands  to  pumping  and  bailing- 
water  out  of  her. 

Within  the  first  hour  after  the  accident  the  gunboat  Lexington 
and  towboat  B  came  alongside  and  assisted  with  syphon  and  other 
pumps. 

Having  filled  with  water  forward,  the  ship  was  slow  in  sinking 
further,  and  was  not  entirely  down  until  five  hours  after  the  acci¬ 
dent;  but  the  pumps  made  no  impression  whatever  on  the  water 
forward,  where  the  leak  was,  the  numerous  bulkheads  in  the  hold 
alone  preventing  vessel  from  sinking  as  quickly  by  the  stern  as  it 
had  done  by  head. 

At  the  time  of  the  accident  the  vessel  was  drifting  over  shoal 
water  (1  foot  more  than  her  draft),  the  wheels  not  turning,  and  the 
headway  scarcely  more  than  the  current.  The  shock  forward  threw 
the  leadsman  from  his  balance,  and  he  was  near  falling  overboard, 
while  in  my  cabin  aft  I  scarcely  felt  it,  and  only  noticed  it  as  a 
peculiar  trembling  sensation.  We  had  already  burst  three  of  the 
enemy’s  torpedoes  in  the  vicinity,  two  of  them  by  small  boats,  neither 
of  which  were  injured  by  the  explosion,  and  in  neither  case  was 
there  much,  if  any,  report. 

The  Eastport  was  of  great  strength  in  her  bottom,  and  it  is  im¬ 
possible  that  she  should  have  been  so  torn  by  drifting  upon  snags. 
The  severe  character  of  the  blow  at  the  injured  extremity  and  its 
slight  character  elsewhere,  together  with  the  fact  of  her  headway  not 
having  been  checked,  nor  the  direction  of  her  course  altered,  are 
proofs  that  it  must  have  been  one  of  the  small  torpedoes  that  did  the 
damage.  After  raising  her  we  had  additional  proof  in  the  shattered 
condition  of  the  bottom. 

On  the  16th  I  proceeded  to  lighten  ship,  as  directed  by  you,  taking 
off  her  battery,  etc.,  and  on  the  17th  the  steamer  Champion  No.  5 
arrived  with  two  pumps  of  20-inch  and  10-inch  diameter,  which 
gradually  gained  upon  the  water.  On  the  19th  the  steamer  New 
Champion  reached  us  with  similar  pumps  and  also  began  pumping 
out  the  water.  It  would  be  tedious  to  detail  the  incessant  toil  of  the 
people  of  my  vessel  day  and  night,  assisted  by  parties  from  other 
vessels  in  the  squadron,  which  resulted  in  getting  the  Eastport  afloat 
on  the  21st,  when  fires  were  started  in  the  furnaces  and  one  of  the 
pumps  was  transferred  from  the  New  Champion  and  placed  upon 
the  forecastle,  where  it  was  worked  by  steam  from  our  boilers,  which 
enabled  us  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  that  vessel.  The  same  day 
we  started  down  the  river  slowly.  The  carpenters  of  the  different 
ships  were  at  work  day  and  night  in  efforts  to  confine  and  stop  the 
leak. 
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The  22d  was  passed  in  getting  the  ship  over  a  bar  on  which  she 
had  grounded  the  evening  previous,  and  in  which  we  were  assisted 
by  three  steamers  with  their  capstans.  Four  or  five  miles  farther 
down  we  again  grounded  and  spent  the  day  and  night  in  getting  over 
the  bar,  and  had  then  a  run  of  but  2  miles  before  we  were  again  fast 
upon  sunken  logs  on  a  bar.  At  Montgomery,  [La.],  nearly  two 
days  -during  which  time  we  were  on  both  logs  and  rocks — were 
spent  in  getting  a  distance  of  3  miles,  where  we  finally  grounded 
upon  logs. 

Careful  soundings  taken  by  experienced  pilots  made  it  apparent 
that  it  was  a  hopeless  labor  we  were  engaged  in,  and  that  we  could 
not  get  the  ship  below  where  she  was  lying.  For  the  first  time  hope 
left  me.  The  river  was  falling  steadily  and  the  pilots  reported  too 
little  water  for  her  draft  on  the  bars  below.  My  crew  was  worn 
out  by  labor  beyond  its  power  of  endurance,  many  had  sickened 
during  the  interval  from  the  time  of  the  disaster  to  the  morning  of 
26th,  when,  after  vain  efforts  to  get  the  vessel  off  the  logs  on  which 
she  had  been  lying  all  night,  you  gave  me  the  order  to  destroy  her 
and  transfer  the  people  to  the  Fort  Hindman  temporarily.  I  took 
off  everything  movable  and  of  value  and  then  placed  a  prepared 
can  and  8  barrels  of  powder  under  the  foot  of  her  forward  casemate, 
which  an  operator  attempted  to  explode  by  electricity.  Failing  in 
his  attempts,  a  similar  amount  of  powder  was  placed  in  her  stern 
and  other  barrels  of  powder  were  put  about  her  machinery,  so  as 
effectually  to  destroy  her,  and  trains  were  laid  fore  and  aft  the  vessel, 
which,  on  being  ignited,  rapidly  spread  fire  throughout  her,  exploding 
the  different  mines  in  quick  succession,  utterly  destroying  her. 

These  are  facts  which  it  is  an  official  duty  to  report  to  you, 
although  you  wTere  a  witness  of  nearly  the  whole,  yourself  directing 
the  measures  adopted,  first  to  save  the  vessel  and  then  to  destroy  her. 

The  command  of  the  Eastport  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  great 
pride,  and  I  could  not  but  deplore  the  necessity  for  destroying  her. 
The  act  has  been  the  most  painful  one  experienced  by  me  in  my 
official  career.  She  was  the  finest  vessel  of  your  squadron  and  one 
of  the  best  possessed  by  the  Government.  Your  order  to  me  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  destroy  her,  in  which  you  commend  the  zeal  displayed  by 
myself  and  the  crew  in  our  efforts  to  save  her,  not  only  relieved  me 
from  all  responsibility,  but  was  also  grateful  to  my  feelings,  both 
as  a  man  and  officer.  I  desire  further  to  express  to  you  my  grateful 
sense  of  your  forbearance  in  ordering  the  destruction  of  the  vessel, 
when  yourself  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  saving  her,  yielding 
your  judgment  to  my  natural  anxiety  to  exhaust  every  means  that 
seemed  to  offer  a  hope  of  success.  I  fear  that  your  forbearance  led 
to  greater  risks  both  for  your  squadron  and  yourself  than  even  the 
saving  of  the  Eastport  would  justify.  This  consciousness  added 
largely  to  my  anxiety  for  your  safety  when  separated  from  you  by 
the  accidents  of  the  action  which  took  place  on  the  evening  after 
her  destruction,  when  I  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  the  worst. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  /Squadron . 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  engagement 
with  Confederate  batteries  at  Deloach’s  Bluff,  Red  River,  April  26. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage, 

Above  Alexandria ,  May  3,  186 1^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  detailed  report  of 
the  part  this  vessel  took  in  the  action  with  the  rebel  battery  at 
Deloach’s  Rocks  on  Tuesday,  April  26. 

At  the  time  confined  to  the  cabin  by  sickness,  I  have  relied  upon 
the  careful  statements  of  the  officers  who  witnessed  it. 

The  Osage  landed  at  this  point  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  wood. 
Upon  casting  off,  the  pilot  backed  her  aground.  We  were  compelled 
to  earry  out  a  line  to  the  Lexington ,  which  lay  in  the  opposite  shore. 

At  11.40  a.  m.,  just  as  our  head  commenced  to  swing  off,  the  enemy 
opened  a  fire  from  four  pieces  and  musketry.  Fearing  we  might 
again  go  ashore,  being  quite  unmanageable  in  the  eddy  currents 
that  make  around  this  point  of  rocks,  I  ordered  the  anchor  let  go. 

We  returned  the  enemy’s  fire  immediately  with  grape  and  shrap¬ 
nel.  From  the  fact  that  we  were  lying  under  the  crest  of  a  high 
hill,  our  fire  at  first  did  not  seem  as  effective  as  we  could  have 
wished. 

The  Lexington ,  at  which  the  rebels  directed  principally  their  fire, 
having  dropped  down  the  river,  they  shifted  two  of  their  guns  to 
bear  more  directly  upon  us.  This  brought  them  more  exposed  to 
our  fire,  and  two  or  three  well-directed  rounds  made  them  limber 
up  and  clear  out. 

While  I  have  no  idea  of  the  rebel  loss,  they  were  distinctly  seen  to 
remove  one  of  their  guns  by  hand,  another  with  only  two  horses, 
assisted  by  hand. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-  C  o  mmander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Pease,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  engagement  at  Deloach’s 

Bluff,  April  26. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage,  April  2 7 ,  186 1^. 

Sir:  T  regret  having  to  report  that  while  lying  under  the  bluff 
at  Deroach’s  [Deloach’s]  Rocks  yesterday  at  10:50  a.  m.,  Sidney 
Osborne,  quarter  gunner,  while  on  the  bank  on  picket,  was  shot  in 
the  neck  by  a  rebel  and  severely  wounded.  Acting  Ensign  Hubbell 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  B.  C.  Wheeler,  with  12  men,  at  once  volun¬ 
teered  to  bring  him  on  board.  They  deserve  much  credit  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  charged  the  hill  under  heavy  musket  fire  of 
the  enemy  and  succeeded  in  bringing  Osborne  on  board  without  re¬ 
ceiving  any  injury.  At  11:30  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery  and  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  for  forty  minutes.  We 
returned  fire  with  9  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  1  5-second  shell,  2  stands 
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grape,  and  1  canister;  12:20  ceased  firing.  We  sustained  no  injury 
during  the  engagement.  J  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Pease, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 
Lieutenant- Commander  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osage. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  U  S  S 
Eastport,  regarding  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  near  the  junction 
of  Cane  and  Red  Rivers,  April  26-27,  1864. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Fort  Hindman, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  April  28,  186 Jh 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  this  morning 
with  the  Fort  Hindman  and  Juliet. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Eastport  near  Montgomery,  [La,],  on 
this  river  [Red],  on  the  26th  instant,  I  transferred  the  officers  and 
crew  of  that  vessel  to  the  Fort  Hindman,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
and  started  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Cricket,  bearing 
your  flag,  the  gunboat  Juliet,  and  the  two  steamers  Champion. 

When  the  enemy’s  batteries  opened  upon  you,  5  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  Cane  River,  the  Fort  Hindman  was  prevented  from  render¬ 
ing  effective  assistance  by  her  fire,  owing  to  the  confusion  into  which 
the  other  vessels  were  thrown,  getting  athwart  the  river  between  us 
and  the  enemy.  You  passed  around  the  point  out  of  our  sight, 
followed  by  a  rapid  fire  about  the  time  the  New  Champion  was 
blown  up  by  a  shot  in  her  boilers  and  the  Juliet  disabled  by  one  in 
her  machinery,  while  the  Champion  No.  5  had  a  bad  shot  in  the 
head  of  her  rudder.  The  first  drifted  down  enveloped  in  steam  and 
lodged  against  the  shore  where  the  enemy  was.  The  other  two 
were  for  a  time  exposed  in  broadside  to  a  terrific  fire.  The  Juliet 
was  in  tow  of  the  Champion,  whose  pilot  had  abandoned  the  Avheel- 
house,  and  the  crew  below  had  cut  all  the  hawsers  fastening  the  two 
vessels  together,  save  one,  which  Captain  Watson  prevented  their 
cutting.  A  second-class  pilot  named  Maitland,  belonging  to  the 
Juliet ,  at  this  juncture,  with  great  bravery  and  presence  of  mind, 
sprang  into  the  pilot  house  of  the  Champion,  headed  her  upstream 
and  towed  the  Juliet  out  of  fire  by  the  one  remaining  line.  I  had 
early  discovered  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Juliet,  and  dropped 
down  below  her  to  draw  off  the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  cover  her 
retreat.  When  she  had  passed  out  of  effective  range  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  guns  materially  slackened,  and  I  turned  about  and  followed 
her  a,  short  distance  up  the  river,  almost  entirely  unmolested,  and 
remained  at  the  bank  in  sight  of  the  enemy  through  the  night,  which 
was  spent  by  us.  in  repairing  the  disabled  boats  and  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  engaging  and  passing  the  batteries  in  the  morning. 

The  numerous  guns  the  enemy  had  in  position,  and  the  number  of 
sharpshooters  lining  the  bank,  would  seem  to  have  made  it  more 
prudent  to  have  run  the  fire  during  the  night.  We  were  able  only 
partially  to  repair  the  Juliet,  whose  steering  apparatus  was  crippled 
and  steam  pipes  cut.  The  latter,  it  was  found  on  examination,  could 
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be  repaired  by  10  o’clock  the  next  day,  the  former  not  at  all  with 
the  means  at  our  disposal.  We  had  therefore  to  tow  her.  The 
Champion’s  rudder  could  also  be  temporarily,  repaired,  enabling  her 
to  run  the  river.  In  addition,  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  channel 
was  wide  enough  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  two  boats  abreast  by 
the  New  Champion ,  which  the  rebels  had  secured,  and  which  it  was 
not  improbable  they  might  sink  across  the  channel  with  a  view  of 
obstructing  the  river.  The  hope  of  saving  the  Champion  No.  5,  and 
the  determination  to  bring  the  Juliet  through,  with  the  above  con¬ 
siderations,  induced  me  to  adopt  the  plan  of  passing  the  batteries 
by  daylight,  when  I  could  see  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation.  As 
for  the  Champion  No.  5,  she  was  as  well  enabled  to  endure  the  fire 
as  are  the  tinclads.  I  therefore  made  her  people  go  on  board  to 
bring  her  through. 

Occasionally  during  the  night  I  fired  shell  at  the  New  Champ-ion 
to  disturb  the  enemy,  should  he  be  attempting  to  sink  her  across  the 
channel.  At  daylight  no  signs  of  the  enemy  could  be  discovered, 
save  occasional  rifle  shots  at  our  men  who  were  engaged  work¬ 
ing  about  the  vessels. 

Before  noon  all  repairs  were  made  and  we  headed  down  for  the 
batteries,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  Juliet  was  snagged  in 
the  bow  and  we  were  forced  to  return  and  stop  the  leak.  Having 
accomplished  this,  we  again  turned  downstream,  shelling  the  place 
where  we  felt  convinced  the  enemy  were  lying  concealed  by  the 
woods.  When  within  500  yards,  he  suddenly  opened  on  us  with  a 
numerous  battery.  A  shot  passed  through  the  Fort  Hindman’s 
pilot  house,  partially  disabling  her  wheel  and  carrying  away  her 
tiller  rope.  This  rendered  the  vessels  unmanageable  and  we  drifted 
through  the  fire,  striking  the  bow  and  stern  alternately  upon  the 
shore,  but  happily  clearing  the  New  Champion.  This  inability  to 
give  direction  to  the  vessel  rendered  our  fire  less  effective  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  been,  and  the  Champion  No.  <5,  in  following 
us,  consequently  suffered  more  severely  than  was  anticipated. 
After  passing  the  batteries  she  was  disabled  and  drifted  upon  the 
opposite  shore,  when  her  people  escaped,  and  those  who  have  since 
come  in,  report  that  she  was  on  fire  in  the  hold  when  they  abandoned 
her.  It  had  been  my  purpose  to  destroy  the  New  Champion  in  pass¬ 
ing  her,  as  well  as  the  other  Champion ,  in  case  she  should  fail  to 
pass  through  the  fire  in  safety,  but  the  loss  of  our  tiller  ropes  frus¬ 
trated  this  plan. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  was  incessant  and  very  an- 
noying  for  sei7eral  miles  below  the  batteries.  The  Juliet  received  a 
shot  in  her  port  cylinder  and  was  otherwise  much  injured.  A  shot 
pased  through  the  magazine  of  the  Fort  Hindman  penetrating  a 
barrel  of  powder  and  killing  a  man.  Except  being  considerably  torn 
in  her  upper  works  and  several  times  hulled,  the  vessel  was  not  ma¬ 
terially  damaged  and  the  loss  of  life  was  singularly  small. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Acting  Ensign  S.  Pool  was  killed.  He  was 
attached  to  the  Eastport. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  captains  of  the  two  vessels  for 
the  other  casualties. 

We  fell  in  with  the  Neosho ,  which  vessel  you  dispatched  to  our 
assistance,  about  12  miles  below  the  batteries, 
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i  Pr°Per  to  mention  that  Acting  Ensign  Lee  appeared  to 

be  the  only  efficient  line  officer  on  board  the  Fort  Hindman. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pearce,  commanding  her,  received 
splinter  wounds  in  the  head  while  managing  his  vessel  in  the  pilot 
house,  sustaining  his  reputation  for  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 

Acting  Master  Watson,  commanding  Juliet,  is  particularly  to  be 
commended  for  his  energetic  efforts  in  saving  his  vessel,  and  the 
good  use  he  made  of  his  guns  under  difficulties. 

The  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  East  fort  was  such 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  any  one  particularly 
by  name  without  doing  injustice  to  the  others. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant- Commamler. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Juliet,  regard¬ 
ing  the  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  in  Red  River,  April  26-27, 1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Juliet, 
Mississippi  River ,  May  1,  186 L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  when  attacked  by  rebel  batteries  m  passing  down 
the  Red  River  on  the  26th  and  27th  ultimo. 

On  the  26th,  at  10  a.  m.,  hauled  in  to  the  bank  for  the  purpose  of 
wooding.  At  10 : 30  the  enemy  attacked  us  from  the  opposite  bank 
with  a  large  force  with  musketry.  Most  of  our  men  being  ashore  at 
the  time,  we  could  muster  only  2  officers  and  about  20  men  all  told. 
With  these  we  manned  our  port  battery  and  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  of 
shrapnel  and  canister  until  11 :  25  a.  m.,  when  the  enemy  retreated  and 
our  men  were  able  to  come  on  board.  At  3 : 40  p.  m.  started  down  the 
river  with  Champion  No.  5  fast  alongside,  in  company  with  Cricket , 
F ort  Ilindman ,  and  New  Champion.  At  4: 15  p.  m.,  when  opposite 
Point  Pleasant,  a  rebel  battery  opened  fire  upon  us.  We  immediately 
engaged  them  with  our  two  bow  and  starboard  broadside  guns.  The 
New  Champion ,  being  ahead  of  us,  commenced  backing  and  backed 
into  our  bows,  carrying  away  our  bitts,  guards,  housing,  jackstaff, 
and  everything  forward.  When  in  this  position,  our  steam  pipe  and 
tiller  ropes  were  shot  away,  and  the  decks  were  filled  with  steam. 
As  soon  as  it  passed  off,  and  I  was  able  to  look  around  me,  I  found 
the  Champion  No.  5  had  turned  us  head  upstream,  that  her  pilot  and 
captain  had  abandoned  her  pilot  house,  that  an  attempt  was  made 
to  cast  us  adrift,  and  that  we  were  drifting  down  under  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  pouring  a  constant  fire  into  us. 

One  of  my  pilots,  Mr.  Maitland,  having  had  our  wheel  shot  out 
of  his  hands,  jumped  on  board  Champion  No.  5  and  took  charge  of 
her  wheel.  We  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  line  fast  to  the  Cham¬ 
pion,  who  towed  us  up  river  out  of  the  range  of  the  batteries.  We  ran 
in  alongside  the  bank  on  the  opposite  side  and  made  fast.  The  Fort 
Hindman ,  seeing  us  disabled,  turned  around  and  came  to  our  assist¬ 
ance  and  ran  in  alongside  of  us.  During  the  night  all  hands  repair- 
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ing  steam  pipe,  wheel  and  tiller  ropes,  and  making  other  preparations 
to  run  the  batteries  on  the  following  morning. 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  we  having  made  fast  to  F ort  Hindman,  cast 
from  the  bank  and  started  down  the  river.  At  9  :  30  a.  m.  we  engaged 
the  batteries.  When  within  a  half  mile  of  the  batteries  we  struck  a 
snag  and  stove  a  hole  in  our  port  bow  below  the  water  line.  As  we 
were  taking  in  water  rapidly,  preparations  were  made  to  burn  the 
vessel  should  it  be  necessary  to  abandon  her.  By  order  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Phelps,  both  vessels  were  again  headed  upstream, 
and  as  we  soon  had  the  leak  under  control,  we  once  more  headed 
downstream.  In  passing  the  batteries  we  received  and  returned  a 
constant  heavy  fire,  which  lasted  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes. 
We  received  a  number  of  shot  and  shell  in  our  upper  works,  which 
were  completely  riddled.  Two  struck  our  hull,  disabling  our  rud¬ 
der.  One  also  struck  our  port  crank,  cutting  it  off,  thereby  knocking 
out  both  cylinder  heads  and  totally  disabling  the  port  engine. 

I  can  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  my  crew  for  their  gallant  con¬ 
duct  and  implicit  obedience  to  my  orders  on  the  trying  occasion,  par¬ 
ticularly  that  of  my  two  pilots,  Messrs.  Jordan  and  Maitland;  also 
my  executive,  Mr.  Neil,  acting  ensign,  James  O'Neil,  third  assistant 
engineer,  and  Alonzo  W.  Kent,  quartermaster. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows:  2  killed,  13  wounded,  and  1  miss¬ 
ing.  Enclosed  I  forward  surgeon’s  report;  also  report  of  ammu¬ 
nition  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Watson, 

Acting  Master. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  on  U.  S.  8.  Juliet,  April  26  and  27. 

April  26. — Shrapnel  38,  shell  8,  canister  6. 

April  27. — Shrapnel  63,  shell  2. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  S.  W ATSON, 

Acting  Master. 


U.  ft.  ,JUETET. 


Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  29, 1864. 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 
engagement  of  April  26. 

Kitted.— Robert  Higgins  (contraband),  coal  heaver,  shrapnel. 

IT  ounded.-f Thomas  Dunn,  fireman,  left  ankle;  seriously.  John 
^l\117r+k°y,-rl^lt  .kg!  seriously.  Henry  Harris,  deckhand,  privates 
and  left  groin ;  seriously.  Lloyd  Woodyard,  ordinarv  seaman,  hand : 
severely.  Gus  Pasgo,  ordinary  seaman,  hand;  severelv.  Green 
Deason  landsman,  hand;  slightly.  Isaac  Adams,  ordinary  seaman, 

EdWai?  P'  Slade' landsman,  fracture  arm  ^seriously! 
Alonzo  W.  Kent,  quartermaster,  back;  slightly.  Charles  Appleby, 
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seaman,  hand ;  slightly.  Harry  Harmon,  coal  heaver,  thigh ;  severely. 
Porter  Blunter,  boy,  hand;  slightly.  Total,  1  killed,  12  wounded. 
Respectfully,  etc,, 

Geo.  O.  Allen, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

J.  Stoughton  Watson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Juliet, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La .,  April  29,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 
engagement  of  April  27. 

R  illed. — James  R.  Wales,  master  at  arms,  shell. 

Wounded— A.  M.  Jordan,  pilot,  head;  severely.  Ben  Lewis,  boy, 
shoulder;  seriously. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  _  Geo.  O.  Allen, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

J.  Stoughton  Watson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pearce,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Fort  Hindman,  regarding  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  April  26,  27, 

1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Hindman, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  SO,  186 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  with 
the  rebel  batteries  between  Montgomery,  La.,  and  this  place,  on  the 
evening  of  the  26th  and  morning  of  the  27th  instant,  we  were  struck 
19  times  with  12  and  24  pound  shot,  losing  in  the  first  engagement  1 
officer  and  1  man,  viz,  Acting  Ensign  S.  Pool,  late  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Eastport ,  and  Joseph  Scott,  ordinary  seaman  (colored).  There  were 
no  casualties  on  the  27th. 

One  12-pound  shot  penetrated  the  hull  of  the  vessel  at  the  water 
line;  another  of  the  same  size  passed  through  the  hull  at  the  stern, 
penetrating  the  magazine,  breaking  several  barrels  of  powder;  two 
24-pound  shot  passed  through  and  through  the  pilot  house,  cutting 
the  tiller  ropes  and  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  wheel.  The  re¬ 
maining  number  penetrated  our  casemates  and  upper  works;  one 
shot  narrowly  missed  the  steam  pipe. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pearce, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Extract  from  the  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cricket,  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gorringe,  com¬ 
manding. 

April  26, 1864 • — 12  to  4  a.  m. :  Mustered  watch  and  stationed  senti¬ 
nels.  1  a.  m.  the  Juliet  came  up  the  river.  6 : 30  admiral  left  vessel 
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in  gig;  7:45  he  returned  on  board.  9  weighed  anchor  and  made 
fastT  to  the  bank.  Commenced  making  preparations  to  blow  the 
Eastport  up.  10 : 30  the  rebels  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry  and 
attempted  to  board  us,  but  did  not  succeed.  We  opened  on  them 
with  shrapnel  and  canister.  11:30  ceased  firing.  2:10  p.  m.  blew 
U.  S.  S.  Eastport  up.  3:20  admiral  returned  on  board  vessel. 
Piped  dinner,  cast  loose,  and  steamed  down  the  river.  5:15  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  Cane  River,  where  we  were  engaged  by  rebel  artillery 
and  infantry,  and  boat  considerably,  though  not  seriously  damaged. 
Had  6  killed  and  5  wounded.  The  Fort  Hindman ,  Juliet,  and  trans¬ 
ports  Ghamqnons  No.  3  and  No.  5  remained  above  the  battery. 

Note. — Came  in  sight  of  rebel  artillery ;  opened  fire  on  them,  which 
they  answered  with  18  pieces  of  cannon  (12  and  24  pounders)  and 
300  sharpshooters.  We  then  ran  past  the  battery  and  were  struck 
38  times  with  cannon  while  doing  so,  killing  8  and  wounding  7 
seriously.  We  disabled  one  of  their  pieces,  and  information  lias 
since  been  received  from  a  captured  prisoner,  who  was  there,  that 
we  inflicted  heavy  damages  in  killed  and  wounded  among  the  sharp¬ 
shooters,  as  nearly  all  of  our  shrapnel  burst  in  their  midst.  The 
transports  Champion  No.  3  and  No.  5  being  disabled,  the  gunboats 
Fort  Hindman  and  Juliet  had  to  go  above  the  battery  out  of  range 
with  them. 

G  to  8  p.  m.,  vessel  run  aground.  7 : 15  powder  on  spar  deck  ex¬ 
ploded  and  ship  took  fire;  but  the  fire  was  soon  extinguished  and 
ammunition  on  spar  deck  thrown  overboard.  6:30  [7:30?]  got  off 
ground  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  9 : 30  hove  in  sight  of  the 
Osage.  10  passed  the  Carondelet  and  made  fast  astern  of  the 
Lexington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
casualties  to  late  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eastport,  April  26,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Bloch  Hawk,  April  30, 1861,.. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the 
liastport  of  the  killed  and  wounded  belonging  to  that  vessel  in  the 
action  of  the  26th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Rear-Admiral  D 


S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C ommmider. 
avid  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


LJhnciosure.j 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Hindman,  April  28,  1861,. 

of t“eu  r£;;:to  report  the  kiiied  ™d  wt,mded>  f<™iy 

woundtdTn  T/’"  erfgr'>  killed;  Louis  Gillespie,  seaman, 

r™e  head  “d  head  ’  L'  W •  Strong,  seaman,  wounded 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  Gerould, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting'  report  of  Pilot  Maitland, 
in  charge  of  steamer  Champion  No.  5,  April  27,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  Git]/,  June  26,  186 A 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  report  from  Pilot  William  Maitland,  who  lately 
escaped  from  the  rebels. 

He  was  the  pilot  who  volunteered  to  take  the  Champion  No.  5 
(pump  boat)  past  the  batteries  up  Red  River.  His  report  gi ves  an 
account  of  the  fate  of  the  Champion  and  also  an  account  of  the 
lamentable  fate  of  those  on  board,  and  though  the  news  is  painful 
to  the  friends  of  the  parties  who  were  on  the  boat,  it  is  as  well  that 
they  should  know  the  worst, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

,  [Enclosure.] 

Mound  City,  June  25,  186 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  April  I  volunteered  my 
services  to  pilot  the  steamer  Champion  No.  5  by  the  rebel  batteries  in 
company  with  the  gunboats  Fort  Hindman  and  Juliet,  all  of  which 
had  failed  to  get  past  them  the  night  previous.  We  started  at  about 
8  o’clock,  the  Fort  Hindman  having  the  Juliet  in  tow,  taking  the 
lead.  When  nearly  opposite  the  batteries  a  shell  entered  the  pilot 
house  of  my  boat  which  wounded  me  in  both  legs  causing  me  to 
drop  on  my  knees  depriving  me  from  working  the  wheel.  The  boat 
then  ran  into  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the  same  side  with  the  bat¬ 
teries.  Another  shell  struck  her  at  this  time,  which  wounded  me  in 
six  other  places,  and  still  another  which  cut  away  the  bell  rope  and 
speaking  trumpet.  Recovering  sufficiently  from  my  wounds  I  rang 
the  starboard  bell  and  had  the  boat  backed  across  the  river  to  the 
opposite  side  from  the  enemy.  I  then  left  the  pilot  house  and 
jumped  overboard  and  swam  ashore,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  boat  until  she  sunk,  which  was  in  about  a  half-hour 
afterwards.  She  now  lays  with  her  head  upstream,  her  hurricane 
deck  on  the  port  side  under  water,  starboard  side,  the  boiler  deck, 
ditto.  From  what  I  could  learn  the  rebels  are  trying  to  raise  her, 
with  poor  prospects  of  success. 

Captain  Roberts  and  a  deck  hand  named  Michel  Calvin  were 
killed ;  Pat  Gorman,  a  deck  hand,  wounded  and  prisoner,  since  pa¬ 
roled  on  the  17th.  The  balance  of  the  crew  were  taken  prisoners 
and  sent  to  Tyler,  Tex.  I  learned  that  as  the  Champion  No.  3  ap¬ 
proached  the  batteries  the  previous  night,  a  12-pound  shot  entered 
her  starboard  boiler,  which  caused  her  to  explode.  Captain 
Stewart  and  three  engineers  whose  names  are  unknown  to  me,  were 
scalded  to  death,  also  the  cook,  Michael  Shields,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  but  since  paroled.  All  the  contrabands  on  board, 
some  150  to  200,  were  scalded  to  death,  excepting  15.  The  rebels 
have  repaired  the  boilers  of  this  boat  and  she  is  now  running  on  the 
river  below  Alexandria.  She,  in  company  with  the  steamer  Frolic , 
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came  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  under  a  flag  of  truce  with 
wounded  officers. 

I  think,  as  near  as  I  could  learn  from  the  rebels,  that  the  batteries 
consisted  of  18  guns,  two  of  which  were  of  Rims’  battery,  captured 
from  General  Banks’  army.  A  captain  and  lieutenant  were  among 
the  killed  on  the  rebel  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Maitland, 

Pilot. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  forwarding  of 
an  important  mail  and  the  impaired  condition  of  steamer  Benefit. 


U.  S.  S  Chillicothe, 

Above  Falls ,  Alexandria ,  La, .,  April  21,  1864.. 

Sir  :  I  have  a  mail  for  you  received  from  the  U.  S.  S  Signal.  It 
was  left  with  the  remark  that  its  importance  made  it  prudent  to  for¬ 
ward  it  only  by  a  gunboat. 

It  apparently  being  the  intention  for  the  Signal  to  remain  at 
Alexandria,  and  having  no  suitable  gunboat  here  for  taking  the  mail, 
I  send  you  this  notice  of  it  by  the  Brown ,  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
French.  I  am  informed,  however,  that  the  Forest  Rose  and  Ken¬ 
wood  are  due  to-night,  and  will  use  one  of  them  as  soon  as  they 
arrive.  J 


The  New  National  was  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River’;  four  or  five 
barges  of  coal  there.  At  7  a.  m.  this  morning  there  were  4  feet  1 
inch  on  the  falls.  The  clerk,  chief  engineer,  and  another,  probably 
the  pilot,  came  to  me  this  morning  complaining  of  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Benefit  and  her  inability  to  do  any  more  duty  until  fixed.  As¬ 
certaining- that  her  engines  were  in  order,  and  that  her  boilers  needed 
cleaning,  I  ordered  her  to  clean  boilers  at  once,  sent  for  Mr.  Terrv 
ascertaining  that  you  wished  the  vessel  with  you  again,  and  told  him 

lpnfW6Kdy  ti°  lefJe  af  S00n  as  Possible-  Your  mail,  consisting  of  1 
leather  bag,  1  cotton  bag,  3  letters  gathered  on  the  way,  and  a  box 

2  feet  by  1  foot  6  inches  from  Dr.  Pinkney,  will  be  sent  by  the  first 
gunboat  I  will  send  the  box  from  Dr.  P.  by  the  Brown.  ^ 

\  ery  respectfully,  yours, 

_  Watson  Smith, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Lieutenant-Commander. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


0rd.6i  of  Lieutenant-Commander  ft  c  ■KTr.^ 

tenant  Johnston  IT  s  wavv  ’  '  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 

nnsion,  u.  s.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 

/it,  p  „  , ,  Y.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

a  T,  *.  ■  Above  Fails,  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  22,  1864. 

t o  'll icli Mr ans port s ^a s° n e ! ° m (<)  order5\  aIread.Y  received,  give  convoy 
said  you  were  directed  to  go  downier again.6  11Ver*  1  bdieVe  y°U 
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Those  vessels  will  be  much  assisted  and  relieved  by  your  presence. 
Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jno.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose ,  Red  River , 

Above  Alexandria  Falls. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

St.  Clair,  of  engagement  with  guerrilla  band  below  Alexandria. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  St.  Clair, 

Alexandria,  La.,  April  22, 186 J. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

On  my  way  up  to  this  place  I  stopped  just  above  the  Raft.  The 
Superior,  loaded  with  troops,  gave  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of 
rebels.  I  fired  a  few  shrapnel  and  we  lay  quiet  the  night  of  the 
21st.  The  transport  left  me  this  morning,  and  when  about  30  miles 
below  this  place  (by  water),  was  fired  into  by  a  guerrilla  band,  2 
men  killed  and  16  wounded.  The  rebels  had  one  fieldpiece.  The 
boat  ran  past  them  and  then  waited  for  me.  I  threw  a  few  more 
shrapnel  into  a  thicket  where  the  rebels  had  come  out  to  see  the 
troops  and  what  they  had  done.  The  troops  burned  some  property, 
from  behind  which  they  had  been  fired  upon.  We  are  here  all  safe, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  my  officers  and  men  have  done  ad¬ 
mirably,  to  say  that  it  is  the  first  time  the  men  were  in  what  they 
considered  a  dangerous  place,  and  it  being  the  first  time  I  ever  saw 
my  officers  work  in  earnest.  I  am  now  satisfied  I  have  seen  them 
tried. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Trios.  B.  Gregory, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Above  Falls,  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  23,  186 f. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  as  directed  by 
Captain  Breese,  convoying  the  army  transports  as  you  go,  leaving,  as 
requested,  at  10  a.  m. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jno.  V.  Johnston,. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  Alexandria ,  La, 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  expressing  his  solicitude  regarding  the  campaign  in  Red  River. 

Confidential.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  April  24-,  186 4. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  received  your  valued  letter  by  General  Corse, 
and  felt  sadly  disappointed  at  the  result.  All  things  moved  so  well 
on  time  as  far  as  Alexandria  that  I  was  in  hopes  the  sequel  would 
be  of  the  same  kind.  General  Corse  describes  that  after  the  enemy 
was  checked  and  then  worsted,  night  set  in  and  both  armies  with¬ 
drew,  but  ours  came  back  40  miles.  We  can  not  claim  that  as  vic¬ 
tory.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  all  pushed  on,  for  otherwise  the 
enemy  must  have  turned  on  Steele.  I  feel  very  uneasy,  and  await 
accounts  with  painful  solicitude.  We  are  too  far  off  and  too  intent 
on  our  own  game  to  send  forces  to  Red  River.  Indeed,  I  do  think 
all  our  calculations  were  well  made,  and  the  combined  forces  were 
ample  to  walk  over  all  opposition.  I  have  not  heard  of  Steele  since 
he  went  to  Camden,  [Ark.],  and  I  fear  he  directed  his  course  straight 
on  Shreveport,  though  prudence  would  have  dictated  his  filing  "to¬ 
ward  Alexandria  or  Natchitoches.  It  does  appear  that  the  move¬ 
ment  was  too  slow,  the  17th  was  the  day  appointed  to  meet  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  and  the  14th  of  April  finds  the  main  army  at  Grand  Ecore. 
1  think  I  could  have  made  better  time,  but  that  is  none  of  my  busi¬ 
ness,  although  I  do  lose  the  services  of  10,000  of  my  best  men  in  the 

Smhh  ?nrl  M6r  her%i  1  amTglad  y°n  are  Phased  with  Generals 
Smith  and  Mower.  Thougn  I  want  both,  I  can  not  call  for  them  as 
long  as  their  associates  are  in  danger. 

mineT  fW°W  be  long  bef?re  botb  Grant’s  army  in  Virginia  and 
mine  at  Chattanooga  move  forward.  We  are  already  in  contact 

our  pickets  m  sight  of  each  other,  so  that  battle  will  not  long  be 

nolf draw  !ne^>  fa’'  °PPonent,  a^d  only  ask  him  to  stand, &and 
not  draw  me  too  far  away  from  my  supplies.  A  small  armv  can 

teed  on  the  country  by  scattering,  but  a  large  one  can  not  "  But 

there  is  no  use  in  delaying,  and  the  issue  is  broad.  I  shall  go  down  to 

fy  May  1.  I  will  write  to  Captain  Shirk  to  top  a 

F°n'eSt  does  n0t  CT0SS  »t 

Present  my  compliments  to  all. 

Your  friend,  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Major-General. 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Red  River. 


Navy,  'anno u  ncl n  g  *  a  r  r iv iT  ^  t  ^ o  ti  l  e^a n d  -°  Re!iT;AdmiT^  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Crossing.  aI  at  Cotile  and  referring  to  battle  at  Cane  River 

Headquarters  Division  17th  Army  Corps, 

Admiral:  Arrived  at  this  noint  1  Apr®,  25, 1864- 

aTmy  are  on  the  march  S  aP  ™Sht*  General  Banks  and 

y  f  .  uu  niarcli  to  Alexandria,  [La.]  We  bronoht  , , ti10 

rear  and  skirmished  all  the  n’  1  Y,  ,  Di0llgint  UP  the 

crossing  of  Cane  Biv^n ^\oSZ 3^’ 
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in  the  rear  was  sharp.  General  A.  J.  Smith’s  command  is  ordered 
peremptorily  to  Alexandria.  Troops  are  now  on  the  march.  You 
will  find  the  enemy  some  two  thousand  strong  on  the  opposite  side. 
Their  artillery  does  not  amount  to  much;  what  they  have  we  have 
crippled  badly.  Will  communicate  more  fully  from  Alexandria  by 
the  gunboats  Osage  and  Pittsburg  unless  they  get  off  before  we 
arrive.  General  A.  J.  Smith  and  I  both  protest  at  being  hurried 
away ;  I  feel  as  if  we  were  shamefully  deserting  you.  If  I  had  the 
power  I  would  march  my  troops  back  to  Calhoun,  [La.],  or  wherever 
you  might  need  us,  if  at  all.  I  will  try  and  get  a  communication  to 
you  from  General  A.  J.  Smith. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Thomas  Kilby  Smith, 
Brigadier-  General ,  G ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squardron. 


i 

Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gregory,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  S.  St.  Clair,  to  convoy  steamer 
Any  One  to  Alexandria. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  25,  186 A 
Sir:  You  will,  if  from  your  information  you  deem  it  safe  to  leave 
Fort  De  Russy,  convoj^  the  steamer  Any  One  to  Alexandria,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  to  the  commanding  officer  the  state  of 
this  river. 

Vessels  needing  convoy  had  better  be  convoyed  by  one  of  the  boats 
requiring  coal,  so  as  not  to  diminish  the  supply  at  Alexandria. 
There  will  be  a  coal  barge  here  to-morrow  for  such  purposes. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-G ' ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory, 

Commanding'  St.  Clair. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  to  remain  at 
Alexandria  for  its  protection.  >  . 


U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe,  April  25,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date.  You  will  remain 
at  Alexandria  and  aid  in  guarding  the  place  from  the  best  position. 

Make  all  repairs  required  upon  your  wheel  and  coal  ship  quickly. 

Do  not  send  me  any  letters  for  distribution  except  those  for  the 
admiral  or  for  vessels  under  my  command,  or  expected  to  be  com¬ 
ing  within  reach.  I  have  other  matters  to  engage  my  attention. 

I  herewith  return  four  to  you,  received  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Acting  Volunteeer-Lieutenant  Jno.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose,  Above  Alexandria,  La. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  April  2 6 ,  186 A 

Send  following  to  Porter  by  dispatch  boat. 

Your  dispatch  of  14th  April  received.  Your  views  and  course  are  approved. 
General  Grant  informs  the  Department  that  neither  General  Smith  nor  his 
force  will  be  withdrawn;  that  the  army  will  continue  operations  on  the  Red 
River,  and  cooperate  with  the  navy.  The  Department  has  entire  confidence 
in  your  judgment  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  affairs  committed  to  you, 
and  especially  of  those  on  Red  River. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Cairo ,  Ills. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lord,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Covington,  to  proceed  to  Alexan¬ 
dria  on  convoy  duty. 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Black  River ,  April  27,  186 A 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Alexandria,  convoying  such  vessels  as  may  start 
with  you  On  your  arrival  report  to  Admiral  Porter.  Should  vou 
not  find  him  there,  say  to  the  commanding  officer  that  I  think  it 
would  be  well  were  you  sent  to  Fort  De  Pussy  to  relieve  the  Argosy 
on  account  of  your  carrying  stern  guns,  and  that  I  would  like  the 
Kenwood  and  another  light-draft  sent  down  to  me  to  convoy  such 
vessels  as  may  require  it. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 


I3REESE 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  P. 


TAeutenant-C ommander. 
Lord, 


Commanding  Covington. 


EXl*S«"S,£,’r'/Ar'  the  conduct  of  the  cm- 

tion  of  the  navy  in  th<!  Srev  y’  and  showing  tlle  Precarious  condi- 

Conficlential.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Qtd.  t  ,  _  Alexandria ,  La. ,  April  28,  186A. 

in  these1  waTers^ut?/0!!  &r of  the  operations  of  the  fleet 

the  trueTtnte  Of  ke  hbert-y  of  wntm£  to  you  confidentially 
Die  true  state  of  affairs.  Never  was  an  officer  placed  in  a  morp  mi 

pleasant  position  than  I  am  without  any  fault  of  mine  biTowW 
to  circumstances  over  whieh  T  L™  'r  „  /  ,  “  Dut  °.wm& 

good  rise  of  wafer  in  the  season  of  the  year  when  CtewX-Tf' 'the 
blockaded  b^Zu  ^teCof 

~  1  WT”8  T11  “comP^  tlreVbjlet  **  °™';  "° 

of  haring  a  c“  npleTe  viSorv^'dZ  *  W“  with  the  lul1  expectation 
nb  complete  victory,  and  the  enemy  were  already  to  remove 
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into  Texas  on  the  first  approach  of  our  army.  I  have  already 
written  to  you  how  the  whole  state  of  things  has  been  changed  by 
a  too  blind  carelessness  on  the  part  of  our  military  leader,  and  our 
retreat  back  to  Alexandria  from  place  to  place  has  so  demoralized 
General  Banks’  army  that  the  troops  have  no  confidence  in  anybody 
or  anything.  I  do  not  include,  however,  the  troops  of  that  veteran 
soldier  General  A.  J.  Smith,  whose  men  have  behaved  with  a  bravery 
seldom  surpassed  and  have  saved  the  honor  of  the  country.  They  have 
never  failed  in  anything  they  have  undertaken,  and  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  from  reaping  the  fruits  of  victory  by  the  order  of  higher 
authority.  Our  army  is  now  all  here,  with  the  best  general  (Frank¬ 
lin)  wounded  and  unfit  for  duty  in  the  field.  General  Banks  seems 
to  hold  no  communication  with  anyone,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  say  what  he  will  do.  I  have  no  confidence  in  his  promises,  as 
he  asserted  in  a  letter,  herein  enclosed,  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
leaving  Grand  Ecore,  when  he  had  actually  already  made  his  prepa¬ 
rations  to  leave.  I  enclose  you  copy  of  his  letter  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Selfridge,  also  of  one  General  T.  Kilby  Smith  wrote  to  me, 
expressing  the  general  feeling  about  the  manner  in  which  the  navy 
have  been  treated,  and  which  was  nothing  more  than  true..  General 
Banks  has  got  himself  into  a  bad  scrape  and  involved  me  in  it  with 
him,  yet  it  is  a  scrape  that  a  good  general  could  easily  get  himself 
out  of,  by  making  this  his  base  of  operations,  and  chasing  the  enemy 
until  he  was  whipped  at  every  point. 

His  retreat  to  Alexandria,  instead  of  being  made  in  an  orderly 
manner,  was  conducted  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  enemy  hung 
upon  his  flanks,  annoying  him,  though  they  gained  no  advantages, 
under  which  circumstances  he  should  have  driven  them  into  the  river. 
The  river  is  crowded  with  transports,  and  every  gunboat  I  have  is 
required  to  convoy  them.  I  have  to  withdraw  many  light-drafts 
from  other  points  on  the  Mississippi  to  supply  demands  here.  In  the 
meantime  the  enemy  are  splitting  up  into  parties  of  2,000  and  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  artillery  (with  which  "we  have  supplied  them)  to  blockade 
points  below  here,  and  what  will  be  the  upshot  of  it  all  I  can  not 
foretell,  I  know  that  it  will  be  disastrous  in  the  extreme,  for  this  is 
a  country  in  which  a  retreating  army  is  completely  at  the  mercy  of 
an  enemy. 

Little  consideration  was  paid  to  the  situation  of  myself  and  little 
squadron  when  exposed  to  all  the  power  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  who, 
failing  to  gain  a  second  victory  over  our  troops,  turned  all  their 
attention  to  me.  Thank  God  they  have  gained  no  advantage  over 
me  that  will  do  them  any  good ;  the  record  made  by  the  navy  in  these 
waters  will  never  discredit  it. 

Steps  will  have  to  be  taken  quickly  to  relieve  us  from  our  perilous 
position,  and  all  this  country  should  be  invaded  at  different  points 
and  held  as  long  as  the  war  continues.  From  here  to  Natchez  is  65 
miles,  with  a  good  road  all  the  way  through,  and  a  body  of  men 
could  march  through  that  country  and  subsist  there,  for  all  time  to 
come,  preventing  any  successful  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  rebels 
to  cut  off  our  transportation. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  rebels  are  reported  as  coming  in  from 
Washita  [Ouachita]  with  heavy  artillery  to  plant  on  the  hills  oppo¬ 
site  Alexandria,  no  movement  is  being  made  to  occupy  the  position, 
and  I  am  in  momentary  expectation  of  having  the  rebel  guns  open 
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on  the  transports  on  the  town  side,  or  if  they  go  down  or  come  up  the 
river,  it  will  be  at  the  risk  of  destruction.  Our  light-clads  can  do 
nothing  against  hill  batteries.  I  am  in  momentary  expectation  of 
seeing  this  army  retreat,  when  the  result  will  be  disastrous.  .  One 
thousand  five  hundred  persons  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  their  bitter  denunciation  of  the  rebels  will  be  followed,  by  a 
scene  of  butchery  when  we  leave  here  that  will  be  dreadful  in  the 
extreme. 

Unless  instructed  by  the  Government,  I  do  not  think  that  General 
Banks  will  make  the  least  effort  to  save  the  navy  blockaded  here. 
The  following  vessels  are  above  the  falls  and  command  the  right  of 
the  town:  Mound  City ,  Louisville ,  Pittsburg ,  C '  arondelet,  Chillicothe , 
Osage ,  Neosho ,  Ozark,  Lexington ,  and  Fort  TIindman. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Heap  home  to  explain  all  that  I  can  not  write;  he 
will  tell  you  exactly  how  we  are.  and  I  trust  that  you  will  leave  no 
effort  untried  to  save  the  fleet  and  the  honor  of  the  Navy. 

Those  here  in  command  of  the  army  are  entirely  indifferent  to  the 
whole  matter,  excepting  General  A.  J.  Smith,  who~is  sorely  depressed 
at  the  prospect  before  us.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  have  attacked 
our  outposts  and  have  driven  in  our  indifferent  cavairy,  which  came 
up,  numbering  6,000,  and  have  brought  nothing  but  calamity  in  their 
train.  Our  whole  army  is  cooped  up  in  this  town  while  a  much 
inferior  force  is  going  rampant  about  the  country  making  prepara¬ 
tions  to  assail  our  helpless  transports,  which  if  caught,  filled  with 
men,  would  be  perfect  slaughterhouses. 

.  I  see  no  effort  made  yet  to  transport  men  to  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  while  the  rebels  are  doing  all  they  can  to  bring  batteries  in 
on  the  river  to  cut  up  passing  vessels.  Quick  remedies  are  required, 
and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  true  state  of  affairs  before  you. 
An  intelligent  general  would  get  us  out  of  the  difficulties,  but  I  see 
no  prospect  of  it  now.  If  left  here  by  the  army,  I  will  be  obliged 
to  destroy  this  fleet  to  prevent  it  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  and 
you  may  judge  of  my  feelings  at  having  to  perform  so  painful  a 
duty.  I  can  not  conceive  that  the  nation  will  permit  such  a  sacrifice 
to  be  made,  when  men  and  money  can  prevent  it.  My  bearer  of  dis¬ 
patches  will  explain  to  you  fully  how  I  am  situated  and  the  prospect 
there  is  of  my  being  taken  into  consideration  if  the  army  has  to  re¬ 
treat,  which  it  will  do  to  a  certainty  on  the  first  opportunity.  We 
have  the  means  and  the  power  of  reinforcing  this  army  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  compete  with  us. 
they  can  not  subsist  a  large  army  here,  while  by  occupying  certain 
P°-ts  on  the  river  we  can  go  and  come  as  we  please. 

This  is  a  most  important  part  of  the  Union  to  us,  and  it  will  be 
the  greatest  defeat  we  have  met  with  this  war  if  we  have  to  recede 
an  inch  farther.  We  have  fought  hard  for  the  opening  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  have  reduced  the  naval  forces  of  the  rebels  in  this  quar- 
ter  to  two  vessels.  If  we  have  to  destroy  what  we  have  here,  there 
will  be  material  enough  to  build  half  a  dozen  ironclads,  and  the  Bed 
Bivct,  which  is  now  of  not  further  dread  to  us,  will  require  half  the 
Mississippi  Squadron  to  watch  it.  It  is  true  that  some  time  will 
elapse  before  anything  can  be  made  out  of  the  material  we  shall  en¬ 
deavor  to  destroy,  but  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  how  long  this  war 
may  last.  1  am  apprehensive  that  the  turrets  of  the  monitors  will 
defy  any  efforts  we  can  make  to  destroy  them. 
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Our  prestige  will  receive  a  shock  from  which  it  will  be  long  in 
recovering,  and  if  the  calamities  I  dread  should  overtake  us  the 
annals  of  this  war  will  not  present  so  dire  an  one  as  will  have  be¬ 
fallen  us.  In  my  whole  course  I  have  been  governed  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  see  the  rebel  power  crushed,  and  no  one  knows  how  I  have 
worked  to  accomplish  this  object.  I  have  sacrificed  all  private  in¬ 
terests,  all  desires  of  a  personal  nature  in  furtherance  of  the  object 
I  have  had  nearest  at  heart,  and  I  trust  that  you,  sir,  will  appreciate 
my  position.  I  know  that  you  will  give  me  credit  for  doing  all  that 
man  could  do  under  the  adverse  circumstances  in  which  I  have  been 
placed.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  myself  if  necessary  for  the 
public  good,  and  whatever  may  befall  me,  my  name  shall  not  go  down 
dishonored  to  posterity. 

This  fatal  campaign  has  upset  everything.  It  has  delayed  10,000 
troops  of  General  Sherman,  on  which  he  depended  to  open  the  State 
of  Mississippi;  it  has  drawn  General  Steele  from  Arkansas  and 
already  given  the  rebels  a  foothold  in  that  country;  it  has  forced  me 
to  withdraw  many  light-clad  vessels  from  points  on  the  Mississippi 
to  protect  this  army  that  would  desert  me  without  notice,  when  a 
man  of  ordinary  abilities  would  have  marched  triumphant  to  Shreve¬ 
port. 

General  Sherman  is  very  indignant  at  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
been  treated  and  his  well-laid  plans  frustrated.  He  made  an  ar¬ 
rangement  with  General  Banks  to  meet  his  troops  in  Alexandria  on 
the  17th  of  March;  so  did  I.  We  were  here  on  the  16th,  while  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  did  not  leave  New  Orleans  until  the  22d;  never  left  here 
for  Natchitoches  until  the  2d  April,  and  never  left  Natchitoches  until 
the  6th,  at  which  time  General  Sherman  expected  his  troops  to  be 
back  in  Vicksburg  and  on  their  way  to  the  scene  of  action.  There  is 
no  foreseeing  what  other  calamities  may  arise  from  the  errors  of  one 
man,  who,  absorbed  in  his  own  interests,  and  diseased  with  political 
aspirations,  cares  little  or  nothing  for  the  lives  of  those  he  has  sac¬ 
rificed,  or  thinks  of  anything  but  the  effect  this  may  have  upon  his 
future  career. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

p.  S. _ The  only  man  here  who  possesses  the  entire  confidence  of 

the  troops  is  General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  if  he  were  placed  in  command 
of  this  army  he  would,  I  am  convinced,  retrieve  all  its  disasters. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  plan  suggested 
by  Acting  Ensign  Quin,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  cutting  the  channel  at  the  falls  for  the 
passage  of  the  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Red  River ,  April  29,  1861/.. 

Sir:  One  of  my  officers,  Acting  Ensign  Michael  Quinn  [T.  A. 
Quin],  expresses  his  belief  that  he  can  cut  the  channel  at  the  falls 
to  sufficient  depth  to  allow  all  the  vessels  above  them  to  pass  through. 
Mr.  Quin  has  been  engaged  in  business  for  some  fourteen  years  as 
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civil  engineer.  His  plan  is  to  cofferdam  the  proposed  channel  and 
blast  the  rock  out.  hie  would  require  for  a  working  party  250  men, 
half  of  whom  could  be  contrabands,  with  a  relief  of  the  same  num¬ 
ber.  He  estimates  that  in  thirty  days  from  the  [time  the]  cofferdam 
is  put  up  he  can  have  the  channel  of  the  necessary  depth.  I  enclose 
a  rough  pencil  sketch  of  the  plan  of  the  proposed  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  details  for  picket  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicotile, 

Above  Falls ,  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  29,  186 J. 

Sir  :  Two  officers,  one  from  each  of  the  first  two  vessels  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  list,  viz,  Neosho,  Louisville ,  Osage,  Mound  City,  Lexington, 
Pittsburg ,  C arondelet,  Ozark,  Chillicothe ,  and  Fort  Hindman,  will 
at  8  p.  m.  of  this  evening,  place  the  three  pickets  from  each  vessel, 
beginning  with  the  Neosho  and  Louisville  in  the  following  order. 
The  pickets  of  each  vessel  being  numbered  1,  2,  and  3,  will  be 
placed — No.  1,  100  yards  from  the  bank  and  50  yards  ahead  of  his 
vessel;  No.  2,  abreast  of  his  vessel  and  100  yards  from  the  bank;  No. 
3,  off  her  quarter,  100  yards  from  the  bank. 

These  two  officers  will  then  place  the  other  pickets  of  the  line  of 
vessels  in  the  same  order  in  regard  to  their  vessels  until  all  are 
placed. 

The  pickets  will  be  instructed  to  keep  themselves  concealed  from  the 
woods,  and  if  the  enemy  is  seen,  to  fire  his  rifle  at  them  and  retire  to 
the  bank  and  report. 

The  pickets  to  be  relieved  at  the  usual  time  of  striking  four  and 
eight  bells.  The  picket  officers  to  be  relieved  by  the  two  officers 
from  the  next  two  vessels  on  the  list  at  the  expiration  of  every  four 
hours. 

No  boats  are  to  be  left  on  shore,  and  the  officers  must  be  sure  that 
the  picket  understands  his  orders  before  he  leaves  him.  Their  whole 
watch  is  to  be  passed  on  shore  reviewing  the  pickets. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

COMMANOING  OFFICER, 

U.  S.  S.  Osage. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy 
transmitting  orders  issued  in  relation  to  storehouse,  also  regarding  location  of 
troops  in  and  about  Alexandria. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria,  La.,  April  29,  1864. 

Permit  me  to  enclose  for  your  information  orders  regarding  store¬ 
house  requested  by  you,  also  pertaining  to  position  and  location  of 
troops  m  and  about  Alexandria. 
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There  are  several  transports  ready  to  leave  for  below.  Allow  me 
o  request  that  a  convoy  be  designated  to  accompany  them.  If  con¬ 
venient  to  have  the  convoy  at  12  o’clock,  I  would  prefer  to  start  the 
boats  at  that  time. 

I  am,  admiral,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

tj  .  ,  .  .  _  _  Major-General  C ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  April  28, 186 A 

Admiral:  The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  Brigadier- 
General  Grover  to  remove  the  guard  placed  by  him  over  the  store¬ 
house  in  Alexandria,  and  he  has  no  doubt  but  that  upon  learning  of 
this  fact  you  will  also  direct  the  removal  of  the  guard  from  the  navy 
which  is  placed  over  the  same  building. 

If  there  is  any  storehouse  in  Alexandria*  which  can  be  of  service  to 
the  navy,  or  if  this  one  is  necessary  to  you,  the  general  commanding, 
upon  a  statement  to  that  effect,  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  same 
given  to  you  with  as  little  delay  as  is  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Dwight, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  April  28,  186  If. 

At  the  request  of  Admiral  Porter  the  storehouse  has  been  assigned 
to  navy  for  their  use.  You  will  please  issue  the  necessary  orders  to 
prevent  its  being  occupied  by  any  but  -them,  even  if  temporarily 
vacated. 

It  will  be  considered  subject  at  all  times  to  their  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 

A  ssis  tant  A  d jut  ant-  General. 

Brigadier-Genetal  C.  Grover, 

C ommanding  Post,  Alexandria. 


Field  Orders,  1  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  29.  J  Alexandria,  La.,  April  28, 186 If. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

9.  The  line  of  battle  for  the  defense  of  Alexandria  will  consist  of 
Major-General  McClernand’s  and  Brigadier-General  Smith’s  com¬ 
mands,  with  Brigadier-General  Emory’s  division  in  reserve. 
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General  Smith  will  cause  his  left  to  rest  on  the  Eed  River,  his  right 
extending  to  the  same  point  on  the  railroad,  where  it  touched  this 
evening,  and  thence  to  the  Opelousas  road  at  this  point.  On  the 
right  of  the  Opelousas  road  Major-General  McClemand’s  left  will 
rest.  His  command  will  extend  in  a  line  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground  to  the  bridge  on  the  Bayou  Rapides  road. 

Brigadier-General  Emory’s  division  will  form  the  reserve  for  this 
line.  The  lines  will  be  maintained,  but  Generals  McClernand,  Smith, 
and  Emory  are  at  liberty  to  encamp  their  troops  where  most  con¬ 
venient  to  water,  though  ready  to  move  on  the  lines  at  a  moment’s 
notice. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks. 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Field  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  30.  J  Alexandria ,  La .,  April  29,  186  j. 

1.  For  the  preservation  of  the  health  and  for  the  convenience  of 
the  command  the  troops  of  this  army  will  encamp  as  follows : 

The  Thirteenth  Corps,  Major-General  McClernand,  on  Bayou 
Rapides,  at  or  near  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  it,  except  one 
brigade,  which  will  be  thrown  a  short  distance  in  advance. 

The  detachments  of  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps,  Brigadier- 
General  A>.  J.  Smith,  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by  them. 

First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Emory,  on 
either  side  of  Bayou  Rapides  that  he  may  select,  not  takings  ground 
required  by  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Grover,  on 
the  ground  it  now  occupies. 

Tiains  will  be  kept  as  far  in  rear  of  the  line  of  defense  as  possible 
and  no  supplies  except  such  as  are  needed  for  immediate  necessity 
will  be  taken  from  the  trains  to  the  camps. 

In  case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy  in  force,  it  will  be  always 
understood  that  the  troops  are  to  at  once  take  position  upon  the  line 
ot  defense  and  m  the  order  set  forth  in  paragraph  9. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks. 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


0rst,rn°fU^eaNflAvlmiral  Porter’  S-  NavV’  t0  ActinS  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John- 
Hn  and  Hunted  U^Army^to^the  ^TJSSl 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 
qtt>.  ...  °ff  Alexandria,  La.,  April  30,  1861 

Generals  FrZi1h-nrSdw°T  to  ft6  mouth  of  Eed  River,  taking 
Hunter  on  the  Bind'  77  Ifunte,r  ,wid?  y°u-  ^  ou  will  put  General 
a  transport,  bound  up '  ° r  take  hlm  to  the  mouth  and  Put  ^  on 
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Take  General  F  ranklin  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  put  him 
on  a  transport  bound  to  New  Orleans.  After  doing  this,  fill  up  with 
coal  and  return  here  without  delay,  bringing  up  all  the  news  you  can. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  copy  of  communication  from  Major-General  Steele,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  April  30,  1864. 

Admiral:  By  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  I  enclose  to 
you  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  Major-General  Steele 
yesterday  noon,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Simpson, 

Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Secretary  to  Major-General  Banks. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas,  etc., 

Camden ,  Ark.,  April  23,  1864- 

General:  Yours  by  Captain  Dunham  was  received  this  morning. 
We  have  been  receiving— yesterday  and  to-day — rumors  of  reinforce¬ 
ments  sent  by  Kirby  Smith  to  Price  at  this  point,  and  of  a  con¬ 
templated  attack.  It  is  said  that  8,000  infantry  have  arrived  at 
Price’s  camp,  about  16  miles  from  here.  They  have  received  rein¬ 
forcements  undoubtedly,  what  number  I  can  not  judge  from  my  in¬ 
formation.  Price  had  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  before,  a  large 
portion  of  it  cavalry,  or  mounted  infantry  and  cavalry. 

They  have  just  opened  upon  my  outposts  with  artillery.  This 
may  be  to  get  as  near  ottr  lines  as  possible  to-night,  preparatory  to 
a  general  attack  to-morrow  morning.  The  rebels  are  said  to  be  very 
much  encouraged  by  an  order  of  General  K.  Smith,  detailing  his  suc¬ 
cesses  against  your  command.  They  also  captured  a  large  forage 
train  sent  out  from  here,  with  two  6-pounders  and  two  mountain 
howitzers  spiked.  The  escort  was  about  1,300,  the  majority  negroes. 
I  desire  to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  best  manner  possible,  at  the 
same  time  covering  Arkansas  until  Shreveport  shall  be  ours.  The 
present  prospect  is  that  I  shall  have  my  hands  full  to  manage  Price. 
We  have  a  strong  position  here.  The  rebels  have  fortified  it  for  us. 
I  have  sent  to  Little  Rock  for  all  the  troops  that  can  be  spared,  and 
as  soon  as  I  can  develop  their  strength,  I  will  test  their  mettle,  if 
they  do  not  withdraw  from  their  present  position.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  line  of  the  Ouachita  should  be  secured,  and  that  if  there  are 
any  gunboats  unemployed  on  Red  River  they  should  be  sent  up  this 
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river.  The  river  is  now  navigable  to  this  place  for  large-class  boats, 
and  if  we  could  get  supplies  to  within  50  miles  of  here,  with  the 
Ouachita  to  protect  our  flank  while  there  is  not-  water  enough  for  the 
gunboats,  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  us.  To  enable  us  to  move 
from  here,  we  must  have  supplies,  and  those  of  the  country  are  nearly 
exhausted.  But  supplies  or  no  supplies,  I  will  not  let  Price  get  out 
of  his  present  position  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Shreveport. 
Owing  to  contingencies  which  Captain  Dunham  will  explain  to  you, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  definitely  that  I  will  join  you  at  any 
point  on  the  Bed  River  within  a  given  time.  If  you  had  moved  up 
the  Ouachita  you  would  have  left  Louisiana  uncovered.  If  I  should 
move  down  the  Ouachita  and  then  across  to  Red,  I  should  leave 
Arkansas  and  Missouri  in  the  same  situation.  If  our  respective 
forces  were  strong  enough  for  us  both  to  move  direct  on  Shreveport, 
this  would,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  avoided.  But  as  I  have  already 
intimated,  there  may  be  a  superior  force  in  front  of  me.  At  all 
events  reinforcements  might  be  added  which  would  overwhelm  my 
command,  without  any  possibility  of  assistance  from  you  while  we 
are  moving  on  lines  so  wide  apart. 

I  have  said  nothing  about  the  question  of  forage.  During  our 
march  between  here  and  Arkadelphia,  we  have  been  obliged  to  send 
from  5  to  15  miles  off  the  road  to  procure  a  scant  supply,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  our  stock  will  hold  out  much  longer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  Steele,  Major-General. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Instructions  from  Major-General  Banks,  XL  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  McCler- 
nand,  IT.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed  operations  near  Alexandria,  La. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  2,  186 j. 

General:  The.  major-general  commanding  directs  that  vou  ad¬ 
vance  with  your  infantry  on  the  Bayou  Rapides  Road  and  drive  the 
enemy  from  your  front.  You  are  at  liberty  to  use  both  sides  of  the 
bayou  if  you  see  fit.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will 
use  as  little  artillery  as  possible  and  that  you  lose  as  little' time  as 
possible  m  skirmishing.  He  desires  that  you  will  drive  the  enemy 
beyond  the  Twelve-Mile  Bridge.  Those  of  the  enemy  who  are  driven 
to  your  left  should  be  captured. 

Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith  is  directed  to  support  vou  with 
aii<  °r  PurPose  move  at  the  same  time  with 
Road  the  °pe  ousas  Road  and  crossroad  into  the  Bayou  Rapides 

Please  state  the  earliest  hour  at  which  you  will  be  readv  to  move 
and  move  promptly  at  the  hour,  so  that  there  may  be  no^onfusTon 
m  regard  to  General  Smith.  J 

ffenerafeno-aoement  il^[ruc^?n®  .wiU  justify  you  in  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement.  The  object  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  is 
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in  force  beyond  the  Bayou  Rapides;  and  if  not,  to  drive  him  beyond 
the  Twelve-Mile  Bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Dwight, 

Brigadier-General ,  Chief  of  Staff. 
Major-General  J.  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith.  General  Smith  will  move  at  an 
hour,  which  will  be  indicated,  with  his  whole  command,  with  the 
exception  of  the  advanced  brigade,  which  will  remain  in  its  present 
position.  A  guide  will  be  furnished. 

For  the  information  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  commanding 
Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


Field  Orders,  j  Headquarters  Department  or  the  Gulf, 

No.  33.  J  Alexandria,  [Z«.],  May  2, 186 L 

*  Hs  ❖  sfc  ❖  ❖  ❖ 

2.  The  following  officers  are  hereby  detailed  to  assist  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  to  seeing  that  officers  in 
charge  of  working  parties  thoroughly  attend  to  their  duties  and 
cause  the  men  under  their  commands  to  work  energetically. 

Colonel  Wilson,  aid-de-camp,  Major-General  Banks,  will  be  on 
that  duty  from  7  a.  m.  until  9  o’clock  this  p.  m. 

Colonel  [Charles  C.]  Dwight,  acting  inspector-general,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  from  9  o’clock  this  p.  m.  until  7  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Major  Sentell,  provost-marshal,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  from  7 
a.  m.  to-morrow  until  9  p.  m.  same  day,  and  so  on  alternately  until 
the  completion  of  the  dam. 

By  command  Major-General  Banks: 

George  B.  Drake, 

A ssistant  A djutant- General. 

Colonel  Wilson. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Donnelly, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nymph,  to  proceed  to  patrol  duty  in  Red 
River. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 
Mouth  Red  River ,  May  3 ,  [  186Jf\ . 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  Red  River  and  will  patrol  that  river 
from  the  mouth  of  Black  River  to  Fort  De  Russy. 

You  will  take  care  to  anchor  at  night  in  such  positions  as  will 
enable  you  to  use  your  guns  in  the  most  advantageous  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenan  t-  C ommander ,  G oinmanding. 

Acting  Master  Patrick  Donnelly, 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Nymph , 

Mouth  Red  River ,  La. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Morong, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  report  to  Kear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  at  Alexandria,  La. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  3 ,  \186Jf\. 

Sir:  You  will  take  the  empty  barge  in  tow  and  proceed  to  Alex¬ 
andria  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  from  whom  you 
will  ask  further  instructions,  reporting  to  him  the  positions  of  the 
vessels  as  you  find  them  on  your  way  up. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Morong, 

C om/manding  A  rg osy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  the 

mouth  of  Red  River. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  3,  [186Jf\. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Argosy  came  down  to-day  with  a  convoy  and  will 
return  to  her  station  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight.  I  relieved 
you  of  all  the  mail  I  could,  brought  down  by  the  Avenger ,  the  result 
of  which  I  send  you,  and  wish  I  could  relieve  you  to  some  greater 
extent.  I  think  everything  can  be  kept  quiet  along  the  river — Foster 
at  Bayou  Sara,  the  Bragg  at  Morganza,  Choctaw  here,  ready  for  any 
place,  the  Champion  at  Fort  Adams,  Price  at  Ellis  Cliffs,  and 
Ouachita  at  Natchez. 

Captain  Hurd’s  resignation  of  the  Exchange  has  been  accepted. 
I  retain  it  until  I  hear  from  you,  not  knowing  whom  you  wish  to 
take  his  place.  I  would  like  very  much  to  order  the  tu &  Laurel  here 
from  Skipwith’s,  as.  I  find  one  tug  quite  inadequate  to  do  all  the 
work  required  at  this  place,  what  with  the  carpenter  shops,  trans¬ 
ports,  barges,  etc. 

The  Nymph  {5J+)  arrived  to-day;  her  crew  are  almost  all  boys, 
and  she  needs  some  contrabands.  I  have  ordered  her  to  patrol  the 
river  behveen  Fort  De  Russy  and  Black  [River],  and  have  already 
informed  you  of  the  disposition  of  the  Avenger.  I  hear  that  the 
Emma  was  burned  50  miles  below  Alexandria,  and  that  she  was  in 
at  the  bank.  McClernand’s  quartermaster  is  to  blame,  as  he  would 
not  permit  the  depot  quartermaster  to  give  her  any  orders,  and  had 
no  guard  on  board ;  her  crew  were  taken  into  the  country.  All  that 
could  be  found  about  her  were  the  remains  of  official  envelopes  about 
the  bank ;  if  she  carried  a  mail  it  was  probably  captured  and  contents 
known. 

The  Forest  Rose  has  not  yet  returned  from  New  Orleans.  I  send  up 
an  empty  barge  by  the  Argosy.  There  is  a  coal  barge  at  the  mouth 
of  Black  River  in  charge  of  the  gunboat  stationed  there.  The  river 
has  risen  here  8  inches  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  current 
runs  up  to  lack  River.  All  the  upper  rivers  are  rising  and  coming 
together,  Mr.  Tennyson  says,  and  he  thinks  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
we  will  have  a  full  river,  but  of  short  duration.  I  shall  be  so  happy 
and  relieved  when  I  hear  of  all  the  vessels  below  the  falls.  Some  of 
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the  papers  say  that  Banks  is  to  be  relieved,  but  when  that  happy  time 
arrives  I  fear  it  will  be  too  late  for  any  good. 

Greer  had  a  relapse  from  his  fever,  but  at  last  accounts  was  doing 
well  again,  although  still  very  weak.  How  would  it  do  to  order 
Townsend  to  the  Benton  and  Greer  to  Cairo?  From  what  I  under¬ 
stand  Phelps  to  say,  Townsend  will  have  nothing  but  his  own  vessel, 
and  as  she  is  to  be  repaired,  her  executive,  I  should  think,  might 
look  out  for  that.  The  Benton  ranks  A  No.  1,  so  that  the  change 
would  be  in  Townsend’s  favor.  Should  Captain  Bichardson’s  resig¬ 
nation  be  accepted,  whom  do  you  want  sent  in  his  place? 

The  rebels  who  are  annoying  us  on  Eed  Eiver  have  their  head¬ 
quarters  at  Cheneyville,  are  under  General  Stafford  (?),  only  two 
months  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  ;  there  are  only  400  of 
them,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery.  They  roam  from  Simmesport  to 
Marksville,  and  thence  when  the  coast  is  clear  make  a  dash  on 
the  river  with  a  few  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  The  captain  of 
the  Argosy  thinks  he  used  that  up,  as  it  did  not  fire  any  more  after 
he  burst  a  shrapnel  on  the  embrasure  cut  in  the  levee.  I  have  a  requi¬ 
sition  for  ammunition  for  the  Osage,  but  do  not  like  to  send  it  up 
without  your  orders.  Please  let  me  know  if  it  is  wanted. 

The  Judge  Torrence  is  perfectly  rotten,  and  nothing  can  be  done 
with  her  to  advantage.  I  think  if  you  could  supply  her  place  with 
anything,  that  she  would  do  very  nicely  for  a  receiving  ship,  and  her 
engines  might  be  good  for  something.  Mr.  Bickerstalf  is  very  ill 
with  a  congestive  chill  and  will  be  a  great  loss  to  us  during  his 
illness. 

Will  you  tell  Guild  to  send  down  the  list  of  officers,  etc.,  that  I 
may  tell  the  vacancies  above  and  do  what  I  can  to  fill  them. 

Hoping  to  hear  good  news  from  you  soon, 

Believe  me,  respectfully,  and  truly  yours, 


Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


K.  E.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  location  of  cer¬ 
tain  vessels  of  his  command. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mouth  of  Bed  River ,  May  3, 186 Ip. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Ouachita  is  at  Natchez  broken  down,  Champion 
at  Fort  Adams.  Price  cruising  between  Fort  Adams  and  Ellis  Cliffs. 
The  Bragg  goes  to  Morganza  in  an  hour.  Choctaw  here,  which  I 
keep,  as  I  hear  to-day  that  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  and  two  small 
guns  crossed  the  Atehafalaya  with  500  men.  They  go  to  Point 
Coupee,  it  is  stated.  The  river  is  rising  and  a  big  rise  coming  down. 
Mr.  Burns  will  tell  you  how  he  gets  up. 

I  have  ordered  the  Avenger  to  lie  at  Black  Eiver  with  a  coal  barge, 
and  not  to  leave  except  when  relieved  by  a  boat  coaling,  which  will 
receive  the  same  orders.  All  quiet  above  and  below. 

K.  E.  Breese, 
Lieutenant -C  ommander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


104  NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  enemy  at  Dunn’s  Bayou  and  Wilson’s  Bend,  Red  River. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  St.  Clair, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  3,  1861}.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  : 

Having  taken  the  barge  in  tow  at  Fort  De  Russy,  according  to  your 
orders,  I  started  for  this  place.  At  Dunn’s  Bayou  we  were  fired 
upon  by  about  100  guerrillas  and  again  at  Wilson’s  Bend  by  about 
30,'%ith  musketry.  The  vessel  was  hit  about  200  times ;  my  second 
assistant  engineer  very  slightly  wounded;  no  other  damage  done, 
save  the  spoiling  of  some  of  our  furniture.  I  shelled  them  out, 
in  which  I  am  proud  to  say  my  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  that 
coolness  that  is  likely  always  to  secure  success. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  B.  Gregory, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  ZJ.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Burns, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  at  Alexandria,  La. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  3 ,  [1864]  • 
Sir  :  Proceed  in  the  Nymph  to  Black  River.  Show  this  order  to 
Captain  Wright,  who  will  take  you  to  Fort  De  Russy.  On  your 
arrival  at  that  place,  Captain  Wright  will  order  one  of  the  light- 
drafts  stationed  there  to  take  you  up  to  Alexandria,  where  you  will 
report  to  Admiral  Porter. 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Ensign  Burns, 

On  special  duty. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wright,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transportation  for  Acting  Ensign  Burns. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk],  May  3 ,  186 4. 
Sir:  1  on  will  let  the  Nymph  look  out  for  the  barge  and  take  Mr. 
Burns  to  b  ort  De  Russy.  Order  one  of  the  light-drafts  to  take  him 
irom  there  to  Alexandria,  and  say  to  the  commander  to  ask  the 
admiral  to  permit  lnm  to  return,  so  that  you  may  return  to  Black 
River,  where  the  Nymph  will  take  up  her  cruising.  It  is  possible 
the  Argosy  may  require  coal ;  if  so,  you  can  remain  until  she  fills  up. 
(rive  the  captain  of  the  Nymph  instructions  not  to  leave  the  barge 
alone,  except  on  the  most  important  considerations. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 

1  j. •  tt  "i  ,  T  *  1  Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wright, 

C ommanding  Avenger, 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  conduct  of  Ensign 
Terry,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  temporary  command  of  transport  Benefit. 

No.  110.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La .,  May  186f. 

Sir:  I  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  all  officers  under  my  command, 
but  have  failed  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Ensign  S.  W.  Terry 
on  the  expedition  up  Red  River.  He  was  placed  on  board  the  trans¬ 
port  Benefit  to  take  dispatches  to  me  at  Springfield  Landing.  I  had 
ordered  a  fieldpiece  and  a  24-pounder  boat  howitzer  placed  on  this 
vessel  and  part  of  the  crew  of  the  flagship  to  go  in  her. 

About  50  miles  above  Grand  Ecore  Mr.  Terry  discovered  a  battery 
of  four  guns  facing  down  the  river,  on  which  lie  opened  with  his 
howitzer  and  steamed  on.  The  battery  opened  a  quick  fire  on  him, 
striking  the  vessel  almost  every  time. 

The  river  captain  of  the  Benefit  was  killed  and  three  of  the  men, 
but  the  little  transport  fought  her  way  through  and  brought  me  the 
dispatches,  which  were  important.  Such  cool,  brave  conduct  gives 
promise  of  a  good  officer.  I  commend  him  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I) .  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of 
TJ.  S.  transport  City  Belle  above  Fort  De  Russy. 

[U.  S.  S.  ]  Black  Hawk,  May  186^ \ — 7  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Avenger  has  just  come  down  from  Fort  De  Russy 
to  inform  me  that  the  City  Belle ,  with  an  Ohio  regiment  on  board, 
was  captured  about  30  miles  above  F ort  De  Russy,  and  that  there  was 
a  bearer  of  dispatches  on  board  from  Washington  for  General  Banks. 
Mr.  Burns  can  tell  you  who  he  was.  He  never  reported  to  me  here. 
I  shall  not  permit  any  more  boats  to  go  above  Black  River  without 
convoy,  and  as  your  instructions  are  not  to  send  any  above  Fort  De 
Russy  without  your  orders,  please  instruct  me  on  the  subject.  There 
are  only  about  500  men  under  General  Stafford,*  headquarters  at 
Cheneyville,  who  do  all  this  mischief.  I  wrote  you  a  note  by  the 
City  Belle;  nothing  important,  only  inclosing  a  late  newspaper  and 
telling  you  the  river  was  rising  rapidly. 

Captain  Birch  informs  me  it  was  falling  again  at  Cairo,  but  the 
papers  report  rises  in  the  rivers  above. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


*  Unidentified. 


106  NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements 

of  certain  vessels. 


[U.  S.  S.]  Black  Hawk,  May  4 ,  1861/. . 

Dear  Sir:  The  Lyon  has  just  arrived,  and  I  send  you  the  mail, 

etc. 

The  Tallahatchie  (46)  arrived  to-day,  and  has  been  ordered  to 
cruise  between  Fort  De  Russy  and  20  miles  below.  The  Nymph 
from  thence  to  Black  River.  Both  are  just  in  commission  and  have 
hardly  got  things  straight.  There  are  two  more  coming  from  Com¬ 
modore  Palmer. 

The  Lyon  brought  some  ammunition,  a  few  stores,  and  some  pro¬ 
visions.  She  will  be  back  here  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  I 
will  detain  her  to  morning  of  the  7th,  should  you  want  to  send  up 
anything.  I  send  you  a  barrel  of  flour,  said  to  be  very  nice.  There 
is  an  11-inch  hawser  here  for  the  Louisville ,  but  as  it  is  too  large 
for  your  use  at  Alexandria  and  could  not  well  be  carried  on  the 
Forest  Rose ,  I  keep  it  here  and  send  up  a  9-inch. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


K.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  requesting  cooperation  of  some  of  his  gunboats  in  Red  River. 

Alexandria,  La.,  May  4,  I864. 

On  the  30th  of  April  I  sent  information  of  the  situation  of  the 
fleet,  and  asked  the  assistance  of  your  gunboats  for  the  maintenance 
of  our  communication  on  Red  River.  No  material  change  in  the 
condition  of  affairs  has  occurred.  We  have  commenced  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  dam  across  Red  River,  with  every  prospect  of  success¬ 
ful  termination,  which  we  hope  will  release  the'fleet.  It  will  occupv 
ten  days  in  its  construction.  Our  communications  are  of  great  im¬ 
portance  in  the  meantime.  I  beg  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the 
movement  of  your  boats,  as  their  cooperation  will  be  very  important, 
the  army  is  in  the  best  condition  and  spirits.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  some  portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces  may  occupy  the  west  bank  of 
the  Mississippi.  All  steamers  ought  to  be  prohibited  from  touching  at 
aiiy^exposied  P°mt  on  that  side,  and  the  lower  river  should  be  thor¬ 
oughly  patrolled.  We  look  for  the  concentration  of  the  whole  rebel 
°.rle  J!e.st  of  Mississippi  at  this  point.  Our  information  concurs 
with  this  expectation  and  the  magnitude  of  the  stake  at  issue  is 
such  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  enemv  will  fail  to  can- 
ture  or  destroy  this  fleet  if  it  be  in  his  power.  ‘  P 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut,  or 

Officer  commanding  the  fleet  at  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  desiring  the  services  of  a  gunboat  in  a  foraging  expedition. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  4,  186f. 

Admiral:  The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  when  you  can 
furnish  a  gunboat  to  accompany  a  transport  down  and  up  the  Red 
River  on  a  foraging  trip.  The  question  of  forage  is  becoming  a 
serious  one,  and  we  must  use  every  exertion  to  procure  a  supply. 
Soldiers  and  one  or  two  wagons  will  accompany  the  transport  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  the  banks  of  the  river  and  collect  the  forage. 
The  commanding  general  hopes  that,  besides  obtaining  corn,  the 
expedition  will  do  something  toward  keeping  the  river  open,  or  at 
least  driving  muskets  from  its  banks.  He  respectfully  suggests  that 
any  boat  which  you  would  use  as  a  patrolling  boat  could  very 
effectually  perform  the  two  duties  at  the  same  time. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  W.  Dwight. 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Rey¬ 
nolds,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  New  Orleans,  urging,  in  view  of  the  loss  of 
steamer  City  Belle,  that  no  transports  bound  for  Alexandria  proceed  without 
convoy. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  4,  [ 186 f  ] — p.  m. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  transport  City  Belle  was 
captured  and  destroyed  by  the  rebels  about  30  miles  above  Fort  De 
Russy.  She  had  on  board  an  Ohio  regiment  and  a  bearer  of  dis¬ 
patches  from  Washington  to  General  Banks,  all  of  whom,  with  the 
exception  of  half  a  dozen,  were  captured  or  killed.  They  made  a 
gallant  fight,  I  am  informed,  but  it  is  a  pity  she  should  have  gone 
without  convoy. 

Will  you  please  instruct  the  transports  bound  to  Alexandria  not 
to  go  beyond  Black  River  without  convoy,  and  to  report  to  me  or 
the  senior  naval  officer  at  this  place  for  instructions. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding. 
Commanding  General  at  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  attack  upon  transport  City  Belle,  and  desiring  that  gunboats  patrol 
the  river  below  Alexandria. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  May  4?  186 f. 

Admiral  :  A  regiment  coming  from  Baton  Rouge  on  board  steamer 
City  Belle  was  fired  into  on  her  way  up,  at  Wilson’s  plantation,  15 
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miles  below  here.  Two  or  three  colonels  and  many  men  are  reported 
killed,  and  some  prisoners  made. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 
The  quartermaster  is  directed  to  send  a  boat  down  for  their  relief, 
and  they  desire  that  a  convoy  may  accompany  it,  and  go  as  far  as 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer.  It  seems  to  be  necessary  that  this  part 
of  the  river  should  be  patrolled  by  the  gunboats,  or  that  at  least 
a  boat  should  be  stationed  at  the  point  where  this  affair  occurred.  I 
beg  your  immediate  attention  to  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

_  .  ,  .  ,  _  Major-Generoil,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy 
desuing  that  no  transports  be  allowed  to  ascend  Red  River  without  convoy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  4,  186 4. 

Admiral  :  In  order  to  prevent  recurrences  like  that  which  I  have 
referred  to  in  another  letter,  orders  should  be  given  to  the  gunboats 

1  An  Ale  d  '"0Uth,0f  the  riW  *°  preTent  transport  vessels  com- 
7;  '  Alexandria,  unless  properly  protected  in  themselves  and  by 

the  nSLj  be  “I  lgd  ‘°  you  if  you  wil1  give  such  instructions  to 
ie  officers  commanding  the  boats  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pouteb,  Mai°r-Oemral,  Commanding. 
Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 
r,  ,,  °ff  Alexandria,  La.,  May  A  1864 

V  ^  °Ur  communication  of  this  date  has  been  received  and 

T  M,1  !Vi  !  ’■  will  do  so;  but  if  boats  start  off  without  convov 

able  to  remte  aliX  eIffic!dtiesl,bTiieIn  “  *7  fe1  h°pc  to  te’ 

at  WiFrm’c  <„vi  q  •  A  ,  aimculties.  I  here  are  but  300  or  400  men 
continue  to  doAf  until  S7h°  are  fir!ng  °,n  the  boats.  and  who  will 
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to  permit  no  boats  to  come  up  without  convoy.  My  impression  is 
that  the  enemy  are  quietly  getting  artillery  below  to  cut  off  the  trans¬ 
ports,  and  Wilson’s  plantation  is  not  the*  only  place  where  they  will 
be  molested.  I  think  a  strong  force  posted  in  that  neighborhood  for 
a  time  would  be  of  great  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  proposing  the  occupation  of  Fort  De  Russy  hy  a  military  force  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  river  by  detachments  on  gunboats. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  4, 1864 • 

Admiral:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  to-day  to  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  brigade,  with 
artillery,  has  been  directed  to  proceed  to  Fort  De  Russy,  to  occupy 
and  hold  that  fort.  On  their  way  down  the  river  they  will  stop  at 
Wilson’s  and  Smith’s  farms  and  endeavor  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
that  point  and  take  away  or  destroy  such  forage  and  subsistence  as 
may  be  found  there. 

General  Nickerson,  commanding  the  brigade,  has  also  been  directed 
to  endeavor  to  keep  the  banks  of  the  river  free  from  the  enemy.  It 
was  suggested  to  him  that  this  might  be  done  by  sending  detachments 
on  gunboats  to  such  points  as  might  be  infested. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Dwight, 
Brigadier -General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Saunders,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tallahatchie,  for  patrol  duty  in  Red  River. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 
Mouth  Red  River ,  May  4 ,  \1864~\- 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  up  Red  River  and  patrol  that 
stream  from  Fort  De  Russy  to  a  point  20  miles  below. 

When  you  anchor  at  night  take  care  to  choose  such  positions  as  will 
enable  you  to  use  your  guns  in  the  most  advantageous  manner. 

Should  you  get  out  of  coal,  the  next  vessel  to  you  will  relieve  you, 
and  you  can  repair  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River  to  obtain  it. 

By  order  of  Admiral  Porter : 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C ommander ,  C ommanding. 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Tallahatchie, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  La. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  May  5 ,  1861^. 

The  Eastport ,  sunk  by  a  torpedo  on  the  15th  April,  was  raised, 
and  after  great  toil  moved  doivn  the  river  52  miles,  where,  finding  her 
immovably  fixed  on  a  bed  of  logs,  she  was  blown  up  on  26th,  60  miles 
above  Alexandria,  which  our  army  had  already  reached.  Guns  and 
stores  saved.  Cricket ,  flagship,  Hindman ,  Juliet ,  and  two  pump 
boats  were  with  her.  We  were  attacked  by  fifteen  hundred  infantry 
as  train  was  about  being  fired.  Enemy  attempted  to  board  Cricket , 
but  were  driven  off  after  short  engagement ;  their  loss  unknown ;  ours 
4  wounded.  Eastport  then  fired  by  Captain  Phelps  and  reduced  to 
complete  wreck.  Lay  by  her  two  hours,  then  proceeded  down  river. 
Ten  miles  below  were  opened  on  by  battery  of  fifteen  24’s  and  12’s, 
supported  by  large  infantry  force.  Cricket  passed  battery  with  loss 
of  25  killed  and  wounded  out  of  crew  of  50.  Was  struck  38  times  by 
shot  and  shell  in  4  minutes,  besides  heavy  musketry.  One  pump 
boat  exploded  in  boiler,  drifted  under  battery  and  abandoned  by 
crew.  Juliet ,  in  tow  of  the  other,  was  disabled  and  backed  up  out  of 
fire,  covered  by  Hind, man.  Cricket  grounded  below  battery  and  set 
on  fire  by  explosion  of  ammunition.  Fire  extinguished  without 
serious  damage.  Hindman  and  Juliet  repaired  damages  during  night 
and  next  day,  with  remaining  pump  boat,  passed  battery  about  11 
a.  m.  Hindman  badly  cut  up ;  Juliet  completely  riddled.  Two  killed 
in  Hindman;  15  killed  and  wounded  in  Juliet;  pump  boat  disabled  in 
engine,  abandoned,  and  fired. 

Fleet  above  Alexandria  numbers  8  iron  and  2  light  clads.  Three 
feet  on  falls,  7  required.  Army  threatens  to  evacuate  Alexandria, 
in  which  case  the  loss  of  these  vessels  becomes  inevitable.  Army  has 
lost  confidence  in  its  chief  and  is  becoming  demoralized  by  his  in¬ 
competency,  converting  substantial  successes  into  disgraceful  retreats. 
V\  e  have  there  30,000  excellent  troops,  splendidly  equipped.  Only 
require  a  good  leader  to  secure  a  glorious  victory.  General  A.  j. 
Smith  has  saved  army  from  destruction.  Let  me  beg  you  as  voii 
value  the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  safety  of  the  splendid  fleet 
above  Alexandria,  to  use  all  your  influence  to  arrest  this  shameful 
retreat  and  to  have  a  general  sent  who  will  command  confidence. 
JN  ot  a  moment  to  be  lost. 

•  Lea7e  at  3  a;  m-  for  Washington  with  dispatches,  but  time  is  so 
important  an  element  that  I  take  liberty  of  communicating  fully  by 
telegraph,  hoping  that  measures  will  immediately  be  taken  to  save 
the  country  from  the  greatest  disgrace  and  disaster  of  the  war.  The 
fleet  has  stood  nobly  by  the  army,  but  has  been  shamefully  requited. 

IfZT  euC-fiPVile  ?orps  uncler  A-  J-  Smith,  but  his  efforts  to  assist 
us  were  nullified  by  imperative  orders. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


G.  H.  Heap. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U  S 
Navy  requesting  that  Brigadier-General  Nickerson,  U.  S.  Army,  and  transports 
be  allowed  to  proceed  without  convoy. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  5 ,  186 4-. 

Admiral:  Brigadier-General  Nickerson,  who  left  yesterday  in 
transports  for  Fort  De  Hussy,  with  orders  to  stop  on  his  way  down 
the  river  and  drive  the  enemy  from  their  position  at  Wilson’s  and 
Smith  s  farms,  has  been  stopped  by  gunboat  No.  10  for  not  having  a 
convoy.  _  The  major-general  commanding  is  anxious  that  he  should 
be  permitted  to  proceed,  and  requests  that  you  will  send  orders  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  gunboats  below  to  allow  him  to  pass, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  artillery  on  board  and  is  prepared  to  land  at  any 
point  where  he  may  find  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Dwight, 
Brigadier -General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Nickerson,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
TL  S.  S.  St.  Clair,  to  proceed  as  convoy  toward  Fort  De  Russy. 

Headquarters  1st  Brigade,  - 
2d  Division,  19th  Army  Corps, 

On  Board  Transport  Silver  Wave ,  in  Red  River ,  May  5 , 186 f. 

It  appearing  that  the  enemy’s  batteries  have  been  moved  to  a  point 
below  Wilson’s  plantation,  Captain  Gregory,  commanding  gunboat 
St.  Clair ,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  with  this  command  toward 
Fort  De  Russy  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  F.  S.  Nickerson: 

J.  H.  Metcalf, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Extract  from  field  order  of  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  designating  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Hindman  for  transporting  cavalry  force. 

Field  Orders,  1  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  36.  /  Alexandria ,  La.,  May  5,  186Jj. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

8.  Brigadier-General  Richard  Arnold,  commanding  the  cavalry 
division,  will  detail  100  dismounted  men,  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers,  to  report  on  board  the  gunboat  Hindman ,  lying  above  the 
falls,  at  7  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

They  will  take  their  firearms  and  five  days’  rations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks: 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Admiral  Porter. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Pittsburg,  regarding  the  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  the  passage  of  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg,  May  5 ,  186 J. 

Sir:  The  preparations,  according  to  your  instructions  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  passing  over  the  falls,  are  all  complete  on  board  this  vessel. 
At  half  an  hour’s  notice  she  will  be  all  ready. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Hoel, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chilli- 
cothe,  regarding  the  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  the  passage  of  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Above  Alexandria  Falls ,  La .,  May  5,  1861/.. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  re¬ 
port  that  the  preparations  therein  directed  to  be  made  for  keeping 
water  out  of  the  hull  in  passing  the  falls  have  been  completed. 
Every  hatch  can  in  a  few  minutes  have  its  iron  grating  secured,  a 
heavy  tarpaulin  battened  over  it  and  the  combings,  and  a  strong 
wooden  cover  spiked  down  over  all.  The  fire-room  hatch  has  the 
same,  and  the  smoke  pipes  are  closely  boarded,  with  10  inches  space 
to  the  height  of  4J  feet  from  deck. 

Very  respectfully,  Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lord,  II.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding 

TJ.  S.  S.  Covington,  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel  during  engagement  below 

Alexandria,  on  Red  River,  May  5,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Above  Alexandria  Falls ,  May  8 ,  186 1^. 

Sir:  It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  that  I  report  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Covington ,  and  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  re¬ 
port  : 

I  left  Alexandria  convoying  the  steamer  Warner  at  8  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  May  4,  1864. 

While  passing  Wilson’s  plantation  the  W arner  was  tired  into  by 
about  100  infantry,  losing  one  man.  I  fired  my  stern  guns  at  them 
for  some  time  and  passed  on. 

After  proceeding  about  1^  miles  farther  Mr.  McCloskey,  a  pilot 
belonging  to  the  General  Price ,  struck  the  stern  of  the  vessel  against 
a  bar,  thereby  breaking  the  port  rudder  badly  and  shivering  the 
tdler.  I  told  him  that  hereafter  Mr.  Emerson,  my  other  pilot,  would 
handle  her. 

I  tied  up  all  night  about  a  mile  from  the  Red  House  and  com¬ 
menced  repairing  my  rudder  and  tiller.  At  about  5  o’clock  I  was 
joined  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal.  Both  of  us  kept  lip  through  the 
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night  an  irregular  fire  on  the  right-hand  shore  going  down,  as  they 
had  fired  upon  us  with  infantry  while  wo  were  repairing. 

•  4.30  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  all  got  underway  .'"the  Warner 

m  the  lead,  the  Covington  next,  and  the  Signal  last. 

At  Dunns  Bayou  (on  the  right  going  down)  we  were  fired  upon 
by  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  infantry.  The  Covington  was  hit  by 
this  battery  only  three  times,  and  the  Warner’s  rudders  were  disabled, 
but,  she  still  continued  downstream  until  she  came  to  a  short  point 
1 ?•  ^  river,  when  she  went  into  the  bank.  She  had  no  sooner  struck 
the  bank  when  a  rebel  battery  on  the  right  shore  going  down,  and 
from  4,000  to  5,000  infantry,  opened  upon  her  and  my  vessel. 

The  Covington  and  Signal  immediately  commenced  firing.  Al¬ 
most  every  shot  either  struck  the  boilers,  steam  pipe,  or  machinery 
of  the  Warner,  as  she  was  only  about  100  yards  from  the  battery. 

After  we  had  engaged  the  battery  about  three  hours,  the  Warner 
hoisted  a  white  flag.  We  still  kept  up  our  fire,  and  I  sent  a  party 
from  my  vessel  under  a  severe  fire  to  burn  her,  but  the  colonel  in 
charge  sent  me  word  that  there  were  nearly  125  killed  and  wounded, 
and  requested  that  1  wmuld  not  burn  her,  which  was  granted.  A 
short  time  after  this  I  was  informed  that  the  Signal  was  disabled. 
I  immediately  rounded  to  and  went  alongside  of  her,  took  her  in  tow, 
and  started  upstream,  but  my  rudder  became  disabled,  and  the  Sig¬ 
nal  got  adrift.  It  was  impossible  to  pass  the  Warner,  so  Mr.  Emer¬ 
son,  my  pilot,  informed  me.  Knowing  that  the  Signal  would  drift 
down  on  the  Warner  and  the  rebels  would  immediately  board  her, 
1  ordered  the  commanding  officer  to  anchor  her,  which  was  done. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  handle  my  vessel  and  fearing  I  should 
get  on  the  side  where  artillery  and  infantry  were,  I  went  over  on 
the  other  bank  and  made  fast,  head  upstream. 

I  used  my  stern  guns  on  the  lower  battery  and  my  broadside  on 
the  infantry  abreast  of  us  and  my  bow  guns  on  the  battery  that  was 
ahead  of  us,  which  had  been  brought  down  from  Dunn’s  Bayou. 

My  escape  pipe  was  cut  while  alongside  of  the  Signal,  causing  a 
great  deal  of  steam  to  escape  and  making  the  impression  that  the 
boilers  had  been  struck;  the  men,  however,  soon  rallied  and  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  on  the  enemy.  Most  of  the  soldiers  and  officers, 
amongst  whom  were  Colonel  Sharpe,  of  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers;  Colonel  Raynor,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-ninth  Illinois  [Fifty-sixth  Ohio]  (wounded  in  both  legs)  ; 
Lieutenant  Simpson,  aid-de-camp  to  General  Banks;  and  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Chester,  went  over  on  the  Signal.  The  Signal 
getting  adrift  front  us,  they  were  not  able  to  return  to  my  vessel. 

After  I  had  been  tied  to  the  bank  an  hour  or  so,  my  steam  drum 
was  cut  and  a  shell  struck  under  the  boilers,  letting  out  all  the 
water. 

My  ammunition  gave  out,  my  howitzers  were  all  disabled  by  the 
bracket  bolts  drawing  out,  and  every  shot  coming  through  us.  With 
one  officer  and  a  good  many  of  my  men  already  killed,  I  determined 
to  burn  my  vessel.  I  spiked  the  guns,  had  coals  of  fire  strewn  on 
the  deck,  and  myself  and  executive  officer  set  fire  to  the  cotton,  which 
was  on  the  guards  alongside  of  the  engine.  I  saw  it  burning  finely 
before  I  left,  and  feel  sure  she  was  destroyed. 
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While  leaving  the  vessel  to  get  up  on  the  bank,  a.  terrible  fire  of 
infantry  was  opened  on  us  and  some  were  killed  in  going  up. 

I  collected  my  officers  and  men  all  together  and  found  I  had  with 
me  9  officers  and  23  men.  My  crew  was  composed  of  14  officers  and 
62  men,  and  started  through  the  woods  for  Alexandria.  At  20 
minutes  of  11  o’clock,  when  within  10  miles  of  Alexandria,  we  were 
fired  upon  by  rebel  cavalry,  thereby  scattering  us.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  they  have  nearly  all  arrived  here  safely,  with  the  exception 
of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Lyon,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  head  while  fighting  a  few  guerrillas  who  had  fired  into  a  party 
of  my  men  while  close  to  Alexandria.  He  has  since  arrived  safe. 

The  whole  action  lasted  about  five  hours,  and  the  Covington  was 
badly  riddled  from  stem  to  stern,  there  being  no  less  than  five  shots 
in  the  hull,  some  forty  or  fifty  in  her  upper  works. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and,  with  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few,  this  was  their  first  action.  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
C.  W.  Gross  was  killed  by  a  shot  that  came  through  the  shell  room. 

The  officers  and  men  lost,  all  of  their  personal  effects,  the  only 
things  that  were  saved  being  the  signal  book  and  the  dispatches  in¬ 
trusted  to  my  care,  which  were  returned  to  you.  The  arms  that  were 
brought  with  us  I  turned  over  to  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gorringe,  of 
the  Cricket,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

In  conclusion,  I  most  respectfully  beg  that  a  court  of  enquiry 
may  be  called  to  determine  whether  the  honor  of  our  flag  suffered 
in  my  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  P.  Lord, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter. 


Statement  of  Pilot  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  of  U.  S.  S.  Signal,  regarding  the 
actions  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Covington  at  the  time  of  her 
loss,  May  5,  1864. 

Flagship  Cricket, 
Alexandria,  La.,  May  8,  186 Ip. 

Sir:  By  your  request  I  make  the  following  statement  in  regard  to 
your  actions  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Covington  on  the  5th  instant 
during  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  near  Pierce’s  Landing  on  Red 
River. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  wheel  in  the  pilot  house  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal 
to  which  vessel  I  was  attached,  having  been  disabled  by  shots  from 
the  enemy  s  guns,  I  went  below  and  reported  to  Captain  E.  Morgan. 
Just  after  that  the  steam  pipe  of  the  Signal  being  cut  by  a  shot  I 
with  others,  got  out  on  the  port  guards  next  to  the  Covington  '  to 
which  vessel  we  were  then  lashed.  While  there  I  saw  Captain  Lord 
and  reported  the  condition  of  the  Signal  to  him.  He  ordered  me  to 
go  into  the  pilot,  house  of  his  vessel,  the  Covington,  and  assist  the 
pilots.  1.  went  there  and  found  the  pilots,  Messrs.  McCloskey  and 
Emerson.  Directly  after  I  came  in,  Mr.  Emerson  went  below  to 
examine  the  rudders  asking  me  to  remain  and  assist  Mr.  McCloskey. 
I  had  been  m  the  pilot  house  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when 
the  vessel  being  disabled  and  ashore,  an  officer  came  to  the  foot  of  the 
laddei  leading  from  the  steerage  up  into  the  pilot  house  and  called 
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up  that  the  vessel  was  being  abandoned.  Mr.  McCloskey  replied 
I  am  sorry  for  that,  and  went  down  into  the  steerage  followed  by 

rmnl  !!OI1i  here  we  went  mto  the  wardroom  and  Mr.  McCloskey  took 
a  couple  of  pieces  of  clothes  from  one  of  the  rooms.  We  then  went 
down  forward  on  the  grin  deck,  where  we  found  the  crew  and  officers 
lea\  mg  the  ship.  I  saw  there  Captain  Lord  and  some  of  his  officers, 
and  heard  Captain  Lord  give  orders  to  spike  the  guns  and  set  fire 
ve!^e1'  AtTtln®  Ciue  half  the  ship’s  company  were  ashore. 
,  hether  Captain  Lord  or  Mr.  McCloskey  got  ashore  first.  I  do  not 
know,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  Captain  Lord  ran  up' the  bank 
from  under  the  protection  of  the  vessel  before  Mr.  McCloskev  did. 

\  ery  respectful!}^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Perry  Wilkes, 

Pilot,  l .  S.  Navy,  Pate  of  the  U.  S.  >S.  Signal. 
Pilot  1  rank  McCloskey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Late  of  U.  S.  S.  Covington. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foster,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lord,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  U  S  S 
Covington  in  the  action  of  May  5. 

U.  S.  Hospital  Transport  Groesbeck, 

Alexandria,  Lcl,  May  11,  186 J. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  9th  instant  has  just  been  received 
through  Mr.  Daume.  I  can  but  make  a  brief  general  statement  of 
what  came  under  my  observation  while  I  was  on  board  the  Covington. 
You  are  mistaken  in  thinking  that  I  was  there  for  three  hours.  I 
think  one  hour  would  cover  the  time  from  when  I  came  on  board 
your  boat  from  the  W amer  until  the  Covington  was  abandoned- 
I  saw  you  during  the  last  hour  of  the  engagement  in  pursuance  of 
your  duties  as  commander  of  the  Covington, _  and  until  you  left  us 
in  the  afternoon,  the  leader  of  the  naval  portion  of  the  party  on  the 
march  for  this  place. 

I  trust  when  all  seemed  to  do  their  duty  that  a  court  of  enquiry 
will  not  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  reputation  of  any  officer  to  prove 
that  “the  honor  of  the  flag”  was  in  honorable  keeping.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  to  be  but  just,  as  it  has  also  been  a  pleasant  duty,  to 
testify  to  the  good  conduct  of  those  among  your  officers  and  men 
whose  gallantry  attracted  my  attention.  I  trust  this  will  not  be 
thought  gratuitous  on  my  part.  Proper  notice  of  their  services  are 
always  more  valuable  to  all,  coming  first  from  the  commanding 
officer  immediately  over  them,  but  as  an  impartial  witness  belonging 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  service,  my  testimony  may  be  of  some 
service  to  these  brave  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  P.  Foster, 

Lieutenant- Colonel ,  128th  N.  Y.  Volunteers. 

Mr.  Geo.  P.  Lord, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Late  Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Covington,  No.  25. 

[Letter  of  same  date  by  same  writer,  commending  pilot  Frank 
McCloskey ;  and  of  May  9, 1864,  commending  Acting  Ensign  Edward 
Alford,  executive  officer  of  the  Covington. ] 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant  Wells,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Red  Rover,  giving  names  of  those  received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Covington. 

U.  S.  S.  Red  Rover,  May  11,  186  V 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  dated  May  9,  this  day  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  received  on  board  of 
this  ship  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Covington  John  [T.]  English,  [acting] 
third  assistant  engineer;  S.  C.  Tarbell,  paymaster’s  clerk;  Michael 
Roach,  seaman;  Jacob  S.  Levier,  seaman;  Charles  Barnett,  seaman; 
Henry  Lyons,  first-class  boy;  Jacob  Campbell,  first-class  boy;  Eugene 
Sheftall,  seaman;  James  Sullivan,  seaman.  From  the  LT.  S.  S. 
Signal ,  John  Galleger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IV.  R.  Wells, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  C ommanding . 
Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R.  Breese,  LT.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  returns  of  casualties  at 
destruction  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Signal  and  Covington,  May  5,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  FlaCxShip  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  29,  186V 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  June  25. 

When  the  Covington  and  Signal  were  destroyed  the  officers  who 
escaped  could  give  no  account  of  casualties,  the  men  who  escaped 
getting  on  board  different  vessels. 

I  have  issued  a  general  order  for  returns  to  be  made  to  me  by  the 
different  vessels  of  the  squadron,  and  will  send  them  in  the  moment 
I  obtain  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

T  Rear-Admiral . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Vi  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  com- 
mandmg  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Signal  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  May  5, 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  March  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  dated  February  27,  from 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Morgan,  of  the  loss  of  the  Signal 
under  hiS  command,  on  May  5,  1864,  in  Red  River.  Lieutenant  m! 
asks  tor  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Morgan  is  one  of  the  prisoners  de¬ 
livered  by  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Reel  River,  referred  to  in  my 
iN  o.  ox  tiiis  date. 
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Shall  a  court  of  enquiry  be  held  ?  The  Department  has  Admiral 
rorters  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Acting  Rear -Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Endorsement.  ] 


No.  Rear-Admiral  Porter  speaks  of  the  vessel  as  having  been 
gallantly  defended. 


[Welles.] 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  February  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  This  being  the  earliest  opportunity  afforded  me,  I  beg  leave, 
respectfully,  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Signal ,  then  under  my  command  on  Red  River. 

May  4,  1864,  I  received  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
on  board  flagship  Cricket ,  then  lying  at  Alexandria,  La.,  to  take  on 
board  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Major-General  Banks  and  pro¬ 
ceed  down  the  river  until  I  overtook  the  U.  S.  S.  Covington ,  which 
vessel  was  convoying  the  U.  S.  Army  transport  John  Warner,  and 
accompany  her  as  far  as  the  flagship  Black  Hawk,  then  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  Black  River,  and  then  return  as  far  as  Fort  De  Russy, 
and  then  await  the  arrival  of  some  upward-bound  gunboat,  and 
proceed  in  company  up  the  river  to  Alexandria.  At  11  o’clock  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  About  10  miles  below 
Alexandria  met  a  party  of  U.  S.  troops,  belonging  to  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twentieth  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  reported  their  escape  from 
the  transport  City  Belle ,  which  vessel  had  been  captured  and  de¬ 
stroyed  that  morning  about  15  or  20  miles  below  by  artillery  and 
infantry.  About  10  miles  farther  on,  opposite  or  a  little  below  a 
place  known  as  Wilson’s,  we  were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  rebel  cav¬ 
alry.  I  immediately  returned  the  fire  from  starboard  battery  and 
passed  on.  Soon  after  rounding  the  next  point  we  were  again  fired 
on  (as  I  suppose)  by  the  same  party.  About  4  miles  below  Wilson’s 
came  up  with  the  Covington  and  John  Warner  lying  to,  the  former 
repairing  her  rudder.  Rounded  to  and  made  fast  astern  of  the 
Covington  and  was  again  fired  upon  from  shore,  both  boats  return¬ 
ing  the  fire.  Night  coming  on  before  the  necessary  repairs  were 
made,  it  was  decided  to  remain  until  morning.  During  the  night 
the  Covington  and  Signal  kept  up  an  irregular  fire.  At  daylight 
got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  the  John  Warner 
leading,  the  Covington  following,  and  the  Signal  bringing  up  the 
rear.  Upon  rounding  the  point  opposite  Dunn’s  Bayou  (4.45  a.  m.) 
the  John  Warner  made  signal  (by  whistle)  “enemy  in  sight,”  and 
was  immediately  opened  upon  by  artillery  and  small  arms,  and  soon 
disabled,  when  she  drifted  ashore  in  the  bend  opposite  the  enemy. 
Upon  rounding  the  point  the  Covington  stopped  and  backed  into 
the  shore  opposite  the  side  of  the  enemy.  I  stopped  and  came  to 
astern  and  above  the  Covington ,  both  boats  heading  downstream. 
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From  this  position  we  kept  up  a  constant  fire.  After  remaining  in 
this  position  perhaps  30  minutes  I  observed  the  enemy  moving  a 
battery  above,  which  would  rake  us  astern,  and  which  position  the 
Signal  (having  no  stern  guns)  could  not  command.  I  immediately 
sent  Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Loan  to  communicate  this  fact  to  Captain 
Lord  (commanding  officer  of  the  Covington ),  who  sent  me  back 
word  to  the  effect  that  as  the  enemy’s  battery  was  too  heavy  for  us 
he  would  return  up  the  river,  but  would  remain  an  hour  or  so. 
Soon  after  the  battery  just  spoken  of  opened  upon  us,  when  the 
Covington  cast  loose  and  started  to  round  to  up  the  river,  closely 
followed  by  the  Signal.  Immediately  after  the  engineer  reported  to 
me  the  disabling  of  the  port  engine  by  a  shot  passing  through  the 
pitman,  and  almost  at  the  same  instant  the  pilot  came  on  deck  and 
reported  the  disabling  of  the  steering  gear.  I  hailed  the  Covington , 
reporting  my  vessel  disabled.  She  came  alongside  and  was  made 
fast.  After  seeing  the  vessel  made  fast  I  left  the  port  and  started 
aft  to  meet  Captain  Lord,  whom  I  had  observed  coming  on  board  the 
Signal ,  and  followed  by  a  number  of  his  crew.  Before  reaching  him 
the  branch  steam  pipe  on  the  port  side  was  cut  by  a  shell  and,  the 
throttle  valve  being  open,  the  steam  escaped  rapidly,  upon  which 
Captain  Lord  repaired  on  board  the  Covington ,  followed  by  part  of 
his  own  crew  and  part  of  mine.  The  Covington  was  cast  loose  and 
steamed  up  the  river.  I  ordered  the  throttle  valve  to  be  closed, 
which  was  done,  and  the  escape  of  steam  stopped.  I  then  ordered 
the  fire  to  be  wet  down  with  the  hose  and  the  steam  to  be  blown  off 
from  the  boilers,  which  was  promptly  executed  by  Mr.  William  M. 
Hardin,  acting  first  assistant  engineer  in  charge.  I  ordered  the 
anchor  to  be  let  go  and  the  fight  continued.  From  the  starboard 
guard  I  observed  that  what  little  wind  there  was  was  settling  to 
the  opposite  shore  from  the  enemy,  and,  the  current  being  slight,  I 
determined  to  slip  my  chain  for  the  purpose  of  drifting  ashore, 
where  I  could  fire  my  vessel  and  escape  with  my  crew.  On  slipping 
my  chain  the  vessel  drifted  ashore,  but  higher  up  than  I  expected. 
On  nearing  the  shore  volunteers  were  called  for  to  get  a  line  out, 
which  was  promptly  responded  to  by  Seaman  George  McClurg,  who 
seized  the  end  of  the  line  and  sprang  overboard  and  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  shore  with  the  line.  He  Avas  followed  by  three  or  four 
of  the  crew,  and  all  together  started  up  the  (almost  perpendicular) 
bank  Avitli  the.  line.  Before  reaching  the  summit  the  men  Avere  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  view  of  the  enemy  (as  the  bank  was  from  10  to  20  feet 
higher  than  the  hurricane  deck),  who  poured  in  a  A-olley,  driving 
all  back  but  McClurg,  who  bravely  persisted  in  his  efforts  to  reach 
the  summit  with  the  line,  in  which  he  succeeded.  After  making  the 
line  fast  he  did  not  return,  but  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  brave 
fellow  succeeded  in  reaching  the  squadron  in  safety.  The  vessel, 
from  her  midship  gangway  forward,  Avas  lying  abreast  of  a  perpen¬ 
dicular  bank,  which,  being  unfavorable  for  the  escape  of  the  crew,  I 
endeavored  to  drop  her  astern,  but  in  consequence  of  the  wheel  being- 
embedded  in  the  mud,  was  unable  to  accomplish  it.  Immediately  on 
reaching  shore  I  gave  permission  for  all  who  chose  to  do  so  to  escape 
up  the  bank  and  ordered  preparations  to  be  made  for  burning  the 
vessel.  Before  this  was  accomplished  (the  I Varner  being  surren¬ 
dered  and  the  Covington  on  fire  and  abandoned)  the  entire  force  of 
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the  enemy  was  concentrated  to  prevent  the  escape  of  my  crew.  A 
battery  above  and  one  below  us  were  planting  their  shells  directly  in 
the  only  accessible  path  to  the  summit,  while  at  least  fifteen  hundred 
sharpshooters  were  pouring  incessant  volleys  into  the  path  above  the 
hurricane  deck  of  the  vessel.  I  was  thus  forced  reluctantly  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  my  crew  away  without  a 
great  and  useless  sacrifice,  particularly  of  the  wounded,  whom  I 
could  not  think  for  one  moment  of  abandoning.  At.  10.50  a.  m.  I 
reluctantly  surrendered,  having  previously  destroyed  my  signal  book. 
As  near  as  I  can  recollect  the  casemating  of  the  gun  deck  was  pene¬ 
trated  eleven  or  twelve  times  by  shot  and  shell,  several  of  which  ex¬ 
ploded  on  the  gun  deck,  one  cutting  the  steam  pipe,  another  (after 
the  steam  had  been  blown  off  )  the  steam  drum,  and  another  the  port 
boiler.  Two  shells  went  through  the  pilot  house,  carrying  away  the 
sheaves  and  part  of  the  wheel.  From  the  explosion  of  shells  on  the 
gun  deck  and  the  perfect  storm  of  minie  balls  through  the  ports 
there  were  12  wounded,  but  none  killed.  Amount  of  ammunition  ex¬ 
pended,  as  near  as  I  can  now  ascertain,  was  330  rounds.  On  muster¬ 
ing  on  shore  after  surrendering,  I  found  I  had  with  me  6  officers  and 
48  men,  one  of  whom,  Miller,  seaman,  was  accidentally  shot  on  the 
way  to  Tyler. 

Before  closing,  I  take  pleasure  in  awarding  to  all  my  officers  and 
men  the  highest  praise  for  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  entire 
action  (six  hours).  Some  of  them  deserve  especial  mention:  C.  P. 
Bragg,  acting  ensign  and  executive  officer,  was  at  all  times  where 
duty  called  him,  going  on  the  forecastle,  accompanied  only  by  Sea¬ 
man  George  McCauly,  and  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry, 
heaving  over  the  anchor,  hauling  up  the  chain  and  bitting  it  himself. 
Again,  when  it  became  necessary  to  slip  the  chain,  he,  assisted  by 
Seaman  John  Highland,  performed  that  duty  under  the  same  galling 
fire.  Acting  Ensign  William  F.  Loan,  in  charge  of  first  division 
(30-pounder  Parrotts),  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  R.  P.  Craft,  in 
charge  of  second  division  (broadside),  throughout  the  action  and 
under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  in  the  ports,  by  voice  and  example 
cheered  and  encouraged  the  men  at  the  guns.  Mr.  Perry  Wilkes, 
pilot,  stood  nobly  at  the  wheel  until  it  was  literally  shot  out  of  his 
grasp.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James  F.  Liddell,  when 
the  steam  pipe  was  cut,  causing  the  escape  of  steam  and  great  con¬ 
fusion,  promptly  rushed  through  the  steam  and  closed  the  throttle 
valve,  stopping  escape  of  steam,  when  order  was  restored.  I  omitted 
to  mention  that  three  of  the  Covington’s  men  were  captured  on  my 
vessel,  and  another  joined  us  on  the  way  up,  having  been  captured 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  ask  that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be 
called  to  determine  whether  I  have  performed  my  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Morgan, 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.,  U.  A.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  medical 

officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  May  5,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  June  29,  186 If.. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Signal,  who  was  re¬ 
leased  unconditionally  by  the  rebels.  It  only  corroborates  all  the 
reports  I  have  received  of  the  gallant  defense  of  this  vessel,  which  I 
am  told  was  a  most  perfect  wreck  when  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  much  chagrined  that  so  frail  a  vessel  had  contended 
so  long  against  seven  guns  placed  in  position  to  get  a  cross  fire  on  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  r,  -r,r  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  National, 

Mound  City ,  June  27,  186.1. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  report  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal. 

Leaving  Alexandria  on  the  4th  of  May,  she  proceeded  down  the 
river  and  anchored  at  night  in  company  with  U.  S.  S.  Covington 
and  transport  Warner. 

Starting  again  at  daylight,  we  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance 
when  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  a  battery  of  two  guns,  and  from 
several  others  as  we  passed  on.  Their  fire  was  promptly  returned, 
and  continued  until  9  o’clock,  when  it  ceased  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
the  opportunity  was  seized  for  distributing  bread,  as  breakfast  had 
not  been  served.  The  firing  soon  commenced  again,  and  continued 
until  near  noon,  when  the  order  was  passed  for  all  hands  to  prepare 
to  abandon  and  burn  the  ship,  having  been  totally  disabled  for  more 
than  an  hour,  the  Warner  flying  a  white  flag  and  the  Covington 
nearly  consumed,  exploding  her  magazine  soon  after. 

Preparations  were  made  and  a  part  of  the  men  had  safelv  passed 
up  the  bank,  when  the  order  was  countermanded,  it  being  deemed  a 
useless  waste  of  life  for  more  to  attempt  it,  and  wholly  impossible  to 
remov  e  the  wounded  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  several  hun¬ 
dred  sharpshooters,  and  the  white  flag  was  raised. 

My  station  was  unfavorable  for  observation  and  my  professional 
duties  occupied  considerable  of  my  time,  but  I  take  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  those  stationed  near  me 
and  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  during  the  action. 

Acting  A  olunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Morgan,  commanding,  appeared 
to  be  coolly  attending  to  his  duties.  Acting  Ensign  C.  P.  Brag-o- 
executive  officer;  Ensign  AV.  F.  Loan,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
K.  i  .  Craft  had  charge  of  the.  divisions,  and,  cheering  the  men  bv 
voice  and  example,  held  them  to  their  stations,  despite  the  withering- 
fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  through  the  open  ports,  and  were 
ably  seconded  by  the  captains  of  the  guns. 

To  tho.  coolness  of  the  engineers  in  shutting  off  the  steam  and 
emptying  the  boilers  when  the  steam  pipe  was  cut  the  safety  of 
many  is  owing.  J 
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.  The  pilot,  Perry  Wilkes,  left  his  wheel  only  when  it  was  disabled 
m  his  hands  by  a  bursting  shell. 

I  would  make  special  mention  of  Acting  Ensigns  Bragg  and  Loan, 
who  went  out  in  full  view  of  several  hundred  sharpshooters  and  let 
go  the  anchor,  and  again  to  slip  the  cable,  this  time  assisted  by  John 
Highland  (seaman),  who  was  here  disabled  by  his  second  wound. 

Michael  McCormick  (boatswain’s  mate)  and  Timothy  Odonaghie 
(seaman),  captains  of  guns,  were  wounded  early  in  the  day,  but 
stood  to  their  guns  until  ordered  away.  George  Butts,  gunner’s  mate, 
and  Charles  Aster,  quarter  gunner,  were  on  the  sick  list,  but  did 
duty  during  the  whole  engagement.  Several  whose  names  I  have 
forgotten  returned  to  their  guns  when  their  wounds  had  been  dressed, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  all  stood  to  their  work,  using  muskets 
when  their  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Brewster, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon , 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  partial  list  of  wounded 
on  TJ.  S.  S.  Signal  at  the  time  of  her  loss,  May  5,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  29,  186 A 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  partial  list  of  the  wounded  on  board 
the  U.  S.  S.  Signal  at  the  time  of  her  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  New  National,  June  27,  186A 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  sick  and  wounded  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  5th  of 
May  and  left  in  my  care  in  the  Confederate  States  Hospital  at 
Cheneyville,  La. : 


Lewis  Jones. . . 
Charles  Allen. . 
Michael  Lyons. 

A.  J.  Swear _ 

John  Highland . 
Gabriel  Frear.. 
Isaac  Highland 


Signal  quartermaster . 

Second-class  fireman . 

Coal  heaver . 

. do . 

Seaman . 

. do . 

. do . r . 

Landsman . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Covington . 

Wounded. 

Sick. 

Wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


They  were  paroled  on  the  16th  June  and  delivered  to  Colonel 
Dwight,  U.  S.  Army,  on  the  17th,  who  transferred  them  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg.  I  reported  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw 
on  the  18th  and  received  orders  to  remove  the  wounded  to  Hospital 
Pinkney  and  report  to  you  for  duty. 
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In  obedience  I  took  passage  on  the  New  National  and  took  to  the 
hospital  all  except  Lewis  Jones,  quartermaster,  Signal ,  whose  time 
has  expired,  and  Isaac  Highland,  ordinary  seaman,  Covington ,  en¬ 
tirely  recovered.  They  are  on  board  that  vessel  now  awaiting  orders. 
I  have  submited  through  the  fleet  surgeon  a  detailed  report  of  the 
casualties  on  board  the  Signal. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Brewster, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U .  S.  S.  Signal. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Pilot  Wilkes,  forwarding  medal  of 
honor  for  conspicuous  gallantry  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal,  May  5,  1864. 

Navy  Department,  April  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  herewith  the  medal  of 
honor  awarded  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  General  Order 
No.  45,  dated  December  31,  1864,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
whilst  serving  as  pilot  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Signal  in  Red  River,  May  5, 
1864.  Please  acknowledge  its  receipt. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Perry  Wilkes, 

Pilot,  Ij  .  S.  Navy,  V.  S.  S.  Robb,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


EeP°r‘  °.f  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 

St.  Clair,  referring  to  the  probable  loss  of  two  gunboats  and  transport  Warner. 

On  Board  TJ.  S.  S.  St.  Clair, 

Near  Wilson’s  Bend,  Red  River,  May  5, 1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  sent  me  by  General  Nickerson, 
I  am  here  and  find  that  the  probability  is  that  both  of  our  gunboats 
that  started  yesterday  are  captured  or  destroyed,  together  with  the 
V?7  ,n  e  arner.  I  saw  a  pilot  that  says  he  came  to  Alexandria  on  the 
Silver  Wave  and  was  returning  to  Vicksburg.  He  left  the  Warner 
after  she  was  disabled  and  surrendered.  He  saw  a  smoke  and  heard 
the  explosion  of  what  he  thought  was  a  gunboat,  and  a  black  man 
that  came  with  him  says  he  saw  our  officers  and  the  rebs  shake 

hands.  He  was  sent  on  shore  to  cast  off  a  line,  which  he  did  and 
then  ran  away. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Thos.  B.  Gregory, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


United  States  Fleet  in  Red  River  at  Alexandria,  La. 
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officer,  or  unless  a  boat  is  there  coaling,  which  boat  must  remain 
until  your  return,  which  should  be  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander ,  Commanding. 
Captain  [Charles]  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gazelle. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wright,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avenger,  to  proceed  as  far  as 
Fort  De  Russy. 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 ,  1861+. 

Sir  :  On  receiving  this,  turn  over  the  barge  to  the  Gazelle  and  pro¬ 
ceed  up  river  to  Fort  De  Russy,  or  until  you  fall  in  with  the  Forest 
Rose.  Consult  with  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnston  about  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  act  with  him  as  may  be  best  for  our  interests. 

You  must  not  go  beyond  Fort  De  Russy  unless  you  know  of  the 
Forest  Rose  being  near. 

Read  and  hand  the  accompanying  letter  to  Captain  Johnston. 

I  can  not  give  you  explicit  instructions,  not  knowing  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  therefore  leave  much  to  your  discretion,  which  I  know 
will  not  let  the  flag  be  tarnished  from  any  indiscreet  act. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  Commanding. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Wright, 

Commanding  Avenger. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Johnston,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  for  commu¬ 
nicating  with  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 ,  186 A 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  ye'sterday  has  been  received.  I  approve  of 
your  not  running  the  batteries,  and  you  must  not  make  the  attempt 
unless  you  can  ensure  a  certainty.  Of  course  it  is  highly  important 
to  communicate  with  the  admiral  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  you 
should  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  get  a  scout  through  to  him  with 
the  inducement  of  a  liberal  reward  if  he  succeeds.  Trust  him  with 
nothing  but  the  situation  and  that  you  have  telegrams  from  Wash¬ 
ington  for  him. 

You  will  yourself,  with  Mr.  Burns,  make  yourself  acquainted  with 
those  telegrams;  get  them  fixed  in  your  minds,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
disaster  their  contents  may  be  made  known.  Of  course  I  need  not 
impress  upon  you  the  most  inviolable  secrecy  unless  to  a  senior  offi¬ 
cer’s  order. 
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I  must  leave  much  to  you.  Exercise  the  most  unceasing  vigilance, 
bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of  communicating  with  the  admiral,  of 
preventing  the  rebels  from  using  the  guns  of  the  Covington  or  Signal 
or  the  transport  Warner  (I  understand  she  was  not  destroyed),  and 
of  erecting  batteries  on  the  river. 

Trusting  that  you  will  not  risk  the  fair  fame  of  the  squadron  with¬ 
out  commensurate  results, 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jno.  V.  Johnston, 

C ommanding  Forest  Rose. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw,  to  proceed  to  Fort  De  Russy. 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 ,  186 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
Fort  De  Russy,  from  whence  you  will  be  guided  by  the  situation  of 
affairs  as  you  may  find  them. 

The  Gazelle  will  be  at  Black  River,  the  Nymph  and  Tallahatchie 
cruising  between  Fort  De  Russy  and  Black  River,  the  latter  to  20 
miles  below  the  fort  and  the  former  from  thence  to  Black  River. 

On  no  account  must  you  endanger  your  vessel  being  caught  by  the 
•-  river  falling. 

You  will  make  such  disposition  of  the  vessels  sent  you  and  those 
with  you  as  in  your  judgment  you  deem  best. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  Choctaw ,  etc. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Jordan, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Meteor,  to  proceed  to  Fort  De  Russy. 

Mouth  of  Black  [River], 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk ,  May  6 , 186.!h 
Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  as  you  have  finished  coaling,  proceed  up 
Red  River  to  Fort  De  Russy  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ramsay  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you.  You  can  not  be  too 
careful  and  vigilant,  and  should  it  be  necessary  to  anchor  at  any  time, 
do  so  with  regard  to  the  range  and  bearing  of  your  guns  to  the  utmost 
advantage. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding . 

Acting  Master  M.  Jordan, 

Commanding  Meteor . 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  XL  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Tallahatchie  in  Red  River  and  loss’ 
of  U.  S.  steamers  Covington  and  Signal,  also  transport  Warner. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 ,  186 If.. 
Sir:  The  Tallahatchie  arrived  day  before  yesterday  in  obedience 
to  your  order,  and  has  been  assigned  to  patrol  Red  River  between 
Fort  De  Russy  and  Black  River,  in  obedience  to  Admiral  Porter’s 
instructions  to  me. 

I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  two  of  our  light-drafts,  the 
Covington  and  Signal ,  were  destroyed  by  the  rebels’  field  batteries 
and  siege  rifles  about  30  miles  below  Alexandria ;  also  the  transport 
Warner,  which  they  were  convoying.  Communication  is  for  the 
present  impossible  with  Alexandria.  I  am  daily  expecting  the  Win¬ 
nebago ,  double-turreted  light-draft  monitor,  which  I  shall  send  up. 
The  Choctaw  (ironclad  ram)  has  gone  to  Fort  De  Russy. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Headquarters  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Morong, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Argosy. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  7,  186  L 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  the  Mississippi  until  you  meet  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Price ,  not  going  beyond  Natchez,  and  hand  Captain  Richardson 
the  enclosed  letter.  Should  you  not  fall  in  with  the  Price  below 
Natchez,  return  to  this  place  without  delay,  leaving  the  letter  for  him 
on  board  the  Ouachita ,  if  she  is  there. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Morong, 

Commanding  Argosy. 

After  delivering  the  letter,  return  here  without  delay. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  7,  1864.. 
Sir:  Return  to  this  place  without  delay,  unless  your  presence  at 
your  station  should  be  absolutely  necessary,  in  which  case  inform  me 
of  such  in  writing  by  the  Argosy. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C ommander,  C ommanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richardson, 

Commanding  General  Price , 
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letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  convoy  of  gunboats  for  foraging  expedition. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  7, 1864- 

Three  transports  have  been  ordered  down  the  river  to  D.  A.  Smith’s 
plantation  for  forage.  As  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  have  a  con- 
vov  of  two  gunboats,  he  would  be  pleased  to  know  at  what  time  they 
will  be  prepared  to  leave  in  the  morning.  A  brigade  of  infantry, 
200  cavalry,  and  25  wagons  have  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  above 
point  by  land,  starting  at  3  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Dwight, 
Brigadier- General ,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

St.  Clair,  regarding  certain  measures  of  protection  for  the  approach  to  Alex¬ 
andria. 

On  Board  TJ.  S.  S.  St.  Clair, 
Alexandria ,  La.,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  if  General  Banks  has  posted  a  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  bank  of  the  river  below  this  place,  and  if  not,  suggest  the 
propriety  of  such  a  precaution.  I  would  also  ask  that  the  bearer  be 
furnished  with  the  countersign,  that  I  may  be  able  to  send  a  guard 
to  the  next  bend  with  a  rocket  or  two  to  apprise  me  of  the  approach 
of  any  vessel  should  one  come  up  the  river,  if  you  think  the  precau¬ 
tion  a  prudent  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  B.  Gregory, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Morong, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Argosy. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Bed  River ,  La.,  May  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  up  Red  River 
and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  wdio  will  give 
you  instructions. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  C ommanding. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Morong, 

Commanding  Argosy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chilli- 
cothe,  regarding  proposed  passage  of  the  upper  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

May  8 ,  186  — 1:30  a.  m. 

Sir:  Pilots  of  several  vessels  have  just  reported  a  4- foot  channel 
over  upper  falls  and  buoyed  it  through.  All  agree  on  the  4  feet. 
There  is  more  current  here  this  morning,  the  water  more  red,  ap¬ 
pearing  a  rise  from  above. 

I  have  summoned  commanding  officers,  and  will  arrange  for  those 
you  mention  to  go  over  upper  falls  soon  as  possible,  and  concerning 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  Watson  Smith, 

L  ieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  delivery  of  dispatches. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Fort  De  Russy ,  May  8 ,  186 A 

Sir:  A  dispatch  addressed  to  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R. 
Breese,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk ,  and  one  addressed  to 
Acting  Master  Jordan,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Meteor ,  will  be  handed 
you  by  Acting  Ensign  H.  C.  Marsh. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  dispatches  and  this  order 
you  will  proceed  down  the  river  until  you  meet  the  U.  S.  S.  Meteor 
(No.  44),  and  you  will  then  hand  the  dispatches  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  vessel. 

Having  delivered  the  dispatches,  you  will  return  immediately  to 
this  place. 

As  you  come  up,  direct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Nymph 
(No.  54)  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  down  as  Black  River  until  the 
Meteor  returns. 

Some  three  hours  ago  I  wrote  you  an  order  to  come  here  immedi¬ 
ately,  expecting  to  send  it  by  land.  That  order  is,  of  course,  counter¬ 
manded  by  this  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer-Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  gunboats  and  transports  proceed¬ 
ing  down  the  river. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  Za.,  May  9,  186 f. 
The  gunboats  and  transports  will  proceed  in  the  following  order 
in  going  down  the  river : 

The  Groesheck  will  attend  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Hindman;  W.  L. 
Ewing ,  Ozark;  Southwestern  Mound  City;  Emerald ,  Carondelet; 
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Clara  Bell  Pittsburg;  Des  Moines ,  Chillicothe;  Chouteau,  Osage; 
Mars,  Neosho;  Sioux  City .  Louisville ;  Thomas  E.  Tutt,  Lexington. 
These  steamers  will  drop  in  after  the  gunboats  which  they  are  to 
attend  and  keep  their  position.  _  „  7  ,  D77  n  7  p. 

The  transports  Starlight,  Lioness ,  Red  Chief,  Belle  Creole,  Rob 
Roy,  Belladonna ,  Mittie  Stevens ,  Arizona.,  Gillum,  Silver  Wave, 
Adriatic ,  Diadem,  and  Liberty  will  take  the  middle  of  the  convoy. 
If  attacked  ahead,  they  will  drop  back  and  let  the  stern  gunboats 
pass  on  to  the  batteries. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 


Report  cf  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  construction  of  the 
dam  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  XT.  S.  Army,  and  the  safe  passage  of  the 
fleet  through  the  falls,  May  9-13,  1864. 

Xo.  112.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  16, 186; 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  vessels  lately  caught 
by  low  water  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria  have  been  released  from 
their  unpleasant  position.  The  water  had  fallen  so  low  that  I  had 
no  hope  or  expectation  of  getting  the  vessels  out  this  season,  and  as 
the  army  had  made  arrangements  to  evacuate  the  country  I  saw 
nothing  before  me  but  the  destruction  of  the  best  part  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Squadron. 

There  seems  to  have  been  an  especial  Providence  looking  out  for 
us,  in  providing  a  man  equal  to  the  emergency.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Joseph  Bailey,  acting  engineer  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  pro¬ 
posed  a  plan  of  building  a  series  of  dams  across  the  rocks  at  the  falls 
and  raising  the  water  high  enough  to  let  the  vessels  pass  over.  This 
proposition  looked  like  madness,  and  the  best  engineers  ridiculed  it, 
but  Colonel  Bailey  was  so  sanguine  of  success  that  I  requested 
General  Banks  to  have  it  done,  and  he  entered  heartily  in  the  work. 
Provisions  were  short  and  forage  was  almost  out,  and  the  dam  was 
promised  to  be  finished  in  10  days  or  the  army  would  have  to  leave  us. 
I  was  doubtful  about  the  time,  but  had  no  doubt,  about  the  ultimate 
success  if  time  would  only  permit.  General  Banks  placed  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  Colonel  Bailey  all  the  force  he  required,  consisting  of  some 
3,000  men  and  200  or  300  wagons.  All  the  neighboring  steam  mills 
were  torn  down  for  material,  two  or  three  regiments  of  Maine  men 
were  set  to  work  felling  trees  and,  on  the  second  clay  after  my  arrival 
in  Alexandria  from  Grand  Ecore,  the  work  had  fairly  begun.  Trees 
were  falling  with  great  rapidity,  teams  were  moving  in  all  direc¬ 
tions  bringing  in  brick  and  stone,  quarries  were  opened,  flatboats  were 
built  to  bring  stone  down  from  above,  and  every  man  seemed  to  be 
working  with  a  vigor  I  have  seldom  seen  equaled,  while,  perhaps, 
not  one  in  fifty  believed  in  the  success  of  the  undertaking.  These 
falls  are  about  a  mile  in  length,  filled,  with  rugged  rocks,  over  which 
at  the  present  stage  of  water  it  seemed  to  be  impossible  to  make  a 
channel. 

The  work  was  commenced  by  running  out  from  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  a  tree  dam,  made  of  the  bodies  of  very  large  trees,  brush,  brick, 
find,  stone,  cross  tied  with  other  heavy  timber,  and  strengthened  in 


Section  of  Red  River  Dam. 


Section  of  Red  River  Dam. 
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every  way  which  ingenuity  could  devise.  This  was  run  out  about  300 
feet  into  the  river,  four  large  coal  barges  were  then  filled  with  brick 
and  sunk  at  the  end  of  it.  From  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  cribs 
filled  with  stone  were  built  out  to  meet  the  barges,  all  of  which  was 
successfully  accomplished,  notwithstanding  there  was  a  current  run¬ 
ning  of  9  miles  an  hour,  which  threatened  to  sweep  everything  before 
it.  It  will  take  too  much  time  to  enter  into  the  details  of  this  truly 
wonderful  work;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  dam  had  nearly  reached 
completion  in  eight  days’  working  time,  and  the  water  had  risen 
sufficiently  on  the  upper  falls  to  allow  the  Fort  Hindman ,  Osage,  and 
Neosho  to  get  down  and  be  ready  to  pass  the  dam.  In  another  day 
it  would  have  been  high  enough  to  enable  all  the  other  vessels  to  pass 
the  upper  falls.  Unfortunately,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant, 
the  pressure  of  water  became  so  great  that  it  swept  away  two  of  the 
stone  barges,  which  swung  in  below  the  dam  on  one  side.  Seeing  this 
unfortunate  accident  I  jumped  on  a  horse  and  rocle  up  to  where  the 
upper  vessels  were  anchored,  and  ordered  the  Lexington  to  pass  the 
upper  falls  if  possible,  and  immediately  attempt  to  go  through  the 
dam.  I  thought  I  might  be  able  to  save  the  four  vessels  below,  not 
knowing  whether  the  persons  employed  on  the  work  would  ever  have 
the  heart  to  renew  their  enterprise. 

The  Lexington  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  upper  falls  just  m 
time,  the  water  rapidly  falling 'as  she  was  passing  over.  She  then 
steered  directly  for  the'  opening  in  the  dam,  through  which  the  water 
Avas  rushing  so  furiously  that  it  seemed  as  if  nothing  but  destruction 
awaited  her.  Thousands  of  beating  hearts  looked  on  anxious  for  the 
result;  the  silence  was  so  great  as  the  Lexington  approached  the  dam 
that  a  pin  might  almost  be  heard  to  fall.  She  entered  the  gap  with 
a  full  head  of  steam  on,  pitched  down  the  roaring  torrent,  made  two 
or  three  spasmodic  rolls,  hung  for  a  moment  on  the  rocks  below,  was 
then  swept  into  deep  water  by  the  current  and  rounded  to,  safely 


into  the  bank.  .  _  „  .  .  .  .  , 

Thirty  thousand  voices  rose  in  one  deafening  cheer,  and  universal 

joy  seemed  to  pervade  the  face  of  every  man  present. 

The  Neosho  followed  next,  all  her  hatches  battened  down  and 
every  precaution  taken  against  accident.  She  did  not  fare  as  well 
as  the  Lexington ,  her  pilot  having  become  frightened  as  he  ap¬ 
proached  the'  abyss,  and  stopped  her  engine,  when  I  particularly 
ordered  a  full  head  of  steam  to  be  carried;  the  result  was  that  for  a 
moment  her  hull  disappeared  from  sight  under  the  water.  Fvery 
one  thought  she  was  lost.  She  rose,  however,  swept  along  over  the 
rocks  with  the  current,  and  fortunately  escaped  with  only  one  hole 
in  her  bottom,  which  was  stopped  m  the  course  of  an  hour.  I  he 
Hindman  and  Osage  both  came  through  beautifully  without  touching 
a  thins:  and  I  thought  if  I  was  only  fortunate  enough  to  get  my 
large  vessels  as  well  over  the  falls,  my  fleet  once  more  would  do  good 

service  on  the  Mississippi.  .  n  ,  ,  -n  m 

The  accident  to  the  dam,  instead  of  disheartening  Colonel  Bailey, 
only  induced  him  to  renew  his  exertions,  after  he  had  seen  the  success 

of  getting  four  vessels  through.  42  +  •  1  + 

The  noble-hearted  soldiers,  seeing  their  labor  of  the  last  eight  days 
swept  awav  in  a  moment,  cheerfully  went  to  work  to  repair  damages, 
being  confident  now  that  all  the  gunboats  would  be  finally  brought 
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over.  These  men  had  been  working  for  eight  days  and  nights  up  to 
their  necks  in  water  in  the  broiling  sun,  cutting  trees  and  wheeling 
bricks,  and  nothing  but  good  humor  prevailed  amongst  them.  On 
the  whole,  it  was  very  fortunate  the  dam  was  carried  away,  as  the 
two  barges  that  were  swept  away  from  the  center,  swung  around 
against  some  rocks  on  the  left  and  made  a  fine  cushion  for  the  vessels, 
and  prevented  them,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  from  running  on  cer¬ 
tain  destruction. 

The  force  of  the  water  and  the  current  being  too  great  to  construct 
a  continuous  dam  of  600  feet  across  the  river  in  so  short  a  time. 
Colonel  Bailey  determined  to  leave  a  gap  of  55  feet  in  the  dam  and 
build  a  series  of  wing  dams  on  the  upper  falls.  This  was  accom¬ 
plished  in  three  clays’  time,  and  on  the  11th  instant  the  Mound  City , 
Carondelet ,  and  Pittsburg  came  over  the  upper  falls,  a  good  deal  of 
labor  having  been  expended  in  hauling  them  through,  the  channel 
being  very  crooked,  scarcely  wide  enough  for  them.  Next  day  the 
Ozark ,  Louisville ,  Chillicothe ,  and  two  tugs  also  succeeded  in  cross¬ 
ing  the  upper  falls. 

Immediately  afterwards  the  Mound  City ,  Carondelet ,  and  Pitts¬ 
burg  started  in  succession  to  pass  the  dam,  all  their  hatches  battened 
down  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  accident. 

The  passage  of  these  vessels  was  a  most  beautiful  sight,  only  to  be 
realized  when  seen.  They  passed  over  without  an  accident  "except 
the  unshipping  of  one  or  two  rudders.  This  was  witnessed  by  all 
the  troops,  and  the  vessels  were  heartily  cheered  when  they  passed 
over.  Next  morning  at  10  o’clock  the  Louisville ,  Chillicothe ,  Ozark , 
and  two  tugs  passed  over  without  any  accident,  except  the  loss  of  a 
man  who  was  swept  off  the  deck  of  one  of  the  tugs.  By  3  o’clock 
that  afternoon  the  vessels  were  all  coaled,  ammunition  replaced,  and 
all  steamed  down  the  river,  with  the  convoy  of  transports  in  com¬ 
pany A  good  deal  of  difficulty  was  anticipated  in  getting  over  the 
bars  in  lower  Red  River,  depth  of  water  reported  only  5*Teet,  gun¬ 
boats  were  drawing  6.  Providentially  we  had  a  rise  from  the  back¬ 
water  of  the  Mississippi,  that  river  being  very  high  at  that  time,  the 
backwater  extending  to  Alexandria,  150  miles  distant,  enabling  us  to 
pass  all  the  bars  and  obstructions  with  safety. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  the  admiration  I  feel  for  the 
abilities  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey.  This  is  without  doubt  the 
best  engineering  feat  ever  performed.  Under  the  best  circumstances 
a  prn  ate  company  would  not  have  completed  this  work  under  one 
year,  and  to  an  ordinary  mind  the  whole  thing  would  have  appeared 
an  utter  impossibility.  Leaving  out  his  abilities  as  an  engineer, 
the  credit  he  has  conferred  upon  the  countrv,  he  has  saved  to  the 
Unmn  a  valuable  fleet,  worth  nearly  $2,000,000;  more,  he  has  de¬ 
prived  the  enemy  of  a  triumph  which  would  have  emboldened  them 
to  carry  on  this  war  a  year  or  two  longer,  for  the  intended  departure 
of  the  army  was  a  fixed  fact,  and  there  was  nothing  left  for  me 
to  do  m  case  that  event  occurred  but  destroy  every  part  of  the  ves¬ 
sels,  so  that  the  rebels  could  make  nothing  of  them  The  hi<diest 
honors  the  Government  can  bestow  on  Colonel  Bailey  can  never 
repay  him  for  the  service  he  has  rendered  the  country. 

To  General  Banks  personally  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  happv 
maimer  in  which  he  has  forwarded,  this  enterprise^  giving  it  his 
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whole  attention  night  and  day,  scarcely  sleeping  while  the  work 
was  going  on,  tending  personally  to  see  that  all  the  requirements  of 
Colonel  Bailey  were  complied  with  on  the  instant. 

I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was  a  case  where  such  difficulties  were 
ov  ercome  in  such  a  short  space  of  time  and  without  any  preparation. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  names  of  some  of  the  persons  engaged 
on  this  work,  as  I  think  that  credit  should  be  given  to  every  man 
employed  on  it.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  names  of  all,  but  sincerely 
trust  that  General  Banks  will  do  full  justice  to  every  officer  engaged 
in  this  undertaking  when  he  makes  his  report.  I  only  regret  that 
time  did  not  enable  me  to  get  the  names  of  all  concerned. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  most  prominent  persons : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [U.  B.]  Pearsall,  assistant. 

Colonel  C.  C.  Dwight,  acting  assistant  inspector-general. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  B.  Kinsey,  One  hundred  and  sixty-first 
New  York  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [Thomas  H.]  Hubbard,  Thirtieth  Maine  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

Major  Sentell,  provost-marshal,  and  Lieutenant  John  J.  William¬ 
son,  ordnance  officer. 

The  following  were  a  portion  of  the  regiments  employed  : 

Twenty-ninth  Maine,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Emer¬ 
son. 

One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel 
George  M.  Love. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New  York,  commanded  by  Captain 
Prentice. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-third  New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Currie. 

The  engineer  regiment  and  officers  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps 
were  also  employed.  I  feel  that  I  have  done  but  feeble  justice  to  the 
work  or  the  persons  engaged  in  it.  Being  severely  indisposed,  I 
feel  myself  unable  to  go  into  further  details.  I  trust  some  future 
historian  will  treat  this  matter  as  it  deserves  to  be  treated,  because 
it  is  a  subject  in  which  the  whole  country  should  feel  an  interest, 
and  the  noble  men  who  succeeded  so  admirably  in  this  arduous  task 
should  not  lose  one  atom  of  credit  so  justly  due  them. 

The  Mississippi  Squadron  will  never  forget  the  obligation  it  is 
under  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer  of  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

Previous  to  passing  the  vessels  over  the  falls  I  had  nearly  all  the 
guns,  ammunition,  provisions,  chain  cables,  anchors,  and  everything 
that  could  affect  their  draft  taken  out  of  them. 

The  commanders  were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  object  before  them,  and  a  happier  set  of  men  were  never 
seen  than  when  their  vessels  were  once  more  in  fighting  trim. 

If  this  expedition  has  not  been  so  successful  as  the  country  hoped 
for,  it  has  exhibited  the  indomitable  spirit  of  Eastern  and  Western 
men  to  overcome  obstacles  deemed  by  most  people  insurmountable. 

It  has  presented  a  new  feature  in  the  war,  nothing  like  which  has 
ever  been  acomplished  before. 
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I  regret  to  inform  you,  amongst  the  misfortunes  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  of  the  loss  of  two  small  light-draft  gunboats,  the  Signal  and 
Covington.  I  sent  them  down  from  Alexandria  to  convoy  a  quarter¬ 
master’s  boat,  the  Warner,  loaded  with  cotton  and  some  400  troops 
on  board,  not  knowing  that  the  enemy  had  any  artillery  on  the  river 
below  us  or  anything  more  than  wandering  gangs  of  guerrillas 
armed  with  muskets,  which  these  vessels  were  competent  to  drive  off. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  rebels  were  enabled  to  pass  our  ad¬ 
vance  force  at  night  with  6,000  men  and  some  25  pieces  of  artillery. 
With  these  they  established  a  series  of  batteries  at  a  place  called 
Dunn’s  Bayou,  30  miles  below  Alexandria,  a  very  commanding  posi¬ 
tion.  These  batteries  were  so  masked  that  they  could  not  be  seen  in 
passing,  even  by  the  closest  observation. 

The  first,  notice  the  vessels  received  of  the  battery  was  a  furious 
fire  which  opened  on  the  quartermaster’s  boat,  the  Warner,  piercing 
her  boilers  and  completely  disabling  her.  At  the  same  time  6,000 
infantry  opened  with  musketry,  killing  and  wounding  half  the  sol¬ 
diers  on  this  vessel.  She  drifted  into  the  opposite  bank,  where  a 
number  managed  to  make  their  escape  in  the  bushes,  though  many 
were  killed  in  attempting  to  do  so. 

The  Signal  and  Covington  immediately  rounded  to  and  opened 
their  guns  on  the  batteries  and  pushed  up,  endeavoring  to  rescue  the 
Warner  from  her  perilous  position.  They  had,  however,  as  much 
as  they  could  do  to  take  care  of  themselves,  the  cross  fire  of  the 
three  batteries  cutting  them  up  in  a  terrible  manner.  Their  steam 
pipes  were  soon  cut  and  their  boilers  perforated  with  shot,  not¬ 
withstanding  which  they  fought  the  batteries  for  five  long  hours, 
the  vessels  being  cut  all  to  pieces  and  many  killed  and  wounded  on 
board. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  P.  Lord,  commanding  the 
Covington ,  having  expended  all  his  shot,  spiked  his  guns,  set  fire 
to  his. vessel,  and  escaped  with  what  was  left  of  his  crew  to  the  shore, 
and  his  vessel  blew  up. 

The  Signal ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Morgan,  still 
fought  her  guns  for  half  an  hour  after  the  destruction  of  the  Cov¬ 
ington.  He  found  it  impossible  to  destroy  his  vessel  by  burning, 
her  decks  being  covered  with  wounded,  and  humanity  forbade  him 
sacrificing  the  lives  of  the  noble  fellows  who  had  defended  their 
vessel  so  gallantly. 

He  gave  permission  to  all  those  who  wished  to  escape  to  do  so. 
Some  of  them  attempted  to  get  off  by  climbing  up  the  bank ;  manv 
were  killed  while  doing  so  by  the  murderous  fire  of  musketry  poured 
in  from  the  opposite  side. 

The  captain  remained  by  the  vessel  and  was  captured,  if  he  re¬ 
mained  alive,  but  I  have  no  information  regarding  him.  The  rebels 
took  the  guns  off  of  her  and,  placing  her  across  the  channel  as  an 
obstruction,  sunk  her. 

General  Banks,  on  hearing  the  news,  sent  out  cavalry  to  hunt  for 
the  unfortunate  men,  many  of  whom  were  picked  up  and  brought 
into  Alexandria.  A  number  escaped  down  river  and  went  aboard 
some  light-draft  gunboats  that  were  coming  up  at  the  time  to  the 
scene  of  action,  but  were  driven  back  by  the  superior  artillery  of  the 
enemy. 
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I  fesl  very  much  for  the  poor  fellows  who  fell  into  the  rebels5 
hands,  as  the  latter  have  been  very  merciless  to  some  of  the  prisoners 
they  have  taken,  and  committed  outrages  at  which  humanity 
shudders. 

The  vessels  will  all  return  to  their  stations  in  a  few  days,  as 
there  is  no  prospect  under  present  circumstances  of  renewing*  opera¬ 
tions  in  this  part  of  Louisiana,  the  season  having  passed  for  operating 
with  any  chance  of  success. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  rebel  guerrillas  have  become  quite 
troublesome  on  the  Mississippi  since  I  left,  all  of  which  will  be 
rectified  within  the  coming  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C . 


Letter  from  E.ear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army, 
requesting-  that  tlie  hauling  of  ammunition  continue  and  regarding  the  light¬ 
ening  of  the  vessels  to  pass  the  falls. 

Mississippi  Sqltadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Alexandria ,  May  9 ,  186 A 

General:  Will  you  permit  the  wagons  that  are  hauling  ammuni¬ 
tion  from  above  to  work  all  night?  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  the 
guns  down,  because  the  bridge  will  not  bear  them.  I  am  taking  out 
the  8-inch  guns  and  32-pounders,  which  are  old  guns  and  which  I 
intended  to  condemn,  and  will  burst  them  all.  I  am  also  taking  the 
iron  off,  and  the  vessels  then  will  be  as  light  as  they  can  be  made, 
and  quite  light  enough  to  come  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  drrviral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
acceding  to  request  regarding  hauling  of  ammunition. 

Headquarters  Department  of  tile  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  9,  186 A 

Admiral:  Your  note  asking  for  teams  to  continue  at  work  bringing 
down  ammunition  during  the  night  has  been  received.  The  teams 
have  been  ordered  as  you  desire. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

M  a)  or -General,  C  ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  9, 1 86 4 — -1  a.  m. 

Colonel  Bailey  informs  me  that  the  water  has  risen  upon  the  dam  2 
feet  since  sundown  and  is  still  rising.  It  is  impossible  to  say  how 
long  the  dam  may  stand  the  effects  of  a  continued  rise.  The  pressure 
is  terrific.  The  boats  of  the  fleet  above  ought  to  be  put  in  readiness 
at  once  to  take  advantage  of  high  water.  I  have  been  up  to  the  fleet 
this  morning,  and  found  everything  so  quiet  and  still  that  I  feared 
that  there  might  be  unnecessary  delay  in  the  movements  in  the 
morning,  and  ask  your  attention  to  it. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  C ommanding . 

Admiral  Porter. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  Navy, 
urging  the  immediate  passage  of  the  gunboats  over  the  falls. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  9 ,  186 A 

Admiral:  Colonel  Bailey  informs  me  that  the  river  is  within 
6  inches  of  its  height  last  evening  and  is  rising.  There  is  a  space  of 
20  feet  or  more  between  the  tree  dam  and  the  barge,  which,  when 
filled,  will  raise  the  water  from  6  to  10  inches,  giving,  we  think,  suffi¬ 
cient  depth  for  the  passage  of  the  boats.  Every  exertion  ought  to  be 
made  to  get  them  ready  to-night,  so  that  they  may  pass  the  falls 
to-morrow. 

.  I  regret  to  say  that  our  forage  is  so  reduced  that  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  remain  here  longer  without  imperiling  the  safety  of 
the  animals  attached  to  the  trains  and  the  artillery.  We  have  ex¬ 
hausted  the  country,  and  with  the  march  that  is  before  us  it  will  be 
perilous  to  remain  more  than  another  day. 

Colonel  Bailey  thinks  that  the  water  can  be  raised  to  the  greatest 
height  which  it  will  attain  at  any  hour  when  the  gunboats  may  be 
ready  for  their  passage.  He  does  not  want  to  accumulate  the  water 
until  then,  because  a  continued  pressure  is  more  dangerous  to  the 
safety  of  the  dam  than  that  of  the  weight  of  the  water  alone. 

I  hope  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  get  the  boats  in  readiness  for 
the  passage  to-morrow.  Lieutenant  Beebe  informs  me  that  his  ar¬ 
rangements  are  complete  for  the  removal  of  the  heavy  guns  to  the 
bridge  and  below  as  soon  as  they  are  placed  on  shore.  The  detail  of 
trains  has  been  changed  so  that  thev  will  continue  to  work  durino-  the 
night.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General.  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C  ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Alexandria ,  La. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army 
requesting  assistance  in  the  transportation  of  guns  and  ammunition. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  May  9, 1864. 

General:  I  have  given  orders  to  the  commanders  of  all  the  boats 
above  to  get  their  guns  and  all  extra  weight  off  of  them  without 
delay.  Will  you  oblige  me  by  ordering  either  sling  carts  or  heavy 
siege  carriages  to  transport  the  guns  down  here,  and  also  some 
wagons  for  the  ammunition  and  other  heavy  weight.  The  boats 
above  the  falls  will  be  ready  for  the  carts  about  1  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Beebe,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  readiness  for  removal  of  guns. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria,  La.,  May  9, 186 4. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  made  every  ar¬ 
rangement  to  sling  and  move  such  guns  as  you  may  land  from  the 
fleet  to  any  point  below  the  pontoon  bridge  you  may  designate.  I 
will  commence  to  move  them  the  moment  I  am  informed  of  their 
being  landed. 

Should  you  wish  them  taken  ashore  this  evening,  and  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me  of  the  fact,  I  will  commence  transporting 
them  at  once. 

A  light-draft  boat  is  at  present  waiting  for  the  guns  above  the 
Bayou  Rapides. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  S.  Beebe, 

1st  Lieutenant  Ordnance  and  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

[Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Carondelet,  regarding  the  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  the  passage  of  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Red  River,  May  9,  186 1^. 

Sir:  We  are  now  exactly  in  the  channel  at  the  head  of  the  falls 
with  about  4  inches  more  water  than  when  we  grounded.  Our  lines 
are  so  placed  that  we  can  have  no  difficulty  in  dropping  through 
when  we  have  sufficient  water,  about  4  inches  more.  I  have  just 
got  a  line  up  from  the  dam  and  will  go  immediately  to  work  to 
force  over,  if  possible,  at  once.  We  are  no  farther  down  than  when 
you  were  up  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant- C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Chilli- 
cothe,  regarding  the  passing  of  instructions  to  commanding  officers,  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  passage  of  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Ciiillicothe, 

May  9 , 186 If.— 11  p.  m. 

Sir  :  Two  letters  wTere  received  from  you  this  evening.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  assembled  the  commanding  officers  and  gave  them  your  instruc¬ 
tions. 

In  reply  to  your  question  how  am  I  getting  on,  I  can  say  very  well. 
By  hooking  the  bows  and  sides,  before  evening,  the  ChiUicothe’s 
draft  was  4  feet  10  inches  forward,  3  feet  7  inches  aft.  I  am  induced, 
however,  to  believe  that  her  actual  draft  is  a  few  inches  over  5  feet 
under  turret.  X  am  anchored  in  the  stream  just  above  falls,  and  will, 
if  there  is  not  a  decrease  of  water,  start  down  very  early. 

The  vessels  have  been  industrious  in  discharging  ammunition, 
stores,  etc.,  and  most  of  them  wdll  have  plates  loosened  by  midnight. 

They  believed  their  drafts  would  be — Louisville ,  6  feet  6  inches; 
Mound  City  and  Pittsburg ,  the  same;  Carondelet ,  6  feet  1  inch  for¬ 
ward,  5  feet  8  inches  aft.  Ozark  think  would,  without  plating,  draw 
5  feet  8  inches ;  draws  now  6  feet. 


Have  just  received  your  letter  saying  Lieutenant  Beebe,  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  is  prepared  to  take  the  guns  away  and  that 
we  are  not  to  blow  them  up. 

Yerv  respectfully,  Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  L .  S.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  McMillan,  U.  S.  Army,  naming  the  military  details 

at  the  dam. 


Headquarters  1st  Division,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  9, 186 Jj. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  relation  to 
details  from  this  division  at  the  dam : 

Twenty-ninth  Maine,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Emerson,  April  30,  1864 
h  ive  companies  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Higgins,  commanding.  May  4,  1864. 

n  ^  wr6  ^omPan'es  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York,  Colonel 
'T-  '  Y? ve’  commanding,  on  picket  duty,  covering  the  working 

parties,  May  5,  1864.  b 

One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New  York,  Captain  Prentice,  com¬ 
manding,  May  9.  1864.  ’ 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Kinsey,  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  TNew 
York],  May  6,  1864.  L 

Lieutenant  Fairchild,  aid-de-camp,  First  Brigade,  May  6,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hubbard,  Thirtieth  Maine,  May  9.  1864 
Respectfully  submitted. 


James  W.  McMillan, 

~  Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Jb .  8>peed,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  19th ,  Army  Corps. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Keene, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Naiad. 

U.  S.  S.  [Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  10 ,  \_1861f\. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  up  Red  River  and  report  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Choc¬ 
taw ,  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding. 
Acting  Master  H.  T.  Keene, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ncdad ,  Mouth  Red  River ,  La. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Beebe,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  removal  of  guns  from  the  steamer  Mittie  Stevens. 

Headquarters  Department  or  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  May  10 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  a  working 
party  to  the  boat  Mittie  Stevens ,  to  land  the  three  guns  already  on 
her  at  such  point  as  you  may  designate. 

The  captain  of  the  Mittie  Stevens  has  orders  to  move  on  the  arrival 
of  the  working  party,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  them.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  pontoon  bridge  also  has 
orders  to  open  the  bridge  for  her  to  pass  down  and  return. 

I  hope  by  daylight  to  have  the  remaining  8-inch  guns  waiting  at 
the  bayou,  and  would  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  the  guns  be 
landed  and  the  boat  returned  to  her  present  position  by  daylight,  if 
possible,  to  receive  the  remaining  four  guns. 

Would  you  also  be  kind  enough  to  have  a  fresh  party  with  the 
necessary  tackle  at  the  bayou  at  daylight  in  order  to  put  the  remain¬ 
ing  guns  on  board  the  Stevens ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  S.  Beebe, 

1st  Lieutenant ,  Ordnance  Department,  TJ .  S.  Army. 

Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Thomas, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  for  delivery  of  dispatch  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S. 
Navy. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  11,  \186Jf\- 
Sir  :  Proceed  up  the  river  until  you  fall  in  with  the  Benton ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Greer,  and  hand  to  him  the  enclosed  dispatch. 
Return  without  delay  to  this  place  after  accomplishing  the  above. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 
LAeutenant-  C  ommander. 

Acting  Ensign  Lloyd  Thomas, 

Commanding  Robb. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  11, 1864- 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  essential  that  the  Benton  should  be  here  as  soon  as 
possible.  You  will,  therefore,  upon  receipt  of  this,  join  me  at  this 
place  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese. 

Lieutenant- C  ommander. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Benton. 


letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
giving  assurances  of  the  successful  passage  of  the  fleet  within  a  few  days. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Of  Alexandria ,  La.,  May  11,  I864. 

General  :  Colonel  Wilson  called  to  see  me  this  morning  and  seemed 
to  think  the  navy  were  relaxing  their  exertions  above.  There  is 
really  nothing  that  can  be  done  to  the  C arondelet  until  the  water 
rises.  The  channel  in  which  she  lies  is  a  cut  channel,  in  the  shape  of 
an  S,  and  when  the  bottom  of  a  vessel  is  wedged  in  it  there  is  no  use 
attempting  to  haul  her  through.  Only  water  can  help  us,  and  we 
want  but  1  foot  of  that  to  get  every  vessel  through.  It  would  be 
paying  a  very  poor  compliment  to  Colonel  Bailey  to  suppose  him 
incapable  of  supplying  the  desired  quantity  in  one  or  two  days.  I  am 
as  anxious  as  yourself  to  see  the  vessels  all  through,  and  though  I 
have  every  confidence  in  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  officers  in  com¬ 
mand,  I  would  give  all  my  personal  attention  up  there,  but  am  laid 
up  with  a  complaint  that  perfectly  prostrates  me  when  I  ride  on 
horseback  or  move  about.  Still,  I  know  every  hour  what  is  going  on, 
and  give  directions  accordingly. 

Don’t  suppose  because  the  vessels  seem  quiet  that  nothing  is  being 
done;  everything  is  being  done  that  can  be.  I  hope  you  will  look 
this  matter  patiently  in  the  face.  I  am  sure  that  Colonel  Bailey  will 
have  every  vessel  through  in  two  days,  and  though  you  are  pressed 
for  forage,  two  days  will  really  amount  to  nothing,  and  any  loss  we 
might  sustain  in  horses  up  to  that  time  would  be  nothing  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  loss  of  one  of  those  vessels.  If  we  have  met  with  reverses 
above,  the  rescue  of  this  fleet,  from  its  peculiar  position  will  redeem 
the  past.  You  must  have  seen  the  tendency  of  the  Northern  press 
to  cavil  at  our  movements  out  here,  and  they  can  not  help  but  admit, 
if  we  succeed,  that  amidst  our  trouble,  the  best  piece  of  engineering 
ever  performed  in  the  same  space  of  time  has  been  accomplished 
under  difficulties,  the  rebels  deemed  insurmountable.  Now,  general, 
I  really  see  nothing  that  should  make  us  despond.  You  have  a  fine 
army,  and  I  shall  have  a  strong  fleet  of  gunboats  to  drive  away  an 
inferior  force  in  our  front.  We  can,  by  making  a  united  effort,  open 
the  river  when  we  please.  I  feel  that  the  country  is  so  abundant  in 
grass  and  clover  just  now  that  there  can  be  no  real  danger  to  the 
stock. 
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I  feel  that  jou  are  extremely  anxious  to  move;  so  I  am  to  get  the 
boats  doAATn,  and  I  am  sure  you  Avill  agree  [with]  me  when  I  say  that 
there  would  be  tremendous  excitement  throughout  the  country  if  the 
vessels  are  not  all  brought  OA’er,  which  will  certainly  be  done  with 
8  inches  more  of  water,  which  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting. 
The  water  is  rising  m  the  river  below  (the  backwater  from  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  which  extends  noAv  to  this  place),  the  water  rising  here. 
I  hope,  sii,  von  Avill  not  let  anything  divert  you  from  the  attempt  to 
get  these  vessels  all  through  safely,  even  if  Ave  have  to  stay  here  and 
eat  mule  meat.  There  are  some  here  who  would  not  care  if  gunboats, 
horses,  and  eA^erything  are  left  behind,  as  long  as  they  could  get 
away,  but  as  they  have  none  of  the  responsibilities  resting  on  your 
shoulders  and  on  mine,  I  hope  they  may  not  meet  with  any  attention. 
I  feel  that  we  are  doing  a  splendid  thing,  and  I  Avant  to  see  it  carried 
through  without  an  accident  to  a  single  vessel.  Please  excuse  my 
long  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  X.  P.  Banks, 

Gomdg.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf ,  Alexandria ,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
stating  his  intention  to  protect  the  vessels  till  released. 

Alexandria,  May  11,  186 1^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this 
morning.  I  have  never  entertained  for  a  moment  the  thought  of 
abandoning  any  portion  of  the  fleet,  and  my  only  anxiety  is  not  to 
move  from  this  post,  but  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  expedite  the 
release  of  the  \Tessels.  Our  men  are  at  Avork  very  hard,  many  of 
them  (as  last  night,  for  instance)  in  the  water  the  whole  night. 
They  have  been  thus  employed  noAv  for  nearly  two  weeks,  night  and 
day,  and  they  complained  very  bitterly  Avhen  the  men  of  the  navy 
appeared  to  be  doing  nothing  to  effect  the  release  of  their  own  ships. 
It  was  on  account  of  complaints  of  this  character  that  I  requested 
Colonel  Wilson  to  Avait  on  you  this  morning.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  there  may  be  persons  connected  with  the  army  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  only  for  their  own  Avelfare,  and  care  but  little  for  the  interests 
of  the  Government;  but  you  may  be  assured  that  such  consideration 
will  not  influence  in  any  respect  whatever  the  command  of  the  army. 

We  shall  not  leave  this  post  until,  the  vessels  are  released.  Thus 
far  the  representations  to  the  Northern  press  are  most  likely  made 
by  men  Avho  ran  away  from  the  scene  of  action.  When  men  fail  to 
do  their  duty  they  are  most  anxious  to  justify  it  by  partial  represen¬ 
tations  of  facts.  Do  not  entertain  anjr  doubt  at  all  that,  when  the 
country  understands  the  truth  in  regard  to  this  expedition,  whatever 
regrets  they  may  feel  as  to  its  results,  they  will  not  cast  serious  re¬ 
proach  upon  any  person  connected  with  it;  but  eA^en  should  it  be 
otherAvise,  it  will  not  disturb  me.  I  appreciate  the  magnitude  as 
well  as  the  importance  of  the  labor  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
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and  doubt  not  its  entire  success.  No  efforts  of  mine  shall  be  wanting 
to  produce  that  result.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  by  the  Secretary’s 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  you  inclosed  to  me  last  night,  that  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  General  Smith’s  forces  on  this  line  beyond  the  time  when  he 
supposed  he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  us  has  been  approved. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

M ajor-  (General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Porter. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Carondelet,  regarding  operations  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  vessels 

over  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Red  River,  May  11, 1864 • 

Sir:  I  am  getting  spars  in  place  and  shall  use  them  at  once. 
Colonel  Bailey  will  haul  our  stern  out  with  a  windlass  from  the  right 
bank  of  the  river.  I  would  suggest  that  one  of  the  other  vessels 
drop  down,  if  the  Mound  City  gets  through,  until  nearly  to  the 
stern  of  this  vessel,  which  will  make  dead  water  on  our  starboard 
quarter  and  enable  us  to  haul  the  easier.  I  don’t  think  the  Mound, 
City  has  any  prospect  of  getting  past  us  with  the  present  depth  of 
water.  We  can  tell  in  a  couple  of  hours.  We  can  go  no  farther  on 
the  rocks,  as  I  have  run  all  the  guns  over  on  our  port  side  to  keep 
her  from  sliding  up ;  this  and  the  spars  will  hold  us. 

I  think  the  Mound,  City  will  have  to  go  ahead  her  length  to  let 
us  out,  and  then  both  vessels  can  go  through.  She  is  now  lying 
alongside  of  us,  and  I  think  the  farther  she  goes  astern  the  more 
she  will  wedge  in.  T  will  send  word  down  at  12  o’clock  how  we  set 
along. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 
Lieutenant-  Common  d er,  V .  S.  Nary. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Louis¬ 
ville,  regarding  operations  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  vessels  over  the 
falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville,  May  11,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Mound  City  has  succeeded  in  getting  abreast  of  the 
Carondelet.  There  is  plenty  of  water  all  around  her,  but  she  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  aground  somewhere  about  midships.  The  water  is  rising 
at  the  rate  of  2  inches  in  six  hours.  Before  all  the  boats  are  over 
more  lines  (6-inch)  will  be  required,  as  vessels  are  obliged  to  let 
go  at  the  right  moment,  and,  although  buoyed,  the  bottom  is  so 
rocky  and  the  current  so  strong  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  get 
the  lines  only  in  pieces.  The  Pittsburg  will  go  through  next.  The 
Ozark  is  now  lightened  up  to  5  feet.  The  channel  is  yet  too  narrow 
for  her.  Mr.  Robert’s  house  was  burned  down  by  soldiers,  who 
state  they  were  ordered  to  do  so,  I  had  a  picket  there  all  yesterday 
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and  last  night  and  to-day  until  I  dropped  down.  1  was  just  about 
sending  another  when  the  flames  burst  out. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Iv.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  have  yet  19,000  pounds  of  shell  on  board.  I  should  like 
to  take  all  or  a  portion  off.  The  following  are  the  several  kinds: 
50  100-pounder  Parrott  shell,  80  9-inch  shell,  45  9-inch  shrapnel. 
42  30-pounder  Parrott  shot,- 145  30-pounder  Parrott  shell. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S. 

Mound  City,  regarding  the  movement  of  that  vessel  over  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Mound  City — 12  a.  m. 

Admiral:  We  started  the  Mound  City  this  forenoon  a  length  and 
a  half.  We  shall  have  her  over  all  right,  I  hope,  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon.  The  Carondelet  is  all  afloat  only  waiting  for  the  former 
to  get  down.  The  channel  is  very  lumpy,  which  makes  the  delay. 

Everything  looks  encouraging  to  get  three  of  the  “  turtles  ”  over 
before  8  p.  m.  Water  still  rising  slowly. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  grounding 

of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

U.  S.  S.  Mound  City, 
Tuesday  afternoon.  [ Not  dated.'] 

Admiral:  The  Carondelet  took  a  fine  start  this  morning,  but  had 
no  checking  line  and  has  gone  fast  on  the  left-hand  reef.  She  has 
only  5  feet  6  inches,  for  20  abaft  her  bow.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to 
get  her  off  before  to-morrow. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  all  of  the  turtles  can  go  over  and  touch  the 
Carondelet  but  very  slightly  if  at  all. 

I  think  that  it  will  be  decidedly  the  best  plan  to  let  them  go  over, 
as  time  will  be  saved  by  it. 

The  Mound  City  is  in  a  very  favorable  position  to  go  over,  awaiting 
your  orders.  Water  rising  very  slowly. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

( f  onymanding  Mississippi  Squadron , 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Mound  City,  giving  the  opinion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  regarding  an  additional  crib  for  the  dam. 

U.  S.  S.  Mound  City,  May  11,  186 4 — 8.30  a.  m. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  morning  in  regard  to  putting- 
in  another  crib  to  the  dam  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  I  would 
beg  leave  to  state  that,  having  consulted  Colonel  Bailey  as  to  the 
expediency  of  filling  in  the  open  space,  he  informed  me  that  it  would 
be  preferable  to  leave  it  open  at  present,  as  the  water  on  the  falls 
above  was  rising  and  that  by  obstructing  it,  it  would  necessarily 
weaken  and  probably  undermine  other  parts  of  the  work. 

The  water  has  risen  3  inches  on  the  upper  falls  during  the  night 
and  is  still  rising  fast. 

The  Carondelet ,  judging  from  present  appearances,  will  be  over  in 
two  hours  or  perhaps  in  less  time. 

The  work  on  the  wing  dams  is  progressing  rapidly  and  everything 
is  being  done  to  expedite  our  passage. 

I  have  held  a  consultation  with  Captain  Owen  this  morning,  and 
we  both  consider  that  running  bow  downstream  instead  of  stern 
foremost  will  be  the  best  way,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  use  our  hawsers, 
tackles,  lines,  etc.,  to  better  advantage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Langthorne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Carondelet,  regarding  operations  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  vessels 
over  the  falls. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Red  River ,  May  11,  186 A  ' 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communica¬ 
tion  of  this  morning  in  relation  to  your  orders  not  being  carried  out 
with  regard  to  placing  two  steamers  above  this  vessel,  etc. 

The  order  which  you  gave  yesterday  was  given  to  Captain  Hoel, 
of  the  Pittsburg,  and  Captain  Owen,  of  the  Louisville.  (I  did  not 
understand  you  to  say  anything  about  working  the  wheels  of  these 
steamers,  but  to  place  them  so  that  they  would  throw  the  water  in 
the  channel  by  wing-damming  it.) 

The  Louisville  had  no  steam  up,  and  Captain  Owen  sent  iip  an 
order  to  the  Mound  City  to  take  her  place.  The  Pittsburg  did  take 
her  place  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  Mound  City  the 
position  which  the  Fort  ILindman  had  when  she  dropped  the  Osage 
and  the  Neosho  through.  The  vessels  changed  their  position  after¬ 
wards — I  don't  know  by  whose  orders. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  of  General  Banks  that  we  have  done 
nothing  during  the  night,  I  would  simply  state  that  we  have  been  at 
work  all  night,  and  have  succeeded  in  hauling  her  ahead  45  feet  and 
are  nearly  across  the  lumps  in  the  channel. 

I  have  sent  an  order  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Pittsburg 
and  Mound  City  to  take  position  to  throw  water  on  the  falls  with 
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their  wheels  and  have  an  anchor  planted  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lower  shoal,  which  can  be  used  by  the  boats  in  succession  as  they 
come  on  the  falls.  J 

I  hope  to  be  over  by  12  o’clock. 

I  am,  sii,  “very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  PI.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements 
of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Louisville  and  Ozark. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville — 4  p.  m. 

Sir:  Your  communication  just  received.  The  Louisville  is  now 
dropping  over,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  get  the  Ozark  over  before 
night.  Everything  looks  cheering  for  this  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Seleridge, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ramsay,  referring  to  withdrawal  from  Fort  De  Russy  when  advisable. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  IT.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  12,  186 f. 

Dear  Ramsay  :  I’ve  nothing  new  to  tell  you.  Send  you  the  latest 
bricks.  You  won’t  take  it  amiss  in  my  telling  you  my  fears  about 
the  rebs  getting  a  battery  in  below  you  and  worsting  some  more  of 
our  light-drafts,  and  urging  you  to  “  guard  against  all  precautions,” 
You  know  my  reason  for  keeping  the  vessels  there  is  to  keep  open 
communications  as  far  as  we  can,  but  it  won’t  do  to  have  any  more 
captures. 

I’ve  sent  for  the  Benton  and  she  will  be  here  to-night.  I  shall  not 
send  her  up,  however,  unless  necessary,  and  you  must  be  the  judge 
of  that.  Of  course  you  know  matters  with  you  better  than  I,  and  I 
would  not  presume  to  order  affairs  where  you  are.  Don’t  take  any 
risks,  and  should  you  at  any  time  deem  it  proper  to  withdraw  from 
Fort  De  Russy  don’t  wait  for  orders  from  me.  For  your  own  vessel 
I’ve  no  fears,  but  the  discretion  of  some  of  those  with  you  I  can  not 
rely  upon.  Do  what  you  think  best  in  the  matter,  and  I  will  back 
you  up  all  in  my  power.  The  Forest  Rose  has  a  number  of  the  Cov¬ 
ington’s  men  on  board.  Why  don’t  you  take  them ;  they  will  help  fill 
up  your  crew. 

I  do  so  hope  to  get  good  news  soon.  The  Benton  is  just  comine-  in. 

Yours,  truly, 


All  is  quiet  about  here  just  now. 


Breese, 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  movement  of  the  army  on  the  release  of  all  the  vessels. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria ,  May  12 ,  186 

The  general  being  §iway,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  by 
his  desire,  that  the  movement  of  the  army  will  begin  early  in  the 
morning  in  the  event  of  the  safe  passage  of  the  remaining  boats  over 
the  falls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
announcing  that  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  IT.  S.  Navy,  will  act  as  fleet 
captain  on  account  of  the  disability  of  the  admiral. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  May  12 ,  186  f. 

General  :  I  find  myself  unable  to  move  to-day  without  great  pain, 
and  in  consequence  have  ordered  Dieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Self¬ 
ridge,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osage,  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties 
of  fleet  captain.  lie  will  have  all  the  autlioritv  I  possess  to  carry  on 
duty.  If  Colonel  Bailey  wants  anything  done~  he  will  please  call  on 
Captain  Self  ridge,  who  will  be  with  the  upper  vessels  until  they  are 
over.  Any  requisitions  made  on  Captain  Selfridge  will  be  attended 
to  the  same  as  if  made  on  me. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

_  Rear-Admiral 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
giving  the  supposed  location  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf 

Osborne'’ s  Plantation ,  May  13 ,  186 j — 12  p.  m. 

Admiral  :  Your  note  of  this  date  was  received  at  11  o’clock  p.  m. 
1  will  communicate  to  you  in  the  morning  by  persons  stationed  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  indicate  our  position,  and  if  possible  that  of 
ihe  rebels.  It  is  quite  likely  that  the  position  of  the  enemy  may  be 
more  distant  than  I  suggested  in  mv  note  of  this  evening.  '  The  best 
information  I  can  get  here  locates  them  at  the  bend  of  the  river 
between  Dunn  s  Bayou  and  Choctaw  Bayou.  It  is  10  miles  from 
A. tenia  [DatanierJ  Bayou,  where  my  headquarters  are  to-night,  and 
6  to  8  miles  from  Dunn’s  to  Choctaw,  making  16  to  18  milles  from 
Atema  [Latamer]  to  Choctaw.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
rebels  position  is  just  beyond  Dunn’s  Bayou.  They  are  stationed  ijj 


. 


This  position  is  supposed  to  be  at  bend  of  river  between  Dunn  s  and  Choctaw  bayous. 

Rebels  are  said  to  be  in  elbow  of  river  behind  levee.  _  ,  .  ..  ,  , 

The  line  of  fire  from  gunboats  above  or  below  has  been  to  the  rear  of  rebels  and  leaves  them  unharmed. 
They  are  said  to  have  30  guns. 
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Unn^r  °t the  rivlr,iin  such  P°sition  that  the  line  of  fire  from  the 
te  boats !  above  or  below  passes  to  their  rear,  doing  them,  as  they 

say,  but  little  injury.  They  report  here  that  but  one  man  was  killed 
m  the  severe  fire  of  the  other  day.  The  diagram  enclosed  exhibits 
the  bend  m  the  river  and  the  position  of  the  batteries,  with  the  prob¬ 
able  lme  of  fire  from  our  boats,  as  near  as  I  can  represent  it  from  the 
information  given  to  me.  Their  force  is  said  to  be  about  13.000.  con- 
sistmg  of  Taylor  s  force  and  troops  from  Texas.  The  troops  sent  to 
aid  Trice  against  Steele— five  to  seven  thousand— are  daily  expected 
to  return  but  I  believe  have  not  yet  returned.  Their  subsistence  is 
brought  from  the  country  above  Cotile.  It  is  of  limited  quantity, 
but  the  men  say  they  want  but  one  meal  a  day.  Their  animals  graze 
and  the  corn  is  ground  for  the  men.  They  are  said  to  have  thirty 
guns.  Taylor’s  headquarters  are  at  Cheneyville.  They  are  all 
mounted,  unless  it  be  some  infantry  from  Texas.  The  only  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  the  river  are  from  the  sunken  boats,  which  are  placed  across 
the  current.  Our  information  offers  a  very  flattering  prospect  of  a 
brilliant  and  successful  movement  against  the  enemy.  We  believe 
we  have  full  information  in  regard  to  his  position,  and  the  means  of 
reaching  it.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  your  boats  should  be  up 
at  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S.— The  stories  that  we  have  heard  of  the  rebels  burying  guns  is 
accounted  for  in  this  manner :  The  battery,  which  points  down  on  the 
river,  is  a  sunken  one  in  the  levee;  the  heavy  guns  therefore  are  buried 
in  the  levee.  This  is  the  only  burial  of  guns  that  has  taken  place 

N.  P.  B. 


Latter  from  Major-General  Banks.  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
desiring-  a  gunboat  for  protection  of  rear  guard. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Wilson’s  Landing ,  May  14,  186 ^ — 5:  05  p.  m. 
The  general  wishes  me  to  say  that  the  enemjr  is  pushing  the  rear  of 
our  train.  He  desires,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  that  a  gun¬ 
boat  be  sent  back  to  the  assistance  of  the  rear  guard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Drake, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  expected  movement  of  troops  and  attack  at  Marksville. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Red  River ,  May  IT,  186  ,j. 

Admiral  :  It  is  necessary  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  bayou  which 
is  in  our  front  before  the  army  can  march.  It  will  probably  be 
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completed  by  8  o’clock,  perhaps  by  7,  when  we  shall  be  in  full  march. 
A  prisoner  captured  this  evening  says  that  the  enemy  will  probably 
fight  us  at  Marksville.  It  is  not  credited,  but  still  it  may  be  pos¬ 
sible.  He  reports  a  rumor  circulated  in  the  rebel  camp  that  Grant 
had  captured  Richmond  with  30,000  prisoners.  Our  men  are  in 
excellent  spirits,  and  it  will  require  a  very  powerful  enemy  to  over¬ 
come  them.  I  will  communicate  to  you  in  the  morning  any  infor¬ 
mation  we  may  receive  in  addition  to  the  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

M a'] or- General ,  C ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

G ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  request  for  gunboats. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Welsh' s  Plantation ,  May  11,,  186 1,. 

I  enclose  a  dispatch  from  General  Emory  from  the  front.  Please 
send  the  boats  as  he  requests.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  flank  the 
train  on  the  right,  leaving  one  regiment  with  a  cavalry  brigade  to 
bring  up  the  rear  of  the  train.  Please  leave  a  gunboat  in  the  rear, 
as  you  suggested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  19th  Army  Corps,  M ay  11,,  1861, — 8  a.  m. 

There  is  heavy  skirmishing  in  front.  We  are  still  advancing.  If 
some  of  those  gunboats  could  be  sent  up,  they  would  give  us  great 
advantage,  even  without  firing  a  gun.  I  am  about  6  miles,  and  our 
advance  fully  7,  from  the  ground  we  occupied  this  morning. 

Respectfully, 


W.  H.  Emory, 

.  B rig adier-  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Dwight, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
desmng  the  gunboats  near  Fort  De  Russy,  in  view  of  the  reported  movement 
of  the  enemy  from  Marksville. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Choctaw  Bayou ,  May  15,  1861,.. 

Admiral:  The  enemy  are  preparing  to  start,  about  1  mile  this 
side  of  Marksville,  according  to  reports  from  Brigadier-General 
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Emory,  who  is  in  front  If  such  is  the  case,  it  will  be  desirable  to 
have  some  of  your  gunboats  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Fort  De 
it  ussy,  as  the  left  of  my  lme  will  rest  on  the  river. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

v>  .  ,  .  -  -r.  Major-General  Gommandinq. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U  S  Navy 

desiring  gunboats  at  Simmesport. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Near  Marksville ,  May  15 ,  186 5. 

Admiral:  We  shall  camp  to-night  between  Marksville  and  Man- 
sura,  headquarters  at  Marksville.  Simmesport  is  20  miles  distant. 
We  shall  make  our  headquarters  there  to-morrow  night.  I  should 
be  glad,  if  the  river  admits,  if  you  would  send  down  one  or  two 
boats  to  that  point.  The  enemy  has  returned  in  our  front,  showing 
some  artillery  and  dismounted  cavalry,  but  had  made  no  decided  re¬ 
sistance. 


With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

-r.  .  ,  .  ,  ^  M  aj  or -General ,  Gommandinq. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks, 
TJ.  S.  Aimy,  desiring  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  latter  regarding  the  movement 
of  transports. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Fort  De  Fussy ,  La.,  May  15,  186 3  p.  m. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Admiral  Porter,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  he,  being  very  unwell,  has  gone  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  and  left  me  in  command  at  this  place.  He 
has  ordered  me  to  stop  all  boats  that  have  provision  and  forage  on 
board  until  I  hear  from  you.  The  empty  transports  are  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Simmesport.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  your  wishes 
at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Bamsay, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  movement  of  transports  and  gunboats  for  Simmes¬ 
port. 

FT.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Fort  De  Fussy,  La.,  May  15, 1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Sir:  Admiral  Porter  left  here  at  3  p.  m.  for  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  All  the  transports  have  gone  to  Simmesport.  Eight  gun- 
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boats  have  gone  with  them  to  protect  them.  I  shall  leave  here  with 
the  remainder  of  the  gunboats  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  The 
last  news  from  the  North  is  that  General  Grant  had  defeated  General 
Lee  after  three  days’  fighting.  When  last  heard  from  General  Grant 
had  advanced  20  miles  beyond  the  battle  field.  General  Butler  had 
advanced  from  Fort  Monroe,  had  occupied  Petersburg,  and  cut  Lee’s 
railroad  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\7ant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-C ommander ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

C ommandin g  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  master  of  steamer  Sioux  City,  to 

report  at  raouth  of  Red  River. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  16 ,  \186L\. 
Sir:  Repair  with  your  boat  to  this  place  without  delay  and  report 
to  me. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter: 

K.  R.  B REESE, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  Commanding. 
Master  of  Steamer  Sioux  City. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  master  of  the  steamer 
IF.  L.  Irving .] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Elk,  to  report  at  mouth  of  Red  River. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  16,  [1861,']. 
Sir  :  The  admiral  directs  that  you,  with  your  vessel  and  the  Talla¬ 
hatchie,  repair  to  this  place  without  delay,  bringing  with  you  the 
coal  barge  at  Black  River. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  LI.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Elk. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  expected  ar¬ 
rival  at  Simme sport  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 
Simmesport ,  La.,  May  16, 186 ’+—8.1,5  p.  m. 
Sir:  Tavo  officers  arrived  here  this  evening  from  General  Banks’ 
camp  10  miles  from  here  over  the  right  bank  as  the  river  runs.  They 
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reported  all  well  with  the  army,  and  that  they  would  be  here  to¬ 
morrow  by  noon  to  embark  for  the  Mississippi  River. 

They  had  an  artillery  fight  with  the  rebels  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 


Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 


Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  16,  186 Ip. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  portion  of  the 
squadron  that  were  caught  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria  have  been 
released  from  their  unpleasant  position,  owing  to  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  acting  engineer,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  who  proposed  and  built  a  tree  dam  of  600  feet  across  the 
river  at  the  lower  falls,  which  enabled  all  the  vessels  to  pass  in  safety. 
The  back  water  of  the  Mississippi  reaching  Alexandria  allowed  them 
to  pass  over  all  the  shoals  and  the  obstructions  planted  by  the  enemy 
to  a  point  of  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmirad. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  IF ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  May  17, 186 j. 

Please  notify  officers  in  command  of  supply  boats  near  mouth  Red 
River  that  the  army  will  be  at  Simmesport,  [La.],  to-day  in  want  of 
provisions  and  forage. 

J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Major-  General. 

Captain  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Mouth  Red  River. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  to  proceed  to 
Simmesport,  towing  barges. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  17,  [186 Jp\ . 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  two  empty  barges  designated,  in  tow  of 
your  vessel,  to  Simmesport  and  turn  them  over  to  General  Banks. 
Report  to  Captain  Smith,  giving  him  the  accompanying  letter  and 
return  as  soon  as  he  directs. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jno.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  17 ,  \1861f\. 
Dear  Smith:  The  admiral  wants  you  to  send  the  Louisville  and 
Garondelet  down  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Forest  Rose  tows  up  two  barges  without  coal,  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  army  for  a  pontoon,  and  the  admiral  wishes  you  to  send 
her  back  as  soon  as  she  lands  them. 

Yours,  truly,  Breese. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wright,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avenger. 

[Mouth  of  Red  River],  May  17 ,  \186R\ . 
Sir  :  You  will  report  to  me  at  this  place  ivithout  delay  with  your 
vessel  and  take  in  coal  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

By  order  of  David  D.  Porter,  rear-admiral : 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  TJ .  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  A.  Wright, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avenger. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Kenwood  to  mouth  of  Red  River. 


Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  17 ,  [186 lf\. 
Sir:  Upon  receipt  of  this  you  will  send  the  ILenwood  up  to  report 
to  me  without  delay  at  this  place. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-G  ommander ,  G  omma  nding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Gomdg.  Lafayette  and  Second  Diet.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gregory,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

St.  Clair,  regarding  engagement  at  Eunice’s  Bluff. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  St.  Clair, 

Simmesport ,  May  17,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  my  wav 
down  Red  River  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the  rebels  fired  into  us 
near  Lumce  s  Bluff.  I  rounded  the  boat  to  and  fought  them  until 
the  transports  were  out  of  danger  and  they  had  ceased  firing.  I  then 
went  on  down  the  river.  At  the  next  bend  below  the  bluff  they  met 
me  again.  I  backed  up  and  fought  them  there  until  they  left.  I  saw 
no  more  of  them.  We  have  no  one  hurt,  and  no  other  damage  than  a 
few  more  scars  on  the  vessel. 

I  have  two  master’s  mates  now  more  than  twenty  months  in  the 
service.  If  upon  examination  they  are  found  as  competent  as  I  find 
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them  worthy  I  would  like  to  see  them  promoted.  My  crew,  as  it 
stands,  will  do  their  duty. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r  Titos.  B.  Gregory, 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting-  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John¬ 
ston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose,  to  report  for  duty  in  the 
fourth  district. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  May  18, 186 f. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  up  the  river  with  the  vessel  under  your  com¬ 
mand  and  report  to  Lieutenant- Commander  J.  A.  Greer  for  such  duty 
as  he  may  assign  you  in  his  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Simmes- 

port. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

S 'immesport,  La.,  May  18,  186 J, \ — 6:30  p.  m. 

Sir  :  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith  arrived  on  board  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  since,  and  has  now  left.  His  manner  was  much  as 
you  know  it  to  be  at  times,  and  his  remarks  were  concerning  his  inten¬ 
tions  and  his  fighting  to-day.  He  has  been  fighting  hard  all  day, 
losing  25  men  per  hour.  Sent  for  reinforcements  and  could  not  get 
them;  General  Banks,  it  was  believed,  had  left.  He  first  anchored 
transports  abreast  so  as  to  make  a  bridge  for  his  troops  to  pass  over 
to  the  left  bank. 

This  bridge  prevents  my  signaling,  and  I  expect  the  passage  of 
even  a  cutter  at  this  time  would  be  difficult,  and  this  while  I  should 
be  free  to  control  all  the  vessels  under  my  command. 

General  Smith  said  he  was  going  out  to-night  to  do  his  best  to 
drive  the  rebels  off,  and  asked  me  to  remain  until  he  embarked  his 
force.  This  I,  of  course,  promised,  being,  too,  your  order. 

The  rebels  have  been  reinforced,  I  am  told,  but  I  wish  no  change 
except  that  an  opening  may  be  made  in  the  bridge  of  steamboats  to 
admit  of  my  command  being  a  unit.  I  am  going  now  to  effect  this, 
if  possible,  though  I  suppose  General  Banks  lias  trammeled  every¬ 
thing  to  have  them  remain  as  he  left  them. 

I  will  be  under  steam  to-night  in  all  the  vessels. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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General  Smith  is  going  to  see  you  at  9  p.  m.  in  the  Gazelle.  He 
Avished  to  do  so.  I  think  I  can  look  out  for  him. 

W.  S. 

I  have  looked  for  General  Banks,  but  could  not  find  him.  I  find 
that  he  is  about  the  camp,  and  will  trust  to  his  opening  for  us  to 
pass  if  necessary,  for  us  to  go  either  way. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chilli- 
cothe,  regarding  affairs  at  Simmesport. 


U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 
Simmesport,  La.,  May  19,  1861^. 

Sir  :  I  have  very  little  to  report.  General  Banks’  troops  are  mov¬ 
ing  still  across  the  river. 

On  enquiring  for  General  A.  J.  Smith  this  morning  on  board  the 
Clara  Bell ,  Avas  informed  that  he  was  out  on  the  rear.  Have  not 
heard  from  him  to-day. 

The  Department  of  the  Gulf  asks  for  coal  for  the  steamboats  ferry¬ 
ing  troops.  The  vessels  with  me  have  three  days’  coal  for  running  in 
daylight,  but  are  using  it  now  every  night,  and  the  barge  you  sent,  T 
am  informed,  contains  10,000  bushels. 

I  have  not  touched  the  barge  yet,  but  will  fill  the  vessels  above  first, 
as  far  as  necessary,  and  get  it  through  the  bridge  as  soon  as  possible 
for  these  A^essels.  I  will  then  send  the  remaining  coal  down  to  you, 
as  your  order  directs,  unless  I  receive  different  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi 


Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Squadron, ,  M outh  Red  River. 


.  P-  S. — We  have  gunboats  enough,  and  each  has  its  position  as¬ 
signed  when  the  bridge  is  broken  up.  The  nights  are  bright,  and  I 
believe  we  will  get  General  Smith  off  with  ease. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-C  ommander* 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks 
U.  S.  Army,  requesting  passage  for  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Clair  through  the  bridge  of 
boats  at  Simmesport. 


U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 
Simmesport,  La.,  May  19,  1861^. 

Sir:  The  admiral  has  directed  me  to  send  the  gunboat  St.  Clair 
to  him  immediately.  The  St.  Clair  is  below  the  bridge  of  steam¬ 
boats,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  in  Admiral  Porter’s  name, 
that  you  will  have  room  made  for  that  vessel  to  pass  through  the 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


155 


bridge.  The  St.  Clair  will  proceed  to  the  bridge  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  pass  through  at  the  place  most  convenient  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Major-General  X.  P.  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  request  for  pas¬ 
sage  of  TJ.  S.  S.  St.  Clair  through  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  movement  of  th® 

troops  from  Simmesport. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 
Simmesport ,  Za.,  May  19 ,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  instructions  to  send  the  St.  Clair 
to  you.  As  she  is  below  the  bridge  of  boats,  I  have  sent  to  Major- 
General  Banks,  in  your  name,  requesting  him  to  open  the  bridge  at 
the  place  most  convenient  to  him,  to  allow  the  St.  Clair  to  pass.  It 
is  now  11:20  p.  m.  It  will  be  some  time  before  they  can  open  the 
bridge,  as  General  Banks’  headquarters  are  at  Simmes’  house. 

I  sent  a  letter  to  you  this  evening  by  the  Avenger ,  but  General 
Banks  has  not  yet  moved  in  her.  General  Smith  (A.  J.)  was,  I  was 
told  this  morning  on  calling  to  see  him,  on  the  Clara  Bell  “  in  the 
advance  on  the  retreat  ”  since  3  a.  m.  All  goes  well  with  us. 

General  Banks’  army  is,  I  believe,  expected  to  be  over  early  in  the 
morning,  but  they  move  very  slowly.  General  A.  J.  Smith’s  numer¬ 
ous  wounded  were  left  to  lie  from  early  morning  to  evening,  before 
being  taken  to  hospital.  I  have  this  from  good  authority.  It  excites 
much  remark. 

The  hospital  vessels,  or  some,  are  in  the  bridge,  and  the  delay 
there  causes  much  suffering. 

Very  respectfully,  Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant  -  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mouth  of  Red  River. 

The  army  wants  100  tons  of  coal.  I  declined  to  give  it  unless  or¬ 
dered  by  you,  as  I  had  your  order  to  return  all  I  did  not  need,  and  I 
thought  you  were  perhaps  short  of  coal. 

Evening,  May  19 ,  186 J. 

I  heard  a  rumor  this  evening  from  Pilot  John  Dean,  of  this  vessel, 
that  the  rebel  forces  were  reported  to  have  already  crossed  down  this 
river  to  fight  General  Banks  on  the  Mississippi  River.  I  give  it 
only  as  I  heard  it. 

Very  respectfully,  Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding'  the  necessary  destruction 
of  guns  above  the  falls  and  the  removal  of  iron  from  certain  vessels. 

No.  118.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  La .,  May  19 , 186 If.. 

Sir  :  In  my  report  in  relation  to  the  release  of  the  gunboats  from 
their  unpleasant  position  above  the  falls  I  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  mention  that  I  was  obliged  to  destroy  11  32-pounders,  not  having 
time  to  haul  them  from  above  the  falls  to  Alexandria,  the  army 
having  moved  and  drawn  in  all  their  pickets.  The  best  guns  were 
hauled  first.  The  32-pounders  were  old  guns  and  would  have  been 
condemned  on  the  first  opportunity. 

For  the  same  reasons  I  also  omitted  to  mention  that  I  was  obliged 
to  take  off  the  iron  from  the  sides  of  the  Pook  gunboats  and  from 
the  Ozark  to  enable  them  to  get  over. 

Not  being  able  to  haul  this  iron  around  the  falls  to  Alexandria,  for 
want  of  wagons,  I  ordered  the  gunboats  to  run  up  the  river  at  night 
to  a  point  where  they  could  find  from  5  to  6  fathoms  of  water,  where 
the  iron  was  thrown  overboard,  and  where,  in  a  few  moments  it 
.  would  sink  many  feet  under  the  quicksands,  thus  leaving  no  possible 
chance  for  the  rebels  to  recover  it. 

The  Pook  vessels  run  so.  much  better  without  this  iron  than  they 
ever  did  before,  and  it  never  having  been  of  any  use  to  them,  I  pro¬ 
pose  leaving  it  off  altogether.  Their  forward  casemates  are  still 
heavdy  protected  with  iron,  and  as  they  always  fight  bow  on,  it  is 
all  they  should  carry.  Besides,  they  are  getting  old.  and  having  done 
a  great  deal  of  service  without  any  repairs,  they  can  not  bear  the 
weight.  They  now  run  from  2  to  2*  knots  faster  than  before. 

lhe  Ozark  is  a  miserable  vessel.  Her  turret  has  ceased  to  work 
altogether  and  is  about  twice  as  high  and  heavy  as  it  should  be. 

ff0t  kjn°w  what  can  be  done  with  her,  unless  it  is  to  take 

about  W  °  Tin(  ’  W!th  STe  addl1t1lonal1  strengthening,  put  casemates 
about  her.  This,  when  done,  will  enable  her  to  lie  at  some  of  the 

points  on  the  river,  where  a  formidable  vessel  is  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
r>  David  D.  Porter, 

hear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D .  C . 


Smith-  U-  S;  Nry’  re^’ding  the  disposition  of 
g  n boats  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Sinnnesport. 

IT.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

q  7> .  n  .  .  .  .  Simmesport,  La.,  May  20,  186 A. 

/  i  R;  General  A.  J.  Smith  is  moving  his  men  to  the  left  bank 

ni oiit'  ^uh]'  tliV" tr-o 'f11  tlie  Black \  Hawk),  intending  to  remain  here  to- 
g  t,  and  the  transports  are  to  leave  at  5  or  6  p.  m.  for  Old  River 

Lminte°ndtsWtod°Wh  turninS  to  the  right  from  the  Atchafalaya’ 

7  a.  m  hlS  men  to-morrow>  having  Sinnnesport  at 

andtti }/7Ve  n®  flef1t  of  seyen  ^boats  to  see  them  off, 
and  the  Stf  Clair  and  Gazelle  will  convoy  them  to  Old  River.  The 
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Mound  City  will  be  just  above  Bayou  de  Grace  [Glaise?],  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  below  a  hundred  yards  or  more,  and  below  her  this  vessel,  with 
guns  on  the  open  space  below  the  bayou,  and  the  Fort  Hindman 
below  still  farther,  guarding  the  approaches  below  with  her  stern 
guns.  This  arrangement  is  somewhat  different  from  my  first  arrange¬ 
ment,  which  did  not  contemplate  any  division  of  the  gunboats.  We 
will  have  steam  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  _  Watson  Smith, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S .  Mississippi  /Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  a  supply  of  coal  for  the  transports. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Simmesport,  May  20 ,  1861±. 

Adptiral:  The  transports  here  have  been  engaged  in  ferrying 
troops  and  have  in  this  way  used  up  all  their  fuel.  I  would  be  much 
obliged  if  you  would  send  a  barge  of  coal  to  resupply  them.  Some 
will  leave  as  soon  as  they  can  get  the  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

May  or -General,  G ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal 
of  the  army  from  Simmesport  without  disturbance  from  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 
Underway,  May  21, 186 — a.  m. 

Sir:  There  was  a  dense  fog  and  smoke  over  the  river  and  its  banks 
last  night,  and  before  it  cleared  in  the  morning  General  A.  J.  Smith 
had  left  with  his  troops.  He  must  have  gone  at  about  4.30  a.  m.,  as 
the  reveille  was  heard  at  4  o’clock. 

I  was  quite  surprised  when  the  fog  had  cleared  at  the  absence  of 
the  troops,  as  the  general  had  promised  to  let  me  know  of  any 
change  in  the  order  of  moving. 

As  I  passed  Old  River  there  were  no  transports  in  the  place  where 
General  Smith  said  he  would  embark  his  troops,  nor  any  in  sight. 

'  The  rear  of  his  army  was  just  turning  down  the  shore  of  Old  River. 
The  pilots  decided  that  there  would  be  difficulty  in  passing  out 
through  Old  River  with  the  gunboats,  and  it  being  probable  that  the 
transports  had  gone  out  by  the  way  we  came  in,  I  decided  on  taking 
the  same  direction. 
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I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  the  slightest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  arrest  the  departure  of  the  troops  or  transports,  though 
they  were  near  as  General  Smith  crossed  the  Atchafalaya. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  transportation  quartermaster  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
desiring  to  know  if  convoy  will  be  necessary  for  transports  carrying  sick  and 
wounded  to  New  Orleans.  • 

* 

Office  Quartermaster  in  Charge  of  Steamboats, 

Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  on  Board  Steamer  Metropolitan, 

Red  River  Landing ,  May  21,  186 A 
Admiral:  There  are  four  transports  here  full  of  sick  and  wounded, 
destined  for  New  Orleans,  and  ready  to  start.  I  was  instructed  by 
General  Canby  to  notify  you  before  starting  any  steamers  down  the 
river.  Will  you  please  inform  me  by  bearer  whether  it  is  safe  for  me 
to  start  them  without  a  convoy;  and  if  not,  where  they  shall  be  di¬ 
rected  to  go  to  await  such  guard  as  you  may  think  proper  shall  be 
sent  with  them? 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  Sawtelle, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster , 

In  Charge  of  Steamboat  Transportation. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  safe  withdrawal  of 

^l^my+^Cr10SSJthe1^tchafalaya  River’  suPP°1-ted  by  the  gunboats,  and  com¬ 
mending  the  leadership  of  Generals  Smith  and  Mower,  U.  S.  Army. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Cairo ,  III.,  May  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  four  davs 
from  Reel  River.  The  army  had  all  crossed  the  Atchafalaya,  and 
General  Smiths  division  had  embarked;  the  gunboats  covered  the 
army  until  all  were  over. 


General  Smith,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  turned  upon  the  rebels 
with  a  part  of  his  command  under  General  Mower,  killed  and 
wounded  a  number,  captured  180  prisoners,  and  2  fieldpieces  This  * 
makes  8  or  9  fieldpieces  captured  by  General  Smith,  besides  the  guns 
captured  at  lort  De  Russy,  m  all  of  which  captures  General  Mower 
bore  a  conspicuous  part.  It  is  just  such  men  we  want  to  lead  our 
soldiers. 
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The  river  is  quiet  between  this  and  Red  River.  The  rebels  had  a 
battery  on  the  banks  below  Tunica  Bend,  but  the  gunboats  drove  it 
away  after  a  short  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dndral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  0. 


I  Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  May  26,  186 \ l. 

I  congratulate  you  heartily  on  getting  your  fleet  out  of  the  woods. 
Are  you  coming  to  Cairo  to-day  or  to-morrow  ? 

C.  P.  Stone. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  military  command, 

[. May ,  186 4-} 

Dear  Admiral:  I  congratulate  you  most  heartily  in  getting  out 
of  the  scrape  above.  General  Canby  is  on  board  here,  the  new  head 
of  affairs,  and  is  to  relieve  Banks.  There  are  a  number  of  transports, 
etc'.,  waiting  to  go  to  Simmesport.  I  send  you  the  papers.  Grant 
has  been  successful  thus  far. 

Yours,  truly,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  o  mmander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  recommending  that  the  thanks 
of  Congress  be  extended  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army. 

Navy  Department,  May  27,  186.L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  the 
report  *  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  dated  the  16th  instant,  giving  a 
minute  and  graphic  account  of  the  extrication  of  a  portion  of  his 
fleet  which  had  been  caught  by  the  low  stage  of  water  above  the 
falls  at  Alexandria,  Red  River,  by  almost  superhuman  efforts,  di¬ 
rected  by  the  extraordinary  engineering  conceptions  and  intelligence 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  other  officers  of  the  army,  under  his  direction. 

For  this  eminent  achievement,  whereby  a  valuable  fleet,  worth 
nearly  $2,000,000,  has  been  saved  to  the  country,  too  great  an  appre- 


*  See  p.  ISO. 
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ciation  of  the  services  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey  can  not  be 
bestowed  on  him  by  the  Government,  and  I  would  suggest  at  least 
that  you  recommend  to  Congress  that  this  officer  should  receive  a 
vote  of  thanks. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  testimonial  for 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk. 


General  Order, 
No.  207. 


Mound  City,  Jll.,  May  30, 1864. 


A  subscription  was  started  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund 
sufficient  to  testify  to  Colonel  Bailey,  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
the  high  appreciation  felt  by  the  Mississippi  Squadron  of  the  services 
rendered  by  him  in  getting  the  squadron  up  Red  River  over  the 
falls.  All  persons  having  subscribed,  or  desirous  to  subscribe,  will 
hand  in  through  their  paymasters  the  amount  subscribed,  and  all 
paymasters  are  directed  to  send  the  amounts  to  Paymaster  C.  H. 
Kirkenclall,  of  this  vessel,  who  will  receipt  for  the  same. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Miss.  Squadron. 


letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acknowledging 

receipt  of  letter. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City ,  May  31, 1864. 

Sir:  I_have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  27th  instant,  transmitting  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of 
Rear-Admiral  Porter,  giving  an  account  of  the  extrication,  by  means 
devised  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  Nine¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  of  a  portion  of  his  fleet,  caughtby  the  low  stage 
of  water  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria,  Red  River. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretar-y  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  con¬ 
gratulating  him  on  the  safe  passage  of  the  squadron  through  the  falls  and 
extending  the  thanks  of  the  Department  to  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  who 
made  it  possible. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1864. 

•  The  Depaitment  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  interesting 
leport  of  the  16th  instant,  giving  a  detailed  and  graphic  account  of 
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awe* Tfatt  ES*  I&  td  ,  *7“" 

received  through  the  indomitable  perseverance  and  en^eeriig  skS 
ttnLtrl™  CoS161  Ba,ley’  aC“ng  mil“^  -gineef SWe1! 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  pleasure  that  the  Deoartment, 
earns  of  the  safe  passage  of  this  valuable  squadron,  threTtened  as 
it  was  with  inevitable  capture  or  destruction,  and  congratulate  von 

narty;nUniCOmm?1?  that  fleet>  »hich  has  birne  such°a  conspicuous 
part  in  many  of  the  great  events  of  the  war,  has  been  soared  to  the 
country  for  future  usefulness  and  renown.  You  wilfZder  {he 

the  chSee°  f  '{' e  .®eP.artm™t  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  for 
e  cheerful  aid  gi  ven  you  in  this  great  emergency,  without,  which 

tetenr^aVOldaHy  haTC  fa'len  h“ds 

While  regretting  the  loss  of  the  steamers  Signal  and  Covinqton 
and  lamenting  for  the  brave  men  who  fell  in  the  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  the  Department  takes  great  pleasure  in  efpresSnJiS 
admiration  of  the  gallant  manner  in  which  those  vessels  were  de- 
fended,  and  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  and  men  did  their 
whole  duty  nobly  and  faithfully. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pohtek,  °f  ^ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo ,  III. 


Rt wr;tdmv’al  ,P°+lterkIJ-  S-  NaVy’  t0  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army 
extending  the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  the  assistance  rendered  bv  the 
army  in  the  passage  of  the  fleet  over  the  falls.  enaerea  oy  the 


Mound  City,  June  13,  1864. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Naw 
to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  Department  to  the  enterprising  and 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  so  nobly  aided  the  gunboats  to  get  down 
from  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria  when  there  was  every  prospect  of 
their  remaining  there,  owing  to  low  water,  and  a  probability  of  their 
being  destroyed,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels 

1  have  already  expressed  to  the  Department  in  my  report  (a  copv 
of  which  I  herewith  enclose)  the  high  estimate  I  placed  upon  the 
SjIT1CeS,0-,f  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey  and  his  associates,  and  I  can 
add  nothing  that  will  convey  a  stronger  expression  of  feelino-  for 
the  aid  we  received  through  the  indomitable  perseverance  and  skill 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  to  whom  belongs  the  entire  credit  of 
the  enterprise,  he  having  conceived  the  idea  of  building  the  dam. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  late  Red  River 
fleet  to  present  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey  a  memento  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  safe  passage  of  the  vessels.  This  will  be  sent  to 
him.  at  a.  proper  time,  and  I  hope  he  will  receive  it  as  a  very  small 
testimonial  of  the  high  appreciation  they  have  of  the  service  he 
rendered  them  and  the  crews  on  that  occasion. 
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Congratulating  him  on  his  promotion,  so  well  deserved,  and  hoping 
that  the  brave  officers  and  men  associated  with  him  will  appreciate 
the  kind  feelings  we  shall  ever  entertain  for  them, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  .  ^  .... 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  Western  Mississippi. 

p.  S.— Enclosed  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  *  from  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  letter  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  Department. 

Hdqs.  Military  Division  of  the  West  Mississippi. 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  June  22, 186 J. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  13th  instant,  conveying  the  thanks  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  for  assistance 
rendered  to  the  fleet  at  Alexandria,  La.  Copies  of  your  dispatch  to 
the  Navy  Department,  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
your  communication  to  me,  I  shall  at  once  transmit  to  General  Bailey, 
and  the  expression  of  the  thanks  of  the  Department  will  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  troops  in  a  general  order. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S. 
Army,  referring  to  Red  and  Ouachita  rivers  as  the  probable  line  for  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Federal  forces. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  January  J,  186 If. 

General:  Your  letter  from  Alexandria,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  was 
received  to-day.  The  inclosed  order,  taken  from  the  Texas  papers, 
is  a.  ruse  of  General  Magruder’s,  intended  to  deceive  the  enemy,  or 
rather  to.  cover  the  indiscreet  publication  of  an  order  giving  the 
organization  of  his  command.  There  has  been,  I  think,  no  reorgan¬ 
ization  of  General  Green’s  division,  nor  will  I  sanction  it. 

******* 

I  still  think  Red  and  Washita  [Ouachita]  rivers,  especially  the 
former,  are  the  true  lines  of  operation  for  an  invading  column,  and 
that  we  may  expect  an  attempt  to  be  made  by  the  enemy  in  force 
before  the  rivers  fall.  Captain  [Jonathan  H.]  Carter 'has  three 
pieces  mounted  on  the  Missouri,  a  9  and  11  inch  and  a  32-pounder 


*  See  p.  160. 
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rifle.  He  has  orders  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  rise  to  fall  down 
the  river  and  report  with  his  boats  to  you  at  Alexandria.  He  is  a 
determined  man  and  I  think,  will  fight  his  vessel  desperately,  ke 
requires  about  60  additional  men  for  the  crews  of  the,  Missouri  and 
11  ebh  You  will  have  to  obtain  them  for  him,  either  by  volunteers 
or  details  from  your  command.  Had  Mouton’s  division  gone  to 
Arkansas,  W.  H.  Parsons’  brigade  would  have  gone  to  you 

*  *  *  *  *  *  '  * 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 

it  •  r,  i  T-.  „  Lieutenant-General. 

Major- General  E.  Taylor. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  location  of  Federal 
forces  under  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Franklin,  La.,  and  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  preparation  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Missouri. 


Headqltarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  January  15,  186 A 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  arrested 
their  movement  at  Franklin.  Some  4,000  under  General  Emory  hold 
the  fortifications  there,  encamped  on  both  sides  of  the  Teche.  The 
bulk  of  the  force  under  Franklin  took  cars  at  Berwick  Bay.  Whether 
they  will  reinforce  Washburn  or  operate  in  this  quarter  I  do  not 
know.  At  all  events,  we  should  be  prepared  as  far  as  possible,  and 
I  trust  the  remaining  9-inch  gun  and  the  carriages  for  the  two 
32-Dahlgrens.will  soon  reach  me.  For  the  9-inch  and  32-pound  rifle 
now  in  position  at  Fort  De  Eussy,  there  were  sent  down  only  50 
rounds  of  shot,  and  shell ;  more  should  be  sent  at  once.  The  Missouri, 
I  suppose,  will  come  down  on  the  first  rise.  Every  facility  will  be 
afforded  Captain  [Jonathan  H.]  Carter  to  get  in  fighting  order.  If  he 
will  report  in  advance  bis  requirements,  I  will  have  everything  in 
readiness  for  him.  .  I  hope  for  an  early  reply  to  my  several  communi¬ 
cations  on  the  subject  of  burning  private  cotton  as  well  as  Govern¬ 
ment  cotton  in  the  Ouachita,  whether  the  arrangements  with  Messrs. 
Menard  and  Stevenson  do  not  cover  all  the  Government  owns  in  that 
region. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Taylor,  M  ajor-General. 

Brigadier-General  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Report  of  Major-General  Walker,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
Federal  forces  from  Simmesport  and  proposing  an  advance  of  his  forces  to 
meet  them. 

Headquarters  Walker’s  Division, 
Marksville,  March  12,  186 f — 7  p.  m. 
General:  Captain  McNelly  has  just  reached  here  from  Simmes¬ 
port,  and  reports  that  the  enemy  had  six  gunboats  and  two  trans¬ 
ports  at  Simmesport,  and  that  they  Avere  landing  troops  when  he  left, 
about  an  hour  by  sun  this  evening.  He  says  that  the  pickets  above 
Simmesport  reported  that  the  entire  fleet  of  gunboats  and  a  large 
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number  of  transports  were  coming  down  the  Atchafalaya  when  he 
left.  This  is  doubtless  Sherman’s  force  from  A  lcksburg,  as  they 
certainly  did  not  come  up  the  Mississippi.  I  shall  move  down  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  with  Randal’s  and  Hawes’  brigades  to_  sup¬ 
port.  Scurry,  who  is  in  position  on  Yellow  Bayou.  That  position, 
however,  is  untenable,  as  it  can  be  turned  in  this  low  stage  of  water. 
I  am  embarrassed,  to  know  how  to  cover  Fort  De  Russy.  iVs  against 
such  a  force  as  the  enemy  evidently  has,  it  would  be  extremely 
hazardous  to  risk  an  engagement  on  this  island  around  Marksville, 
out  of  which  there  is  no  egress  except  by  the  bridge  over  Bayou 
Du  Lac.  I  shall  retain  the  steamboat  Countess  here  to  carry  oil 
whatever  may  be  necessary  to  move,  and  send  her  off  at  the  last 
moment  that  it  will  be  safe  for  her  to  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Walker, 

M aj or-  Gene  ral ,  Co  mmemding . 

Major-General  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Louisiana. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Marshall,  C.  S. 
Army,  to  prepare  for  the  sinking  of  steamer  New  Falls  City,  to  obstruct  the 
river,  if  necessary. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La .,  March  18,  186 L 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  thinks  it  may  be  necessary 
to  have  the  steamer  New  Falls  City  (now  lying  near  Coushatta 
Chute)  sunk  in  Red  River  just  at  the  foot  of  Scopern’s  Cut-off. 
He  directs  that  you  proceed  without  delay  with  the  steamer  Osceola 
to  the  point  where  the  New  Falls  City  is  lying.  \  ou  will  put  a  crew 
on  board  and  take  her  up  to  the  cut-off,  where  you  will  hold  her  in 
readiness  to  be  sunk  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Inclosed  is  an 
order  for  a  crew  from  any  negroes  you  may  meet  coming  up  the 
river.  The  chief  engineer  reports  some  sent  up  from  Natchitoches. 
Should  you,  however,  not  meet  them,  the  inclosed  order  will  enable 
you  to  impress  them.  An  engineer  and  pilot  will  be  furnished  by 
the  Osceola  to  bring  the  boat  up.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to  sink 
her,  any  assistance  which  you  may  require  will  be  furnished  by  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  steamer  Missouri,  which  will  be  stationed 
near  you.  Should  the  enemy  .approach,  you  will  give  the  boats 
which  may  be  below  the  cut-off  time  to  pass  before  obstructing  the 
channel.  For  details  you  must  be  governed  by  your  judgment, 
though  it  will  probably  be  well  to  fill  the  boat  with  earth,  as  rock 
can  not  be  had;  so  as  to  make  her  more  stable.  A  detail  may  be  sent 
down  from  this  point  to  take  out  her  machinery.  Captain  James 
McCloskey,  assistant  quartermaster,  now  at  Natchitoches,  has  been 
directed  to  notify  you  of  the  enemy’s  approach  and  when  his  last 
boat  shall  come  up.  You  will  do  well  to  communicate  with  him  as 
occasion  may  offer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Cunningham, 
Lieutenant,  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant  W.  E.  Marshall, 

Engineer  Troops. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S. 

Army,  for  the  obstruction  of  the  river  with  torpedoes. 

Headquarters  Trans-Missisippi  Department, 

Shreveport ,  March  19 , 186  L 

General:  I  have  directed  an  officer  of  the  Missouri ,  with  thirty 
torpedoes  and  a  crew  of  men  selected  for  the  purpose,  to  proceed 
down  the  river  and  obstruct  it  with  torpedoes  at  some  point  below 
Grand  Ecore.  I  will  direct  the  officer  to  report  to  you  should  he 
find  you  below,  otherwise  to  report  to  Captain  McCloskey,  who  is 
at  Grand  Ecore,  upon  consultation  with  whom  he  will  fix  a  point 
at  which  the  torpedoes  are  to  be  placed.  If  practicable,  I  would 
suggest  their  being  used  below  Cotile ;  otherwise  the  vicinity  of  the 
falls  below  Grand  Ecore  might  be  selected.  As  soon  as  the  torpedoes 
are  placed  in  position  the  boat  and  crew  will  return  to  Shreveport, 
Arrangements  should  be  made  by  pickets  and  couriers,  so  that  the 
party  on  the  boat  can  be  notified  in  time  of  the  passage  over  the 
falls  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  or  the  advance  of  a  party  of  the 
enemy.  I  send  down  by  the  boat  a  signal  corps,  under  Sergeant 
Landry,  who  will  assist  in  notifying  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  tor¬ 
pedo  boat  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  When  they  get  through 
with  this  duty  they  are  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Lieutentant- General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Logan,  C.  S.  Army,  for 
movements  with  a  view  to  restricting  the  passage  of  the  enemy  down  the 
Ouachita  River. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport ,  La .,  April  15 , 186 If. 

Colonel.:  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  direct 
you  to  proceed  with  your  command  at  the  earliest  moment  practi¬ 
cable  to  Columbia,  to  man  the  heavy  guns  at  that  point,  take  them  to 
Copenhagen,  and  dispute  the  passage  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and 
transports  down  the  Ouachita  River.  You  will  march  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  At  Minden  you  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Liddell. 
He  will  send  to  your  support  a  sufficient  force  of  cavalry,  of  whose 
line  of  march  he  will  probably  inform  you.  Inclosed  you  will  find 
an  order  on  the  chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance  (Major  T.  G.  Rhett) 
for  20  stand  of  serviceable  muskets  or  rifles,  with  accountrements 
complete,  and  50  rounds  of  ammunition  to  each  musket. 

Very  respectfully, 

George  Williamson, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Colonel  G.  W.  Logan, 

Commanding  Battalion  Heavy  Artillery. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  proposing  to  employ  fire  rafts  for 
injuring  the  fleet  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

Near  MonetVs  Ferry ,  April  2 5 ,  1864. 

Colonel:  The  enemy’s  fleet  of  gunboats  and  transports,  numbering 
in  all  about  fifty,  is  crowded  in  the  river  above  the  falls.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  inflict  all  the  damage  possible  upon  the  fleet,  and  shall 
construct  fire  rafts  and  float  them  down  the  river.  Great  damage, 
however,  can  probably  be  done  by  loading  a  light-draft  steamer  with 
combustible  material  and  firing  her  a  short  distance  above  the  fleet. 
If  such  a  boat  can  be  spared  and  loaded  at  once  with  combustibles 
at  Shreveport,  and  put  in  charge  of  proper  persons,  whom  Captain 
James  McCloskey  and  Captain  Charles  Pierce  can  select  and  recom¬ 
mend,  I  hope  you  will  send  her  to  me.  With  skiffs  to  take  off  the 
officers  and  crew,  the  boat  can  be  brought  near  the  enemy,  and  they 
can  leave  their  boat  when  she  is  set  on  fire  and  within  proper  dis¬ 
tance. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  Taylor, 

Major-General. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Order  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  commending  the  services 
of  Major-General  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  carrying  endorsement  regarding  en¬ 
gagement  with  Federal  gunboats,  at  Deloach’s  Bluff  and  near  Cane  River, 
April  26  and  27,  1864. 


General  Orders, 
No.  — . 


Headquarters  District  Western  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  April  26, 1864. 


The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  the  army  his 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  courage  and  energy  displayed  by 
Major-General  Wharton  while  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  22d, 
23d,  and  24th  instant. 

In  daring,  in  vigor,  and  in  soldiership  the  operations  of  these  three 
days  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the  war.  Coming  to  us 
with  crown  adorned  with  the  laurels  of  many  a  hard-fought  field. 
Major-General  Wharton  takes  place  at  once  in  the  front  rank  of 
Texas  leaders. 

The  major-general  commanding  is  gratified  to  learn  that  Brigadier- 
General  Steele,  Colonel  Parsons,  Captain  Barnes,  “  Barnes’  battery,” 
and  their  officers  and  men,  have  deserved  the  commendations  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Wharton. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Taylor: 

E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Official : 


Fergus  Fuselier, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Captain  T.  A.  Faries  was  promoted  major  of  artillery,  April  17, 
1864,  and  was  on  his  way  to  the  front  to  report  to  Major-General 
Polignac  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Second  Infantry  Division  when 
the  actions  of  the  batteries  of  his  battalion  on  the  26th  and  27th  of 
April  with  the  gunboats  of  Admiral  Porter’s  fleet  on  Red  River, 
below  Grand  Ecore,  took  place.  The  East-port ,  the  most  formidable 
ironclad  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  had  grounded  and  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  Federals.  Three  tinclad  gunboats  and  two  transports 
had  remained  near  the  Eastport  to  assist  in  getting  her  afloat.  Our 
cavalry  on  both  sides  of  the  river  forced  them  to  retire,  after  destroy¬ 
ing  the  Eastport.  Lower  down  the  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Cane 
River  and  at  Deloach’s  Bluff,  these  five  vessels  were  engaged  on  the 
dates  named  by  the  two  Louisiana  field  batteries  of  Captains  Cornay 
and  Benton,  in  all  6  guns,  and  200  infantry  under  Colonel  Caudle 
of  the  Second  Division.  The  flagship  Cricket  was  badly  cut  up  and 
silenced,  but  escaped.  The  Hindman  had  her  wheel  ropes  cut  away 
and  drifted  past,  turning  round  and  round,  and  was  well  cut  up  in 
passing.  The  Juliet  was  cut  to  pieces  in  hull  and  machinery.  She 
had  15  killed  and  wounded,  but  drifted  out  of  our  fire  and  was  towed 
off  by  one  of  the  other  gunboats. 

The  Champion ,  transport,  was  captured,  with  a  part  of  the  machin¬ 
ery  of  the  Eastport  on  board.  The  other  transport  was  captured 
with  100  dead  and  87  badly  scalded  by  steam  from  her  boiler,  which 
was  exploded  by  a  shot  from  one  of  our  guns.  These  were  all  negroes 
taken  from  plantations  on  Red  River. 

Admiral  Porter,  from  the  Cricket ,  reports  under  date  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  April  28,  1864,  that  “  the  enemy  returned  his  fire  from  18 
guns,  every  shot  and  shell  going  through  us,  clearing  our  decks  in 
a  moment.  I  determined  to  pass,  which  was  done  under  the  heaviest 
fire  I  ever  witnessed.” 

The  Confederates  had  1  man  wounded  and  1  killed,  the  gallant  Cap¬ 
tain  F.  O.  Cornay,  of  Cornay’s  Louisiana  battery,  from  St.  Mary’s 
Parish,  La. 

F. 


Report  of  Captain  Benton,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  engagement  at  De  Loach’s  Bluff, 

April  26,  1864. 

Headquarters  Benton’s  Louisiana  Battery, 

In  the  Field ,  April  27,  186Jh 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  25th 
instant,  at  12  o’clock,  I  received  orders  from  Major-General  Polignac 
to  march  as  speedily  as  possible  with  my  battery  and  report  to  Colonel 
Brent  at  Mrs.  Griffith’s,  on  the  Natchitoches  road.  Leaving  the  en¬ 
campment  beyond  Cane  River  at  12 : 30  a.  m.  on  the  26th,  I  arrived 
at  Mrs.  Griffith’s  at  daylight  and  reported  as  ordered.  At  8  a.  m. 
we  moved  to.  a  point  near  De  Loach’s  Bluff.  My  rifle  section,  with  a 
smoothbore  6-pounder  section  of  the  Valverde  Battery,  were  moved 
by  hand  to  the  front  and  placed  in  position  on  the  bluff,  bearing  upon 
a  gunboat  lying  in  Red  River  at  about  450  yards  distance.  A  second 
gunboat  was  lying  under  the  banks  of  the  river  and  very  near  us,  but 
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so  situated  as  to  be  completely  shielded  from  our  fire.  At  10 :  30  a.  m. 
we  opened  fire  upon  the  gunboat  in  the  stream.  She  replied  to  us 
constantly  for  about  thirty  minutes,  when,  immediately  after,  one  of 
our  shot  having  penetrated  her,  she  ceased  firing  and  moved  down 
the  river  to  a  position  about  one  mile  off,  only  replying  to  us  with  her 
stern  guns.  The  second  gunboat,  situated  near  and  under  the  river 
bank,  kept  up  a  continual  fire  of  grape  and  canister  during  the  entire 
engagement.  My  section  fired  48  rounds,  wTith  what  effect  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  me  ito  say,  although  our  fire  was  accurate,  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  shot  striking  and  many  of  them  penetrating  her. 
After  firing  18  rounds  my  iron  rifle  gun  became  unserviceable  from 
the  lodgment  of  a  particle  of  a  primer  in  the  vent,  and  was  withdrawn. 
The  rapidity  of  our  fire  was  considerably  interfered  with  by  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  friction  primers.  I  had  1  horse  killed  and  2  others 
slightly  wounded.  A  driver’s  saddle  had  a  portion  of  the  cantle 
shot  away. 

The  section  having  been  moved  to  the  rear,  at  2  p.  m.,  we  returned 
to  the  bluff  with  my  howitzer  section  and  bronze  rifle  gun  and  took 
a  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  bluff,  and  having  range  up  the 
river.  No  boats  passed  during  the  afternoon  or  night.  The  gunboat 
lying  below  fired  three  times  at  us  in  the  evening.  At  10  a.  m.  of 
the  27th  instant,  by  order  of  Major-General  Wharton,  we  left  our 
position  and  marched  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Benton, 
Captain ,  Commanding  Battery. 

Major  T.  A.  Faries, 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  Second  Infantry  Division. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  from  April  22  to  27. 

Headquarters  District  or  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  April  27,  186 f. 

Colonel:  The  operations  of  yesterday  were  important.  At  day¬ 
break  Bagby  and  Parsons  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Kapides  road  and  drove  him  rapidly  down  the  bayou.  Major 
attacked  his  flank  at  James’  Store  and' Bee  at  McNutt’s  Hill.  The 
pursuit  and  fighting  continued  until  night  in  the  direction  of  Alex¬ 
andria  and  close  in  to  that  place.  Since  daylight  on  the  22d,  when 
we  attacked  the  enemy  at  Natchitoches,  the  fighting  has  never  ceased 
one  moment  during  light,  Wharton  even  anticipating  the  dawn  and 
continuing  after  nightfall.  We  suffer  losses  every  day,  but  inflict 
incalculably  greater  on  the  enemy.  Without  food  for  man  or  horse, 
our  men  seemed  animated  by  a  determination  to  quench  the  incendi- 
aiy  flies  lighted  by  the  vandals  in  their  blood.  If  pluck  and  energy 
can  supply  the  place  of  numbers  we  will  yet  reap  the  harvest  of 
which  the  seeds  ivere  sown  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill.  Yester¬ 
day  morning  Colonels  Likens  and  Harrison  attacked  four  gunboats 
and  two  transports  at  Montgomery.  One  of  the  gunboats  was  a 
heavy  ironclad,  casemated  boat,  and  had  been  unable" to  pass  the  bar 
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below  Montgomery.  The  other  boats  remained  to  assist  her.  About 
9  a.  m.  our  sharpshooters  opened  and  hi  I  led  many  of  the  enemy, 
his  men  being  exposed  in  all  directions  working.  After  some  delay 
the  gunboats  opened  a  heavy  fire  and  commenced  moving  down. 
The  large  ironclad  struck  on  the  bar,  when  the  enemy  blew  her  up 
and  continued  down  the  river,  our  men  following  for  some  distance. 
A  small  party  of  General  Liddell’s  command  cooperated  from  the 
opposite  bank.  We  lost  2  killed  and  4  wounded.  Meantime  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Caudle,  with  200  sharpshooters  and  Cornay’s  bat¬ 
tery,  had  been  posted  at,  the  junction  of  Cane  and  Red  rivers  to 
intercept  the  boats  on  their  way  down.  At  about  G  p.  m.  the  leading 
gunboat  and  one  transport  came  down.  Our  fire  speedily  silenced 
and  crippled  the  gunboat,  and  a  shot  striking  the  boiler  of  the  trans¬ 
port  exploded  it.  The  loss  of  life  on  the  transport  was  fearful. 
Over  100  bodies  were  brought  on  shore  and  about  80  others  will  die 
from  the  effects  of  the  scalding  steam.  The  transport  was  crowded 
with  the  crew  of  the  large  ironclad,  removed  before  she  was  blown 
up  at  Montgomery.  We  saved  some  valuable  stores  from  the  trans¬ 
port,  and  I  ordered  her  sunk  in  the  channel  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  two  gunboats  and  transport  still  above.  We  had  but  two 
casualties  in  this  affair,  1  wounded  and  the  gallant  Captain  Cornay 
killed.  As  I  am  writing  I  hear  the  heavy  report  of  the  gunboat 
firing  at  the  same  point.  I  hope  to  report  the  capture  or  destruction 
of  these  boats.  About  the  time  of  the  attack  at  Montgomery,  Colonel 
Brent,  with  Benton’s  and  a  section  of  Nettles’  batteries,  assisted  by 
a  few  sharpshooters,  opened  on  an  8-gun  wooden  boat  at  De  Loach’s 
Bluff.  The  gunboat  soon  got  tired  and  ran  in  directly  under  the 
bluff,  so  as  to  prevent  our  guns  reaching  her.  Three  other  boats 
came  up  at  dark  to  her  assistance.  As  our  guns  there  were  too  light 
to  effect  much,  I  left  the  sharpshooters  to  keep  up  the  fire  until 
Comay’s  and  Barnes’  12-pounders  can  be  placed  there.  We  lost 
2  killed  and  several  wounded.  Should  the  two  siege  guns  from 
Shreveport  ever  reach  me  the  business  of  the  gunboats  will  soon  be 
settled.  I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  ironclad  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  at  Montgomery  blocks  the  channel.  Should  the  engineers 
succeed  in  removing  the  Falls  City ,  I  request  they  come  down  to 
Montgomery  and  open  the  channel  there.  General  Liddell  is  oppo¬ 
site  to  me.  On  the  24th,  at  the  head  of  a  portion  of  his  command, 
he  dashed  into  Pineville,  opposite  Alexandria,  killed  8  of  the  enemy, 
wounded  and  captured  others,  and  drove  the  remainder  into  and 
across  the  river.  He  then  opened  on  the  gunboats  at  the  landing 
and  stampeded  the  place. 

My  dispositions  for  the  day  are  to  drive  the  enemy  behind  his 
works  around  Alexandria,  occupy  both  the  Rapides  and  Boeuf  val¬ 
leys  with  my  cavalry,  and  keep  up  a  constant  fight  with  the  gun¬ 
boats,  following  them  with  sharpshooters  and  killing  every  man 
who  exposes  himself  on  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  exhaust  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  of  my  field  guns  on  the  gunboats.  Polignac’s  division  of  in¬ 
fantry  (2,000  bayonets)  will  be  at  McNutt’s  Hill.  A  brigade  of 
cavalry  has  been  pushed  to  David’s  Feriy,  near  Marksville,  with  a 
battery,  to  block  the  enemy’s  communications.  A  squadron  has 
pushed  on  to  Simmesport  to  prevent  the  escape  of  negroes  and  other 
property  in  that  direction.  Perhaps  we  may  capture  a  pontoon  there, 
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very  much  needed  by  me.  The  cavalry  sent  to  the  Teche  has  cleared 
the  country  west  of  Berwick  Bay.  Vincent  has  been  ordered  to 
send  small  parties  to  burn  the  bridges  on  the  railroad  east  of  the  bay 
and  move  Bis  main  body  at  once  to  Marksville  and  Simmesport. 
I  trust  the  above  will  meet  the  approval  of  department  headquarters. 
When  my  limited  means  are  considered,  I  hope  it  will  be  admitted 
that  no  time  has  been  lost  since  I  resumed  the  command  in  front,  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  instant.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
General  Orders,  No.  18,  congratulating  the  army  under  my  command 
on  the  late  success  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill.  This  is  the  only 
instance  within  my  recollection  in  which  the  officer  commanding  an 
army  was  entirely  ignored  in  an  order  of  this  kind.  I  note  this 
because  it  is  singular  in  itself  and  in  keeping  with  the  treatment 
1  have  lately  experienced  from  the  general  commanding  this  depart¬ 
ment.  Whatever  place  my  name  is  destined  to  occupy  in  the  golden 
book  of  the  Republic  I  expect  to  engrave  it  there  with  the  point  of 
my  sword.  I  regret  to  report  that  my  health  is  not  good.  A  low 
fever  has  much  prostrated  me,  but  I  have  been  able  to  keep  the 
saddle.  The  general  commanding  the  department  may  rest  assured 
that  I  will  persevere  to  the  end.  No  injustice,  no  unkindness,  even 
from  a  quarter  whence  I  had  some  reason  to  expect  the  reverse,  will 
turn  me  from  the  great  work  before  me.  The  cause  for  which  I 
have  sacrificed  fortune  is  paramount,  and  shall  have  my  life  if 
need  be. 

Your  obedient  servant,  R.  Taylor, 

Major-  General. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutcmt-General. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  capture  of  TJ.  S.  transport 
Champion  No.  5  and  the  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Eastport. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  Monett's  Ferry ,  April  27 , 186 1. 

Colonel  :  Referring  to  my  communication  of  this  morning,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  another  large  transport  at 
the  junction  of  Cane  and  Red  Rivers  and  the  clearance  of  gunboats 
m  the  Red  River  as  far  down  as  Cotile.  We  suffered  no  loss  in  the 
engagement  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor, 

~  ,  Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Shreveport. 

The  ironclad  blown  up  by  the  enemy  yesterday  is  ascertained  to 
have  been  the  Eastport.  She  had  a  small  transport  lashed  to  her, 
which  was  destroyed  with  her.  Two  very  fine  pumps  had  been 
removed  from  her  to  the  captured  transports,  and  will  prove  useful  in 
some  ot  the  departments  at  Shreveport.  I  shall  leave  a  small  guard 
to  protect  them  until  you  order  them  up 

Respectfully,  R.  Taylor? 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  conversion  of  a  cap¬ 
tured  transport  into  a  fire  raft. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  April  29,  1861. 

On  yesterday  the  fighting  commenced  at  dawn  and  continued  until 
night.  The  enemy  steadily  driven  all  day;  some  prisoners  taken. 
His  rear  3^  miles  from  Alexandria  on  the  Rapides  Road.  I  am 
trying  to  convert  one  of  the  captured  transports  into  a  fire  ship  to  • 
burn  the  fleet  now  crowded  above  the  upper  falls.  Enemy  working 
hard  moving  stores  below  the  falls.  River  below  difficult  to  navigate. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  near  Alex¬ 
andria,  including  capture  and  sinking  of  a  Federal  transport. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  May  6,  1861.. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  brisk  fighting  yesterday  on 
the  Bayou  Robert  road,  from  6  to  12  miles  distant  from  Alexandria, 
in  which  the  enemy  showed  considerable  force.  He  has  still  nine 
gunboats  above  the  falls,  and  has  sunk  several  boats  below  to  act 
as  a  dam  to  deepen  the  water  in  the  channel.  On  the  evening  of  the 
3d,  General  Major  captured,  near  David’s  Ferry,  a  transport  having- 
on  board  the  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Ohio  Regiment,  coming  up. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-odd  prisoners  were  taken,  among  them  all 
the  regimental  field  officers,  and  many  were  killed  and  wounded. 
The  boat  was  sunk  across  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  now  effectually 
blocks  it.  In  this  fight  a  gunboat  and  another  transport  were  dam¬ 
aged  and  driven  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-General,  C ommanding . 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Order  of  Major-General  Polignac,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  regard' 
ing  the  removal  of  guns  captured  from  the  enemy. 

Headquarters,  Second  Infantry  Division, 

In  the  Field ,  Lecompte,  La.,  May  7, 1861. 

Major:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  use  every 
means  possible  in  your  power  to  obtain  a  pair  of  timber  wheels  and 
oxen  to  remove  from  the  bank  of  the  river  in  the  direction  of  Paul’s, 
where  they  can  be  turned  over  to  Colonel  Brent,  the  two  Parrott 
guns  captured  from  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy.  It  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  and  desirable  that  these  fruits  of  our  victories  over  the  enemy’s 
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gunboats  shall  be  saved  to  us,  as  well  as  lost  to  them.  Indeed,  the 
general  would  express  his  earnest  wish  that  you  should  use  every 
exertion  to  take  away  and  turn  over  to  Colonel  Brent  any  number  or 
all  of  the  captured  guns. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Moncure, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major  T.  A.  Faries, 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  etc. 


Order  of  Major-General  Polignac,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major  Paries,  C.  S.  Army,  com¬ 
mending  his  energy  in  the  removal  of  captured  guns. 

Headquarters,  Lecompte ,  May  8 ,  186 j. 

Major:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  express  his 
unqualified  satisfaction  with  the  energy  displayed  by  you  in  remov¬ 
ing  the  guns  from  the  captured  gunboats. 

The  general  desires  you  also,  if  it  can  be  done  by  any  means,  to 
have  the  ammunition  referred  to  in  your  communication  of  the  7th 
instant  removed. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Moncure, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major  T.  A.  Faries, 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  etc. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  capture  of  TJ.  S. 

gunboats  Signal  and  Covington. 

Headquarters  District  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  near  Alexandria ,  May  8,  186 If. 

.  Colonel:  On  yesterday  and  the  day  before  brisk  skirmishing  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  day  on  the  Rapides  road  and  some  severe  fighting 
on  the  Robert  and  Boeuf.  *  *  *  Our  line  occupied  the  scene 

of  fighting  and  slept  last  night  on  their  arms.  Polignac  commanded 
on  the  field.  Prisoners  captured  were  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps, 
some  pf  the  Vicksburg  troops.  The  gunboats  captured  below  were 
the  Signal  and  Covington ,  each  mounting  eight  guns.  We  have  re¬ 
covered  the  guns  of  one  boat  and  will  eventually  recover  the  others. 
In  this  connection  I  have  been  informed  the  guns  of  the  Eastport 
are  in  the  river  near  Montgomery.  Perhaps  they  may  be  valuable. 

*  *  *  *  *  1  A  * 

.  I  renew  my  appeal  for  artillery  horses  and  ammunition.  For 
sixty  successive  days  fighting  has  been  continuous.  Under  these  cir. 
cumstances  men  and  material  must  be  consumed. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R-  Taylor,  Major-General. 

Colonel  o.  fe.  Anderson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  engagement  below 
Alexandria  and  attacks  of  sharpshooters  upon  Federal  ironclads. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  near  Cheney  ville,  May  12,  1861. 

Colonel:  Yesterday  the  enemy  moved  a  heavy  column  of  troops 
down  the  west  bank  of  the  river  and  reached  a  point  14  miles  below 
Alexandria,  where  they  were  attacked  by  Hardeman’s  brigade,  of 
Major’s  division,  and  driven  back  7  miles.  No  change  on  the  Bayous 
Robert  and  Rapides,  where  some  slight  skirmishing  has  taken  place. 
Two  ironclads  are  lying  near  Fort  De  Russy.  Since  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  our  sharpshooters  have  been  shooting  every  man  that  exposes 
himself  on  board,  the  gunboats  replying  with  heavy  shelling  without 
danger  to  us.  The  Mississippi  is  rising  very  rapidly  and  will  soon 
overflow  the  country  east  of  the  Atchafalaya  through  the  Morganza 
crevasse. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor,  Major-General. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  withdrawal  of  Federal 
forces  from  Alexandria  and  burning  of  that  place  by  them. 

Headquarters  District  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  May  II,  1861. 

Colonel:  The  enemy  left  Alexandria  after  midday  to-day,  burn¬ 
ing  the  place.  Two  houses  only  reported  left  between  the  ice  house 
and  railroad.  Heavy  fighting  all  day  with  gunboats  and_  troops. 
Steele’s  division  in  their  rear;  Polignac,  Major,  and  Bagby  in  front 
and  on  flank;  Harrison,  reinforced  by  Likens’  regiment,  on  north 
side  of  Red  River.  We  have  experienced  some  loss,  but  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  fight  them  to  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  and  beyond,  if 
possible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor,  Major-General. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trans -Mississippi  Department. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  closing  of  the  Red 

River  campaign  at  Simmesport. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  May  18,  1861. 

Colonel:  Yesterday  was  a  hard  day  for  the  enemy  *  *  *. 

The  campaign  will  probably  close  to-day  at  Simmesport,  its  point  of 
departure,  after  nearly  seventy  days'  of  uninterrupted  fighting. 
Nothing  but  the  withdrawal  of  Walker’s  division  from  me  has  pre¬ 
vented  the  capture  of  Banks’  army  and  the  destruction  of  Porter’s 
fleet.  I  feel  bitterly  about  this,  because  my  army  has  been  robbed  of 
the  just  measure  of  its  glory  and  the  country  of  the  most  brilliant 
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and  complete  success  of  the  war.  No  gunboats  remain  in  the  Eed 
Eiver.  The  ironclads  which  escaped  from  Alexandria  were  dis¬ 
mantled  and  stripped  of  their  armor.  Much  iron  can  be  saved  for 
the  department.  Many  heavy  guns  were  destroyed  also,  and  num¬ 
bers  of  wagons  burned.  Stone,  coal,  cotton,  and  other  valuable  prop¬ 
erty  abandoned.  If  the  Atchafalaya  Swamp  is  passable,  I  will 
cross  that  stream,  establish  myself  on  the  Grosse  Tete  and  Marin- 
gouin,  where  forage  abounds  for  the  cavalry,  and  blockade  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  with  my  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  water  falls  I  will  move 
clown  and  occupy  and  hold  the  La  Fourche  Valley,  where  the  army 
can  be  subsisted. 

Your  obedient  servant,  E.  Taylor, 

M  a,j  or- General. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Extracts  from  report  of  Colonel  Baylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  successful 
attack  upon  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Covington  and  Signal  and  transport  John 
Warner. 

Headquarters  Major’s  Brigade, 

In  the  Field ,  Louisiana ,  April  [May']  18,  1861. 
Captain  :  *  *  *.  On  May  5  the  enemy  were  reported  coming 

down  with  two  gunboats  and  a  transport.  Colonel  Hardeman  being 
absent  sick,  the  brigadier-general  commanding  left  me  in  command 
of  the  forces  on  the  river.  The  enemy  passed  the  upper  section  after 
being  roughly  handled  by  the  artillery  and  small  arms.  The  trans¬ 
port  came  ahead  and  received  the  first  shot  from  Lieutenant  Lyne’s 
section,  which  disabled  her.  The  gunboats  then  opened  fire,  and 
being  armed  with  two  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  two  12-pounder 
rifled  Dahlgrens,  and  four  24-pounder  howitzers  on  one  (the  Signal, 
No.  8),  and  the  armament  of  the  other  being  nearly  the  same,  some 
idea  may  be  gathered  of  the  hot  fire  our  one  Parrott  gun  had  to 

undergo  and  of  the  accuracy  of  her  gunner,  Sergeant  - ,  who 

brought  them  both  to  a  standstill.  Getting  behind  a  bend,  they 
began  a  furious  cannonade  on  our  guns.  I  ordered  Colonel  George 
T.  Madison,  who  was  on  the  extreme  left,  to  move  up  opposite  the 
gunboats  and  open  fire  with  his  Enfields.  The  order  was  promptly 
and  gallantly  obeyed,  thus  drawing  a  portion  of  the  fire.  I  sent  an 
order  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hampton  that  if  his  left  was  secure  and 
no  other  gunboats  in  sight,  to  send  down  Lieutenant  Yoist  with  the 
Parrott  gun  and  we  would  capture  the  boats.  I  soon  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  gun  open  above  us  on  the  enemy,  who  had 
taken  shelter  from  the  gun  below.  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Lyne  asked 
permission  to  move  his  piece  up  and  open  on  the  transport  that  was 
sheltei  eel  by  a  bend  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  She  surrendered 
after  a  few  shots. 

The  enemy,  finding  that  they  were  assailed  from  above  and  below, 
anchored  the  Signal,  No.  8,  so  as  to  present  her  broadside  to  the 
section  below,  and  the  Covington  moved  up  and  engaged  Lieutenant 
Yoist,  who  was  keeping  up  a  steady,  unerring  fire."  A  courier  from 
the  pickets  below  brought  word  of  the  approach  of  another  gunboat, 
and  the  booming  of  her  guns  announced  her  near  approach.  It  was 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


175 


now  evident  that  we  must  work  fast.  I  ordered  Major  Saufley,  com¬ 
manding  Lane’s  regiment,  to  move  up  opposite  the  gunboats  and  close 
their  portholes  if  possible.  A  portion  of  Chisum’s  regiment  arrived 
about  this  time,  under  Lieutenants  Brookshier  and  Gilbert,  having 
run  on  foot  from  the  upper  section  and  joined  in  the  attack.  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Lieutenant  Fry,  and  Company  Id,  Captain  Calhoun,  Baylor’s 
regiment,  were  ordered  up  at  the  same  time.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  smoke  issuing  from  the  Covington ,  and  she  was  soon 
wrapped  in  flames,  her  crew  escaping  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  under  a  hot  fire  from  our  Enfields.  The  Signal ,  No.  8,  still 
continued  the  contest,  no  doubt  relying  on  assistance  from  the  boat 
below.  Lieutenant  Lyne  soon  sent  the  advancing  boat  down  the 
river  badly  crippled.  The  Signal  still  continued  the  fight.  The  fire 
having  reached  the  guns  and  shells  of  the  Covington ,  they  kept  up  a 
continuous  roar.  This  deceived  the  enemy  below,  who  again  came  up 
to  the  attack  and  was  a  second  time  driven  back.  All  of  our  forces 
now  attacked  the  Signal.  The  men  moved  up  to  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  closed  her  portholes,  when  she  surrendered.  None  of  the  crew 
of  the  C ovington  was  captured  and  only  a  portion  of  the  crews  of 
the  Signal  and  transport  John  Warner.  We  have  saved  the  arma¬ 
ment  of  the  Signal ,  a  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  some  of  her  stores. 
******* 

On  the  5th  a  kind  Providence  protected  us  and  not  a  man  was 
wounded. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Wythe  Baylor, 
Colonel ,  Commanding  Lane's  Brigade. 

Captain  Ogden, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  OrderI  Army  of  Western  Louisiana, 

No,  _ .  j  In  the  Field ,  May  2Ih  1861. 

To  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Wharton's  ( formerly  Green's )  Cavalry 
Corps: 

For  forty-six  days  you  have  engaged  the  enemy,  always  superior 
to  you  in  numbers.  When  the  beaten  foe,  with  four  army  corps  of 
infantry  and  upward  of  5,000  cavalry,  began  his  retreat,  you  were 
found  in  battle  in  his  front,  and  hung  upon  his  flanks  and  rear  only 
to  destroy.  In  his  retreat  from  Grand  Ecore  to  the  Atchafalaya 
you  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  upward  of  4,000,  destroying  five 
transports  and  three  gunboats,  all  of  which  was  accomplished  with 
a  loss  to  you  of  but  400  men,  two-thirds  of  whom  will  report  for  duty 
again  within  forty  days.  The  history  of  no  other  campaign  will 
present  the  spectacle  of  a  cavalry  force  capturing  and  killing  more 
of  the  enemy  than  their  own  numbers.  This  you  have  done,  and  m 
so  doing,  have  immortalized  yourselves  and  added  new  luster  to 
Texas,  the  gallantry  of  whose  sons  has  been  illustrated  on  every 
battlefield  from  Gettysburg  to  Glorietta. 

******* 

Jno.  A,  Wharton, 

Major-General. 

B.  F.  Weems, 

Assistcmt  Adjutant-General. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Brent,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  engagement  with  Federal  fleet 
near  junction  of  Cane  and  Red  Rivers,  April  26—27,  1864. 
Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Dist.  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  May  20, 1861/.. 


Major  : 

*  *  *  * 


* 


* 


On  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  April,  Captain  Cornay,  with  his 
battery,  consisting  of  two  12-pounder  brass  guns  and  two  howitzers, 
engaged  on  Red  River,  above  the  lower  mouth  of  Cane  River,  three 
Federal  gunboats  and  two  transports,  which  attempted  to  pass  him. 

The  transport  Champion  No.  3  was  struck  in  the  boiler  by  a  solid 
shot  and  was  enveloped  in  hot  steam  and  water.  This  transport  was 
loaded  with  near  200  negroes,  consisting  of  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  taken  from  the  plantations  above,  and  most  recklessly  and 
cruelly  attempted,  under  the  convoy  of  gunboats  and  under  actual 
tire,  to  be  run  through  the  lines  of  our  army. 

The  12-pound  gun  solid  shot  which  struck  the  boiler  of  the  trans¬ 
port  was  probably  the  most  fatal  single  shot  fired  during  the  war, 
producing  the  death  of  187  human  beings,  over  one-half  instantane¬ 
ously,  and  the  remainder  within  twenty-four  hours.  All  on  board 
except  three  perished  by  the  most  frightful  of  deaths,  and  the 
steamer  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  three  gunboats  and  the  transport  still  above  persisted  in  their 
attempt  to  run  the  gantlet  of  the  battery.  One  of  these,  reported 
by  the  prisoners  to  be  the  Cricket ,  flagship  of  the  Mississippi  Squad¬ 
ron,  with  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  commanding  squadron,  on  board, 
succeeded  in  running  by  the  four  light  field  guns  composing  Cornay’s 
battery,  though  searched  with  fatal  effect  by  their  rapid  and  precise 
fire,  which  drove  the  more  numerous  guns  and  heavier  caliber  of 
metal  of  the  flagship  into  the  total  abandonment  of  her  consorts  and 
convoy,  which  latter,  unable  and  unwilling  to  submit  any  longer  to 
the  close  and  accurate  fire  of  this  gallant  but  unsheltered  and  un¬ 
covered  battery,  turned  their  bows  upstream  and  retired  from  the 
fight.  In  this  engagement  fell  the  gallant  gentleman  and  brave 
soldier,  Captain  F.  O.  Cornay,  while  courageously  and  efficiently 
directing  the  tire  of  his  battery  against  these  gunboats. 

On  the  next  morning,  the  27th,  the  remaining  gunboats  undertook 
to  pass  the  battery,  convoying  the  transport  Champion  No.  5.  After 
a  short  engagement  the  gunboats,  receiving  serious  damage  from  this 
heroic  battery,  ingloriously  fled  and  left  the  transport  exposed  to  so 
fatal  a  fire  that  she  soon  sunk  and  became  our  prize.  In  these  two 
engagements  the  battery  fired  243  rounds  of  ammunition.  Colonel 
Caudle,  of  Polignac’s  division,  with  his  sharpshooters,  rendered 
gallant  and  effective  support  to  the  battery,  and  his  men  are  entitled 
to  special  commendation  for  courage  and  accurate  firing.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  efficient  four-gun  battery  in  these 
two  engagements,  in  which,  without  protection  of  any  kind,  exposed 
at  short  range  to  the  tire  of  the  heavy  guns  of  the  gunboats,  it  en¬ 
gaged  thirty  times  more  than  its  weight  of  metal,  drove  to  flight 
three  gunboats  fighting  under  the  eye  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and 
captured  from  them  two  valuable  transports,  entitles  it  to  the  special 
notice  of  the  major-general  commanding.* 


Since  this  repoit  was  written  Admiral  Porter’s  report  has  been  published, 
from  which  it  seems  the  three  gunboats  were  the  Cricket,  the  Hindman,  and 
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On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  April  two  gunboats  of  the  enemy, 
of  tb?  rn~P  neu  1.nOI110I>  suPPosed  to  be  the  Osage,  and  the  other 
n  W  aSS  i?a  ^d  tm'Glad’  H10untmg  eight  guns  and  protected  by 

hi  RedRi'ver1  °f  Wei>6  dlScovered  *ymg  near  De  Loach’s  Bluff, 

Benton  s  rifle  section,  Captain  Benton  commanding,  and  Nettle’s 
smoothbore  section,  Lieutenant  Smith  commanding  (Captain  Nettles 
present),  supported  by  Major  Williams  with  a  battalion  of  sharp¬ 
shooters,  were  placed  m  position  and  opened  fire  on  the  tin-clad,  who, 
a  ter  severe  punishment,  rapidly  fled  after  an  engagement  of  thirty 


The  iron-plated,  monitor  poured  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  on  the  ar- 
tiffery  and  its  support,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to  it,  in  obedience 
to  general  artillery  orders  not  to  reply  to  the  fire  of  the  iron-plated 
monitors,  and  our  wdiole  fire  was  directed  on  the  eight-gun  eri ri¬ 
ll  oat.  *  *  *  & 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  yours,  respectfully, 

Joseph  L.  Brent, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery ,  c&c. 

Major  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions 
in  case  of  depredations  committed  by  negroes. 

U.  S.  S.  Juliet, 

Off  Ellis  Cliffs ,  March  15,  186 4-. 

Sir:  It  frequently  happens  that  complaints  are  made  to  me  by 
planters  and  overseers  of  the  negroes-  committing  depredations  upon 
them,  such  as  killing  their  beeves  and  hogs.  I  would  beg  leave  to 
ask  what  I  am  authorized  to  do  in  such  cases.  Heretofore,  when  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made,  I  have  taken  on  board  the  offenders  and 
punished  them  by  confinement  in  irons  according  to  offense  com¬ 
mitted,  and  when  released  returned  them  to  the  place  taken  from. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Watson, 

Acting  Master. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

You  must  protect  the  plantations  from  depredations  committed  by 
anyone,  and  when  the  negroes  commit  these  atrocities  you  must 
punish  them. 

the  Juliet.  The  admiral  states  that  he  encountered  eighteen  guns,  which  is 
very  complimentary  to  the  services  of  Captain  Cornay’s  four  guns. 

He  also  says  that  the  Cricket  was  struck  thirty-eight  times  with  shells  and 
solid  shot,  and  that  she  and  the  Juliet  and  Hindmwn  lost  47  killed  and  wounded. 

J.  L.  B. 
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Report  of  Acting  V ohmteer  Lieutenant  Laning ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regard¬ 
ing  the  raising  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Indianola. 

U.  S.  S.  Rattler, 

Off  Hurricane ,  March  15 ,  18fi4- 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  river  has  risen  at  this 
point  about  8  feet  within  five  days  past,  and  is  still  rising  about  18 
inches  in  twenty-four  hours.  I  find  by  measurement  that  it  will 
require  a  further  rise  of  about  13  feet  to  float  the  Indianola.  By 
St.  Louis  papers  of  March  9,  I  learn  that  there  had  been  a  general 
rise  of  nearly  all  the  upper  rivers,  which  seems  to  indicate  a  sufficient 
rise  here  to  float  her.  Appearances  at  this  point,  however,  indicate 
the  contrary,  as  it  has  been  very  dry  and  so  continued,,  and  the 
weather  is  quite  cold.  Should  the  rise  prove  sufficient,  I  think,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  tug  Hyacinth ,  I  can  float  her  off  and  bring  her 
safely  to  anchor.  I  will  report  further  by  U.  S.  S.  N ew  National. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Laning, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Extracts  from'  general  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III „  March  15,  1861+. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  enclose  you  a  private  note  received  from 
Brown,  in  which  he  refers  to  some  promise  of  yours  in  regard  to  his 
nephew.  I  shall  write  to  him  that  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  you. 
Have  you  any  instructions  to  give  regarding  Brown’s  suggestion 
about  iron  on  the  forward  casemate  of  the  Vindicator f 

Do  you  wish  me  to  put  the  Vindicator  on  the  ways,  and  put  the 
copper  on  her? 

Your  order  to  retain  the  copper  brought  down  on  the  Avenger 
came  just  one  day  after  she  sailed,  and  I  had  written  to  you  upon 
the  subject. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Hurd,  commanding  the  Exchange, 
stating  that  the  burning  of  the  carpenter’s  shops  at  Skipwitli’s  Land¬ 
ing  was  purely  the  result  of  accident.  Since  then  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  carpenters  and  have  heard  various  rumors, 
which  lead  me  to  believe  it  was  caused  by  gross  carelessness.  I  have 
ordered  a  court  of  enquiry,  consisting  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk  and  two  other  officers,  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and  will 
forward  their  report  to  you  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

I  am  pushing  ahead  with  new  shops  and  quarters  for  the  carpen¬ 
ters  at  Skipwith’s,  and  will  send  down  material  to  replace  that 
destroyed. 

The  N ew  National  goes  to-day,  loaded  to  her  utmost  capacity,  with 
provisions,  stores,  etc.  Many  articles  required  will  have  to  be  left 
behind.  Large  requisitions  have  been  received  here  from  Memphis 
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for  supplies  of  1,000  men  for  two  months,  and  also  a  large  amount  of 
lumber,  hardware,  etc.,  for  the  repairs  of  vessels,  all  of  which,  I  am 
informed  were  sent  by  your  order.  The  Benefit  will  be  loaded  with 
hese  articles  and  sent-  to  Memphis  with  the  least  possible  delay,  with 
orders  to  return  here  immediately.  She  will  then  take  on  board 
everything  required  by  the  fleet  which  has  been  left  behind  by  the 
New  National,  and  I  will  send  her  to  you.  I  have  ordered  that  all 
Requisitions  sent  from  the  fleet  be  filled  at  once,  and  if  the  Benefit 
lias  not  capacity  for  all  the  articles,  I  will  put  what  she  can  not  carry 
m  a  barge. 

Boggs  writes  from  St.  Louis  that  he  is  about  shipping  to  this  place 
two  barges  of  ice,  one  containing  375  tons,  and  the  other  408  tons. 

The  former  is  for  the  Red  Rover ,  and  the  larger  one  I  will  send 
to  you  the  best  way  I  can.  The  cattle,  he  says,  will  be  sent  to  you  by 
the  steamer  Constitution. 

Four  bales  of  hay  and  all  the  oats  you  ordered  are  on  board  the 
New  N ational ;  the  rest  of  the  hay  will  go  on  the  Benefit. 

The  pumps  for  the  Little  Rebel  are  on  board  the  New  National. 
Mr.  Faulkner  informs  me  that  the  first  that  were  cast  were  defective, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  reject  them.  I  understand  that  the  Winnebago 
will  be  down  here  about  the  1st  April. 

There  are  now  on  board  the  receiving  ship  but  32  men.  They  will 
form  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Hastings ,  or  the  first  vessel  ready. 

Two  more  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  on  the  General  ' Lyon , 
and  one  on  the  New  National.  I  regret  very  much  the  death  of  Mr. 
Bacon,  the  pilot,  of  that  disease,  as  he  was  a  very  good  and  trust¬ 
worthy  man.  I  have  reported  his  death  to  you  officially. 

The  Curlew  having  been  ordered  down  the  river,  and  the  services 
of  the  Robb  being  indispensably  necessary  up  the  Tennessee,  I  am  in 
a  quandary  about  Dunn’s  money.  It  has  not  yet  arrived  at  St.  Louis, 
and  I  hope  by  the  time  it  does  something  will  turn  up. 

By  the  frequent  applications  for  convoy  up  the  Tennessee,  Govern¬ 
ment  must  be  sending  up  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  for  what  pur¬ 
pose  I  don’t  know.  The  army  people  still  seem  to  think  that  boats 
can  cross  Mussel  Shoals,  which  is  not  so ;  the  water  in  the  Tennessee 
is  falling.  Boggs  tells  me  that  he  has  made  all  the  arrangements  for 
the  quantity  of  coal  you  desire. 

Gilman  says  that  all  requisitions  he  has  made  for  the  payment  for 
the  rams  have  passed,  and  his  mind  is  very  much  relieved.  He  seems 
anxious  to  carry  out  your  views  to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  Arizona  is  on  the  ways,  the  first  sea-going  steamer,  I  believe, 
ever  hauled  up  on  Western  ways. 

The  Brown  leaves  to-day  with  three  barges  of  coal,  to  supply  all 
the  gunboats  that  need  it. 

The  Champion  is  ordered  to  drop  her  tow,  as  directed  by  you,  two 
at  Memphis,  two  at  White  River,  and  one  at  Skipwith’s  Landing. 
She  left  on  the  13th. 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 


180 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne ,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Mound  City, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  16 ,  186 V 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  on  board  51  bales  of 
cotton  from  the  place  of  Cornelius  Voorhees  yesterday  evening  and 
152  bales  of  cotton  from  George  Wilson’s  place  this  morning. 

I  put  43  bales  of  the  last  lot  in  a  flat  to  tow,  but  the  flat  running 
under,  the  Price  picked  them  up. 

I  also  took  prisoner  Major  Lewis,  assistant  engineer  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  3L  Langthorne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  prize 
lists  of  certdin  vessels  of  his  command. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Alexandria,  La.,  March  17,  186V 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels: 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington,  for  the  capture  of  62  bales  of  C.  S.  A.  cotton 
in  Black  River,  La.,  March  4,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw,  for  the  capture  of  62  bales  of  C.  S.  A.  cotton  in 
Black  River,  La.,  March  4,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg,  for  the  capture  of  IT  bales  of  C.  S.  A.  cotton, 
May  10,  1863.. 

U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg ,  for  the  capture  of  5  bales  of  C.  S.  A.  cotton, 
April  26,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Argosy,  for  the  capture  of  2  boxes  of  merchandise  at 
Foley’s  Landing,  December  19,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Argosy,  for  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Ben  Franklin ,  De¬ 
cember  14,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Exchange,  for  the  capture  of  632  bales  C.  S.  A.  cotton  in 
the  Yazoo  River,  February,  1864. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wright,  U.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S. '  S.  Avenger,  regarding  accident  to  that  vessel 
coming  from  Cairo ,  III. 

FT.  S.  S.  Avenger, 

Mouth  Red  River,  March  17, 186 V 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders 
transferred  to  me  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Cricket,  and  will 
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leave  for  Cairo  as  soon  as  my  vessel  is  coaled,  sometime  to-day. 
Had  considerable  troiible  with  my  machinery  coming  down.  When 
b  miles  below  Cairo  struck  a  steamer  broadside  on,  thereby  splitting 
the  gallows  frame  to  my  starboard  wheel  and  mashing  in  the  bulk¬ 
head  forward  of  the  wheel,  compelling  me  to  remain  at  Memphis 
nearly  a  day  for  repairs.  The  fault  was  that  of  the  pilot  on  the 
steamer  by  not  taking  the  proper  side.  The  Avenger  makes  verY 
good  time,  but  can  not  make  steam  sufficiently  fast,  owing  to  the  want 
of  good  firemen.  The  mails  forwarded  by  Captain  Pennock  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Cricket. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  Wright, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Doming ,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  March  17, 186V 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Avenger  arrived  last  evening  from  Cairo  and 
returned  this  morning,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  to  convey 
dispatches. 

Last  evening  at  12  a  steamer  came  out  of  Red  River  showing  no 
signal  or  distinguishing  light  and  proceeded  immediately  down  the 
Mississippi.  Suspecting  she  was  not  what  she  should  be,  I  got  under¬ 
way  and  followed  her  to  Tunica  Island,  where  I  succeeded  in  bringing 
her  to,  after  firing  two  shots  across  her  bow,  and  discovered  her  to 
be  the  Fort  Hindman,  going  under  orders  to  Baton  Rouge.  I  imme¬ 
diately  returned  to  my  station  at  this  place. 

The  Little  Rebel  is  patrolling  the  river  between  here  and  Fort 
Adams. 

The  Mississippi  is  rising  at  the  rate  of  15  inches  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Two  of  Admiral  Farragut’s  boats  have  gone  down;  one  of 
them  left  a  mortar  here. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dominy,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg,  on  guard  duty  at  mouth  of  Red 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River,  March  18, 186V 
Sir  :  A  Mr.  Stuart  has  applied  to  me  for  permission  to  go  up  Red 
River  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  colored  men  for  the  Army,  he 
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having;  the  proper  authority  from  Adjutant-General  Thomas.  I  have 
allowed  him  to  take  passage  on  the  U.  S.  S.  F ort  Hindman  and 
ordered  him  to  report  to  you. 

I  have  on  board  5  Confederate  soldiers  who  have  deserted  General 
Walker’s  command.  I  send  them  to  the  provost-marshal  of  Natchez. 

The  river  is  still  rising  fast,  and  everything  is  quiet  as  far  as  I 
can  learn.  There  is  a  brigade  of  colored  troops  from  Port  Hudson 
ordered  up  Red  River.  The  coal  barges  are  in  good  order. 

I  gave  permission  to  one  of  Admiral  Farragut’s  boats  that  came 
clown  to  take  on  150  bushels  of  coal,  as  the  captain  informed  me  that 
he  had  not  enough  to  take  him  to  New  Orleans. 

I  send  you  some  late  papers  by  the  Fort  Hindman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  McElroy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Petrel ,  regarding  reconnoissance  in  the  Sunflower  River ,  and  pro¬ 
posing  to  seize  cotton  as  prize  to  the  Navy. 


XT  S  S  Petrel 
Snyder’s  Bluff ,  March  18,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  just  returned 
from  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Sunflower  as  far  as  Lake  George  and 
Silver  Creek  with  this  vessel  and  the  Prairie  Bird.  There  are  about 
150  rebel  cavalry  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  reported  to  me  that 
William  Jenes  and  other  parties  had  been  getting  C.  S.  A.  cotton 
out  of  the  old  fort  on  Rolling  Fork  and  selling  it  as  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  property.  It  was  also  reported  that  he  has  from  150  to  200 
bales  of  this  cotton  ready  for  shipping  on  his  plantation  on  the  Little 
Sunflower.  There  is  not  water  enough  at  present,  and  I  could  [not] 
go  there  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  river  is  rising 
very  fast  at  this  point.  With  your  permission  I  will  go  up  and 
bring  the  cotton  out  as  prize  to  the  Navy. 

If  this  meets  with  your  approval,  please  let  me  know  by  return 
of  dispatch  boat  New  National,  and  I  will  go  at  once  for  the  cotton. 

We  use  very  little  coal,  as  I  keep  the  crew  employed  chopping  wood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  McElroy, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

You  will  secure  all  C.  S.  A.  cotton  as  prize  to  the  Navy,  no  matter 
where  found,  and  all  other  cotton  owned  by  rebels,  but  do  not  move 
about  until  the  water  is  higher,  and  then  carefully. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- C onvmander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy /,  regarding  ves¬ 
sels  building  at  Bridgeport ,  T ennessee  River. 


TT.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cumberland  River ,  March  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  haw  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boats  building  at  Bridge¬ 
port  are  progressing  as  fast  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circum¬ 
stances.  W  ork  was  delayed  a  little  for  want  of  spikes  a  few  days 
ago,  but  has  again  been  resumed.  One  of  the  boats  has  been  launched, 
another  is  nearly  ready,  and  they  are  now  getting  out  the  timbers  for 
the  third. 

I  am  picking  up  a  few  men  now  and  then  to  man  them,  and  think 
I  can  have  full  crews  for  them  as  they  are  ready.  The  one  launched 
is  a  beautiful  model,  and  I  think  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
side-wheel  boat. 

I  should  like  Mr.  Kendall  to  go  over  there  for  a  day  or  two  when 
he  can  spare  the  time;  it  need  not  take  him  over  two  days.  When 
they  are  ready  to  put  up  the  casemates,  I  should  like  him  to  go 
over  to  give  some  directions  about  the  minutiae  of  fitting  chocks,  etc. 

While  there  is  a  gunboat  squadron  of  the  generals  in  the  West, 
why  not  put  an  admiral  in  with  them?  I  think  it  no  more  than 
right  that  we  should  have  an  “Admiral  Porter,”  too. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  General  Grant,  as  he  has  been  mov¬ 
ing,  but  expect  to  be  able  to  see  him  this  coming  week  in  Louisville, 
as  soon  as  he  returns  from  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  regarding  the  case  of  the  steamer  Volunteer. 

Navy  Department,  March  19,  186V 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Joshua  Hanna,  of  Pittsburg,  dated  the  12th  instant,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  accompanying  communication,  dated 
the  16th  instant,  addressed  to  you,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Volunteer ,*  seized  in  November  last  by  the  Mississippi  Squad¬ 
ron,  which  were  referred  by  you  to  this  Department  for  information 
on  the  subject. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  this  Department  has  not  been  fur¬ 
nished  by  Rear-Admiral  Porter  with  a  full  report  of  the  seizure  of 
the  steamer  Volunteer.  On  the  20th  ultimo  he  forwarded  to  me  an 
appraisement  of  the  vessel,  stating  that  she  had  been  captured  some 
time  since  for  illicit  trading,  robbing  plantations,  etc.,  and  that 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  transports  he  had  obtained  permission  from 
the  judge  of  the  district  to  use  her  for  Government  service.  The 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  25,  pp.  597-601, 
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Volunteer  was  appraised  at  $25,000,  and  a  requisition  for  that  sum 
was  drawn  by  this  Department  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

You  will  thus  perceive  that  the  case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  district 
court  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  and  therefore  no  longer  under  the  control 
of  this  Department. 

I  herewith  return  the  papers  which  were  referred  to  me  and  am, 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  vigilance 
against  destructive  inventions  of  the  enemy. 


U.  ■S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  March  20, 186L 


General  Order, 1 
No.  184.  1 


The  enemy  have  adopted  new  inventions  to  destroy  human  life 
and  vessels  in  the  shape  of  torpedoes,  and  an  article  resembling  coal, 
which  is  to  be  placed  in  our  coal  piles  for  the  purpose  of  blowing 
the  vessels  up,  or  injuring  them.  Officers  will  have  to  be  careful 
in  overlooking  coal  barges.  Guards  will  be  placed  over  them  at  all 
times,  and  anyone  found  attempting  to  place  any  of  these  things 
amongst  the  coal  will  be  shot  on  the  spot. 

The  same  policy  will  be  adopted  toward  those  persons  who  are 
caught  planting  torpedoes,  or  floating  them  down,  or  with  any  of 
these  inventions  in  their  possession. 

Extra  vigilance  will  be  required  in  preventing  the  passing  of  boats 
across  the  different  rivers.  Anything  in  the  shape  of  a  boat  or  scow 
must  be  destroyed,  no  matter  to  whom  it  may  belong.  No  pass  will 
be  given  to  anyone  to  cross  or  recross  a  river.  No  letter  of  any  kind 
will  be  permitted  to  pass,  and  no  boats  will  after  this  take  from  the 
banks  anyone  (except  contrabands)  who  have  not  passes  from  me. 
No  one  will  be  allowed  to  go  on  board  any  gunboat  unless  the  com¬ 
mander  knows  them  personally  and  can  vouch  for  them.  Their 
names  must  be  mentioned  in  the  log  and  the  facts  reported  to  me. 

The  transports  are  not  to  take  on  board  refugees  or  prisoners  of 
war  or  deserters,  and  only  such  persons  as  are  authorized  at  Cairo 
or  by  me. 

All  persons  captured  are  to  be  thoroughly  searched,  also  all  trunks 
and  clothing.  All  letters  to  be  sent  to  me.  When  wheeled  vehicles 
are  captured,  the  lining  and  seats  are  to  be  cut  and  examined,  horses, 
harness,  and  in  fact  everything  where  there  is  the  least  chance  of 
stowing  correspondence.  No  person  is  to  be  released  who  is  caught 
carrying  mails,  but  sent  to  Cairo  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  The  same 
with  all  ferrymen,  whose  property  will  be  confiscated  on  the  spot. 

The  names  of  persons  who  are  engaged  in  the  torpedo  business  are : 
R.  W.  Dunn,  E.  C.  Singer,  J.  D.  Breaman,  J.  R.  Fretwell,  C.  E. 
Frary,  F.  M.  Tucker,  L.  C.  Hirchbarger,  and  the  sooner  they  are  got 
rid  of  the  better. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  order 
for  the  restoration  to  owners  of  steamer  Clara  D olsen. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Alexandria ,  La .,  March  20,  186  4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  in 
relation  to  turning  over  the  Clara  Dolsen  to  the  owners,  and  have 
directed  that  she  be  restored.  I  can  do  without  her  and  do  not  con¬ 
sider  it  necessary  to  hire  her.  The  owners  would  charge  more  than 
the  cost  of  a  new  vessel.  A  steamer  like  the  Clara  Dolsen  would 
charter  now  for  $100,000  a  year. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Doming,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg ,  on  guard  duty  at  mouth  of  Red 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  March  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  As  there  is  no  boat  here  to  tow  coal  barges,  Captain  Bichard- 
son,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  General  Price ,  said  that  he  would  take  two 
barges  up. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  send  your  dispatches  up  the  river  as  yet. 
No  boat  has  passed  up  since  the  General  Price  came  down.  I  shall 
send  them  up  by  the  first  boat. 

The  steamer  Sultana  arrived  yesterday  and  left  some  stores  for 
you,  which  I  forward  to  you  by  the  New  National.  I  gave  permis¬ 
sion  to  J.  Lewis,  sutler  of  the  Marine  Brigade,  also  Lieutenant 
[Benj.  F.]  Housel  with  four  enlisted  men.  Lieutenant  Housel  has 
orders  from  General  McPherson  to  go  up  Red  River  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  colored  troops  for  the  Army.  I  ordered  them  to  report 
to  you  in  person. 

I  shall  have  the  barge  loaded  with  cotton  anchored  out  in  the 
stream  as  I  do  not  consider  it  safe  lying  at  the  bank. 

I  shall  have  barges  ready  at  all  times  to  receive  cotton. 

As  soon  as  a  towboat  arrives  I  shall  send  up  some  coal  barges  as 
you  desire.  The  General  Price  leaves  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  captured 
letters  referring  to  the  institution  of  torpedo  service. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Alexandria,  La.,  March  20, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  some  rebel  correspondence 
which  was  captured  by  the  gunboat  Signal  a  day  or  two  since,  while 
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the  rebel  mail  carrier  was  crossing  the  river.  It  gives  a  complete 
history  of  the  rebel  torpedoes,  the  machine  that  blew  up  the  Housa - 
tonic ,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done.  They  have  just  ap¬ 
pointed  a  torpedo  corps  (I  send  one  of  the  commissions)  for  the 
purpose  of  blowing  up  property  of  all  kinds.  Amongst  other  devilish 
inventions  is  a  torpedo  resembling  a  lump  of  coal,  to  be  placed  in 
coal  piles  and  amongst  the  coal  put  on  board  vessels.  The  names  of 
the  parties  are  all  mentioned  in  the  correspondence,  and  I  send  a 
photograph  of  one  of  them,  which,  if  multiplied  and  put  in  the  hands 
of  detectives,  may  be  of  service. 

I  have  given  orders  to  commanders  of  vessels  not  to  be  very  par¬ 
ticular  about  the  treatment  of  any  of  these  desperadoes  if  caught — 
only  summary  punishment  will  be  effective.  I  trust  that  we  will  be 
prepared  to  avoid  any  of  their  machines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  drnAral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 


Richmond,  Ya.,  January  19, 186 4. 

My  Dear  Colonel:  I  hope  you  have  received  all  my  letters.  I 
wrote  two  to  Mobile,  one  to  Columbus,  and  two  to  Brandon,  [Miss.]. 
I  now  send  this  by  a  party  who  is  going  to  Shreveport  and  promised 
to  leg iv  your  whereabouts,  so  as  to  forward  it  to  you. 

1  have  met  with  much  delay  and  annoyance  since  you  left.  The 
castings  have  all  been  completed  some  time,  and  the  coal  is  so  perfect 
that  the  most  critical  eye  could  not  detect  it.  The  President  thinks 
them  perfect,  but  Mr.  Seddon  will  do  nothing  without  Congressional 
action,  so  I  have  been  engaged  for  the  last  two  weeks  in  getting  up  a 
bill  that  will  cover  my  case ;  at  last  it  has  met  his  approval  and  will 
to-day  go  to  the  Senate,  thence  to  the  House  in  secret  session.  It 
provides  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  have  the  power  to  organize 
a  secret-service  corps,  commission,  enlist,  and  detail  parties,  who 
shall  retain  former  rank  and  pay ;  also  give  such  compensation  as  he 
may  deem  fit,  not  exceeding  50  per  cent,  for  property  partially  and 
totally  destroyed;  also  to  advance,  when  necessary,  out  of  the  secret- 
service  fund,  money  to  parties  engaging  to  injure  the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  this  bill  becomes  a  law  I  "have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  o-et 
a  suitable  commission  and  means  to  progress  with,  and  that  all  the 
appointments  you  or  I  have  made  will  be  confirmed.  I  recei\red  your 
letter  from  Mobile,  dated  the  5th  instant,  and  feel  obliged  by  your 
honor  to  my  draft,  which  was  most  acceptable,  as  I  was  almost  run 
out.  boon  after  sending  the  draft  for  collection  I  received  from  Mr. 
Conroe  $417,  the  amount  due  you  by  Brown,  as  per  his  due  bill' 
Ihis  makes  me  your  debtor  to  the  amount' of  $1,417,  which  I  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  refund.  If  you  have  not  used  my  draft  on  St. 
Louis,  I  would  prefer  you  not  sending  it  forward,  as  it  might  com¬ 
promise  Clendenen,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  funds  very  soon,  for,  if  the 
Government  does  not  advance  me,  I  have  a  most  respectable  gambler 
ready  at  any  time  to  buy  an  interest  and  put  up  the  money.  "  It  will 
oidy  be  necessity  that  will  cause  me  to  make  such  an  association,  but 
the  old  adage,  “Any  port  in  a  storm.” 
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I  wrote  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mackall  that  I  could  not  at  present 
send  the  Secretary  of  War’s  endorsement.  I  advised  the  latter  to 
come  on  here  if  he  wished  to  enter  into  the  business  with  vigor,  for  I 
would  like  to  know  his  field  of  operations. 

Not  expecting  that  you  are  still  on  this  side,  I  can  not  send  you 
any  castings,  Had  you  telegraphed  me  and  written  as  you  promised, 
I  would  have  known  at  what  time  you  would  leave  Brandon,  [Miss.]. 
I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  some  to  Shreveport  or 
any  point  on  this  side  that  you  designate.  In  the  meantime  you 
must  use  the  auger  and  get  what  powder  you  can.  I  am  certain  it 
will  prove  effective.  As  soon  as  I  get  all  matters  arranged  here  I 
will  send  a  special  messenger  to  Shreveport,  where,  I  suppose,  he  will 
hear  of  your  whereabouts.  Give  my  love  to  Pike  and  Hobbs. 

Your  friend, 

T.  E.  Courtenay. 

Colonel  H.  E.  Clark, 

7  th  Missouri  Cavalry , 

Major-General  Price’’s  Headquarters ,  Arkansas. 


Mobile,  Ala.,  March  3 ,  lS6j. 

My  Dear  Wife  :  *  *  *  I  write  this  to  send  by  Bob  Dunn,  who 

leaves  here  Saturday  morning  for  home.  *  *  *  I  wrote  to  you 

when  Bob  left  for  Richmond  and  hinted  (for  then  I  did  not  dare  do 
more)  at  the  object  of  his  mission  thither,  and  now,  having  a  more 
reliable  conveyance  for  my  letter,  can  talk  to  you  more  freely  of  the 
matter;  and,  in  doing  so,  will  endeavor  to  explain  to  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  why  it  was  mutually  agreed  between  ourselves  that  Singer  and 
myself  should  remain  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  Bob  return  to 
Texas.  Discovering  that  our  business  on  this  side  (so  far  as  making 
further  contracts  was  concerned)  was  about  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
that  but  very  few  of  us  could  render  ourselves  useful  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  by  going  across  the  Mississippi,  we  at  once  concentrated  all  the 
inventive  genius  in  our  party  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  something 
new  that  would  carry  destruction  to  the  Yankees,  make  money  for 
ourselves,  and  at  the  same  time  be  of  great  service  to  the  Confederacy. 
The  result  was  that  I  got  up  the  plan  of  an  ironclad  torpedo  boat  that, 
all  who  saw  it  admitted,  was  equal  to  the  task  of  destroying  any  war 
ship  now  afloat.  To  carry  out  our  plan  and  get  our  new  boat  under 
headway,  it  was  necessary,  first,  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the 
authorities  at  Richmond,  get  their  approval  of  the  scheme,  and  au¬ 
thority,  together  with  money  and  material,  to  build  her.  Secondly, 
after  this  was  accomplished  the  boat  would  have  to  be  constructed, 
manned,  and  used.  In  order  that  the  first  part  of  our  work  should 
be  properly  begun,  we  deemed  it  best,  after  consultation,  to  send 
Dunn  to  Richmond,  and  through  the  influence  of  Wigfall  and  others 
to  get  the  matter  before  Congress,  and  authority  procured  from  it 
to  carry  out  our  plans.  This  part  of  the  business  Dunn  was  well 
suited  for,  and  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing  what  we  desired,  all 
of  which  he  will  explain  to  you.  Next  came  Singer’s  duties  and  my 
own,  which  were  to  superintend  the  construction  and  management 
of  the  boats  after  they  were  built.  This  requires  considerable  in- 
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genuity  and  knowledge  of  machinery,  and  for  this  part  of  the  work 
no  one  was  at  hand  but  Singer  and  myself.  This  was  the  programme 
agreed  upon,  and  as  [neither]  Singer  nor  myself  could  go  home,  and 
feeling  it  was  necessary  some  one  should  be  there  to  take  care  and 
look  after  our  families,  we  agreed  that  after  Dunn  had  finished  his 
part  of  the  work  he  should  go  home.  Having  thus  given  you  an 
outline  of  our  plans,  you  can  judge  for  yourself  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
arrangement.  That  I  am  more  than  anxious  to  go  home  I  hope  you 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt;  in  fact,  know  that  you  have  not,  but 
you  will  readily  perceive  that  under  the  circumstances  I  must  remain 
on  this  side  for  some  time,  or  otherwise  give  up  our  present  scheme 
entirely.  Bradbury  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  us  on  this  side 
in  building  our  boats,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  may  come  over  when 
Dunn  gets  home.  If  so,  and  you  think  it  at  all  practicable  to  come 
with  him,  I  wrnuld  like  for  you  to  do  so.  I  have  talked  with  Dunn 
about  this,  and  when  you  see  him,  he  will  be  able  to  tell  you  all  about 
the  trip  and  counsel  with  you  about  making  the  journey.  Nothing 
would  please  me  more  than  to  have  you  with  me,  and  if  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  get  together,  it  must  be  done,  as  we  are  looking  daily  for 
news  from  Singer  (who  is  still  in  Richmond),  after  which  I  shall 
be  able  to  write  you  definitely  in  regard  to  my  future  movements. 
If  there  is  any  slip  at  Richmond  in  issuing  our  orders  to  our  entire 
satisfaction,  then  all  of  us  will  go  across  the  river,  so  that  I  am  now 
in  a  state  of  happy  indifference.  If  everything  is  fixed  up  at  Rich¬ 
mond  to  our  satisfaction,  it  is  well;  if  not,  we  go  home,  which  is 
better. 

Since  we  have  been  on  this  side  of  the  river  we  have  gotten  up  a 
great  many  projects  and  have  been  interested  in  many  new  schemes, 
the  particulars  of  which  are  too  lengthy  for  an  ordinary  letter. 
Among  the  number,  however,  was  a  submarine  boat,  built  at  this 
place,  of  which  Whitney  and  myself  bought  one-fifth  for  $3,000.  We 
took  her  to  Charleston,  [S.  C.],  for  the  purpose  of  operating  there, 
and  a  few  days  after  her  arrive!  there,  she  sunk  through  carelessness 
and  her  crew  of  5  men  drowned.  Another  crew  of  8  men  went  on 
from  here,  raised  her,  and  while  experimenting  with  her  in  the 
harbor,  sunk  her  and  all  8  were  drowned.  Lieutenant  Dixon  then 
went  on  from  here  and  got  another  crew  in  Charleston.  A  few 
nights  ago  he  went  out,  attacked  and  sunk  the  steam  sloop  of  war 
Housatonic ,  but,  unfortunately  (like  his  predecessors  in  this  desperate 
and  untried  adventure),  fear  that  he  and  his  crew  were  all  lost.  I 
enclose  you  a  slip  from  our  paper,  giving  an  account  of  the  affair, 
which  will  be  interesting  to  you,  as  Singer  and  myself  built  the 
torpedoes  with  which  the  ship  was  destroyed,  and  besides  we  own 
a  considerable  interest  in  the  value  of  the  ship,  as  the  owners  and 
crew  or  the  boat  got  one-half  of  her  value  for  destroying  her.  Be¬ 
sides  this,  we  sunk  one  boat  and  seriously  injured  another  in  the 
l  ork  River  m  December,  the  full  particulars  of  all  of  which  Dunn 
will  tell  you  when  he  sees  you. 

Friday ,  March  h  186 A — This,  my  dear  Nelly,  is  your  birthday,  and 
how  I  wish  I  could  be  with  you  to  celebrate  it.  Let  us  hope  at  least 
that  when  your  next  comes  around,  we  shall  be  together.  Since 
writing  the  previous  page  I  learn  that  the  torpedo  boat  and  crew  that 
sunk  the  IloxLsatonic  are  all  safe.  So  says  the  Charleston  Mercury  of 
a  late  date,  and  I  hope  and  trust  it  is  so.  *  *  *  If  the  enemy 
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occupy  Lavaca,  I  should  prefer  you  would  leave,  but  I  think  it  very 
doubtful  about  their  doing  so;  in  fact  we  have  a  report  here  that 
Banks  is  withdrawing  his  forces  from  Texas  to  New  Orleans.  *  *  * 
Bob  leaves  in  the  morning,  and  as  my  sheet  is  near  full  and  no 
news  to  tell,  I  will  close.  *  *  * 

Your  affectionate  and  devoted  husband, 

J.  D.  Breaman. 


Engineer  IIdqrs.,  Dept.  Northern  Virginia,  July  1 1863. 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  the  13th,  appointing 
the  undersigned  a  commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  merits 
of  Mr.  E.  C.  Singer’s  torpedo,  we  beg  to  state  that  we  have  carefully 
examined  the  same  and  submit  the  following  report : 

First.  “As  to  the  plan  for  exploding  the  charge.”  In  this  plan, 
or  lock,  in  our  opinion,  consists  the  great  merit  of  the  invention.  The 
lock  is  simple,  strong,  and  not  liable  at  any  time  to  be  out  of  order, 
and  as  the  caps  which  ignite  the  charge  are  placed  within  the  powder 
magazine  they  are  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  moisture.  While  the 
percussion  is  upon  the  exterior  of  the  magazine,  actual  contact  with 
the  rod  which  acts  as  a  trigger  is  necessary,  but  by  mechanical  con¬ 
trivances  the  contact  may  be  obtained  in  various  ways. 

Second.  The  certainty  of  action  depends,  of  course,  upon  contact, 
but  by  the  peculiar  and  excellent  arrangement  of  the  lock  and  plan 
of  percussion  mentioned  above  the  certainty  of  explosion  is  almost 
absolute.  One  great  advantage  the  torpedo  possesses  over  many 
others  is  that  its  explosion  does  not  depend  upon  the  action  or  judg¬ 
ment  of  an  individual;  that  it  is  safe  from  premature  ignition,  and 
at  the  same  time  is  cheap  and  portable,  while  its  position  in  river 
or  harbor  can  not  readily  be  ascertained  by  an  enemy’s  vessel. 

Third.  The  efficiency  of  its  explosion,  if  made  in  deep  channel, 
can  not  well  be  ascertained  without  experiment,  but  would  be  the 
same  as  submarines  fired  by  any  other  contrivance.  We  are  of  the 
opinion,  however,  from  the  best  information  accessible,  that  if  the 
powder,  say  100  pounds  quantity,  is  within  the  distance  of  15  feet 
from  the  keel  of  a  vessel  when  exploded  its  efficient  action  is  not 
materially  affected  by  the  depth  of  channel.  Of  course,  the  quantity 
of  powder  required  would  have  to  be  determined  by  experiment. 
Rifle  powder,  from  its  more  rapid  combustion,  would  be  preferable 
in  deep  water  to  cannon  powder,  while  some  of  the  detonating  com¬ 
pounds  would  doubtless  effect  certain  destruction  to  vessels  passing 
over  torpedoes  at  even  much  greater  depth. 

The  peculiar  arrangements  for  firing  the  batteries  would  have  to 
be  determined  by  the  circumstances  of  position  and  draft  of  vessels 
and  motion  of  currents,  depth  and  width  of  channels,  and  would 
require  the  exercise  of  great  judgment  on  the  part  of  those  intrusted 
with  the  duty  of  placing  them. 

We  are  so  well  satisfied  with  the  merits  of  Mr.  Singer’s  torpedo 
that  we  recommend  the  Engineer  Department  to  give  it  a  thorough 
test,  and,  if  practicable,  to  have  some  of  them  placed  at  an  early  day 
in  some  of  the  river  approaches  of  Richmond. 

General  remarks. 

The  mode  of  loading  this  torpedo  dispenses  with  any  connection 
through  the  case  of  the  magazine,  involving  no  packing  of  any  kind. 


190 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


The  risk  of  the  lock  fouling  by  sand  or  mud,  if  on  the  bottom  of 
a  stream,  we  think  can  be  prevented  by  inclosing  it  in  a  metal  case, 
which  woidd  be  nearly  water-tight. 

In  narrow  streams  these  could  be  placed  in  quincunx,  so  that  a 
vessel  attempting  to  pass  would  be  sure  to  come  in  contact  with  some 
one.  The  inventor  also  claims  to  be  able  to  go  to  a  vessel  with  one  or 
two  and  get  them  in  contact  so  as  to  explode.  This  can  be  done,  but 
so  much  depends  on  the  nerve  and  daring  of  individuals  that  there 
is  no  certainty  of  it.  Judging  from  the  success  of  blasting  rocks  by 
powder  superposed  upon  the  rocks  with  a  deep  column  of  water  over 
it,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  depth  of  water  below  a  torpedo 
would  not  interfere  with  its  success.  Lieutenant  Bolton,  who  saw 
and  blasted  a  great  deal  in  East  River  near  New  York,  says  100 
pounds  of  powder  15  feet  from  the  bottom  of  a  vessel  would  break 
her  sides  or  bottom.  We  would  add  that  a  proposed  adoption  of 
these  locks  to  the  explosion  of  shell  or  batteries  under  railroad  tracks, 
for  defenses  of  approach  to  fortified  works  and  for  blowing  up 
bridges,  seems  to  us  very  simple  and  effective,  also  an  ingenious  plan 
for  affixing  torpedoes  to  spar  or  bow  of  ironclads. 

We  consider  the  employment  of  submarines  as  a  legitimate  mode  of 
defense,  and,  as  officers  connected  with  the  defense  of  Richmond, 
feel  it  our  duty  to  recommend  torpedoes  as  a  powerful  accessory  to 
our  limited  means. 

The  moral  effect  of  an  explosion  upon  an  enemy  would  be  incal¬ 
culable,  and  would  doubtless  deter  them  from  attempting  to  bring 
troops  by  transports  to  points  as  accessible  to  the  city  as  White  House 
or  Brandon,  [Ya.’J. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  Stevens, 

Colonel  Engineers. 

John  A.  Williams, 

Major  Engineers. 

W.  G.  Turpin, 

Captain  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Special  Orders,  1  Headquarters,  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  135.  J  Little  Rock ,  August  18,  1863. 

VI.  Thomas  E.  Courtenay,  esq.,  is,  by  direction  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  the  Department  of  Trans-Mississippi,  author¬ 
ized  to  enlist  a  secret  service  corps,  not  exceeding  20  men,  to  be 
employed  by  him,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  district  commander. 
******* 


By  command  of  Major-General  Price: 

Thomas  L.  Snead, 

_  Acting  Adjutant-General. 

Thomas  E.  Courtenay,  Esq. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  I  hereby  appoint - a  member  of 

the  Secret  Service  Corps,  to  report  to  me  at - - —  on  or  before  the 

- day  of - ,  1864. 


Thos.  E.  Courtenay, 
Captain,  Secret  Service  Corps. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Engineer  Bureau ,  September  15,  1863. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  in  addition  to  the  names  speci¬ 
fied  in  my  letter  *  of  the  20th  ultimo  the  following  list  of  men  who, 
by  the  wish  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  War,  are  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  your  department  on  the  special  service  of  destroying  the 
enemy’s  property  by  torpedoes  and  similar  inventions,  viz.f 

These  men  should  each  be  enlisted  in  and  form  part  of  an  engineer 
company,  but  will,  nevertheless,  be  employed,  so  far  as  possible,  on 
the  service  specified  above  when  the  public  interest,  in  your  judg¬ 
ment,  requires  it.  Details  of  additional  men  may  be  made  either 
from  the  engineer  troops,  or  from  the  line  to  aid  them  in  their  par¬ 
ticular  duties,  and  they  may  be  furnished  by  the  military  authorities 
with  the  necessary  ammunition,  their  compensation  to  be  50  per 
cent  of  the  property  destroyed  by  their  new  i  nventions  and  all  the 
arms  and  munitions  captured  by  them  by  the  use  of  torpedoes  or 
of  similar  devices.  Beyond  this  they  will  be  entitled  to  such  other 
rewards  as  Congress  may  hereafter  provide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Rives, 

Lieutenant-C olonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond,  V a.,  September  15,  1863. 

R.  W.  Dunn,  having  been  selected  for  special  service,  is  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant-General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  be  attached  to  one  of  the  companies  of  engineer  troops  now 
being  organized  in  that  department  under  the  act  of  Congress,  “  to 
provide  and  organize  engineer  troops  to  serve  during  the  war,”  ap¬ 
proved  20th  March,  1863. 

A.  L.  Rives, 

Lieutenant-C  olonel  and  Acting  Chief  Bureau. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  enclosing  general  order 
for  the  arrest  of  persons  engaged  in  torpedo  service. 


No.  88.]  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Off  Alexandria,  La.,  March  21, 186 f. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  order  I  had 


i  rin  ted  for 
others,  to 
o  business. 


the  information  of  the  provost  marshals,  detectives,  anc 
enable  them  to  arrest  the  parties  engaged  in  this  torped 
The  letter  printed  at  the  end  of  the  order  is  one  captured  in  the  rebel 
mail,  and  was  to  be  used  as  a  letter  of  introduction  by  R.  W.  Dunn, 
E.  C.  Singer,  and  others,  to  help  them  along  in  their  scheme. 


*  See  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  Series  I,  vol.  2C>, 
pt.  2,  p.  173. 
t  See  p.  192. 
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Among  the  names  I  find  that  of  W.  P.  Mellen.  I  know  no  one  of 
this  name  on  the  Mississippi  River,  at  Natchez,  excepting  W.  P.  Mel¬ 
len,  the  special  Treasury  agent.  I  don’t  pretend  to  say  that  he  is  the 
one  alluded  to.  The  Department  can  best  judge  what  steps  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  in  this  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

General  Order  1  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

No.  185.  J  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  21,  186 If. 

The  persons  mentioned  in  the  following  letter  are  rebels,  engaged 
as  agents  for  the  Confederate  Government,  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  furthering  the  views  of  said  Government  in  destroying  Union  ves¬ 
sels  by  torpedoes  and  other  inventions.  All  officers  belonging  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  are  requested  to  arrest  them  wherever  found. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Copy.] 

To  introduce  R.  W.  Dunn,  E.  C.  Singer,  and  J.  D.  Breaman  to  my 
friends:  B.  C.  Adams,  Grenada  j  Captain  Samuel  Applegate,  Win¬ 
ona;  Colonel  H.  H.  Miller,  commanding  regiment  west  of  Granada 
and  Carrollton;  W.  P.  Mellen,  Natchez;  Major  John  B.  Peyton, 
Raymond;  Judge  D.  H.  Prosser,  F.  A.  Boyle,  Woodville;  Henry 
Skipwith,  Clinton,  La, ;  Conrad  McRae,  Fordoche,  La. ;  W.  Barton, 
J.  J.  Morgan,  T.  G.  Calvit,  James  E.  Lindsey,  Wm.  M.  Lindsey,  Wm. 
FI.  Neilson,  Samuel  Faulkner,  Atchafalaya  River,  La.;  Colonel 
James  M.  Porter,  Colonel  Wm.  B.  Davis,  Colonel  Wm.  Offatt,  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Capps,  S.  A.  Scribner,  Elbert  Goull,  T.  C.  Anderson, 
Simon  Richard,  St,  Landry,  La.;  Henderson  Taylor,  S.  L.  Taylor, 
Marksville,  La.;  H.  Robertson,  S.  W.  Henarie,  Governor  T.  O. 
Moore,  Colonel  C.  Manning,  Alexandria,  La.;  General  M.  Wells, 
General  P.  F.  Kearny,  Hugh  M.  Kearny,  esq.,  B.  F.  Murdock.  Rap¬ 
ides  and  Avoyelles  Parish,  La.;  B.  C.  Crow,  esq.,  Lafayette  Parish, 
La.;  Hon.  John  Moore,  Wm.  Robertson,  St.  Martins  Parish,  La.; 
Judge  Baker,  T.  J.  Foster,  Judge  Palfrey,  St,  Mary’s  Parish,  La.; 
Daniel  Dennet,  editor  “Planter’s  Banner”;  Mr.  Sickles  (kindred 
spirits),  Phanor  Prudhomme,  esq.,  St.  Mary’s  Parish;  John  Blair 
Smith,  Natchitoches  Parish,  La,;  Colonel  IF.  J.  G.  Battle,  Reuben 
White,  Caddo,  La. 

We  must  all  help  one  another,  and  those  who  can  be  efficient  in 
our  cause  must  receive  all  necessary  hospitality,  aid,  and  informa¬ 
tion.  I  introduce  none  but  the  worthy. 


B.  J.  Page. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-G ommander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  orders. 


U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  March  21 ,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vonr  com¬ 
munication*  of  yesterday  relating  to  sending  an  armed"  party  to 
report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps;  also  General  Order  No. 
184. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Flagship  Black  Hawk.  ■ 


Letter  from-  plantation  agent  at  Natchez  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnston ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose , 
requesting  information  regarding  cotton  seized  by  the  latter. 

Office  of  Assistant  Special  Agent  of  the 

Treasury  Department  for  Leasing  Plantations, 

Natchez ,  Miss.,  March  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  William  P.  Mellen,  supervising  special 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  appointing 
me  to  the  office  of  assistant  special  agent  for  leasing  plantations,  I 
am  instructed  to  “take  charge  of  all  abandoned  property  collected 
by  the  lessees  of  plantations,”  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  his  order; 
and  again,  in  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  assistant  special  agents 
and  to  surveyors  and  collectors  of  customs  in  the  first  agency,  elated 
Vicksburg,  March  13,  1864,  Mr.  Mellen  orders  as  follows:  “All 
abandoned  property  collected  upon  a  plantation,  leased  by  an  assist¬ 
ant  special  agent,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  agent  only,  and  shall  be 
receipted  for  and  forwarded  by  him  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.”  In  compliance  with 
instructions,  a  part  of  which  are  quoted  above,  on  the  11th  day  of 
February  last,  I  gave  authority  to  Mr.  James  C.  Warner,  a  lessee  of 
the  Legeant  [L’Argent?]  (being  an  abandoned)  plantation,  to  “col¬ 
lect  and  secure  all  the  cotton  and  other  crops  heretofore  grown,  and 
now  remaining  on  said  plantation,  and  to  deliver  the  cotton  so 
gathered  and  secured,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  a  safe  point,  to  be 
designated  by  said  Burnet,  or  at  the  port  of  Natchez,  as  said  Burnet 
may  direct.”  In  pursuance  of  said  authority,  Mr.  Warner,  on  or 
about  the  10th  instant,  hauled  to  the  bank  of  the  river  a  lot  of  cot¬ 
ton,  to  wit,  15  bales  set  apart  for  the  Government  out  of  a  lot  of  30 
bales,  by  Charles  Scott,  my  agent,  appointed  therefor,  and  delivered 
the  said  15  bales  to  said  Scott,  to  be  held  subject  to  my  instructions. 

On  or  about  the  18th  instant,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Scott,  the 
gunboat  No.  9,  of  which  you  are  in  command,  landed  at  the  place 
where  said  cotton  was  deposited,  and,  taking  it  on  board,  brought 


*  Not  found. 
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it  to  the  port  of  Natchez  and  there  refused  to  deliver  it  to  my 
agent. 

1  have  respectfully  to  ask  you  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated,  that 
the  cotton  referred  to  was  so  taken  by  you,  and  if  so,  the  reason  for 
so  taking  it  and  refusing  to  return  it  to  my  possession;  and  also  re¬ 
spectfully  to  ask  you,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  ap¬ 
proved  March  12,  1863,  and  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
dated  March  1,  1863,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hand  you 
some  time  since,  and  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  return  said  15  bales  of  cotton  to  my 
possession  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bijrnet, 

Assistant  Special  Agent  fat *  Plantations ,  Natchez  District. 

Captain  [J.  V.]  Johnston, 

Commanding  Gunboat  No.  9. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Doming,  U.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg ,  on  guard  duty  at  mouth  of  Red 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Red  River ,  March  23, 186 J 

Sir:  The  steamer  Constitution  brought  down  to-day  30  head  of 
beef  cattle,  and  as  I  had  no  place  to  keep  them  on  shore,  and  no  feed 
for  them,  I  shipped  them  on  the  steamer  La  Crosse  to  you.  The  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  La  Crosse  has  given  me  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  trade 
or  hold  any  communication  with  the  shore  until  he  reports  to  you  on 
his  way  up  Red  River. 

I  have  made  no  stipulation  with  him  for  carrying  the  cattle,  telling 
him  that  he  was  to  present  his  claim,  whatever  it  might  be,  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pemnock ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  23,  1861/.. 

Dear  Admiral:  The  Avenger  arrived  this  morning  and  delivered 
the  mail.  I  received  but  one  letter  from  you,  which  was  dated  the 
10th  instant.  The  captain  of  the  ram  reports  that  he  finds  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  making  sufficient  steam  to  give  his  vessel  the  great  speed 
that  was  expected  of  her.  I  have  had  a  survey  upon  her  to-day,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  engineers  is  that  she  needs  a  set  of  blowers.  I 
have  had  the  measurement  taken,  and  ordered  them  to  be  worked 
upon  night  and  day.  The  engineer  of  the  vessel  informs  me  that  if 
they  axe  sent  to  him  they  can  be  put  on  without  delay,  and  especially 
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easily,  if  the  boat  can  be  near  the  Samson  a  few  hours.  I  have  there¬ 
fore  determined  not  to  detain  her  here,  and  have  ordered  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  and  report  to  you,  carrying  the  guard  flag.  I  shall  send  by  her 
all  your  letters  and  dispatches  received  up  to  to-day. 

The  Benefit  has  returned  from  Memphis  and  is  now  loading  up 
with  stores  and  such  articles  as  have  been  required  by  the  fleet. 
When  full,  she  will  be  sent  down  with  orders  to  deliver  her  stores  to  the 
different  vessels  and  report  to  you  at  Red  River.  She  will  tow  down 
the  barge  Lucy,  loaded  with  lumber  for  Memphis,  sent  there  for  the 
repair  of  gunboats.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  get  the  new  quarters  and 
carpenter’s  shop  for  Skipwith’s  Landing  ready  to  be  towed  down 
by  her. 

I  have  given  instructions  to  the  ordnance  officer  to  put  on  board 
the  General  Lyon  all  the  ordnance  that  has  been  required,  and  to 
anticipate  the  wants  of  the  squadron  as  far  as  possible. 

I  am  determined  that  no  effort  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  get  to 
you  all  you  may  desire. 

I  have  been  very  anxious  to  get  the  Hastings  and  Red  Rover  fin¬ 
ished,  but,  with  all  my  grumbling  and  growling,  fear  they  will  not 
be  ready  to  leave  before  the  2d  or  3d  of  next  month. 

The  Fairy  has  arrived  and  has  part  of  a  crew  on  board.  She  is 
doing  police  duty  here,  watching  for  smugglers,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  attempts  are  made  to  smuggle  powder,  etc.,  into  Ken¬ 
tucky.  I  expect  the  next  boat  (IT.  G.  Mann )  every  day,  and,  in 
accordance  with  your  verbal  orders,  shall  send  her  to  Shirk  to  relieve 
the  Paw  Paw  for  repairs. 

I  shall  order  Acting  Master  Thompson  to  command  her  and  trans¬ 
fer  all  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Paw  Paw,  excepting  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  O’Neil,  to  her.  Shirk  tells  me  that  you  consented 
to  the  arrangement. 

I  received  a  telegram  from  General  Sherman’s  adjutant-general 
saying  that  Forrest  was  supposed  to  be  crossing  near  Eastport  and 
asking  for  a  gunboat  to  watch  the  place.  I  replied  that  Shirk  was 
up  the  Tennessee,  watching  the  river. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

A.  M.  Pennock. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bray  man ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Fleet  Cap¬ 
tain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  probable  need  of  a  gun¬ 
boat  in  vicinity  of  Columbus ,  Hickman,  and  Paducah. 

Headquarters  District  or  Cairo, 

Cairo,  III.,  March  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  information,  which  appears  reliable,  that  Forrest,  with 
7,000  cavalry,  is  approaching  Union  City.  If  so,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  have  a  gunboat  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbus  and  Hickman  ami 
Paducah,  in  case  the  river  should  be  approached  at  either  point. 
Yours,  etc., 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-  General,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Pennock, 

Commanding  Station. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III., 

March  21},  186 j — 11 :  1}5  a.  m. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Columbus,  stating  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  on  Columbus  in  force.  Communication  with 
Colonel  Hawkins  at  Union  City  has  been  cut  off,  and  nothing  heard 
from  him  since  3  o’clock  this  morning.  Think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  send  a  gunboat  to  Columbus  at  once,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Munroe, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Pennock,  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  21},  1861}. 

I  will  try  to  get  a  gunboat  to  you  this  evening.  Please  keep  me 
informed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station. 
Brigadier-General  M.  Brayman, 

Columbus. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  21}.  1861}. 

Let  the  boat  report  here.  We  go  out  with  2,000  men  toward  Union 
City.  I  think  the  enemy  will  go  toward  Paducah. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-General ,  C om m ending. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Station. 


Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of 
Confederate  attach  upon  Paducah ,  Ky.,  March  25,  1861}. 

[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  26, 1861}. 

(Received  Washington  7:20  p.  m.) 

At  3  p.  m.  yesterday  the  rebels  made  an  attack  upon  Paducah,  [Ky.], 
and  the  steamers  Peosta.  and  Paw  Paw  and  fort  at  once  opened  fire. 
Colonel  [S.  G.]  Hicks  holds  the  fort.  The  front  part  of  the  city  is 
destroyed,  our  shells  setting  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  levee.  A  brisk 
cannonading  was  continued  until  about  10  p.  m.,  when  the  fire  of  the 
rebels  ceased.  The  attack  may  have  been  reneived  this  morning. 
Our  dispatches  are  received  by  boat,  the  telegraphic  communication 
having  been  destroyed.  The  fort  made  a  desperate  resistance. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Peosta. 


■ 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  26 ,  186 If. 

(Received  Washington  7:45  p.  m.) 

I  have  just  received  information  that  the  enemy  is  still  in  force 
on  our  front  at  Paducah,  [Ivy.].  A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  by  them 
to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  which  was  refused.  They 
demanded  a  surrender  twice,  saying  they  would  give  no  quarter  if 
refused.  General  Forrest  has  500  prisoners  from  Union  City.  Rein¬ 
forcements  are  going  forward.  There  is  no  danger  of  a  surrender. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

TT  „  __T  Fleet  Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


[TelegTam.] 


Cairo,  March  26, 186 1^. 
(Received  Washington  7:50  p.  m.) 

Paducah  is  safe.  The  rebels  left  at  midnight. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  26, 1861^. 
(Received  Washington  3 : 52  p.  m.,  27t,h.) 

Information  was  received  that  the  rebels  have  retreated  from  Pa¬ 
ducah.  Rebel  loss,  300  killed ;  number  of  wounded  unknown.  For¬ 
rest’s  force  said  to  be  6,500  and  4  pieces  of  artillery.  Rebel  General 
A.  P.  Thompson  is  reported  killed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  TL  S.  Navy,  commanding  Seventh  Dis¬ 
trict,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and 
Paw  Paw. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III.,  March  28, 186 1^. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

I  arrived  at  Paducah  from  the  Tennessee  River  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
Peosta  at  noon  on  Friday,  the  25th  instant.  As  usual,  I  immediately 
called  upon  Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks,  commanding  the  post,  and  learned 
from  him  that  he  had  information  that  the  rebels  had  captured 
Union  City  on  the  previous  day,  and  that  they  were  now  threatening 
Paducah. 
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I  had  heard  so  often  of  Paducah  bein^  threatened  (as  you  are 
aware)  that  I  did  not  place  as  much  confidence  in  this  report  as  I 
would  have  done  had  I  not  been  so  often  humbugged. 

Leaving  the  Peosta ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas  E. 
Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  and  the  Paw  Paw ,  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  A.  F.  O’Neil,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  at  Paducah, 
with  instructions  to  cooperate  with  Colonel  Hicks  in  case  he  was 
attacked,  and  not  to  spare  the  town  in  case  the  rebels  should  obtain 
possession  of  it,  I  went  to  Cairo  to  consult  with,  and  impart  informa¬ 
tion  to,  Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station  A.  M.  Pennock. 

Arriving  at  Cairo,  Captain  Pennock  and  I  saw  Generals  Brayman 
and  Veatch.  It  was  determined  to  send  reinforcements  to  Paducah. 
I  left  Cairo  for  Paducah  at  10  p.  m.,  in  the  U.  S.  dispatch  steamer 
Volunteer ,  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  M.  K.  Haines,  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  carrying  two  12-pounder  howitzers.  On  our  way  up  we  de¬ 
stroyed  ferry  boats,  etc.,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing  the  river. 

I  arrived  at  daylight  and  found  that  (unfortunately  for  me)  the 
rebels,  consisting  of  about  5,000  men,  and  commanded  by  General 
Forrest,  had  attacked  the  , place  a  few  hours  after  I  had  left  on  the 
preceding  day.  The  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  did  most  excellent  service, 
just  as  well  as  if  I  had  been  present ;  still,  I  assure  you  that  the  morti¬ 
fication  that  I  experienced  that  the  vessel  carrying  my  divisional 
flag  should  be  engaged  in  battle  and  I  not  be  on  board  "of  her,  was 
very  great. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  Thomas  E. 
Smith  and  A.  F.  O’Neil,  to  whose  gallantry  and  efficient  service  I 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
squadron  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Immediately  after  arriving  at  Paducah  I  placed  myself  in  com¬ 
munication  with  Colonel  Hicks,  who  had  so  gallantly  defended  his 
fort  with  a  small  but  determined  garrison  of  about  800  men,  some  of 
whom  were  raw  negro  recruits.  He  informed  me  that  he  expected 
another  attack,  as  the  rebels  were  in  line  of  battle  some  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  the  fort,  and  requested  me  to  “  protect  the  fort  and 
let  the  town  go  to  hell.” 

I  had  the  gunboats  under  way  from  daylight  until  dark,  moving 
up  and  down  the  river  in  front  of,  above,  and  below  the  town  and 
fort,  ready  for  any  emergency.  About  3  o’clock  I  sent  the  Paw  Paw 
some  20  miles  up  the  Tennessee  River,  with  orders  to  destroy  all 
ferry  boats,  flats,  and  skiffs.  She  did  this  effectually,  and  returned 
about  9  o’clock. 

At  4  p.  m.  it  was  reported  to  Colonel  Hicks  in  my  presence  that 
the  rebels  were  advancing  to  the  attack,  and  in  a  few  minutes  an 
orderly  from  the  colonel  brought  me  word  that  he  wished  me  to 
di  op  a  few  shells  into  the  head  of  Jersey  Street,  as  he  was  informed 
that  the  rebels  were  forming  in  that  place.  I  did  so,  but  the  party 
proved  to  be  some  of  our  own  men  who  were  picking  up  stray  horses 
etc.  Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  Soon  after  this  Colonel  Hicks 
sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  which,  having  gone  several  miles  without 
falling  in  with  the  rebels,  returned  with  the  authentic  report  that 
they  had  retired  upon  the  several  roads  leading  from  Paducah  to 
Columbus.  Being  convinced  that  this  was  the  truth,  I  left  at  mid¬ 
night  for  Cairo  m  the  Volunteer ,  to  do  all  that  I  could  to  assist 
Captain  A.  M.  Pennock  in  this  emergency. 
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The  Peosta  is  at  Paducah  guarding  that  place,  and  the  Paw  Paw 
has  gone  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  convoy  a  brigade  of  troops  under 
Brigadier-General  "Y  eatch,  who  are  intended  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
Forrest. 

In  the  attack  at  Paducah  Colonel  Hicks  lost  14  killed  and  46 
wounded.  The  rebels  lost  300  killed  and  a  great  many  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  was  Brigaclier-General  A.  Pi  Thompson. 

The  lower  part  of  the  town  was  destroyed  by  Colonel  Hicks  on 
the  morning  of  the  26th,  as  all  of  his  killed  and  wounded  had  been 
struck  by  sharpshooters  from  the  tops  and  windows  of  houses  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fort.  The  shells  from  the  gunboats  and  the  fort 
did  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  town.  Several  buildings  were 
burned,  and  a  number  have  holes  in  them.  The  rebels  burned  the 
quartermaster’s  storehouses  and  the  steamboat  Dacotah  on  the  ways. 

Altogether,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  those  inhabitants  of  Paducah 
who.  sympathize  with  their  “  misguided  Southern  brethren  ”  have 
received  a  lesson  which  they  will  not  forget  in  a  hurry. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that 
Colonel  Hicks  informed  me  that  he  was  under  many  obligations 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S.  gunboats  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw 
for  the  efficient  aid  rendered  by  them  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  7th  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah ,  Ky.,  March  27,  1861+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  at  3.05  p.  m.,  on 
Friday  the  25th  instant,  having  learned  that  our  pickets  around  the 
town  were  being  driven  in  by  a  force  of  rebels,  weighed  anchor  and 
beat  to  quarters.  The  enemy  appearing  in  sight,  steamed  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  city  and  opened  on  them  with  our  starboard  bow 
guns,  the  U.  S.  S.  Paw  Paw  also  opening  at  the  same  time.  W e  then 
dropped  down  to  the  foot  of  Broadway  and  fired  up  the  street.  The 
fort  was  at  this  time  attacked,  and  we  dropped  down  opposite  it,  the 
Paw  Paw  following.  We  served  our  starboard  battery  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  the  rebels  retired,  being  driven  back. 

At  4:10  a  flag  of  truce  was  seen  approaching  the  fort,  and  we 
ceased  firing  and  steamed  up  opposite  the  foot  of  Broadway.  At 
4: 45  the  rebels  being  seen  plundering  the  stores  on  Broadway  and 
approaching  the  fort,  opened  upon  them  again  from  starboard 
battery.  In  consequence  of  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  being  directed 
upon  us  by  sharpshooters  in  the  buildings  on  Front  Street,  I  re¬ 
luctantly  opened  upon  them,  demolishing  the  City  Hotel  and  brewery 
and  setting  several  other  buildings  on  fire.  At  8 : 30,  firing  from  the 
fort  having  ceased,  came  to  anchor  abreast  it.  At  10:30,  the 
rebels  having  commenced  to  destroy  property,  we  again  got.  under¬ 
way,'  steamed  up  to  the  town,  and  opened  on  them.  At  midnight 
ceased  tiring,  our  ammunition  being  nearly  expended,  which  pre¬ 
vented  our  tiring  through  the  night.  We  disabled  one  piece  of  the 
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enemy's  artillery.  Henry  Doane,  seaman,  was  wounded  in  the  left 
hand  by  a  rifle  ball.  We  fired  530  rounds.  The  Peosta  was  hit 
about  200  times  by  rifle  shot,  but  is  not  injured.  The  officers  and 
men  behaved  admirably.  Pilot  Smedley  deserves  much  praise  for 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  did  his  duty,  being  at  the  wheel 
during  the  entire  afternoon  and  night. 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  gunner,  engineer,  and  carpenter. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  E.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  7th  District  V.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 

Off  Paducah ,  Ky.,  March  25,  186 J. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  25th,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  of  damages  done  to  battery  and  ordnance,  and 
ordnance  stores  expended  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant: 

Two  24-pounder  howitzers  disabled  by  the  recoil  of  the  guns, 
carrying  the  pivot  chocks  away.  One  hundred  32-pounder  5  sec.  shell ; 
30  stand  of  grape,  30  canister,  30-pounder  Parrott ;  30  Schenkle  time 
fuze  shell,  40  percussion  shell,  24-pound  howitzer,  48  shell,  120 
shrapnel,  12-pounder  howitzer ;  34  shell,  98  shrapnel,  800  percussion 
primers,  300  Enfield  rifle  cartridges,  caliber  .58,  325  percussion  caps, 
1  rammer  and  sponge  for  24-pounder  gun,  1  side  tackle,  1  train  rope, 
1  bed  and  quoin,  32-pounder  gun,  3  lockstrings,  6  woven  wicks,  1  glass 
chimney. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  McDonald, 

Gunner.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Thos.  E.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 

Off  Paducah ,  Ky..  March  25,  186V 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  casualties 
on  board  of  this  A7essel : 

Wounded. — Henry  Doane,  rated  as  seaman  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  resi¬ 
dence  Albion,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.;  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
the  left  hand,  in  which  he  will  sustain  a  loss  of  one  finger  and  a  part 
of  the  hand  above  it.  George  W.  Crosier,  rated  as  seaman  in  the 
IJ.  S.  Navy,  residence  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  received  two  slight  gunshot 
wounds,  one  over  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  the  other  in  the 
breast, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Wise, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Acting]  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas  E.  Smith, 

Commanding. 
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U.  S.  S.  Peosta,  March  25, 186 4. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  damages  sustained  by 
the  engineer’s  department  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagements  of  this 
day,  olf  Paducah,  Ivy. : 

Four  globe  lamps  and  four  coal-oil  lamps,  with  reflectors,  de¬ 
stroyed.  Three  of  the  flues  in  the  port  boiler  are  leaking,  caused  by 
concussion  of  the  guns. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Perry  South, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer ,  U .  /S.  Navy. 

Thos.  E.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Gunboat  Paw  Paw, 

Off  Paducah ,  Ky.,  March  26,  1864- 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday  with  the  enemy  at  this 
place : 

At  2  p.  m.,  while  at  anchor  off  the  city,  hearing  that  our  pickets 
were  being  driven  in,  I  got  underway  and  dropped  down  to  the  fort. 
Meanwhile  the  Peosta  also  got  underway,  and,  steaming  to  the  upper 
portion  of  the  city,  opened  fire. 

At  half -past  2  I  opened  fire  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  with  5- 
sec.  shell,  being  aware,  from  my  acquaintance  with  the  position, 
that  the  enemy  must  approach  the  fort  from  that  direction. 

I  kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  4  p.  m.,  confining  it  to  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  fort.  The  object  of  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  gunboats  from  the  fort  by  harassing  them 
with  sharpshooters,  and  in  this  design  they  partially  succeeded,  for 
the  Peosta  was  kept  busy  in  endeavoring  to  dislodge  them  from  the 
front  row  of  buildings  in  the  city,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  galling 
fire  upon  her.  Notwithstanding,  however,  that  a  sharp  musketry 
fire  was  poured  upon  my  vessel,  I  paid  but  little  heed  to  it,  giving 
all  my  attention  to  the  contest  at  the  fort. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  which  caused  a  tem¬ 
porary  cessation  of  hostilities,  but  in  less  than  an  hour  the  attack 
upon  our  works  was  resumed,  and  the  battle  continued  until  about 
5  p.  m. 

After  this  time  there  was  no  general  engagement,  but  some  des¬ 
ultory  firing. 

Owing  to  a  scarcit}^  of  ammunition  it  was  of  great  importance  that 
no  shots  should  be  wasted,  and  therefore  my  firing  was  moderately 
slow,  but  very  careful.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  it. 

At  9  p.  m.  I  fired  half  a  dozen  rifle  shell,  but  neither  saw  nor  heard 
anything  more  of  the  enemy.  I  laid  off  the  fort  all  night  ready  for 
any  emergency. 

There  were  no  casualties  on  board  this  vessel,  if  I  except  a  slight 
wound  received  by  myself  in  the  cheek.  This  was  done  by  a  sharp¬ 
shooter  on  the  bank,  who,  lying  in  proximity  to  some  women  and 
children,  took  advantage  of  my  inability  to  fire  upon  him,  and  kept 
up  an  annoying  and  accurate  fire  upon  our  pilot  house. 
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The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  during  the 
engagement:  24-pounder  howitzer,  103  shrapnel,  21  shell,  5  sec.,  and 
charges.  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  51  shell  (percussion),  1  shell,  5 
sec.,  1  solid  shot,  53  charges,  making  a  total  or  177  rounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  O’Neil, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Seventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Tplegram.  ] 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  25,  186V 

The  dispatches  to-night  say  that  Paducah  is  attacked  and  is  likely 
to  be  overpowered  by  a  rebel  force.  You  will  embark  one  regiment  of 
your  command  immediately  and  run  up  near  Paducah,  communi¬ 
cating  with  Captain  Shirk,  on  gunboat  No.  36.  If  you  find  that  the 
place  can  be  reinforced  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  you  to  land,  Cap¬ 
tain  Shirk  will  cover  your  troops  with  his  guns.  This  movement 
must  not  delay  our  voyage  up  the  Tennessee,  and  you  must  take  every¬ 
thing  with  you  necessary  for  the  march,  except  your  transportation 
which  you  will  direct  to  be  shipped  in  the  morning. 

You  must  act,  on  your  own  judgment  when  you  reach  Paducah  and 
be  governed  by  the  best  information  you  can  obtain. 

James  C.  Veatch, 

B  rig  oilier-  Ge  neral. 

Colonel  James  H.  Howe, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


[Telegram.] 


Metropolis,  March  25,  186V 

From  all  appearances  Paducah  is  in  flames.  We  can  see  it  very 
distinctly  from  the  river  bank.  There  is  fire  there  sure.  'Whether  it 
is  a  boat  on  fire  or  the  town  I  am  unable  to  say.  No  circuit  from. 
Paducah.  Fire  is  getting  larger. 

Later.  Three  men  just  from  Paducah  saw  fighting  in  the  streets* 

rDio/'Hffl  re ’  vrUn^0atfl  an<^  ,?olds  firing;  assault  on  fort  repulsed;  saw 
rebel  officer  bearing  flag  of  truce ;  fighting  with  rapid  discharges  of 
small  arms  ;  great  many  women  and  children  brought  across  the- river 
m  large  wharf  boat ;  they  left  in  a  hurry  and  know  no  more 
Later.  Another  arrival  of  a  family  from  Paducah  report  all  Front 

1naSh/S'  Re,bn  ,  fc?riCe?  Cllar^d  on  fort  several  times,  but 
failed.  Oui  foices  still  hold  the  fort  at  4  p.  m. 

Mason,  _  Wallace. 

Military  Operator ,  Cairo. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  25 ,  1861h 

Your  dispatches  have  been  received,  for  which  I  thank  you.  An 
additional  gunboat  has  left  for  Paducah,  and  reinforcements  are  now 
embarking.  Any  information  you  can  get  please  send  here. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding ,  Per  Smith, 

Telegraph  Operator  at  Metropolis. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-General  Brayman,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  naval 

cooperation,  March  25,  1864. 


Sir  : 


Headquarters  District  or  Cairo, 

Cairo ,  III.,  Mag  2, 1 86 1 . 


%  S£ 

I  wish  to  state  that  during  ni3r  short  period  of  service  here  the  Navy 
has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  all  operations.  The  Peosta ,  Captain 
Smith,  and  Paw  Paw,  Captain  O’Neil,  joined  Colonel  Hicks  at 
Paducah,  and  with  gallantry  equal  to  his  own  shelled  the  rebels  out 
of  the  buildings  from  which  their  sharpshooters  annoyed  our  troops. 
A  large  number  took  shelter  in  heavy  warehouses  near  the  river  and 
maintained  a  furious  fire  upon  the  gunboats,  inflicting  some  injury, 
but  they  were  promptly  dislodged  and  the  buildings  destroyed.  Fleet 
Captain  Pennock,  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  representing  Admiral 
Porter  in  his  absence,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  of  the  Sev¬ 
enth  Division,  who  had  charge  above  Cairo  and  on  the  Tennessee, 
were  prompt,  vigilant,  and  courageous  and  cooperated  in  everything. 
That  the  river  line  was  kept  open,  considering  the  inadequate  force  at 
my  control,  I  regard  as  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the  cooperation  of 
the  Navy. 

•J;  jJ:  >}s  SjC  »5'  ^ 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Mason  Brayman, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 

Major-General  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps ,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 


March  26,  1864. 

Columbus  must  be  strengthened  to-night.  I  will  put  all  disposable 
force  here  on  board.  Please  send  the  gunboat. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Mound  City. 


204 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ivy.,  March  27,  1864- 

The  enemy  is  in  this  neighborhood  and  we  are  ready  for  attack 
to-night.  They  were  badly  crippled  at  Paducah  and  may  not  come. 
I  will  do  all  that  is  possible  to  respond  to  your  wishes  concerning 
Mound  City. 

M.  Brayman, 

B  rig  ad ier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Master  of  Fleet ,  etc.,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  March  27,  1864. 

Last  advices  from  the  front  show  the  rebels  4.000  strong  at  Clinton, 
under  Forrest.  We  are  expecting  attack  here  in  the  morning  early. 
Received  400  men  from  Madrid  this  evening.  Are  in  o-oocl  trim  for 
fighting. 

C.  B.  Smith, 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Fleet  at  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Columbus,  Ivy.,  March  28, 1864—11:45  a.  m. 

General  Sherman  instructs  me  to  convey  his  order  to  General 
Yeatch  to  land  at  Savannah  and  proceed  to^Purdv  and  the  Hatchee 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Forrest.  Please  convey  this  to  him  by  dis¬ 
patch  boat.  Also  advise  General  Yeatch  that  Forrest  is  still  within 
12  miles  of  this  place  and  we  are  waiting  an  attack. 


Captain  Pennock, 

Cairo  or  Mound  City. 


M.  Brayman, 

Bngadier- General,  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  March  28,  186 4. 

As  soon  as  the  dispatch  boat  arrives,  which  I  sent  to  Columbus 
yesterday,  I  will  send  her  up  with  General  Sherman’s  order  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Yeatch.  I  have  received  information  from  Captain  Odlin  that 
a  small  force  of  cavalry  have  crossed  the  river  above  this  and  mav 
attack.  I  have  made  all  arrangements  to  meet  them. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain ,  etc. 


Brigadier-General  Brayman. 
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Report  of  Acting  C  Kief  Engineer  B icker staff ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
injury  to  boilers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Avenger. 

U.  S.  S.  Samson,  Fleet  Shop, 

Off  Red  River ,  March  28,  186 4. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  deplorable 
burning  of  the  boilers  of  the  ram  Avenger.  She  arrived  here  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  engineers  turned  to  and  cleaned  out  the 
boilers  while  the  crew  were  coaling  ship. 

Mr.  Thomas  King,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  neglected  to 
close  down  the  mud  valve  and  as  the  steam  came  up  the  water  grad¬ 
ually  ran  out  until  the  two  boilers  on  the  port  side  were  empty.  The 
furnace  being  full  of  fire,  the  boilers  became  unduly  heated,  so  much 
so  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  put  in  two  new  sheets.  This 
will  take,  I  think,  about  fifteen  days  to  make  them  as  good  as  they 
were  before. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Bickerstaff, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommancling  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  29,  1864. 

Colonel  Hicks  says  the  enemy  are  on  him  again.  I  am  going  up 
'with  reinforcements. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
regarding  injury  to  boilers  of  U.  S.  S.  Avenger,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  the  dismissal  of  her  engineers. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Alexandria,  La.,  March  30, 186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  report  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Avenger ,  in  relation  to  the  burning 
of  the  boilers  of  that  vessel. 

As  this  vessel  was  perfectly  new  in  every  respect,  and  the  accident 
seems  to  have  resulted  from  gross  carelessness  on  the  part  of  Acting 
First  Assistant  Engineer  James  W.  Edgar,  acting  chief,  and  Acting 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  King,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  they  be  dismissed  from  the  United  States  Navy. 

l  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  AY  ashing  ton,  I).  C. 


206 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Avenger, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  March  28,  186 J+. 

Sir:  Not  being  able  to  proceed  up  Red  River  with  the  Avenger , 
agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  to  make  the  following  report : 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  at  1  o’clock  and  proceeded  im¬ 
mediately  to  coaling  ship,  the  engineers  in  the  meantime  cleaning 
out  the  boilers.  When  nearly  done  coaling  and  getting  up  steam  in 
readiness  to  leave  as  soon  as  the  moon  should  rise,  my  senior  engi¬ 
neer  discovered  the  boilers  on  the  port  side  very  badly  burned.  I 
immediately  reported  the  same  to  Captain  Dominy,  of  the  General 
Bragg ,  saw  Captain  [Acting  Chief  Engineer]  Bickerstaff,  of  the 
Samson,  and  preparations  were  made  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  get 
the  boilermakers  at  work. 

They  have  held  a  survey  of  the  boilers  and  say  they  can  not  be 
repaired  in  less  than  twelve  or  fifteen  days.  The  accident  occurred 
either  through  the  negligence  or  ignorance  of  one  of  the  third  assist¬ 
ant  engineers,  who  was  ordered  to  close  the  mud  valve,  and  instead 
of  doing  so  opened  it,  thereby  letting  the  water  out  of  the  boilers. 
For  his  inefficiency  I  have  placed  him  under  arrest  and  await  your 
order.  I  have  been  greatly  troubled  with  delays  on  account  of  her 
machinery  since  leaving  Cairo.  She  made  very  good  time  coming 
downstream,  but  returning  could  not  make  steam  sufficient  to  go 
faster  than  7  miles  per  hour,  sometimes  not  making  6  miles.  She 
requires  more  boiler  capacity  for  her  sized  engines,  as  100  pounds 
was  the  heaviest  steam  we  could  get.  Captain  Pennock  told  me  I 
had  a  very  important  mail  to  convey  to  you,  therefore  Captain 
Dominy  has  concluded  to  forward  it  by  the  Signal. 

I  shall  press  the  repairs,  toward  completion  with  all  dispatch, 
hoping  I  may  yet  be  able  to  join  you  up  Red  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  A.  Wright, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  March  30,  186 If — 1:30  p.  m. 

-m  aiP  getting  the  prisoners  together,  and  will  leave  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  for  Cairo.  The  latest  reliable  information  is  they  are  concen¬ 
trating  at  Mayfield,  preparing  to  go  south. 

Lieutenant  M.  Knight,  with  18  men,  drove  in  their  pickets  day 
before  yesterday,  but  had  to  fall  back  in  quick  time.  There  were  two 
brigades  advancing  yesterday,  but  have  fallen  back;  they  were  cath- 
ering  their  men,  I  think.  General  Buford  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  for 
the  exchange  of  surgeons  and  to  enquire  about  the  rebel  wounded 
and  dead;  also  about  General  Thompson.  The  colonel  is  fully  pre¬ 
pared  foi  any  attack,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  their  getting  this 
place. 

J.  H.  Odlin, 

.  Assistant  Adgutant-General. 

General  Brayman  and  Captain  Pennock. 
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[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  March  30 ,  186  If.. 

A  man  just  from  Mayfield.  He  left  Mayfield  last  night  after  dark. 
Faulkner  has  just  joined  Forrest  at  Mayfield.  They  have  given  the 
Tennessee  troops  furloughs.  He  says  they  are  going  to  stay  as  long 
as  they  please.  One  Tennessee  regiment  that  was  here  has  gone  to 
Tennessee;  the  rest  of  the  force  is  still  with  him  and  say  they  intend 
to  come  here.  He  reports  that  Forrest  was  moving  on  Columbus 
yesterday.  I  just  received  your  dispatch.  I  have  dispatched  all  the 
news. 

J.  H.  Odlin, 

A  ssistant  A  d jut  ant- General. 

General  Brayman  and  Captain  Pennock. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  March  31,  186  If.. 

Following  dispatch  received: 

Fort  Donelson,  March  30,  186Jf. 

The  gimboat  (23)  lias  just  returned  from  below  Eddyville.  I  sent  50  men  on 
boat,  who  scouted  the  country  around,  meeting  with  a  party  of  our  troops  from 
Hopkinsville,  who  captured  8  of  a  party  of  guerrillas.  It  is  certain  that  For¬ 
rest  is  not  on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee.  The  rumors  regarding  his  having 
crossed  originated  in  a  party  of  some  30  men  crossing  near  Eddyville.  This 
party  will  probably  be  captured.  All  is  quiet  at  Smithland,  and  there  is  no 
foi'ce  threatening  any  position  on  the  Cumberland.  Captain  Fitch,  of  the  Navy, 
reports  Forrest  near  Columbus,  on  the  Mississippi. 

O.  L.  Baldwin, 

Colonel  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


General  Rousseau. 


L.  H.  Rousseau, 

M aj or-  General ,  C ommanding . 


Brigadier-General  Whipple, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hickey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Queen  City,  regarding  operations  near  Crockett'’ s  Bluff,  White 

River,  March  31. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Queen  City, 

White  River,  April  1,  186  If. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of 
March  there  were  some  troops  crossing  at  Maddox  Bay,  4  miles  be¬ 
low  Crockett’s  Bluff.  I  sent  an  armed  boat’s  crew  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  F.  M.  Hathaway,  with  orders  to  allow  no  one  to  cross. 
Contrary  to  my  positive  orders,  he  allowed  one  or  more  boats  to  cross 
without  any  opposition.  At  midnight  I  dropped  down  from  Crock¬ 
ett’s  Bluff,  and  he  reported  that  they  had  been  crossing.  I  opened 
fire  and  very  distinctly  heard  them  running  in  the  woods.  The  next 
morning  at  daylight  I  landed  an  armed  boat’s  crew  and  found  4 
horses,  1  mule,  1  buggy,  2  pistols,  29,000  percussion  caps,  a  very 
large  rebel  mail,  and  some  clothing  of  no  value.  No  official  dis¬ 
patches. 
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I  would  also  state  that  I  went  up  Maddox  Bay  and  destroyed  two 
large  ferryboats,  one  30  feet  long  and  the  other  25. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Hickey, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  M.  Prichett, 

Commanding  White  River  Station. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  trans¬ 
mitting  copy  of  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  regarding  formation  of  guerrilla  parties  on  Western 

'Avers. 

War  Department, 

Confidential.]  Washington  City ,  April  1 , 1864.. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  for  your  information,  herewith  enclosed,  copy  of  a  re¬ 
cently  captured  letter  from  the  rebel  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
September  10,  1863,  relating  to  the  formation  of  river  guerrilla  par¬ 
ties,  with  the  view  of  undertaking  the  “  destruction  of  gunboats, 
transports,”  etc.,  on  the  Western  rivers. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Brigadier-General ,  Assistant  A djutant-General. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

C.  S.  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  July  from  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  reached 
me  a  few  days  ago. 

You  inform  me  that  a  certain  party  “  desires  to  obtain  proper  au¬ 
thority  from  the  Confederate  Government  to  undertake  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  gunboats,  transports,  etc.,  for  such  per  centum  of  the  value 
of  the  boats  destroyed  as  may  be  offered,”  etc. 

There  is  no  legislation  of  which  I  am  aware  that  satisfies  precisely 
the  conditions  required. 

The  act  of  6th  May,  1861,  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  with 
the  United  States  and  providing  for  privateering  is  not  construed 
to  permit  privateering  on  inland  waters. 

A  reference  to  the  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  volunteer  navy, 
a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  herewith,  will  show  you  that  it  can  not  be 
made  to  embrace  the  parties  to  which  you  refer. 

To  facilitate  organizations  of  parties  to  operate  as  you  propose, 
in  boats  or  otherwise,  against  the  enemy  on  our  Western  rivers,  thev 
could  be  received  into  the  Navy  if  they  shipped  regularly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  existing  laws,  and  then  assigned  to  duty  under  an  acting 
master  upon  those  rivers. 

In  this  case,  however,  they  would  form  a  part  of  the  regular  navy 
establishment,  drawing  its  pay  and  subsistence. 

I  infer  from  your  letter  that  such  is  not  the  object  of  the  parties 
in  question,  but  that  they  desire  to  organize  in  small  parties  to 
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operate  as  independent  river  guerrilla  parties  under  their  own  leaders 
and  to  look  to  prize  money  or  reward  from  the  country  for  destroying 
enemy  s  property  to  defray  expenses,  etc.,  using  an  appointment  from 
the  Government  to  secure  to  them  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war  if 
captured. 

Judging  from  what  vou  say,  that  you  have  not  the  acts  of  Congress 
at  hand,  I  enclose  copies  of  two  acts,  one  of  which  possibly  serves  the 
desired  purpose. 

The  President  has  authority  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  you 
refer  to,  and  I  would  suggest  that  parties  wishing  to  engage  in  the 
enterprise  present  to  him  their  names,  purposes,  and  terms,  either 
directly  or  through  your  obedient  servant. 

Very  respectfully, 


S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Colonel  E.  C.  Cabell,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Price's  Army,  Jacksonport ,  Ark. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  copy  of  captured  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Navy  Department, 

Confidential.]  W ashington,  April  2,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  a  recentlv 
captured  letter  from  the  rebel  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  the 
formation  of  guerrilla  parties  for  the  destruction  of  the  gunboats, 
etc.,  on  our  Western  rivers. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  111. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  April  3 ,  186 If. 

Captain  Pennock  thinks  you  had  better  come  back  immediately, 
and  I  think  the  Forty-seventh  Indiana  will  have  to  go  with  you. 

J.  H.  Odlin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General  Brayman, 

Paducah. 


Circular  to  commanders  of  squadrons. 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Navy  Department ,  W ashington ,  April  If ,  186 If. 
Sir:  It  having  been  represented  to  the  bureau  that  certain  em¬ 
barrassments  are  likely  to  arise  under  the  operation  of  its  circular 
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order  of  the  22d  February  last,  the  bureau  communicates  for  your 
information  the  following  statement  of  the  views  of  the  Department 
on  the  subject  of  Navy  signals. 

I.  The  occasion  for  the  late  order  changing  the  figure  symbols 
represented  by  the  flags  and  lights  of  the  Navy  code  had  its  origin  in 
the  reported  capture  during  the  early  part  of  February  last  of  a 
copy  of  the  flotilla  code  of  signals.  And  the  occasion  for  that  part 
of  the  order  which  directed  that  the  figure  symbols  of  the  Navy 
signal  code  shall  not  be  incorporated  in  the  flotilla  code  was  based  on 
the  discovery,  then  first  realized,  of  the  danger  of  allowing  the 
flotilla  code  to  be  furnished  not  only  with  the  figure  symbols  of  both 
flags  and  lights  of  the  Navy  code,  but  with  the  signal  numbers  by 
which  the  various  public  vessels  were  known  in  the  latter  code. 

II.  The  precautions  taken  to  guard  the  Navy  code  by  restricting  its 
issue  to  certain  officers  and  requiring  special  care  during  its  trans¬ 
mission  to  and  from  the  officers  charged  with  its  safe-keeping  and 
use  would  thus  seem  to  be  of  little  practical  value,  if,  with  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  all  these  precautions  in  respect  to  the  issue,  transmission,  and 
use  of  the  flotilla  code,  the  signal  symbols  of  the  two  codes  remain 
identical.  At  the  same  time  it  is  doubtless  true  that  more  or  less 
practical  inconvenience  must  result  in  maintaining  two  different 
systems  of  figure  symbols  for  the  two  codes. 

III.  Long  since  convinced  by  a  consideration  of  these  difficulties 
of  the  necessity  for  an  effectual  remedy,  the  bureau  has  anticipated 
the  several  measures  proposed  by  commanders  of  squadrons  in  the 
provision  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Navy  signal  code,  which,  after 
several  months  of  preparation,  is  now  about  ready  for  the  press. 
This  new  edition  of  the  Navy  code  will  be  established  upon  the 
following  basis : 

1.  It  will  have  but  one  series  of  signal  numbers  for  all  the  signals 
of  the  code,  including  fog  and  night  signals  and  the  names  of  all 
vessels  in  the  naval  service,  and  the  series  of  signal  numbers  will 
commence  Avith  the  number  10  and  terminate  below  the  number 
4000. 

2.  The  signal  code  thus  made  up  will  be  printed  complete,  with  its 
figure  symbols  and  signal  numbers  ready  for  use.  It  is  intended  by 
giving  to  the  signal  book  a  permanent  form  not  only  to  avoid  the 
mistakes  of  chirography,  but  the  embarrassments  incident  to  frequent 
changes  of  figure  symbols. 

3.  The  signal  code  thus  established  will  replace  for  all  purposes  of 
ordinary  signal  communication  the  present  editions  of  both  the  Navy 
code  and  flotilla  code,  and  instead  of  being  restricted  as  at  present  to 
certain  officers,  it  will  be  issued  to  all  officers  commanding  public 
\ressels. 

4.  A  circular  of  confidential  instructions  for  making  secret  signals 
readily  applicable  to  any  circumstances  of  weather  or  situation"  will 
be  issued  in  connection  with  the  publication  of  the  new  signal  book 
and  sent  to  commanders  of  squadrons. 

IV.  The  bureau  directs  that  until  the  new  arrangements  shall  haA^e 
been  completed  the  flag  and  light  symbols  established  by  its  order  of 
the  22d  February  for  the  Navy  code  shall  be  extended  to  and  embrace 
the  flotilla  code  for  all  purposes  of  ordinary  signal  communication. 

V.  The  bureau  directs  that,  whenever  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
by  a  signal  officer  to  mask  his  signals,  he  will  commence  by  making 
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nSern7^of8tL°flo8Hn  °f  P[eS61lt  Navy  code?  or  the  signal 
nil  iber  llj  ot  the  flotilla  code,  whereupon  all  succeeding  signals 

w,ll  be  made  by  adding  10  to  the  number  as  shown  and  subtracting 10 

from  the  number  as  read.  And  whenever  it  shall  be  deemed  exped  " 

ent  to  return  to  ordinary  signals  that  one  of  the  above  indicated 

SSteto  doseCLm.S  t0  °Pe"  S“ret  S,gnals  W1"  be  rePeated  h> 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  ^  °f 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  April  Jh  186 % 

I  think  we  can  build  gunboats  above  the  shoals,  and  X  agree  with 
you  that  it  is  too  late  to  pass  the  shoals  now.  I  only  repeated  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  General  McPherson. 

Tell  Captain  Shirk  I  send  down  in  the  quartermaster’s  gunboat 
Silver _  Wave  General  Corse,  whom  I  would  like  him  to  see.  Ask 
Captain  Shirk  to  keep  up  communication  with  General  Veatch  at  or 
near  Purdy. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

.  Major-General. 

Captain  Pen  nock, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  injury  to  U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 
Ouachita  River ,  April  9 , 186 L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  pumps  were  sent  down 
and  placed  in  the  Little  Rebel. 

I  -enclose  Acting  Master  Oliver’s  report  of  the  accident  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  the  Little  Rebel. 

Your  obedient  servant,  Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

LAeutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel,  April  5, 1861f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  2d  instant. 

The  new  pumps  have  been  placed  in  the  vessel  and  work  admirably. 
On  the  trial  trip  I  ran  from  the  coal  barges  to  Fort  Adams  with  60 
pounds  steam  in  fifty-seven  minutes,  and  ran  5  miles  above  with 
90  pounds  steam  at  the  rate  of  17  miles  per  hour. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  orders  from  Captain 
Dominy  to  run  up  the  river  with  dispatches  to  the  Champion  and 
■Juliet.  I  left  Red  River  at  3  p.  m.,  ran  to  the  Champion ,  and  then 
steamed  on  up  river.  When  about  4  miles  up  one  of  the  bolts  of 
main  connection  slipped;  repaired  in  twenty  minutes  and  ran  on.  In 
making  the  crossing  at  entrance  of  Dead  Man’s  Bend  ran  into  shoal 
water,  then  going  about  14  miles  per  hour.  As  she  passed  over  she 
settled  astern  and  shipped  a  large  quantity  of  water  through  the 
rudder  port,  filling  the  after  lockers.  It  burst  the  locker  doors  and 
rushed  into  the  steerage.  The  officers  below  thought  she  had  opened 
aft  and  rushed  on  deck,  saying  that  the  boat  was  sinking.  I  sprung 
to  the  steerage  hatch,  and  seeing  several  inches  water  on  the  lower 
deck,  thought  such  was  the  fact.  I  immediately  went  on  deck  and 
ordered  the  pilot  to  run  her  into  the  shore,  as  I  thought  she  would 
sink  in  a  very  few  moments,  and  then  went  below  to  see  what  the 
damage  was.  I  found  that  it  was  a  false  alarm,  but  before  I  could 
alter  my  course  I  had  run  up  on  the  bar.  I  then  tried  to  get  her  off. 
I  threw  overboard  about  200  bushels  coal,  broke  everything  out  of  the 
rear  of  the  vessel  to  lighten  her  astern,  but  found  that  I  could  not 
start  her.  I  then  sent  a  boat  to  the  Champion  for  assistance.  The 
boat  met  the  Ike  Hammitt  coming  up  and  returned.  The  Ike  Ham- 
mitt  brought  me  off  in  about  one  hour,  but  in  getting  me  off,  broke 
my  rudderhead  off.  The  rudder  is  iron,  and  the  head  had  been 
wrenched  badly  and  was  about  half  gone.  The  steamer  Benefit  came 
down  at  5  p.  m.  to-day  and  towed  me  down  to  Red  River,  and  will 
take  my  rudder  up  to  the  Samson  to  be  repaired  to-morrow.  It  will 
be  but  a  short  job  to  repair  it,  and  if  the  shoe  is  not  badly  wrenched  I 
can  ship  it  in  a  short  time. 

I  regret  that  this  accident  should  happen,  for  I  had  got  everything 
in  such  good  working  order,  and  flattered  myself  that  I  was  going  to 
retrieve  the  reputation  of  the  boat  in  a  measure. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  ready  for  duty  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  A.  Oliver, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  M.  Ramsay, 

Comdg.  3d  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Juliet ,  forwarding  statement  of  cotton  captured  on  Elgee  planta¬ 
tion. 

U.  S.  S.  Juliet,  April  5, 186 f. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  forward  a  statement  of  the  rebel  cotton  captured 
on  the  Elgee  plantation,  at  the  mouth  of  Ouamachitti  [Homochitto] 
River,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Juliet ,  under  my  command,  on  the  26th  of 
March  last.  There  are  55  bales,  and  I  have  proof  sufficient  that  it 
was  raised,  picked,  ginned,  and  baled  on  that  plantation  while  Elgee 
was  bearing  arms  in  the  rebel  service  and  against  our  Government, 
and  before  the  plantation  was  leased  to  Colonel  Castle  by  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Since  we  captured  the  cotton,  Elgee  has  been  taken  prisoner, 
while  acting  on  the  rebel  General  Taylor’s  staff,  by  our  forces,  and 
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some  half  dozen  persons  have  been  to  Admiral  Porter  claiming  it, 
among  them  Colonel  Castle’s  agent,  Judge  Elgee’s  agent,  a  Dr.  Colt- 
man,  and  a  Mr.  Gordon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Watson, 
Acting  Master. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram] 

Cairo,  III.,  April  6 ,  186 A 

Your  dispatch  received. 

The  following  report  is  from  an  officer  sent  up  to  communicate 
with  General  Veatch : 

Paducah,  April  5,  1864. 

General  Veatch  went  to  Purdy  on  the  30th  ultimo;  sent  scouts  toward  Bolivar, 
Jackson,  and  Lexington.  Not  hearing  anything  of  Forrest,  he  returned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  and  proceeded  to  Waterloo,  whence  he  debarked,  and  marched  next 
day,  3d  instant,  to  Athens,  via  Florence. 

One  of  Forrest’s  regiments  (Wisdom’s)  is  stationed  at  William’s  Landing, 
5  miles  above  Savannah,  where  they  have  been  some  time. 

I  met  the  Roil)  on  my  return  with  the  convoy  yesterday  at  11  a.  m.,  about 
50  miles  below  Clifton.  There  was  4  feet  on  the  shoals  when  I  left  Waterloo,, 
and  river  rising  fast.  If  the  Robb  can  get  to  Florence,  General  Veatch  can  be 
communicated  with.  I  sent  the  Robb  to  try  and  get  there. 

A.  F.  O’Neil, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Mound  City. 

M.  Brayman, 

B  rigadier-  General. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  order  for 
delivery  of  steamer  Clara  Dolsen  to  the  TJ.  S.  marshal. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron,  . 

Cairo ,  III.,  April  9,  186 A 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  enclosed  copy  of  your  order 
of  the  4th  ultimo  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  to  deliver  the  Clara 
Dolsen  to  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

The  admiral  has  forwarded  to  me  a  copy  of  the  order,  and  directed 
me  to  comply  therewith. 

The  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  Illinois  was  at 
this  place  on  the  7th  instant,  and  I  informed  him  that  the  Clara 
Dolsen  would  be  delivered  to  him  at  any  time  he  may  mention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hop.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  PoHer ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  for  change  of  name  of  steamer  Maria  to  Antelope. 

Navy  Department,  April  9.  186 A 
Sir:  The  Department  changed  the  name  of  the  Maria ,  purchased 
by  you,  to  the  Antelope ,  as  it  had  a  vessel  of  that  name  in  the  course 
of  construction. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S. 
Naumkeag ,  referring  to  engagement  in  White  River  and  wounding 
of  two  men. 

U.  S.  S.  Naumkeag, 

White  River  Station ,  April  11,  1864 ■ 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  on  my  last  trip  up  White 
River  I  had  an  engagement  with  a  portion  of  McRae’s  force,  m  which 
Green  Goss,  pilot  on  transport  Q.  Lloyd  was  fatally  wounded  and 
one  man  on  steamer  Celeste  seriously  wounded.  I  sent  the  surgeon 
of  this  vessel  to  dress  their  wounds  and  discovered  that  he  was  un¬ 
provided  with  the  proper  surgical  instruments  for  the  extraction  of 
the  balls. 

He  informs  me  has  made  two  or  three  requisitions  for  surgical  in¬ 
struments.  He  is  totally  unprovided  for  such  emergencies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rogers, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Capture  of  Fort  Pillow ,  Term.,  April  12,  by  Confederate  force  under 
M aj or -General  Forrest ,  C.  S.  Army ,  and  attendant  operations  there 
and  at  Columbus  and  Paducah,  Ky.,  April  12-14, 1864. 

Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  transmitting  copy  of  dispatch  forwarded  to  the 
Department  and  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III.,  April  15,  186 4. 

Dear  Admiral:  As  you  directed  me  before  leaving  here  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  any  information  of  importance, 
I  have  telegraphed  him  to-day  and  enclose  a  copy  of  the  dispatch, 
which  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  our 
actions  in  this  region.  With  the  able  assistance  of  Shirk  and  Fitch,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  take  care  of  the  river  and  keep  it  open, 
unless  the  rascals  have  too  heavy  guns  for  our  ironclads  at  Fort 
Pillow.  The  guns  taken  by  the  rebels  were  four  12-pounders  and  two 
10-pounders,  the  latter  rifled.  The  fort  was  bravelv  defended  by  the 
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Thirteenth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Cavalry,  numbering  about  225  men, 

^ 16  U.  S.  Heavy  Artillery  (colored),  numbering  about 

3o0  men. 

.  these  125  were  taken  prisoners  and  50  came  here  wounded  last 
night.  Tv  o  officers  are  here — mortally  wounded — two  are  prisoners 
and  two  escaped.  The  latter  furnished  me  with  an  account  of  the 
fight  this  morning. 

No  negroes  were  spared,  and  the  wounded  were  shot  or  cut  to  pieces 
in  cold  blood,  so  say  the  officers. 

I  have  had  no  written  communication  from  Acting  Master  Mar¬ 
shall,  who  commands  the  New  Era ,  but  he  sent  up  a  verbal  message 
that  he  was  out  of  ammunition,  and  I  dispatched  the  Volunteer  night, 
before  last  with  500  rounds  for  him. 

I  send  you  a  hurried  report  from  Shirk.  I  have  been  up  and  at 
work  night  and  day  receiving  and  answering  dispatches  and  sending 
gunboats  to  different  points.  Troops  returning  from  furlough  be¬ 
longing  to  General  McPherson’s  command  are  arriving  here  daily, 
and  at  my  suggestion  General  Bray  man  has  stationed  infantry  and  a 
battery  just  above  Mound  City. 

I  have  directed  the  captain  of  the  New  National  to  report  to  Fitch, 
near  Fort  Pillow,  and  to  be  governed  by  his  instructions  whether  to 
pass  the  fort  or  not.  No  boats  will  be  allowed  to  leave  for  below 
until  we  hear  the  condition  of  affairs  from  Fitch. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  pilots  I  could  lay  my  hands  on  to  report  to 
you  and  hope  soon  to  send  you  the  required  number.  I  find  it  a  hard 
matter  to  get  engineers,  but  will  try  to  find  some  in  Cincinnati  and 
send  them  to  you.  All  your  dispatches  received  up  to  the  12th  went 
by  the  Red  Rover ,  and  I  now  send  such  as  have  arrived  since. 

I  have  been  called  off  twenty  times  since  starting  this  letter  and 
must  now  close  to  dispatch  the  boat. 

I  will  write  you  by  every  opportunity  and  keep  you  posted. 

The  ordnance  officer  has  been  directed  to  fill  all  requisitions  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible.  Fitch  saj^s  that  all  is  quiet  on  the  Cumberland,  and 
Shirk  will  look  out  for  that  district  during  his  absence. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

A.  M.  Pennock. 


[Telegram — Enclosures.] 

Cairo,  III.,  April  15 ,  186 J+ — 3  p.  rn. 
On  the  13th  instant  the  rebels  demanded  the  surrender  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ky.,  which  was  refused  by  Colonel  Lawrence.  Troops  and  two 
gunboats  were  sent  from  here,  but  the  enemy  had  retired  before  they 
reached  Columbus.  Hearing  that  Fort  Pillow  had  been  attacked,  I 
directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  if  he  could  be  spared  from 
Columbus,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pillow  with  gunboats  Eastings  and 
Moose.  Last  night  I  learned  that  Fort  Pillow  had  been  captured 
after  a  desperate  resistance  by  the  garrison.  The  gunboat  New  Era 
assisted  in  the  defense.  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch  will,  on  his 
arrival,  endeavor  to  shell  the  rebels  from  the  fort  and  to  keep  the 
river  open  at  all  hazards.  The  greater  part  of  the  rebel  force  is  said 
to  have  left  in  the  direction  of  Memphis.  On  the  14th  a  fla^  of 
truce  was  sent  by  the  rebels  to  Paducah.  One  hour  was  given  by  them 
to  move  the  women  and  children.  At  the  expiration  of  the  hour  no 
attack  was  made. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  reports  that  the  gunboats  shelled  the 
upper  part  of  the  town  and  drove  the  rebels  out,  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  troops  in  the  fort  also  shelled  them  and  killed  several. 
Paducah  has  been  reinforced  by  troops  sent  by  General  Brayman, 
and  we  have  four  gunboats  there.  Information  has  reached  me  that 
the  rebels  are  in  force  at  Blandville,  Ivy.,  and  will  cross  the  Ohio  into 
Illinois,  if  they  can,  about  20  miles  above  Mound  City.  I  have  bad 
all  the  ferries  and  skiffs  between  this  place  and  Paducah  destroyed, 
and  will  keep  the  river  closely  watched  with  all  the  force  we  have 
at  our  disposal.  A  part  of  [the]  rebels’  programme  is,  I  believe,  to 
destroy  the  large  amount  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  we  have 
at  Mound  City  and  other  Government  property  at  this  place.  We 
have  taken  every  precaution  in  our  power  to  guard  against  it.  We 
have  constantly  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  incendiaries.  Admiral 
Porter  has  left  me  ample  instructions  for  guidance  during  his  absence, 
which  I  shall  carry  out  to  the  extent  of  my  ability. 

I  will  telegraph  you  when  I  hear  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch. 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C ommandant  of  Station. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Paducah,  Ivy.,  April  12 ,  1S6V 

The  rebels  are  in  force  around  us.  The  colonel  and  the  gunboats 
are  waiting  for  an  attack.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  they  will  make 
the  effort  to  take  the  place  with  four  gunboats.  We  do  not  allow  any 
transports  to  go  down  the  river,  nor  will  we  until  we  can  give  convoy. 
The  Peosta ,  Moose ,  Brilliant ,  and  F airplay  are  here.  The  Key  W est 
went  up  the  river  this  morning  with  an  army  convoy.  The  Silver 
Lake  is  patrolling  the  river  below. 

Beware  of  rebel  strategy  and  look  out  for  Cairo  and  Columbus.  I 
think  the  rebels  want  to  cross  the  Ohio. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Comdg.  Seventh  Dist. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  April  16,  1861^. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  has  returned  from  Fort  Pillow. 
The  fort  had  been  taken  on  the  12th  after  a  fight  lasting  from  day¬ 
light  until  3  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch  ar¬ 
rived  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th.  Enemy  had  left  the  fort, 
carrying  off  all  the  guns,  consisting  of  four  12-pounders  and  two 
10-pounder  rifled  Parrotts.  Heavy  forces  of  cavalry  were  just  above, 
preparing  to  cross  over  to  Island  No.  30  to  capture  a  number  of 
steamers  that  had  been  detained.  The  Moose,  Hastings,  New  Era , 
and  Volunteer  shelled  the  enemy  from  4  o’clock  until  dark  and 
routed  them,  driving  them  to  Ashport,  when  they  left  on  the  Ripley 
road.  The  transports  were  then  conveyed  past  Fort  Pillow  and  the 
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gunboats  landed  at  the  fort  and  took  on  board  the  remainder  of  our 
wounded ;  also  the  women  and  children.  The  next  morning  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  b  itch  ordered  the  remainder  of  the  dead  to  be 
buried,  and,  seeing  no  more  of  the  enemy  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
started  up  the  river.  At  Ashport  he  shelled  a  squad  of  cavalry  that 
had  encamped  there  the  night  before  and  drove  them  off.  The  New 
Era  was  supplied  with  ammunition  and  left  to  guard  the  fort,  and 
the  Moose ,  Hastings ,  and  Volunteer  returned  to  this  place. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Eighth  District, 
ordered  to  render  assistance  in  Seventh  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cairo1  April  16 ,  186  A 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  present  troubles 
in  this  section  it  was  deemed  proper  by  Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pen¬ 
nock  that  I  should  for  a  short  time  leave  my  district  proper  to  meet 
sudden  emergencies  at  Columbus  and  below. 

As  you  are  not  probably  aware  of  the  exact  bearings  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  points,  it  would  perhaps  be  better  for  me  to  enter  a  little  more 
into  detail  than  would  in  ordinary  cases  be  necessary  in  a  report  of 
operations.  I  will  therefore  have  to  go  so  far  back  as  to  embrace  the 
time  I  left  Smithland  and  embody  in  this  report  a  general  statement 
of  occurrences. 

On  the  9th  of  April  a  general  court-martial,  then  in  session  on 
board  of  this  vessel,  having  completed  the  evidence  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  and  the  exigencies  of  the  service  being  such  that  it  was  not 
advisable  for  witnesses  for  the  defense  being  called  away  from 
Mound  City,  I  ran  down  to  that  point  to  complete  the  trial. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  Paducah  was  again  threatened,  also  inter¬ 
mediate  points.  I  therefore  got  underway  and  went  to  Paducah  to 
assist  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  and  at  the  same  time  telegraph 
for  some  of  the  boats  from  my  district  to  reinforce  him  and  to  patrol 
the  river  below.  I  arrived  at  Paducah  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
and  as  an  attack  was  momentarily  expected  remained  there  till 
evening  of  that  date.  At  the  same  time  two  of  the  vessels  of  my 
district  were  patrolling  the  river  between  that  point  and  Mound 
City.  During  the  evening  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Mound 
City,  having  left  with  Captain  Shirk  the  F airplay.  The  boats  were 
then  stationed  as  follows : 

At  Paducah,  Peosta  and  Fairplay. 

Patrols. — From  Paducah  to  Metropolis,  Victory.  From  Metropo¬ 
lis  to  Head  of  Chain,  Silver  Lake.  From  Head  of  Chain  to  Cale¬ 
donia,  Brilliant.  From  Caledonia  to  Mound  City,  boat  supplied  by 
Captain  Pennock.  At  Smithland  on  the  Cumberland,  the  Spring - 
’field. 

About  3  p.  m.  information  was  received  that  Columbus  was  to  be 
attacked.  I  therefore  proceeded  on  down  to  Columbus  with  this 
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boat  and  the  Hastings  under  orders  from  Captain  Pennock.  En¬ 
closed  is  a  copy. 

After  arriving  at  Columbus  and  being  told  by  the  military  com¬ 
mandant  of  that  post  that  reinforcements  were  not  necessary,  that 
he  could  hold  the  place,  I  posted  the  Fairy  in  a  commanding  posi¬ 
tion  and  moved  on  down  the  river  with  this  boat  and  the  Hastings. 

During  the  night  the  Volunteer  joined  me  with  ammunition  for 
the  New  Era  at  Fort  Pillow. 

During  the  night  I  received  information  that  Fort  Pillow  had 
been  captured  by  the  enemy.  I  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  hurry 
down  at  once  to  reinforce  the  boats  there,  so  that  we  might  be  able 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  planting  batteries  along  the  banks  and 
thereby  cut  off  communication  with  the  boats  below. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Pillow  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  and  met  there 
the  New  Era ,  shelling  the  rebels  away  from  the  point  just  above  Cold 
[Coal]  Creek,  where  they  had  displayed  considerable  bravery  in  set¬ 
ting  fire  to  one  of  our  empty  coal  barges. 

I  also  opened  fire  in  the  same  direction  and  moved  on  down  and 
communicated  with  the  New  Era.  After  learning  the  true  state  of 
affairs,  I  directed  the  Hastings  to  round  to  and  shell  the  woods 
along  up  to  Plum  Point,  as  the  rebels  were  there  in  strong  force  in 
these  woods  and  were  showing  their  honesty  and  bravery  bv  firing 
the  wood  piles  along  the  bank.  I  ran  *on  down  the  river  and  picked 
up  our  empty  coal  barge  which  had  been  fired  by  the  rebels  and  was 
then  drifting  down  the  river.  I  got  hold  of  the  barge  and  got  the 
fire  out  before  it  had  done  much  damage.  I  proceeded  on  up  around 
Plum  Point  and  got  several  shots  at  rebel  cavalry. 

The  Hastings  also  got-  several  good  shots  at  them  behind  the  wood- 
piles  just  as  I  was  coming  up. 

Just  at  the  foot  of  Island  No.  30  we  again  saw  another  force  of 
rebel  cavalry  and  followed  through  the  chute,  shelling  them  as  they 
went. 

There  were  a  number  of  steamers  tied  up  at  Island  No.  30,  havino- 
been  stopped  there  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  New  Era.  The 
rebels  had  formed  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  these  steamers,  and  were 
then  concentrating  opposite  the  island  for  that  purpose. 

Learning  that  the  rebels  had  not  crossed  the  Hatchee  Eiver,  and 
knowing  that  Pillow  was  safe,  the  boats  were  started  down  the  river. 
After  we  had  passed  through  the  chute  and  came  down  to  them  we 
convoyed  them  below  Pillow,  then,  returning  to  the  fort,  landed’  the 
Volunteer  and  New  Era.  Took  on  board  the  Volunteer  the  remain¬ 
ing  women  and  children  and  on  board  of  this  boat  the  remainder  of 
the  wounded,  after  which  we  tied  up  to  the  towhead  opposite,  about 
12  p.  m.,  where  we  lay  till  daylight  in  the  morning. 

When  going  down  I  found  the  Wilson  tied  up  at  Island  No.  16 
with  a  heavy  tow  waiting  for  convoy.  I  took  her  on  down  to  Island 
No.  30,  where  she  remained  till  all  was  found  clear  below.  She  then 
went  with  us  in  the  fore  part  of  the  night  down  to  Pillow,  where  she 
remained  till  I  left  in  the  morning,  when  I  turned  her  over  to  the 
New  Era  to  see  [her]  safely  down  the  river. 

Soon  after  daylight  I  ran  over  to  Pillow  and  landed,  threw  out 
pickets  a  sufficient  distance  to  prevent  a  surprise,  and  finished  bury¬ 
ing  the  dead,  as  many  bodies  were  still  left  untouched  on  the  field. 
A  great  portion  of  the  dead  were  thrown  into  the  ditch  around  the 
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fort  and  were  left  by  the  enemy,  some  with  their  heads,  others  with 
their  feet  and  arms  sticking  out.  Our  pickets  on  the  right  were 
fired  on,  but  not  hit ;  they  returned  the  fire  and  were  not  again  dis¬ 
turbed. 

.  After  having  completed  burying  the  dead  the  pickets  were  called 
m  and  I  proceeded  up  the  river,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  away  from 
my  command  longer  than  possible  and  not  thinking  it  necessary  that 
I  should  lay  at  Pillow  any  longer. 

At  Ashport  I  got  intimation  of  a  portion  of  the  enemy  in  the 
woods  and  shelled  them  back. 

I  believe  the  force  at  Fort  Pillow  was  about  500 — 200  white  and 
300  negroes— nearly  all  of  which  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  It 
is  reported  that  all  the  negroes  were  killed  and  most  of  the  officers. 

I  do  not  think,  from  a  hasty  glance,  that  the  fort  was  on  the  most 
commanding  position,  else  it  might  have  been  defended  even  by  that 
number  of  men.  There  is  also  no  doubt  that  the  rebels  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  flag  of  truce  to  advance  on  the  fort,  and  while  the  flag  was 
up  they  advanced  in  a  heavy  column  up  a  ravine  to  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  breastworks. 

I  reached  this  point  and  reported  to  Captain  Pennock  this  evening 
and  will  proceed  on  up  the  river  to  Smithland  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  got  some  five  or  six  pieces  of  artillery  from  the 
fort ;  some  of  them  are  10-pound  rifles.  I  believe  we  may  therefore 
expect  to  see  them  again  on  the  river  at  some  point  between  here  and 
Paducah,  very  likely  opposite  Cairo  or  Mound  City. 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Marshall,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  Era, 
regarding  cooperation  in  defense  of  Fort  Pillow. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Era, 

Off  Fort  Pillow ,  April  15,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  instant,  at  6  a.  m., 
we  received  information  from  Major  Booth,  commanding  at  Fort 
Pillow,  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  with  a  large  force  on  the 
fort.  We  had  previously  arranged  signals  with  the  commander  of 
the  post,  so  that  in  case  he  was  attacked  he  could  give  us  by  signal 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  We  immediately  got  ready  for  action. 
At  6:30  a.  m.  the  firing  had  commenced  on  all  sides,  we  moving  up 
and  down,  and  firing  as  signaled  from  the  fort.  At  12:15  p.  m.  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  us  with  two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  which 
were  stationed  under  cover  of  Wolf’s  Hill,  they  firing  and  then 
retiring  behind  the  hill  again,  but  doing  no  damage  to  us.  Sharp¬ 
shooters  were  continually  firing  on  us  from  all  directions.  At  1:45 
p.  m.  the  firing  ceased.  We  came  to  anchor  a  short  distance  from 
the  fort.  Owing  to  the  strong  wind  and  current,  our  firing  was  from 
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our  starboard  battery,  and  our  guns  bad  become  quite  hot  and  very 
foul,  and  required  cleaning.  As  soon  as  the  firing  had  ceased  the 
enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce.  At  3:15  the  flag  was  withdrawn  and 
an  immediate  assault  made  on  the  fort,  which  was  soon  taken,  the 
enemy  coming  up  with  overwhelming  force.  The  fort  colors  were 
lowered  by  the  enemy  and  an  indiscriminate  massacre  was  com¬ 
menced  on  our  troops,  the  enemy  firing  volley  after  volley  on  them. 
At  the  same  time  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  turned  on  us,  and  shell 
were  falling  over  and  around  us.  We  got  underway  and  proceeded 
upstream  out  of  range.  When  out  of  range,  came  to,  and  took  on 
board  women  and  children  that  had  been  driven  from  the  fort ;  then 
proceeded  upstream  and  came  to  anchor  off  Barfield’s  Point  at  12 : 30 
a.  m.  of  the  13th.  At  7 : 30  a.  m.  put  refugees  on  board  steamer  Lady 
Pike,  and  at  8  a.  m.  started  downstream,  the  steamer  Lady  Pike 
following,  we  intending  that  if  the  enemy  were  still  in  possession 
of  the  fort,  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking  permission  to  take  care  of 
our  wounded  and  bury  the  dead.  On  arriving  at  the  fort  found  the 
enemy  still  there  in  large  force.  General  Chalmers  commanding; 
General  Forrest  just  outside  with  the  remainder  of  the  forces. 
U.  S.  S.  No.  28  and  steamer  Platte  Valley  had  arrived  from  Mem¬ 
phis  under  flag  of  truce,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  burying  the 
dead.  We  signaled  and  came  in,  sent  an  officer  and  a  few  men  on 
shore  to  assist.  We  buried  64  before  the  flag  of  truce  was  with¬ 
drawn.  The  enemy  had  buried  between  300  and  400.  At  5  p.  m. 
got  underway  and  proceeded  downstream  to  where  our  coal  barge 
had  grounded  (it  having  drifted  onto  the  bar  at  Island  [No.]  34;  it 
was  cut  adrift  during  the  engagement),  where  we  came  to  anchor 
for  the  night;  14th,  at  12  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  started  up¬ 
stream;  came  into  the  bank  at  Fulton,  took  on  board  citizens  that 
were  captured  by  the  enemy  and  released,  proceeded  upstream  under 
flag  of  truce,  stopped  at  Fort  Pillow,  found  that  the  main  force  had 
evacuated.  We  saw  about  500  of  Forrest’s  cavalry  across  Coal 
Creek;  they  had  set-  fire  to  our  empty  coal  barge  while  our  flag 
of  truce  was  still  flying.  We  immediately  set  all  refugees  on  shore, 
took  down  our  white  flag,  and  started  in  pursuit,  they  at  the  same 
tune  were  moving  up  the  river  bank,  burning  piles  of  cord  wood. 
We  opened  fire  on  them  and  drove  them  back.  While  we  were  firino- 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Nos.  15,  84 \,  and  Volunteer  came  in  sight.  We 
signaled  to  them.  They  commenced  firing  also.  We  proceeded  up 
as  far  as  Island  [No.]  30,  then  returned  to  Fort  Pillow,  and  came 
to  anchor  for  the  night.  This  morning  got  underway  and  came  into 
the  fort,  sent  an  officer  and  a  few  men  on  shore  to  bury  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  dead.  In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  high  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board  this 
vessel.  No  persons  were  injured  on  board.  Enclosed  you  will  find 
memorandum  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Marshall, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  Ledyard  Phelps, 

Commanding  6th  Division  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Amount  of  ammunition  expended  in  the  engagement  of  the  12th 
instant-:  191  rounds  of  shell,  85  rounds  of  shrapnel,  6  rounds  of 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


221 


canister,  375  rounds  of  rifle  cartridges,  96  rounds  of  revolver  car¬ 
tridges.  On  the  14th :  34  rounds  of  shrapnel. 

Jas.  Marshall, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  No.  7. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tile  sending  of 

TJ.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud  to  Port  Pillow. 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Memphis ,  Term..  April  13,  186 A 

Sir:  Last  evening  about  5  o’clock  two  gentlemen,  who  were  dis¬ 
patched  by  Acting  Master  Marshall,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  Era , 
reported  to  me  that  Fort  Pillotv  was  attacked  by  the  rebels  at  day¬ 
light  that  morning  and  requested  that  I  would  send  him  ammunition, 
as  he  would  be  out  by  12  o’clock  this  day.  In  consequence  of  this  in¬ 
formation,  I  ordered  Acting  Master  Ferguson,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Silver  Cloud ,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Fort  Pillow  and  render  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power  to  defend  the  place.  At  10  p.  m.  last 
evening  the  Ike  Hammitt ,  with  a  barge  load  of  cotton  in  tow,  re¬ 
turned  to  this  place  and  reported  to  me  that  Fort  Pillow  had  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  rebels  and  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  turned  upon  the 
shipping.  The  river  is  effectually  blockaded  at  that  point  for  the 
present,  no  vessels  being  able  to  pass  up  or  down. 

Captain  Birch,  commanding  the  General  Lyon,  who  has  just  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  point,  informs  me  that  he  has  little  or  no  cargo  and  can 
easily  return  and  give  you  information  that  the  river  is  blockaded; 
consequently,  I  have  concluded  to  dispatch  him  to  you  with  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  state  of  affairs,  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of 
sending  ironclads  to  again  open  the  river  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  IT.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud  regarding  assistance  rendered 

at  Fort  Pillow.  TT  0  ,T  c? 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  13, 186 h—>. midnight. 

Sir*  Actino-  Master  Ferguson,  commanding  the  Silver  Cloud,  has 
just  returned^ to  this  station  from  Fort  Pillow  and  handed  to  me  the 
enclosed  report  of  his  proceedings  since  leaving  this  station  on  the 

night  of  the  12th  instant.  .  ,  ,  , , , 

I  also  enclose  you  an  interesting  account  of  the  battle  at  4  ort  Pil¬ 
low  by  a  gentleman  who  was  on  board  the  Platte  Valley.  Major- 
General  Hurlbut  informed  me  to-day  that  he  had  only  about  4,000 

men  to  defend  this  city  with. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


222 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud, 

Off  Memphis ,  April  14-  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  12th  instant  I  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  steamer  Platte  Valley  and 
proceeded  with  all  haste  possible  up  the  river  to  render  assistance  to 
our  forces  at  Fort  Pillow.  About  20  miles  above  Memphis  I  spoke  a 
steamer  coming  down  and  learned  that  Fort  Pillow  was  captured  by 
the  rebels  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  12th. 

At  10:30  p.  m.  I  had  my  fire  walls  repaired  and  steam  up,  but  still 
continued  lashed  to  the  Platte  Valley ,  as  by  that  means  I  could  make 
more  haste. 

I  arrived  at  Fult®n,  3  miles  below  Fort  Pillow,  about  6  a.  m.  on 
the  13th  and  cast  off  from  the  Platte  Valley ,  directing  her  to  follow 
me  up  cautiously.  At  Fulton  I  learned  that  the  rebel  pickets  were 
about  one-half  mile  farther  on.  I  soon  came  upon  their  outpost  and 
commenced  to  shell  the  woods  and  hills  in  suspicious  places,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  do  so  until  I  arrived  opposite  Fort  Pillow.  Although  I 
could  see  parties  of  their  cavalry  moving  about  upon  the  hills,  they 
did  not  return  my  fire.  I  rounded  to  a  short  distance  above  the  fort 
and  stood  down  the  river  close  to  the  bank.  All  the  buildings  round 
the  fort  and  the  fort  itself  were  on  fire,  and  wThen  I  arrived  abreast 
the  fort  several  of  our  troops,  some  of  them  wounded,  came  out  from 
their  hiding  places.  I  landed  and  took  them  on  board  and  whilst 
doing  so  was  fired  upon  by  sharpshooters,  but  no  person  was  injured. 
I  then  stood  out  in  the  river  again  and  commenced  to  shell  the  hills. 
About  this  time  some  cavalry  showed  themselves  on  the  hills  with  a 
flag  of  truce.  I  ceased  firing  and  sent  my  cutter  on  shore  in  answer 
to  it. 

„ The  officer  bearing  the  flag  of  truce  had  a  proposal  from  General 
b  oirest  (a  copy  of  which  I  forward)  that  he  would  give  us  possession 
of  the  fort  and  the  country  around  it  until  5  p.  m.  (it  was  then  3 
a.  m.)  for  the  purpose  of  burying  our  dead  and  removing  our 
wounded,  who  were  suffering  terribly  from  want  of  attention,  pro¬ 
vided  I  would  acknoAvledge  the  parole  of  the  wounded  lving  on  the 
battle  field. 

I  agreed  to  his  terms,  and  immediately  made  preparations  for 
bringing  down  the  wounded  and  burying  our  dead.  The  wounded  T 
placed  on  board  the  Platte  Valley  for  transportation  to  the  New 
Madrid  Etospital.  I  sent  my  surgeon  in  charge  of  them.  Details  of 
rebel  soldiers  and  several  of  our  soldiers  on  board  the  Platte  Valley 
assisted  my  crew  in  bringing  down  the  wounded,  etc.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Era  came  down  the  river  and  sent  a  party  on 
shore.  After  the  Platte  Valley  had  stood  up  the  river  with  all  the 
wounded  found  in  the  fort  and  around  on  the  contested  ground  some 
20  more  came  in  from  the  rebel  lines  badly  wounded.  These  were 
received  by  Fleet  Surgeon  Pinkney  on  board  the  Red  Rover  which 
vessel  fortunately  came  down  the  river  at  this  time. 

The  dead  we  buried  amounted  to  about  150.  We  removed  69 
wounded  from  the  battle  field,  besides  20  I  took  on  board  before  the 
flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  by  the  enemy. 

From  all  I  could  learn  of  the  enemv’s  strength  and  future  move¬ 
ments  I  should  think  that  Forrest’s  force  is  not  over  6,000.  He  has 
ten  pieces  of  artillery,  including  the  six  captured  at  Fort  Pillow,  and 
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was  supposed  to  be  preparing  for  a  movement  upon  Memphis.  The 
pieces  of  artillery  captured  at  Fort  Pillow  were  captured  in  good 
order,  with  about  150  rounds  of  ammunition  to  each  gun. 

Having  completed  the  burying  of  the  dead  and  the  removal  of  the 
wounded,  I  immediately  stood  down  the  river  to  report  to  you.  I  left 
the  Neio  Era  about  3  miles  below  Fort  Pillow. 

I  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  with  this  report  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  myself  with  the  enemy  under  their  flag  of  truce  and  a 
list  of  the  wounded  paroled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Ferguson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  /Silver  Cloud. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 

[Subenclosures.] 

Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalry, 

Fort  Pillow ,  April  13,  1861^. 

I  am  authorized  to  say  by  Major-General  Forrest  he  desires  to 
place  the  badly  wounded  of  your  Army  on  board  of  your  boats,  pro¬ 
vided  you  will  acknowledge  their  parole.  I  shall  send  all  (white  or 
black)  who  desire  to  go. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Anderson, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Acting  Master  Ferguson, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Silver  Cloud ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud, 

Off  Fort  Pillow ,  April  13,  186 A 

I  accept  your  flag  of  truce  and  will  land  my  vessel  accordingly. 
Respectfully, 

1  W.  Ferguson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud. 

Captain  C.  W.  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army, 

Bearer  of  Flag  of  Truce. 


On  Board  U.  S.  Gunboat  Silver  Cloud, 

Fort  Pillow,  April  13, 186Jj. 

It  is  agreed  that  until  5  o’clock  p.  m.  this  evening  details  from 
United  States  forces  or  others  interested  in  the  burial  of  the  dead 
or  the  recovery  of  the  wounded,  shall  have  free  access  to  the  foit 
and  the  grounds  around  it  until  5  o’clock  p.  m.  this  evening. 

For  Confederate  States: 

Forrest, 

Major-  General ,  C ommanding. 
Chas.  W.  Anderson, 

Aid-de-C amp  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Acting  Master  W.  Ferguson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S,  Silver  Cloud, 
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Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalry  Department, 

Fort  Pillow ,  April  13 ,  186 A 

Referring  to  the  copy  of  communication,  herewith  attached,  I  am 
authorized  to  say  by  General  Forrest  that  he  desires  to  place  the 
badly  wounded  of  your  army  on  board  of  one  of  your  boats,  provided 
you  will  acknowledge  their  parole,  I  shall  send  all  (black  or  white) 
who  desire  to  go. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Anderson, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  we  have  received  on  board  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Silver  Cloud  the  following-named  prisoners,  wounded  at 
Fort  Pillow  April  12,  1864: 

First  Lieutenant  John  H.  Porter,  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Tennes¬ 
see  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieutenant  H.  Lippett,  Company  B,  Sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops. 

First  Lieutenant  M.  J.  Learning,  adjutant,  Thirteenth  Tennessee. 

Jno.  Plemmel,  acting  quartermaster’s  clerk  [and  54  others]. 


Off  Fort  Pillow,  April  13 ,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Editors  Argus: 

Gentlemen:  The  combined  forces  (numbering  between  7,000  and 
8,000)  of  Major-General  Forrest,  General  Chalmers,  Colonel  McCul¬ 
loch,  and  Colonel  Bell,  the  two  latter  commanding  brigades,  made 
an  assault  upon  our  fortifications  at  about  6  a.  m.  on  yesterday.  Our 
force  consisted  of  about  250  whites  and  350  blacks.  The  U.  S.  S. 
New  Era ,  Acting  Master  James  Marshall,  commanding,  lying  off  the 
fort,  shelled  the  rebels  and  drove  them  from  a  position  which  they 
had  gained  on  the  south  side  of  the  fort.  They  again  assaulted  our 
works  from  the  north  side.  Owing  to  the  dense  timber,  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  dislodge  them,  although  Captain  Marshall  kept  a  con¬ 
tinual  shower  of  shell  and  shrapnel  raining  down  upon  them;  but 
so  small  was  the  force  in  the  garrison  and  so  overwhelming  the  rebel 
force,  that  at  about  3:30  p.  m.  the  enemy  carried  our  works  and  the 
gallant  few  which  were  left  [were]  taken  prisoners.  The  guns  of 
the  fort  consisted  of  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  two  10-pounder  rifled, 
and  two  10-pounder  Parrotts,  six  pieces  in  all.  Major  Booth  and 
two  captains  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Artillery  (colored)  were 
killed  early  in  the  engagement,  also  two  lieutenants  of  same  com¬ 
mand  badly  wounded.  Of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Cap¬ 
tains  Bradford,  Porter,  and  Learning,  also  Lieutenant  Barr  and  some 
others,  who  could  not  be  identified.  Major  Bradford  was  taken  pris¬ 
oner,  and  reported  by  the  rebels  as  having  been  paroled  the  liberty 
of  their  camp,  and  having  violated  it  by  escaping  during  last  night, 
but  I  was  told  that  he  was  taken  out  by  the  rebels  late  last  evening 
and  shot.  Captain  Young,  provost-marshal  of  post,  taken  a  prisoner 
and  paroled  the  liberty  of  their  camp,  says  that  our  forces  behaved 
gallantly  throughout  the  whole  action;  that  our  loss  in  killed  will 
exceed  200 ;  he  also  stated  that  General  Forrest  shot  one  of  his  own 
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command  for  refusing  quarters  to  our  men.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Thomas  Pattison,  commandant  of  station  at  Memphis,  receiving  dis¬ 
patches  at  7  p.  m.  last  evening  from  the  commanding  officer  of  New 
Era  that  he  was  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  ordered  the  mail  steamer 
Platte  V alley  to  take  in  tow  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud ,  Acting  Master 
W.  Ferguson,  commanding,  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  scene  of  ac¬ 
tion.  The  boilers  of  the  Silver  Cloud  being  at  the  time  down, 
through  the  energy  of  Captain  Ferguson,  in  three  hours  they  were 
up,  and  by  12  [had]  steam  enough  to  make  6  knots  against  the  cur¬ 
rent.  The  two  boats  kept  together  until  2  a.  m.,  when  .Captain  Fer¬ 
guson  ordered  Captain  Riley,  commanding  Platte  Valley ,  to  drop 
astern.  At  7  a.  m.  we  arrived  in  sight  of  Fort  Pillow.  The  commis¬ 
sary  and  other  public  buildings,  together  with  some  12  stores,  private 
property,  were  in  flames.  The  rebels  could  be  seen  moving  about 
applying  torches  to  the  barracks,  huts,  and  stables.  Captain  Fergu¬ 
son  ordered  his  pilot  to  move  up  within  range  for  5-second  shells. 
For  some  thirty  minutes  or  more  he  continued  throwing  shell  and 
shrapnel  at  detached  squads  as  they  moved  about.  The  cannon,  which 
was  mounted  on  field  carriage,  the  rebels  had  moved  during  the  night 
from  the  fort  to  their  outposts.  A  flag  of  truce  appearing,  Captain 
Ferguson  ordered  his  men  to  cease  firing,  and  answered  it  by  send¬ 
ing  a  small  boat  with  an  officer  and  6  men  to  the  shore.  Presently 
it  returned  with  a  communication  from  Major-General  Forrest,  say¬ 
ing  that  a  large  number  of  our  wounded  were  suffering  for  the  want 
of  proper  attention,'  saying  that  in  the  event  certain  stipulations 
(which  he  mentioned)  were  agreed  to,  that  he  would  withdraw  his 
forces  to  the  outer  works  and  give  him  possession  of  the  fort  until 
5  p.  m.,  occupying  same  under  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of 
burying  the  dead  and  removing  the  wounded.  Captain  Ferguson, 
knowing  that  the  shells  from  his  guns  would  necessarily  explode 
among  our  wounded,  causing  a  still  greater  loss  of  life  to  us,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Major  Charles  W.  Anderson,  aid-de-camp 
to  General  Forrest,  and  acting  under  his  authority,  the  purport  of 
which  was  that  on  our  part  we  would  not  disturb  their  men  while 
gathering  the  small  arms  nor  allow  anything  whatever  to  be  removed 
from  the  battle  field.  On  their  part  they  were  to  allow  us  to  land  as 
many  men  as  we  might  deem  necessary  to  bury  the  dead  and  take 
the  wounded  off,  they  requiring  one  hour  to  withdraw  their  remain¬ 
ing  armed  forces  to  the  outworks.  At  about  12  m.  we  commenced. 
Captain  Ferguson  signaled  the  Platte  Valley  to  move  up  and  come 
alongside,  which  she  did  do,  and  the  wounded,  some  fifty-odd,  placed 
on  board.  A  list  of  their  names  I  herewith  append.  The  rebels 
rendered  us  efficient  aid,  facilitating  as  much  as  possible  getting  the 
wounded  on  board  transport.  Those  wounded  who  could  walk  were 
generally  brought  down  the  bluffs,  supported  on  either  side  by  a 
rebel  soldier.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be  bestowed  upon  Captain 
Riley,  as  well  as  all  other  officers  of  the  Platte  Valley ,  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  provided  for  the  wounded,  requiring  the  passen¬ 
gers  to  give  up  their  staterooms,  furnishing  at  once  proper  suste¬ 
nance  of  food,  and  nourishing  drinks  to  those  who  were  unable  to 
eat.  There  were  a  great  many  ladies  on  board  who,  God  bless  them, 
true  to  their  nature,  went  at  once  to  work  alleviating  as  far  as  pos- 
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sible  their  sufferings.  After  the  Platte  Valley  left,  some  12  to  15 
wounded  were  sent  in  from  the  Confederate  camp.  The  United 
States  naval  hospital  boat  Red  Rover  landed,  and  Fleet  Surgeon 
Ninian  Pinkney,  with  his  usual  promptness,  provided  comfortable 
quarters  for  them,  and  with  his  little  army  of  assistant  surgeons  soon 
had  their  wounds  dressed.  The  names  of  those  taken  charge  of  by 
Surgeon  Pinkney  I  did  not  get,  the  accompanying  list  being  the 
names  only  of  those  sent  to  Cairo. 

Now  that  the  excitement  is  over,  the  thought  of  those  charred 
bodies,  together  with  the  nausea  occasioned  by  the  burning  human 
flesh,  and  the  200  or  more  dead  bodies  mangled,  dying  as  they  did, 
pleading  for  quarter,  many  with  faces  distorted  with  pain,  eyes 
bayoneted,  skulls  broken,  and  some  with  bowels  torn  from  the  hu¬ 
man  casements,  some  so  besmeared  with  blood  and  the  flesh  of  com¬ 
rades  as  to  render  them  incog,  to  even  their  own  fathers  and  mothers, 
it  has  so  sickened  me  that  I  can  write  no  more.  Messrs,  editors,  I 
must  add  that  in  storming  a  fort  where  such  desperate  resistance  is 
offered,  that  many,  very  many,  must  fall;  but  at  Fort  Pillow  I  have 
every  evidence  that  instead  of  honorable  warfare  that  the  Confeder¬ 
ates  pursued  that  of  indiscriminate  butchery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  humble  servant, 

N.  D.  Wetmore,  Jr. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Fitch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to 
proceed  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  for  cooperation  in  defense  of  that  place. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III.,  April  13, 186 A 

Sir:  Colonel  Lawrence,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  has  in¬ 
formed  the  general  commanding  at  this  place  that  the  rebel  General 
Buford  has  demanded  the  surrender  of  Columbus  and  been  refused. 

You  will  proceed  in  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Columbus 
and  cooperate  with  the  army  in  the  defense  of  that  place. 

The  gunboat  Fairy  is  now  there,  and  I  will  send  the  Hastinqs  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  Hickman,  you  will  do  so.  We 
have  no  troops  there,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  rebels  go  into  and 
out  of  the  place  at  will. 

The  river  must  be  kept  open  at  all  hazards. 

You  are  aware  of  the  situation  of  affairs  at  this  place  and  above 
have  It  S°°n  aS  y°Ur  forCe’  °r  a  Portion  of  it?  can  be  spared  let  me 

When  your  services  are  no  longer  needed  below  here  you  will  re¬ 
turn  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Meet  C1  aptain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Boy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  directing  attention  to 
Paducah  as  the  probable  point  of  attack. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Columbus ,  April  13 , 186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  made  enquiry  on  shore.  The  colonel  commanding  is 
now  on  board.  We  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  this  boat  and 'the 
Hastings  should  remain  here,  as  the  colonel  feels  himself  perfectly 
able  to  hold  the  place  in  case  of  an  attack.  From  everv  indication 
I  believe  yet  that  Paducah  is  to  be  the  point  of  attack,  or  some  inter¬ 
mediate  point.  I  do  not  therefore  think  it  advisable  to  call  all  the 
force  down  from  Paducah.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  you  let 
Shirk  know  the  state  of  affairs,  and  that  you  keep  some  gunboats 
at  Cairo  in  readiness  to  proceed  immediately  to  this  point  in  case  of 
necessity.  I  will  leave  the  Fairy  here,  but  I  think  it  very  necessary 
that  I  should  go  on  down  to  Hickman,  or  even  to  Fort  Pillow,  with 
this  boat  and  the  Hastings.  In  case  Pillow  has  been  taken  I  can 
prevent  the  enemy  from  planting  batteries  on  the  river  till  sufficient 
reinforcements  can  be  sent  to  reoccupy  the  place. 

Do  not  send  the  F airplay  or  any  of  my  boats  below  Cairo  unless  it 
should  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  Columbus,  or  unless  I  re¬ 
quire  it,  and  not  then  unless  they  can  be  easily  spared. 

Tell  Shirk  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  Paducah  and  the  Cumber¬ 
land,  for  the  boats  to  keep  a  vigilant  patrol.  The  impression  is  that 
Pillow  has  gone  up,  but  even  if  it  has  it  will  be  our  object  to  keep 
the  enemy  from  planting  heavy  batteries  on  the  banks  to  close  the 
river. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  one  dispatch  boat  be  here,  one  at  Cairo 
for  you.  and  that  Shirk  keep  the  Robb  for  a  dispatch  boat  for  him¬ 
self.  Glassf  ord  must  be  ready  to  move ;  never  mind  the  upper  works. 
Keep  him  near  you,  so  that  you  can  send  his  boat  where  necessity 
requires. 

In  haste, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  8th  Hist.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

C  air  O'  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy,  recapitulating  the  events 

in  Seventh  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah ,  Ky..  April  19 ,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  recapitulating 
the  events  that  have  transpired  in  the  Seventh  District  Mississippi 
Squadron  since  the  28th  of  March,  upon  which  date  I  wrote  you  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  Paducah. 

The  rebels  have  troubled  us  at  Paducah  a  great  deal.  Colonel 
Hicks,  the  commandant  of  the  post,  has  no  cavalry  to  scout  the  coun¬ 
try  with,  and  the  consequence  is  we  have  no  reliable  information  of 
the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  The  town  is  filled  with  absurd  ru- 
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mors  of  vast  numbers  of  rebels,  with  any  quantity  of  artillery,  march¬ 
ing  upon  the  place.  We  have  no  warning  of  their  approach  until 
the  pickets  are  driven  in,  and  then  ensue  scenes  of  running  and  get¬ 
ting  away  from  the  town  that  my  pen  can  not  do  justice  to.  It  would 
be  ridiculous,  if  it  was  not  painful  to  witness.  Every  citizen  who 
comes  in  from  the  country  tells  a  tale  of  the  rebels  being  in  large 
force  only  a  few  miles  from  here,  and  then  we  have  another  big  scare. 
These  are  everyday  occurrences. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  are  constantly  prowling  around  in  our 
neighborhood,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  they  intend  anything  more 
than  stealing  and  conscripting. 

On  Sunday,  the  10th  instant,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas 
E.  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  Peosta ,  discovered  on  board 
a  trading  boat  lying  at  Brooklyn,  in  Illinois,  about  3  miles  below  Pa¬ 
ducah,  five  newly-made  rebel  uniforms.  He  totally  destroyed  the 
boat  and  its  contents,  save  the  uniforms,  but  unfortunately  did  not 
succeed  in  capturing  the  owner  of  the  property.  We  may  get  him 
after  all;  and  if  we  do,  I  will  see  that  he  has  justice  done  him  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  secession  sympa¬ 
thizers  in  Illinois  have  been  and  are  in  collusion  with  their  friends 
under  Forrest- 

On  Monday,  the  11th  instant,  I  was  informed  that  there  was  to  be 
a  demonstration  made  by  the  rebels  upon  this  place  and  that  it  was 
certain.  If  this  was  true,  I  knew  that  the  attack  would  be  made  in 
larger  force  than  that  of  March  25th.  I  wrote  to  Captain  Pennock 
that  I  would  save  the  fort  if  possible,  but  that  I  thought  Colonel 
Hicks  ought  to  have  more  men.  The  result  was  that  General  Bray- 
man  sent  up  two  old  regiments  to  reinforce  the  fort,  and  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Fitch  very  generously  came  on  with  five  gunboats  of 
the  Eighth  District,  viz,  Moose ,  Brilliant ,  F airplay,  Victory ,  and 
Silver  Lake.  We  were  ready  and  anxious  for  the  enemy  at  daylight 
of  the  12th,  but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance.  Captain  Fitch  left 
at  night  for  Cairo.  Between  Mound  City  and  Paducah  we  have  es¬ 
tablished  and  kept  up  the  following  patrol,  viz:  From  Paducah  to 
Metropolis,  the  Victory;  from  Metropolis  to  Head  of  Chain,  the  Sil¬ 
ver  Lake;  from  Head  of  Chain  to  Caledonia,  the  Brilliant;  from 
Caledonia  to  Mound  City,  the  Elfin.  The  Paw  Paw ,  Tawah ,  Key 
W est ,  and  Robb  have  been  employed  in  convoying  army  transports 
up  the  Tennessee  and  in  patrolling  that  river.  The  Peosta  and  Fair- 
play  are  guarding  Paducah. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  rebels  made  their  appearance;  this  I  re¬ 
ported  to  you  in  my  letter  of  that  date.  I  was  not  aware  at  that  time 
of  what  I  afterwards  learned  to  be  the  case,  that  while  the  flag  of 
truce  was  at  the  fort  squads  of  the  rebels  entered  the  town  and  stole 
all  the  Government  horses  and  some  that  belonged  to  private  per¬ 
sons,  thus  violating  the  flag  which  we  consider  a  sacred  symbol. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant  a  party  of  about  100  rebels  fired 
from  the  Kentucky  shore  upon  the  gunboat  Victory.  This  was  a 
mile  or  so  above  Metropolis.  They  did  no  damage,  but  were  severely 
punished  by  the  Victory. 

Last  night,  the  18th,  the  rebels  fired  upon  our  videttes,  about  2 
miles  from  the  fort.  The  troops  were  got  under  arms  and  kept  so 
until  daylight,  but  nothing  further  came  of  it. 
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This  morning-  I  sent  the  Brilliant ,  Robb,  and  Key  West  up  the 
Tennessee  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Seventh  District. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  threatened  at¬ 
tacks  upon  Paducah  and  Columbus,  Ky. 

U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah ,  April  1J+,  186J+. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  rebel  Buford  drove  in  our 
pickets  at  this  place  about  noon  to-day  and  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce, 
saying  that  he  would  give  one  hour  to  remove  the  women  and  children. 
The  gunboats  Peosta ,  Key  West,  F airplay,  and  Victory  took  their 
positions  in  the  river  below  and  above  the  fort,  ready  to  protect  it. 

The  hour  having  passed,  the  enemy  did  not  make  the  threatened 
attack.  The  gunboats  shelled  the  upper  part  of  Paducah  and  Jersey, 
where  they  were  said  to  be,  and  drove  them  out.  The  rebels  are  now 
encamped  at  the  fair  grounds,  outside  of  the  city  and  out  of  range 
of  our  guns. 

I  do  not  believe  that  they  will  venture  an  attack  while  we  have  the 
present  force  at  this  place. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  a  great  shame  that  these  marauders 
should  be  allowed  to  roam  at  will  in  this  little  corner  of  western 
Kentucky.  They  (the  same  party)  made  a  demand  for  the  surrender 
of  Columbus  yesterday,  and  drove  the  women  and  children  out  of 
that  place  to  Cairo;  to-day  they  did  the  same  thing  at  Paducah. 

Everything  has  been  so'  unsettled  in  my  district  this  past  ten  days 
that  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  or  time  to  make  such  a  report  of 
my  proceedings  as  I  ought  to  have  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  Comdg.  7th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  April  13,  1861+. 

Demonstrations  are  made  on  Columbus,  but  may  mean  Paducah. 
Keep  your  forces  ready.  Captain  Shirk  will  stay  with  you.  Let  no 
boats  come  down. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-  General,  C ommanding. 

Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks, 

Paducah, 
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[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  April  13 , 1864- 

Give  me  all  the  information  you  have  relative  to  the  attack  on 
Columbus. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

M  ajor -General. 

General  Brayman. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  April  13,  1864 — 8:30  p.  m. 

The  surrender  of  Columbus  was  demanded  and  refused  at  6  this 
morning.  Women  and  children  brought  away.  Heavy  artillery 
firing  this  forenoon.  I  have  sent  reinforcements.  Paducah  also 
threatened.  No  danger  of  either,  but  I  think  that  Fort  Pillow,  in 
the  Memphis  district,  is  captured.  General  Shepley  passed  yesterday 
and  saw  the  flag  go  down  and  thinks  it  a  surrender.  I  have  enough 
troops  now  from  below  and  will  go  down  if  necessary  to  that  point. 
Captain  Pennock  will  send  gunboats.  If  lost,  it  will  be  retaken 
immediately. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Nashville. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  April  13, 1S64- 

Captain  Pennock  will  telegraph  you  about  the  shell.  Your  ammu¬ 
nition  went  up.  I  fear  it  was  carried  by.  All  safe  at  Columbus. 
Fort  Pillow  said  to  have  been  taken. 

M.  Brayman, 

B  rig adier- General,  C ommanding . 

Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks, 

Paducah. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  April  14,  1864- 

Fort  Pillow  was  taken  by  storm  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  12th,  with  six 
guns.  The  negroes,  about  300,  murdered  after  surrendering  with 
their  officers.  Of  the  200  white  men  57  have  just  arrived  and  sent  to 
Mound  City.  About  100  are  prisoners  and  the  rest  killed.  The 
whole  affair  was  a  scene  of  murder.  The  gunboats  not  returned. 
Forrest  reported  wounded  and  gone  to  Brownsville  with  prisoners, 
taking  all  the  artillery.  Nothing  from  below  Pillow.  Scouts  bring 
rumor  that  Morgan  is  approaching  Nashville. 

M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Ferguson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud, 
making  statement  regarding  treatment  of  Federal  troops  at  the  capture  of 
Fort  Pillow. 


U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud, 

Off  Memphis ,  Tenn .,  April  l.!h  186 1. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  would  forward  to  you 
a  written  statement  of  what  I  witnessed  and  learned  concerning;  the 
treatment  of  our  troops  by  the  rebels  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow 
by  their  forces  under  General  F orrest,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

Our  garrison  at  F ort  Pillow,  consisting  of  some  350  colored  troops 
and  200  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  refusing  to  surrender, 
the  place  was  carried  by  assault  about  3  p.  m.  of  12th  instant. 

I  arrived  off  the  fort  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant. 
Parties  of  rebel  cavalry  were  picketing  on  the  hills  around  the  fort, 
and  shelling  those  away  I  made  a  landing  and  took  on  board  some  20 
of  our  troops  (some  of  them  badly  wounded),  who  had  concealed 
themselves  along  the  bank  and  came  out  when  they  saw  my  vessel. 
While  doing  so,  I  was  iired  upon  by  rebel  sharpshooters  posted  on 
the  hills  and  one  wounded  man  limping  down  to  the  vessel  was  shot,. 

About  8  a.  m.  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  proposal 
from  General  Forrest  that  he  would  put  me  in  possession  of  the  fort 
and  the  country  around  until  5  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  burying  our 
dead  and  removing  our  wounded,  whom  he  had  no  means  of  attend¬ 
ing  to.  I  agreed  to  the  terms  proposed,  and  hailing  the  steamer 
Platte  Valley ,  which  vessel  I  had  convoyed  up  from  Memphis,  I 
brought  her  alongside  and  had  the  wounded  brought  down  from  the 
fort  and  battlefield  and  placed  on  board  of  her.  Details  of  rebel 
soldiers  assisted  us  in  this  duty  and  some  soldiers  and  citizens  on 
board  the  Platte  Valley  volunteered  for  the  same  purpose. 

We  found  about  TO  wounded  men  in  the  fort  and  around  it,  and 
buried,  I  should  think,  150  bodies.  All  the  buildings  around  the  fort 
and  the  tents  and  the  huts  in  the  fort  had  been  burned  by  the  rebels, 
and  among  the  embers  the  charred  remains  of  numbers  of  our  soldiers, 
who  had  suffered  a  terrible  death  in  the  flames,  could  be  seen. 

All  the  wounded  who  had  strength  enough  to  speak  agreed  that 
after  the  fort  was  taken  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  our  troops 
was  carried  on  by  the  enemy  with  a  furious  and  vindictive  savageness 
which  was  never  equaled  by  the  most  merciless  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
Around  on  every  side  horrible  testimony  to  the  truth  of  this  state¬ 
ment  could  be  seen.  Bodies  with  gaping  wounds,  some  bayoneted 
through  the  eyes,  some  with  skulls  beaten  through,  others  with  hideous 
wounds  as  if  their  bowels  had  been  ripped  open  with  bowie  knives, 
plainly  told  that  but  little  quarter  was  shown  to  our  troops.  Strewn 
from  the  fort  to  the  river  bank,  in  the  ravines  and  hollows,  behind 
loo’s  and  under  the  brush  where  they  had  crept  for  protection  from 
the  assassins  who  pursued  them,  we  found  bodies  bayoneted,  beaten, 
and  shot  to  death,  showing  how  cold-blooded  and  persistent  was  the 
slaughter  of  our  unfortunate  troops 

Of  course,  when  a  work  is  carried  by  assault  there  will  always  be 
more  or  less  bloodshed,  even  when  all  resistance  has  ceased ;  but  here 
there  were  unmistakable  evidences  of  a  massacre  carried  on  long  after 
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any  resistance  could  have  been  offered,  with  a  cold-blooded  barbarity 
and  perseverance  which  nothing  can  palliate. 

.  As  near  as  I  can  learn,  there  were  about  500  men  in  the  fort  when 
it  was  stormed.  I  received  about  100  men,  including  the  wounded 
and  those  I  took  on  board  before  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in.  The 
rebels  I  learned  had  few  prisoners,  so  that  at  least  300  of  our  troops 
must  have  been  killed  in  this  affair. 

1  ?iav,e  honor  t0  forward  a  list  of  the  wounded  officers  and  men 
received  from  the  enemy  under  flag  of  truce. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 


.  ,,  W.  Ferguson, 

Acting  Master ,  L .  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud. 


Major-General  Hurlbut. 


letter  from  Major-General  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Pat- 
tison  IT  S.  Navy,  desiring  a  gunboat  reconnoissance  to  learn  the  facts  regard¬ 
ing  Fort  Pillow.  6 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis ,  Term.,  April  1J+,  186 4.. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  important  that  the  actual  state  of  affairs  at  Fort 
Fillow  should  be  ascertained.  The  best  means  of  doing  this  is  bv 
reconnoissance  made  by  the  gunboats. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  will  not  remain  long,  and  will 
be  much  obliged  if  you  will  direct  such  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  gunboats  as  will  ascertain  the  fact  of  occupation  or  abandonment, 
very  truly.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

T .  Major-General. 

.Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Brayman,  II.  s.  Army,  forwarding  statement  of 

Kentucky^'  ~ ts  C°^rate 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

0  A  .  Cairo,  III,  April  20,  '1864. 

Sir  :  Captain  Shirk,  of  the  gunboat  Peosta,  a  cool  and  intelligent 
officer,  whose  judgment  is  valuable,  and  whose  trips  up  the  Tennessee 
give  him  means  of  obtaining  information,  writes  me  as  follows: 

Tj.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah,  Ky.,  A  nril  J9  IRC], 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


233 


Colonel  Hicks  tells  me  that  he  has  information  that  there  is  an  infantry  force 
of  rebels  now  at  Paris,  Tenn.  These  two  reports  would  seem  to  corroborate 
each  other. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieut.  Gomdr.,  U.  S.  Navy,  Gomdg.  7th  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Very  respectfully, 


M.  Brayman, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

C ommanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


P.  S. — I  am  securing  affidavits  in  relation  to  the  Fort  Pillow 
affair,  and  find  the  facts  as  stated  in  press  substantiated. 


Report  of  Major  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  disposition  of  killed  and 
wounded  under  flag  of  truce  at  Fort  Pillow. 

Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalry, 

Jackson ,  Tenn.,  April  17, 186 1±. 

Major:  Having  been  ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  on 
the  morning  succeeding  the  battle  of  Fort  Pillow  (13th  instant)  to 
return  to  the  fort  and  make  some  disposition  of  the  wounded  Feder- 
als,  and  to  see  that  the  dead  were  buried,  etc.,  I  took  with  me  3  men 
of  the  escort,  and  when  within  2  miles  of  the  fort  I  met  with  General 
Chalmers  and  asked  his  permission  to  take  with  me  Captain  \  oung, 
a  captured  Federal  officer,  whose  presence  I  thought  would  assist 
me  in  obtaining  the  delivery  of  a  message  to  the  officers  command¬ 
ing  the  gunboats,  who  were  then  engaged  in  shelling  the  hills  around 
the  fort. 

On  nearing  the  river  I  raised  the  white  flag  and  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  firing  ceased  and  the  officer 
on  deck  asked  what  was  wanted.  He  was  requested  to  send  his  small 
boat  ashore,  which  he  did.  Ascertaining  the  name  of  the  officer  m 
command,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  vessel,  I  sent  him  the  communica¬ 
tion  marked  “  A,”  *  hereto  appended,  and  in  a  short  time  received  the 
reply  marked  “  B.”  *  After  its  delivery  to  me  the  vessel  hauled  down 
the  United  States  colors,  ran  up  a  white  flag,  and  landed.  Details 
were  immediately  sent  out  to  bring  in  the  wounded,  a  list  of  them 
being  taken  as  they  were  passed  aboard  the  vessel,  a  copy  of  which, 
with  the  acknowledgment  of  the  agreement  and  receipt  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  gunboat,  is  appended,  marked  “  C.” 

About  10  a.  m.  several  transports  and  gunboats,  both  upward  and 
downward  bound,  approached,  and  leave  was  asked  to  land  one  of 
the  transports  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  wounded  on  her,  which 
would  save  the  necessity  of  their  being  again  transferred.  A  mes¬ 
sage  from  another  was  also  received,  asking  permission  to  land,  as 
she  had  on  board  the  families  of  some  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
fort  and  desired  to  know  their  fate.  Believing  it  proper  and  right 
in  both  cases  that  the  request  should  be  granted,  I  drew  up  an  article, 


*  See  pp.  223,  224. 
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which  was  signed  by  Acting  Master  Ferguson  and  myself,  in  which 
it  was  stipulated  that  the  flag  of  truce  should  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect  until  5  p.  m. ;  that  all  Confederate  troops  should  be  with¬ 
drawn  to  the  outerworks  in  order  to  give  those  interested  in  the 
burial  of  the  dead  and  removal  of  the  wounded  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so  without  a  chance  of  molestation.  This  agreement  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  and  approved  of  by  General  Chalmers,  after  which  the 
vessels  were  permitted  to  land,  and  all  who  desired  to  do  so  visited 
the  fort,  and  extra  details  were  sent  out  for  the  wounded.  A  detail 
sent  down  by  Brigadier-General  Chalmers  to  bury  the  remaining 
dead  were  near  the  fort  when  I  reached  there.  The  oflicer  reported 
that  he  was  unable  to  perform  the  duty,  owing  to  the  constant  fire  of 
the  gunboat,  which  prevented  them  from  approaching  the  river.  The 
work  was  completed  by  4  o’clock,  when  I  withdrew  my  flag  to  the  top 
of  the  bluff  and  proceeded  to  burn  all  unconsumed  houses  and  tents 
around  the  fort.  The  Silver  Cloud  rounded  out,  and,  when  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  fort,  lowered  the  white  flag,  ran  up 
United  States  colors,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Anderson, 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Major  J.  P.  Strange, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalrv, 

Fort  Pillow ,  April  13 ,  186  A 

Referring  to  the  copy  of  communication  attached,  the  following- 
named  officers  and  privates  *  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  received 
under  the  proposition  made,  and  their  parole  is  hereby  acknowl¬ 
edged. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Major-General  For¬ 
rest  2  first  and  1  second  lieutenants,  43  white  privates,  and  14  ne¬ 
groes. 

W.  Ferguson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army, 
desiring  his  cooperation  in  securing  facts  to  refute  the  statements  of  the’ 
Northern  press  regarding  the  so-called  massacre  at  Fort  Pillow. 

Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalrv, 

Tupelo ,  Mm.,  May  16,  186 A 

General:  So  much  has  been  said  by. the  Northern  press  in  regard 
to  the  engagement  at  Fort  Pillow  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Brent  and  others,  I  have  sent  Judge  Scruggs  down  for  the  purpose 
of  conversing  with  and  procuring  the  statements  of  Captain  Young 
and  other  Federal  officers  in  regard  to  the  matter.  They  are  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  so-called  massacre,  and  Captain  Young,  who  received 


*  List  not  published. 
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and  delivered  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  demand  for  sur¬ 
render,  was  also  with  my  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Anderson,  with  flags 
of  truce  on  the  day  succeeding  the  capture  in  delivering  the  wounded 
on  board  the  U.  S.  vessels.  I  respectfully  suggest,  therefore,  that 
you  furnish  Judge  Scruggs  with  such  papers  as  will  enable  him  to 
make  the  examination  desired,  as  it  may  prove  important;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  investigating  committee  appointed  by  the  Federal 
President  have  reported,  a  communication  to  Confederate  authority 
may  be  made  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  due  to  my  command  to  place 
at  the  command  of  the  War  Department  all  the  facts  in  the  prem¬ 
ises. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  you  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  Forrest, 

M  a'jor-  General. 

Major-General  S.  D.  Lee, 

Demopolis ,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Captain  Young,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  treatment  of  Federal  killed  and  wounded. 

Cahaba,  Ala.,  May  19,  186 J. 

General:  Your  request,  made  through  Judge  P.  T.  Scruggs,  that 
I  should  make  a  statement  as  to  the  treatment  of  Federal  dead  and 
wounded  at  Fort  Pillow  has  been  made  known  to  me.  Details  from 
Federal  prisoners  were  made  to  collect  the  dead  and  wounded.  The 
dead  were  buried  by  their  surviving  comrades.  I  saw  no  ill-treat¬ 
ment  of  the  wounded  on  the  evening  of  the  battle  or  next  morning. 
My  friend,  Lieutenant  Learning,  adjutant  Thirteenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  was  left  under  the  sutler’s  store  (near  the  fort) ;  also  a 
lieutenant  of  Sixth  IJ.  S.  Artillery;  both  were  alive  next  morning 
and  sent  on  board  U.  S.  transport  among  many  other  wounded. 
Among  the  wounded  were  some  colored  troops.  I  do  not  know  how 

many.  .  . 

I  have  examined  a  report  said  to  have  been  made  by  Captain 
Anderson,  aid-de-camp,  to  Major-General  Forrest,  appendix  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Forrest’s  report,  in  regard  to  making  disposition  of  Federal 
wounded  left  on  the  field  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  think  it  is  correct.  I 
accompanied  Captain  Anderson  on  the  day  succeeding  the  battle  to 
Fort  Pillow  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Young, 

Captain ,  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  Volunteers. 

Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Rosecrans ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  TJ.  /S'.  Navy,  suggesting  that  a  good  detective  officer  be 
stationed  at  Memphis  to  aid  in  restriction  of  contraband  trade. 

Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Apml  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  Personal  experience  in  this  department  has  fully  satisfied  me 
of  the  very  great  importance  of  having  an  able  and  thoroughly  reli- 
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able  detective  officer  at  Memphis.  With  such  an  officer  there,  having 
a  clear  and  full  understanding  with  the  provost-marshal-general  of 
this  department,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  contraband  trade  and  travel 
on  the  river  between  here  and  Memphis  could  be  broken  up  and  a 
great  public  good  accomplished.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  authorizing  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Devoe,  who  is  now  here,  to 
take  up  his  quarters  for  a  while  at  Memphis  and  take  charge  there  of 
the  duties  indicated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major-General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  April  13 ,  186!,. 

Many  circumstances  convince  me  it  would  be  of  high  importance  to 
put  Devoe  at  Memphis  to  operate  in  concert  with  our  provost-marshal- 
general  here. 

We  have  the  coal  gang  in  hand,  but  there  is  higher  game. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

M  a  jo  r- General. 

Commodore  D.  D.  Porter, 

Care  Captain  Pennoch. 


Report  of  Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  completion  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Winnebago. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  15, 1861,.. 

Sir:  The  gunboat  Winnebago,  having  been  tried  and  examined  and 
found  to  be  finished  in  a  thorough  and  satisfactory  manner,  will  leave 
here  to-morrow,  with  Chief  Engineer  King  on  board,  for  delivery  at 
Cairo,  for  service  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  King  I  have  ordered  Acting  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Simon  Shultice  to  go  down  in  the  Winnebago  on  account  of 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  machinery  of  the  patent  turret. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Commodore,  Superintending. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  refer¬ 
ence  to  capture  of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  and  expedition  in  Ouachita 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  April  15,  1861,. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  communication  of  Captain  Pattison,*  addressed 
to  you,  was  handed  me  by  Captain  Birch,  of  the  General  Lyon. 


*  See  page  221. 
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From  the  verbal  reports  of  affairs  at  Fort  Pillow  I  felt  justified  in 
reading  the  dispatch,  and  hope  it  will  meet  your  approval. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  Memphis  with  the  Choctaw ,  La¬ 
fayette ?  and  Avenger ,  leaving  Captain  Wilson  in  command  here  with 
the  Ouachita ,  General  Bragg ,  Kenwood ,  and  Little  Rebel.  The 
Signal  can  be  called  on  if  necessary,  being  now  at  Bayou  Sara. 

I  shall  not  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  expedition  up  the  Ouachita 
[River]  until  I  have  more  time.  We  brought  with  us  between 
twenty-five  hundred  and  three  thousand  bales  cotton  and  nearly  eight 
hundred  contrabands;  burned  the  court-house,  railroad  depot,  and 
bridge  at  Monroe,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as  Ouachita  City. 
We  met  with  no  losses  of  any  kind,  and,  from  the  short  time  we 
remained,  accomplished  fully  as  much  as  we  anticipated  at  starting. 

We  have  also  a  few  prisoners  and  a  considerable  number  of  refu¬ 
gees,  of  all  of  which  I  will  give  a  correct  account. 

The  General  Lyon  is  now  here,  and  I  will  order  her  to  remain  until 
I  find  that  it  is  safe  for  her  to  proceed  to  Cairo. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  U.  S.  N.,  Comdg.  2d  Diet.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to 
the  small  force  present  at  Memphis  for  protection  of  that  place. 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Memphis ,  Tenn .,  April  16 ,  1864- 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  report  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Silver  Cloud  arrived 
here  for  slight  repairs  upon  her  furnaces,  which  were  completed  in 
the  course  of  two  days.  The  Ike  Hammitt ,  with  a  barge  load  of 
cotton  from  Red  River,  also  with  a  barge  from  the  General  Lyon , 
loaded  with  cotton  and  several  pieces  of  ordnance,  was  sent  up  the 
river,  convoyed  by  the  Silver  Cloud  above  Fort  Pillow,  and  turned 
over  to  gunboats  above  that  point  for  convoy  to  Cairo. 

General  Hurlbut  informs  me  that  he  has  only  about  4,000  men 
for  the  protection  of  this  place,  and  the  enemy  have,  as  near  as  can 
be  ascertained,  between  ten  and  fifteen  thousand  men  within  striking 
distance  of  the  city.  One  portion  of  this  force  is  south  and  another 

north  and  east  of  Memphis.  .  T  , 

Georo-e  Woods,  the  pilot  of  the  Queen  of  the  West ,  whom  1  wrote 
to  you^about,  has  just  been  arrested,  and  is  held  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  subject  to  your  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  B.  Benton ,  re- 
garding  ordering  of  vessels  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pillow ,  Term.,  and 
to  Red  River. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 

Red  River ,  April  17,  186 A 

Captain  :  I  have  just  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Fort  Pillow  (captured  by  the  rebels),  taking  with 
me  the  Benton,  Choctaw ,  Lafayette ,  and  Avenger.  He  directs  me  to 
press  into  service  any  steamers  to  assist.  I  learn  that  the  Lafayette 
and  Choctaw  have  already  pushed  on.  As  you  are  slow,  like  us,  press 
a  steamer  to  tow  you  up  as  I  shall  do  as  soon  as  I  reach  the  mouth 
of  the  river. 

Send  down  all  the  tinclads  you  can  spare  from  your  district,  with 
orders  to  report  to  Captain  Br’eese  at  the  mouth  of’ Black  Eiver  with¬ 
out  delay.  The  admiral  wants  them  for  service  with  him  up  Bed 
Eiver,  protecting  the  army. 

Send  the  Torrence  also  with  all  speed  to  report  at  mouth  of  Bed 
Eiver.  Captain  Eichardson,  who  will  deliver  this,  will  give  ,7011 
the  news.  If  I  happen  to  get  a  powerful  steamer  to  tow  us,  I  may 
chance  to  overhaul  you  before  you  get  up  to  Fort  Pillow. 

Yours,  in  great  haste, 


Bobert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ .  tS.  Ironclad  Benton. 


P.  S.  As  you  may  not  feel  well  enough  to  write,  I  have  given 
Captain  Eichardson  orders  for  the  Torrence. 


B,  T. 


Instructions  from  Rear  Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navi/,  to  Commander 
Townsend,  TJ.B.  Navy,  for  protection  of  Fort  Pillow  and  patrol 
of  the  Mississippi  River. 

V.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  April  17,  [186 J]. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  On  leaving  Alexandria  yesterday  the  admiral  talked 
very  freely  with  me  about  matters  below  here  and  told  me  to  write 
you  what  he  said  if  I  did  not  see  you.  He  wishes  you  to  go  to  Fort 
1  low  and  to  remain  in  that  neighborhood  at  your  discretion,  and 
also  wished  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  contemplated  repairing  your 
vessel  at  Memphis  and  that  he  should  write  you,  giving  full  directions 
as  soon  as  he  could  find  time.  The  admiral  wishes  me  to  impress  upon 
you  the  necessity  of  looking  out  for  the  strong  places  on  the  river 
and  that  if  you  did  not  deem  the  presence  of  the  Choctaw,  Lafayette 
and  Benton  essential  to  send  them  to  their  stations. 

From  reports  above  I  judge  there  is  no  great  necessity  of  those 
vessels,  and  that  you  can,  with  the  tinclads,  keep  the  river’  free  from 
obstruction.  I  would  therefore  urge  the  return  of  the  Benton  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Natchez  and  the  Lafayette  to  Bayou  Sara:  the 
Choctaw  also  to  return  to  this  place  as  soon  as  you  can  dispense  with 
her  services.  r 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


239 


The  Signal ,  just  up  from  below,  reports  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels  to  molest  transports  on  the  Mississippi  bound  for  Alex¬ 
andria  ;  they  have  three  pieces  of  artillery.  1  have  ordered  the 
Ouachita  to  patrol  in  this  neighborhood,  which  order  was  confirmed 
by  one  just  received  from  the  admiral  to  that  effect.  My  orders  are 
to  remain  at  Black  River  in  Red  and  that  the  Avenger  and  Vindi¬ 
cator  are  to  report  to  me  at  that  place.  As  so  many  of  the  tinclads 
are  withdrawn  from  the  Mississippi,  your  good  judgment  will  see 
the  necessity  of  keeping  the  prominent  places  safe  by  the  presence 
of  an  ironclad,  and  which,  with  the  assistance  of  a  vessel  or  two  to 
patrol  the  intermediate  spaces,  will  keep  open  all  communications. 
It  would  be  disastrous  to  Banks’  already  demoralized  army  to  have 
them  even  think  that  their  supplies  were  cut  off.  Another  point  I 
would  mention  also.  It  is  generally  believed  that  Banks  seeks  but 
an  excuse  to  withdraw  his  army  and  leave  the  gunboats  deposited 
along  the  river  from  Grand  Ecore  to  Alexandria  to  their  fate.  The 
admiral  is  using  all  his  exertions  to  get  them  to  the  falls  at  least,  and 
as  many  this  side  of  it  as  possible,  and  Banks  is  somewhat  afraid 
that  the  admiral  may  abandon  him.  All  this  I  write  you  that  you 
may  see  things  as  the  admiral  told  me  very,  nearly,  and  your  own 
good  judgment  will  do  the  rest.  As  Captain  Phelps  can  not  look 
out  for  his  district,  I  think  you  should  have  no  hesitation  in  dispos¬ 
ing  of  his  vessels  as  you  deem  best.  The  Covington  has  been  or¬ 
dered  to  report  to  the  admiral,  the  Price  to  me;  the  latter  to  patrol 
between  here  and  Natchez,  and  on  her  arrival  the  C ham p ion  will  go 
up  Red  [River].  The  carpenters’  shops  have  been  ordered  to  Natchez, 
and  there  should  be  responsible  officers  there  to  conduct  matters.  I 
have  written  to  Greer  to  await  your  arrival  and  consult  with  you 
about  the  matter,  and  in  the  case  of  your  being  ahead  to  use  his  dis¬ 
cretion  about  returning  to  Natchez.  Will  you  say  to  Mr.  Stewart, 
on  the  Lancaster ,  that  I  am  instructed  by  the  admiral  to  convoy 
vessels  up  Black  River  after  cotton  and  that  I  will  (as  soon  as  I  get 
the  gunboats)  send  him  up  when  he  arrives.  The  above  you  will 
understand  are  the  views  as  expressed  by  the  admiral. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Commander  Towtnsend, 

Commanding  Essex ,  etc. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Wilson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ouachita , 
for  cooperation  with  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  at  Fort 
Pillow  or  elsewhere  as  necessary . 

*  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Near  Fort  Be  Russy ,  Red  [River],  La.,  April  18, 186 f. 
Sir  :  Proceed  without  delay  to  Memphis,  communicate  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Pattison  relative  to  the  troubles  at  Fort  Pillow, 
and  be  guided  in  your  actions  afterward  by  such  information  as  he 
may  give  you. 

When  you  fall  in  with  the  Essex,  say  to  Captain  Townsend  that 
the  admiral’s  instructions  are  for  him  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pillow 
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with  the  Choctaw ,  Lafayette ,  and  Benton ,  also  the  Ouachita;  that  in 
the  event  of  all  fears  ceasing  as  to  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  that  the  Benton  is  to  return  to  Natchez  and  the  Choctaw  and 
Lafayette  to  their  stations. 

That  the  admiral  has  in  contemplation  the  repair  of  the  Essex 
at  Memphis,  and  in  the  meantime  that  she  may  remain  at  or  near  that 
place,  as  Captain  Townsend  may  deem  most  expedient. 

That  Captain  Townsend  may  keep  any  or  all  of  the  above-named 
vessels,  should  he  deem  it  necessary,  with  him,  but  that  the  admiral 
would  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of  having  points  on  the 
lower  Mississippi  well  guarded  and  the  ironclads  available. 

Also  that  the  admiral  instructed  me  to  issue  instructions  as  above 
and  to  sign  them  as  by  his  order. 

You  will  also  say  that  the  admiral  has  directed  that  the  Avenger 
and  Vindicator  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander ,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  Ouachita. 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C  om- 
mander  Pattison ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  convoy  of  steamer  Ike 
Hammitt  by  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Era. 


Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  April  18,  186 f. 

Sir:  The  New  Era  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon.  Her  com¬ 
manding  officer  informs  me  that  he  received  a  verbal  order  from 
you  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Silver  Cloud  to  convoy  the  Ike 
Hammitt  to  the  next  gunboat  above  Fort  Pillow.  In  consequence 
of  there  not  being  a  gunboat  above  Fort  Pillow,  except  the  one  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Columbus,  the  New  Era  continued  on  until  she  reached  this 
place. 

Unfortunately  the  Ike  Hammitt  ran  into  her,  disabling  part  of  her 
battery,  and  she  was  obliged  to  come  to  this  place  for  repairs.  I 
regret  that  the  New  Era  was  ordered  from  the  station  designated  by 
the  admiral,  as  thereby  my  combinations  have  been  disarranged. 

Very  respectfully, 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Wilson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ouachita, 
defining  the  district  of  the  latter. 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  19, 186; \. 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  district  lying  between  this  place 
and  Baton  Rouge,  going  to  such  places  as  may,  in  your  opinion,  be 
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most  useful  in  keeping  the  river  free  from  roving  bands  of  guer¬ 
rillas,  etc. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C ommander,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  Ouachita. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  King , 
U.  S.'Navy ,  for  the  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel. 

April  19,  1864. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Red  Rover ,  and 
you  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel 
for  duty  and  command  of  that  vessel. 

By  order  of  David  D.  Porter,  rear-admiral : 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Ensign  Charles  King, 

U.  S.  S.  Red  Rover. 


[Telegram.] 

Haynes’  Bluff,.  April  19 , 1861, \. 
(Received  10  a.  m.,  23d,  via  Vicksburg.) 

You  will  remain  at  Snyder’s  Bluff  until  further  orders  and  render 
any  assistance  in  your  power  to  P.  B.  Fouke  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  duties  upon  which  he  is  engaged. 

You  will  be  particular  not  to  let  this  order  conflict  with  any  you 
mav  have  received  from  the  admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  U.  S.  N..  Comdg.  2  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chambers, 

U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird. 


General  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  after 
arrival  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River . 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

At  Mrs.  Addin’s ,  Mississippi  River ,  April  19 ,  186 J^. 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  to-day  safely,  thanks  to  a  splendid  pilot  I 
picked  up  at  Alexandria.  His  name  is  Hughes,  in  the  quartermaster’s 
employ  and  is  a  first-rate  man.  I  found  the  Ouachita  aground  at 
Fort  De  Russy ;  pulled  her  off  and  brought  her  down  with  me.  I  an¬ 
ticipated  your  instructions  brought  me  by  the  T histle  with  regard  to 
the Ouachita,  and  she  is  now  cruising  as  directed.  All  the  ironclads 
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have  gone  up  the  river.  This  goes  by  the  Signal.  The  Kenwood  and 
Forest  Rose  follow  immediately  after.  I  should  like  the  Forest  Rose 
sent  to  me  at  Black  Biver,  if  you  don’t  want  her.  The  next  tinclacl 
I  get  -will  go  to  Fort  De  Hussy.  The  New  National  I  found  just  above 
Black  River.  I  brought  her  down.  She  is  full  of  stores,  and  all  the 
vessels  that  go  up  will  take  all  they  can ;  all  are  full  here.  Red  Rover 
and  Judge  Torrence  are  here.  I  send  by  Kenwood  all  the  32-pounder 
ammunition  I  can  raise.  There  is  plenty  on  the  Great  Western ,  but 
I  don’t  want  to  send  you  ammunition  until  I  hear  something  more 
definite.  The  Mississippi  is  rising  rapidly ;  the  backwater  extends 
above  Black  River,  and  at  F ort  De  Russy  the  water  is  about  the  same 
as  when  we  were  there  first — 7  feet  on  Snaggy  Point  Bar  we  carried 
over  and  7J  by  boat  sounding  it  out.  Fort  Pillow  was  only  held  by 
Forrest  for  fourteen  hours.  Pattison  thinks  they  are  going  to  come 
in  on  the  Mississippi  River  below  Memphis.  All  quiet  along  the 
whole  river  now.  The  Signal  had  a  skirmish  at  Bayou  Sara,  which 
the  captain  will  report.  I  have  no  key  to  the  letter  bag,  so  can’t 
relieve  you  of  anything  there,  but  hear  of  a  considerable  amount  that 
the  Red  Rover  brought  down.  I  have  instructed  the  captain  of 
Signal  to  retain  the  bags,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  only  by  gunboat, 
and  to  report  his  arrival  to  you  the  best  way  he  can  from  Alexandria. 
The  box  of  glass  from  Brown  has  arrived.  I’ve  not  yet  had  time  to 
examine  it.  Pinkney  sends  you  a  box  of  truck,  which,  being  precious 
goes  with  the  mail  bags.  The  Kenwood  takes  up  medicines  for  the 
fleet  above,  and  I  shall  try  to  send  you  some  ice.  Captain  Five  goes 
up  in  her,  just  ordered  out  to  report  to  you.  Captain  Wright  goes  up 
m  the  Signal;  he  makes  a  very  fair  story.  Selfridge’s  ofliciaf  report 
oi  ^-1-%^  with  Green  got  to  me  somehow  just  as  I  was  leaving 
Shall  I  forward  it  to  the  Secretary  ?  I  have  had  it  copied.  Nothing 
whatever  has  been  done  to  the  Cincinnati  since  the  Red  Rover  went 
on  the  ways  I  shall  write  to  Townsend  what  you  told  me  about  his 
vessel,  the  Choctaw,  Lafayette ,  and  Benton.  Bayou  Sara  is  a  bad 
place;  ought  to  have  Foster’s  tender  care.  Natchez  is  now  without  a 
gunboat,  and  I  understand  the  Wilson  is  ordered  to  leave  the  car¬ 
penter  shops  there.  I  shall  impress  upon  Captain  Townsend  the 
necessity,  as  you  told,  of  looking  out  for  the  strong  places,  and  if  the 
Benton  is  not  needed— and  she  certainly  is  not — that  she  ought  to 
return  there  at  once ;  also  the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw  to  their  stations. 
1  shall  tell  him  about  his  repairs,  etc.,  at  Memphis;  that  is,  that  vou 
have  them  m  contemplation,  and  that  therefore  he  is  to  remain.  The 
Signal,  if  you  do  not  require  her,  would,  I  think,  be  most  advanta¬ 
geously  employed  at  Bayou  Sara,  as  the  captain  is  up  to  all  the  dodo-es 
employed  about  there,  and  in  the  way  of  getting  a  deal  of  useful  in¬ 
formation.  He  says  that  the  rebs  have  somewhere  in  this  neioRbor- 
hood  two  brass  pieces  and  a  rifled  piece,  just  taken  from  our  “forces 
out  of  Port  Hudson.  The  story  is  that  they  were  coming  into  Tunica. 
Ailson  has  the  run  of  them  and  will  keep  a  good  lookout.  The 
T  indicator  had  not  arrived  at  Cairo. 

Yours,  respectfully,  _  Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Wright ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avenger. 

April  20,  [1864]. 

Sir:  At  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  report  to  me  with  the  vessel 
under  your  command  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Commanding  Mississippi 
Squadron : 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-0 ommander,  Commanding. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  A.  Wright, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avenger. 


Order  of  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  return  to  Natchez  and  resume  the 
duties  of  his  district. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Natchez ,  April.20 ,  1861 — 3:30  a.  m. 
Captain:  Captain  Ramsay,  with  the  Choctaw ,  has  just  arrived. 
The  information  he  brings  convinces  me  that  the  necessity  that  existed 
for  our  presence  up  the  river  has  passed  away.  You  will  therefore 
return  to  Natchez  and  assume  again  the  duties  of  your  district.  This 
is  conformable  to  orders  the  admiral  sent  me  just  before  he  received 
the  news  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow,  orders  which  I  now  regard 
as  revived.  The  admiral  also  instructs  me  to  inform  the  division 
commanders  “that  all  the  ordinary  dispatches,  etc.,  for  me  are  to  be 
sent  to  Captain  Breese,  who  has  been  directed  to  attend  to  them  in 
my  absence.” 

I  shall  return  to  Donaldsonville  in  the  morning.  The  Lancaster 
No.  1  was  thirty-three  hours  assisting  us  up  from  the  mouth  of  Red 
River. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  JS.  Ironclad  Benton. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain  Pen- 
nock, ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 

April  20,  [1864]. 

Sir:  Admiral  Porter  directs  that  the  Vindicator  shall  report  to  me 
as  soon  as  she  is  completed. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding. 

Captain  Pennock, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Cairo,  III, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain  Pen- 
nock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  Red  River  cotton. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  80,  [1864]. 
Sir:  The  admiral  directs  that  you  retain  1,000  bales  of  the  cotton 
sent  up  to  meet  the  claims  of  loyal  persons  claiming  to  be  owners 
thereof. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain  Fleet  and  C onvmand ant  Station. 

"  Red  River  cotton.” 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requestinq 
increased  force  for  protection  of  Paducah  and  the  Tennessee 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah,  Ky .,  April  20,  1864. 

Sir:  As  it  seems  much  more  than  likely  that  the  coming;  sprino- 
and  summer  are  to  be  very  lively  in  this  district  of  the  squadron 
under  your  command,  I  respectfully  request  that  a  few  more  vessels 

bS«be/K1?neL  \°  mCi,  Jhe..Tawah  and  Paw  Paw  are  miserable 
repairs ^  ^  b6St’  ^  doubly  so  now’  as  they  both  sadly  need 

Fleet  Paymaster  Dunn  will  soon  call  for  the  Robb,  and  iust  at  a 
time  her  services  as  a  dispatch  boat  are  invaluable  in  this  district 

„Q  not  I10"!  1  t1™  t0  Fuard  Paducah  and  the  Tennessee  River, 
as  they  ought  to  be  taken  care  of  with  the  boats  now  belonging  to 
the  seventh  district.  I  will,  however,  do  my  best. 

Hoping  that  you  may  find  it  not  incompatible  with  the  interest 
of  the  squadron  to  grant  my  request, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

7-  •  .  i.  si  t  d ames  W.  Shirk, 

■Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Seventh  District. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Ptnieer  Richardson,  V.  S.  Navy , 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Price ,  regarding  special  duty  per¬ 
formed  tn  delivery  of  dispatches.  V  V 

.  U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Mouth  II'  hite  River,  Ark.,  April  20  1861, 

s.“.s  sssi = 
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Upon  my  arrival  at  that  place  General  McArthur  detailed  a  staff 
officer  as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Sherman,  whom  I  brought 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  White  River,  transferring  him  to  a  passenger 
boat  bound  for  Cairo. 

On  my  arrival  at  White  River,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Prichett,  I  ordered  the  Covington  to  proceed  to  you  with¬ 
out  delay,  giving  her  one  of  my  pilots  to  facilitate  her  dispatch. 

I  will  remain  at  this  station  in  the  absence  of  a  gunboat  until 
Lieutenant-Commander  Prichett’s  return,  when  I  will  regain  my 
station  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  await  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Richardson, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  C ommanding . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Red'  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commcmder  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
expedition  to  Hickman ,  Ky.,  and  Island  No.  8. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cairo ,  April  20,  186 A 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeable  to  your  instructions 
I  visited  Hickman,  Ky.,  yesterday  evening  to  see  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  When  we  made  our  appearance  there  were  some  30  or  40 
rebels  in  town,  but  they  got  out  before  we  were  able  to  get  out  on  the 
roads  to  cut  them  off.  I  fired  one  shell  after  them  as  they  went  over 
the  hills. 

I  sent  the  Reindeer  ahead  of  me  below  town,  where  she  landed  and 
picketed  the  woods.  I  landed  above  with  men  from  this  vessel  and 
the  marines,  and  at  once  picketed  the  roads  leading  out  of  town  in 
this  direction,  after  which  I  searched  the  place,  but  am  sorry  to  say  I 
found  nothing  of  importance. 

I  learned,  though,  that  the  rebels  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
Hickman  in  squads  of  from  30  to  40  every  day,  but  I  do  not  think 
they  belong  to  any  regularly  organized  force,  but  are  a  set  of  miser¬ 
able  horse  thieves  and  robbers. 

In  the  evening  I  was  told  that  there  were  three  notorious  charac¬ 
ters  on  No.  8  Island.  I  ran  down  during  the  night  to  find  them,  but 
they  had  left  and  gone  over  onto  the  Missouri  Shore.  I  followed  them 
down  some  3  or  4  miles,  but  they  had  made  their  escape.  From  what 
I  can  learn  they  are  raising  a  guerrilla  company. 

I  got  back  to  Hickman  during  the  night.  There  were  again  some 
20  guerrillas  in  town,  but  they  left  before  we  got  landed.  I  brought 
away  with  me  such  Union  people  as  wished  to  leave,  and  gave  the 
citizens  to  understand  that  if  there  was  even  a  musket  fired  at  any 
transport  or  other  boat  the  town  would  at  once  be  destroyed. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  Forrest  and  the  other  rebel  generals  are 
making  toward  Jackson,  Tenn.,  with  a  view  of  getting  out  of  this 
part  of  the  country.  Of  course,  the  Army  knows  more  of  the  truth 
of  this  than  we  do. 

Although  our  landing  did  not  effect  anything  of  much  importance, 
yet  I  think  it  will  have  the  effect  to  keep  the  greater  portion  of  these 
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outlaws  from  the  river,  where  they  know  it  is  our  disposition  to 
hunt  them  out. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  there  are  very  few  loyal  citizens  in 
Hickman ;  the  place  is  decidedly  rebel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  F itch, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Comdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commandant  of  Naval  Station ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  at 

Natchez  on  withdrawal  of  orders  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  April  21,  186J+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this 
place  last  night.  I  was  75  miles  above  Natchez  on  my  way  to  Fort 
Pillow  when  I  received  the  order  to  return  to  my  station. 

I  pressed  into  service  and  employed  for  14 'hours  the  steamboat 
Big  Grey  Eagle.  I  have  sent  the  Forest  Rose  from  this  district  to 
report  to  Captain  Breese. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4-th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Attach  upon  United  States  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at  Yazoo 
City,  Miss.,  April  21  and  capture  of  U.  S'.  S.  Petrel  Avril  22, 
1861 

Reports  of  Acting  Master  McElroy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Petrel. 

U.  S.  S.  Gunboat  Petrel, 

Above  Yazoo  City,  April  21,  1864 • 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  to¬ 
day’s  action  in  compliance  with  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General 
McArthur  (please  find  copy  enclosed)  : 

I  moved  up  the  river  in  company  with  land  forces.  At  1  p.  m., 
at  the  request  of  Colonel  Scofield,  I  left  the  troops  at  Liverpool 
Bluffs,  20  miles  below  0  azoo  City,  with  this  vessel,  followed  by  the 
Prairie  Bird  and  transport  Freestone,  as  dispatch  boats,  to  go  up 
and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  divide  their  forces,  if  there. 
2:40  p.  m.,  stopped  at  a  plantation  to  make  enquiries  in  regard  to 
numbers  of  the  enemy.  2 : 50,  moved  up  to  within  1,200  vards  of  the 
city  and  came  alongside  of  bank,  so  as  to  communicate  verbally  with 
commanding  officer  of  Prairie  Bird ,  giving  him  orders  not  to  come 
above  the  wreck  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb.  Not-  seeing  any  enemv  in 
sight  (3:30  p.  m.),  moved  up  very  slow.  Seeing  a  crowcl  of  women 
and  children  on  the  levee,  from  what  information  I  received  below, 
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I  thought  the  place  evacuated.  At  4  p.  m.,  when  opposite  the  city, 
where  the  river  makes  a  sharp  turn,  the  enemy  opened  on  me  with 
four  guns  from  the  bluffs.  I  opened  on  them  with  my  starboard  bat¬ 
tery;  at  the  same  time  made  signal  to  Prairie  Bird  to  commence 
action,  which  she  did.  Finding  myself  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  the 
pilot,  Mr.  John  Armstrong,  said  that  the  vessel  could  not  be  backed 
down  safely  under  such  a  fire,  I  ordered  him  to  go  ahead  and  pass 
the  city  and  take  their  fire  ;  when  out  of  range,  to  turn  around  and 
come  down  again.  While  running  stern  to  them  they  fired  15  shots 
at  me,  but  dfcl  not  strike  the  vessel.  After  turning  around,  I  saw 
that  the  Prairie  Bird  had  dropped  below  out  of  range.  ISTot  deeming 
it  prudent  to  run  by  until  I  found  out  what  was  the  matter  with  her, 
I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Scofield,  telling  him  that  from  what 
information  I  received  there  were  not  1,000  men  (on  this  side  of  the 
Big  Black  Biver)  of  the  enemy.  This  dispatch  I  sent  by  transport 
Freestone.  At  5  p.  m.  I  found,  by  verbal  report,  that  the  Prairie 
Bird  was  partially  disabled,  but  that  the  commanding  officer  would 
do  his  best  to  assist  me  when  I  ran  by  the  batteries  if  the  troops 
did  not  come  to  my  assistance.  I  have  a  code  of  signals  by  whistles 
established  with  Prairie  Bird;  all  hands  at  quarter.  The  enemy, 
by  their  actions,  think  it  was  intentional  on  my  part  to  run  by  their 
batteries  to  cover  the  landing  of  troops  above  the  city.  I  am  ex¬ 
pecting  the  transport  will  return  every  moment  with  an  answer  to 
my  dispatch  to  Colonel  Scofield. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McElroy, 

Acting  Master ,  Comdg.  Petrel  and  Naval  Forces ,  Yazoo  River. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee  [Porter], 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 

[Endorsement.] 

Beceivecl  November  2,  4  p.  m. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg,  Miss., 

April  18,  1864-. 

Captain  :  An  expedition  under  command  of  Colonel  Scofield  starts 
from  Haynes’  Bluff  for  Yazoo  City  to-morrow  (Tuesday),  march- 
ino-  by  land.  You  will  please  move  up  and  cooperate  with  them, 
calculating  to  reach  Yazoo  City  on  Thursday  night;  afterwards  pa¬ 
trolling  the  river  sufficiently  to  keep  open  communication  between 
that  point  and  this  place.  You  can  communicate  with  General  Sco¬ 
field  before  starting  as  to  his  probable  camping  places  on  the  way  up. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  McArthur, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  McElroy,  ,  _ 

Commanding  Gunboats ,  etc.,  at  Haynes  Blwjj. 

p.  S.— Steamboats  properly  cleared  approved  by  me  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  proceed  up  the  river  under  your  protection. 

J.  McArthur, 

Brigadier-General. 


248 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Woodbridge,  N.  J.,  October  24,  1864- 
Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the  gunboat 
Petrel ,  under  my  command,  at  Yazoo  City,  April  22,  1864.  The 
troops  not  coming  up  that  morning,  I  began  to  feel  anxious  for  my 
command.  I  kept  up  communication  with  the  Prairie  Bird  by  land 
all  the  forenoon.  At  11  a.  m.  made  out  the  enemy  falling  back  on  the 
city  and  passing  out  of  sight,  and  I  could  not  tell  where  they  had 
gone,  not  hearing  or  seeing  anything  of  our  land  forces.  I  called 
most  of  the  officers  together  to  obtain  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  I  told  them  that  we  would  keep  moving  up 
and  down,  so  as  to  mislead  the  enemy.  At  1  p.  m.  moved  up  24  miles 
and  sent  one  watch  on  shore  to  get  rails  to  protect  the  boilers  and 
run  so  as  not  to  make  any  smoke,  the  other  watch  remaining  at  the 
guns.  I  ordered  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Ensign  M.  E.  Flanigan, 
to  keep  the  pilot  in  the  pilot  house  and  engineers  on  duty  at  the 
engine;  also  that  he  was  to  attend  to  getting  the  rails  on  board,  so 
that  the  officers  of  the  deck  cpuld  look  out,  with  the  quartermaster 
and  the  sentries,  for  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At 
2 : 20  p.  m.  left  the  deck  and  went  to  dinner,  with  orders  to  executive 
officer  to  get  underway  as  soon  as  the  rails  were  got  on  board.  I  had 
just  got  up  from  the  table  and  went  on  deck  when  the  enemy  opened 
fire  upon  us  with  two  rifle  12-pounders  (Parrott)  at  400  yards  distance 
astern,  and  out  of  our  sight  for  the  undergrowth.  I  opened  fire  with 
my  starboard  battery,  but  they  could  not  be  trained  far  enough  astern 
to  reach  their  guns.  At  the  same  time  I  started  the  vessel  ahead  so  as 
to  get  out  of  range  and  turn  around,  so  that  my  guns  would  bear  on 
-  the  enemy’s  guns,  but  the  pilot  did  not  get  the' wheel  shifted  soon 
enough,  so  that  she  jnade  about  200  yards  and  stopped.  While  tryino- 
to  back  her  off  a  shot  passed  through  the  stern,  cutting  off  the  steam 
pipe  and  disabling  the  engine.  About  this  time  a  shot  passed  through 
die  magazine,  cutting  off  the  legs  of  Charles  Seitz,  gunner’s  mate 
This  silenced  my  guns  for  a  few  minutes,  because  I  had  nobody  fit  to 
take  his  place,  as  one  of  the  quarter  gunners  was  already  dead.  I 
ordered  Acting  Master  s  Mate  Lysander  C.  Ball  (in  charge  of  powder 
division )_  to  take  his  place  in  the  magazine,  which  he  did.  Our  fire 
at  this  time  w  as  very  slow,  as  the  sharpshooters  were  firing'  at  the 
loaders,  the  aftergun  being  dismounted,  and  none  of  them  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy’s  guns.  The  officers  of  divisions,  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  Shepley  R.  Holmes,  in  charge  of  the  first  division,  failed 
to  encourage  his  men ;  also  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Jesse  W.  Foster  in 
charge  of  second  division,  and  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Ensi<m 
Michael  E  hlamgan,  behaved  very  badly,  and  the  men  began  to  fall 

ATC  r»r'nrn  t  ie  £}ms-  1  the  acting  first  assistant  engineer,  Arthur 
t y1 ilhps,  to  be  ready  with  his  division  to  fire  the  vessel  when  we 
could  not  fight  her  any  longer.  I  ordered  the  most  of  the  men  to  be 
aimed  with  rifles.  At  this  time  a  shot  came  through  the  stern,  raking 
the  gun  deck  and  entering  the  boilers  and  exploding  them.  Then  the 
officers  jumped  on  the  bank,  followed  by  the  crew,  and  made  a  dis¬ 
graceful  run  for  the  Prawie  Bird ,  leaving  with  me  the  pilot,  Kimble 
YVare,  m  the  pilot  house,  and  Quartermaster  J.  H.  Nibbe,  who  stood 
his  ground  when  all  the  other  officers  had  deserted  their  flag.  As 
soon  as  the  steam  began  to  cool  a  little,  with  the  assistance  oflduar- 
termaster  Ribbe,  I  got  the  wounded  off  the  guard  on  the  bank  and 
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got  ready  to  fire  the  vessel,  with  the  dead  still  on  board.  I  placed 
some  coals  from  the  furnace  among  the  rails,  but  could  not  [stand]  it 
long  for  the  heat  of  the  steam. 

At  this  time  the  enemy,  seeing  the  officers  and  men  running  across 
the  fields,  began  to  cross  the  river  above  and  below  me.  Surrounded 
on  all  sides,  I  was  then  forced  to  surrender,  when  they  put  out  the 
burning  rails  and  took  me  off  at  once  before  I  could  find  out  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded,  but  I  think  that  10  would  cover  the 
number,  but  you  received  a  true  report  from  the  officers,  I  hope,  soon 
after  the  action.  To  the  disgraceful  action  of  some  of  my  officers 
and  Colonel  Scofield  not  coming  to  my  assistance,  as  he  had  promised, 
do  I  owe  the  loss  of  my  vessel.  The  flag  was  flying  when  they 
boarded  the  vessel.  I  hope  that  you  think  I  did  the  best  I  could 
under  the  circumstances. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kimble 
Ware,  pilot,  and  John  Nibbe,  quartermaster.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  I  had  but  10  white  men  and  boys  on  board ;  the  rest  were  contra¬ 
bands,  and  part  of  those  were  sick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McElroy, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Petrel. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 

[1st  endorsement.] 

Received  November  2,  4  p.  m. 

[2d  endorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Navy  Department.  The  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  will  recollect  that  the  P etrel  was  lost  last  spring. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

November  2,  1864. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the 

capture  of  IT.  S.  S.  Petrel. 


No.  109.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La.,  April  28,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  $.  Petrel, 
belonging  to  this  squadron.  She  was  captured  up  Yazoo  River  by 
the  rebels  and  destroyed. 

I  enclose  letters  from  her  executive  officer,  commanding  officer  ot 
the  Prairie  Bird,  and  also  one  from  Commander  Townsend,  on  the 
sub  j  6Ct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Vicksburg ,  April  2V 186V 

Admiral:  I  most  deeply  regret  that  the  news  from  this  quarter 
must  add  another  weight  to  the  load  of  harassing  cares  that  is  now 
pressing  so  heavily  upon  you.  The  Petrel  was  captured  and  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  enemy  some  3  or  4  miles  above  Yazoo  City  on  the  22d 
instant.  Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  the  reports  of  Acting  En¬ 
sign  Chambers,  commanding  the  Prairie  Bird ,  and  Acting  Ensign 
Flanigan,  late  executive  officer  of  the  Petrel,  giving  the  particulars 
of  the  disaster.  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  dark  cloud  presents  no  silver 
lining.  The  investigation  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject  leads 
to  the  belief  that  a  desire  to  procure  cotton,  rather  than  the  noble 
ambition  of  advancing  the  public  service,  prompted  the  ill-fated 
expedition..  I  also  fear  that  there  may  have  been  too  obsequious  and 
unquestioning  a  compliance  with  the  requests  of  General  McArthur 
on  the  part  of  Acting  Master  McElroy,  the  senior  naval  officer.  The 
lalter  is  now  a  prisoner,  and  can  not  therefore  give  explanation  of 
ns  conduct,  if  explanation  there  be.  But  I  can  not  learn  or  conceive 
any  satisfactory  reason  why  he  did  not  turn  around  immediately— 
die  channel  permitted— repass  the  two  fieldpieces  that  had  opened 
upon  him,  and,  rejoining  the  Prairie  Bird  and  Freestone ,  go  back  to 
-Liverpool  Bluffs,  whence  he  had  started  on  his  rash  reconnoissance. 
After  closely  questioning  the  actors  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  enterprise  ivas  unwisely  engaged  in,  to  say  the  least,  and 
that  m  the  performance  there  was  too  much  recklessness  at' first,  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  a  weak  wavering  and  paralysis  of  action  that  almost  in- 
siued  a  disastrous  closing  to  the  scene.  But  the  chief  actor  is  absent 
1  erhaps  lie  may  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation,  although 
what  that  explanation  might  be  I  can  not  possibly  imagine. 

.  Accompanying  .Acting  Ensign  Chambers’s  report  are  the  follow¬ 
ing  documents,  viz,  copies  of  two  letters  from  Acting  Master  Mc¬ 
Elroy,  respectively,  of  April  21,  4  p.  m.,  and  April  22,12- 30  p  m  • 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Scofield,  commanding  expedition,  to 
Captam  McElroy,  dated  April  22;  the  report  of  the  senior  engineer 
of  the  Praine  Bird ,  with  remarks  appended  by  me,  and  a  telegram 
from  Captam  Foster,  dated  April  19,  but  not  received  till  April  23 
Had  this  telegram  been  received  m  time,  the  naval  portion  of  the  ex- 
pedition  would  not  have  started.  Did  the  cotton  speculators  delay 
it.  Probably  we  shall  never  know;  but  they  are  such  unprincipled 
scoundrels  that  we  may  believe  anything  shrewdly  wicked  regarding 
them.  I  also  enclose  with  Acting  Ensign  Chambers’s  report  the 
statement  of  the  surgeon  s  steward  in  charge  regarding  the  three 
seriously  wounded  men  one  from  the  Prairie  Bird, ,  the  others  from 
the  Petrel,  whom  I  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  military  hospital  here 
on  the  recommendation  of  my  surgeon,  Dr.  Allan.  1 

Acting  Ensign  Flanigan’s  report  is  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Petrel ,  designating  their  condition,  whether 
escaped  or  missing  killed  or  wounded.  Those  that  escaped  brought 
with  them  nothing  but  what  they  stood  in.  s 

That,  you  may  more  easily  understand  the  not  very  clear  or  per¬ 
spicuous  reports  I  accompany  them  by  a  roughly  sketched  map  that 
I  prepared  whilst  gathering  from  Messrs.  Chambers  and  Flanigan 
the  particulars  of  the  disaster. 
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The  Wilson,  Captain  Pollard,  arriving  this  afternoon,  I  have  sent 
by  her,  with  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Pennock  at  Cairo,  all  the 
escaped  officers  of  the  Petrel  except  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  pilot,  whom 
I  have  ordered  to  the  Prairie  Birdy  and  the  surgeon’s  steward  in 
charge,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  report  to  the  fleet  surgeon  aboard 
the  Red  Rover.  Of  the  crew,  I  have  transferred  10  to  the  Prairie 
Bird  to  strengthen  her  force,  2  are  at  the  military  hospital  here,  and 
the  remaining  31  I  send  down  by  the  General  Price  for  the  vessels 
below.  I 'hope  my  disposition  of  them  may  meet  with  your  approval. 

The  information  comes,  through  cotton  speculators  as  well  as  con¬ 
trabands,  that  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  guns,  ammunition,  and 
all  valuables  from  the  Petrel ,  and  then,  about  8  p.  m.  of  the^  22d, 
set  fire  to  and  destroyed  her.  She  must  have  been  very  imperfectly 
fired  by  her  own  crew,  if  the  escaping  steam  put  out  the  flames. 

I  hope,  admiral,  that  I  have  been  able  to  give  you  a  passably  clear 
idea  of  the  occasion  and  circumstances  of  the  loss  of  the  P etrel.  I 
certainly  have  endeavored  to  avoid  anything  like  an  oyer-statement 
of  the  causes  of  the  disaster.  The  Essex  arrived  here  in  tow  of  the 
Brilliant  last  night  at  midnight.  Learning  of  the  loss  of  the  Petrel , 
I  concluded  to  stop,  investigate  the  affair,  direct  what  should  be  done 
in  the  case,  and  report  the  results  to  you.  Having  done  this,  I  shall 
take  the  first  upward-bound  steamer  with  sufficient  power  to  tow  us 
to  Fort  Pillow  and  the  upper  river,  in  obedience  to  your  order. 

But  I  have  become  convinced,  admiral,  that  it  is  essential,  m  more 
than  one  particular,  to  your  honor,  and  that  of  your  squadron,  that 
an  officer  of  approved  capacity,  integrity,  and  judgment  should  be 
stationed  here,  to  take  care  of  matters  at  Vicksburg  and  throughout 
the  long,  morally  pestiferous  stretch  of  river  between  the  mouth  of: 
White  River  and  Natchez.  I  have,  therefore,  assumed  the  respon¬ 
sibility,  you  far  away,  oppressed  with  most  engrossing  cares,  of 
ordering  Captain  Greer  to  Vicksburg^  that  lie  may  take  upon  himself 
the  above-mentioned  charge.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders 
to  Captain  Greer.  They  are  long,  but  I  could  scarcely  say  all  that 
I  felt  to  be  necessary  in  fewer  terms.  I  trust,  admiral,  that  my 
reasons  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  that  you  will  approve  the  action 

I  have  taken.  ,  ,  , 

The  wrecking  company  with  whom  you  made  the  contract  to  raise 

the  sunken  steamer  in  the  Yazoo  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  now  here  prepared  to  operate,  and  very  solicitous  to  begin.  I 
informed  Colonel  P.  B.  Fouke  that,  just  now,  with  but  one  disabled 
tinclad  here,  it  was  impossible  to  give  him  and  his  principals  the 
necessary  protection  in  Yazoo  River;  that  the  late  disaster  showed 
convincingly  that  only  an  ironclad  was  competent  to  the  task;  that 
I  must  proceed  up  the  river,  but  that  I  had  sent  for  Captain  Greer 
to  come  up  to  Vicksburg,  and,  possibly,  matters  might  ere  long 
assume  such  shape  that  he  could  give  him  the  requisite  protection,  at 
least  for  points  below  Yazoo  City.  Still,  I  could  not  hold  out  any 
flatterino-  encouragement  to  him.  His  orders  from  yourself  are  very 
strong,  his  appeals,  though  perfectly  gentlemanly  and  courteous  are 
very  pressing,  and  yet  the  complication  of  adverse  influences  renders 
it  impossible^ that  anything  of  importance  should  at  this  time  be  done 
for  him.  I  met  his  courteous  advances  in  a  ldndred  spirit,  but  at  the 
same  time  frankly  expressed  to  him  my  unfavorable  opinion.  I  hate 
to  bother  you  with  these  things  now,  admiral,  but  perhaps  from  your 
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abundant  resources  you  may  be  able  to  suggest  something  that  may 
be  done.  J 

Earnestly  hoping,  and  faithfully  believing,  that  you  will  ere  long 
surmount  the  great  and  numerous  difficulties  that  encompass  you  in 
Red  River,  J 

I  ha\  e  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird,  April  23, 186 4. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts  in  regard  to 
the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Petrel. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  McArthur  we  proceeded  up 
1  azoo  River,  arriving  at  Liverpool  Bluffs  April  21,  1864.  At  12 :  20 
p.  m.  by  request  of  Colonel  Scofield,  we*  proceeded  on  up  the  river 
in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird  and  transport Freestone. 
At  d  p.  in.  we  arrived  at  the  navy  yard  below  Yazoo  City.  Seeino- 
no  enemy  m  sight,  we  proceeded  on  up,  leaving  the  Prairie  Bird  and 
Preestone  at  the  navy  yard.  When  abreast  the  city  we  fired  several 
shots  at  the  enemy,  just  then  coming  in  sight  on  the  hills.  We  steamed 
on  up,  and  while  rounding  the  point  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire 
of  cannon  and  musketry.  The  river  being  narrow,  we  could  not 
round  to.  Moved  on  up  out  of  range  and  came  to.  We  immediately 
made  preparations  to  run  by  the  batteries.  Captain  McElrov  after¬ 
wards  countermanded  the  order,  remarking  that  he  would  wait  until 
tne  toiiowing  night. 

•  tl?e  22(J,  at  1 :  30  P-  m.,  we  changed  our  position,  moving  up  the 
river  about  If  miles,  and  commenced  wooding.  At  3,  precisely,  the 
enemy  m  ambush  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  on 
our  starboard  quarter,  the  shot  from  their  guns  goino-  clean  throufdi 
the  vesseh  Not  being  able  to  bring  our  gun!  to  bfa^armed  the cret 

fmmechatelv  Wrr  vfF”1®?!  ^  g'ettinS  the  vessel  underway 

immediately.  Y  hile  shifting  the  engines  two  shots  entered  the  vessel 

one  striking  the  cylinder,  the  other  cutting  the  steam  pipe  thereby 

disabling  us;  the  rebels  then  moved  up.  We  then  opened  our  oreat 

guns  on  them.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  we  were  unable  to  work 

the  guns,  as  the  men  were  shot  as  soon  as  going  near  the  ports  Tht 

vessels  being  disabled,  and  unable  to  work  our  |u“  the  cfptahi  give 

tie  ordei  to  set  the  vessel  on  fire— which  was  done  in  three  places 

arm  ourselves,  and  jump  ashore.  At  this  juncture  a  shot  entered  the 

boilers,  the  steam  rushing  over  the  decks.  All  who  were  able  iumued 

ashore  and  made  their  escape  to  the  Prairie  Bird,  pursued  Yv  the 

rebels  who  had  by  this  time  crossed  the  river;  nearly  all  however 

reached  the  boat  m  safety  by  taking  to  the  swamps.  ’  ’ 

men ISed  m^S5tlih*‘-jlI,nj1n«  the  engagement  the  offlcers  and 
who  wele  kteiy  flrippe^’  ^  ““  ““P*011  °f  a  few  contrabands 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ActTg-  Exea  Mve  Officer,  late  V.  S.  Gunboat  Petrel. 

Kear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter^ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  “Petrel”  about  3 *  Miles  above  Yazoo 
City  April  22,  1864. 

1.  Position  of  Petrel  at  bank  after  passing  beyond  range  of  fieldpieces 
(at  6)  in  Yazoo  City,  afternoon  of  April  21. 

2.  Position  of  Petrel  when  opened  upon  and  afterwards  captured  by 
the  enemy,  3  p.  m.,  April  22. 

3.  Position  of  Prairie  Bird  at  navy  yard  when  opened  upon  by  field- 
pieces.  afternoon. 

4.  Second  position  of  Prairie  Bird. 

5.  Transport  Freestone,  probably  after  cotton,  on  some  shallow  pre¬ 
text  of  service. 

6.  First  position  of  battery  of  two  fieldpieces,  thought  to  have  been 
Parrott  10-pounders. 

7.  Second  position  of  battery  to  drive  off  Prairie  Bird  and  Freestone. 

8.  Third  position  of  battery,  causing  the  abandonment  of  the  Petrel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 

Vicksburg,  April  tit,  186A. 

Sketched  from  report  of  those  engaged,  made  to  me  verbally, 
April  24,  1864. 

Scale  about  1  mile  to  the  inch. 


R.  T. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Tll,e  having  arrived  here  last  night  at  midnight,  this  report 

was  handed  to  me  for  transmission.  Mr.  Flanigan’s  report  of  the 
names  and  condition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Petrel  accom¬ 
panies  this  statement. 


Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  TJ .  S.  Navy. 


Vicksburg,  April 

I  understand  that  when  taken  the  Petrel  had  on  board  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  quantity  of  ammunition;  about  125  rounds  to  each  of  her  eight 
24-pounder  howitzers. 

R.  T. 


[Subenclosure.] 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  made  their  escape  to  the 
Prairie  Bird: 

Officers.— -Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Henry  T.  Skelding,  Acting 
Fnsign  M.  E.  Flanigan,  executive  officer,  slight  wound  in  the  head ; 
Acting  Ensign  S.  Ross  Holmes,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  W.  Foster, 
slight  wound  m  hand;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  Gurley  Abbott,  Act- 
mg  Master  s  Mate  L.  C.  Ball,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  A.  M. 
Phillips,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Edward  Roberts,  Actino- 
becond  Assistant  Engineer  John  T.  Stone,  Acting  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  William  M.  Mix,  slight  wound  in  leg;  Surgeon’s  Steward 
m  Charge  E.  W.  Davids,  First-Class  Pilot  John  L.  Armstrong,  Pay¬ 
master’s  Steward  S.  S.  Smith.  S  J 

[44  names  of  petty  officers  and  crew  follow.] 

******* 

Missing. — Acting  Master  Commanding  Thomas  McElroy,  First- 
Class  Pilot  K.  Ware,  supposed  to  have  been  taken  prisoners;  Charles 
Seitz,  gunner’s  mate,  mortally  wounded;  Gustav  A.  Frey,  quarter 
gunner,  killed;  John  Nibbe,  quartermaster,  serious  wound  in  hand. 

[Names  of  9  colored  men  follow.] 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  Flanigan, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Executive  Officer  late  U.  8.  Gunboat  Petrel. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

List  of  Petrel's  men  on  board  Prairie  Bird,  May  1,  1864. 

White  men. — John  Wilson,  ship’s  cook;  John  Kingdom,  quarter¬ 
master;  John  Yorgan,  carpenter’s  mate;  Peter  Olsten,  seaman. 

Colored  men. — W.  Thomas  Waites,  fireman;  Morgan  Cooper,  fire¬ 
man;  Ephraim  Johnson,  Harry  West,  Randall  Morehead,  jerrv 
Brown. 

On  board  General  Price. 

White  men. — Bartlett  Laffy,  boatswain’s  mate;  John  G.  Rose, 
quartermaster;  Albert  Lilly,  seaman. 
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Colored  m,en. — Ben  Blackford,  Ludd  Gibson,  Nick  Jones,  firemen; 
George  Holt*  coal  heaver;  William  Baker,  Joseph  Whitton,  James 
Monroe,  firemen. 

On  board  Choctaw. 

White. — James  M.  Saxton,  boy. 

Colored  men. — Jerry  Carter,  landsman;  Samuel  Preston,  lands¬ 
man;  Adkin  Whellis,  coal  heaver;  August  Williams,  coal  heaver. 

On  board  Covington. 

White. — William  Willson,  quarter  gunner. 

Colored  men. — Albert  Ferguson,  Robert  Jackson,  Columbus  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Wesley  West,  George  Ividlers,  Milton  Porter,  William  Mel- 
vine,  Henderson  Jenkins,  Ephraim  Colton.  James  Freely,  Lew  Jones, 
Jacob  Campbell,  Malachi  Bowman,  Henry  Hunt,  Buckman  Watson. 

Gone  to  hospital. — James  Gilmore,  Isaac  Wilson. 


U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird, 

Vicksburg ,  April  23, 186 If.. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  the  gun¬ 
boat  Petrel ,  she  being  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  22d  instant.  On 
the  19th  I  landed  at  Snyder’s  Bluff  and  there  found  a  dispatch  for 
the  gunboat  Petrel.  She  being  up  the  Sunflower  River,  I  proceeded 
up  and  delivered  the  said  dispatch  on  the  night  of  the  20th.  The 
said  dispatch  was  from  General  McArthur,  commanding  at  Vicks¬ 
burg.  It  was  a  request  that  Captain  McElrov  would  take  the  two 
vessels  up  the  Yazoo  to  cooperate  with  the  land  forces  which  General 
McArthur  was  sending  to  occupy  Yazoo  City.  On  the  morning  of 
the  21st,  Captain  McElroy  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the 
Sunflower,  we  accompanying,  and  then  up  the  Yazoo  to  Liver¬ 
pool  Bluffs.  Came  to  and  found  troops  occupying  the  bluffs  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  [Hiram]  Scofield.  He  reported  that  his 
cavalry  had  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  that  day.  He  re¬ 
quested  Captain  McElroy  to  take  both  boats  and  proceed  to  Yazoo 
City  to  reconnoiter,  which  Captain  McElroy  proceeded  to  do.  On 
arriving  at  the  navy  yard  below  Yazoo  City^  both  boats  were  landed 
at  3  p.  m.  Captain  McElroy  then  gave  me  instructions  to  remain 
there  while  he  proceeded  up  to  the  city.  As  he  got  abreast  of  the 
city  the  enemy  opened  a  battery  on  him  which  compelled  him  to 
run  his  vessel  up  the  river  out  of  range. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  been  firing  upon  this  vessel  with 
small  arms,  but  as  soon  as  the  Petrel  got  out  of  range  they  opened 
on  this  vessel  with  two  10-pounder  Parrott,  striking  us  three  times. 
Two  shots  struck  the  hurricane  roof,  passing  out  through  the  cabin, 
doing  little  damage.  The  other  shot  came  through  the  casemate  and 
struck  the  starboard  cylinder,  causing  it  to  leak,  also  wounding 
second  engineer  and  first  fireman  slightly.  We  then  dropped  down 
the  river,  waiting  for  communications  from  Captain  McElroy,  which 
communications  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  bearing  date  of  the  21st, 
also  a  copy  of  letter  received  the  next  day,  and  copy  of  letter  received 
from  Colonel  Scofield  to  Captain  McElroy,  which  I  received  via 
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marine  boat  B .  J .  Adams.  At  this  time  firing  was  heard  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  and  shortly  afterwards  the  crew  of  gunboat  Petrel  came  run¬ 
ning  to  my  vessel,  stating  that  the  Petrel  was  captured  by  the  enemy. 
The  B.  J.  Adams  remained  there  with  me  until  dark.  A  scouting 
party  was  sent  from  the  Adams ,  but  found  none  of  the  crew.  Thir¬ 
teen  officers  and  40  of  the  crew  reached  this  vessel,  which  leaves  a 
balance  of  2  officers  and  11  of  the  men  missing. 

From  information  obtained  from  contrabands,  I  believe  the  Petrel's 
armament  was  all  captured  by  the  enemy,  the  escaping  steam  from 
the  boilers  and  steam  pipes  having  put  out  the  fire  set  to  her  by  the 
crew. 

We  expended,  while  engaged  with  the  enemy,  26  shell  and  7 
shrapnel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Chambers, 
Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Kear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[  Subenclosures.  ] 

U.  S.  S.  Petrel, 

Above  Yazoo  City ,  April  21,  186 4 — 4  P •  m- 

Sir:  You  will  hold  yourself  and  vessel  in  readiness  to  come  to  my 
assistance  when  you  see  me  moving  down  the  river  by  night  or  day. 
I  have  sent  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Scofield,  which  will  reach  him  by 
6  o’clock  p.  m.,  to-night. 

I  will  have  an  answer  by  9  o’clock,  so  look  out  for  night  signals 
from  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  McElroy, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chambers,. 

C ommanding  Prairie  Bird. 


U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22,  1864 — 12:30  o'clock. 

Sir:  You  will  hold  yourself  and  boat  in  readiness  to  come  to  my 
support  to-night  after  dusk,  before  the  moon  rises.  .  You  will  not 
come  above  the  wreck  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb.  If  I  should  not  come 
before  the  moon  sets  in  the  morning  you  will  still  hold  yourself  in 
readiness  to  come  to  my  support  at  a  moment’s  notice.  I  will  not 
make  any  signals  if  I  can  help  it,  as  that  will  give  the  rebels  the 
opportunity  to  concentrate  on  me.  Do  all  you  can  for  me,  as  I  see 
that  the  army  has  deserted  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Thos.  McElroy,  _ 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Ensign  John  W.  Chambers, 

Commanding  Prairie  Bird. 


Headquarters  Yazoo  Expedition, 
Liverpool  Heights,  Miss.,  April  22, 1864- 
Captain:  Your  dispatch  was  received  last  night,  but  it  was  not 
deemed  prudent  to  move  the  land  forces  to  Yazoo  City. 
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I  send  this  communication  by  Colonel  [G.  E.]  Currie,  who  will  in¬ 
form  you  of  our  situation  and  present  intentions.  You  will  do  well 
to  move  your  boats  down  the  river  and  cooperate  with  us  here  in  any 
movement  it  may  be  thought  best  to  make.  I  hope  you  are  already 
below  the  city  and  the  battery,  but  if  you  are  not  I  trust  you  will 
inform  me  the  first  favorable  moment  of  doing  so.  The  marine  boat 
will  render  you  any  assistance  in  their  power. 

I  shall  probably  remain  at  this  point  until  I  learn  that  you  are 
safe  and  moving  down. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  the  first  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Scofield, 

Colonel  IfltK  U.  JS.  Inf .,  Colored ,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Captain  McElkoy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 


U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird, 

3  Miles  Below  Yazoo  City ,  April  22,  186 % 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  engine  of  my  department  as 
being  in  a  much  damaged  and  dangerous  condition. 

During  our  engagement  at  Yazoo  City  yesterday,  about  4  o’clock 
p.  m.,  a  conical  shot  entered  the  casemate,  struck  the  starboard  cylin¬ 
der,  glanced  from  that  just  over  the  doctor,  and  passed  out  on  the  port 
quarter.  The  same  shot  wounded  2  men  of  my  department,  Joseph 
Grippin,  acting  second  assistant  engineer,  and  Lucas  Bowman,  second- 
class  fireman,  received  a  severe  cut  in  the  leg  below  the  knee.  Both 
wounds  were  supposed  to  be  from  a  piece  of  casement. 

The  damage  to  the  engine  consists  of  an  indenture  and  crack  of 
6  inches  in  length  in  the  starboard  cylinder,  and  so  wide  as  to  cause 
the  free  escape  of  steam,  which  not  only  gives  it  great  liability  to 
burst,  but  the  indenture  on  the  inside  is  very  likely  to  cause*  the 
falling  off  of  the  piston  head. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Radabaugh, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chambers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird. 

[Endorsement.] 

By  my  directions  my  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Heap,  examined  the  in¬ 
jured  cylinder  and  made  arrangements  for  its  temporary  repair.  To¬ 
morrow  the  machine  shop  in  charge  of  the  army  at  this  place  (Vicks¬ 
burg)  will  put  a  plate  over  the  crack,  strongly  band  the  cylinder  with 
iron,  and  chip  off  smoothly  the  indented  surface,  so  that  the  piston 
may  have  free  play.  Mr.  Heap  says  that  these  repairs  should,  and 
probably  will,  be  made  within  one  day,  and  that  when  made  the 
Prairie  Bird's  engine  will  be  nearly  as  effective  as  it  was  before  the 
injury.  These  repairs  of  course  'are  only  temporary  and  of  the 
“make-do”  order. 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Vicksburg,  April  2i±, 186 4. 
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[Telegram.  ] 


Navy  Department,  May  6, 186 If. 
Any  information  of  capture  of  Petrel  and  fate  of  officers  ? 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  May  6 ,  1864. 

The  Petrel  was  captured  on  the  22d  ultimo  above  or  near  Yazoo 
City.  One  acting  master,  McElroy,  and  Pilot  Kimble  [Ware]  were 
said  to  be  prisoners  in  Yazoo  City.  All  the  other  officers  have 
returned  here. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

[, Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  D.  C.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  loss  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Petrel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg ,,  May  2,  186 f. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  endeavored  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  Petrel  affair.  It  appears  that  Captain 
McElroy,  of  that  vessel,  had  gone  into  the  Yazoo  with  the  intention 
of  proceeding  up  the  Sunflower  to  seize  some  cotton.  Captain  Cham¬ 
bers,  of  the  Prairie  Birdy  states  that  Captain  McElroy  had  received 
a  dispatch  from  the  admiral  in  regard  to  the  cotton  mentioned,  but 
was  cautioned  to  run  no  risks,  and  especially  not  to  go  into.  a  shoal 
river.  Captain  Chambers,  having  finished  some  business  which  took 
him  to  Vicksburg,  then  went  up  to  Snyder’s  Bluff.  At  that  point  he 
found  a  communication  from  General  McArthur  to  Captain  McElroy, 
requesting  him  to  take  the  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  up  the  Yazoo  to 
cooperate  with  a  land  force  he  was  sending  to  occupy  Yazoo  City. 

He  immediately  went  up  the  Sunflower,  and  after  finding  the 
Petrel ,  they  both  proceeded  to  Liverpool  Bluffs  [Heights],  at  which 
point  they  met  Colonel  Scofield  with  the  troops.  He  had  had  some 
skirmishing,  and  asked  Captain  McElroy  to  go  up  to  Yazoo  City 
and  reconnoiter.  They  took  a  steamboat,  the  Freestone ,  as  a  dis¬ 
patch  boat.  On  they  went  up  and  landed  at  the  navy  yard. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  the  21st  April  Captain  McElroy  ordered  the  Prairie 
Bird  to  remain  where  she  was,  and  went  on  up  with  his  vessels.  As 
he  passed  the  town  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  him  with  two  guns 
(supposed  to  be  10-pounder  Parrotts).  He  then  went  up  out  of 
range.  Shortly  after  this  they  fired  upon  the  Prairie  Bird ,  causing 
her  to  change  her  berth. 

At  5:30  p.  m.  Captain  Chambers  received  an  order  from  Captain 
McElroy  to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  him  when  he  came  down ;  also  a 
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dispatch  to  send  by  the  Freestone  to  Colonel  Scofield.  That  vessel 
started  down  with  the  dispatch,  but  did  not  return. 

The  next  day  (22d),  about  1:  30  p.  m.,  Captain  Chambers  received 
a  dispatch  from  Captain  McElroy  of  the  same  nature  as  the  one  of 
the  day  before,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  army  had  deserted 
them.  '  At  3 : 30  p.  m.  the  Marine  Brigade  boat  B.  J.  Adams  arrived 
with  a  dispatch  for  Captain  McElroy  from  Colonel  Scofield.  While 
getting  a  horse  to  send  this  dispatch  over,  the  crew  of  the  Petrel  com¬ 
menced  coming  in  (they  came  across  a  point).  All  arrived  excepting 
the  captain,  1  pilot,  and  11  men. 

The  officers  of  the  Petrel  report  that  at  about  3  p.  m.  the  rebels 
came  in  in  heavy  force  abreast  of  them,  with  one  piece  of  artillery. 
At  the  first  or  second  shot  the  steam  pipe  was  cut  and  the  after  end 
of  the  boiler.  They  were  then  ordered  to  arm  themselves,  set  the 
vessel  on  fire,  and  get  on  shore.  They  say  the  vessel  was  fired ;  if  so, 
it  was  so  very  poorly  done  that  it  did  not  burn.  The  captain  of  the 
Prairie  Bird  saw  a  large  fire  in  her  direction  that  night  and  thinks 
she  was  burned. 

This  agrees  with  information  obtained  by  General  McArthur, 
which  was  that  after  removing  the  guns  and  most  of  the  provisions 
she  was  burned  by  the  rebels.  The  guns  (eight  24-pounder  howit¬ 
zers)  are  said  to  have  been  taken  to  Canton,  Miss.  Possibly  they  did 
it,  thinking  that  we  would  immediately  attempt  to  retake  them ;  and 
again  they  may  be  going  to  fit  them  to  field  carriages. 

On  the  23d  the  Prairie  Bird  came  down  to  Vicksburg  for  repairs, 
having  had  her  cylinder  cracked. 

In  looking  at  this  matter  with  all  the  facts  before  me,  I  conclude 
that  Captain  McElroy  was  anxious  to  be  of  service,  but  was  too  easily 
moved  by  the  requests  of  a  general,  and  again  I  can  see  no  object  in 
his  running  past  Yazoo  City  after  he  had  found  the  enemy  in  force. 
A  prime  cause  of  the  disaster  was  not  having  a  proper  person  in 
command  of  the  troops.  Cooperation,  when  it  exists,  should  be  to  the 
bitter  end,  but  in  this  case,  and  also  in  some  others,  the  affair  is 
reduced  to  a  sauve  am  pent  operation  on  the  part  of  the  Army,  and 
the  gunboats  are  left  to  their  fate. 

I  can  not  ascertain  that  there  was  any  cotton  behind  the  scenes 
in  this  case,  but  in  spite  of  it  I  can  not  help  having  suspicions.  The 
movement  was  made,  according  to  General  McArthur’s  statement,  to 
occupy  the  rebel  cavalry  in  this  State  and  to  keep  them  from  joining 
Forrest  in  Tennessee,  against  whom  an  expedition  is  organizing  at 
Memphis.  General  Slocum  has  arrived  and  taken  command.  He  is 
going  to  send  out  a  pretty  large  force  under  command  of  McArthur 
to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  former  expedition  and  expressed  a  desire 
to  me  to  have  two  boats  go  up  to  Yazoo  City  to  protect  two  or  three 
transports  with  troops  as  a  feint,  while  the  main  force  take  them  by 
land.  I  informed  him  that  owing  to  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  so 
many  of  our  light-drafts  for  service  in  Bed  Biver  we  had  nothing  to 
spare  for  this  affair;  also  that  you  had  assumed  command  of  the 
fifth  district. 

As  a  large  portion  of  the  garrison  here  will  be  away,  I  purpose 
remaining  here  for  a  few  daj's,  unless  I  find  my  services  required  at 
some  other  point.  General  Slocum,  I  think,  will  do  all  he  can  to 
purge  this  place  of  villainy,  but  I  am  afraid  will  not  succeed. 
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I  heard  to-day  that  the  two  officers  captured  on  the  Petrel  had  been 
sent  to  Richmond.  I  have  ordered  the  captain  of  the  Prairie  Bird  to 
remain  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  and  to  allow  no  boats  to  go  up 
unless  engaged  exclusively  by  the  Army,  and  then  they  are  only  to 
land  at  military  posts  or  under  the  protection  of  a  gunboat. 

I  understand  that  we  have  abandoned  the  whole  line  of  the  Yazoo. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Chambers  to  make  all  reports  in  future  to 
you.  He  has  one  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Petrel  (Acting  Ensign 
Shepley  R.  Holmes)  on  board  under  arrest.  I  had  charges  made  out 
against  him  to-day  for  drunkenness,  disobedience  of  orders,  and  scan¬ 
dalous  conduct  and  will  forward  them  to  the  admiral.  The  wrecking 
party  is  still  here.  I  suggested  to  them  to  write  to  you  and  also  for 
one  of  the  party  to  go  down  and  see  the  admiral,  which  they  say  they 
will  do. 

The  Prairie  Bird  is  said  to  be  badly  in  need  of  repairs. 

With  a  hope,  captain,  that  you  will  bear  with  this  lengthy  letter, 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Fourth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Itinerary  of  the  district  of  Vicksburg  for  April,  1864,  from  monthly  return. 

An  expedition  in  command  of  Colonel  Hiram  Scofield,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  United  States  Colored  Troops, 
was  sent  from  Haynes’  Bluff  up  the  Yazoo  River,  meeting  the  enemy 
in  force;  did  not  give  him  battle;  returned  to  Haynes’  Bluff  April 
23.  Gunboat  No.  5  ( Petrel )  and  gunboat  No.  11  (Prairie  Bird ), 
Acting  Master  McElroy  commanding  fleet,  accompanied  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  In  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  Yazoo  City,  in  order  to 
open  fire  on  the  works  from  above,  the  Petrel  was  lost  and  her  crew, 
including  Acting  Master  McElroy,  were  either  killed  or  taken 
prisoners. 


[Telegram.] 

Yazoo  City,  April  21,  186 f. 

(Via  Canton  22d.) 

Enemy,  1,500  strong  (cavalry,  infantry,  and  one  battery),  was  met 
near  Liverpool  last  evening.  After  heavy  skirmishing  for  several 
hours  he  retired  and  remained  inactive.  To-day  not  yet  clearly  de¬ 
veloped  whether  the  expedition  is  against  Yazoo  City  or  railroad; 
unless  he  is  reinforced  we  can  protect  either. 

Fleet  of  gunboats  and  transports  approaching  Yazoo  City  late  this 
evening  was  driven  back  by  battery. 

Wirt  Adams, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  M.  Jack. 
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[Telegram.] 

Demopolis,  April  23,  186A 

Brigadier-General  Wirt  Adams,  commanding  cavalry  on  the  Yazoo 
River,  telegraphs  me  from  Yazoo  City  on  22d  instant,  to  this  effect: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  a  gunboat  to-day  near  this  city. 
While  lying  near  the  shore  she  was  attacked  by  a  section  of  artillery  and  a 
detachment  of  sharpshooters  under  Colonel  Griffith,  who  drove  the  men  from 
their  guns  and  finally  the  crew  from  the  boat.  I  removed  her  fine  armament  of 
eight  24-pounder  guns  and  the  most  valuable  stores  and  had  her  burned  to  the 
water’s  edge.  The  captain  and  pilot  are  prisoners  in  my  hands  and  a  number 
of  the  crew.  My  casualties  are  small. 

L.  Polk, 

Lieutenant-General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ,  Richmond. 


[Telegram.] 

Yazoo  City,  April  23, 1861. 
(Received  Demopolis,  25th.) 

Enemy,  foiled  in  his  purposes,  embarked  his  forces  during  the 
night  22d  and  returned  yesterday  morning  to  Vicksburg.  Have  tele¬ 
graphed  General  Chalmers  shall  not  require  assistance. 

Wirt  Adams, 

B  rig  adier-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  M.  Jack. 


[Telegram.] 


Demopolis,  April  2Jj,  186 A 

Your  dispatch  giving  account  of  Colonel  John  Griffiths’  gallant 
achievement  in  the  capture  of  gunboat  received.  Will  you  be  able 
to  remove  and  secure  the  guns?  Report  the  present  situation  of 
affairs.  General  Chalmers,  with  a  brigade  from  Panola  and  one 
from  Okolona,  with  a  battery  from  Aberdeen,  has  been  ordered  to 
join  you.  Hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  cut  off  enemy’s  retreat  to 
Vicksburg.  Keep  in  communication  with  Chalmers.  Keep  me 
advised  every  six  hours. 

L.  Polk, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Brigadier-General  Wirt  Adams, 

Yazoo  City,  via  Canton. 


General  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Black  River,  April  22, 186 J. 
Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  of  my  doings  by  the  last  light-draft  for 
Alexandria,  just  after  which  the  Choctaw  arrived  at  Red  River  and 
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the  next  morning  the  Lafayette.  The  Choctaw  got  as  far  as  Vicks¬ 
burg,  and,  finding  all  quiet  above,  waited  for  the  Lafayette ,  and  both 
returned  the  next  day. 

Townsend  got  no  farther  than  Natchez,  and  is  now  waiting  there 
until  he  can  get  a  tow  to  tow  him  up.  Greer  got  nearly  to  Vicksburg 
and  Townsend  has  ordered  him  to  return,  at  my  suggestion,  to 
Natchez. 

The  Wilson  arrived  with  ice  and  hay,  coal  and  oats;  the  ice  is 
alongside  the  Red  Rover.  The  Superior  was  fired  on  by  that  rifled 
piece  captured  from  our  army  near  Port  Hudson,  and  no  one  hurt 
or  damage  done.  The  Ouachita  was  at  Bayou  Sara  (so  reported). 
I  sent  Foster  right  off  with  the  Champion  to  convoy  some  boats  bound 
down  and  drive  the  fellows  off.  As  I  heard  no  firing,  I  expect  they 
have  decamped.  I  hope  the  next  time  they  send  out  a  3-inch  rifle 
they  will  send  more  than  a  hundred  men,  which  was  all  that  went, 
and  they  won’t  take  a  full  supply  of  ammunition,  which  they  did. 
The  Lafayette ,  Choctaw ,  Bragg ,  Champion ,  Ouachita ,  and  General 
Price  (when  she  returns)  ought  to  keep  that  place  quiet.  The  tug 
Pansy  has  entirely  given  out,  and  I  was  obliged  to  send  her  to  Cairo 
by  the  New  National ,  which  will  take  up  1,200  barrels  mortar  powder 
and  thus  make  room  for  shell  which  are  now  on  deck.  It  is  my  opin¬ 
ion  that  Mrs.  Acklin  has  been  playing  a  very  deep  game  and  that  she 
is  thoroughly  secesh.  She  had  all  the  time  her  cotton  was  being  re¬ 
moved,  a  company  of  rebels  under  a  captain  guarding  it,  and  had  our 
army  wagons  hauling  it,  and  after  the  rebs  found  out  they  belonged 
to  United  States  they  gobbled  them  all  up  and  Mrs.  Acklin  posted  off 
after  them,  and  I  heard  just  as  I  was  leaving  that  she  had  got  them 
back — new  wagons,  harness,  etc.  This  is  the  talk  at  Red  River. 
Mark  and  Marshall  say  a  great  deal  more,  which  convinces  me  Mrs. 
Acklin  is  still  a  good  rebel.  *  *  * 

I  sent  the  Signal,  Forest  Rose ,  and  St.  Clair  to  Alexandria,  the 
Argosy  to  Fort  De  Russy,  and  have  the  Kenwood  here.  Last  night 
I  heard  firing  and,  supposing  at  Fort  De  Russy,  sent  the  Kenwood 
up,  but  all  was  quiet  there,  and  I  can’t  imagine  where  it  was,  as  it  was 
not  in  the  direction  of  the  Mississippi.  Somebody  has  sent  you  any 
quantity  of  perfume,  a  list  of  which  I  will  enclose.  It  is  stowed 
away.  Do  you  want  any  of  it? 

Won’t  you  please  send  our  officers  and  men  back  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible?  I  have  only  one  rifled  gun’s  crew  and  one  broadside  gun’s 
crew  (white)  on  board.  I  have  stationed  firemen,  contrabands,  etc., 
in  case  of  accident,  which,  with  two  ensigns  and  3  master’s  mates, 

make  up  mv  force.  .  ,  ,  . 

The  river  is  rising  here,  and  inhabitants  say  there  is  no  reason  to 
think  it  won’t  be  high,  although  it  is  late.  I  heard  that  the  Avenger 
had  (rone  to  Cairo  for  repairs.  Ramsay  gives  anything  but  a  flatter- 
in  o-  account  of  her.  I  wrote  to  Captain  Pennock  about  the  Gin- 


cinnati. 

Yours,  respectfully,  etc., 


K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

There  is  a  box  of  ammunition  here  for  you.  I  think  it  is  for  that 
little  rifle  of  yours.  Do  you  want  any  of  it  sent  up  ?  River  rising 
6  inches  a  day  here. 
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Letter  from  Brig  adier-General  Gresham ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant- 

Commander  Shirk,  V.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  convoy  up  the  Tennessee 

River. 

Cairo,  III.,  April  22, 186 A 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  instructions  just  received  from 
Major-General  McPherson,  commanding  Department  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  of  you  a  convoy  to  accompany  an 
expedition  in  my  charge  up  the  Tennessee  River. 

My  command  will  consist  of  at  least  3,000  infantry  and  one  six-gun 
battery,  and  I  will  leave  here  as  soon  as  I  can  get  transportation. 
Be  good  enough  to  inform  me  at  once  whether  you  can  furnish  the 
convoy  and,  if  so,  how  soon. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Q.  Gresham, 

Brigadier-General. 

Captain  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  St.  Louis,  April  22,  186A 
Captain  Pennock  :  It  may  be  for  a  high  public  interest  that  Devoe 
should  have  discretionary  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York.  Please 
send  them. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  April  23, 186 A 

Your  telegram  is  received.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  instructions 
Devoe  has  received  from  the  admiral,  but  I  know  that  the  admiral 
would  not  allow  anything  to  interfere  with  the  high  public  interests. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Major-General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattis  on,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
repairs  to  U .  S.  steamers  Avenger  and  Silver  Cloud,  and  referring 
to  the  movement  of  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  toward 
Alabama. 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  23,  186 A 

Sir  :  The  ram  Avenger  arrived  here  a  few  days  since  in  a  disabled 
condition.  At  the  request  of  the  commanding  officer,  I  ordered  a 
survey  held  upon  her  machinery,  and,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
surveyors,  ordered  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  made  without  delay. 
The  repairs  will  be  completed  by  Friday,  the  29th  instant,  when  I 
will  send  her  to  Red  River. 
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The  commanding  general  at  this  point  informed  me  last  night 
that  General  Forrest,  with  his  forces,  were  moving  toward  Alabama, 
and  that  he  felt  no  immediate  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the 
city.  Four  thousand  men  embrace  the  military  force  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  this  place. 

The  Silver  Cloud  arrived  here  about  four  days  ago,  having  dis¬ 
abled  her  rudder.  A  new  one  has  been  made  and  shipped,  and  she 
will  leave  for  her  cruising  ground  to-morrow. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Prichett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

captured  C onfederate  papers. 

U.  S.  S.  Tyler, 

Mouth  White  River ,  April  23, 186  L 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a  package  con¬ 
taining  letters  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  near  Crockett’s 
Bluff,  White  River,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  M.  Prichett, 
Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 


Extract  1  Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  1825.  J  Shreveport,  La.,  January  19,  186 lj. 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
to  refer  the  within  letters  of  the  chief  of  the  cotton  bureau  to  Mr. 
Jos.  Menard  to  you. 

You  are  aware  Mr.  Menard  has  purchased  about  5,000  bales  of  cot¬ 
ton  east  of  the  Ouachita  River.  The  lieutenant-general  wishes  such 
facilities  to  be  granted  him  by  you  in  accumulating  and  shipping  the 
cotton  as  you  may  deem  consistent  with  the  public  service. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Williamson, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  R.  Taylor. 


[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  East  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  March  12, 186 f. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  St.  John  R.  Liddell, 
commanding  Subdistrict  of  North  Louisiana,  who  will  grant  Mr.  Jos. 
Menard  such  facilities  for  accumulating  and  shipping  the  cotton 
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referred  to  as  lie  deems  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service. 
Mr.  Menard  will  be  permitted  to  use  steamboats,  such  ps  he  may  pro¬ 
cure  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  the  cotton,  at  such  points  on 
the  Ouachita  as  he  may  desire,  from  which  he  can  have  the  cotton 
reshipped  on  such  boats  as  he  may  bring  into  Confederate  lines  for  it. 

But  boats  now  on  waters  within  Confederate  lines  will  not  be 
permitted  to  go  to  any  point  with  the  cotton  where  they  would  be 
in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  they  will  not  be 
permitted  to  go  with  it  out  of  Confederate  lines.  Any  boat  or  boats 
brought  into  Confederate  lines  to  take  Mr.  Menard’s  cotton  out  will 
not  be  permitted  to  have  any  person  or  persons  on  board  excepting 
the  officers  and  crew,  absolutely  required  to  navigate  them,  nor  will 
they  be  permitted  to  bring  any  goods  or  merchandise  for  sale  or  for 
any  other  purpose  into  Confederate  lines.  When  such  boat  or  boats 
reach  the  Confederate  lines  a  guard  will  be  placed  on  board  until  the 
boat  or  boats  are  ready  to  leave  Confederate  lines  for  the  purpose  'of 
enforcing  these  regulations  and  preventing  improper  communication 
with  the  county. 

By  command  of  Major-General  R.  Tavlor. 

A.  H.  Mat, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General  St.  John  R.  Liddell, 

Commanding  Subdistrict  North  Louisiana. 


Headquarters  Subdistrict  or  North  Louisiana, 

Monroe ,  April  9 ,  186 A 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to  en¬ 
close  you  copies  of  the  orders  and  correspondence  relating  to  the 
shipment  of  your  cotton  and  to  say  that  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
him  having  been  removed  by  department  headquarters  you  are  at 
liberty  to  send  out  your  cotton  without  any  further  impediment 
being  placed  in  your  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  Conrad, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Mr.  Jos.  Menard,  or 

Major  Jno.  A.  Buckner, 

Monroe ,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Prichett,  U.S.  Navy,  of  the  return 
to  station  of  U.  S.  steamers  Tyler  and  Queen  City  on  withdrawal 
of  Major-General  Forrest ,  C.  S.  Army ,  from  Tennessee. 

U.  S.  S.  Tyler, 

Mouth  White  River,  April  23,  186 A 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  upon  receiving  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  rebel  General  Forrest  was  threatening  Memphis,  I 
proceeded  there  with  the  Tyler  and  Queen  City.  Finding  that  For¬ 
rest  had  disappeared  and  was  supposed  to  be  on  his  way  to  Alabama. 
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and  no  attack  being  apprehended,  I  have  returned  with  the  vessels 
to  my  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  M.  Prichett, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Request  from  the  citizens  of  Shawneetown ,  III.,  to  Fleet  Captain 
P ennoch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  protection  against  guerrillas. 


Shawneetown,  III.,  April  23,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  At  a  meeting  of  our  citizens  it  was  resolved  to  send  the 
mayor  of  our  town,  Mr.  Hunter,  to  represent  to  you  the  necessity  of 
immediately  sending  a  gunboat  to  this  point  to’  protect  us  and'  the 
country  above  and  below  from  guerrillas,  who  are  now  in  large  force 
on  the  Kentucky  side  of  the  river  and  who  are  evidently  intending  a 
raid  on  our  town,  no  doubt  to  destroy  us.  There  is  also  a  large 
amount  of  Government  forage  here,  also  in  great  danger.  We  trust, 
therefore,  that  you  will  at  once  accede  to  our  wishes.  Mayor  Hunter 
will  explain  more  particularly  our  wants. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


Aaron  B.  Stout, 

D.  W.  Lush, 

J.  McKee  Peeples, 

F.  Le  Rhoades, 

C  ommittee. 


Commodore  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Fergus  Peniston  to  Rear-Admiral,  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  the  restoration  of  cotton  seized  in  the  Ouachita  River. 

New  Orleans,  April  23,  1861. 

Admiral:  W.  S.  Pike  and  myself,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  Ralli,  Benachi  &  Co.,  Greek  subjects,  are  the  owners  of  a  lot  of 
cotton  of  5,400  bales,  situated  on  the  Ouachita  River  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries,  for  which  we  paid,  through  our  agent,  nearly  a  year  ago, 
$1,000,000  in  Confederate  notes.  The  cotton  was  purchased  in  the 
name  of  Ralli,  Benachi  &  Co.,  because  it  would  have  been  seized  by 
the  Confederate  authorities  had  it  been  in  our  names;  the  greater 
portion  belongs  to  Mr.  Pike  and  myself. 

I  have  received  information  that  about  1,000  bales  of  that  cotton, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  marked  F.  P.,  with  the  exception  of  some  lots 
marked  WACO,  J.  S.  C.,  and  perhaps  a  few  other  marks,  were 
taken  and  placed  on  board  the  armed  transports  Nos.  1  and  11,  which 
has  a  barge  in  tow,  and  of  the  Avenger.  Said  cotton  was  placed  on 
the  bank  by  my  agent  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  shipment  to 
this  market  as  soon  as  navigation  would  be  allowed  to  private  boats. 
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I  now  ask  of  you,  admiral,  as  an  act  of  justice  due  to  an  American 
citizen,  that  my  property  be  restored  to  me,  and  that  I  be  allowed  to 
bring-  out  of  the  Ouachita  and  its  tributaries  the  remainder  before 
the  torch  be  applied  to  it  by  the  people  of  that  section. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
Servant, 

Fergus  Peniston. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Major -General  Rosecrans ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Fleet  Captain 
P ennock ,  U .  S.  N avy ,  regarding  measures  for  breaking  up  contra¬ 
band  trade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  d/o.,  April  21h  1861/.. 

Captain:  I  am  satisfied  that  important  public  interests  will  be 
subserved  by  authorizing'  Devoe  to  go  to  New  York  for  the  purpose 
of  pursuing  investigations  into  the  contraband  trade  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  and  probably  into  a  secret  organization  hostile  to  the 
United  States  believed  to  exist  there  as  well  as  here. 

Irom  what  I  judge  of  Admiral  Porter’s  views,  this  mission  and 
the  establishment  of  an  able  officer  or  special  agent  at  Memphis 
would  be  quite  according  to  his  wishes,  and  would,  I  doubt  not,  re¬ 
sult  in  much  benefit  to  the  Government. 

I  therefore  recommend  these  two  measures,  viz : 

1.  That  an  able  secret-service  agent  be  sent  to  Memphis  and  sta- , 
tioned  there. 

2.  That  Devoe  have  orders  to  go  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
following  up  investigations  leading  to  the  authors  of  contraband 
trade  m — or  trade  m  contraband — from  thence  on  the  Mississippi. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 


W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major-General. 


Order  of  Commander  Townsend ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om.- 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  Mississippi 
from  White  River  to  Natchez ,  Miss. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Vicksburg ,  April  186 If. 

Captain  :  Unless  you  consider  it  preeminently  necessary  that  you 
should  remain  at  Natchez,  on  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed  with 
the  Benton  to  Vicksburg  and  take  supervisory  charge  and  control  of 
naval  affairs  on  the  river  from  the  mouth  of  White  River  down  to 
Natchez.  What  I  have  learned  and  what  I  see  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  since  the  division  commanders  left  their  districts  convinces  me 
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that  it  is. indispensable  to  the  well-being  and  efficiency  of  onr  squad¬ 
ron  that  its  able  and  experienced,  judicious  and  reliable  regular  com¬ 
manders  should  not  be  stretched  along  at  such  wide  intervals.  Our 
most  able  and  indomitable  admiral,  far  from  us  in  Red  River,  is  toil¬ 
ing  night  and  day  with  untiring  energy  and  with  an  intelligence  and 
skill  and  a  capacity  for  the  hardest  labor,  both  of  body  and  mind,  that 
few  could  equal  in  battling  with  the  most  serious  natural  obstructions, 
as  well  as  with  the  enemy.  The  demoralization  of  our  surrounding 
army,  crushed  by  the  criminal  incapacity  of  its  leader,  makes  heavier 
the  burden  and  more  disheartening  the  task  that  fate  has  just  now 
imposed  upon  the  admiral.  He  requires  all  the  support  that  our  old 
Navy  brethren  who  are  with  him  can  give.  By  the  force  of  circum¬ 
stances  a  few  of  his  oldest  lieutenants  have  not  been  able  to  join  him. 
We  are  left  to  care  for  matters  on  the  unobstructed  waters  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  we  must  see  to  it  that  affairs  on  the  river  do  not  pro¬ 
claim  too  loudly  the  temporary  absence  of  his  supervising  eye  and 
controlling  hand.  And  naval  affairs  are  going  very  badly  here.  I 
will  not  speak  of  my  suspicions,  but  the  logic  of  events  shows  that  the 
volunteer  commanders  hereabouts  have  been  unequal  to  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  their  position.  They  have  bowed  with  too  deferential  an 
awe  to  the  requests;  they  speak  of  them  as  “orders”  of  the  cotton- 
loving  generals,  and  they  have  been  too  much  flattered  by  the  artful 
attentions,  if  they  have  not  succumbed  to  the  seducing  wiles  of  the 
unprincipled  cotton  speculators.  The  very  atmosphere  of  Vicksburg 
is  reeking  with  corruption.  Unbending  integrity,  courteous  self- 
reliance,  ability,  experience,  and  judgment  are  needed  here.  It  is 
therefore  that  I  give  you  the  order  to  come  to  Vicksburg  and  assume 
command  of  this  long  stretch  of  river.  I  consider  your  immediate 
presence  here  a  prime  necessity,  essential  to  the  fair  fame  and  con¬ 
tinued  high  reputation  of  our  squadron.  I  shall  immediately  inform 
the  admiral  of  these  orders.  If  they  seem  to  him  unnecessary,  he  will 
annul  them.  But  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  issue  them  at  once 
without  waiting  for  the  necessarily  tardy  sanction  of  the  admiral. 
I  trust  and  believe  that  they  will  meet  with  his  high  endorsement 
and  approval. 

Captain  Richardson  will  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  mortifying- 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  Petrel  above  Yazoo  City  on  the  22d 
instant.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  basis  of  the  whole  affair  was 
cotton.  Its  inception  was  corrupt,  its  results  disastrous.  I  have 
asked  Captain  Richardson  to  give  you  a  full  account  of  late  events 
and  the  condition  of  affairs  at  this  place. 

There  is  a  wrecking  company  here,  with  whom  the  admiral  has 
made  a  contract  to  raise  the  sunken  vessels  in  the  Yazoo  and  other 
tributaries  of  the  Mississippi.  Its  representatives,  Messrs.  F aulke  and 
Weaver,  have  the  strongest  kind  of  protective  orders  from  the  ad¬ 
miral.  ’They  are  ready  and  very  anxious  to  commence  their  work  in 
the  Yazoo.  I  tell  them  that  with  the  Petrel  destroyed  and  the  Prairie 
Bird  crippled  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything  now.  When  you  arrive 
you  may  be  able  to  do  something  for  them.  The  Prairie  Bird’s  cylin¬ 
der  was  badly  cracked  by  a  shot.  My  chief  engineer  has  made 
arrangements  so  that  it  will  be  temporarily  repaired  to-morrow. 
When  I  get  up  to  White  River,  if  a  gunboat  can  be  spared  in  that 
district,  I  will  send  one  down  to  you.  I  shall  proceed  on  up  the 
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river,  in  obedience  to  the  admiral’s  order,  as  soon  as  a  suitable  boat 
for  towing  the  Essex  comes  along. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Jth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron ,  TJ.  S.  Ironclad  Benton. 

P.  S. — I  shall  order  the  Prairie  Bird ,  when  repaired,  to  lie  at  the 
mouth  of  the  1  azoo.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  much 
smuggling  of  contraband  goods  to  the  enemy  through  that  channel. 
When  you  arrive  you  will  give  her  such  orders  as  may  seem  fitting  to 
yourself. 


Oiden  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieuienant- 
Commander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  repairs  to  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Gazelle  and  William  II.  Brown. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Black  River,  April  25, 186J1.. 
Dear  Ramsay  :  I  send  you  the  Gazelle  and  Brown  to  be  fixed  up. 
The  latter  has  a  long  list  of  grievances.  If  you  can  fix  her  up  here, 
please  do  so,  and  if  not  send  her  to  Cairo  with  what  she  can  tow.  If 
you  conclude  to  keep  her,  send  here  for  the  carpenters’  shops  and  you 
can  work  all  at  same  time ;  that  is,  if  you  think  to  advantage.  Drive 
on  all  in  your  power. 

You  will  hear  the  news  from  the  bearer. 

lours,  truly,  Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieu  tenant-  C ommander,  C ommanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

ComwMnding  Choctaw. 

The  admiral’s  mail  bag  can  only  go  by  regular  transport  or  gun¬ 
boat  ;  perhaps  the  B.  can  be  fixed  quicker  by  going  to  Cairo. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Fleet  Captain 
Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  nature  of  cooperation  desired 
of  lieutenant -C ommander  Shirk,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  25,  186J. 

Dear  Captain  :  I  send  you  some  letters  for  Red  River,  which  I  beg 
you  will  send  to  the  admiral  by  your  next  regular  boat.  There  is  no 
necessity  of  unusual  expedition. 

I  wish  you  would  notify  Captain  Shirk  that  we  will,  in  May  be 
actively  engaged  beyond  the  Tennessee,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
enemy  will  work  up  along  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  try  and 
cross  the  lennessee  to  attack  my  lines  of  communication.  What  we 
want  is  the  earliest  possible  notice  of  such  movement  sent  to  Nash¬ 
ville  and  also  keep  my  headquarters  here  advised  where  a  gunboat 
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could  be  found  with  which  to  throw  men  across  to  the  west  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  when  necessary. 

For  some  time  McPherson’s  command  will  be  running  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  as  far  as  Clifton,  which  is  the  shortest  line  of  march  to  Pulaski 
and  Decatur.  Please  facilitate  this  movement  all  you  can. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

M a  for-  General ,  G ommanding. 

Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C oonmander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  fur¬ 
ther  orders  before  proceeding  from  his  station  up  the  Mississippi 
River. 

U.-S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  April  25, 186 J. 

Dear  Breese:  I  have  received  an  order  from  Townsend  to  go  to 
Vicksburg  with  this  vessel,  as  he  deems  the  presence  of  a  regular 
naval  officer  there  essential  on  account  of  rascality  that  is  going  on. 
He  orders  me  to  look  out  temporarily  up  as  far  as  White  River. 
This  place  ought  not  to  be  left  without  a  vessel,  and  I  will  wait  till 
I  hear  from  you.  I  have  to  coal,  etc.,  which  will  make  some  delay. 
If  I  go  up  I  must  take  the  tug  to  run  about  in.  Please  answer  soon. 
Captain  Richardson  will  tell  you  of  the  loss  of  the  Petrel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Fourth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 


p.  S. _ Can  not  the  Ouachita  be  spared  for  that  business.  She  has 

the  advantage  of  being  able  to  run  about,  while  this  vessel  is  only  a 
fixture.  This  is  only  a  suggestion,  as  I  presume  she  has  to  be  in  the 
Mississippi  on  account  of  her  draft.  A  moving  vessel  is  what  is 

required.  _  .  ^ 

Jas.  A.  G. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Lvieutenant- 
Commander  Wilson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ouachita, 
to  relieve  the  V.  S.  S.  Benton,  off  Natchez,  Miss. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Black  Hawk, 

Black  River ,  April  25,  186 f. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  Natchez  and  relieve  the  Benton, 
that  she  may  obey  her  orders  from  Captain  Townsend.  Inform  your¬ 
self  as  well  as  possible  of  affairs  in  that  district,  acting  in  your 
cruising  at  your  discretion. 

I  would  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  for  great  activity  m 
cruising,  showing  yourself  as  much  as  possible  in  any  suspicious 
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neighborhood,  and  withal  to  keep  the  importance  of  Natchez,  Cole’s 
Creek,  and  Ellis  Cliffs  in  mind. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  Ouachita. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Nervy ,  transmitting 
prize  list  for  the  capture  of  steamer  Gillum . 

Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Black  River ,  April  26 ,  186 If. 
Sir  :  By  order  of  Admiral  Porter  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here¬ 
with  prize  list  of  the  U.  S.  S.  C  ovington,  for  the  capture  of  the  trans¬ 
port  steamer  Gillum  F ebruary  26,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- 

General  Tuttle,  U.  S.  Army,  previous  to  change  of  station  from 

Natchez  to  Vicksburg . 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  April  27,  186 If. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  vessel,  which 
has  been  stationed  at  this  place  since  its  occupation  by  our  forces, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  weeks  when  absent  on  the  Red  River 
expedition,  has  been  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  for  which  place  I  start 
this  morning.  I  presume  there  will  be  another  vessel  stationed  here, 
but  desire  to  state  that  should  you  at  any  time  deem  it  advisable  for 
military  leasons  to  have  us  here  I  will  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you 
and  will  return  if  it  is  in  my  power. 

I  heard  from  Red  River  last  evening.  General  Banks’  armv  was 
falling  back  to  Alexandria,  which  place  a  portion  had  reached  ‘They 
have  had  fighting  pretty  much  all  the  way.  The  transports  are  all 
below  the  falls.  I  infer  that  the  expedition  has  been  a  most  miserable 
failure. 

With  i  egrets,  general,  that  I  have  been  unable,  on  account  of  ill¬ 
ness,  to  pay  my  respects  in  person. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T .  J ames  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Jfth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron . 

General  Tuttle, 

Commanding  United  States  forces ,  Natchez. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


271 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  /or  repairs  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Judge 
T  orrence. 

Mouth  Black  River,  April  27,  [186  J] . 
Sir  :  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  have  the  Judge  Torrence  repaired 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  If  you  can  not  have  her  repaired  there, 
please  report  the  fact  to  me  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Comnranding  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw. 


General  report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Black  River ,  April  27,  186 4- 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  this  up  by  the  Covington,  Captain  Lord,  who  will 
tell  you  the  state  of  affairs  above.  I  do  not  know  what  steps  Town¬ 
send  has  taken  about  the  Petrel,  but  he  has  ordered  the  Benton  to 
Vicksburg.  I  ordered  the  Ouachita  to  Natchez  to  relieve  the  Benton , 
and  told  Wilson  he  must  keep  on  the  alert  and  move  about  wherever 
and  whenever  he  thought  proper.  Foster  wants  a  light-draft  very 
much  to  move  about;  he  is  at  Bayou  Sara. 

The  Price  has  gone  to  Natchez  for  the  carpenters’  shops  and  Ram¬ 
say  is  to  keep  her  cruising.  Two  weeks,  it  is  thought,  will  be  required 
to  fix  up  the  Gazelle.  The  Brown  has  gone  to  Cairo,  towing  two 
empty  barges.  If  anybody  comes  here  to  go  up  the  Washita  [Oua¬ 
chita]  I  shan’t  let  them  go,  as  I  can  not  give  convoy,  and  it  seems  that 
we  will  require  all  our  force  to  drive,  off  guerrillas,  etc.,  on  the 
traveled  routes. 

I  try  to  keep  a  gunboat  here  with  me,  but  somehow  there  is  always 
something  turns  up  to  take  her  away.  Yesterday  I  sent  up  the 
Kenwood  with  General  Hunter  on  board  and  to  give  convoy  to  Gen¬ 
eral  McClemand  and  his  troops,  which  preceded  the  Kenwood  some 
hours. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  have  my  men  back  from  the  Benefit  if 
they  can  be  spared."  I  understand  she' is  at  Alexandria  doing  nothing. 

Should  you  want  to  send  the  Choctaw  up  the  Yazoo,  she  can  be 
spared  by  my  going  down  there.  I  have  a  coal  barge  here  for  the 
purpose  of  coaling  the  boats  engaged  convoying,  to  save  them  the 
trip  to  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  Judge  Torrence  is  in  a  very  bad  condition  about  the  wheels. 
I  shall  write  Ramsay  to  have  her  repaired  there  if  possible. 

She  requires  entirely  new  frames,  etc.,  for  the  wheels,  and  ]t  is 
reported  by  the  survey  there  is  danger  of  the  wheels  dropping  off. 

jj.  *****  * 

My  boat  that  goes  up  to  you  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  takes 
up  ice. 


272 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


T  forgot  to  tell  you,  a  gorgeous  pink  mosquito  bar  is  one  of  the 
articles  sent  you. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breesei, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sickles ,  77.  S.  Army ,  to  Fleet  Captain 
Pennock ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  services  of  a  vessel  to  visit 
principal  places  on  the  Western  waters. 

Cincinnati,  April  2 8 ,  186  j. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  not  inconvenient  to  the  service,  that 
you  will  place  at  my  disposal  a  suitable  vessel  to  enable  me  to  visit 
the  principal  places  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  and  other  waters  in 
the  military  and  naval  departments  of  the  Southwest  and  South.  I 
shall  visit  Cairo  after  leaving  Nashville.  I  am  authorized  by  the 
President  to  make  this  request  of  the  naval  authorities.  I  shall  be  at 
Louisville  to-morrow,  when  I  hope  to  receive  your  reply. 

D.  Sickles, 

Major -Generate  U.  S.  Army. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock. 


General  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  777.,  April  28, 186 j. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Detached  parties  of  rebels  are  still  in  this 
neighborhood,  on  the  Kentucky  side,  stealing  horses  and  conscripting 
men.  Guerrillas,  said  to  be  in  force,  are  at  work  on  the  Kentucky 
shore,  above  and  below  Shawneetown,  Ill.  Two  boats  have  been  fired 
into,  and  they  threatened  to  cross  over  to  Shawneetown  and  destroy 
the  place.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  handed  me  by  the  mayor.  We 
had  heard  of  the  whereabouts  of  this  band  previous  to  the"  delivery 
of  the  letter,  and  Fitch  had  gone  to  look  after  them.  His  division  is 
now  at  work  within  its  proper  limits.  General  Hurlbut  informs  me 
that  he.  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  are  at  work  up  the  Sandy 
River,  preparing  rafts,  with  guns  mounted  upon  them,  and  other 
means  of  transportation,  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  Tennessee  River. 
Captain  Shirk  is  on  the  lookout  for  them. 

I  last  night  received  a  letter  from  General  Sherman  by  a  special 
messenger,  desiring  me  to  inform  Captain  Shirk  that  he  will  be,  in 
May,  actively  engaged  beyond  the  Tennessee,  and  that  he  has  no 
doubt  the  enemy  will  work  up  along  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad 
and  try  to  cross'  the  Tennessee  to  attack  his  lines  of  communication. 
What  he  wants  is  the  earliest  possible  notice  of  such  a  movement,  and 
also  to  be  advised  where  gunboats  can  be  found  with  which  to  throw 
men  across  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee  when  necessary.  He 
says  that  for  some  time  McPherson’s  command  will  be  moving  up 
the  Tennessee  as  far  as  Clifton,  which  is  the  shortest  line  of  march 
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to  Pulaski  and  Decatur.  He  concludes  by  requesting  me  to  facilitate 
this  movement  all  that  I  can. 

McPherson  s  troops  will  be  convoyed  by  our  gunboats.  Captain 
Shirk  informs  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  do  all  that  is 
absolutely  necessary  without  an  increase  of  force.  I  have  ordered 
the  Elfin  to  report  to  him.  The  Paw  P aw ,  rotten  as  she  is,  will  have 
to  hold  on  to  her  station  for  the  present.  It  will  never  do  to  leave 
Paducah,  under  existing  circumstances,  without  one  or  two  gunboats. 

I  am  obliged  to  keep  the  N aiad ,  Acting  Master  Iveene,  cruising  up 
the  river  from*  Mound  City,  and  the  Nymph  remains  at  Mound  City 
for  the  protection  of  that  place  and  ready  for  any  emergency.  The 
White  Bose ,  now  the  Siren,  being  the  largest  of  the  stern- wheel  boats 
purchased  by  Mr.  Gilman,  I  have  converted,  by  your  order,  into  a 
temporary  receiving  ship.  The  Undine  is  nearly  ready  for  service, 
minus  a  crew.  _  She  has  not  more  than  8  men  on  board. 

The  T ensas  is  stationed  at  Cairo  at  night  to  look  out  for  the  wharf 
boat  and  inspection  boat.  These  two  boats  I  shall  move  to  Mound 
City  as  soon  as  the  levee  is  prepared  for  them,  which  will  be  in  a  few 
days,  if  we  have  fair  weather. 

The  Winnebago  is  here,  and  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  her  ready 
for  service.  Her  stores  are  on  board  and  she  is  now  being  coaled. 
I  have  placed  Acting  Master  Megathlin  in  temporary  charge  of  her. 
I  have  men  enough  for  her,  sent  from  the  Army,  but  they  have  not 
yet  been  mustered  out  of  service  and  paid  off,  which  trammels  me  not 
a  little. 

The  Fairy  is  at  present  cruising  between  New  Madrid  and  Osceola. 
The  New  Era  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison  to 
convoy  the  Ike  Hammitt  from  Fort  Pillow  to  the  nearest  gunboat, 
which  somewhat  interfered  with  my  plans.  I  am  well  satisfied  that 
the  order  was  given  with  the  best  of  motives.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  and  a  copy  of  his  answer. 
The  repairs  to  the  New  Era ,  mentioned  in  my  letter,  were  speedily 
made,  and  she  returned  to  her  station. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill,  whom,  as  I  informed  you 
in  my  last  letter,  I  had  attached  to  the  station  at  Mound  City,  received 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  22d,  detaching  him 
from  this  squadron  and  ordering  him  to  Philadelphia.  I  feel  his 
loss,  as  I  am  all  alone  again. 

Previous  to  Fitch’s  departure  from  here  for  his  station  I  heard 
that  guerrillas  had  possession  of  Hickman,  and  I  sent  him  with  the 
Moose ,  Hastings ,  and  Reindeer  and  a  detachment  of  marines  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Stillman  to  drive  them  out  and  to  bring 
away  such  Union  men  as  desired  to  leave,  with  their  property,  and 
to  inform  the  inhabitants  that  if  the  transports  or  any  other  boats 
were  fired  upon  from  that  place  they  must  bear  the  consequences. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Fitch’s  report.  A  delegation  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  consisting  of  Senator  Wade  of  Ohio, 
Representative  Gooch  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  secretary,  arrived  here 
on  the  22d.  They  were  sent  out  to  investigate  the  Fort  Pillow  affair 
and  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  stories  of  the  massacre  of  our 
troops.  They  examined  most  of  the  wounded  soldiers  who  were 
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brought  from  Fort  Pillow  to  the  Mound  City  hospital ;  also  General 
Hurlbut,  who  is  here,  and  General  Brayman  and  his  staff ;  also  Shirk 
and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  during  F or- 
rest’s  raid  into  western  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  I  think  Shirk  and 
myself  made  a  creditable  record  and  that  the  reputation  of  the  squad¬ 
ron  in  this  vicinity  will  not  suffer  by  the  report  of  the  committee. 

After  two  days’  investigation  they  found  it  necessary  to  go  to 
Memphis,  and  I  ordered  the  Hastings  to  take  them  down.  They 
visited  Fort  Pillow,  gunboat  New  Era ,  and  Memphis,  and  returned 
here  this  afternoon.  As  soon  as  the  Hastings  can  coal,  if  nothing 
further  occurs  in  this  vicinity,  I  will  send  her  to  White  River,  as  I 
have  before  mentioned.  Fitch  informed  me  that  he  met  the  New 
National  on  his  return  from  F'ort  Pillow  and.  sent  you  an  official 
report  of  his  doings  at  that  place  and  in  the  vicinity.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  stating  that  General  Brayman  has  cooperated  with  us  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability.  Shirk  and  Fitch  have  been  very  active,  and 
have  done  all  that  men  could  do. 

During  their  sojourn  at  Mound  City,  Messrs.  Wade  and  Gooch,  and 
Mr.  Long,  their  secretary,  stayed  with  Shirk  and  myself. 

I  have  been  very  anxious  to  carry  out  your  orders,  and  hope  that 
where  circumstances  have  occurred  to  prevent  my  doing  so  as  speedily 
as  possible  you  will  approve  the  course  I  have  pursued. 

I  have  much  more  to  say  to  you,  but  must  close  to  send  off  Mr. 
Burns,  your  special  messenger,  with  a  dispatch  just  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  some  from  General  Sherman  to  you. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Report  of.  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  awaiting 
instructions  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Curlew,  carrying  surveying 
party. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 
Mississippi  River ,  April  28 ,  186 A 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  surveying  party  now 
on  board  the  Curlew  at  Grand  Gulf  have  about  finished  their  work 
there  and  are  ready  to  go  farther  down  the  river.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  allow  the  Curlew  to  leave  the 
important  point  of  Grand  Gulf  without  a  vessel  and  have  directed 
her  to  remain  there  until  further  orders  from  you. 

The  rebels  show  themselves  there  at  times,  and  I  am  pretty  sure 
we  would  have  transports  fired  upon  were  it  not  for  the  presence  of 
a  gunboat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comclr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  strike  of 
shipbuilding  mechanics  at  Mound  City ,  III. 

Mound  City,  III.,  April  29 ,  186. C 

Dear  Admiral:  As  the  steamer  on  board  of  which  I  intended  to 
send  your  special  bearer  of  dispatches  has  not  arrived,  and  when  she 
does  come  she  is  to  be  loaded  with  troops,  I  have  decided  to  send 
him  down  on  board  the  Hastings.  The  commanding  officer  has 
orders  to  proceed  up  Red  River  until  he  meets  the  Black  Hawk ,  when 
he  will  report  to  Captain  Breese  for  further  instructions  if  you  are 
not  present. 

I  was  called  upon  some  time  since  by  a  deputation  of  the  mechanics 
of  this  station  who  presented  a  written  request  that  I  would  raise 
their  wages.  I  told  them  that  they  had  made  the  same  application  to 
you  and  that  they  had  also  made  an  application  direct  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  which  he  had  returned  to  you  for  your  action;  that 
I  had  no  doubt  they  would  receive  such  wages  as  were  being  paid  at 
the  neighboring  cities;  that  you  had  not  been  unmindful  of  their 
interests;  that  the  whole  matter  was  subject  to  your  decision;  and 
that  I  would  in  all  probability  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you  had  an 
opportunity  and  time  to  write  to  me  on  the  subject.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  I  was  called  upon  to  know  if  I  had  heard  from  you  on  the 
subject.  I  replied  that  time  sufficient  had  not  elapsed  for  me  to 
receive  your  reply,  which  seemed  to  satisfy  them.  About  the  18th, 
at  1  p.  m.,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mound  City  stating  that  the 
workmen  had  struck.  It  seemed  to  me  as  though  they  had  selected  a 
time  when  all  my  energies  were  taxed  to  meet  the  emergencies  that 
were  then  occurring  to  force  me  to  do  that  which  I  had  told  them 
only  a  few  days  before  was  in  your  hands  and  would  meet  with  proper 
consideration  from  you. 

I  considered  their  action  disrespectful  to  you  and  to  myself  and 
expressive  of  a  want  of  confidence  in  your  sense  of  justice.  I  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  yield,  and  informed  [them]  that  what  I  could  not  grant 
before  the  strike  I  had  neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  grant 
afterwards,  and  that  no  action  would  be  taken  until  I  heard  from  you. 

After  a  lapse  of  two  or  three  days  a  few  returned  to  work,  and  we 
now  have  a  respectable  number  of  joiners,  all  the  machinists,  two  or 
three  calkers,  two  or  three  painters,  plenty  of  laborers,  but  no  ship 

carpenters  at  work.  .  _ 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  Mr.  Friganza  and  Mr.  I  aulk- 
ner  stood  by  me  like  men,  and  were  entirely  unaware  of  the  men’s 

intentions  until  they  struck.  . 

The  foremen  and  quartermen,  with  one  exception,  did  not  strike, 
but  took  tools  in  their  hands  and  went  to  work. 

All  the  mechanics  who  have  not  returned  to  work  have  been  dis¬ 
charged.  I  have  not  heard  from  you  direct  for  a  long  time,  but  I 
know  what  you  have  had  to  contend  with.  Breese  has  kept  me  well 
posted.  I  feel  gratified  at  the  dispatch  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  has  sent  you,  and  have  sanguine  hope  that  all  will  result  well. 

I  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  our  dispatch  boat 
would  leave  on  the  1st,  and  asked  if  he  had  any  dispatches  for  you, 
as  I  did  not  know  that  I  could  communicate  with  you  for  sometime 
afterwards. 
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He  replied  that  he  had  no  other  communication  for  you  besides 
that  of  the  26th,  which  Mr.  Burns  takes'  to  you.  I  will  send  the 
Nymph  to  you  to-morrow  or  next  day.  It  will  weaken  me,  but  I 
can  not  bear  the  idea  of  detaining  vessels  for  work  on  the  upper 
river  when  I  know  you  require  them  and  are  anxious  to  have  them 
with  you. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

A.  M.  Pen  nock. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  /Squadron . 


[Telegram.] 


Lookout  Valley,  April  29 ,  186 If. 
The  gunboat  will  be  ready  to  leave  Bridgeport  to  go  down  the 
river  early  to-morrow  morning. 

Joseph  Hooker, 

M  ajor-Generol. 

Brigadier-General  Whipple. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

information  regarding  the  landing  of  contraband  goods  by  steamer 

Grey  Eagle ,  April  28,  186 If.  ' 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  Apnl  30, 186If. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  F.  Richardson  in  regard  to  the 
capture  of  contraband  goods  on  the  28th  instant. 

The  articles  are  now  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

When  the  Grey  Eagle  passed  up  her  captain  came  on  board  and 
asked  if  there  was  a  gunboat  near  Stamp’s  Landing,  as  he  had  a  lady 
passenger  who  wanted  to  land  there.  I  told  him  the  Price  was  going 
up  in  a  few  moments,  but  he  could  land  the  lady  if  her  pass  was 
right. 

I  am  confident  the  captain  knew  nothing  of  the  articles  landed,  as 
they  were  in  a  trunk  and  valise,  but  the  Treasury  aid  must  have 
known,  as  it  is  his  duty  to  examine  all  baggage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding  Third  District. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  April  28,  186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  while  proceeding  toward 
Black  Hawk  Point,  on  this  river,  at  2  o’clock  this  afternoon,  a  re- 
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port  was  made  to  me  that  the  steamboat  Grey  Eagle ,  which  was  only 
a  short  distance  ahead  of  us,  had  landed  a  woman,  with  sundry 
trunks  and  packages,  at  Stamp’s  Landing,  which  we  were  then  pass¬ 
ing.  I  immediately  landed  the  Price ,  and  upon  diligently  searching 
the  baggage  found  it  to  contain  a  trunk  of  dry  goods  and  medicines, 
a  package  of  4  boxes  sulphate  morphine,  a  valise  containing  valuable 
medicines,  and  cases  containing  24  pairs  ladies’  shoes.  It  is  claimed 
by  the  woman  (Miss  Gillespie)  as  being  her  own  property,  she  hav¬ 
ing  bought  the  same  in  New  Orleans,  from  whence  she  has  just 
arrived  per  Grey  Eagle. 

Believing  it  important  that  you  should  be  immediately  informed 
of  the  circumstances  attending  this  case,  I  have  immediately  re¬ 
turned  to  Bed  River,  to  place  the  case  before  you  and  to  receive  such 
advice  upon  the  subject  as  you  may  deem  advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Richardson, 

A  cting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Third  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Ouachita,  referring  to  the  movement  of  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Hurricane  Island,  April  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  just  learned  that  you  have  arrived  in  this  district. 
I  was  expecting  you,  for  I  had  heard  from  Captain  Breese  that  you 
were  ordered.  Will  you  please  let  me  know  how  much  coal  there  is 
at  Natchez,  for  I  presume  the  Hammitt  has  left  at  least  one  barge 
there. 

I  wrote  to  Captain  Breese  asking  that  the  Torrence  might  be  sent 
there  to  look  out  for  barges,  etc.  When  the  river  falls,  those  on  the 
Louisiana  side  will  have  to  be  watched  well  that  they  do  not  get  on 
a  shelving  bank  that  is  there  and  will  finally  have  to  be  taken  to  the 
other  side.  If  our-  towboats  bound  up  can  take  any,  get  rid  of  them. 
On  my  way  up  the  river  I  saw  one  of  our  navy  barges  near  Cole’s 
[Creek]  Point  tied  to  the  bank  on  the  Mississippi  side.  How  it  got 
there  I  do  not  know.  I  told  the  Rattler  to  take  it  to  Natchez ;  but  as 
it  was  dark,  she  did  not  succeed  in  getting  it  out.  Will  you  please 
take  it  down?  When  at  Natchez  you  are  likely  to  be  troubled  some 
by  the  people  asking  protection  to  have  their  cotton  shipped.  My 
rule  is.  if  it  is  in  the  Fourth  District,  to  afford  it,  if  their  papers  are 
all  right  and  if  it  is  perfectly  convenient  to  do  so.  If  below  Natchez, 
I  refer  them  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  boat  at  Ellis  Cliffs  or  to 
Captain  Ramsay., 

You  will  find' Judge  Hart,  the  Treasury  agent,  and  Mr.  Burnet,  the 
agent  for  the  plantations,  somewhat  troublesome.  They  each  have  an 
idea  that  cotton  is  the  one  great  thing  for  which  we  live.  Should  you 
be  brought  in  contact  with  them,  be  on  your  guard.  Please  keep  me 
advised  of  all  occurrences  in  this  district,  but  should  anything  in  your 
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opinion  require  immediate  reporting  to  the  admiral  without  the  for¬ 
mality  of  going  through  the  division,  commander,  do  so  at  once,  send¬ 
ing  me  a  copy  of  report.  My  address  will  be  off  Vicksburg  or  mouth 
of  Yazoo  River. 

Please  let  me  know  the  nature  of  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer. 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  J+th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Ouachita. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese ,  U'.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  master  of 
steamer  Benefit  to  tow  the  U.  S.  S.  Juliet  to  Cairo,  III. 

Mouth  of  Black  River,  April  30.  1864 • 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  steamer  Benefit  and  proceed  to 
Cairo  with  her,  towing  the  Juliet. 

On  your  arrival  at  Cairo  you  will  report  to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 
commandant  of  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Iv.  R.  Breese.], 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  C ommanding . 

Mr.  T.  G.  Boone, 

Commanding  Steamer  Benefit ,  Mouth  Black  River ;  La. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ,  Chattanooga ,  April  30,  1864- 
One  gunboat  is  now  done  and  three  more  are  nearly  ready.  If  the 
admiral  can  send  us  commanders,  petty  officers,  and  engineers  we  can 
undertake  to  supply  here  the  crews.  We  also  can  supply  provisions 
and  all  material;  also  guns  and  ammunition  of  army  pattern.  I  want 
the  river  above  Mussel  Shoals  patrolled  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  will 
set  free  one  local  garrison. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
Major- General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo,  III. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Kentucky. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  III.,  May  1,  1864. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Paducah  say¬ 
ing  that  the  colonel  commanding  there  has  ordered  all  public  prop¬ 
erty  at  that  place  removed  into  boats  preparatory  to  an  attack.  I 
sent  the  N aiacl  up  with  Shirk,  who  is  quite  unwell,  and  gave  him 
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orders  to  retain  her  there  or  in  that  neighborhood,  if  he  finds  it  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  do  so. 

I  believe  that,  the  object  of  the  enemy  is  to  try  to  cut  off  Sherman’s 
communication  higher  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  to  prevent  or 
retard  the  passage  of  McPherson’s  Corps,  who  are  moving  up  from 
here  every  day. 

It  is  considered  of  the  greatest  importance  that  McPherson’s 
troops  should  be  pushed  forward  with  all  dispatch,  and,  if  possible, 
without  interruption.  I  shall  use  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  for¬ 
ward  this  movement  and  to  meet  at  the  same  time  the  constantly 
occurring  emergencies  which  we  shall  have  as  long  as  rebels  remain 
in  western  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

General  Sherman  telegraphed  me  from  Chattanooga  on  the  30th 
that  one  gunboat  is  now  done  and  three  more  are  nearly  ready,  and 
that  if  you  can  send  him  commanders,  petty  officers,  and  engineers  he 
will  undertake  to  supply  the  crews,  provisions,  and  all  material ;  also 
guns  and  ammunition  of  army  pattern.  He  adds  that  he  wants  the 
river  above  Mussel  Shoals  patrolled  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  will 
set  free  one  local  garrison. 

I  have  telegraphed  to  Fitch  telling  him  to  go  ahead  with  your  in¬ 
structions,  and  that  I  will  give  him  any  assistance  he  may  require. 

The  rebels  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have  been  strongly  rein¬ 
forced,  I  doubt  not,  but  the  exact  location  of  their  main  body  is  very 
doubtful.  Of  course,  we  are  dependent  upon  army  scouts  for  this 
kind  of  information.  I  do  not  intend  to  allow  vague  rumors  or 
reports  to  influence  my  actions. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the  Fairy  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  his  engines  are  becoming  daily  more  and  more  out  of 
line,  and  the  steam  pipe  connected  with  his  doctor  engine  is  actually 
unsafe. 

I  shall  order  him  to  this  place  for  repairs,  and  have  them  done  as 
speedily  as  possible.  I  consider  her  services  more  important  from 
Columbus  up  to  the  Tennessee  than  where  she  now  is,  which  was  only 
a  temporary  arrangement  to  meet  the  emergency  that  occurred. 

The  guerrillas  are  getting  thick  between  here  and  Paducah,  and 
Shirk  and  myself  both  think  that  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  convoy 
the  boats  carrying  troops  and  Government  stores  from  here  to 

£1  cl  11 C  cl  ll 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 

p.  g. _ 3  p.  m.— I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Paducah  say- 

ino-  that  a  flao-  of  truce  was  sent  to  the  fort  there  at  12  o’clock  to-day. 

A.  M.  P. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
naval  station  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Memphis ,  Tenn.,  May  1 ,  186 4- 

gIE :  Since  my  last  report  there  have  been  three  carpenters  and  one 
blacksmith  employed  at  this  station  working  upon  the  ram  Avenger 
and  fitting  up  an  ice  house.  The  repairs  on  the  Avenger  were  com¬ 
pleted  last  night  and  she  has  been  dispatched  to  Red  River. 
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The  Wilson  has  arrived  here  with  a  large  tow  of  cotton  and  will 
proceed  to  Cairo  this  day  at  noon. 

The  greater  part  of  the  ammunition  belonging  to  the  Tuscumbia , 
stored  in  the  yard,  has  been  sent  to  Fort  Pickering  and  placed  in  the 
magazine  of  the  fort  for  safe-keeping;  the  balance  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  transportation  can  be  procured. 

There  are  remaining  on  hand  about  15,000  bushels  of  coal  at  this 
station. 

Yesterday  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  left  this 
place  in  search  of  the  rebel  general,  Forrest. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant-C ommandef.  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Gre’er ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  ref  erring'  to  the 
destruction  of  the  77.  S.jS.  Petrel  at  Yazoo  City. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Yichsburg ,  May  £,  186V 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  instruc¬ 
tions  from  Commander  Towmsend  I  came  to  this  place  and  have  been 
having  an  eye  to  matters  here. 

It  is  pretty  reliably  ascertained  that  the  Petrel  was  burned  by  the 
rebels  at  Yazoo  City  after  they  had  removed  her  guns  and  stores. 
The  guns,  it  is  said,  have  been  taken  to  Canton,  Miss.  Why  I  can 
not  understand,  unless  to  have  them  in  a  place  where  they  will  be 
more  safe  until  they  can  fix  field  carriages  for  them. 

General  Slocum  has  arrived  and  taken  command  and  seems  to  be 
of  a  different  style  from  the  cotton-loving  generals.  He  has  with¬ 
drawn  the  troops  from  the  Yazoo,  where  they  were  only  protecting 
cotton  speculators. 

A  force  of  some  size  will  leave  this  in  two  days  to  occupy  the  rebel 
cavalry  in  this  State,  while  an  expedition  from  Memphis  will  go  after 
Forrest. 

General  Slocum  was  desirdus  of  having  two  boats  go  up  the  Yazoo 
to  make  a  feint  with  one  or  two  transports,  but  I  told  him  I  could 
not  do  it,  and  especially  as  the  force  to  spare  was  not  in  my  hands. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  particular  necessity  for  this  part  of  the 
program.  As  a  large  portion  of  the  garrison  will  go  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion  I  shall  remain  here  unless  called  away  by  something  important. 

There  are  rumors  of  a  battery  at  or  near  Perkins’  plantation.  I 
have  directed  the  Curlew  to  see  after  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  lyth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  Tl.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  En¬ 
sign  Chambers,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Prairie  Bird, 
regarding  blockade  duty  at  the  mouth  of  Yazoo  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg,  May  2,  1864.. 

^  Sir  :  You  will,  until  further  orders,  remain  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazoo  with  the  Prairie  Bird.  You  will  permit  no  vessel  to  go  into 
that  stream  for  the  purpose  of  trade.  In  fact,  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  land  at  the  military  posts  and  on  service  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  army.  You  will  require  from  the  commanders  of 
boats  going  up  the  Yazoo  a  certificate  to  this  effect : 

I,  - ,  master  of  the  steamboat  - ,  do  certify  on  honor  that  I  will 

land  this  boat  at  no  point  on  the  Yazoo  River  unless  at  a  military  post,  or 
while  under  the  protection  of  a  gunboat ;  also  that  the  boat  is  in  the  exclusive 
employ  of  the  Government. 

Should  a  boat  violate  this  promise,  you  will,  if  you  have  positive 
information  of  it,  seize  her  and  make  report  in  full  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps,  now  in  command  from  Vicksburg  up.  Be  cour¬ 
teous  in  your  dealings  with  these  men,  but  firm.  This  order  does  not 
refer  to  the  Marine  Brigade  or  to  boats  loaded  with  troops  going  on 
an  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4-th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chambers, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Prairie  Bird. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  captain 
of  steamer  8.  C.  Baker ,  regarding  duty  for  that  vessel. 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  2,  \1864]. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cairo,  taking  with  you  all  the  empty 
barges  at  this  place  and  on  the  way  up  that  you  can  tow.  On  your 
arrival,  you  will  report  to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  fleet  captain  and 
commandant  of  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding. 

Captain  Halliday, 

Commanding  Steamer  8.  C.  Baker ,  Mouth  Red  River ,  La. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ .  8.  Navy,  to  the  captain 
of  steamer  Ike  Hammitt,  regarding  duty  for  that  vessel. 

Mouth  Red  River,  La.,  May  2,  \1861f \. 
Sir:  You  will  take  in  tow  the  barge  of  cotton  and  empty  barges 
which  will  be  delivered  to  you  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Cairo, 
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Ill.  On  your  arrival  at  that  place,  you  will  report  to  Captain  A.  M. 
Pennock,  commandant  of  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant -  G ommander ,  0 ommanding. 

Captain  Boyd, 

Steamer  Ike  Hammitt ,  Month  Red  River ,  La. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant -G ommander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Nojvy ,  to  Fleet 
Captain  Pennock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  captured  cotton. 

Mouth  Red  River,  d/ay  A  [/?&£]. 

Sir:  I  send  up  by  the  Ike  Hammitt  a  barge  loaded  with  cotton,  be¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  that  captured  on  the  Red  and  Ouachita  Rivers.  I 
do  not  know  the  number  of  bales  contained  in  the  barge,  not  having 
the  account  in  my  possession. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  G ommanding. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Wright ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ram 
Avenger. 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  d,  [186J]. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  coal  barges  in  tow  to  the  mouth  of 
Black  River  and  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander.  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  A.  Wright. 

Commanding  Ram  A  venger . 


Order  of  Lieutenant -C ommander  Breese ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Doming ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Gen¬ 
eral  Bragg  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Tunica  Bend. 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  3,  [1861]. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Tunica  Bend  with  your  vessel,  where  you  will  re¬ 
main  until  further  orders.  Report  your  arrival  to  Captain  Foster  by 
first  boat  going  down.  Exercise  "all  your  vigilance  in  regard  to 
guerrilla  parties  and  such  else  as  may  be  of  advantage  to  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  Dominy, 

Commanding  (General.  Bragg. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  3.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Wilson ,  TJ.  3.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  3.  3.  Ouachita , 
regarding  repairs  to  that  vessel .. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  3  [15£§|. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  at  Natchez  and  will  send  up  an  engineer 
officer  with  requisitions  for  a  shaft  and  for  whatever  else  you  may 
require  to  complete  all  necessary  repairs  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  U.  3.  3.  Ouachita ,  off  Natchez ,  Miss. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C 'ommander  Greer ,  Z7.  3.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Laning ,  V .  3.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  3.  3.  Rat¬ 
tler,  enjoining  care  of  the  wreck  of  the  Indianola. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg ,  May  3,  186 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  with  usual  reports,  etc.,  is  re¬ 
ceived.  From  the  accounts  of  the  condition  of  the  rivers  above,  I 
would  not  be  surprised  if  you  had  water  enough  to  get  the  Indianola 
off.  I  believe  you  need  about  6  feet  more  rise  from  to-day.  I  will 
try  and  be  down  to  you  about  the  right  time,  as  our  force  may  be  of 
some  assistance..  In  regard  to  going  to  the  assistance  of  threatened 
military  posts,  you  must  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  protection  and 
care  of  the  Indianola  is  your  especial  duty.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
forces  have  been  scattered  about  to  protect  the  cotton  speculators, 
and  that  they  have  done  so  with  the  expectation  that  you  would  be 
ever  ready  to  answer  their  call.  I  wish  you  would  undeceive  the 
officers  in'  command  of  the  troops.  I  have  long  since  learned  that 
the  class  of  troops  now  in  your  neighborhood  are  not  to  be  relied 
upon  at  all,  and  that  they  are  very  easily  frightened.  If  you  can  at 
any  time  do  any  damage  to  the  enemy,  always  having  an  eye  to  the 
Indianola,  do  so. 

You  can  permit  steamers  to  land  at  military  posts  in  case  of  emer¬ 
gency,  and  solely  on  duty  connected  with  them.  Will  you  let  me 
know  the  number  of  soldiers  at  each  of  the  detached  posts  and  why 
they  are  there.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  new  commander  here 
(General  Slocum)  to  it.  He  is,  I  think,  a  different  man  from  many 
of  our  cotton-loving  generals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  fth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  TJ.  3.  3.  Rattler. 
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Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes ,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  referring  to  detailed 

reconnoissance  in  the  Mississippi  River  from  Rodney  to  Point 

Pleasant. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Curlew, 

Grand  Gulf ,  May  3,  1861. 

Admiral  :  I  have  not  received  from  you  a  reply  to  m37  last  two  let¬ 
ters  of  April  5  and  15,  but  perhaps  you  never  got  them  and  they  were 
miscarried.  I  repeat,  therefore,  by  to-day’s  packet,  that  I  have  done 
here  all  that  can  be  done,  and  that  I  have  employed  my  time  since  I 
finished  the  topographic  and  hydrographic  sheet  of  Grand  Gulf  in 
making  a  detailed  reconnoissance  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  Rod¬ 
ney  upward  to  Point  Pleasant  (near  Jeff.  Davis’s  plantation).  This 
reconnoissance  is  quite  reliable,  and,  if  extended,  I  think  would  be 
very  useful  to  you  and  3'Our  division  commanders,  as  it  contains  a 
very  close  sketch  of  the  topography,  on  both  sides,  of  all  the  houses, 
names,  water  courses,  and  landings,  with  indication  of  roads,  etc. 
Of  course,  the  bearings  were  all  taken  by  surveyor’s  compass  only, 
but  I  guarantee  a  reasonable  correctness  and  near  approximation  to 
reality.  I  would  like  to  have  the  same  extended  down  to  Waterproof 
and  upward,  more  toward  Vicksburg,  but  Captain  Greer  desires  the 
Curlew  not  to  leave  here  for  more  than  a  couple  of  hours  at  a  time, 
and  for  this  reason  I  have  to  discontinue. 

If  you  can  possibly  relieve  me  from  this  station  I  should  be  very 
glad.  I  feel  anxious  to  finish  the  commenced  work  at  Cairo,  and  in 
all  probability  the  points  there  will  soon  be  lost  and  with  them  much 
of  the  labor  of  last  winter.  Besides,  it  will  require  nearly  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season  to  complete  that  map.  I  hope  you  may  be 
able  to  let  me  keep  the  Curlew. 

I  have  made  copies  of  all  1113"  work  for  you,  and  beg  you  to  direct 
me  either  to  keep  them  for  you  or  where  to  send  them.  Will  you 
also  permit  me  to  forward  my  originals  of  Grand  Gulf  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  or  shall  I  send  pro  tern  only  copies  to  the  superintendent  and 
keep  the  originals  for  your  inspection  ? 

Most  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Gerdes, 

Assistant,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Fleet ,  mouth  of  Red  River. 


General  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennoch ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Office  Mississippi  Sqltadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  April  [d/ay]  h,  1861 

Dear  Admiral:  I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  April  23. 
I  well  understand  the  trying  situation  in  which  you  are  placed,  but 
know  that  you  are  equal  to  it  and  have  an  abiding  faith  that  all  will 
yet  end  well.  The  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  the  26th  ultimo 
settles  the  fact  that  neither  Banks’  nor  Smith’s  forces  are  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  river.  Fearing  that  the  dispatch  sent  by  Mr.  Burns 
may  not  have  reached  you  I  send  a  duplicate. 

Dunn  will  start  in  the  Robb  in  the  morning  with  a  large  amount 
of  money  and  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  send  the  Naiad  in  com- 
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pany,  as  it  is  reported  that  boats  are  being  fired  upon  all  along  below 
Memphis. 

The  Naiad  will  report  to  Breese  at  the  mouth  of  Bed  Biver.  No 
new  gunboats  have  come  from  Cincinnati  since  my  last  report.  I 
informed  you  on  the  1st  that  a  flag  of  truce  had  been  sent  into  Padu¬ 
cah.  That  night  Shirk  telegraphed  me  that  if  the  enemy  attacked 
it  would  be  in  force.  He  urged  the  necessity  of  having  a  gunboat 
there  that  had  long-range  guns  on  board. 

Fortunately  the  repairs  on  the  Hastings  were  completed  and  I  sent 
her  up  to  him  that  night.  Troops  also  went  up  from  here.  If  the 
rebels  intended  to  make  the  attack,  they  thought  that  discretion  was 
the  better  part  of  valor  and  did  not  do  so. 

I  do  not  think  that  a  garrison  will  again  be  put  in  Fort  Pillow. 

The  Vindicator  has  not  yet  arrived.  As  soon  as  she  comes  I  will 
hurry  her  along. 

Breese  writes  me  that  there  are  plenty  of  provisions  at  Bed  Biver, 
and  not  to  send  any  more  until  he  lets  me  know. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  that  you  had  detained  the  towboats  below  I 
ordered  Boggs  to  charter  the  very  best  he  could  find.  Three  boats 
have  recently  left  here,  towing  five  barges  each  for  Bed  Biver. 

We  are  still  pushing  up  McPherson’s  corps,  and  all  the  boats  have 
to  be  convoyed. 

The  Fairy  has  arrived,  and  I  will  keep  her  here,  in  accordance 
with  your  instructions. 

I  received  a  telegram  from  Major-General  Sickles  a  few  days  ago, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  answer. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

A.  M.  Pennock. 

P.  S. — Paymaster  Davis  has  been  ordered  out  here  to  relieve  Pay¬ 
master  May,  and  as  May  had  no  idea  that  it  was  contemplated  to 
relieve  him,  Dunn  and  Gilman  think  that  they  also  may  be  relieved 
when  they  least  expect  it.  They  desire  to  remain  on  this  station  as 
long  as  you  command  it. 

A.  M.  P. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Self  ridge,  U.  S.  IJavy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Osage ,  regarding  captured  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage,  May  4-,  1864- 

Sir:  Having  kept  no  memorandum  of  the  cotton  captured  down 
the  river,  I  am  unable  to  answer  your  enquiry. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  we  brought  up  on  the  Ouachita  about 
620  bales,  the  Lexington  about  350  bales,  the  Gazelle  about  85  bales. 

The  amounts  taken  from  the  different  plantations  were  entered 
upon  the  log  book  of  the  Ouachita. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-G ommander  Smith ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe ,  regarding  captured  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Above  Alexandria  Falls,  La.,  May  d,  186  L 

Sir  :  All  the  cotton  taken  on  board  this  vessel  while  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Couthouy,  as  shown  in 
the  log  book,  and  in  which  statement  several  officers  questioned  agree, 
amounted  to  7  bales  in  all,  5  of  which  were  received  from  Point 
Breeze,  La.,  opposite  to  Fort  Adams,  Miss.,  on  February  4,  1864,  and 
2  more  from  the  same  place  on  February  6,  1864. 

Nothing  is  known  on  board  the  vessel,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  of  the  14  bales  of  cotton  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant  as  having  been  captured  from  a  Mrs.  Howell,  about  11 
miles,  as  you  informed  me,  above  Alexandria.  La.  On  the  9th  of 
April,  1864,  two  days  after  going  above  Grand  Ecore,  La.,  this  vessel, 
under  my  command,  captured  11  bales  of  cotton  at  a  place  that  was 
deserted  on  the  left  bank  of  this  river,  no  persons,  white  or  black, 
being  in  view,  and  the  houses  somewhat  damaged. 

Very  respectfully, 

Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Alexandria,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transportation  of  ma¬ 
terials  for  construction  of  gunboats  at  Bridgeport. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 

May  5 ,  186 L 

The  railroad  from  Nashville  to  Bridgeport  will  carry  anything 
needed  for  the  gunboats  with  dispatch.  Let  the  officer  charged  with 
the  business  apply  to  Colonel  Donaldson,  chief  quartermaster,  at 
Nashville.  Spare  weight  and  bulk  as  much  as  possible,  as  our  rail¬ 
road  is  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio . 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  PennocJc,  V .  S.  Navy,  referring  to  dispatch 
forwarded  to  the  Department,  and  movements  of  U.  S.  steamers. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  May  6, 186 1^. 

Dear  Admiral:  Mr.  Heap  arrived  last  night  and  left  for  Wash¬ 
ington  in  the  early  train  this  morning.  He  left  a  lengthy  dispatch 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  he  said  you  ordered  him  to  write, 
and  left  it  for  me  to  forward,  which  I  did  this  morning. 
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Phelps  has  taken  the  Hastings ,  and  the  Kenwood  will  return  to¬ 
night,  as  ordered  by  Breese. 

To  enable  Shirk  to  accomplish  the  convoy  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps  and  keep  at  the  same  time  two  gunboats  at  Paducah,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  send  the  TJndine  to  report  to  him  temporarily.  I  write 
in  haste. 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Pilot  Birch , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon ,  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 
Cairo ,  III. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 , 186V 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  carrying  the 
guard  flag  forward  and  stopping  at  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  simply 
to  communicate  with  them,  and  in  no  case  must  you  be  delayed  over 
five  minutes,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  you  should  reach  Cairo 
as  soon  as  possible.  Should  any  officers  be  inclined  to  stop  you  longer, 
show  them  this  order  and  report  the  delay  to  me  hereafter. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding. 

Pilot  R.  E.  Birch, 

Commanding  General  Lyon. 


Order  of  C ommodore  Hull ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Engineer  Missimer ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  take  the  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw  to  Cairo ,  III. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  7, 186If.. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Chief  Engineer  King  you  will  proceed  in 
the  gunboat  Chickasaw  to  Cairo,  keeping  a  log  of  the  passage,  and 
after  she  has  been  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  there  you  will 
return  to  your  duty  at  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  J-  B.  Hull, 

Commodore ,  Superintending . 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  H.  Missimer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
conditions  observed  in  expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Cairo. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo ,  III.,  May  7, 186 V 

Sir  :  On  the  way  up  in  the  Kenwood  I  gave  directions  stopping  gun¬ 
boats  from  entering  the  Yazoo  or  Arkansas  rivers,  and  also  prevent¬ 
ing  cotton  and  trading  boats  from  going  up  the  former.  It  appears 
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that  army  boats  are  required  to  go  up  to  the  force  at  Snyder’s  Bluff. 
I  shall  be  down  there  in  a  day  or  two.  From  Vicksburg  here  there 
was  no  enemy  along  the  river  itself.  At  Memphis  a  force  had  been 
mounted,  taking  all  the  horses  to  be  found,  and  sent  out  after  I  orrest, 
and  Captain  Pattison  told  me  that  it  was  reported  to  have  been  de¬ 
feated.  The  Winnebago  is  here  ready,  except  in  the  matter  of  crew, 
for  service.  I  should  much  like  to  have  her  somewhere  within  my 
control,  so  as  to  be  able  to  bring  her  to  bear  in  the  event  of  further 
demonstrations  along  the  river,  and  if  you  should  need  her  to  clear 
out  the  river  below  you  I  could  run  down  in  her  and  vent  some  of  the 
ill  will  I  owe  the  enemy  there  on  account  of  the  fight  after  blowing 
up  the  East  fort.  She  is  not  a  vessel  one  would  like  to  have  much  to 
do  with,  save  when  in  a  fight,  where  I  think  she  would  do  good 
service. 

General  Steele  has  been  driven  back  upon  Little  Bock  and  has 
met  with  some  loss,  more  especially  in  the  way  of  wagons.  I  think 
the  rebels  are  now  well  supplied  with  a  train. 

There  are  in  the  river  from  here  to  Vicksburg  the  following  ves¬ 
sels  only,  viz:  Fort  Pillow,  New  Era;  Memphis,  Essex  and  Silver 
Cloud,  both  repairing;  White  River  and  Arkansas,  Queen  City,  Fawn , 
and  Naumkeag  ;  mouth  of  White  River,  Tyler;  Gaines  Landing. 
Romeo;  Skipwith’s  Landing,  Exchange;  Yazoo,  Prairie  Bird.  I 
shall  go  down  with  [the]  Hastings.  It  appears  that  there  are  no 
vessels  here  preparing  that  can  be  added  to  this  slender  list.  I  have 
little  to  report  in  regard  to  the  vessels.  We  hurried  up  with  the 
Kenwood  not  to  delay  Mr.  Heap.  I  am  told  that  the  Fort  Pillow 
committee  went  back  to  Washington  violently  anti-Banks  and 
strongly  pro-Navy. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

L  ie  ute  n  ant-  Commander. 

•  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Richardson,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
General  Price ,  to  guard  against  guerrillas  at  Tunica  Bend,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  8, 186V 
Sir  :  Proceed  to  Tunica  Bend  and  with  your  vessel  guard  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  river  against  the  depredations  of  the  guerrillas.  It  is 
reported  there  is  a  3-inch  rifle  piece,  recently  captured  from  our 
army,  in  that  vicinity  and  that  it  is  brought  to  the  bank  and  fired  into 
passing  boats. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richardson, 

Commanding  General  Price. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  captain  of 
steamer  Meteor ,  regarding  transmission  of  document  to  command¬ 
ing  general  at  New  Orleans. 


U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 
Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  9 ,  [1864]  ■ 

.  .  Proceed  v  ithout  delay  to  Port  Hudson,  hand  the  accompany¬ 

ing  document  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  will  return  you  its 
contents,  which  you  will,  with  all  dispatch,  hand  to  the  commanding 
general  at  New  Orleans,  after  reporting  your  arrival  to  Commodore 
Palmer.  Should  Commodore  Palmer  keep  your  vessel  at  New 
Orleans,  ask  him  to  please  send  our  pilot  up  by  first  opportunity. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Commanding  Officer  of  Meteor. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Breese ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officer  at  Port  Hudson ,  forwarding  dispatches. 

U.  S.  S.  [Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  9 ,  [186  .f] . 

Sir  :  The  following  dispatches  have  just  been  received  and  are  very 
important,  and  I  therefore  trust  you  to  telegraph  them  to  New 
Orleans  and  to  hand  them  back  to  the  bearer  to  take  to  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Black  Hawk. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Port  Hudson. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Breese ,  U .  8.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officer  at  New  Orleans ,  forwarding  dispatches  from  Mayor-General 
Banks ,  V.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  [Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  9 ,  [186 If  \ . 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  dispatches  just  received  from  General 
Banks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Black  Hawk. 

Commanding  Officer, 

New  Orleans. 

I  have  not  time  to  write,  and  have  requested  Commodore  Palmer, 
I  having  written  to  him,  to  inform  you  of  the  situation  of  affairs. 

K.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant-C  ommander. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  com¬ 
manding  general  at  New  Orleans ,  forwarding  dispatch  from 
Major-General  Banks ,  Z7.  $.  Army. 


u.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  9 ,  [i56G]. 

Sir:  The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  General 
Banks,  to  be  sent  to  Cairo,  Ill. : 


No.  2.] 

Astor.  goods  very  immediately  relieved  ninth  dam  eighth  she  may  the  wed¬ 
lock  Sheffields  sup' cherub  against  Berlin  there  the  completed  hang  barber  up 
crowd  be  and  shall  the  time  very  hard  for  we  instant  will  to. 

Conwat. 


Major  Eckert, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lieu  tenant-  C omnx  ander , 


[K.  R.  Breese], 

U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 


Commanding  General, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  transfer  of 
Government  property  from  Cairo  to  Mound  City,  III. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  May  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  moved 
the  naval  wharf  boat  and  the  inspection  boat  Ahraham _  from  Cairo, 
Ill.,  to  this  place,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  admiral.  Nearly 
all  the  Government  property  has  now  been  concentrated  at  this 
place. 

The  arrangement  for  the  mail  will,  for  the  present,  remain  as 
heretofore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  May  9,  1864- 

The  Chickasaw  left  for  Cairo  yesterday  morning. 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Commodore,  Superintending. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain,  etc.,  Cairo. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  'proceed  to  Fort  Adams ,  Miss. 

.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

blag  ship  Black  Hawk,  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  10, 186  A 

Dear  Greer  :  The  admiral  wants  you  to  go  to  Fort  Adams  and  lay 
there  until  he  can  get  the  Neosho  up  to  relieve  you. 

Grant  has  licked  Lee  out  of  his  boots,  so  rumor  sa3^s.  Nothing 
official,  and  I  am  too  glad  to  get  the  admiral  back,  though  sick 
Yours,  truly, 

Breese 

The  captain  of  Champion  will  explain  affairs. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-C ommander  Breese ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major 
Boatright,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  recruiting  station  at  mouth  of 
Red  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River,  La.,  May  10,  186 lh 
Sir:  I  regret  that  you  should  have  established  yourself  on  shore 
at  this  place,  and  that  you  did  not  receive  the  message  I  sent  you 
to  prevent  such  a  course  of  proceeding.  You  will,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this,  strike  your  tent  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to 
leave. 

_  I  will  send  you  across  the  river  above  or  below  Red  River  and 
give  you  such  protection  as  I  can,  but  as  it  would  be  but  nominal, 
I  should  not  advise  it. 

Please  state  to  your  commanding  officer  my  regret  at  not  being 
able  to  permit  you  to  open  a  recruiting  station  here.  This  place  is 
the  principal  recruiting  station  for  the  Navy,  and  we  do  not  get 
sufficient  for  our  wants.  It  is  also  our  principal  depot  for  coal  and 
stores.  The  workshops,  etc.,  of  the  fleet  are  here,  thus  presenting 
sufficient  attractions  to  the  rebels  without  the  addition  of  your 
party ;  and  from  the  very  reduced  state  of  the  squadron  at  this  point, 
I  find  I  have  already  enough  on  my  hands  to  look  out  for. 

Regretting  that  I  am  unable  to  forward  the  views  of  General 
Thomas,  and  with  the  request  that  you  will  inform  him  of  the  above, 
and  that  the  matter  will  be  referred  bj^  me  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[K.  R.  Breese], 

Lieutenant- G ommander ,  Commanding. 
Major  W.  W.  Boatright,  U.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Richardson,  LJ .  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8. 
General  Price,  calling  attention  to  orders. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  10,  [186 A). 
Sir  :  I  learn  with  surprise  that  you  are  not  on  the  Mississippi  proper 
near  Tunica  Bend,  as  my  instructions  to  you  ordered  you  should  be. 
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I  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of  carrying:  out  my  orders, 
and  let  nothing  divert  you  to  side  enterprises  that  will  take  you  away 
from  the  locality  where  artillery  may  be  brought  in. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richardson, 

Commanding  General  Price. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  course 
pursued  by  him  in  cotton  transactions  and  transmitting  newspaper 
clipping  containing  accusations  against  him. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cricket, 

Off  Alexandria ,  La .,  May  if,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  came  across  the  enclosed  article  in  a  Western  paper,  and 
although  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  noticing  newspaper  paragraphs, 
I  deemed  this  one  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  me  in  making 
an  explanation  to  the  Department,  the  reflections  on  me  coming  from 
the  highest  legislative  body  in  the  land,  whose  good  opinion  I  am 
unwilling  to  forfeit.  Fortunately  neither  my  name,  nor  that  of  any 
officer  under  my  command,  has  ever  been  connected  with  cotton,  which 
has  led  so  many  men  astray  from  their  duties,  nor  do  I  think  it  ever 
will  be.  When  I  came  into  this  river  the  rebels  commenced  burning 
cotton,  as  they  always  have  done  when  our  forces  have  appeared,  and 
I  ordered  all  cotton  found  lying  along  the  banks  of  the  river  to  be 
taken  charge  of,  to  be  sent  to  Cairo  for  adjudication  when  it  was  the 
property  of  the  rebel  Government  or  its  officers,  and  to  be  receipted 
for  when  the  property  of  private  individuals.  When  private  indi¬ 
viduals  (loyal)  made  objections  to  the  cotton  being  taken,  saying  that 
they  had  no  fear  of  its  being  molested,  it  was  not  troubled,  and  was 
generally  burned. 

In  all  cases  where  persons  came  to  me  with  claims,  I  either  de¬ 
livered  the  cotton  to  them  or  gave  them  receipts  for  it,  instructing 
them  how  to  get  it  in  Cairo  without  being  put  to  the  expense  even  of 
transportation. 

Applications  were  daily  made  to  me  to  take  possession  of  cotton, 
the  parties  being  willing  to  abandon  it  to  the  Navy,  all  of  which 
applications  I  declined  acceding  to,  not  intending  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  matters  of  a  private  nature,  and  not  having  the  means  of 
transportation.  On  my  arrival  here  I  found  a  storehouse  filled  with 
C.  S.  A.  cotton,  among  which  were  three  lots  (formerly  rebel  cotton, 
evidently)  claimed  by  private  individuals.  When  satisfied  that  they 
had  paid  for  the  cotton,  I  returned  it  to  them,  or  gave  them  the 
necessary  document  to  enable  them  to  get  it.  In  all  cases  the  fairest 
dealings  have  existed  toward  all  persons,  which  everyone  here  inter¬ 
ested  will  acknowledge,  and  if  some  of  those  concerned  may  have  to 
go  to  Cairo  to  secure  their  rights,  they  are  well  satisfied  to  have 
escaped  from  the  indiscriminate  seizure  which  was  made  by  the  Army. 
I  deemed  that  I  had  a  right  to  take  all  rebel  Government  cotton,  or 
that  of  persons  in  arms  against  the  Union,  for  this  is  truly  an  enemy’s 
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country  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  to  have  left  the  means  of 
carrying  on  war  in  their  hands  would  have  been  anything  but 
patriotic. 

When  the  army  came  here,  I  gave  an  order  to  touch  no  more  cot¬ 
ton,  and  to  respect  the  rights  of  every  individual,  considering  it 
nothing  but  right  that  everyone  should  trade  with  their  own  prop- 
erty  in  accordance  with  the  President’s  proclamation  (excepting  the 
rebel  Government  and  its  aiders  and  abettors)  ;  besides,  I  have  more 
important  matters  to  attend  to,  and  have  no  desire  to  have  my  name 
associated  with  complaints  which  daily  reach  my  ears. 

I  have  no  fear  that  the  Department  will  ever  doubt  the  propriety 
of  my  course,  but  make  these  explanations  that  Members  of  the  Senate, 
amongst  whom  I  have  some  friends  whose  good  opinion  I  highly 
value,  may  understand  my  true  position.  I  would  not  walk  ten  steps 
out  of  the  way  of  my  duty  for  all  the  cotton  in  the  South,  and  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  have  never  been  afflicted  with  the  mania,  which 
lias  led  some  prominent  men  astray  from  more  important  duties. 

Great  injustice  has  been  done  to  many  parties  here,  but  with  that 
I  have  nothing  to  do,  and  hope  that  my  name  may  never  be  asso¬ 
ciated  with  these  transactions. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  not  one  instance  occurred  since  we  entered 
this  river  where  officer  or  man  failed  to  respect  private  rights.  They 
never  entered  a  house  without  orders  or  took  so  much  as  an  egg  with¬ 
out  permission  of  the  owner,  and  paying  for  it,  all  of  which  is  required 
by  general  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure — Newspaper  clipping.] 

Tlxe  Red  River  affair  in  the  Senate. 

In  a  report  of  the  “ sayings  and  doings”  in  the  United  States 
Senate  on  April  29  we  find  the  following: 

Mr.  [John  B.]  Henderson  offered  a  joint  resolution  to  provide  for 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  commission,  of  which  Major-General 
McDowell  was  president,  to  examine  into  cotton  speculations  and 
frauds  on  the  part  of  officers  in  the  West. 

A  modification  of  Mr.  [James  W.]  Grimes,  requesting  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War  to  transmit  the  report,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  [James  H.]  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  words  “if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests  ”  were  added. 

An  amendment  of  Mr.  Grimes,  requesting  all  information  touch¬ 
ing  the  persons  supposed  to  be  implicated  in  the  report,  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  [Henry]  Wilson,  [William  P.]  Fessenden,  and  others 
thought  the  resolution  had  best  not  be  adopted  now. 

Mr.  Henderson  said  information  on  the  subject  was  desired  now, 
as  it  would  bear  on  the  bill  pending  before  this  body  and  this  was 
the  only  authentic  way  to  obtain  it.  He  had  read  letters  the  last  three 
days  from  Red  River,  saying  that  our  defeat  there  was  on  account 
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of  speculations.  The  cavalry  in  advance  on  that  occasion,  3,000  men, 
had  200  wagons,  which  became  entangled  and  confused  and  brought 
on  disaster. 

Mr.  Wilson  wanted  to  know  if  the  Senator  charged  the  Red  River 
expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  cotton. 

Mr.  Henderson  said  no  such  thing ;  he  merely  wished  to  know  what 
this  brigade  of  cavalry  wanted  with  265  wagons  and  mules.  It  was 
to  gather  up  the  products  of  the  country. 

Mr.  [John]  Conness  stated,  on  what  lie  considered  the  highest  au¬ 
thority,  that  these  wagons  were  part  of  the  regular  train  of  the  army 
and,  whatever  might  have  been  the  defect  of  generalship  which 
brought  them  there,  the  statement  that  they  were  intended  to  bring 
in  cotton  was  not  correct. 

Mr.  Henderson  made  no  charges  himself,  but  it  was  singular  that 
the  disaster  had  followed  the  statement  indicated  by  the  newspaper 
writers.  He  read  a  letter  from  Grand  Ecore,  dated  four  days  before 
the  battle,  alleging  a  conflict  of  authority  between  General  Banks  and 
Admiral  Porter,  and  stating  that  the  latter  was  seizing  cotton  on  land 
as  naval  prizes,  and  predicting  disaster. 

Mr.  Conness  denounced  the  statement  read  as  a  cruel  and  base 
slander  on  Admiral  Porter,  which  he  had  the  highest  authority  for 
denying. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 


letter  from  Hon.  John  Conness  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  defending  the 

reputation  of  the  latter. 

Washington,  May  31 ,  186 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  May  11  came  duly,  but  until  now  I  had 
not  time  to  acknowledge  its  receipt. 

I  had  been  favored  with  access  to  a  confidential  letter  to  the  Navy 
Department,  written  by  you  shortly  after  the  fatal  result  of  General 
Banks’  expedition  to  the  Red  River,  and  I  knew  that  so  brave  a  man 
and  so  distinguished  an  officer  as  yourself  could  not  have  degraded 
himself  for  paltry  gain. 

That  your  reputation  should  have  been  brought  in  question  upon 
the  mere  statement  of  a  news  correspondent,  only  shows  how  little  the 
highest  reputation  is  worth  in  a  period  of  such  demoralization  as 
the  one  we  are  unfortunately  in. 

I  but  followed  a  plain  instinct  in  the  few  words  said  by  me  in  your 
defense,  but  the  antidote  was  equal  to  the  case,  and  expept  a  restate¬ 
ment  in  the  Missouri  Democrat  of  the  slander,  I  have  not  heard  of  it 
since.  Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  though  unknown  to  you,  your 
reputation  as  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  national  defenders  is  as  dear 
to  me  as  the  apple  of  my  eye. 

Wishing  you  long  life,  and  still  accumulating  honors, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Conness. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lie  u  tenant-  C  om/mander  Fitch ,  U.S.  Navy ,  regarding  prog¬ 
ress  on  vessels  under  construction  for  the  Army  at  Bridgeport , 

Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Naval  Rendezvous, 
Cincinnati ,  Ohio,  May  11,  186  L 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boats  building  at  Bridge¬ 
port  are  progressing  very  slowly,  not  near  so  fast  as  desirable.  The 
great  delays  seem  to  have  been  the  want  of  material  and  workmen. 
The  iron  for  the  plating,  also,  has  not  been  furnished  by  the  Army 
as  fast  as  desired ;  in  fact,  I  could  not  get  much  satisfaction  in  regard 
to  the  iron  till  I  saw  General  Allen  at  Louisville;  from  him  I  got 
an  order  to  cover  everything,  even  to  the  outfit.  His  order  was  to 
purchase  whatever  was  needed  here  or  elsewhere,  and  send  the  bills 
to  his  office  at  Louisville  for  payment. 

I  have  contracted  with  Messrs.  Swift  &  Co.,  of  this  place,  for  the 
iron,  part  of  it,  one  lot,  will  be  delivered  this  week. 

There  are  no  ironworkers  at  Bridgeport,  nor  tools  for  cutting  and 
fitting  the  iron.  I  will  therefore  take  over  with  me  the  ironworkers 
from  here,  and  their  tools,  after  they  have  finished  the  two  boats  now 
being  fitted  at  this  place,  which  I  think  will  be  in  about  eight  or  ten 
days.  I  hope  to  have  two  of  the  Tennessee  boats  in  commission  in 
about  two  weeks.  Three  of  the  boats  are  in  the  water,  two  have  been 
on  trial  trips  to  try  the  machinery,  the  fourth  will  be  launched  in  a 
few  days.  For  the  other  two,  to  complete  the  six,  I  will  have  to  take 
a  couple  of  the  stern-wheel  transports. 

Captain  Edwards,  who  has  had  the  construction  of  the  boats,  and 
in  charge  of  the  work,  does  not  wish  to  do  any  more  than  merely  fit 
the  boats  as  transports  and  then  turn  them  over  to  us  for  completion 
as  gunboats.  I  will  therefore  take  total  charge  of  them  at  once.  He 
will,  of  course,  or  rather  General  Allen,  furnish  us  with  material  and 
workmen  to  go  on  with  the  work. 

The  outfits  I  have  already  ordered;  they  will  be  ready  this  week 
and  shipped  by  rail  direct ;  the  guns  I  will  send  over  in  a  few  days. 

General  Sherman  has  directed  the  quartermasters  at  Louisville 
and  Nashville  to  furnish  the  most  speedy  transportation  possible, 
and  I  will  hurry  up  matters. 

Captain  Pennock  at  Cairo  is  rendering  me  all  assistance  in  getting 
the  guns  ready  for  shipment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- C  ommander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Phelps ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  stating  suspicions  regarding 
speculation  in  cotton. 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Of  Vicksburg ,  May  11,  186 f. 

Sir  :  The  order  which  I  gave  the  Prairie  Bird,  and  which  you  in 
our  conversation  on  the  subject  approved,  in  regard  to  not  allowing 
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any  trading  vessels  to  go  up  the  Yazoo,  is  stirring  the  cotton  specu¬ 
lators  up  very  much.  I  feel  convinced  from  what  I  can  hear 
(although  I  can  get  hold  of  nothing  tangible)  that  some  of  our 
light-draft  gunboat  commanders  are  not  free  from  corruption.  I 
make  no  charge  against  any  one,  but  think  they  need  watching,  hence 
this  letter.  If  you  could  take  a  run  down  to  this  place  I  think  you 
would  be  able  to  see  for  yourself.  I  leave  for  Natchez  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4-th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Fifth  District ,  etc.,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Admiral  Porter.  It  was  a  suspicion  with¬ 
out  proof  of  the  contents  of  this  note  that  led  me,  when  I  turned 
back  from  White  River  to  take  the  Winnebago  to  Red  River,  to 
direct  Captain  Prichett  to  run  down  as  far  as  Vicksburg  and  see  what 
was  going  on.  I  have  received  no  report  from  Captain  Prichett  and 
learn  that  he  has  gone  aAvay.  The  presumption  is  that  he  learned 
nothing,  as  I  might,  have  anticipated'  would  happen  in  sending  him 
on  such  duty.  This  letter  is  confidential,  but  not  in  the  sense  that 
precludes  my  sending  it  to  you  for  your  private  information,  and  as 
an  aid  to  you  in  directing  the  affairs  of  the  fleet, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  May  11,  1864- 
(Received  Washington  12:30  a.  m.,  12th.) 
Major-General  Canby  left  for  Red  River  at  1 :  30  o’clock  to-day  on 
board  the  fastest  of  our  naval  dispatch  boats. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from-  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Prichett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  information  regarding 
obstructions  to  navigation  by  the  enemy  in  White  River. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

On  board  dispatch  boat  Wilson,  May  12,  1864. 
Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  communicate  to  General  Wash¬ 
burn,  commanding  at  Memphis, ,  and  to  General  Buford,  at  Helena, 
any  information  that  you  obtain  in  relation  to  movements  of  the1 
enemy  that,  have  for  their  object  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation 
of  White  River  or  the  interruption  of  General  Steele’s  communica¬ 
tions  with  the  Mississippi.  Please  advise  bearers  of  dispatches  or 
other  persons  having  charge  that  all  official  communications  from 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


297 


the  Department  of  Arkansas  for  Major-General  Sherman  or  for  me 
be  forwarded  to  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Vicksburg, 
Miss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Prichett,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District ,  etc.,  mouth  of  Red  River. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Fitz¬ 
patrick :,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw ,  regarding 

the  first  duty  for  that  vessel. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  May  12, 186Jj. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  river  with  all  dispatch  with  the 
vessel  under  your  command  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
K.  R.  Breese,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk,  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  who  will  give  you  further  instructions,  he 
having  them  from  the  admiral. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  above  instructions  be  car¬ 
ried  out  to  the  letter  and  without  a  moment’s  delay. 

You  will  so  inform  all  commanding  officers  who  may  stop  you,  and 
will  tell  them  that  your  orders  are  on  no  account  to  be  interfered 
with. 

On  the  way  down  you  will  carry  the  guard  flag. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain-  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  James  Fitzpatrick,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw ,  Mound  City,  III. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  En¬ 
sign  O'1  N rill,  U.  S.  Navy ,  calling  attention  to  infringement  of 
general  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 
Mississippi  River,  May  12,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  understand  you  have  been  permitting  a  citizen  to  stay  on 
board  your  vessel.  If  so,  you  will  please  inform  me  why  you  have 
acted  contrary  to  the  admiral’s  instructions  as  well  as  mine.  Allow 
no  citizen  to  go  on  board  your  vessel. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  steamer  Robert  Emmet  has  been 
lying  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  trading,  etc.,  for  several  days. 
Why  is  this?  The  law  is  explicit.  No  boat  can  land  unless  under 
the  guns  of  a  gunboat.  Read  your  general  orders.  I  have  not  yet 
received  your  reports  of  deaths  and  punishments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  fth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 


298 


NAVAL  FOKCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-0 omnmander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Ensign  Chambers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  granting  'permission  for  steamer 
Cheek  to  proceed  up  the  Yazoo  River. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  13 ,  [A&G]- 
Sir  :  If,  upon  the  information  you  have,  you  deem  that  the  steam¬ 
boat  Cheek  can  safely  pass  up  the  Yazoo  River,  not  to  go  beyond  our 
forces  on  shore  or  the  Marine  Brigade  afloat,  you  can  pass  her  with¬ 
out  cargo  of  any  kind,  unless  in  the  meantime  (that  is,  since  Captain 
Greer  left)  you  should  have  received  instructions  to  the  contrary 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  commanding  the  district,  in 
which  case  this  pass  is  null  and  void. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

IAeu tenant-  C omm  an  der ,  Comman  d ing. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chambers, 

Commanding  Prairie  Bird. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Richardson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
General  Price. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Hawk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  13,  [186 If]. 
Sir:  The  Gazelle  will  relieve  you  and  you  [will]  come  up  along¬ 
side  the  blacksmith  shop  immediately  and  complete  your  repairs. 
Inform  Captain  Thatcher  of  what  is  going  on  in  your  neighborhood. 
Your  absence  from  your  station  as  explained  is  perfectly  and  most 
satisfactory. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  _  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Commanding. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richardson, 

Commanding  General  Price. 


Letter  ftom  T.  J.  Edwards  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding 
seizure  of  cotton  from  loyal  citizens  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  May  14,  1864. 
Sir:  Some  weeks  ago,  immediately  after  the  capture  of  Fort  De 
fussy,  on  Red  River,  I  wrote  to  Admiral  Porter  in  regard  to  certain 
lots  of  cotton  that  his  fleet  had  taken  on  Red  River  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  De  Russy  belonging  to  loyal  persons,  but  as  yet  I  have  received 
no  answer,  and  fearing  that  he  may  have  reported  the  cotton  thus 
taken  from  loyal  persons  as  being  captured,  I,  as  the  authorized  agent 
of  those  loyal  persons,  have  concluded  to  write  to  you  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  and  in  their  names  asking  for  the  release  of  theircotton 
I  am  a  native  of  this  State  and  a  resident  of  the  Parish  of 
Avoyelles.  My  family  and  friends  have  ever  been  persecuted  by  the 
rebels  on  account  of  our  well-known  loyalty  to  the  United  States 
Government.  My  father  was  brutally  murdered  by  the  rebels  on 
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the  11th  day  of  May,  1862,  and  I  was  shot  through  the  right  breast 
by  the  same  parties  for  upholding  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government,  and  I  was  compelled  to  leave  my  home,  and  I  have  ever 
since  been  a  refugee  until  last  March,  when,  after  the  capture  of  Fort 
De  Russy,  on  Red  River,  I  again  returned  home. 

There  were  143  bales  of  cotton  taken  which  belonged  to  loyal  per¬ 
sons.  Those  persons  have  ever  been  loyal,  and  in  their  names,  and 
in  the  name  of  truth  and  justice,  I  ask  of  you  to  instruct  Admiral 
Porter  to  release  the  above  number  of  bales  of  cotton  to  me.  The 
cotton  was  taken  at  their  respective  premises,  and  they  were  all  at 
their  homes  with  the  exception  of  Fielding  Edwards,  who  was,  and 
is  now,  a  prisoner  in  the  rebel  hands  at  Shreveport,  La.  His  only 
crime  is  Unionism,  and  Admiral  Porter  is  well  aware  of  the  loyalty 
of  our  family  and  friends.  I  trust  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hear¬ 
ing  from  you,  and  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  see  justice  done. 

I  send  you  in  the  within  a  list  *  of  the  names  of  the  owners  of  the 
cotton  and  the  number  of  bales  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  T.  J.  Edavards. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  I).  C . 

[1st  endorsement.] 

Mr.  T.  J.  Edwards,  the  writer  of  the  foregoing  letter,  is  a  highly 
respected,  honorable,  and  intelligent  Union  man.  His  statements 
with  regard  to  his  devotion  to  the  Union  are  true ;  indeed,  he  is  one 
of  the  best  Union  men  in  the  State. 

Michael  Hahn, 
Governor  of  Louisiana. 


[2nd  endorsement.] 

If  cotton  has  been  captured  by  the  Navy,  it  has  been  or  will  be 
undoubtedly  turned  over  to  the  court  for  adjudication..  The  Navy 
Department  was  not  cognizant  of  the  matter.  Write  Admiral 
Porter. 

J.  L. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Master  Thatcher ,  II.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Gazelle,  to 
proceed  to  Tunica  Bend,  La. 

U.  S.  [S.  Black  Haavk], 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  11,  [186  lf\. 

Sir  :  Proceed  down  the  river  to  Tunica  Bend,  Avhere  you  will  find 

the  General  Price. 

Inform  yourself  of  Captain  Richardson’s  orders  and  information, 
and  remain  until  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander ,  C ommanding . 

Acting  Master  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gazelle. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  preparation  of  the  U .  S. 
steamers  Chickasaw  and  Vindicator. 


Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  May  1J+,  186 if. 

Dear  Breese:  I  have  gotten  the  Chickasaw  off  as  soon  as  I  could, 
and  in  doing  so  have  taken  every  man  out  of  the  receiving  ship  and 
have  stripped  the  Undine  and  Fairy  of  all  the  men  that  could  pos¬ 
sibly  be  spared.  The  Chickasaw  has  no  gunner,  and  I  have  none  to 
send.  I  advise  you  before  putting  her  under  a  battery  to  put  on  board 
of  her  a  gunner  or  a  first-rate  gunner’s  mate. 

I  am  straining  every  nerve  to  give  you  all  the  help  I  can. 

The  Vindicator  is  being  coppered,  and  we  are  working  upon  her 
every  hour  daily  that  we  have.  She  will  be  completed  in  three  or 
four  days,  and  I  will  send  her  down  as  soon  as  men  enough  can  be 
found  to  fight  two  of  her  guns. 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  clay  of  tinclads  is  over,  and  we  must 
have  something  more  substantial  for  the  work  to  be  done  below. 

No  tinclads  have  arrived  from  Cincinnati  since  I  last  wrote. 

We  need  here  five  or  six  more  strong  mules  for  the  work  in  the 
yard.  Please  don’t  send  small  ones. 

The  news  from  the  East  is  glorious.  I  enclose  a  dispatch  received 
last  night  from  the  Government  telegraph  operator  at  Cairo. 

We  moved  the  wharf  boat  and  inspection  boat  from  Cairo  to  this 
place  on  the  9th. 

The  upper  Missouri  is  reported  as  rising  to  almost  full  banks,  and 
1  ciiTi  informed  that  when  such  is  the  case  Red  River  has  its  supply 
also ;  I  trust  it  may  be  so,  and  that  our  noble  admiral  may  get  all  his 
boats  down  in  safety.  Woe  be  unto  the  enemy  wherever  there  is 
water  enough  for  them  to  float.  Phelps  arrived  here  on  the  Hastings 
night  before  last.  He  says  he  came  up  here  to  take  the  Wirmebaqo 
down,  when  he  heard  that  the  admiral’s  communication  was  cut  off 
He  seemed  surprised  to  know  that  she  had  left  twenty-four  hours 
before.  He  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Secretarv  of 
the  Navy  ordering  him  to  proceed  to  Washington  without  delav  and 
report  to  the  Department.  This  dispatch  did  not  come  to  me.  but  was 
directed  to  him,  and  was  here  three  or  four  days  before  he  received 
tell  ^  iat  the  °b;,eCt  °f  Callmg  hmi  to  Washington  can  be,  I  can  not 

Shirk  has  been  here  helping  me  to  push  things  through. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  a  private  letter  to  the  admiral,  and  if  vou 
have  communication  with  him,  as  I  hope  you  have,  please  tell  him 
ail  1  have  said  in  this. 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 


The  pinion  wheels  for  the  steam  capstan  of  the  Chillicothe  were 
not  sent  up  for  patterns  for  new  ones.  I  have  written  to  Brown 
ordering  two  new  ones,  and  hope  he  has  the  molds  or  patterns.  If 
not,  nothing  can  be  done  until  the  old  ones  or  patterns  are  sent  up. 

[  Enclosure — Telegram.  ] 


.  Cairo,  May  13 ,  186 V 

General  Grant,  in  dispatch  to  President,  received  at  Washington 
last  night,  announces  in  terms  characteristic  modesty  that  he  moved 
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[against]  enemy’s  works  at  Spottsylvania  Court-House  on  Thursday 
morning,  12th,  at  daylight.  General  Burnside  and  General  Han¬ 
cock  were  making  grand  and  impetuous  charges  with  bayonet,  their 
corps  surprising  the  enemy,  producing  consternation  in  his  ranks, 
crushing  Lee’s  right  and  center  and  hurling  his  entire  line  back  with 
awful  slaughter  for  several  miles.  General  Grant  master  of  field, 
with  enemy’s  dead  and  wounded.  Rout  of  enemy  complete,  details 
hereafter.  Lee’s  found  that  last  ditch. 

Mason. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City ,  \1U.\. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Lieudenant-C om/mander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  response 

to  summons  from  the  Department. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  May  II,  186  F 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant,  in  obedience 
to  your  instructions,  the  naval  wharf  boat  and  the  inspection  boat 
Abraham  were  moved  from  Cairo  to  this  place,  and  I  have  so  in¬ 
formed  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps  arrived  here  on  the  12th  in¬ 
stant  and  received  that  night  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  ordering  him  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Washington  and  report  in  person  to  the  Department.  He  left  for 
Washington  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  13th.  I  have  ordered  Commander 
Townsend  to  look  out  for  the  Sixth  District  during  the  absence  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  if  he  can  do  so  without  interfering 
with  his  orders  from  you. 

I  shall  send  the  Hastings  to  report  to  him  without  delay. 

Major-General  Canby  arrived  on  the  11th  instant,  and  as  I  knew 
the  importance  of  his  reaching  his  command  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
dispatched  the  Wilson,  the  fastest  boat  here,  to  take  him  to  Red 
River. 

The  Winnebago  left  on  the  11th  instant  for  Red  River,  and  the 
Chickasaw  will  leave  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  captured 

cotton. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  May  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  cotton  which  has 
been  received  here  has  been  reported  except  that  of  the  Ouachita 
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River,  which  was  sent  up  in  barges  with  the  Wilson  and  Hammitt , 
and  which  will  be  reported  in  a  day  or  two,  except  a  thousand  bales 
which  Captain  Breese  informs  me  that  you  have  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
tained  here  for  loyal  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  May  El ,  186V 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese, 
dated  Mouth  of  Black  River,  May  15,  1864;  he  writes  as  follows: 

This  morning  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Banks  was  received  at  Fort  De 
Russy,  who  says  when  he  left  one  gunboat  was  coming  over  the  falls,  and  it 
was  currently  reported  that  all  would  get  over.  Fie  knew  nothing  more.  I 
have  information  from  a  reliable  source  that  dam  has  been  completed.  We 
may  soon  expect  to  hear  that  all  the  ironclads  are  over. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Shankland,  U.  S.  Navy , 
assigned  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw. 


Mound  City,  III.,  May  16,  186V 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Department,  I  respectfully 
state  that  I  have  reported  to  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Shankland, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gorringe ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cricket. 


Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  16,  [186 V\ . 
Sir  :  Proceed  without  delay  to  Cairo  with  your  vessel  and  report 
to  Captain  Pennock. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  C ommander ,  Commanding. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  Cricket. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Na/vy,  to  Fleet 
Captain  Pennoch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 


Mouth  or  Red  River,  May  16 ,  [1864-]. 
Sir:  The  admiral  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  has  ordered 
Captain  Selfridge  to  the  command  of  the  Vindicator ,  and  that  he 
has  given  him  his  instructions  with  regard  to  her  fittings,  which  he 
wishes  you  to  carry  out. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain  Fleet  and  Commandant  Station. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Richardson ,  TJ .  S.  Navy , 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Price ,  regarding  engagement  with 

Confederate  battery  at  Ratliff’s  Landing. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Tunica  Bend ,  May  16 ,  186  J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  [that]  at  5:30  a.  m. 
transport  Mississippi  passed  down  the  river;  5:45  a.  m.,  saw  firing 
from  battery  at  Ratliff’s  Landing  on  the  steamer  Mississippi. 
Slipped  anchor  and  ran  down ;  opened  on  the  batteries ;  saw  dust 
rising  back  of  the  landing ;  directed  our  shells  to  follow. 

Fired  19  10-seconds  shell  and  2  15-seconds  shell  from  forward  gun. 
Discovered  some  men  near  a  house  a  mile  above  us ;  brought  our 
stern  gun  to  bear  on  them  and  fired  4  10-seconds  shell,  driving  them 
away.  U.  S.  S.  Bragg  came  up  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster 
on  board,  which  vessel  landed,  and  Captain  Foster  went  out  and 
examined  the  situation  the  batteries  were  placed  in.  The  Lafayette 
also  came  up. 

Anchored  off  Ratliff’s  Landing.  All  quiet  m  the  bend. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Richardson, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Howard ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Neosho ,  to 
proceed  to  Fort  Adams ,  Miss.,  to  prevent  erection  of  Confederate 

1)  dttST^SS 

Mouth  or  Red  River,  May  16 ,  \1861A. 


gIR:  Proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Fort  Adams 
and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer  that  you  have  come  to 
relieve  him.  Confer  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Champion , 
and  act  as  best  to  defeat  the  attempts  of  the  rebels  to  erect  batteries 


304 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


or  to  bring  into  the  river  artillery  for  firing  on  passing  boats.  You 
must  exercise  great  vigilance,  be  prepared  against  boarders,  and  to 
act  at  all  times  to  the  best  advantage. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  : 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  C ommanding . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  [S.]  Howard, 

Commanding  Neosho. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  May  16, 186 4. 

Several  regiments  of  cavalry  are  en  route  to  Little  Rock,  via  Cairo. 
It  is  important  that  they  should  have  escort  of  gunboats  as  far  as 
they  go  by  water. 

A.  Pleasonton, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

U.  S.  Naval  Commander, 

Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  May  16, 1864. 

Gunboats  are  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  to  give  convoy 
to  troops  going  up  that  river  at  the  Arkansas.  Do  you  mean  that  it 
is  important  that  the  cavalry  should  have  escort  of  gunboats  from 
Cairo  down?  Please  answer. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Major-General  A.  Pleasonton. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gazelle,  to  report  for 
duty  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army. 


Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  17,  [1864]. 

Sir:  You  will  place  your  vessel  at  the  disposition  of  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Canby,  commanding  Division  West  Mississippi,  returning  to  me 
at  this  place  as  soon  as  your  services  are  dispensed  with. 

Without  further  orders  you  will  get  underway  whenever  and  pro¬ 
ceed  wherever  the  general  directs. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral,  C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gazelle. 
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Repoi  t  of  L  i  ext  ten  ant-  Commander  0  wen,  U .  S.  N  avy,  regarding 
trade  being  carried  on  in  the  interests  of  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Simmesport ,  La .,  May  17, 186J. 

Sir  :  Letters  from  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  in  the  Fifth  Dis¬ 
trict,  report  everything  quiet  in  it.  Under  date  of  May  1  Captain 
Hurd  reports  having  killed  2  guerrillas  and  a  horse,  I  presume  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Skipwith’s  Landing.  Acting  Master  Thomas  Gib¬ 
son, _  commanding  the  M armora,  reports  the  trading  establishment  at 
■White  River  as  supplying  the  rebels  with  clothing,  even  to  cavalry 
boots.  The  steamer  Panola ,  with  proper  papers  from  Memphis,  is 
trading  along  the  coast,  selling  to  every  one  who  will  swear  the 
articles  are  for  family  use.  No  oath  of  allegiance  is  required.  An 
armed  boat  was  fired  into  from  a  deserted  house  4  miles  below 
Napoleon.  No  one  hurt.  Captain  Gibson  burned  it  and  outhouses 
attached.  The  Prairie  Bird  is  patrolling  the  Yazoo  as  high  as 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  The  Great  Western  is  at  Goodrich’s,  Exchange 
at  Skipwith’s,  Romeo  at  Gaines  Landing  as  a  center,  and  the  Mar¬ 
mora  from  Island  [No.]  76  to  Napoleon.  A  government  woodyard 
under  military  supervision  has  been  started  on  [No.]  76. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Fifth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gould,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Great 
Western. 

Off  Mouth  Red  River,  May  17,  [186 lf\. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cairo  with  the  vessel  under  your  com¬ 
mand  and  report  to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  fleet  captain  and  com¬ 
mandant  of  station. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter : 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieu  tenant-  C omm  ander. 

Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Great  Western. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Keene , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Naiad,  for  duty  near  Ellis 
Cliffs ,  Miss. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  17,  [186 h]. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Ellis  Cliffs 
and  cruise  from  that  point  about  2  or  3  miles  above,  and  return  to 
Ellis  Cliffs.  It  is  believed  that  the  rebels  intend  getting  in  a  battery 
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about  2  miles  above  Ellis  Cliffs,  on  the  Mississippi  side,  and  you  will 
do  all  in  your  power  to  dislodge  them  and  prevent  any  obstructions 
in  the  navigation  of  the  river.  Use  all  means  in  your  power  to  obtain 
information  of  rebel  movements,  and  transmit  such  to  the  officers 
above  and  below  you  by  the  first  boat. 

Report  in  writing  to  Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  com¬ 
manding  Benton  and  Fourth  District,  at  Natchez,  and  send  him  a 
copy  of  these  orders. 

By  order  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter: 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  C ommanding. 

Acting  Master  Henry  T.  Keene, 

Commanding  Naiad. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  that  the 
steamer  Maria  retain  the  name  of  U.  S.  S.  Fairy. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  17,  186  If. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  9th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  Department 
had  changed  the  name  of  the  Maria  to  the  Antelope.  In  reply 
thereto,  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  Maria's  name  had 
been  previously  changed  by  myself  to  the  Fairy,  and  as  she  has  been 
known  by  that  name  for  so  long  a  time,  I  would  most  respectfully 
request  of  the  Department  that  her  name  may  still  remain  the  Fairy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmirod. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

cotton  seized  in  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  17,  186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  about  cotton, 
which  I  seized  during  the  Red  River  expedition: 

March  13,  1861/.. — 7  bales  from  the  place  of  a  Mr.  Flowers,  on  the 
Atchafalaya,  5  miles  below  Simmesport.  This  man  is  said  to  be  a 
rebel. 

March  16,  1861f. — 24  bales  from  Mr.  Brochard’s  place,  just  above 
Fort  De  Russy,  on  left  bank  of  Red  River.  This  man’s  loyalty  very 
doubtful.  The  negroes  say  he  is  a  rebel.  It  is  said  he  married  the 
widow  of  a  rebel  for  the  property. 

March  29, 1861f. — 8  bales.  Same  place. 

March  27. — 18  bales  from  Johnson’s  place. 

March  28. — 13  bales,  about  3  or  4  miles  above. 
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March  29.— 9  bales,  Fort  De  Fussy,  on  right  bank  of  Red  River. 
This  man  has  gone  to  Texas;  is  a  bitter  rebel.  The  cotton  found 
on  his  place  was,  I  have  heard,  claimed  by  a  Mr.  Voinche,  a  foreigner 
and  a  speculator,  and  one  who  has  contributed  money  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  cause.  This  man,  when  he  found  out  the  cotton  was  seized, 
was  desirous  of  taking  the  oath,  which  was  not  administered. 

March  30. — 3  bales  from  Mr.  Garrett’s,  near  Marksville,  La.; 
loyalty  uncertain. 

March  30. — 46  bales  from  Mr.  Guillebert,  a  noted  rebel,  near  Marks¬ 
ville. 

March  30. — 10  bales  from  Mr.  Gangrous,  near  Marksville,  said  to 
be  in  prison  at  New  Orleans  for  smuggling  goods  through  the  lines. 

March  30.— 20  bales  from  Mr.  Janeau’s  place,  about  4  miles  below 
Fort  De  Russy,  on  right  bank  of  river;  loyalty  uncertain. 

March  30. — 1  (damaged),  ditto. 

March  30. — 10  bales  from  G.  W.  Snoddy,  about  34  miles  below 
Fort  De  Russy,  on  right  bank  of  Red  River. *  Said  to  be  loyal. 

Total,  169. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and J th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Donnelly ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  Nymph- ,  regarding 
cruising  ground. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  May  17 ,  1861).. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  cruise  between  Rodney  and 
Cole’s  (Creek)  Point.  I  suggest  a  careful  perusal  of  the  admiral’s 
general  orders. 

Should  you  need  any  information  on  any  subject,  write  to  me  with¬ 
out  hesitation  and  freely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Jpth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Commanding  Officer, 

77.  S.  S.  Nymph. 


Letter  from  F.  H.  Gerdes  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
forwarding  hydrographic  and  topographic  maps  of  Grand  Gidf 
and  other  points. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Curlew, 

Grand  Gulf ,  May  17,  1861). 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  by  this  mail  packet 
a  roll  containing  tracings  of  the  hydrographic  and  topographic  map 
of  Grand  Gulf,  and  another  of  a  reconnoissance  on  the  Mississippi 
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from  below  Rodney  to  Big  Black  Island,  together  a  distance  of  33 
miles.  Should  you  desire  to  have  them  printed  immediately,  please 
give  me  your  directions  and  I  will  forward  the  originals  to  Wash¬ 
ington  for  the  purpose. 

If  the  reconnoissance  is  to  be  continued,  some  20  miles  might  be 
added  easily  this  season. 

I  have  also  drawn  out  a  topographical  map  of  Grand  Gulf,  show¬ 
ing  the  position  of  the  ironclads  and  of  the  guns  in  the  rebel  batteries 
and  the  field  during  the  bombardment.  Will  you  permit  me  to  offer 
it  to  you?  In  future  days  it  may  aid  the  recollection  as  to  the  inci¬ 
dents  of  this  hard-fought  action  of  yours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Gerdes, 

Assistant ,  U.  /S'.  Coast  Survey,  Chief  of  Party. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  cotton  claims. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Red  River ,  May  18,  1864- 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received.  The  cotton 
alluded  to  was  a  portion  of  2,000  or  3,000  bales  belonging  to  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Elgee,  who  is  a  rebel  in  arms  against  the  Government, 
and  has  two  sons  in  the  rebel  Army,  and  the  cotton  had  been  sold  to 
the  rebel  Government  and  was  their  property.  Parties  in  Natchez, 
amongst  whom  were  some  Government  Treasury  aids,  made  an 
arrangement  to  get  this  cotton  between  them.  A  man  by  the  name 
of  Castle  was  the  party  employed  to  take  possession  of  the  plantation 
as  abandoned  property,  when  the  whole  thing  should  have  gone  to 
the  Government,  all  the  cotton  being  forfeited  by  the  law  as  the 
property  of  the  rebel  Government.  A  number  of  persons  have  been 
mixed  up  in  this  business,  compromising  with  each  other,  so  that  all 
should  have  a  share  of  the  stolen  property.  A  good  deal  of  it  has 
been  hauled  away  under  cover  of  the  night  or  slipped  away  in  steam¬ 
boats  or  taken  by  Treasury  agents,  not  one  cent  of  the  property  going 
to  the  Government,  as  it  should  have  done. 

Acting  Master  Watson,  commanding  the  Juliet,  having  conclusive 
evidence  that  it  belonged  to  the  rebel  Government,  took  possession  of 
50  bales  that  had  been  hauled  near  the  bank  ready  for  shipment,  and 
sent  it  to  the  station  at  Red  River,  subject  to  my  order.  I  gave  orders 
to  send  it  to  court,  as  usual,  and  let  them  determine  whom  it  belonged 
to.  In  the  meantime  W.  Burnet,  who  claimed  to  be  one  of  the  owners, 
on  fraudulent  permits  sent  a  person  to  mouth  of  Red  River  to  demand 
the  cotton  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dominy. 

Dominy,  being  a  very  blunt,  straightforward,  and  honest  sort  of 
an  officer,  knowing  the  circumstances,  I  believe  told  the  parties  much 
what  he  thought  of  it,  and  notified  the  parties  he  couldn’t  deliver 
the  cotton  without  orders  from  me,  as  I  had  ordered  it  up  to  court, 
where  it  was  sent,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  judge. 
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I  find  this  is  the  only  plan  to  adopt  in  these  cases,  and  the  only 
one  that  will  protect  the  Government  against  the  numerous  frauds 
that  are  practiced  on  this  river. 

.  Whatever  Lieutenant  Dominy  may  have  done  in  the  way  of  speak¬ 
ing  Ins  mind,  he  was,  no  doubt,  induced  to  do  so  by  some  attempt 
to  tamper  with  him  by  open  bribery  or  by  some  offensive  language 
used  by  these  parties.  He  is  an  upright,  conscientious  officer  and 
does  his  duty  faithfully.  If  the  claims  of  these  persons  are  just, 
they  would  not  object  to  having  their  property  go  before  the  court, 
wlieie  these  matters  are  disposed  of  properly  and  almost  always  in 
favor  of  the  claimant,  and  without  any  expense  of  transportation 
to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter,  Rear-Aclmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  the 
stations  of  vessels  of  the  Fifth  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 
Mississippi  River ,  May  19 ,  1861/.. 

Sir:  The  following  are  the  stations  of  the  vessels  comprising  the 
Fifth  District: 

Napoleon  to  Catfish  Bar,  Marmora ;  Catfish  Bar  to  Eunice,  Romeo; 
Eunice  to  Greenville,  Exchange;  Greenville  to  foot  of  Kentucky 
Bend,  Prairie  Bird;  at  Skipwith’s  Landing,  Louisville;  at  Good¬ 
rich’s  Landing,  Great  Western. 

The  above  is  about  the  best  disposition  I  can  make  of  the  first  four 
vessels.  There  should  be  a  vessel  at  all  times  at  Napoleo®,  Bolivar, 
Cypress,  Choctaw  and  Spanish  Moss  Bends,  Greenville,  and  Egg 
Point,  as  between  Napoleon  and  Egg  point,  all  the  mail  carrying, 
crossing,  and  trading  is  done.  Five  vessels,  with  an  average  beat  of 
22  miles,  could  pretty  effectually  stop  such  proceedings.  From  Good¬ 
rich’s  to  Vicksburg  there  appears  to  be  no  present  necessity  for  a 
vessel.  One  vessel  at  Goodrich’s  Landing  is  needed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Donnelly,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nymph,  regarding 
change  of  cruising  ground. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  May  19,  186 E 

Sir:  You  will, upon  the  arrival  of  the  Curlew  (12), proceed  to  take 
for  your  cruising  ground  the  beat  from  St.  Joseph  to  Waterproof, 
making  Rodney  your  principal  anchorage. 
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Let  me  caution  you  against  speculators,  and  you  must  not  allow 
anyone  not  connected  with  the  Government  to  go  on  board  your 
vessel  unless  in  distress.  Bead  the  admiral’s  general  orders  carefully. 
Be  economical  of  your  coal.  When  we  get  some  here,  I  will  send 
for  you. 

Keep  me  informed  of  everything  of  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Nymph  (54). 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnston ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Forest  Rose ,  regarding  duty  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  May  19.  1864- 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Forest  Rose  to  Grand  Gulf,  and  if 
the  surveying  party  on  board  the  Curlew  have  finished  their  work  in 
that  neighborhood,  you  will  relieve  her;  otherwise,  you  will  cruise 
between  Waterproof  and  Natchez.  I  desire  again  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  orders  in  relation  to  cotton  speculators.  Do  not  allow  any¬ 
one  not  connected  with  the  Government,  unless  in  actual  distress, 
to  put  his  foot  on  board  your  vessel. 

These  speculators  are  worse  than  an  enemy,  and  they  must  be 
watched  more  closely. 

Do  not  absent  yourself  from  Grand  Gulf  more  than  three  hours  at 
any  time,  unless  for  a  vital  necessity.  You  will  look  out  as  far  down 
as  Bayou  Pierce  [Pierre].  Send  the  tug  Fern  to  the  Rattler  with 
dispatch  for  Captain  Laning.  If  Captain  Kelley  is  ignorant  of  the 
channel,  send  one  of  your  pilots  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Gomdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Ensign  ONeill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Forest  Rose,  if  your  surveyors  have 
finished  their  work  at  Grand  Gulf,  you  will  proceed  to  take  the  sta¬ 
tion  between  Waterproof  and  Natchez,  making  Cole’s  Creek  Point 
your  principal  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  IP.  B.  O’Neill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Actinq  Vol- 
Rattler L%eutenant  Lanin9,  U.  .8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

Off  Natchez ,  May  19,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  send  the  tug  Fern  up  to  you.  Will  you  please  send  her 
down  to  me  just  as  soon  as  you  can  safely  spare  her?  I  shall  have 
the  barge  with  the  iron  taken  up  by  the  next  towboat. 

The  river  seems  inclined  to  rise.  Keep  me  advised  of  matters 
near  you. 

Your  application  I  have  forwarded. 

The  Hyacinth  is  at  Red  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J ames  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  lyth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Rattler. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Richardson,  TJ .  S.  Navy, 
regarding '  attack  upon  steamer  Superior  by  Confederate  battery 
near  Tunica  Bend. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Off  Tunica  Bend,  May  19,  186V 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  that  the  light  battery 
of  two  pieces  opened  this  morning  at  3  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  trans¬ 
port  steamer  Superior.  We  opened  on  the  battery  at  the  same  time 
it  was  firing  on  the  transport,  and  it  ran  down  the  river  about  200 
yards  to  a  road  leading  to  the  country ;  and,  finding  the  houses  were 
used  as  quarters  for  the  men  and  stable  for  their  horses,  I  had  them 
burned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Richardson. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  recommending  certain 
regular  officers  for  promotion. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  La.,  May  19,  186 f. 

Sir:  Had  the  late  expedition  up  Red  River  proved  the  success  I 
intended  it  should  when  I  started,  and  which  would  have  been  the 
case  but  for  bad  management,  against  which  no  combinations  can 
stand,  I  might  have  approached  you  on  the  present  subject  with  a 
better  grace. 

In  the  winding  up  of  Red  River  matters  and  the  destruction  of 
the  last  vestige  of  rebel  navy  in  these  waters  (on  which  I  too  confi¬ 
dently  relied),  I  intended  to  lay  before  you  the  claims  of  certain 
officers  to  promotion  or  to  an  advancement  in  their  grades.  I  do  not 
see  why  I  should  hesitate  to  do  so  now,  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
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Navy  on  the  late  expedition  being  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 
They  should  in  no  way  be  blamed  for  the  mismanagement  which  has 
brought  no  credit  to  our  arms.  But  for  the  gunboats  getting  over 
the  falls  and  accompanying  the  army  which  marched  along  the  river 
bank  half  that  army  would  have  been  lost. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  larger  amount  of  work  was  ever  accom¬ 
plished  than  that  which  has  been  performed  by  the  Navy  in  these 
waters;  it  has  been  unceasing  and  laborious.  Many  of  the  deeds 
performed  by  the  different  commanders  would,  in  ordinary  times, 
be  considered  acts  of  the  most  gallant  kind.  A  distance  of  3,000 
miles  has  been  opened  and  a  large  amount  of  territory  placed  in  our 
hands,  owing  to  the  support  given  to  our  armies  by  the  navy  and 
the  individual  energy  of  the  officers  herein  mentioned. 

My  reports  will  fully  bear  witness  to  the  ability,  zeal,  and  gal¬ 
lantry  displayed  on  all  occasions.  There  has  been  no  instance  yet 
where  a  promotion  has  taken  place  in  this  squadron  amongst  the 
regular  officers  for  gallant  conduct,  while  the  volunteers  have  been 
frequently  advanced.  Permit  me,  then,  to  urge  the  promotion  of 
the  following  officers,  which  they  all  richly  deserve :  Lieutenant- 
Commander  S.  Ledyard  Phelps,  Lieutenant-Commander  Watson 
Smith,  Lieutenant-Commander  Iv.  Randolph  Breese,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  James  A.  Greer,  Lieutenant-Commander  James  P.  Fos¬ 
ter,  Lieutenant-Commander  Elias  K.  Owen,  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  W.  Shirk,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Walker,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Frank  M.  Ramsay,  Lieutenant-Commander  Thos. 
O.  Self  ridge,  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jas.  M.  Prichett,  Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 
Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache. 

Some  of  them  have  served  in  this  squadron  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hostilities,  and  have  participated  in  every  battle,  in  some  of 
which  the  Navy  alone  saved  our  armies  from  destruction.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  signals. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  May  19 ,  186 f. 

General  Order,} 

No.  192.  J 

The  day  and  night  distinguishing  signals  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Winne¬ 
bago  will  be  those  used  by  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Eastport. 

The  signals  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw  will  be  those  next  after  the 
U.  S.  S.  Ouachita  on  the  signal  board. 

Night  distinguishing  lights  have  been  assigned  to  vessels  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz: 

Gazelle ,  No.  50;  Avenger ,  No.  51;  New  National ,  No.  52;  Naiad , 
No.  61;  Nymph ,  No.  62. 
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The  night  distinguishing  lights  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw  will  be 
those  of  the  Clara  JDolsen  (No.  55),  which  vessel  is  no  longer  in  the 
service. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  arrest 
of  certain  Confederate  sympathizers  who  furnish  active  aid. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  May  20 ,  186 A 

General  Order,) 

No.  194.  j 

The  attention  of  all  officers  in  the  squadron  is  called  to  the  facts 
mentioned  below,  and  they  will  use  every  effort  to  have  the  persons 
named  arrested  and  frustrate  their  designs: 

Corbit,  alias  “  Hickory  Dick,”  resides  at  Mrs.  Stewart’s,  upon  Mrs. 
Lobdell’s  plantation,  at  or  near  Indian  Point,  about  5  miles  below 
Prentiss,  on  Old  River,  or  Old  River  Lake,  as  it  is  sometimes  called. 
Indian  Point  is  where  rebel  dispatches  to  and  from  Richmond  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  cross  the  Mississippi  River,  and  said 
Corbit,  alias  “  Hickory  Dick,”  is  the  bearer  of  said  dispatches  across 
the  river,  or  is  ferryman. 

Ingram  resides  on  the  Davis  or  old  Ross  plantation,  2  miles  east  of 
Mrs.  Lobdell’s.  Said  Ingram  is  chief  of  couriers.  Courier  stations 
(going  east)  are  at  the  following  places :  First,  at  Ingram’s  or  Davis’s 
plantation;  second,  at  Strong’s  Ferry  on  the  Sunflower;  third,  at 
Boyd’s  Ferry  on  the  Tallahatchie;  fourth,  at  Thompson’s,  22  miles 
west  of  Grenada.  Ingram’s  mode  of  secreting  dispatches  while 
awaiting  couriers  is  to  bury  them — sometimes  at  the  corner  of  the 
house. 

Mrs.  Walker  and  Michael  Bryan  reside  one-fourth  of  a  mile  back 
of  Prentiss;  profess  to  be  loyal,  but  are  spies  for  the  rebels;  go  to 
Memphis  occasionally;  get  ail  the  items  they  can  and  communicate 
with  Mason  and  Nevil,  rebel  scouts. 

Captain  William  Resin  resides  near  Friar’s  Point;  is  a  very  bad 
man ;  carries  news  and  is  doing  much  harm. 

Casteel  resides  above  the  mouth  of  White  River  (in  Arkansas) ; 
is  in  the  woods  part  of  the  time  near  Johnson’s,  and  is  occasionally 
at  Johnson’s  house.  He  is  chief  of  a.  gang  who  practice  a  system  for 
putting  torpedoes  into  wood,  and  it  is  more  likely  to  be  done  on 
islands  [No.]  63  and  [No.]  76  than  at  any  other  points.  _  The  plan  is 
to  use  gas  pipe  or  shotgun  and  musket  barrels  cut  into  pieces  from  10 
to  15  inches  long,  insert  a  screw  plug  into  the  ends,  fill  the  tube  with 
powder,  and  then  employ  negroes  to  bore  into  the  ends  of  the  wood 
and  insert  the  tubes,  plug  the  auger  hole  and  obliterate  the  surface 
appearance  on  the  ends  with  dirt  or  otherwise. 

General  Dobbin  is  preparing  to  use  Greek  fire,  and  proposes  to  use 
it  against  steamboats.  His  present  point  of  attack  is  between  Helena 
and  Memphis;  he  has  some  1,200  men  under  his  command  and  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  what  he  terms  “  rocket  battery,”  with  “  hail  shot.”  His 
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battery  was  crossed  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  above 
Helena  not  long  since. 

Howard  is  preparing  to  fell  trees  upon  steamers  in  Yazoo  River. 
The  plan  is  to  select  places  where  the  river  is  crooked  and  difficult  to 
navigate;  select  such  trees  that  lean  over  the  water  (of  which  there 
are  many),  saw  into  them  on  the  side  next  the  water,  then  upon  the 
opposite  side  some  2  or  3  feet  above  the  first  cut,  making  the  two 
cuts  very  nearly  sever  the  tree,  then  bore  into  the  tree  at  right  angles 
with  and  halfway  between  the  cuts,  put  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
powder  and  attach  a  slow  match,  or  put  in  a  torpedo  such  as  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  use  in  wood  and  explode  it  with  percussion  at  the  time  boats 
are  passing. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  cooperation 
of  naval  officers  with  Major-General  Canby,  U.S.Army,  command¬ 
ing  from  Cairo  to  Red  River. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  May  20,  1864. 

General  Order,  1 
No.  198.  J 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby  has  been  ordered  to  command  the 
troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  front  Cairo  to  Red  River, 
and  all  officers  under  my  command  will  cooperate  zealously  with 
him.  Give  him  all  information  with  regard  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  and  call  upon  him  at  any  time  for  assistance. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnston ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
seizure  of  trading  boats. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  2C,  1864. 

Sir  :  V  ou  will  not  hesitate  to  seize  and  send  to  me  any  trading  boat 
you  find  at  the  bank  (unless  driven  there  by  accident),  exceptGhose 
landing  at  military  posts  or  under  the  guns  of  a  gunboat.  When 
you  find  them  there,  examine  the  cargo  for  goods  contraband  of  war 
and  m  your  report  make  everything  explicit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A  Greer 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose  (9). 

[Copy  of  the  above  sent  also  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J 
Lamng,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler;  Acting  Master  P  Donnellv’ 
commanding  U  S.  S.  Nymph;  Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. \ 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  an  investigation  in 
the  case  of  steamer  Robert  Emmet. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Grand  Gulf ,  May  20,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  ordered  the  steamer  Robert  Emmet  to  report  here  to  you 
for  the  following  reasons:  I  found  her  anchored  near  the  Louisiana 
bank,  just  below  Bruinsburg,  and  communicating  with  the  shore 
with  her  boat.  She  had  no  permits  on  board  to  show  she  had  a 
right  to  trade.  She  has  also  on  board  over  200  packages  marked — 

Rop  <^R>  — .  No  gunboat  was  nearer  than  8  or  10  miles  of  her.  Her 

manifest  and  clearance  from  the  custom-house  in  Memphis  appeared 
to  be  all  right.  The  captain  of  the  Emmet  informed  me  he  was  buy¬ 
ing  cotton  and  of  any  one ;  that  he  could  not  fill  up  by  confining  his 
purchase  to  loyal  people  alone.  You  will  investigate  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  thoroughly  and  carefully,  and  report  the  result  to  the  admiral, 
should  he  come  up  soon,  or  otherwise  to  your  commanding  divisional 
officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Z7.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  trade 

regulations. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  20,  I86h. 

General  Order,  } 

No.  197.  J 

The  late  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  permits  persons 
to  bring  cotton  from  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy, _  but  does  not 
give  permission  to  land  more  than  a  limited  quantity  of  family 
supplies.  All  officers  are  directed  not  to  interfere  with  the  cotton 
trade,  but  to  afford  protection  to  vessels  getting  it  off. 

No  vessels  will,  however,  be  sent  up  any  river,  bayou,  or  creek 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  any  cotton  dealers,  who,  if  they  land  in 
such  places,  do  it  at  their  own  risk. 

All  that  will  be  required  of  commanders  will  be  to  see  that  no 
articles  contraband  of  war  are  landed  and  that  steamers  do  not 
carry  persons  away  from  landing  places  without  permit  or  passes 
either  from  naval  officers  or  military  commanders. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  recommending  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  promotion. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Hearing'  that  Congress  has  made  the  grade  of  volunteer  lieu- 
tenant-commander,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  W.  R.  Hoel,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg ,  for  that  position, 
for  gallant  and  most  meritorious  conduct.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
officers  of  the  squadron,  and  nobly  deserves  promotion.  He  has 
been  in  nearly  all  the  battles  on  this  river,  and  conducted  himself  as 
a  cool  and  gallant  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  O. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  new 
grade  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander. 

Perth  Amboy,  X.  J.,  July  *  20,  186 If . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  requesting  list  of  acting  volunteer 
lieutenants  belonging  to  Mississippi  Squadron  whom  I  can  recom¬ 
mend  for  promotion  to  acting  lieutenant-commander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Hoel,  commanding  XJ.  S.  S. 
Pittsburg,  is  the  only  one  that  I  could  recommend  at  present.  He 
has  distinguished  himself  throughout  the  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

R  ear -A  dr,  Aral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant -Com¬ 
mander  Greer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  Fifth 
District. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mouth  Red  River,  May  20,  186 if. 

Sir:  Lpon  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  and  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron,  according  to  Gen¬ 
eral  order  No.  195,  enclosed  herewith. 

Observe  all  general  orders,  and  carrv  out  my  wishes  in  every 
respect.  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Comdg.  [ TJ .  S.  X.]  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


*  This  report  should  have  appeared  on  page  483.— Compilers. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Baldwin ,  U .  8.  Navy,  commanding  U ,  8.  8. 
Romeo ,  regarding  the  operations  of  Marmadukds  cavalry  in 
Arkansas  and  along  the  Mississippi  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Romeo, 

Off  Columbia. ,  May  20,  186 A 

Sir:  Marmaduke’s  cavalry,  some  four  or  five  thousand  strong, 
have  been  for  some  days  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  20  miles  from  this 
point.  His  scouts  are  on  the  river,  and  have  fired  into  some  of  the 
transports  at  foot  of  Island  No.  82  and  at  head  of  Islands  [No.]  80 
and  [No.]  81. 

I  have  just  been  told  by  a  reliable  lady  that  they  will  have  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery  on  the  river  in  a  few  days. 

All  previous  reports  were  that  they  had  come  into  the  bottom  to 
forage  and  pick  up  deserters  and  bushwhackers,  which  I  am  told 
they  are  doing. 

There  is  no  vessel  but  this  one  from  Island  No.  76  to  Skipwith’s 
Landing. 

The  Marine  Brigade  boats  have  abandoned  the  cotton  landings 
on  the  Arkansas  shore.  They  deem  it  more  healthy  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  side. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Thomas  Baldwin, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  8.  Navy ,  designating  the 
vessels  belonging  to  the  several  districts  of  his  command. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  195.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  May  20, 186 A 

General  Orders  80  and  141  are  hereby  revoked,  and  until  further 
orders  the  district  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  districts  will  be  as 


follows : 

First  District — from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville — composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Essex ,  Alexandria,  General  Price ,  Argosy,  St. 
Clair. 

Second  District — from  Donaldsonville  to  Morganza — composed  of 
the  folloAving  vessels :  Lafayette ,  Juliet ,  Chickasaw ,  Kenwood ,  Oua¬ 
chita,  Avenger,  Nymph. 

Third  District — from  Morganza  to  Fort  Adams — composed  of  the 
following  vessels:  Choctaw,  Gazelle,  Neosho,  Ozark,  Winnebago, 
General  Bragg,  Little  Rebel,  Fort  Hindman,  Cricket,  Naiad. 

Fourth  District — from  Fort  Adams  to  Natchez — composed  of  the 
following  vessels :  ChiTlicothe,  Cincinnati,  Champion ,  Siren ,  Lexing- 
tO'Tt  TJ  • 

Fifth  District — from  Natchez  to  Vicksburg — composed  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  vessels:  Benton,  Pittsburg,  Judge  Torrence ,  Curlew ,  Mound 
City,  Rattler,  Forest  Rose. 
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Sixth  District — from  Vicksburg  to  Arkansas  River— composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Louisville ,  Prairie  Bird ,  Marmora ,  Romeo ,  and 
two  other  light-drafts. 

Seventh  District — from  Arkansas  River  to  Memphis — composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Hastings ,  Naumkeag ,  Tyler ,  Queen  City ,  Fawn , 
Silver  Cloud ,  Linden ,  Exchange. 

Eighth  District, — from  Memphis  to  Columbus — composed  of  the 
following  vessels:  C arondelet ,  Osage ,  Aew  Era,  and  one  other  light- 
draft. 

Ninth  District — from  Cairo  to  head  of  Tennessee  River — composed 
of  the  following  vessels:  Tuscumbia ,  Taw  ah,  Elfin,  Peosta,  Key  West, 
Paw  Paw,  Robb. 

Tenth  District — Cumberland  River  and  the  Upper  Ohio — composed 
of  the  following  vessels:  Brilliant,  Moose,  Victory,  F airplay,  Spring  - 
field,  Reindeer,  Silver  Lake. 

The  vessels  of  one  district  are  not  to  be  ordered  away  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  another  district  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  a  great  emer¬ 
gency  exists  for  so  doing ;  but  commanders  of  districts  will  cooperate 
with  each  other,  and,  wmen  occasion  requires,  render  all  the  aid  and 
assistance  in  their  power. 

Observe  and  carry  out  the  requirements  of  General  Order  No.  84. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  proceedings  of  the  district  court  for  the  Scmthern 
District  of  Illinois  regarding  captures  by  the  squadron. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  2 0 , 186V 
Sir:  The  irregular  and  unusual  proceedings  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  Illinois  in  every  case  of 
capture  made  by  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  whether  the  prizes  have 
been  vessels  of  war,  steamers,  or  other  property,  have  surrounded  the 
whole  matter  with  almost  insuperable  difficulties,  depriving  the  pen¬ 
sion  fund  of  its  portion  of  the  proceeds  and  greatly  injuring  the 
interests  of  the  captors,  although  the  informers,  to  whom  the  half 
proceeds  of  sales  have  been  paid,  propose  to  distribute  it  to  the  squad¬ 
ron  as  prize  money,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  distribution  in 
cases  of  capture,  and  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  make  an  intelligible 
report  to  the  Department. 

After  consultation  with  Rear-Admiral  Davis,  Mr.  Eames  has  been, 
asked  to  investigate  the  entire  matter  and  to  place  the  subject  before 
the  Department  with  all  the  light  which  his  great  legal  ability  can 
throw  upon  it ;  and  he  will  also  examine  existing  claims  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  district  court  with  a  view  to  revision  or  other 
action,  as  may  seem  proper. 

Enclosed  herewith  are  complete  prize  lists  for  the  squadron,  with 
one  exception.  That  list  was  forwarded  at  the  time  the  capture  was 
made,  but  it  can  not  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  Department.  Another 
one  will  be  immediately  procured. 

The  Ram  Fleet,  now  commanded  by  General  Ellet,  has  failed,  after 
repeated  applications,  to  furnish  prize  lists  in  cases  where  entitled  to 
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share  with  the  squadron.  The  general  has  told  me  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  him  to  furnish  such  lists.  I  shall,  on  my  return  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  point  out  to  him  the  law  in  such  cases  and  notify  him  that 
if  lists  are  not  now  forwarded  a  request  for  distribution  will  be  made, 
his  vessels  being  excluded  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  that 
law. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of 
vessels  of  his  command,  with  their  stations  and  commanding 
officers. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

M outh  Red  River,  May  21,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  vessels  be¬ 
longing  to  this  squadron,  with  their  present  stations  and  the  names 
of  their  commanders. 

I  also  enclose  general  order  *,  reorganizing  the  squadron  and  divid¬ 
ing  it  into  districts,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

The  following  are  the  present  stations  of  the  vessels  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron,  Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  [May, 
1864] : 


Vessel. 


Commander. 


Where  stationed. 


Argosy . . . 

Abraham _ 

Alexandria . ... 

Avenger _ 

Black  Hawk _ 

Benton.. . . . 

Brilliant . 

Brown _ _ — . 

Chillicothe.-. . 

Choctaw _ 

Carondelet - 

Cricket - 

Champion . 

Curlew - 

Chickasaw . 

Exchange _ 

Essex _ 

Ellin . . - 

Forest  Rose.. . . 

Fairplay - 

Fawn . . . 

Fort  Hindman - 

Fairy - 

General  Price - 

General  Bragg. . . 

Great  Western - 

General  Lyon - 

General  Pillow . . 


Act.  Ensign  John  C.  Morong... 

Act.  Ensign  Wm.  Wagner - 

Act.  Master  D.  P.  Rosenmiller.. 
Act.  V.  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Wright. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  K.  R.  Breese - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  James  A.  Greer.. 
A.  V.  Lieut.  Chas.  G.  Perkins.. 

A.  V.  Lieut.  J.  A.  French - 

Lieut;  Comdr.  Watson  Smith.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  F.  M.  Ramsay.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  John  G.  Mitchell. 

A.  V.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe - 

Act.  Ensign  Thomas  Divine - 

Act.  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill - 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  James  C.  Gipson 
Commander  Robt.  Townsend... 
Act.  Master  A.  F.  Thompson. ._ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  J.  V.  Johnston _ 

Act.  Master  G.  J.  Groves - 

Act.  Master  John  R.  Grace . 

A.  V.  Lieut.  John  Pearce.. . 

Act.  Master  H.  8.  Wetmore - 

A.  V.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Wells - 

A.  V.  Lieut.  C.  Dominy - 

A.  V.  Lieut.  A.  N.  Gould . 

Pilot  R.  E.  Birch _ 

Act.  Ensign  F.  W.  Halsted - 


Donaldsonville. 

Cairo. 

Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Natchez. 

Cumberland  River. 

Towboat. 

Fort  Adams. 

Red  River. 

Between  Memphis  and  Columbus. 
Cairo,  repairing. 

Fort  Adams. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Tunica  Bend. 

White  River. 

Memphis  for  repairs. 

Tennessee  River. 

Between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg. 
Cumberland  River. 

Arkansas  River. 

Between  Morganza  and  Fort  Adams. 
Cairo,  Ill. 

Below  Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Skipwith’s  Landing. 

Dispatch  boat. 

Guard  boat,  Cairo. 


*  See  p.  317. 
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Vessel. 


Commander. 


Where  stationed. 


Gazelle. . . .  . 

Act.  Master  Chas.  Thatcher _ _ 

Grampus _ 

Act.  Master  Elijah  Sells 

Hastings _  . 

Act.  Master  J.  S.  Watson _ 

Judge  Torrence _ 

Act.  Master  J.  Irwin . _ 

Juliet . 

Key  West _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  E.  M.  King _ _ 

Kenwood _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  John  Swaney _ 

Lafayette _ _ 

Louisville _ _ 

Lexingdon  _ 

Lieutenant  Geo.  M.  Bache  ... 

Little  Rebel . 

Mound  City _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Langthorne _ 

Marmora _ 

Moose _ _  _ 

Naiad _ _ _ 

New  National . . 

New  Era _ _ _ 

Naumkeag _ _ 

Neosho. . . 

A.  V.  Lieut.  Sami.  Howard _ 

Nymph _  .. 

Osage _ 

Ouachita . . 

Ozark _  ...  _ 

Pittsburg _  ..  . 

Prairie  Bird _ 

Paw  Paw _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  A.  F.  O’Neil _  .. 

Peosta _ 

Queen  City _ 

Act.  Master  Michl.  Hickey _ 

Romeo _ _ 

Rattler  ... _ _ 

Red  Rover _ 

Robb _ 

Reindeer...  _ 

Springfield . . 

St.  Clair _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Gregory _ ... _ 

Silver  Lake _ _ 

Silver  Cloud _ 

Samson _ 

Siren. . . 

Tuscumbia . 

Tyler _ 

Tawah _ 

A.  V.  Lieut.  Jason  Goudy. 

Tensas _ ....  .. 

Undine...  .  . 

Victory _ _ 

Vindicator _  _ 

Winnebago . . 

Red  River. 

Receiving  ship,  Cincinnati. 
Below  Memphis. 

Natchez  (ord.  boat). 

Cairo,  repairing. 

Tennessee  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Skipwith’s  Landing. 

Above  Fort  Adams. 

Guard  boat.  Red  River. 
Carthage. 

Above  Vicksburg. 
Cumberland  River. 

Below  Fort  Adams 
Dispatch  boat. 

Island  No.  10. 

White  River. 

Fort  Adams. 

Below  II organza. 

Fort  Pillow. 

Natchez,  repairing. 

Red  River. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Mouth  Yazoo  River. 
Tennessee  River . 

Do. 

Below  Memphis. 

Mouth  Arkansas  River. 
Carthage. 

Hospital  boat. 

Cairo,  HI. 

Ohio  River. 

Cumberland  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Ohio  River. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Blacksmith  shop,  Red  River. 
Below  Natchez. 

Cairo,  repairing. 

Mouth  White  River. 
Tennessee  River. 

Cairo. 

Fort  Adams. 

Ohio  River. 

Nearly  completed. 
Morganza. 


Letter  from  L.  P.  Normand  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  requesting 
the  return  of  cotton  seized  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

New  Orleans,  May  21,  186/ 

Sir:  After  the  capture  of  Fort  De  Fussy  on  Red  River  in  the 
month  of  March  or  April,  1864,  by  orders  of  Admiral  Porter,  the 
gunboat  Benton ,  then  stationed  at  said  fort  on  Red  River,  in  the 
Parish  of  Avoyelles,  State  of  Louisiana,  took  from  my  father-in-law, 
Mr.  Auguste  Voinche,  42  bales  of  cotton,  weighing  on  an  average 
each  425  pounds. 

At  the  time  the  cotton  was  taken  I  was  present,  and  I  told  Captain 
Greer,  of  the  gunboat  Benton ,  and  Captain  Townsend,  of  the  Essex , 
that  the  cotton  belonged  to  my  father-in-law,  and  that  he  was  a  loyal 
man  and  had  been  so ;  he  never  has  taken  any  part  in  the  rebellion ; 
he  has  never  aided  or  assisted  the  rebels  in  any  manner  whatsoever, 
and  he  is  a  French  subject. 

Please  be  kind  enough  to  instruct  Admiral  Porter  to  release  the 
above  number  of  bales  of  cotton  to  him  or  to  me,  in  this  city. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

L.  P.  Normand. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Endorsement.] 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing  letter,  Mr.  L.  P.  Norm  and,  is  an  honor¬ 
able  and  loyal  citizen  of  this  State,  and  well  known  for  his  great 
devotion  to  the  Union.  Indeed,  all  his  relatives  in  the  parish  of 
Avoyelles  are  gpod  Union  men. 

Michael  Hahn, 

Governor  of  Louisiana. 

[2d  endorsement.] 

Must  apply  to  the  court. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C olonel  Stibbs ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  condi¬ 
tions  at  the  post  at  the  mouth  of  White  River. 

Hdqrs.  Mouth  or  White  River,  Ark.,  May  21,  186 A 
Major  :  In  accordance  with  special  orders  from  your  headquarters 
of  May  15,  1864,  I  reported  at  this  post,  and  would  now  respectfully 
make  the  following  report  concerning  the  condition  of  affairs  here: 
I  found,  on  communicating  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Prichett, 
that  the  troops  had  been  ordered  here  in  compliance  with  request 
made  by  Captain  Prichett  to  General  Canby,  and  that  the  captain 
had  applied  for  two  companies,  while  the  general  ordered  200  men. 
1'here  are  three  trade  stores  and  an  extensive  Government  wood 
yard  here.  I  can  see  no  need  of  troops  here,  except  a  force  sufficient 
to  act  as  detectives  and  pickets  and  prevent  abuses  by  the  parties  in 
trade  here.  This,  Captain  Prichett  tells  me,  was  the  object  in  order¬ 
ing  the  troops  here. 

I  have  six  companies  here  (200  muskets),  while  I  can  not  use  to 
advantage  more  than  two.  My  rank  entitles  me  to  the  command  of 
the  post,  and  to  this  the  naval  officers  object,  claiming  this  to  be  a 
naval  station,  and  subject  entirely  to  their  control.  Being  the  senior 
officer  present,  I  shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  insist  on  taking 
command  of  and  regulating  all  affairs  on  shore  at  this  post.  My 
two  largest  companies  (80  muskets)  would  be  an  ample  force  to  do 
all  duty  required  here,  and  if  left  subject  to  orders  of  the  naval  officer 
here,  everything  would  move  smoothly. 

The  location  here  is  a  very  poor  one.  Many  of  my  men  are  already 
sick.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  that,  if  consistent  with 
your  views,  I  may  be  ordered  to  report  to  my  regiment  with  four 
companies,  leaving  my  two  largest  companies  here,  subject  to  orders 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Prichett.  Excuse  my  addressing  you  di¬ 
rect,  but  being  cut  off,  and  believing  this  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
service,  I  address  headquarters  direct. 

I  am,  maj  or,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Stibbs, 

Lieutenant-C olonel,  Commanding  Detachment  Twelfth  Iowa 
Major  W.  H.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Prichett,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  information  regard¬ 
ing  movements  of  Union  and  Confederate  forces  in  Arkansas. 

Headquarters  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  May  22, 186 f. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  to  him,  to  the  care  of  the  commanding 
officer  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  as  early  as  possible,  any  official  communi¬ 
cations  or  bearers  of  dispatches  that  may  have  arrived  at  your  post 
from  General  Steele;  and  also  any  information  that  you  may  possess 
in  regard  to  the  movements  of  our  forces  and  of  those  of  the  rebels 
in  Arkansas.  The  commanding  general  wTill  also  be  obliged  for  any 
information  that  you  may  possess  respecting  the  troops  at  Pine 
Bluff  and  Arkansas  Post,  and  if,  so  far  as  you  know,  the  rebels  have 
crossed  the  Arkansas  River  with  the  view  of  operating  against 
Geneial  Steele’s  communications  between  that  river  and  the  White 
River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Major,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Prichett,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  Mouth  of  White  River. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Leaning,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Rattler ,  regarding  change  of  station. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  22,  186 If. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arival  of  the  Mound  City  to  relieve  you,  you  will 
inform  her  commander  all  about  the  Indianola  and  her  condition,  and 
will  then  take  the  station  between  Bayou  Pierre  and  Waterproof. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comclr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U .  S.  S. 
Forest  Rose,  regarding  change  of  station. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  22, 186 f. 

Sir:  After  the  Pittsburg  relieves  you,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise 
between  Bayou  Pierce  [Pierre]  and  Cole’s  Creek  Point  until  the 
Rattler  comes  down.  You  will  then  take  from  Waterproof  to  Natchez. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Master  Donnelly,  U.  S.  N avy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nymph. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  23,  186 L 
Sir:  Come  down  to  this  place  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  P.  Donnelly, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nymph, 


Report  of  Mayor- General  Washburn ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  assem¬ 
bling  of  Confederate  force  at  Corinth  and  Tupelo ,  Miss.,  under 
Generals  Forrest  and  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

May  23,  186 A 

(Received  12:30  p.  m.,  25th.) 

Forrest  and  Lee,  with  large  force,  are  at  Corinth  and  Tupelo. 
They  have  been  organizing  and  recuperating  at  and  near  Tupelo 
for  twenty  days,  and  horses  and  men  are  m  splendid  condition. 
They  have  from  10,000  to  12,000  men,  and  have  some  big  enterprise 
on  hand.  I  have  no  force  here  to  enable  me  to  go  out  and  attack 
them  and  break  up  their  plans.  My  force  at  Memphis  is  hardly  ade¬ 
quate  to  purposes  of  defense.  I  fear  they  will  do  great  havoc  if 
they  are  allowed  to  cross  the  Tennessee.  I  have  requested  Captain 
Pennock  to  patrol  the  Tennessee  with  gunboats,  for  I  believe  Middle 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  their  destination.  With  5,000  troops,  in 
addition  to  what  I  have,  I  could  organize  a  movable  force  and  go  out 
and  disperse  them. 

C.  C.  Washburn, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  IT.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  O'1  Neill,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Curlew ,  regarding  engagement  with  battery  at  Gaines  denuding, 

U.  S.  S.  Curlew,  May  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  5  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  when  opposite  Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  we  were  fired  into  from  a 
battery  on  shore,  consisting  of  10,  if  not  of  12  guns.  At  least  six 
full  volleys  were  fired  at  us.  One  12-pound  shell  struck  the  case¬ 
mate  of  this  vessel,  lodging  upon  the  ground  without  exploding. 
Two  6-pound  solid  shot  went  through  the  casemate  about  midships, 
on  port  side,  just  above  the  deck,  without  doing  any  material  injury. 
Shrapnel  flew  thick  around,  two  or  three  small  balls  penetrating  the 
cabin.  One  of  their  guns  evidently  was  of  large  caliber,  as  several 
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shots  went  far  over  and  beyond  the  vessel.  No  one  on  board  was 
injured,  although  several  of  the  crew  had  narrow  escapes. 

Notwithstanding  the  crew  was  just  turning  out  of  their  ham¬ 
mocks,  and  having  been  but  little  accustomed  to  such  attacks,  they 
acted  with  coolness  and  promptness  during  the  engagement,  which 
lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  working  the  guns  with  alacrity,  firing 
28  rounds  with  a  good  degree  of  precision.  Some  of  the  shots  from 
one  gun  were  seen  to  strike  in  their  midst. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Tyler  being  about  2  miles  in  advance  of  us,  I  blew 
the  whistle  to  notify  her  that  I  was  engaging  a  battery.  Before  she 
arrived  they  left  the  ground. 

After  consultation  with  the  commander  of  the  Tyler ,  it  was  deemed 
best,  the  battery  having  left,  to  proceed  on  our  way.  Some  distance 
above  we  met  the  transport  steamer  Nicholas  Longworth ,  wrhich  we 
were  ordered  by  Lieutenant- Commander  James  M.  Prichett,  of  the 
Tyler ,  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Romeo ,  to  return,  and  convoy  her 
below  where  the  battery  was,  which  we  did,  without  meeting  any 
further  difficulty.  This  caused  a  delay  in  our  arrival  at  Cairo  of  at 
least  twelve  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  O’Neill, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  discussing,  operations  in  Red  River  and  in 
the  East. 

Navy  Department,  Yi ashing  ton,  May  35, 186  A 
Dear  Porter:  We  are  much  relieved  at  receiving  your  telegram 
yesterday  that  the  ironclads  were  out  of  the  river,  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  Colonel  Bailey’s  conception.  As  soon  as  we  receive  your 
written  report  about  this  operation  we  shall  properly  thank  him. 
However  the  cases  shall  be  multiplied  where  the  Army  has  leaned 
upon  our  boats  for  salvation  and  returned  no  thanks,  the  reverse 
shall  not  occur  without  due  and  proper  notice  from  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment.  Bad  as  things  looked,  I  had  a  confident  presentiment 
that  even  the  elements  would  be  mastered  in  saving  that  fleet.  I  am 
sorry  for  Banks ;  it  has  utterly  extinguished  him. 

The  Treasury  Department  is  taking  its  turn  under  the  scrutiny 
of  investigating  committees.  First,  by  a  special  committee  raised 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  second,  by  Chase’s  own  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Commerce  in  the  Senate.  This  latter  committee  will  con¬ 
demn  the  system  of  intercourse  with  the  rebellious  States  now  in 
operation  out  West.  Their  action  annoys  Chase,  because  it  seems  to 
color  the  charges  made  by  Frank  Blair.  Without  taking  any  part 
in  that  quarrel,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  always  been  opposed  to  this  trading,  and  several  times  pretty 
sharp  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Chase 
upon  the  subject.  k  The  other  day  Mr.  Chase,  in  conversation  with 
Mr.  Welles,  endeavored  to  throw  blame  upon  you  in  regard  to  deal¬ 
ings  in  cotton.  We  understand  this  to  be  a  move  on  his  part  to 
defend  himself  at  our  and  your  expense.  I  wish  to  inform  you  of 
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this  much,  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  them.  Any  facts  in  regard 
to  this  matter  of  trade  had  better  be  noted,  and  perhaps  a  history 
of  it  reported  to  the  Department  with  your  own  dealings,  such  a 
paper  as  can  be  yielded  to  any  Congressional  committee  that  should 
call  for  it. 

Grant  is  pushing  along  toward  Richmond  at  great  sacrifices,  but 
with  heroic  constancy.  Each  army  has  already  lost  30,000  men,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  60,000.  They  claim  a  victory  in  every  fight,  though  we 
have  22  guns  and  10,000  prisoners,  part  of  which  are  the  original 
Stonewall  Brigade  entire.  Richmond  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  South¬ 
ern  Confederacy,  is  Lee’s  army;  that  beaten,  they  are  beaten  every¬ 
where.  So  you  see  the  fields  southeast  of  Spottsylvania  are  now  the 
theater  of  the  decisive  contest.  Rolled  back  to  the  Potomac,  we  never 
again  can  advance  to  the  capture  of  Richmond,  and  the  rebs  driven 
from  their  capital,  perish  as  a  Southern  Confederacy.  I  feel  sure 
we  shall  beat  them,  but  through  a  series  of  desperate  and  bloody  en¬ 
counters,  where  will  perish  most  of  the  authors  and  sustainers  of  the 
rebel  cause. 

The  New  Ironsides  is  coming  home  for  repairs.  Melancton  Smith 
is  attending  to  the  ram  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina.  He  had  a 
one-sided  fight  the  other  day,  in  which  the  Sassacus  struck  the  ram 
fair,  going  9  knots.  I  would  have  supposed  she  would  have  gone 
entirely  through  her,  but  the  damage  was  not  serious  enough  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  retiring  slowly  from  the  action. 

We  have  sent  in  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe’s  name  for  advance¬ 
ment  five  numbers  under  the  new  law  for  the  dash,  though  unsuc¬ 
cessful. 

Dahlgren  wants  to  come  home.  Poor  fellow,  hard  work,  forty-two 
courageous  and  persistent  attacks,  poor  health,  and  the  papers  dis¬ 
cussing  and  cussing  him.  The  square  flag  is  not  the  pleasant  place 
Washington  navy  yard  was.  I  don’t  think  we  can  let  him  home  just 
now.  I  am  afraid  the  Navy  is  not  treating  him  fairly,  for  reasons 
you  understand.  After  you  get  your  feathers  smoothed  and  oiled, 
I  don’t  see  why  you  should  not  come  East,  if  you  so  desire  it. 

Please  make  your  secretary  apply  for  the  place  of  assistant  pay¬ 
master,  and  give  him  such  endorsement  as  you  shall  deem  best. 

The  only  fight  we  have  on  hand  now  is  to  get  rid  of  navy  agents, 
and  have  officers  do  that  and  storekeepers’  duties,  something  like 
your  system  out  West.  I  will  send  you  Grimes’s  speech  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  Thursday.  If  the  plan  works  well  out  there,  a  letter  from  you 
would  benefit  the  service  and  help  us  in  the  fight.  Read  Grimes’s 
speech  first. 

You  will  find  some  interesting  reading  in  the  book  called  Armored 
Vessels.  Don’t  forget  the  Winnebago’s  turrets. 

Faithfully,  G.  V.  Fox. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  names  for 
vessels  purchased  and  under  construction. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mound  City ,  III.,  May  26,  186 1/. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  names  for  vessels 
lately  purchased  and  ready  for  service:  Lavinia  Logan ,  Antelope; 
Reindeer  57,  Peri;  Huntress ,  Huntress ;  Hartford ,  Sibyl. 
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Four  steamers  built  at  Chattanooga  are  almost  ready  for  service. 
I  sent  forward  the  guns  today,  and  have  detailed  the  officers.  These 
are  fine  steamers  of  their  class.  T  respectfully  recommend  that  they 
be  named  as  follows:  General  Grant ,  General  Sherman ,  General 
Thomas ,  General  Burnside,  in  compliment  to  those  gallant  officers. 

I  shall  have  two  more  steamers  ready  there  in  the  course  of  a 
month. 

The  vessels  are  being  built  under  my  directions,  and  the  quarter¬ 
master  pays  all  bills. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington.  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
duty  assigned  to  steamer  Little  Champion. 

U.  S.  S.  Ozark, 

Red  River,  May  26,  186 Jf. 

Sir:  The  Little  Champion  arrived  yesterday.  I  have  ordered  her 
to  return  with  one  barge  with  210  bales  cotton,  one  empty  barge,  and 
one  gun  float  with  6  guns  on  it.  Hoping  this  will  meet  your  appro¬ 
bation, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Broavn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


List  of  boats  in  port,  Mound  City ,  III.,  May  26,  186 f. 

Sovereign,  used  as  boarding  house;  W.  H.  Brown,  on  the  ways; 
Cincinnati,  on  the  ways;  Tuscumbia ,  repairing;  Juliet,  repairing, 
officers  and  crew  transferred;  Cricket,  for  repairs;  Lavinia  Logan, 
for  Admiral  Farragut;  Reindeer  (No.  57),  fitting  out;  Vindicator, 
fitting  out;  Benefit, . repairing;  Pansy,  on  the  ways,  repairing;  Siren, 
receiving  ship;  Fairy ,  on  duty;  General  Pillow,  guarding  powder 
boats;  Moose,  Reindeer,  just  arrived  to  take  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  to  new  boats  on  the  upper  Tennessee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C omnnander  Owen ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  regarding 
measures  for  opposing  the  operations  of  Marmaduke's  cavalry. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Lake  Providence,  La.,  May  26,  186 Jf. 
Sir:  By  dispatches  dated  24th  instant,  received  from  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Baldwin,  commanding  Romeo,  and  Acting  Ensign  Chambers, 
commanding  Prairie  Bird,  I  am  informed  that  Marmaduke  is  on 
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the  Louisiana  bank  of  the  river  from  head  of  [No.]  82  to  foot  of 
[hso.]  84  (islands),  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  The  pieces  are  re¬ 
ported  to  me  as  heavier  than  those  on  the  light-drafts.  I  am  now  on 
my  way  to  that  part  of  the  district,  I  will  leave  the  Great  Western 
at  Skipwith’s  and  take  the  Exchange  with  me.  Considerable  mus¬ 
ketry  has  been  used,  but  the  probable  force  is  yet  not  known.  No 
serious  casualties  have  yet  occurred.  Acting  Ensign.  Dwyer,  of  the 
Romeo ,  was  shot  in  the  thigh  by  a  musket  ball.  To  effectually  drive 
away  the  enemy’s  guns  will  require  a  cooperating  land  force.  As 
soon  as  I  learn  about  the  force  of  Marmaduke  I  will  dispatch  Gen¬ 
eral  Slocum.  Major-General  A.  J.  Smith  is  now  in  Vicksburg  with 
his  entire  force  and  ready  to  come  up.  As  soon  as  safe  I  will  send 
the  Great  Western  up.  If  the  enemy  propose  to  remain  on  the  river 
between  Eunice  and  Sunnyside,  two  or  three  more  vessels  would  be 
required  to  protect  transports,  and  one  of  those  an  ironclad,  besides 
this  vessel.  It  is  possible  the  enemy  will  cross  a  portion  of  his  force 
over  the  river,  using  both  banks.  In  that  case  the  present  small 
force  would  be  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  the  river.  Coal  is 
very  much  needed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

L  ieutenan  t -  Com  m  ancle  r,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.  ] 


St.  Louis,  May  26,  1864. 

General  [John  M.]  Thayer  telegraphs  me  from  Fort  Smith,  urging 
me  to  send  several  boats  with  stores  up  the  Arkansas.  Admiral  Por¬ 
ter  some  time  since  advised  that  in  his  opinion  navigation  of  that 
river  was  impracticable.  Please  advise  me  as  soon  as  possible  his 
views  or  your  own  upon  sending  this  fleet,  and  whether  you- can  send 
convoy. 

L.  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Letter  from  chief  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis  to  Fleet  Captain  Pern 
nock,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  convoy  for  stores  to  he  sent  up  the 
Arkansas  River. 

Quartermaster’s  Department, 

Office  of  Chief  of  Western  River  Transportation, 

St.  Louis ,  May  26,  1864. 

Captain:  On  the  requisition  of  General  Thayer  at  Fort  Smith 
and  the  commissary  here,  I  am  loading  several  light-draft  boats  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  send  up  the  Arkansas.  The  river  is  rising  rap¬ 
idly  at  Fort  Smith,  and  as  prompt  action  is  essential  to  success,  I 
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write  so  that  you  can  advise  Admiral  Porter  or  take  such  measures 
in  reference  to  convoys  as  you  deem  necessary.  I  think  the  fleet  will 
leave  here  within  two  or  three  days  and  proceed  at  once  to  the 
Arkansas,  to  await  the  support  of  the  gunboats.  My  own  judgment 
does  not  favor  the  expedition,  but  I  am  overruled,  and  shall  do  all  I 
can  for  its  success.  I  will  thank  you  to  telegraph  me  on  receipt  of 
this  what  can  be  done. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Qmr.  Western  River  Transportation. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Mound  City ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  May  27 ,  186  \ 

Your  dispatch  received.  My  views  in  regard  to  the  general  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Arkansas  fully  concur  with  yours,  but  I  am  required 
and  am  loading  a  fleet  of  boats  for  that  river,  based  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  dispatch : 

Fort  Smith,  [Ark.],  May  25. 

The  river  is  rising  rapidly.  Can  you  not  send  forage  to  this  point?  A  fleet 
of  very  light-draft  steamers,  loaded  with  commissary  and  forage.  Do  so  by 
all  means  if  in  your  power. 

John  M.  Thayer, 
Brigadier-General. 

Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons. 

I  wrote  Captain  Pennock  last  evening. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
shipment  of  guns  from  Louisville ,  Ky. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Off  Smithland ,  Ky.,  May  27,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  find  on  arriving  here  that  there  is  only  3  feet  water  on 
Harpeth  Shoals  and  falling  very  fast.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be 
safe  for  me  to  venture  up  this  river  with  the  guns,  etc. 

I  will  therefore  run  direct  to  Louisville  and  ship  them  from  there ; 
the  cars  that  take  them  will  run  straight  through  without  changing. 

Guards  have  been  provided  by  the  army  ordnance  officers  to  go 
with  them,  both  from  Louisville  and  Nashville. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City,  III. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  recommending  the 
promotion  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  May  27, 1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  promotion  of  Acting 
Master  J.  S.  Watson,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hastings ,  to  acting  volun¬ 
teer  lieutenant,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  action. 

He  had  command  of  the  Juliet  up  Red  River,  and  brought  his 
vessel  safely  out  of  places  where  there  was  some  danger  of  her 
safety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ .  S. 
N avy,  to  report  to  the  Navy  Department  in  person. 

Navy  Department,  May  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  Wdien  you  feel  that  you  have  made  such  arrangement  of  your 
squadron  as  will  admit  of  your  absence  from  it  for  a  short  period, 
I  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  proceed  to  Washington  and  report  in 
person  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo,  III. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  designating  the 
vessels  belonging  to  the  several  districts  of  his  command. 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  199.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  May  27,  1864. 

General  Orders  80,  141,  and  195  are  hereby  revoked,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  will  be  substituted : 

First  District— from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville — composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Essex ,  Argosy,  General  Price ,  St.  Clair,  Alex¬ 
andria. 

Second  District — from  Donaldsonville  to  Morganza — composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Lafayette,  Juliet,  Kenwood,  Ouachita, 
Avenger,  Nymph,  Chickasaw. 

Third  District — from  Morganza  to  Fort  Adams — composed  of  the 
following  vessels:  Choctaw,  Gazelle ,  Neosho,  Ozark,  Winnebago, 
General  "Bragg,  Little  Rebel ,  Fort  Hindman,  Cricket ,  Naiad. 

Fourth  District — from  Fort  Adams  to  Natchez — composed  of  the 
following  vessels:  Siren ,  Champion,  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Peri. 
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Fifth  District — from  Natchez  to  Vicksburg — composed  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  vessels:  Benton ,  Pittsburg ,  Curlew ,  Mound  City ,  Rattler , 
Judge  Torrence ,  Forest  Rose. 

Sixth  district — from  Vicksburg  to  Arkansas  River — composed  of 
the  following  vessels :  Romeo ,  Louisville ,  Marmora ,  Prairie  Bird ,  and 
two  other  light-drafts. 

Seventh  District — from  Arkansas  River  to  Memphis — composed  of 
the  following  vessels:  Hastings ,  Fawn,  Naumkeag,  Tyler,  Queen 
City,  Exchange,  Silver  Cloud,  Linden. 

Eighth  District— from  Memphis  to  Columbus— composed  of  the 
following  vessels:  Osage,  Carondelet,  Huntress,  New  Era. 

Ninth  District — from  Cairo  to  the  head  of  Tennessee  River — com¬ 
posed.  of  the  following  vessels :  Tawah,  Elfin,  Tuscumbia ,  Key  West, 
Undine ,  Paw  Paw,  Robb,  Peosta. 

Tenth  District — Cumberland  River  and  Upper  Ohio — composed 
of  the  following  vessels :  Brilliant,  Moose,  Victory,  F airplay,  Spring- 
field,  Reindeer,  Silver  Lake. 

At  station  at  Cairo  and  to  be  ready  at  all  times  for  the  admiral’s 
service,  Fairy,  Sibyl. 

The  vessels  of  one  district  are  not  to  be  ordered  away  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  another  district  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  a  great  emer¬ 
gency  exists  for  so  doing ;  but  commanders  of  districts  will  cooperate 
with  each  other,  and,  when  occasion  requires,  render  all  aid  and  assist¬ 
ance  in  their  power. 

Observe  and  carry  out  the  requirements  of  General  Order  No.  84. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  signals. 

General  Orber,  1  •  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  205.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  May  28, 186 4. 

The  day  and  night  distinguishing  signals  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Fairy  will 
be  those  of  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Petrel.  y 

The  day  signals  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator  will  be  those  next  after 
the  U.  S.  S.  Lafayette  on  the  signal  board. 

.  Nigh*  distinguishing  lights  have  been  assigned  to  vessels  as  follows, 
viz:  T  indicator ,  No.  60;  Elfin,  No.  63;  Undine,  No.  55. 

t  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Laning,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandinq  U  S  S 
Rattler. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  May  28,  186V 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant, 

VHien  you  have  finished  your  work  at  the  Indianola  come  down 
to  this  place  with  the  Rattler  and  ask  Captain  Johnston  to  look  out 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  331 

for  your  beat  during  your  absence.  I  will  then  have  Mr.  Elliott  sur¬ 
veyed.  I  sent  you  yesterday  some  drawing  paper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jas.  Laning, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
Sixth  District ,  regarding  affairs  pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Gaines  Landing ,  May  28 ,  18 Off 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  this  afternoon,  and  can  see  or  hear  nothing  of 
the  rebel  forces.  A  few  moments  since  I  threw  a  few  shrapnel  at 
some  scouts  behind  the  levee.  They  scampered  off  at  the  first  fire. 
No  attacks  have  been  made  on  boats  passing  for  the  past  three  days. 
It  may  be  the  enemy  have  moved  down  the  river  to  attack  Lake 
Providence  and  Goodrich’s  Landing,  where  there  are  a  few  troops 
protecting  stores  and  plantation  lessees.  No  gunboat  is  stationed  at 
either  place.  The  Great  Western .  leaks  very  badly  when  underway. 
She  is  now  stationed  at  Skipwith’s.  I  will  send  her  up  as  soon  as  I 
send  a  boat,  or  go  down  to  relieve  her.  The  Exchange  and  Prairie 
Bird  both  require  pilots,  and  the  Prairie  Bird  an  engineer.  There  is 
not  any  coal  at  Skipwith’s,  and  the  late  convoying  has  left  the  vessel 
quite  short.  Whilst  it  is  necessary  to  convoy  steamers,  this  district 
will  require  more  than  two  barges  a  month  for  its  own  use ;  whilst 
vessels  go  up  and  down,  gunboats,  dispatch  boats,  and  towboats,  will 
require  another  barge  and  a  half.  If  the  vessels  were  allowed  to  coal 
out  of  barges  coming  down,  it  would  save  their  going  down  to  Skip¬ 
with’s.  This  vessel  is  short  60  men  of  her  complement,  and  the  times 
of  the  greater  portion  now  on  board  are  running  out  rapidly.  The 
Prairie  Bird  needs  general  repairing  badly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding  6th  Dist.,  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  _ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  chief  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  arrangements  for  convoying  stores  up  the 
Arkansas  River. 

Quartermaster’s  Department, 

Office  of  Chief  of  Western  River  Transportation, 

St.  Louis,  May  28,  186 ff 

Admiral  :  Your  dispatch  as  follows,  “  Mound  City,  May  27,  1864. 
If  you  think  proper  to  send  the  transports,  the  gunboats  shall  go  up 
with  them,”  is  received.  It  is  not  at  all  left  to  my  judgment.  I  am 
required  to  furnish  the  transportation  for  a  quantity  of  stores  to 
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Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith,  via  the  Arkansas,  and  can  not  change  it, 
I  therefore  sent  you  the  following  reply  to-day:  “The  transports 
with  stores  designed  for  Fort  Smith  will  leave  here  as  soon  as  the 
stores  are  furnished  for  the  boats.  I  hope  within  two  or  three  days 
at  farthest.  I  write  you.”  There  shall  be  no  delay  on  my  part  in 
having  the  boats  ready  here  for  the  stores.  If  furnished  by  the  com¬ 
missary  and  forage  quartermaster  promptly,  a  number  of  boats  will 
leave  here  within  three  days  for  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  with 
orders  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  to  go  up  the  Arkansas,  and,  ’if  un- 
successful,  then  to  proceed  to  DevalPs  Bluff.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  they  will  of  course  await  your  orders  as  to  proceeding. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  B  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Qmr.  Western  River  Transportation. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hickey ,  U.  S.  Ravy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Queen  City ,  regarding  captures  made  at  Clarendon ,  Ark. 

U.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  May  28, 186 A 

Sir.  I  landed  at  Clarendon  this  day  and  captured  3  mules  and  1 
horse,  all  marked  U.  S. 

I  took  Mr.  Dial,  who  claimed  them,  prisoner.  I  also  took  Mr. 
Carr,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  was  in  company  with  Mr.  Dial, 
taking  from  him  2  mules  and  1  horse.  As  I  landed,  I  drove  out  some 
rebel  pickets  who  were  with  the  men  captured. 

.  Cf*rr  is  well  known  to  the  Union-loving  people  of  that  section  and 
is  a  terror  to  them  all. 

-m1  Jurn®d  !the  Prisoners  over  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Devall’s 
-biuti  and  the  stock  to  the  quartermaster,  he  being  very  much  in 
need  of  them,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  M.  Prichett. 


Michael  Hickey, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


/vk  /k  /M  ■/  „  A  A  _  f  -  v  #  /v  "■  —  — 

U.  S.  S.  Silver  Lake, 
Cumberland  River ,  May  29. 186A. 

W  ill  •  I  L  A  TTiV  i- 1,  .  1  _  _  _  _  i  I  -a 
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Mr.  Nathan  Bowman,  a  very  respectable  citizen  of  Kentucky,  aged 
about  60  years,  a  relative  of  Judge  Williams,  of  Paducah,  and  well 
known  by  his  neighbors  and  friends  as  an  original,  staunch,  loyal 
man,  states  as  follows,  viz : 

That  the  prisoner’s  name  is  Moses  W.  Bozard  and  is  a  neighbor  of 
his.  That  last  November  the  Federal  soldiers  went  to  Bozard’s  house 
to  search  for  arms ;  that  Bozard  denied  having  any,  but  the  soldiers 
found  a  shotgun  in  his  house.  He  was  heard  to  say  afterwards  that 
they  did  not  find  a  home-made  Bowie  knife,  which  he  had  secreted 
for  the  especial  use  of  his  Union  neighbors.  Was  told  by  his  neigh¬ 
bors  that  unless  he  gave  up  the  knife  he  would  be  informed  on. 

He  has  been  known  to  admit  persons  into  his  house  in  the  night 
last  winter  at  different  times  who  were  considered  improper  persons 
and  strongly  suspected  of  being  guerrillas.  He  also  had  acquaintance 
with  and  harbored  men  that  he  knew  were  going  to  join  guerrilla 
bands.  He  is  believed  to  have  given  information  to  guerrillas  of 
where  his  Union  neighbors  had  secreted  their  stock  and  other  valu¬ 
ables,  which  were  afterwards  stolen  by  the  guerillas,  he  losing  noth¬ 
ing.  He  is  a  known  sympathizer  and  active  secessionist,  and  the 
secessionists  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  him. 

When  asked  his  business  in  the  neighborhood,  he  stated  to  Captain 
Oakley,  Fungo  Home  Guards,  and  others  that  his  object  in  coming 
there  was  to  procure  arms  for  the  protection  of  himself  and  neighbors 
against  guerrillas,  as  he  had  on  the  Friday  previous  whipped  a 
guerrilla  named  A.  J.  Kane,  who  was  a  secessionist. 

Mr.  Bowman  says  that  A.  J.  Kane  is  a  quiet,  peaceable  Union 
man  and  that  Bozard  did  not  whip  him.  He  can  establish  this  fact, 
because  he  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  at  that  time. 

It  is  believed  by  Mr.  Bowman  that  Bozard  came  into  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  as  a  spy,  to  prepare  the  way  and  give  information  to  the 
guerrillas  of  where  property  of  the  Union  men  could  be  found  and 
also  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts,  strength,  organization,  and  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Home  Guards.  That  he  had  done  so  at  the  instigation 
of  the  guerrillas  and  secessionists  of  Calloway  County,  many  of 
whom  he  is  known  to  associate  with. 

One  of  his  nephews  was  with  the  band  of  guerrillas  that  robbed 
the  Redd  Brothers  about  two  weeks  ago.  The  Redd  brothers  live 
about  2  miles  from  Newburg,  on  the  east  side  of  Tennessee  River. 

Mr.  BoAvman  refers  to  the  following-named  gentlemen  for  his 
character  generally:  Judge  Williams,  of  Paducah,  Ky.;  Judge 
McKnight,  of  Paducah,  Ky. ;  Judge  Beadles,  of  Marshall  County, 
provost-marshal  and  commander  at  Columbus,  Ky. ;  Dr.  Thomas, 
now  at  Smithland ;  Thomas  Bell,  surgeon  at  Paducah. 

The  prisoner  when  captured  had  on  his  person  a  small  amount  of 
money  (Federal  currency)  and  a  pass  from  the  provost-marshal  at 
Paducah,  passing  him  through  the  lines  until  further  orders,  dated 
April  23,  1864. 

Annexed  please  find  the  prisoner’s  own  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  C.  Coyle, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Leroy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District. 
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Moses  W.  Bozard,  the  prisoner,  on  being  questioned,  states  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

His  object  in  coming  between  the  rivers  was  to  see  his  relatives 
(Mrs.  Bozard  and  family),  who  live  near  Fungo.  He  has  been  to 
Paducah,  goes  there  whenever  he  pleases;  has  taken  the  oath;  says 
Captain  F arley,  of  Canton,  knows  him ;  crosses  the  Tennessee  River 
whenever  he  chooses ;  was  crossed  this  time  by  a  man  named  Williams, 
who  crosses  people  regularly.  (The  Newburg  and  Williams  Ferry 
are  the  same.) 

He.  lives  1^  miles  west  of  Murray,  Calloway  County,  Kv.;  has  been 
on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  since  the  25th  instant.  Is  a  farmer 
by  occupation;  was  at  Paducah,  May  6.  Denies  having  any  acquaint¬ 
ance  whatever  with  guerillas;  has  lived  on  the  Tennessee  River 
thirty  years ;  has  occupied  his  present  home  ever  since  the  war  com¬ 
menced;  associates  principally  with  Union  men;  never  harbored 
guerrillas ;  never  been  searched  by  either  party ;  never  kept  any  arms. 
Afterwards  said  the  Federal  soldiers  took  a  shotgun  from  him.  Says 
that  a  little  more  than  a  week  ago  he  whipped  a  man  named  Jackson 
Kane  severely  for  trying  to  shoot  one  of  his  dogs.  Acknowledges 
that  he  did  enquire  the  price  of  arms,  and  where  they  could  be  pro¬ 
cured,  merely,  he  says,  that  he  might  know  where  to  get  them  if  he 
wanted  them  for  himself  and  friends  for  protection. 

Very  respectfully, 


Jos.  C.  Coyle, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  Ky.,  May  29—11: 50  a.  m. 

All  quiet  here  this  morning.  There  are  small  detachments  of  the 
enemy  at  Mayfield,  Dukedom,  and  Paris.  I  am  informed  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Halleck  telegraphed  General  Prince  that  Forrest  has  a  force  of 
15,000  men  and  that  he  was  moving  north  from  Tupelo,  Miss.  Look 
out  for  Paducah,  as  it  was  thought  that  Forrest  would  strike  for  that 
place.  My  impression  is  that  he  will  try  to  cross  the  Tennessee  above 
Clifton,  to  destroy  General  Sherman’s  communications. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

.  Commanding  Ninth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

Forwarded  from  Metropolis,  Ill.,  per  steamer  Armada ,  May  29, 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  J  ’ 

Chas.  Wallace, 

Government  Agent. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretainj  of  War ,  trans¬ 
mitting  report  regarding  trade  carried  on  by  the  Marine  Brigade. 

Navy  Department,  July  12 ,  186 J. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  an 
extract  from  a  report  made  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  commanding 
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Mississippi  Squadron,  on  the  29th  May  last,  by  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Owen,  relative  to  the  trade  carried  on  with  the  rebels  by  the 
Marine  Brigade. 

Yery  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  SJcipwithls  Landing ,  May  29 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  The  enemy  having  left  the  river  in  this  district,  I  have  re¬ 
turned  to  this  place  and  have  ordered  the  Great  Western  to  proceed 
to  Cairo  in  accordance  with  your  orders  to  the  commander  of  that 
vessel.  A  few  guerrillas  are  on  both  banks,  but  chiefly  employed  in 
conscripting  and  getting  animals.  I  can  get  no  sworn  testimony,  but 
it  is  certainly  the  fact  that  the  Marine  Brigade  are  selling  to  rebels 
stores  of  every  description.  Boots  (cavalry),  navy  revolvers,  and 
many  other  things,  strictly  contraband  of  war. 

I  have  heard  this  from  hundreds  of  people,  from  Vicksburg  to 
Cypress  Bend. 

Their  chief  headquarters  appear  to  be  Greenville,  where  they 
mostly  remain. 

The  disbursing  officer  of  the  Earn  Fleet  does  not  hesitate  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  brigade  a  very  rotten  concern,  i.  e.,  they  do  everything 
and  anything  to  make  money. 

It  would  be  good  policy  to  do  away  with  this  brigade,  or  place  it 
at  intervals  under  naval  control.  I  find  cotton  boats  navigating  all 
the  bayous  with  military  permits.  I  to-day  have  commenced  over¬ 
hauling  these  vessels,  and  in  obedience  to  your  order  will  send  them 
to  New  Orleans. 

There  are  many  of  them  and  it  will  take  quite  a  number  of  officers. 
These  boats  are  undoubtedly  employed  in  getting  stores  to  the  rebels. 
The  military  suppose  they  control  the  water  as  well  as  land,  consider¬ 
ing  the  naval  authorities  as  auxiliary  or  secondary.  I  shall  regard 
no  order  on  the  water  unless  coming  from  my  naval  superior.  The 
large  trade  with  local  agents  here  and  there,  and  the  great  number 
of  boats  in  the  trade,  perplex  me  not  a  little.  I  would  like  to  have 
your  instructions,  independent  of  the  Treasury  Department  rules 
and  the  uncertain  rules  and  regulations  of  agents  and  generals  of  all 
description.  I  am  rapidly  becoming  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of 
this  trade,  and  will  soon  be  able  to  give  you  substantial  facts.  The 
Great  Western  leaves  at  once.  I  send  my  pilot  up  on  the  Great 
Western.  I  hope  he  will  be  ordered  back  immediately. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Donnelly ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Nymph ,  giving  names  of  vessels  boarded. 

U.  S.  S.  Nymph, 

Off  Plaqvemine ,  La .,  May  30,  1861/. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  vessels 
boarded  while  cruising  between  Waterproof  and  St.  Joseph,  Fourth 
District,  May  19 :  Steamer  Fawn ,  above  Waterproof,  May  19 ;  steamer 
Keota ,  below  Rodney,  May  21;  steamer  Jolahae ,  St.  Joseph,  May  23; 
steamer  Golden  Gate ,  off  Waterproof.  Cause  of  boarding,  to  ex¬ 
amine  papers  and  search  for  contraband  goods. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Donnelly, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  Miss.  Squadron ,  Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

U.  S.  S.  Osage,  ashore  on  Helena  Bar ,  and  operations  of  the  enemy 

at  Corinth,  Miss.,  and'  near  Osceola,  Ark. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Off  Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  30,  1861/.. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  yesterday 
at  6  p.  m. 

I  communicated  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Osage  at 
Helena  Bar  on  the  28th,  and  he  informs  me  that  a  rise  of  from  6  to 
9  inches  more  will  enable  him  to  get  her  afloat.  She  is  in  the  same 
position  as  when  you  passed  up.  The  Silver  Cloud  is  in  company 
with  her,  and  in  the  event  of  the  rise,  which  has  commenced,  will 
assist  in  hauling  her  off. 

Forrest  is  reported  at  Corinth  and  about  making  a  raid  into  this 
place.  I  shall  Remain  here  for  a  few  days,  or  until  further  informa¬ 
tion  is  received  from  him,  as  Captain  Townsend  informs  me  that  he 
is  about  leaving  Cairo.  A  letter  from  Acting  Master  Marshall,  of 
the  New  Era,  was  received  yesterday  evening,  giving  information  of 
a  rebel  force  of  from  100  to  200  strong  back  of  Osceola  landing, 
where  his  vessel  is  hung.  General  Washburn,  with  whom  I  have 
communicated  this  morning,  informs  me  that  he  will  send  a  cavalry 
force  up  to  that  point  to  cut  them  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Comdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Breese ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  provost- 
marshal  at  Cairo,  III.,  for  investigation  of  charges  against  Solomon 
and  Lewis  Harris,  prisoners. 

Mound  City,  May  31,  [f<?dj]. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  Admiral  Porter  I  send  you  Solomon  and 
Lewis  Harris,  captured  near  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  and  charged 
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bjr  their  neighbors  as  being  the  persons  who  gave  such  information 
as  led  to  the  recapture  and  death  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  ram 
Queen  of  the  West.  One  of  them  was  overheard  to  say  he  was  glad 
that  engineer  on  board  the  Black  Hawk  (one  of  General  Banks’ 
transports)  did  not  see  him,  as  he  knew  enough  about  him  to  stretch 
his  neck.  This  engineer  was,  I  believe,  on  board  the  Queen  of  the 
West  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  The  admiral  requests  that  you 
please  investigate  these  charges,  and  if,  from  any  cause,  they  can  not 
be  substantiated  that  these  men  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  C ommanding. 

Provost-Marshal, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  movements  of  Major-General  For¬ 
rest. ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  May  31 ,  186 L 

General:  I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  telegram  from 
Paducah : 

Information,  which  appears  to  be  reliable,  has  been  received  that  Forrest  is 
attempting  to  cut  off  Sherman’s  communications,  and  unless  a  force  (A.  J. 
Smith  or  some  one  else)  is  sent  up  here  he  may  succeed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  May  31,  1864. 

The  commander  of  the  post  has  reliable  information  that  Forrest 
is  at  Corinth  with  a  heavy  force,  [Abram]  Buford  this  side  with  a 
brigade.  Railroad  working  to  Corinth  and  being  repaired  to  Jack- 
[Miss.]. 

L  J  A.  F.  O’Neil, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Paw  Paw. 


son 


Rear-Admiral  D. 


D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  May  31,  1684- 

Captain  Shirk,  with  the  Key  West  and  Elfin,  went  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  at  8:30  a.  m. 

A.  F.  O’Neil, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Paw  Paw. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 
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[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  May  31 ,  186 If. 

The  Runyan  left  here  day  before  yesterday  for  the  mouth  of 
Arkansas.  Three  more  will  leave  in  the  morning,  to  be  followed  by 
others  as  fast  as  the  stores  can  be  furnished. 

L.  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 

approval  of  order  for  the  restriction  of  trade  in  Kentucky  and 

Tennessee. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Louisville ,  Ky.,  May  31, 1861f. 

Sir  :  I  find  on  coming  up  the  river  that  during  the  absence  of  the 
gunboats,  and  since  trade  has  been  reestablished,  there  has  been  an 
indiscriminate  traffic  with  the  rebels  in  Kentucky. 

Kentucky  is  now  full  of  guerrillas,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  pick  up  these  supplies  that  have  been  collecting  during  the  winter. 

There  are  not  boats  enough  in  this  district  to  guard  and  watch 
every  crossing,  therefore  the  only  way  to  stop  this  abuse  is  to  stop 
all  intercourse. 

The  greatest  difficulty  is  with  the  surveyors  of  ports.  If  they  did 
their  duty  strictly,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  such  restrictions. 

I  send  enclosed  an  order  which  I  hope  you  will  approve,  that  I 
may  get  it  in  full  force,  and  stop  this  smuggling  before  low  water 
sets  in.  I  do  not  think  we  can  be  too  severe  on  such  people. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City,  III. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Ohio  River,  June  1,  186 If. 

As  the  commerce  with  a  portion  of  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  has  been  carried  on  with  guerrillas  and  disloyal  persons 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  amount  to  an  abuse  of  the  privilege,  it  is 
hereby  ordered  that,  till  further  notice,  all  trade  to  the  Kentucky 
shore  below  Cannelton  is  prohibited,  and  steamers  must  not  land  on 
that  side  of  the  river,  except  at  posts  garrisoned  by  United  States 
troops,  without  a.  written  permit  from  the  proper  naval  officer. 

Any  steamer  violating  this  order  will  be  seized  and  sent  to  Mound 
City,  and  all  goods  found  in  scows  or  skiffs  crossing  the  river,  or 
about  to  cross,  without  a  permit  from  the  proper  naval  officer  will 
be  confiscated. 

All  persons  found  crossing  the  river  in  scows,  flats,  or  other  craft 
will  be  arrested. 
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All  ferries  within  the  above  limits  will,  from  this  date,  be  sus¬ 
pended  until  further  orders. 

As  soon  as  Government  steamers  cease  running  up  the  Cumberland 
River  no  vessel  will  be  permitted  to  enter  that  stream  until  naviga¬ 
tion  again  opens  in  the  fall. 

For  further  particulars,  commanding  officers  in  the  Tenth  District 
are  referred  to  General  Order  No.  2  from  the  admiral. 

[Le  Roy  Fitch], 

Lieutenant- C dmmander,  Gomdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  O  wen,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  informa¬ 
tion  of  C onfederate  battery  and  troops  at  Sunnyside ,  Ark. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Skipv'ithh  Landing ,  May  31,  186 V 
Sir:  I  was  informed  last  evening  by  Major  Lawrence,  of  the 
Marine  Brigade,  that  there  is  a  battery  of  nine  pieces  (20,  12,  and 
6  pounders)  at  Sunnyside,  supported  by  nearly  10,000  infantry.  I 
am  very  much  in  want  of  gunboats.  If  I  leave  here  I  fear  the  enemy 
will  come  in  and  destroy  the  tugs,  barges,  mortars,  etc.  The  Clara 
Eames  was  captured  and  burned.  I  fear  the  Pauline  Carroll ,  with  a 
thousand  troops  on  board,  has  shared  the  same  fate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Oaven, 

Lieutenant-C dmmander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


\Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Flye ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Osage,  regarding  efforts  to  get  that  vessel  off  Helena 

Bar. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage, 

Helena  Bar ,  Mississippi  River ,  May  31, 186 4- 

Sir  :  Previously  to  my  taking  command  of  this  vessel,  on  the  26th 
instant,  Captain  Selfridge  had  commenced  lightening  her  by  sending 
on  shore  some  of  the  iron  plating  of  the  turret,  the  heavy  iron  grat¬ 
ings,  all  of  the  solid  shot  and  grape,  and  many  other  heavy  articles. 
I  continued  the  process  by  removing  the  iron  plating  over  her  paddle 
wheel  and  pilot  house. 

By  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant  there  had  been  a  rise  of  water 
to  the  amount  of  7)  inches.  I  had  previously  carried  out  our  heaviest 
anchor,  a  little  on  the  starboard  bow,  and  backed  it  with  a  kedge. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud  came  to  our  assistance  on  the  28th  in¬ 
stant,  bringing  a  9-inch  and  an  11-inch  hawser.  One  of  these  hawsers 
was  run  from  our  port  bow  to  the  Silver  Cloud,  the  other  from  the 
shore  to  her  steam  capstan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  finding  that  the  river  was  no 
longer  rising,  I  made  every  effort  to  get  this  vessel  off  the  bar,  but 
without  the  least  success.  We  hove  in  on  our  starboard  anchor,  the 
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Silver  Cloud,  worked  her  steam  capstan,  and  we  worked  our  engine 
at  full  power  without  being  able  to  move  the  ship  in  the  least.  I 
repeatedly  caused  the  engine  to  be  backed  strongly,  that  the  paddle 
wheel  might  force  the  water  powerfully  under  the  bottom  of  the  ves¬ 
sel,  hoping  that  this  action  might  loosen  the  sand  underneath  her.  I 
also  used  rakes  and  hoes,  endeavoring  to  loosen  the  sand  alongside. 
We  kept  up  these  various  efforts  constantly  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  without  having  started  the  ship  in  the  least.  In  the  meantime 
the  water  had  commenced  falling,  and  has  continued  to  fall  ever  since. 
Nothing  further  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  moving  the  ship  until  it 
rises.  It  has  gone  down  15  inches  since  Sunday  morning,  the  29th 
instant,  and  is  still  falling  rapidly.  Already  a  knoll  of  hard  sand 
is  bare  under  our  port  side,  a  little  abaft  the  turret.  Forward  and 
aft  of  this  the  water  increases  gradually  to  3  feet  11  inches.  On  the 
starboard  side,  commencing  forward  and  going  aft  to  the  stern,  we 
have  the  following  depths  of  water,  viz:  3  feet  11  inches;  3  feet  9 
inches ;  3  feet  3  inches ;  2  feet  7  inches ;  2  feet ;  2  feet  5  inches ;  1  foot 
3  inches ;  2  feet ;  2  feet  6  inches ;  3  feet.  These  figures  show  that  the 
whole  weight  of  the  vessel  rests  on  hard  sand  amidships,  while  at 
each  end  there  is  nearly  enough  water  to  float  her.  As  a  consequence 
of  this,  she  is  badly  strained,  her  bow  and  stern  have  dropped  at  least 
6  inches,  and  her  fore-and-aft  bulkheads  have  broken  in  two  abreast 
the  fire  room.  This  last  injury  is  very  serious,  as  these  bulkheads 
stand  in  the  stead  of  keelsons  in  ordinary  vessels.  It  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  she  will  continue  to  hog  still  more  until  the  water  has 
entirely  left  her.  I  have  filled  in  under  the  bow  with  brush  so  as  to 
prevent  the  current  from  washing  away  the  sand  any  more  at  that 
point.  I  shall  continue  to  send  on  shore  such  heavy  articles  as  can 
be  spared  from  the  ship,  with  a  view  to  diminish  the  strain  on  her 
hull. 

I  am  prepared  to  get  up  steam  in  case  we  should  have  occasion  to 
revolve  the  turret. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Flye, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter. ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  protesting  against  the 
conduct  of  Treasury  agents  in  relation  to  trade  and  transmitting 
papers  on  the  subject. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  May  31, 1864. 

Sir.  I  have  scarcely  hoped  to  see  anything  like  a  cessation  of  guer¬ 
rilla  warfare  in  this  quarter  while  indiscriminate  trade  was  allowed 
and  while  an  army  of  so-called  Treasury  aids  were  employed  in 
supplying  the  enemy,  instead  of*  protecting  the  Treasury  and  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Government.  No  one  knows  the  difficulties  I  have  had 
to  contend  with  in  keeping  the  rebels  comparatively  q*uiet  in  the 
rivers,  having  hitherto  received  no  assistance  from  the  Army,  which 
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occupies  three  or  four  principal  points  on  this  river,  and  seldom 
makes  any  attempts  to  dislodge  the  guerrillas  that  come  to  the  bank 
for  plunder  and  trade. 

Treasury  agents  have  come  out  here  from  time  to  time,  professing 
to  be  armed  with  full  powers  to  trade,  even  within  the  enemy’s  lines. 
I  could  not  pretend  to  go  into  a  history  of  all  the  nefarious  trans¬ 
actions  that  have  occurred  on  this  river  through  the  connivance  of 
Treasury  agents,  and  notwithstanding  I  did  all  I  could  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  supplies  that  were  going  into  the  rebels’  hands,  I  found  it 
impossible  to  do  anything  while  the  military  commanders  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  Hickman,  Memphis,  Helena,  Vicksburg,  Natchez,  and  every 
military  post  on  the  Mississippi,  indorsed  the  permits  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  agents.  For  two  years  Memphis  has  been  a  regular  depot  for 
rebel  supplies,  as  much  as  $100,000  worth  of  stores  of  all  kinds  going 
into  the  enemy’s  lines  at  one  time,  and  though  the  rebels  might,  on 
two  or  three  occasions,  have  captured  Memphis  they  were  too  deeply 
interested  in  the  trade  to  do  anything  that  would  interrupt  it.  Had 
all  trade  been  cut  off  with  the  rebel  States  bordering  on  this  river 
the  sounds  of  war  would  scarcely  be  heard  here  now,  but  at  this  very 
moment  the  rebel  Forrest  is  passing  along  in  a  line  from  Baton  Rouge 
to  Paducah  and  supplying  the  rebel  army  with  the  supplies  that  have 
been  thrown  into  the  interior  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis. 

I  have  made  more  than  one  complaint  to  the  Department  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  these  matters,  though  I  could  hope  for  no  improvement  Avhile 
the  commanders  of  military  posts  recognized  Treasury  regulations 
as  taking  precedence  of  military  necessity. 

I  am  happy  at  last  to  see  that  there  is  some  hope  of  a  change  in 
the  system  which  has  heretofore  been  the  cause  of  so  much  mischief 
in  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi.  Generals  Washburn  and  Slo¬ 
cum  seem  to  be  the  first  officers  who  have  had  the  courage  to  attempt 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  trade  with  the  rebels,  which  is  not  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  any  laws  that  I  know  to  exist.  The  inclosed  is  a  printed 
order  of  General  Washburn,  which  I  have  endorsed,  and  which  I  hope 
the  Department  will  sustain  me  in  doing. 

I  have  but  one  object,  and  that  is  the  prevention  of  trade  with 
rebels;  and  the  crushing  out  of  this  rebellion. 

All  that  General  Washburn  says  is  true,  and  a  thousand  times  more 
could  be  said. 

I  enclose  a  slip  from  a  Western  newspaper,  which  gives  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  system  practiced  on  this  river  in  the  fewest  pos¬ 
sible  words.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  marked  “A”  which  gives 
the  names  of  parties  implicated  in  treasonable  transactions  with  the 
rebels. 

I  also  enclose  a  letter  marked  “  B,”  which  I  wrote  to  a  Mr.  Yeatman, 
Treasury  agent  at  Memphis,  in  answer  to  an  application  for  a  gun¬ 
boat.  Mr.  "Yeatman  never  answered  my  letter.  It  is  supposed  that 
he  is  engaged  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Parkman,  who  receives 
permits  for  an  unlimited  amount  of  supplies. 

Mr.  Yeatman  could  scarcely  have  been  blind  to  the  frauds  com¬ 
mitted  at  Memphis,  and  though  he  professes  to  be  superlatively 
honest,  I  am  not  disposed  to  separate  him  from  the  crowd  of  Treasury 
agents,  who  all  bear  bad  names  in  this  quarter.  At  Vicksburg  the 
complicity  of  some  Army  officers  of  the  Marine  Brigade  and  Treas- 
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ury  agents  has  been  so  notorious  that  it  is  known  to  eveiy  one.  I 
intend  to  collect  facts  which  will  be  sent  to  the  Department  from 
time  to  time  to  substantiate  all  I  say. 

At  Natchez  a  Judge  Hart,  Treasury  agent,  has  been  carrying  on 
the  most  shameful  traffic,  charging  large  commissions  for  permits, 
and  being  engaged  through  one  Field  in  opening  a  trade  store  by 
which  the  rebels  have  been  fully  supplied.  General  Slocum  has 
taken  this  matter  in  hand,  has  arrested  h  ield;  and,  I  think,  Hart,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  properly  dealt  with. 

Though  I  have  not  taken  any  very  decided  steps  to  break  up 
trade,  yet  I  have  made  myself  sufficiently  obnoxious  to  dishonest 
parties  to  cause  them  to  try  and  bring  some  odium  on  the  Navy. 
Not  one  of  the  few  charges  brought  against  the  Navy  has  had  the 
least  shadow  of  truth  in  them.  The  business  of  the  gunboats  has 
been  to  protect  commerce  passing  on  the  river  and  prevent  the 
rebels  from  getting  munitions  of  war.  The  combinations  of  the 
Army  and  Treasury  were  too  strong  for  us  to  resist,  though  I  have 
in  all  instances  seized  and  sent  to  court  every  article  of  contraband 
that  came  within  our  notice. 

At  different  times  since  I  took  command  here,  8,000  bales  of 
cotton  have  been  seized,  taken  from  the  bank,  or  found  abandoned, 
or  was  the  property  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Government.  In 
all  cases  of  the  kind,  such  cotton  has  been  sent  to  Cairo  to  Captain 
Pennock,  who  receipts  for  it,  registers  it  in  his  office,  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  anyone,  reports  it  with  accompanying  papers  to  the 
district  court,  and  when  the  marshal  receives  it  and  receipts  for  it, 
our  connection  with  the  matter  ceases.  I  think  the  course  pursued 
by  the  Navy  is  the  only  just  and  proper  one;  at  least  it  is  fair  to 
presume  that  claimants  are  satisfied  with  it,  as  out  of  about  8,000 
bales  not  1,000  have  been  condemned.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
dishonesty  about  these  transactions,  but  I  don’t  feel  interested 
enough  in  the  matter  to  go  to  the  trouble  or  expense  of  meddling 
with  it. 

I  have  reported  to  the  Department  every  case  where  there  was  the 
least  shadow  of  complaint  against  a  Navy  officer,  but  in  all  the 
complaints  brought  against  different  branches  of  the  service,  by  the 
press  or  parties  connected  with  it,  you  will  never  see  the  name  of  a 
naval  officer  mentioned.  There  were  two  or  three  disreputable 
characters  out  here,  but  I  soon  had  them  dismissed. 

Now,  all  I  ask,  sir,  is  that  you  will  give  your  hearty  support  to 
the  course  that  will  hereafter  be  followed  by  the  Army  and  Navy 
in  putting  down  illicit,  or  contraband  traffic,  and  you  may  depend 
that  war  will  end  in  these  waters. 

I  don’t  hesitate  to  say  that  the  Treasury  agents  have  been  the 
best  friends  the  rebels  have  had,  and  I  can  bring  written  docu¬ 
ments  to  prove  that  almost  every  Treasury  man  employed  on  the 
Mississippi  has  been  engaged  in  traffic  instead  of  attending  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government, 

Parties  are  now  engaged  in  preparing  a  statement  of  facts  for 
me,  which  I  will  lay  before  the  Department  when  they  come  to 
hand.  No  doubt  the  course  I  am  now  pursuing  will  call  forth  the 
ill-will  and  abuse  of  parties  accused,  but  I  am  perfectly  independent 
of  newspaper  attacks,  and  fearless  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 
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I  enclose  herewith  all  the  orders  I  have  issued  in  relation  to  trade, 
endeavoring  as  near  as  possible  not  to  run  counter  to  any  order  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C . 


[ Enclosures — Newspaper  clipping. ] 

I  propose  to  add  a  few  words  on  one  of  the  causes  which  has  done 
much  to  unfit  and  dispirit  this  army.  I  refer  to  the  wholesale 
venality  and  corruption  which  prevails.  It  is  an  astounding  fact 
that  nearly  every  prominent  commander  of  the  army  post  or  con¬ 
troller  of  stores  and  transportation  is  openly  accused  of  receiving 
bribes  for  favors.  Cotton  is  the  curse  of  the  army  of  the  lower  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  Such  vast  sums  are  ready  to  be  lavished  on  this  staple,  that 
it  requires  an  inbred  integrity  to  resist  the  temptation.  Quarter¬ 
masters,  provost-marshals,  post  commanders  are  all  implicated. 
These,  however,  are  not  so  bad  as  the  Treasury  agents  and  the  detec¬ 
tive  force.  If  ever  system  was  abused,  the  present  policy  of  selling 
supplies  to  the  rebels  is,  and  astonishing  as  it  may  seem,  the  very 
machinery  which  was  framed  to  prevent  it  proves  its  own  defect. 
All  sorts  of  goods  in  large  quantities,  including  contraband,  are  going 
to  the  enemy,  too  often,  I  fear,  with  the  knowledge  of  our  officers. 
One  favorite  channel  of  the  rebels  is  through  the  means  of  the  rev¬ 
enue  aid,  who  travels  on  all  boats,  who  is  simply  a  sponge  through 
which  you  can  filter  anything  by  paying  for  it.  To  add  to  this  piece 
of  villainy,  General  Bowen  has  a  large  force  of  detectives  who  are 
mainly  engaged  in  blackmailing  innocent  persons  and  getting  large 
fees  for  permitting  contraband  to  pass  by  them.  Cotton  dealers  and 
travelers  can  testify  to  the  annoyance  of  “these  low  characters.  They 
are  a  nuisance  which  should  be  abated. 


General  Order,  1 

No.  2.  J  Cairo,  III.,  October  18, 1862. 

The  commanders  of  all  vessels  going  up  and  down  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  will  detain  and  examine  all  boats  they  may  observe 
passing  from  one  shore  to  the  other.  This  rule  will  be  observed  from 
Louisville  to  Vicksburg  until  further  orders,  except  at  points  occu¬ 
pied  by  United  States  troops.  All  persons  so  detained  not  having 
passes  from  the  military  and  naval  commanders  will  be  brought  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron,  who  will  examine  into  the 
case. 

All  goods  or  merchandise,  arms,  ammunition,  or  contraband  of 
war  found  in  any  rowboat  or  scow  will  be  held  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  vessel  and  detained  by  him  until  further  orders. 

All  boats  “and  persons  are  to  be  strictly  searched  for  letters.  None 
are  to  be  permitted  to  pass,  and  all  are  to  be  brought  to  headquarters. 
All  boats  found  along  the  river  banks  at  suspicious  places  will  be 
taken  possession  of. 
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Any  vessel  that  may  be  fired  on  by  guerrillas  or  other  persons  will 
do  all  the  damage  in  her  power  to  the  vicinity  from  which  she  was 
attacked  in  order  to  repress  the  outrageous  practice  of  guerrilla 
warfare. 

After  the  25th  of  October  all  vessels  found  landing  cargoes  at  any 
point  below  Cairo  or  any  point  between  Cairo  and  Louisville,  except 
at  places  specified  in  collectors’  permits,  or  by  permission  from  the 
naval  commanding  officer  or  at  places  occupied  by  United  States 
troops  will  be  brought  to  Cairo  and  detained  until  the  matter  is 
investigated. 

A  copy  of  this  general  order  will  be  furnished  to  steamers  stopping 
at  this  port. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,]  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  21.  j  Cairo,  III.,  December  2,  1862. 

Commanders  of  all  vessels  will  not  permit  any  commerce  to  be 
carried  on  at  any  points  not  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  no 
matter  what  permits  they  may  have,  unless  they  are  mine. 

The  commanders  of  vessels  will  carefully  examine  all  steamers  not 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government  or  carrying  troops,  and  send  to 
me  all  those  carrying  contraband  or  improper  merchandise.  The 
object  is  to  break  up  the  carrying  of  anything  into  rebel  ports. 

I  regret  to  say  that  vessels  have  been  allowed  to  land  goods  between 
Helena  and  Memphis,  and  I  hope  a  stricter  lookout  may  be  kept  up 
in  future. 

The  following  vessels  have  been  carrying  contraband  goods  and 
must  be  examined  by  every  vessel  that  meets  them. 

Everything  in  the  way  of  military  clothing  is  contraband;  men’s 
shoes,  salt,  ready-made  clothing,  saddles,  medicines,  munitions  of 
war,  and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  a  good  plan  to  pass  nothing. 

List  of  vessels  reported  as  having  been  carrying  contraband  of  war, 
viz,  Blue  Wing ,  Black  Hawk,  J.  R.  Williams ,  Lake  City,  Conway. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order, 1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  47.  J  Yazoo  River,  April  15, 1863. 

The  commanders  of  all  vessels  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron  are 
directed  to  conform  strictly  to  the  orders  of  March  31,  1863,  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  regulating  trade.  No  officer  must 
interfere  with  the  purchase,  sale,  or  transportation  of  goods  or  mer¬ 
chandise,  which  shall  be  conducted  under  the  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  Treasury  agents  or  other  authorized  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  any  officers  will  give  such  aid  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  said  act  and  in  enforcing  due  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  said  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  can 
be  given  without  manifest  injury  to  the  public  service. 
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,  -ft  is  further  ordered  that  any  officer  who  may  have  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  any  property  belonging  to  the  insurrectionary  States  not  re¬ 
quired  for  military  purposes  shall  turn  it  over  to  a'  Treasury  agent, 
taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same.  All  papers,  receipts,  and 
vouchers  relating  to  such  property  should  be  turned  over  to  the 
Treasury  agent,  or  any  document  showing  the  right  to  possession  of 
such  property  by  the  individuals  from  whom  it  was  taken. 

No  officer  will  take  on  board  any  cotton,  tobacco,  goods,  or  mer¬ 
chandise,  unless  necessary  for  military  purposes  or  ordered  to  do  so 
by  me.  Nor  will  they  interfere  with  trade  upon  these  rivers,  .unless 
it  may  be  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  regulations  aforesaid. 

Every  commander  will  furnish  himself  with  a  copy  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Treasury  of  March  31,  conform  strictly  to  them  him¬ 
self,  and  make  all  others  under  him  do  the  same. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  50.  J  Flagship  Black  II awk,  April  27, 186S. 

All  commanding  officers  are  ordered  to  assist  the  agents  of  the 
Treasury  Department  in  cases  where  a  gunboat  is  needed  to  cover 
a  transport  while  taking  on  board  abandoned  property. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  109.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk,  October  Ilf.,  1863. 

In  cases  where  vessels  of  this  squadron  capture  steamers  engaged 
in  unlawful  traffic  on  the  Mississippi  and  tributaries,  the  law  govern¬ 
ing  prizes  captured  must  be  strictly  complied  with. 

The  law  requires  that  the  commanding  officer  shall  carefully  pre¬ 
serve  all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board,  and  transmit  the 
whole,  unmutilated,  to  the  judge  of  the  district  where  the  prize  is 
ordered  to  proceed,  with  all  the  necessary  witnesses,  and  a  report  of 
all  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture,  etc.  See  section  5  of 
article  approved  July  17,  1862. 

If  a  vessel  on  the  river  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  is  seized 
for  violation  of  any  existing  Treasury  laws  or  regulations,  the  same 
course  must  be  pursued  as  in  the  capture  of  any  enemy’s  vessel. 

In  case  this  rule  is  not  followed,  the  captain  will  become  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  unlawful  detention  of  the  vessel. 

If  a  vessel  is  not  seized  and  sent  into  port  of  the  district  of  a 
loyal  State,  she  must  not  be  detained  at  all  longer  than  necessary 
to  examine  her  papers,  nor  must  she  be  turned  over  to  the  Army, 
with  which  the  Navy  has  nothing  to  do  in  such  transactions;  nor 
must  the  commander  who  makes  the  seizure  compel  the  captain  or 
owners  to  give  bonds  to  deliver  themselves  up,  no  such  bonds  being 
legal. 

No  vessel  must  be  interfered  with  in  any  way  when  a  naval  com¬ 
mander  finds  a  revenue  aid  on  board,  unless  said  vessel  is  engaged 
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in  landing  munitions  of  war  or  is  trading  in  a  district  prohibited 
by  the  military  orders,  or  within  the  enemy’s  lines. 

The  officers  commanding  divisions  are  instructed  to  give  aid  and 
protection  to  all  legitimate  trade  and  have  the  orders  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Department  respected  by  the  vessels  under  their  immediate 
command. 

The  want  of  attention  to  those  printed  regulations  complicates 
the  duties  of  this  squadron,  and  gives  the  Navy  Department  much 
unnecesary  trouble  in  answering  applications  from  interested 
parties. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  111.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  October  17, 1863. 

By  the  new  Treasury  order  military  officers  commanding  posts  are 
authorized  to  endorse  permits  for  taking  out  cotton,  and  officers  of 
districts  will  also  endorse  for  any  persons  in  whom  they  have  confi¬ 
dence,  or  where  the  gunboats  can  protect  the  vessels. 

Vessels  loaded  with  cottom  will  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  New 
Orleans,  and  officers  on  the  gunboats  are  not  to  board  steamers  bound 
up  or  down,  unless  they  wish  to  put  on  board  dispatches,  and  every 
steamer  boarded  must  be  reported  to  me,  and  the  reasons  given  for 
boarding  her. 

It  is  desired  by  the  Government  to  protect  the  trade  where  cotton 
belongs  to  loyal  persons,  and  the  gunboats  must  give  their  protection 
whenever  they  can  do  so.  When  a  gunboat  has  given  the  protection 
required,  and  the  cotton  is  on  board,  the  commander  will  endorse  on 
the  receipt  “  All  correct,”  with  his  name  signed,  which  will  be  suffi¬ 
cient  pass  for  the  steamer. 

The  order  of  a  commander  of  a  military  post  or  district  will  be 
sufficient  if  there  is  no  revenue  aid  on  board. 

Generals  Grant’s  and  Banks’  orders  will,  at  all  times,  entitle  the 
persons  taking  cotton  to  the  protection  of  gunboats  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  orders  from  me,  unless  there  is  an  attempt  to  violate  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  landing  goods  of  a  suspicious 
character,  when  the  officer  commanding  the  division  must  exercise  his 
judgment  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  steamers  as  possible. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  197.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River,  May  20, 186 4. 

The  late  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  permits  persons  to 
bring  cotton  from  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  but  does  not  give 
permission  to  land  more  than  a  limited  quantity  of  family  supplies. 
All  officers  are  directed  not  to  interfere  with  the  cotton  trade,  but  to 
afford  protection  to  vessels  getting  it  off. 
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No  vessels  will,  however,  be  sent  up  any  river,  bayou,  or  creek  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  any  cotton  dealers,  who,  if  they  land  in  such  . 
places,  do  it  at  their  own  risk. 

All  that  will  be  required  of  commanders  will  be  to  see  that  no 
articles,  contraband  of  war,  are  landed  and  that  steamers  do  not 
carry  persons  away  from  landing  places  without  permits  or  passes, 
either  from  naval  officers  or  from  military  commanders. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1 

No.  198.  J  [May  20,  1864.] 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby  has  been  ordered  to  command  the 
troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  from  Cairo  to  Red  River, 
and  all  officers  under  my  command  will  cooperate  zealously  with  him, 
give  him  all  information  with  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  call  upon  him  at  any  time  for  assistance. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  209.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  May  31, 1864.. 

General  Washburn  has  issued  the  following  order  in  relation  to 
the  illicit  trade  in  this  river,  which  has  so  long  been  tolerated  and 
fostered  by  officers  commanding  military  posts  and  Treasury  agents, 
and  by  which  the  war  on  the  border  of  the  Mississippi  River  has 
been  much  prolonged : 

General  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Division  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  j  Memphis,  Term.,  May  14,  1864. 

The  abuses  existing  on  the  Mississippi  River  render  the  interference  of  the 
military  power  imperative.  Boats  have  cleared  almost  daily  from  Memphis 
with  clearances  for  any  landing  place  they  may  choose,  and  that  without  any 
further  restriction  than  a  clause  in  their  clearance  that  they  will  not  violate 
the  law  of  the  United  States.  Boats  thus  cleared,  loaded  to  the  guards  with  a 
variety  of  merchandise,  proceed  down  the  river,  sometimes  landing  on  the  shore, 
sometimes  rounding  to  and  anchoring  out,  and  communicating  with  the  shore 
in  small  boats.  They  open  trade  with  all  classes  of  people  except  loyal  ones. 
They  negotiate  with  rebel  chieftains  and  guerrillas  for  the  bringing  in  of 
cotton  and  taking  out  supplies.  They  invite  rebel  officers  and  soldiers  on  board 
and  drink  and  hobnob  together. 

Some  boats,  I  am  assured,  have  been  out  forty  or  fifty  days  from  their  clear¬ 
ance  from  Memphis,  replenishing  their  supplies  from  time  to  time  from  other 
boats  proceeding  up  or  down  the  river;  running  into  every  creek,  bayou,  and 
lagoon  where  Confederate  trade  can  be  carried  on.  Even  the  farce  of  landing 
under  the  guns  of  a  gunboat  is  seldom  complied  with.  The  revenue  aids  on 
board  of  each,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  known  to  be  of  bad  character, 
and  many  of  them  are  proven  to  be  in  complicity  with  persons  engaged  in 
contraband  trade.  *  One  arrested  yesterday  is  known  to  be  a  Confederate  soldier 
belonging  to  a  regiment  in  Arkansas,  and  is  now  in  the  Irving  Block;  another, 
when°the  boat  was  overhauled,  upon  which  he  was  aid,  took  the  precaution  to 
throw  his  valise  overboard,  thus  destroying  the  evidence  of  his  crime. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  no  boat  shall  land  between  Cairo  and  the  mouth 
of  the  White  River,  except  where  there  is  a  garrison  of  United  States  troops. 


348 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


They  will  not  be  allowed  to  land  in  skiffs  or  small  boats,  nor  will  they  be 
allowed  to  land  supplies  at  any  military  point  named  above,  except  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  troops  and  such  persons  as  are  residing  within 
the  Federal  lines,  without  special  permits  in  each  case  from  these  headquarters. 

The  ram  Monarch  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o’clock  down  the 
Mississippi  River  and  arrest  every  trading  boat  found  between  Memphis  and 
White  River.  All  passengers  on  board,  who  are  women  and  children,  or  all 
persons  not  liable  to  conscription  by  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  will 
be  put  ashore  at  the  first  landing,  together  with  any  effects  they  may  have; 
and  parties  liable  to  conscription  are  presumed  to  be  in  the  rebel  Army,  and 
will  be  brought  as  prisoners  of  war  to  this  city.  The  commander  of  the  ram 
Monarch  will  send  each  boat  to  this  city  under  guard,  which  will  be  furnished 
by  Brigadier-General  Buckland,  and  no  boats  will  be  allowed  to  land  except 
at  Helena  on  the  way  up. 

By  order  of  Major-General  C.  C.  Washburn : 

W.  H.  Morgan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  agree  fully  with  General  Washburn  in  all  he  says,  and  am  glad 
to  see  that  at  last  there  may  be  some  hopes  of  destroying  the  system 
of  trade  with  the  rebels,  which,  if  continued,  this  war  must  be  carried 
on  indefinitely. 

General  Washburn  speaks  in  his  general  order  of  the  “  farce  of 
landing  goods  under  the  surveillance  of  the  gunboats.”  If  there  has 
been  such  a  “  farce  ”  enacted,  it  has  been  contrary  to  my  orders,  as 
the  gunboats  have  been  directed  to  examine  every  article  that  went 
on  shore,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  contraband  of  war;  for  while 
Army  officers,  commanding  posts,  endorsed  permits  of  Treasury 
agents  for  supplies,  sufficient  in  amount  to  keep  a  large  rebel  army, 
the  Navy  could  do  no  more  than  see  that  these  supplies  were  not 
contraband  and  seize  them  where  they  were.  I  trust  there  will  be 
no  more  farces,  and  it  is  ordered  that  no  gunboat  permit  any  sup¬ 
plies  of  a  private  nature,  and  not  exclusively  for  the  public  service, 
to  be  landed  anywhere  on  the  river  except'  at  military  posts.  Let 
due  notice  be  given  to  all  boats  going  up  and  down  the  river,  and 
let  the  commander  of  each  district  see  that  all  boats  are  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

The  commanders  of  districts  will  permit  no  interference  or  seizure 
of  vessels  within  the  limits  of  my  command  for  illicit  traffic,  by  other 
than  naval  vessels.  They  will  cooperate  with  commanders  of  military 
posts  to  the  best  of  their  ability  in  putting  doivn  the  contraband 
traffic,  which  is  becoming  more  formidable  daily. 

No  organization  of  vessels  other  than  purely  naval  will  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  regulate  the  affairs  properly  coming  under  my  jurisdiction, 
and  if  any  vessel  or  vessels  so  organized  should  persist  in  interfering 
with  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Navy,  commanders  of  districts  wifi 
use  all  the  force  they  have  to  arrest  such  Vessels. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rem'- Admiral^  Comonanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


A. 

Between  the  1st  and  8th  of  April,  1864,  Mr.  Mansfield,  of  the  firm 
of  Mansfield,  Lovell  &  Co.,  New  Orleans  (and  some  others),  shipped 
some  $30,000  worth  of  provisions,  dry  goods,  etc.,  by  steamer  Empire 
I  arts/i  to  Lobdell’s  Landing,  West  Baton  Rouge,  some  14  miles  above 
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East  Baton  Rouge,  outside  the  Federal  lines,  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  supply  residents  of  the  Confederacy,  thereby  realizing  a 
handsome  profit  on  the  investment.  Soon  after  the  goods  were  landed 
as  above,  Brigadier-General  P.  St.  George  Cooke  dispatched  Colonel 
F.  A.  Boardman,  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  to  look  after  the 
goods.  He  thought  proper  to  seize  them,  supposing  the  commander 
of  the  department  would  not  be  guilty  of  supplying  the  enemy  with 
clothing  or  subsistence.  They  were  "brought  to  East  Baton  Rouge 
by  Colonel  Boardman’s  order. 

When  Provost-Marshal-General  Bowen  was  notified  of  the  fact, 
it  was  ascertained  that  these  goods  had  been  allowed  to  land  at  Lob- 
dell’s  by  permission  of  Major-General  Banks,  the  permit  for  the 
goods  bearing  his  signature,  as  well  as  that  of  Provost-Marshal-Gen¬ 
eral  Bowen  and  two  other  officials,  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect. 

As  soon  as  notified  of  the  seizure,  General  Bowen  immediately  or¬ 
dered  the  release  of  the  goods  and  allowed  them  to  be  taken  back  to 
the  place  of  seizure,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Confederacy,  to  subsist 
the  enemy  upon,  which  is  now  so  stubbornly  opposing  our  advance. 

The  above  is  but  one  instance  of  the  many  favors  shown  the  enemy 
by  high  officials  in  this  department. 


B. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo ,  November  11 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  November  6,  to  Captain  Pattison, 
has  been  forwarded  to  me  and  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  saying 
what  I  think  would  be  best  for  the  public  service. 

To  General  Grant  and  myself  was  first  submitted  a  plan  for  the 
introduction  of  trade  on  these  waters,  and  we  both  approved  it,  the 
regulations  to  take  effect  within  the  limits  not  forbidden  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  regulations. 

So  many  regulations  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time  that,  to 
avoid  interfering  with  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  and  to  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I 
forbade  the  officers  under  my  command  interfering  in  any  way  with 
trade,  except  in  cases  where  munitions  of  war  were  being  landed. 

I  found  the  permits  so  obscure  that  in  few  instances  could  a  vessel 
have  passed  an  examination  according  to  the  customs  prescribed  in 
maritime  ports,  with  which  customs  and  forms  I  am  very  familiar. 
In  all  cases  they  have  been  allowed  to  land  so  many  packages  without 
saying  what  the  packages  contained,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  they 
may  have  contained — and  no  doubt  in  many  cases  did  contain — 
powder,  for  I  see  by  an  admission  of  a  Mr.  Alexander, _  in  the  St. 
Louis  papers,  that  a  permit  was  given  for  powder  in  Chicago  when 
it  would  not  be  allowed  in  St.  Louis. 

You  can  not  have  failed  to  perceive  that  the  banks  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  are  lately  infested  with  guerrillas,  who,  I  am  informed,  come 
there  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  obtain  supplies  with  which  to 
carry  on  the  war. 

The  manifests  produced  by  most  of  the  vessels  examined  amount 
to  nothing;  addition  can  be  made  to  them  by  anyone  who  chooses 
to  do  so. 
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The  manifest  should  be  made  out  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper, 
with  proper  heading,  and  be  signed  and  sealed  by  the  collector, 
whereas  now  the  clearance  is  merely  pasted  on  to  a  separate  manifest 
which  is  in  a  dozen  different  handwritings. 

Every  bill  of  sale  should  be  approved  by  the  custom-house  au¬ 
thorities,  which  is  not  done.  I  am  confident  that  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  vessels  clearing  with  permits  to  trade  are  carrying  on 
illicit  traffic,  and  the  war  will  be  postponed  indefinitely  while  this 
thing  lasts.  We  have  not  only  to  fight  the  rebels,  but  we  have  to 
fight  against  these  dishonest  traders.  Two  of  them,  the  Lilly  Martin 
and  tug  Sweden  were  seized  and  sent  up  to  me  the  other  day,  but  I  had 
to  let  them  go,  as  they  had  covered  things  up  pretty  well ;  they  were 
both  speculators,  and  one  had  a  Government  aid  on  board.  If  the 
rebels  ever  get  hold  of  one  of  these  steamers  they  will  capture  and 
burn  half  a  dozen.  The  only  way  I  can  see  is  for  the  Treasury 
agents  to  put  in  the  clearance  for  all  vessels  “  to  land  under  cover 
of  a  gunboat,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  forfeited  if  this  rule  is 
not  complied  with.” 

The  gunboats  also  to  overhaul  all  cargo  that  is  landed  and  examine 
it,  and  to  seize  the  vessel  if  her  cargo  does  not  correspond  with  the 
manifest  and  bills  of  lading. 

I  do  not  see  myself  how  any  general  can  carry  on  operations  while 
at  any  moment  the  rebels  can  be  transported  from  one  side  of  the 
river  to  the  other,  which  I  have  reason  to  think  has  been  done  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  for  large  bodies  of  men  have  been  known  to 
cross  the  Mississippi  in  one  night,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of 
the  gunboats ;  this  could  only  be  done  by  steamers. 

I  will  seize  hereafter  every  vessel  that  attempts  to  trade  except 
under  the  guard  of  a  gunboat. 

Now  comes  another  question:  How  far  are  the  people  allowed  to 
trade  in  cotton?  My  idea  is  that  speculators  have  no  business  med¬ 
dling  with  the  trade,  but  that  planters  should  be  allowed  to  ship 
their  cotton.  None  but  dishonest  men  will  engage  in  this  restricted 
trade  anyhow,  and  do  so  for  the  profits  they  will  make  in  cotton. 

It  is  well  known  that  cotton  can  not  be  got  out  without  the  con¬ 
nivance  of  guerrillas,  who  are  paid  whatever  they  choose  to  demand. 
I  do  not  want  the  officers  under  my  command  to  become  excise  officers, 
but  the  safety  and  interests  of  the  operations  now  going  on  demand 
that  some  steps  be  taken  to  arrest  the  wholesale  dishonesty  which  is 
being  practiced.  As  to  the  commerce,  it  is  doing  the  country  no 
good  and  only  benefiting  the  rebels,  and  I  think  the  sooner  they  all 
starve  to  death  the  better  it  will  be. 

If  there  are  Union  people  among  them,  I  would  help  them ;  but  not 
a  man  of  doubtful  loyalty  would  I  give  any  assistance  to.  They 
should  all  be  made  to  come  to  the  North  and  get  their  supplies;  they 
could  then  see  for  themselves  our  prosperity  and  judge  how  useless  it 
is  for  them  to  hope  for  success  in  the  villainous  war  they  have  com¬ 
menced.  The  comparison  between  the  North  and  the  South  which 
they  would  witness  in  their  visit  to  that  part  of  the  Union  would  not 
be  very  flattering  to  their  pride,  and  they  could  see  that  the  stories 
told  about  the  grass  growing  in  our  streets  are  all  fabrications. 

I  know  of  but  one  way  to  carry  on  war,  and  that  is  to  deprive  these 
people  of  every  hope  of  comfort  and  means  of  living  until  they  go 
down  on  their  knees  and  beg  for  mercy.  As  to  the  cotton,  I  would 
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like  to  see  it  all  burned,  for  it  has  led  to  nothing  but  dishonesty  during 
this  war. 

The  rebels  were  lately  so  short  of  powder  that  they  could  not  get 
any  to  fire  on  our  boats  with,  and  now  they  are  crowding  into  the 
banks  by  hundreds.  Whisky  and  powder  are  the  main  inducements. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  how  far  down  vessels  receive  permits  to 
trade,  and  whether  vessels  going  below  Memphis  and  clearing  from 
St.  Louis  or  other  places  above  have  to  stop  at  Memphis  to  have  their 
bills  of  lading  viseed  ?  Will  you  also  send  me  forms  of  bills  of  lad¬ 
ing,  manifests,  and  clearances,  and  I  will  have  a  lot  struck  off  for  the 
guidance  of  the  commanders,  etc.,  or  if  you  will  send  me  100  of  each 
it  will  save  time.  I  can  thus  supply  each  vessel.  Your  signature 
and  that  of  the  other  officers  would  be  desirable,  so  that  our  officers 
would  know  them. 

With  a  uniform  system,  the  smuggling  can  be  broken  up ;  but  the 
best  place  to  do  it  is  at  Memphis ;  detectives  there  could  stop  a  great 
deal  of  it.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you'  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I 
may  be  away  up  the  Tennessee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Thos.  H.  Yeatman,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  of  Treasury ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sickles ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States ,  urging  the  interdiction  of  trade. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Fairy, 

Off  Memphis ,  Tenn.,  May  31 , 186 Jf. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  of  importance  to  report  to  you  the  real  character 
of  the  trade  with  the  enemy  which  is  carried  on  in  the  neighborhood 
of  our  lines.  In  the  way  it  has  been  conducted  immense  supplies  go 
to  the  enemy  and  help  to  sustain  a  hostile  population.  The  removal 
of  restrictions  upon  trade  in  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  West  Virginia 
opened  an  extensive  frontier,  through  which  the  enemy  are  supplied. 
The  raid  of  Forrest  upon  Paducah  and  Fort  Pillow,  it  is  believed, 
was  undertaken  in  part  to  enable  him  to  secure  large  quantities  of 
goods  which  had  been  accumulated  by  arrangement  through  disloyal 
agencies  at  points  within  our  lines  along  his  line  of  march.  At 
Memphis,  before  the  recent  suspension  of  trade  by  General  Wash¬ 
burn,  goods  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  a  week  went  through 
our  lines,  sold  for  currency  or  exchanged  for  cotton.  Boats  loaded 
with  supplies  have  had  almost  unrestricted  opportunities  for  trade 
on  the  Mississippi  and  some  of  its  navigable  tributaries,  stopping 
anywhere  along  the  river  and  dealing  with  anybody.  It  is  intimated 
that  Memphis  has  heretofore  been  so  reliable  and  constant  a  source 
of  rebel  supplies  as  to  secure  for  it  a  comparative  exemption  from 
attack  by  the  enemy.  I  give  you  in  these  statements  a  summary  of 
what  I  have  learned  from  loyal  citizens  of  high  character  and  officers 
of  the  naval  and  military  service.  Admiral  Porter,  Commander 
Pattison,  commanding  officers  in  the  Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and 
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Cumberland;  Generals  Washburn,  Prince,  and  others  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  bear  concurrent  testimony  to  the  same  effect. 

The  orders  issued  recently  by  General  Washburn  will  arrest  the  evil 
in  his  district,  but  to  be  effectual  the  policy  should  be  general  and  not 
dependent  upon  the  initiative  of  the  local  commander.  I  would  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  that  all  trade  with  persons  beyond  our  lines 
be  interdicted,  and  that  commanding  officers  of  squadrons  and  mili¬ 
tary  districts  be  held  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  prohi¬ 
bition.  It  may  be  urged  that  some  loyal  people  beyond  our  lines 
will  suffer,  but  a  hundredfold  more  of  the  loyal  people  within  our 
lines  suffer  in  the  vital  injury  done  to  our  cause  by  a  concession  which 
benefits  a  hundred  rebels  where  it  relieves  one  Union  man.  I  can 
not  too  earnestly  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this  sub¬ 
ject.  The  effect  upon  our  Army  and  Navy  can  not  be  otherwise  than 
injurious  when  they  see  a  vast  trade  carried  on  with  our  enemies. 
This  intercourse  enriches  a  mercenary  horde,  who  follow  in  the  rear 
of  our  forces,  corrupting  by  the  worst  temptations  those  in  authority, 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  relieving  that  extreme 
destitution  of  the  insurgent  population  which  would  otherwise  oper¬ 
ate  as  a  powerful  inducement  toward  the  restoration  of  tranquility 
and  order.  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Little  Rock,  by  way  of  White 
River,  and  expect  to  reach  New  .Orleans  on  or  about  the  15th  of 
next  month. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  E.  Sickles, 

M  ajor-  General. 

His  Excellency  the  President. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  change  of  name  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  June  1 ,  186 A 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the  depart¬ 
ment  authorizes  you  to  change  the  name  of  the  Maria  to  the  Fairy , 
instead  of  to  the  Antelope ,  as  directed  in  its  letter  of  May  9. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-0 ommander  Breese ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Engineer 
Magers V.  S.  Navy ,  to  take  passage  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Antelope  to 
his  station. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk,  June  7,  186 A 
Sir:  By  direction  of  Admiral  Porter  you  have  permission  to  wait 
here  until  the  Antelope  is  ready  to  go  down  the  river,  when  you  will 
take  passage  on  her  to  join  your  vessel. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  _  K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding . 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  F.  M.  Magers,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master 'Marshall,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  need 

of  additional  force. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  [New  Era]  No.  7, 

Off  Plum  Point ,  Term.,  June  1 ,  186 P 
Sir:  I  find  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  that  the  guerrillas  are 
growing  too  thick  here  for  one  boat  to  handle.  The  steamer  C .  E. 
Hillman  reported  to  me  this  evening  that  she  was  fired  into  at 
Barfield  Point,  on  the  Arkansas  shore,  by  not  less  than  100  men, 
which  I  judge  to  be  Adams’  command,  as  they  left  Osceola  yesterday 
morning  and  proceeded  up  in  that  direction.  Steamer  0.  E.  Hillman 
also  reports  being  fired  into  again  at  the  head  of  Island  No.  30,  Ten¬ 
nessee  shore,  by  some  ten  or  dozen  men.  I  am  creditably  informed 
that  as  soon  as  Adams  left  Osceola  there  was  another  gang  came  in, 
but  who  or  what  they  are  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  I  am 
now  lying  here  guarding  the  towboat  Bigley ,  with  barges  of  Navy 
coal.  To-morrow  morning  I  shall  look  after  those  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Marshall, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Engagement  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Exchange  with  batteries  at  Columbia , 

Ark.,  June  1 , 1864- 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Sixth  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  5,  186 A 
Sir:  I  herewith'  forward  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Gipson,  com¬ 
manding  the  Exchange ,  with  accompanying  reports  of  engineer, 
doctor,  and  gunner,  of  an  engagement  with  rebel  batteries  at  this 
place  on  the  1st  instant.  The  Exchange  was  pretty  badly  cut  up, 
but  with  the  exception  of  working  her  engines  at  full  stroke^  she  is 
all  ready  and  in  order  for  service.  Captain  Gipson  was  quite  severely 
wounded  and  is  slowly  recovering.  The  E xchange  is  now  left  with 
but  two  line  officers  (excepting  the  captain).  I  have  not  yet  allowed 
the  Exchange  to  join  her  district,  as  she  was  and  is  yet  required  m 
this  district 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Master 
Gipson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Exchange. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  16, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of 
Acting  Master  J.  C.  Gipson,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Exchange, 
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giving  a  detailed  account  of  a  quite  severe  attack  made  upon  that 
vessel  by  a  masked  rebel  battery,  consisting  of  6  12-pounder  shell 
guns,  2  12-pounder  ritie,  and  1  10-pounder  rifle,  on  the  1st  instant, 
while  passing  Columbia,  Ark. 

In  the  engagement  that  followed,  lasting  forty-five  minutes,  the 
Exchange  was  struck  35  times,  eight  shot  piercing  her  hull.  One 
shot  went  through  her  pilot  house,  wounding  Captain  Gipson  severely 
in  the  head  and  hip,  and  one  striking  her  port  engine  rendered  the 
vessel  difficult  to  manage,  but  by  great  exertion  of  the  officers  and 
crew  she  was  finally  got  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  pretty 
badly  damaged. 

It  appears  from  the  report  that  all  behaved  in  a  gallant  manner 
during  the  engagement,  though  fighting  under  great  disadvantages. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  surgeon’s  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Exchange, 

Off  Point  Chicot ,  Mississippi  River ,  June  5 ,  186  f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  passing  Columbia,  Ark., 
the  rebels  opened  a  masked  battery,  consisting  of  9  guns,  on  this 
vessel. 

The  battery  was  divided  into  two  sections,  planted  about  200  yards 
apart  behind  the  levee.  The  lower  section  consisted  of  6  guns — 3 
12-pounder  shell  and  2  12-pounder  rifle  and  1  10-pounder  ditto ;  the 
upper  section  consisted  of  1  18-pounder  rifle,  1  12-pounder  shell,  and 
1  6-pounder  fieldpiece. 

They  waited  until  I  had  passed  by  the  lower  battery,  when  they 
opened  a  destructive  cross  fire.  As  I  had  just  rounded  a  point  of 
a  sand  bar,  I  could  not  back  down,  consequently  there  was  no  other 
alternative  but  run  by  the  upper  battery  if  possible.  I  gave  the 
pilot  orders  to  go  up  the  river  and  pass  by  the  upper  batteries,  and 
I  opened  my  port  broadside  guns,  replying  to  theirs;  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  the  port  engine  was  struck  and  disabled,  causing  her  to  work 
very  slow,  keeping  us  under  fire  about  forty-five  minutes. 

I  had  barely  got  out  of  range  of  their  guns  when  the  engine  stopped 
entirely,  in  consequence  of  the  port  hogchain  being  shot  away.  The 
engineer  told  me  he  could  not  work  the  engines  until  he  unshipped 
the  port  pitman.  I  immediately  let  go  the  anchor.  The  engineers, 
who  worked  like  horses,  were  not  long  in  getting  the  engine  fixed 
so  we  could  work  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy  with  one  engine,  expect¬ 
ing  every  moment  they  would  move  their  battery  above  us  and  open 
again ;  but  we  succeeded  in  getting  out,  although  pretty  badly  dam¬ 
aged.  The  vessel  was  pierced  with  35  shots,  8  of  that  number  enter¬ 
ing  the  hull  just  above  water  line,  5  passing  through  the  casemate 
and  bursting  in  the  coal  bunkers  alongside  the  boilers.  One  shot 
entered  the  port  shell  locker,  turning  the  shell  upside  down,  for¬ 
tunately  not  reaching  some  percussion  shell  that  was  stowed  there; 
one  shot  passed  through  the  pilot  house,  wounding  myself,  knocking 
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me  senseless  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  by  a  severe  wound  in  the  head ; 
several  of  the  crew  were  slightly  wounded,  1  killed. 

I  can  only  add  that  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew,  who  worked  their  guns  with 
unflinching  courage  under  a  most  galling  fire.  Enclosed  please  find 
reports  of  engineer,  surgeon,  and  gunner. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  C.  Gipson, 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  K.  Owen, 

Commanding  Sixth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Exchange,  June  5,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties 
occurring  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  engagement  below  Colum¬ 
bia,  June  1,  1864: 

Killed. — Patrick  Donahue,  seaman. 

Wounded. — James  C.  Gipson,  acting  master,  contused  wound  in 
the  left,  temple  (serious)  and  in  left  shoulder  and  hip.  G.  T.  Miller, 
acting  master’s  mate,  arm  and  foot,  fracturing  some  of  the  small 
bones. 

Very  respectfully,  Ed.  M.  Goodwin, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Master  J.  C.  Gipson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Exchange. 


Engagement  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisville  with  batteries  at  Columbia , 

Ark.,  June  2, 1864- 

Reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Four  miles  below  Columbia ,  [Ar/c.],  June  2, 1864 • 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

General  Ellet  informing  me  that  there  was  a  heavy  battery  near 
Columbia,  and  that  the  Missouri  (transport)  was  to  be  convoyed  past 
it,  I  got  underway  from  Island  [No.]  84  early  this  morning  for  that 
purpose  and  to  see  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  neighborhood 
‘( though  I  had  been  as  high  as  Gaines  Landing  only  a  few  days  since) . 
Whilst  on  our  way  up,"  the  W.  R.  Arthur  was  overtaking  us.  I 
stopped  for  her  and  convoyed  her,  or  partially  so,  by  Sunnyskle, 
where  rebel  sharpshooters  are  thick.  When  I  reached  Greenville, 
I  found  that  General  Ellet  had  sent  two  of  his  boats  to  convoy  the 
Missouri  and  to  return  with  the  Henry  Ames ,  laden  with  commissary 
and  quartermasters’  stores.  I  then  had  the  Arthur  only  to  look  out 
for.  I  had  her  to  take  me  in  tow  and  proceed  up  the  river.  As 
we  approached  the  lower  outskirts  of  Columbia  I  shelled  the  banks, 
hoping  to  get  a  reply  and  find  their  batteries.  No  response  was 
made  to  our  firing  until  ive  got  abreast  of  their  middle  battery,  when 
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they  opened  on  us  with  9  pieces  of  different  caliber.  It  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  our  lines  loose  from  the  Arthur ,  consequently  kept  under 
fire  some  time,  with  no  advantage  to  us.  As  soon  as  I  got  clear  of  her, 
I  rounded  and  soon  made  them  stop  firing  at  us.  I  fear  the  Arthur 
met  with  many  *  *  *  as  she  is  a  fine  boat  and  the  enemy  desired 

to  destroy  her.  We  were  struck  in  the  main  portion  of  the  vessel 
but  10  times,  and  had  but  5  men  seriously  hurt.  The  Arthur ,  in 
leaving  us,  tore  off  our  starboard  nosing  and  the  first  shear  plank 
below  it.  The  enemy’s  6-pounders  go  through  us  easily.  We  picked 
up  a  12  or  18-pouncler,  Bormann  fuze,  shrapnel,  portions  of  a  12- 
pounder  rifle  and  20-pounder  Parrott,  Schenkle  fuze,  and  a  solid  6- 
pouncler  shot.  We  were  pretty  well  cut  with  Minie  balls,  but  no  one 
was  injured  from  them.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  undoubtedly  great,  and  nothing  but  a  military  expedition 
can  clear  the  banks.  We  can  convoy  boats  every  day  with  the  usual 
loss  of  men  and  injury  to  boats,  as  the  river  is  now,  but  it  is  falling 
rapidly,  and  vessels  are  of  necessity  being  driven  close  under  the 
enemy’s  guns. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

L  ieutenant-C  arum  an  der,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Point  Chicot ,  Ark.,  June  4, 186 A 
Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  2d  instant  I  mentioned  we  had 
silenced  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  Columbia.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  they  opened  again  on  some  of  the  Ram  Fleet,  convoying  the 
Henry  Ames.  I  was  on  my  way  up  at  the  time  to  assist  in  passing 
the  convoy  by.  On  reaching  the  enemy’s  position  I  shelled  it  at 
short  range,  and  no  reply.  It  being  8  p.  m.,  and  dark,  I  dropped 
down  to  my  anchorage.  Yesterday  I  returned  again  to  where  the 
batteries  were  stationed  and  found  none  there.  Where  they  have 
gone  I  have  not  yet  learned.  I  have  sent  the  Exchange  down  the 
river  to  hunt  them,  and  the  Romeo  and  Mamnora  up  for  the  same 
purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Abstract  from  record  of  events  on  return  of  the  Military  Division  of  West  Missis¬ 
sippi  for  June,  1864. 

June  2. — Steamer  Adams  and  ram  Monarch  convoyed  transport 
Missouri  from  Greenville,  Miss.,  to  Gaines  Landing;  passed  rebel 
battery  of  six  guns  at  Columbia,  Ark.^and  returned  with  transport 
Henry  Ames,  downward  bound ;  passed  same  battery.  The  transport, 
being  lashed  outside  the  Adams,  received  no  injury,  while  she  was 
struck  by  shot  and  shell  28  times,  and  had  3  men  killed  and  1  mortally 
wounded. 
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Report  of.  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  ZJ.  S.  Navi/,  regarding  oper¬ 
ations  in  vicinity  of  Columbia  and  Sunnyside  Landinq.  Ark ..  June 
2-8,  186 If. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Skipwithfs  Landing,  June  19,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  com¬ 
munication  of  the  11th  instant.  I  sent  for  the  Prairie  Bird,  and  had 
her  here  while  I  was  up  the  river  at  Columbia.  I  left  here  on  the  1st, 
arrived  at  Columbia  on  the  2d,  and  engaged  the  enemy’s  battery  and 
silenced  them.  On  the  12th  returned  to  this  place  from  Columbia, 
the  enemy  having  gone  into  the  country  on  the  2d,  and  not  returning 
to  the  river  in  the  interval.  General  Slocum  was  informed  of  the 
force  on  the  river,  and  General  A.  J.  Smith  was  ordered  to  drive 
them  away.  He  landed  at  Sunnyside  on  the  5th.  That  day  and  the 
6th  had  light  fighting  with  the  enemy.  On  the  7th  embarked,  and 
on  the  8th  went  up  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
papers  and  drawings  in  regard  to  the  launching  and  reconstruction 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Indianola ,  prepared  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Laning,  ZJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  2,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this,  the  papers  and  draw¬ 
ings  in  regard  to  the  launching  and  reconstruction  of  the  D.  S.  S. 
Indianola ,  prepared  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  by  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning,  commanding  Rattler. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  should  the  designs  meet  with 
your  approval,  that  Captain  Laning  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  Cairo 
in  the  New  National,  in  order  to  explain  them,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
look  around  and  see  what  the  facilities  are  for  making  the  articles 
needed. 

I  make  this  request,  as  Captain  Laning  is  anxious,  should  the  plans 
be  adopted  and  he  be  intrusted  with  their  execution,  to  see  things 
started  before  he  goes  on  leave,  which  he  expects  to  receive  about 
the  10th  of  July. 

I  can  not  close  this  without  paying  a  tribute  to  the  worth  and 
sterling  qualities  Captain  Laning  possesses  as  an  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


358 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Fitch ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  en¬ 
gagement  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Springfield  with  guerrillas  at  Shelley 
Island ,  June  S,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cumberland  River ,  June  10 ,  186 1. 
Sir:  I  send  to  Mound  City  four  horses  captured  from  a  guerrilla 
party  on  the  3d  instant  by  Acting  Master  Joseph  Watson,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Springfield. 

Acting  Master  Watson  was  coming  down  the  Cumberland  River 
on  the  day  above  mentioned,  when  he  fell  m  with  a  squad  of  guer¬ 
rillas  in  the  act  of  fording  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Shelley 
Island,  about  50  miles  above  the  mouth.  Captain  Watson  at  once 
opened  fire  on  them,  and  so  well  directed  was  the  aim  that  two  of  the 
party  left  their  horses  in  the  water  and  fled;  two  more  were  across 
on  the  west  bank,  but  the  shell  came  so  near  them  as  to  cut  down 
trees  across  the  road  which  obstructed  it,  and  they  also  made  their 
escape  through  the  thicket  on  foot. 

The  landing  party  was  called  away  and  secured  the  four  horses,  a 
few  pounds  of  horseshoe  nails,  and  a  contraband  blacksmith,  whom 
the  guerrillas  had  impressed  from  Mr.  Hillman  to  shoe  rebel  horses. 

There  were  but  7  guerrillas;  they  had  with  them  8  horses,  4  of 
which  they  got  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  C ommander ,  Commanding  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Springfield,  regarding  engagement  with  guerrillas  at  Shelley 
Island ,  June  3,  186 J. 

U.  S.  S.  Springfield, 

Off  Smithland,  Ky.,  June  f,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant  I  learned  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Victory  was  at  Canton  and  only 
3  feet  water  in  the  river  at  that  place  and  falling  fast.  I  proceeded 
immediately  up  the  river  to  order  her  below  Ingram’s  Shoals.  I 
arrived  at  Canton  on  the  3d  instant  at  7  a.  m.,  and  left  for  Smith- 
land  at  10 :  30.  On  arriving  at  Shelley  Island  I  found  a  squad  of 
guerrillas,  under  command  of  Colonel  Buckner,  crossing  over  to  the 
south  side  of  the  [Cumberland]  River.  I  opened  fire  "on  him,  and 
so  well  directed  was  it  that  he  fled  panic-stricken  for  the  woods, 
throwing  away  his  baggage.  I  sent  an  armed  boat  ashore  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  David  Pulman  and  captured  part  of 
his  baggage  and  four  horses.  I  have  the  horses  now  at  Smithland. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  Watson, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Harris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  boat  expedi¬ 
tion  from  the  U .  S.  S.  Chickasaw ,  off  Morgan  Bend ,  La.,  and 
engagement  with  Confederate  force  on  shore. 

U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw, 

Off  Morgan  Bend ,  June  3,  186L 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : 

At  4 :35  a.  m.  the  launch  was  manned  with  an  armed  crew  of  14  men, 
the  paymaster,  gunner,  and  myself  in  charge  of  the  boat  with  2  men, 
while  Gunner  McDonald  with  12  men,  thrown  out  as  pickets  20  paces 
apart  for  about  200  yards  from  the  boat,  to  procure  beef  for  the  ship’s 
company.  They  returned  in  about  a  half  hour.  Mr.  McDonald 
reported  2  men  missing.  We  waited  fifteen  minutes,  expecting  them 
to  return,  when  we  heard  three  reports  of  musketry  at  our  left. 
Directly  after  we  saw  about  40  or  50  mounted  rebels  in  full  charge 
toward  us.  We  succeeded  in  reaching  and  backing  the  launch  out 
into  the  river  with  four  oars,  the  balance  of  the  crew  firing  upon  them. 
Mr.  Bissell,  the  paymaster,  was  wounded  in  the  right  foot ;  the  launch 
was  pierced  five  times.  Two  of  the  crew,  Smith  and  Trenaman,  are 
missing  and  are  supposed  to  have  deserted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Louis  Harris, 

Acting  Ensign 

Captain  James  Fitzpatrick, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Gunner  McDonald ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  boat  expedi¬ 
tion  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw ,  and  resulting  engagement  off 
Mora  an  Bend ,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw, 

Off  Morgan  Bend ,  June  3,  186 J. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  1  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : 

That  at  4 :35  a.  m.  the  launch  was  manned  with  an  armed  crew  of 
14  men,  the  paymaster,  Mr.  Bissell,  Acting  Ensign  Harris,  and  my¬ 
self  in  charge  of  the  boat,  to  go  on  shore  to  procure  beef  for  ship’s 
company.  We  landed  about  1,000  yards  from  the  ship  in  direct 
range  oi  our  guns.  Twelve  men  were  landed  and  deployed  about  20 
paces  apart,  200  yards  from  the  shore,  in  sight  of  the  boat,  in  hailing 
distance.  There  were  some  cattle  directly  in  front  of  us,  but,  per¬ 
ceiving  us,  they  fled  to  the  woods  out  of  sight.  I  gave  orders  to  the 
men  not  to  follow  them.  Two  of  the  men,  named  George  J.  Trena¬ 
man  and  James  Smith,  started  in  full  run  in  direction  of  the  woods. 
I  hailed  them,  but  they  did  not  heed  it.  I  waited  fifteen  minutes 
for  them  to  return,  but,  not  coming,  I  returned  in  direction  of  the 
boat.  When  within  50  or  60  yards  of  the  boat  we  heard  three  reports 
of  musketry,  and  at  the  same  time  the  rebels,  40  or  50  in  number,  all 
mounted,  made  their  appearance  in  our  front  in  full  charge  for  us. 
Their  design  was  to  cut  us  off  from  our  launch,  which  we  successfully 
foiled  by  getting  between  them  and  the  boat  while  they  were  dis- 
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mounting,  and  confusing  them  by  a  well-directed  volley.  We  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  backing  the  boat  out  from  the  shore  with  four  oars,  the 
balance  of  the  crew  keeping  up  the  fire,  which  was  well  directed. 
Three  men  were  seen  to  fall  from  the  effect.  Our  loss  was  none 
killed.  The  paymaster,  Mr.  Bissell,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
right  foot.  Although  the  boat  was  pierced  several  times,  the  crew 
behaved  well  and  fought  bravely.  By  disobedience  of  orders  on  the 
part  of  Trenaman  and  Smith  we  had  every  reason  to  think  that  the}7 
deserted  to  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  McDonald, 

Gunner ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Master  James  Fitzpatrick, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Flye ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  TJ .  S.  S.  Osage ,  regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vessel 
on  Helena  Bar. 

U.  S.  S.  Osage, 

Helena  Bar ,  Mississippi  River ,.  June  3 , 186  f. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  effort  which 
I  made  on  the  29tli  ultimo  to  get  this  vessel  off  this  bar. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  since  then  the  river  has  fallen 
upwards  of  5  feet,  and  that  the  ship  is  now  high  and  dry,  with 
acres  of  bare  sand  all  around  her.  At  the  date  of  my  last  report, 
the  depths  of  water  alongside  indicated  that  the  whole  weight  of  the 
vessel  rested  on  a  knoll  of  hard  sand  amidships,  while  at  each  end 
there  was  nearly  enough  water  to  float  her;  that,  as  a  consequence  of 
this,  she  was  badly  strained;  that  her  bow  and  stern  had  dropped  at 
least  6  inches,  and  that  her  fore-and-aft  bulkhead  had  broken  in  two 
abreast  the  fireroom.  As  the  water  has  fallen,  this  strain  amidships 
has  increased,  the  bow  and  stern  have  settled  still  more,  the  fore-and- 
aft  bulkheads  have  broken  in  two  from  top  to  bottom,  separating 
about  4  inches  at  the  top.  Her  outside  plating  (the  hull)  has 
broken  on  the  starboard  side  as  far  down  as  the  lower  plate,  which 
forms  the  knuckle  of  the  bilge.  The  headings  of  the  plates  on  the 
port  side  have  separated.  She  has  started  her  iron  decks,  splitting 
the  beams  to  which  the  deck  plating  was  bolted.  Of  course  a  vessel 
can  not  drop  so  much  at  each  end  without  tearing  in  pieces  her  frame 
amidships.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  should  be  able  to  keep  the  ship 
afloat,  even  if  there  was  water  enough  to  get  her  off  the  bar. 

If  there  should  be  no  rise  of  water  in  June,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  send  a  gang  of  mechanics  down  here,  to 
block  up  and  straighten  the  vessel  and  prepare  her  for  the  time  when 
she  can  come  off. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  have  the  aid  and  advice  of  some  experienced 
officer  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Flye, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Ganby ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  offering  cooperation  to  prevent  interruption  of 
navigation  in  the  Mississippi. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  June  3 ,  186V 

Admiral  :  I  have  ordered  reserves  of  troops  and  of  water  transpor¬ 
tation  to  be  held  in  readiness  at  different  points  on  the  Mississippi, 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  against  any  rebel  force'  that  may  at¬ 
tempt  to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river.  If  you  will  direct 
naval  commanders  to  give  early  notice  of.  any  movements  of  this  kind 
to  the  commanders  of  military  districts,  a  sufficient  military  force 
can  be  sent  at  once  to  cooperate  with  the  gunboats  in  destroying  or 
driving  off  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  aj  or -General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
the  services  of  a  vessel  in  place  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Osage,  hopelessly 
aground. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 
Memphis,  Tenn .,  June  3,  186V 

Sir:  The  river  has  commenced  falling  and  is  falling  rapidly. 
From  all  appearances  there  will  be  no  probability  of  U.  S.  S.  Osage 
getting  off  this  summer. 

I  respectfully  request  that  some  liglit-draft  or  other  vessel  may  be 
sent  to  take  her  place  in  the  division,  as  the  guerrillas  are  getting 
to  be  very  troublesome,  firing  at  transports  from  various  points  all 
the  way  from  Island  No.  16  to  Osceola  Landing.  Not  a  steamer 
arrives  here  from  Cairo  but  what  has  been  fired  upon  by  gangs 
numbering  from  12  to  100  men.  If  you  can  not  spare  me  any  vessels, 
I  shall  have  to  patrol  the  river  with  this  vessel,  as  soon  as  the  calkers 
get  her  upper  works  tight  enough  to  keep  the  rain  out. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  *  from  Acting  Master  James  Marshall, 
of  U.  S.  S.  No.  7  [ New  Era ],  also  a  general  order  from  the  rebel, 
Acting  Brigadier-General  C.  W.  Adams. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander ,  Comdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  _ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


*  See  p.  353. 
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[Enclosure.] 


General  Order,  }  FIdqrs.  Northern  Subdistrict  of  Arkansas, 

No.  8.  J  May  21 , 186 h. 

I.  It  is  a  painful  fact  that  there  are  now  within  this  subdistrict 
many  families  without  bread.  Supplies  for  the  future  must  be 
provided. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  all  persons  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  within  this  subdistrict  and  who  are  planting  cotton,  shall 
plant  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  ground  cultivated  by  them  in  corn ; 
in  no  case  shall  the  ground  cultivated  in  cotton  exceed  the  one-half 
of  the  amount  cultivated  in  corn. 

II.  Persons  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  are  required  to  fur¬ 
nish  supplies  for  the  use  of  troops  and  to  meet  such  exigencies  as 
may  arise  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  cultivation  above  prescribed. 

III.  The  acting  brigadier-general  commanding  this  subdistrict 
most  earnestly  invokes  the  cheerful  and  hearty  cooperation  of  all 
good  citizens  in  this  attempt  to  prepare  for  the  welfare  and  future 
defense  of  themselves  and  their  country,  and  hopes  that  by  yielding 
their  ready  obedience  to  this  order  all  compulsory  measures  may  be 
rendered  unnecessary. 

IV.  The  hiring  of  negroes  under  contract  with  the  enemy  is  pro¬ 
hibited;  all  such  negroes  will  be  held  subject  to  orders  from  these 
headquarters,  and  those  who  have  done  or  shall  do  this  will  be  held 
responsible  therefor. 

By  order  of  Acting  Brigadier-General  C.  W.  Adams  : 

P.  R.  Carrington, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Endorsement.] 


Sent  enclosed  to  me  without  any  explanation  by  Acting  Master 
Marshall,  commanding  New  Era.  Copy  retained. 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  Gom/rrumding  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  June  J,  186  j. 

I  arrived  at  1  this  a.  m.  from  the  Tennessee  River.  All  very  quiet. 
Reports  say  that  Comith,  Miss.,  is  held  by  300  of  the  rebels,  and  that 
Forrest  and  the  rest  of  the  command  have  gone  south.  There  are 
several  small  parties  of  the  enemy  roving  about  in  west  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky. 

James  W.  Shirk. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed 

leave  of  absence. 

No.  140.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  offering  permission  to  go  to  Washington,  which  I  will 
take  advantage  of  as  soon  as  I  can  regulate  matters  here  to  my  satis¬ 
faction  and  have  a  full  understanding  with  General  Canby  about  the 
protection  of  the  river. 

I  should  like  to  leave  here  about  the  1st  of  July. 

The  burning  of  the  wharf  boat  renders  it  necessary  that  I  should 
stay  here  until  everything  is  set  to  rights  again. 

I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  indulgence  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C . 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  outlining  the  disposition 

of  captured  cotton. 

No.  147.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  6, 1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  June  2  in  relation  to  the  enclosed  letter.*  I  know 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  as  yet.  All  cotton  taken  by  the  fleet  has 
been  reported  and  turned  over  to  the  judge  of  the  district,  and  all 
loyal  parties  have  only  to  show  their  rights  to  have  their  cotton 
returned  to  them.  All  cotton  is  registered  on  the  log  books  of  the 
vessels  when  taken,  and  returns  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the 
week.  No  cotton  was  taken  by  the  squadron  when  objections  were 
made  by  the  owners,  unless  it  was  in  cases  where  the  cotton  belonged 
to  rebels  in  arms.  I  afford  all  facilities  to  everyone  who  claims  to 
have  had  cotton  taken  to  recover  it,  which  they  do  without  expense. 

The  Marine  Brigade  took  a  great  deal  of  cotton  for  which  they 
gave  no  receipts,  and  represented  themselves,  I  am  informed,  as 
gunboats. 

If  the  Navy  has  taken  the  cotton  alluded  to,  the  owners  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  proceeds.  The  court  is  extremely  liberal, 
and  at  times  rather  too  much  so.  All  the  people  of  that  country  claim 
to  be  loyal  when  we  are  among  them,  but  carried  on  bitter  war 
against  our  forces,  in  which  every  man  joined. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
arrival  of  military  force  under  Major-General  A.  J .  Smith ,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  engagement  at  Bayou  May  on,  near  Sunny  side,  Ark. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Columbia ,  Ark.,  June  6,  1864. 
Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  General  A.  J.  Smith  landed  with 
about  8,000  men  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Sunnyside  and  marched  inland  and  up  the  bank,  his  forces  meeting 
near  Bayou  Magon.  At  the  bayou  they  were  ambushed,  and  a  short 
but  spirited  fight  took  place,  in  which  we  lost  some  125  killed  and 
wounded — 50  killed.  The  enemy  was  driven  into  the  interior.  The 
general  with  his  forces  returned  to-day,  and  he  is  now  embarking 
his  forces  at  Luna  Landing.  The  object  that  brought  the  enemy  here 
in  the  first  place  doubtless  still  remains,  and  I  may  expect  him  any 
time  after  the  departure  of  General  Smith.  The  forces  go  to  Mem¬ 
phis.  Unless  Marmaduke’s  forces,  with  his  artillery,  are  driven  away 
or  destroyed,  they  will  very  much  annoy  navigation  between  Cypress 
Bend  and  Sunnyside,  a  distance  of  65  miles,  with  good  roads  leading 
along  the  bank  and  into  the  interior.  Marmaduke’s  headquarters 
were  at  Lake  City,  8  miles  west  of  this  place.  He  may  return  there, 
being  well  protected  on  the  flanks  by  lakes  and  bayous  and  good 
roads  leading  from  him.  I  will  watch  him  as  closely  as  it  is  possible 
for  the  three  vessels  at  my  command,  including  the  Exchange,  to  do. 
The  enemy  was  moving  to  the  southward  when  last  seen.  He  may  be 
going  to  Goodrich’s. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Forest  Rose,  restricting  persons  from  hoarding  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  6,  186 4. 

Sir  :  I  am  under  the  impression,  from  what  I  hear,  that  you  have 
not  literally  carried  out  the  order  conveyed  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
May  19. 

You  must  not  allow  persons  who  are  not  connected  with  the  Army 
or  Navy  to  even  put  their  foot  on  board  your  vessel.  This  order 
does  not  apply  to  bona  fide  refugees  or  rebel  deserters. 

Come  to  this  point  as  soon  as  you  need  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Hastings,  forwarding  funds  deposited  by  the  owner  of  cotton  on 

J ackson’s  plantation. 

U.  S.  S.  Hastings, 
Mound  City,  June  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  to  you  $2,000,  which  came  into  my  hands 
in  the  following  manner:  Sometime  in  April  I  seized  13  bales  of 
cotton  from  Jackson’s  plantation,  which  was  satisfactorily  proved  to 
me  had  been  purchased  from  a  known  rebel,  then  in  arms,  also  from 
parties  not  authorized  to  sell  it.  This  cotton  was  crossed  over  the 
Homochitto  River  and  hauled  to  Jackson’s  place  in  the  night  and 
stowed  with  other  cotton  in  his  negro  quarters,  ready  for  shipment. 
At  the  time  of  seizure  Mr.  Jackson  represented  to  me  that  if  I  took 
the  cotton  from  his  place  it  would  seriously  injure  his  prospects; 
that  it  would  have  a  bad  effect  with  his  people,  and  that  the  rebels 
might  come  in  and  burn  the  balance  of  the  cotton,  and  requested  me 
to  allow  it  to  remain.  Having  had  some  personal  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  not  wishing  to  injure  him  if  it  could  be  avoided, 
I  agreed  to  allow  the  cotton  to  remain  on  his  place  until  your  de¬ 
cision  could  be  obtained  on  the  matter;  for  which  he  agreed,  and 
did  deposit  the  sum  of  $2,000  in  my  hands  for  the  security  of  the 
cotton,  that  it  should  remain  on  his  place,  subject  to  your  or  my 
order.  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  it  was  contrary  to  one  of 
your  general  orders.  A  few  days  after  the  seizure,  my  vessel  was 
ordered  up  the  Ouachita  River.  On  my  return,  some  ten  days  later, 
I  received  your  order  to  send  the  cotton  to  Cairo  for  investigation. 
I  immediately  wrote  to  the  captain  of  gunboat  Champion ,  who  was 
on  that  beat  at  the  time,  to  take  the  cotton,  mark  it  with  Juliet’’ s 
name,  that  being  the  vessel  I  was  attached  to  at  the  time,  and  send  it 
to  Cairo.  I  also  remitted'  the  $2,000  to  the  captain  of  Champion , 
asking  him  to  hand  it  over  to  Mr.  Jackson,  taking  up  my  receipt  for 
the  same  on  the  delivery  of  the  cotton  to  him.  I  heard  nothing  from 
it  until  my  return  from  Red  River,  when,  in  passing  up  the  river,  ! 
stopped  at  the  Champion  to  enquire  about  the  matter.  The  captain 
refunded  the  $2,000  and  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  my  vessel  left 
the  beat  the  cotton  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  New  Orleans,  with 
other  lots,  and  also  made  the  remark  that  the  cotton  was  worth  more 

to  him  than  the  $2,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Stoughton  Watson, 
Acting  Master,  and  late  Commander  Juliet. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Owen,  LJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
copy  of  letter  to  Major-General  Slocum,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 
general  order  on  the  subject  of  restriction  of  trade. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  6,  186 J. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  General 
H.  W.  Slocum,  commanding^  at  Vicksburg,  in  relation  to  your  Gen- 
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eral  Order  No.  209.*  I  have  also  forwarded  one  of  the  orders  to 
General  A.  [W.]  Ellet.  The  Marine  Brigade  have  arrested  vessels  on 
the  river,  and  it  being  the  only  organization  of  vessels  on  the  river 
outside  of  the  Navy  having  a  seeming  right  to  make  arrests,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  communicate  and  send  an  order  to  the  two  general 
officers  commanding  the  brigade  and  this  military  district.  Hoping 
my  proceedings  are  correct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Iv.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander i  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Columbia ,  Ark.,  June  6 ,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  for  your  information 
Admiral  Porter’s  order  No.  209.  You  will  notice  the  admiral  posi¬ 
tively  directs  that  no  interference  or  seizure  of  vessels  will  be  per¬ 
mitted  within  the  limits  of  his  command  other  than  by  naval  vessels. 
You  will  also  notice  the  admiral  as  positively  orders  that  no  organi¬ 
zation  of  vessels  not  purely  naval  will  be  permitted  to  interfere  with 
the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Navy  and  that  commanders  of  dis¬ 
tricts  are  required,  if  necessary,  to  use  all  their  force  to  arrest  such 
as  persist  in  disregarding  this  order.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  as 
commander  of  the  district  from  Vicksburg  to  Arkansas  Biver  to 
acquaint  you  with  this  order  and  that  we  may  be  the  better  able  to 
cordially  cooperate  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Iv.  Owen, 

Lieutenant -Commander ,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  District  of  Vicksburg ,  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Engineer  McFarland ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  fitting  out 
of  vessels  under  constn'uction  at  Bridgeport ,  Ala. 

Cincinnati,  June  6 , 186.fi 

Str  :  This  is  to  inform  you  that  I  have  fitted  out  the  last  boat,  and 
I  will  say,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  best  one  of  the  whole  twenty. 
Lieutenant  Fitch  ordered  me  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  on  the  23d  of  May 
to  ascertain  what  condition  those  boats  were  in  and  what  number  of 
engineers  were  wanted  to  fill  up  the  crews.  I  performed  that  duty 
and  have  returned  here  and  shipped  two  engineers  and  sent  them 
around  and  have  four  more  to  ship  and  send,  which  will  fill  the  orders 
[of]  Lieutenant  Le  Boy  Fitch.  I  shall  ship  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
What  must  I  do  when  I  get  through?  I  hoped  to  receive  definite 
orders.  When  I  parted  with  Lieutenant  Fitch  on  Saturday  he  told 
me  he  would  leave  me  definite  orders,  so  I  could  get  them  this  Mon- 
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day  morning,  but  I  can  find  none.  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  in 
fitting  out  the  boats,  but  have  had  much  to  contend  with,  four  of 
them  being  bought  without  my  having  any  chance  to  inspect  them 
until  after  the  purchase  was  made,  viz,  the  Lavinia  Logan ,  Huntress. 
Princess ,  and  Reindeer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  D.  McFarland, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- G ommander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
operations  of  guerrillas  in  the  Ohio  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Near  Albany ,  Lid.,  June  6 , 186 4. 

Sir:  I  see  the  guerrillas  are  getting  very  thick  again  along  the 
Ohio  below  Henderson.  I  will  go  down  there  before  I  go  to  Bridge¬ 
port  and  see  what  can  be  done.  I  think  I  can  do  a  little  more  than 
merely  watch  the  river.  If  I  can  find  out  their  headquarters,  I  will 
go  out  and  break  it  up,  if  they  do  not  muster  over  200  men.  I  am 
sure  their  force  is  not  so  large  as  that.  I  have  had  for  some  time 
three  boats  in  that  neighborhood — the  Brilliant  near  Henderson,  the 
F airplay  and  Reindeer  cruising  between  Smithland  and  Uniontown. 
All  the  boats  have  very  stringent  orders  in  regard  to  these  guerrillas. 
This  has  had  the  effect  to  keep  them  out  of  the  towns,  but  has  not  kept 
them  from  the  banks  when  out  of  sight  of  gunboats.  I  think,  though, 
I  can  put  a  stop  to  their  operations,  for  a  while  at  least,  as  soon  as 
I  get  down  there. 

I  will  leave  here  this  evening  for  Caseyville  and  vicinity. 

As  Evansville  will  be  the  most  central  point  of  my  operations  for 
the  next  week,  I  would  name  it  as  my  post  office  and  telegraphic 
address. 

As  there  are  yet  three  boats  on  the  Cumberland,  I  have  not  yet 
assigned  the  vessels  their  regular  summer  patrols  on  the  Ohio,  fol¬ 
low  water,  but  will  do  so  as  soon  as  the  Cumberland  closes. 

We  will  have  a  succession  of  raids  all  along  the  Ohio  this  year,  as 
our  army  is  now  so  far  to  the  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  military  movements  in  the  vicinity 
of  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Headquarters  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Natchez ,  Miss.,  June  7, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  31st  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
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from  Paducah.  Forrest’s  presumed  intentions  were  reported  by 
General  Washburn,  commanding  at  Memphis,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  and 
a  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  was  at  once  sent  to  him. 
He  was  directed  to  organize  as  large  a  force  as  he  could  for  opera¬ 
tions  against  Forrest,  and  to  detain  in  place  of  his  own  troops  as 
many  of  the  troops  (some  twenty  regiments,  new  and  old)  that  were 
then  under  orders  to  report  to  me  as  he  considered  necessary  at 
Memphis.  On  the  3d.  instant,  two  divisions  of  the  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps  were  sent  to  Memphis,  but  General  Smith  was  instructed  on 
his  way  up  to  clean  out  the  rebels  wdio  were  at  v'ork  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Greenville.  I  wrill  send  whatever  force  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  open  Sherman’s  communications.  Washburn’s  expedition 
started  from  Memphis  on  the  1st  instant,  and  I  hope,  in  season,  to 
prevent  any  mischief  by  Forrest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  ajor-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  River  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter  from 
Major-General  Sherman ,  ZJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  operations. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  7, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  just 
received  from  General  Sherman,  and  remain,  sir, 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C . 

[Enclosure.] 

Acworth,  [Ga.],  June  6 ,  186 4- 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  escape  from  the  awkward  dilemma 
above  the  rapids  of  Red  River.  I  have  driven  J ohnston  from  Dalton, 
Resaca,  the  Etowah  River,  and  have  just  reached  the  railroad  7 
miles  east  of  the  famous  Allatoona  Pass.  In  all  encounters  I  feel 
satisfied  we  had  the  advantage,  and  I  have  a  large  force  building  the 
Etowah  bridge  behind  me,  when  I  will  have  railroad  and  telegraph 
communication  with  the  valley.  My  army  is  strong,  in  fine  heart, 
and  well  supplied.  I  will  push  on  for  Marietta  and  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  without  waiting  for  the  bridge  to  my  rear.  I  would  like 
you  to  watch  the  river  well  about  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  prevent 
any  of  Kirby  Smith’s  army  getting  east.  I  have  force  out  from 
Memphis,  bound  for  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  want  A.  Joy 
Smith,  with  10,000  men,  to  cooperate  with  Admiral  Farragut  against 
Mobile.  I  know  that  Johnston,  on  the  supposition  that  the  gunboats 
and  General  Banks’  command  could  not  escape  Red  River,  has  called 
to  him  everything  from  Mobile.  I  do  not  think  there  are  2,000  men 
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in  that  city,  and  the  garrison  of  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  must  be 
down  to  the  lowest  standard. 

I  should  like  to  hear  from  you  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Mayor-General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Squadron  of  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  11 .  S.  Navy ,  to  Pilot  Jones ,  to 
proceed  in  U.  S.  S.  Peri  to  Memphis  on  special  duty. 

June  7,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Memphis  in  the  gunboat  Pen,  and  return 
immediately  for  the  purpose  of  noting  the  depth  of  water  and 
changes  in  the  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Pilot  Wilev  Jones, 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  S.  ChiZlicothe  and  other  vessels  under 
Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  Confederate 
battery  on  Atchafalaya  River ,  near  Simmesport,  La .,  June  <§,  186 J. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  19 ,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  an  expedition  by 
Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay  up  the  Atchafalaya,  and  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  a  battery  of  30-pouncler  rifles,  which  we  were  very  glad  to 
get  hold  of,  as  they  threatened  to  prove  troublesome  along  the  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Fort  Adams ,  June  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  I  went  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe  and  started  down  the  Atchafalaya,  taking  the 
U.  S.  S.  Neosho  and  Fort  Hindman  with  me. 

When  about  1|  miles  from  Simmesport,  we  were  opened  upon  by 
a  battery  of  two  30-pouncler  Parrotts  at  that  place. 

We  stood  on  until  in  good  range,  then  opened,  succeeded  in  driv¬ 
ing  the  rebels  out,  and  captured  their  guns  and  six  muskets. 
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One  of  the  guns  I  brought  away  with  me,  and  send  it  to  Cairo 
on  the  dispatch  boat  General  Lyon,. 

Finding  that  the  other  had  burst  I  left  it.  A  deserter  who  came 
to  us  states  that  it  burst  at  the  third  fire  this  morning. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Charles  Sower  (seaman)  was  severely  (and 
I  fear  mortally)  wounded  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter  while  endeavoring 
to  get  the  gun  off. 

The  rebels  left  one  dead  on  the  ground.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  any  more  of  them  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  deserter  states  that  the  gun  we  have  was  captured  by  them 
from  General  Banks  in  the  late  Red  River  expedition. 

The  force  at  Simmesport  consisted  of  the  men  belonging  to  Boone’s 
battery  and  a  few  that  belonged  to  the  Crescent  Artillery.  Two 
regiments  were  in  supporting  distance,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  them. 

While  we  were  getting  the  gun  off  the  enemy  kept  up  a  fire  with 
musketry.  The  gun  was  gotten  over  the  levee  bv  the  Neosho’s  crew, 
and  was  then  taken  on  board  of  the  Fort  Hindman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  Commanding  Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Major  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Bennett, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Boone’s  Battery. 

Headqrs.  Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Inf.  Diy., 

Army  of  West  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field ,  June  9 ,  186 L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  an  engagement  yesterday  morning, 
at  Simmesport,  La.,  between  two  turreted  ironclads  and  the  tinclad 
No.  13  [Fort  Hindman\ ,  of  the  enemy,  and  two  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles  under  First  Lieutenant  M.  Bennett,  commanding  Boone’s  Louis¬ 
iana  Battery.  Lieutenant  Bennett  reports  that  he  opened  on  the  gun¬ 
boats  at  1  mile  distance  about  8:30  a.  m.,  the  ironclads  firing  from 
8  and  11  inch  guns  and  100-pounder  Parrott  rifles.  One  of  the  can¬ 
noneers  of  the  left  piece  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  which 
exploded  immediately  in  front  of  the  gun.  One  of  the  30-pounder 
Parrott  guns  recently  captured  from  a  gunboat  on  Red  River  burst 
at  the  breech  at  the  third  discharge,  expanding  the  wrought-iron 
band  or  reinforce  and  splitting  the  breech  of  the  gun  about  30 
inches,  slightly  wounding  1  man.  The  detachment  from  the  dis¬ 
abled  piece  was  then  moved  to  the  left  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou 
cle  Glaise;  the  other  piece  continued  to  fire  until  gunboats  took 
such  positions  (in  front)  above  and  below  as  to  almost  insure 
its  being  dismounted  by  their  concentrated  and  cross  fire  from  guns 
of  much  greater  caliber,  the  piece  itself,  with  most  of  the  carriage, 
being  exposed  to  view  above  the  levee,  which  could  only  afford 
protection  to  infantry  kneeling,  as  it  was  only  about  36  to  40  inches 
in  height  where  the  two  pieces  were  in  battery.  The  serviceable 
piece  was  run  across  the  river  road  to  allow  the  wheels  to  rest  in 
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the  ditch,  some  25  feet  in  rear  of  the  levee,  which  caused  less  of  the 
carriage  to  be  seen  from  the  river. 

Lieutenant  Bennett,  after  sending  repeatedly  to  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  infantry  for  support,  which,  if  it  had  been  posted 
on  the  right,  left,  and  rear  of  his  pieces,  would  have  prevented 
what  followed,  retired  his  remaining  detachment  below  or  to  the 
right  of  the  piece  and  went  himself  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
infantry  detailed  to  support  him  to  request  such  support  as  would 
prevent  the  enemy  from  landing,  and  while  with  this  officer  it  ap¬ 
pears  the  enemy  succeeded  in  dragging  the  gun  and  carriage  over 
the  levee  onto  one  of  the  gunboats.  They  soon  afterwards  moved 
up  the  river  and  disappeared.  It  was  then  discovered  that  the  gun 
had  been  taken  away  with  36  cartridges. 

i  I  reached  Simmesport  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  and  or¬ 
dered  the  disabled  gun  and  all  the  implements  and  ammunition 
withdrawn,  which  was  done  last  night,  the  battery  encamping  at 
Norwoods  plantation,  on  the  Bayou  de  Glaise  road.  The  casualties 
are  1  man  killed,  1  slightly  wounded,  and  1  missing.  Having  wit¬ 
nessed  in  action  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Bennett  and  all  of  his 
men,  I  am  satisfied  that  he  and  they  stood  at  their  posts  as  long 
as  cannoneers  under  such  circumstances  could  remain,  and  when 
his  serviceable  gun  was  run  a  few  feet  to  the  rear  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  cease  firing,  but  to  prevent  the  gun  from  being  injured 
until  he  could  get  such  support  as  would  enable  him  to  work  the 
gun  without  the  risk  of  being  charged  by  the  enemy  when  they 
landed,  armed  with  small  arms,  which  he  saw  plainly  was  their 
intention;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  enemy  was  encouraged  to  make 
the  attempt,  seeing  his  infantry  and  only  support  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  pieces.  I  enclose  his  report,  with  the  details  of  the  affair. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery . 

Major  J.  G.  Moncure, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen .,  Second  Infantry  Division. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Boone’s  Battery, 

Simmesport ,  La.,  June  8,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  an  engagement  this  morning 
between  this  battery  and  two  of  the  enemy’s  t.urreted  ironclads  and 
tinclad  gunboat  No.  13  [Fort  LIindman\.  The  latter  boat,  however, 
remained  at  the  point,  over  2  miles  above,  during  the  engagement. 
I  opened  on  the  ironclads  at  8:30  a.  m.,  about  1  mile  distant,  and 
continued  firing  until  some  time  after  they  took  a  position  near  the 
left  bank  of  the  Atchafalaya  River,  about  600  yards  distant.  We 
struck  them  with  several  shot,  one  of  which  passed  through  the 
wheelhouse,  but  without  seeming  to  inflict  much  damage  or  impede 
their  progress.  The  infantry  support,  stationed  at  first  behind  the 
levee  within  about  50  yards  of  the  upper  piece,  withdrew  at  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement,  taking  a  position  behind  a  point 
of  woods  from  the  boats  and  in  a  dry  bayou  about  300  yards  from  the 
battery.  One  of  the  30-pounder  Parrott  guns — recently  captured 
from  the  enemy’s  gunboats — burst  at  the  third  discharge,  slightly 
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wounding  1  man.  It  seemed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  reinforce 
not  fitting  the  gun  tightly,  as  the  latter  opened  about  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  without  damaging  the  former.  Seeing  that  the  gun  was 
totally  disabled,  I  ordered  Sergeant  Tanner  to  move  his  detachment 
up  to  Bayou  de  Glaise  near  the  infantry.  I  fired  principally  solid 
shot,  those  that  struck  hitting  obliquely  and  glancing  off.  I  fired 
4  percussion  shell,  1  of  which  exploded  on  striking  a  boat.  II  e  were 
replied  to  by  the  enemy  with  8-inch  and  11-inch  guns  and  100- 
pounder  Parrott  guns,  firing  shot  and  shell  with  tolerable  accuracy. 
The  smoothbore  guns  of  the  enemy  fired  shell  and  shrapnel,  which, 
as  a  general  thing,  burst  either  in  our  rear  or  too  far  in  front  to 
cause  us  much  damage.  After  firing  several  rounds  from  the  posi¬ 
tion  they  had  taken,  their  range  became  more  accurate,  some  of  the 
shells  passing  very  near,  though  bursting  with  no  better  effect  than 
at  first.  Seeing  that  our  remaining  gun  must  be  dismounted  if  such 
an  unequal  contest  was  long  continued,  I  ordered  it  run  back  20  or 
25  feet,  allowing  the  wheels  to  rest  in  a  shallow  ditch.  I  at  the  same 
time  dispatched  for  the  infantry  to  come  to  our  support,  and  ordered 
Sergeant  North  to  move  his  detachment  about  25  or  30  yards  below, 
to  a  position  where  they  would  be  less  exposed  and  which  I  subse¬ 
quently  endeavored  to  get  the  infantry  to  occupy.  I  remained  myself 
just  above  the  pieces  with  Sergeant-Major  Jones,  who  I  take  pleasure 
in  reporting  as  a  gallant  and  brave  soldier. 

The  gunboats  now  commenced  approaching  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  and  as  they  got  near,  thinking  they  would  probably  try  to  land, 
I  sent  a  second  dispatch  by  Sergeant  Jones,  asking  for  support, 
which,  failing  to  come,  and  seeing  the  boats  evidently  intended  to 
land,  I  went  up  to  where  the  infantry  were  and  endeavored  to  get  a 
support,  which  might  have  been  sent  down  by  one  of  the  two  bayous, 
both  of  which  ran  to  the  river  near  where  the  pieces  were  posted. 
Sergeant  North,  seeing  their  design  to  land,  moved  his  detachment 
about  200  yards  down  the  river. 

About  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  I  went  to  ask  for  support 
I  saw  about  20  men  of  the  enemy  on  and  over  the  levee ;  and  being 
fired  upon  by  the  detachment  of  the  infantry  posted  near  the  mouth 
of  Bayou  de  Glaise,  they  retired  in  a  few  minutes  to  their  boats,  but 
returning  soon  again  without  being  observed,  except  by  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  cannoneers  below  the  guns,  the  men  of  the  enemy  fastened 
a  cable  or  hawser  to  the  piece  not  damaged  and  hauled  it  over  the 
levee  by  steam. 

A  detachment  of  the  Cresent  Artillery,  8  in  number, _  temporarily 
assigned  to  the  battery  a  few  days  since,  were  armed  with  rifles  and 
muskets,  but  I  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  until  they  reported  6  taken 
by  the  enemy  from  the  camping  place  between  the  river  and  the 
levee,  on  the  batture.  One  of  the  men  now  missing  is  reported  to 
have  remained  at  the  levee  when  Sergeant  North  moved  his  detach¬ 
ment  down  the  river.  This  man  was,  I  believe,  taken  prisoner  a 
few  minutes  after. 

Our  loss,  which  can  only  be  attributable  to  the  fact  that  we  were 
not  supported,  is  1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun  with  carriage,  36  30- 
pounder  cartridges,  and  6  muskets  belonging  to  the  detachment  of 
Cresent  Artillery.  I  fired  in  all  14  solid  shot  and  4  percussion  shell, 
the  effect  of  which  has  been  reported. 
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Casualties— Private  R.  Mayeux,  killed;  Private  C.  Hetherwick, 
slightly  wounded;  Private  J.  Daly,  Cresent  Artillery,  missing. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Bennett, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  lioonFs  Battery. 
Major  T.  A.  Faries, 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  Second  Infantry  Division. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  Northern  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ohio,  June  8,  1861 — 10: 10  p.  m. 

I  have  ordered  two  regiments  and  a  battery  to  report  to  General 
Hobson  at  Covington,  Ivv.  Will  you  please  notify  the  naval  com¬ 
mander,  if  there  is  any  at  Cincinnati,  of  the  information  that  the 
gunboats  on  the  river  may  prevent  the  rebels  crossing  should  they 
undertake  it? 

S.  P.  Heintzelman, 
Major-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H.  Simpson, 

Engineer  Department ,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 


[Telegram.] 


Cincinnati,  June  8,  1861. 

The  Hartford  sailed  this  day  at  11  o’clock  for  Cairo  with  42 
recruits. 

C.  W.  Litherbury, 

Ensign. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  request  of  Acting  Master 
Marshall ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  help  against  Confederates. 


Mound  City,  June  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  communication,  dated  1st  instant,  from 
Acting  Master  James  Marshall,  commanding  the  New  Era ,  stating 
his  inability  to  keep  down  the  guerrillas  in  his  beat,  and  asking  more 
help. 

I  have  to  say  in  reply  that  if  this  man  can  not  do  his  duty  where 
he  is,  put  some  one  there  who  can  do  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Foster ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  giving  the 

stations  of  the  vessels  of  his  command  and  referring  to  the  activities 

of  Confederates  between  Bayou  Sara  and  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  June  8 ,  186 J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  after  you  left  the 
mouth  of  Red  River  I  reorganized  my  command,  stationing  the  vessels 
as  follows : 

The  Chickasaw  at  Morgan  Bend;  Lafayette  at  Bayou  Sara;  Ken¬ 
wood  to  cruise  between  Waterloo  and  Lobdell’s  Landing;  Avenger 
between  Lobdell’s  Landing  and  Baton  Rouge;  and  the  Nymph  be¬ 
tween  20  miles  above  Plaquemine  and  Donaldsonville. 

The  Ouachita ,  on  her  arrival,  will  be  stationed  at  Baton  Rouge,  to 
have  supervision  and  to  cruise  between  that  point  and  Donaldsonville. 

The  Juliet  or  Kenwood  I  will  keep  as  a  cruising  boat  for  the  dis¬ 
trict.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Ouachita  and  Juliet  I  believe  I  will  be 
able  to  keep  the  river  clear  of  guerrillas  in  my  district. 

For  five  or  six  days  after  you  left  the  guerrillas  kept  up  quite  a 
warfare  between  Bayou  Sara  and  Red  River.  I  promulgated  the 
verbal  order  you  gave  me  in  relation  to  firing  on  transports  by  put¬ 
ting  up  placards  at  the  points  at  which  they  were  operating,  which 
had  the  effect  to  bring  a  man  on  board  representing  himself  to'  be  a 
rebel  captain  under  a  flag  of  truce.  In  the  absence  of  credentials  I 
refused  him  a  conference,  but  stated  to  him  that  I  would  listen  to 
anything  his  commanding  officer  might  wish  to  communicate  through 
an  authorized  agent. 

The  placard  announced  my  determination  to  shoot  a  prisoner  now 
in  my  possession,  or  whom  I  might  capture  in  future,  for  each  person 
killed  by  rebels  firing  on  transports.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  there 
has  been  no  firing  on  transports  since  in  my  district,  although  the 
order  was  issued  ten  days  since. 

I  have  sent  you  copies  of  the  report  of  an  affair  of  some  of  the 
crew  of  the  Chickasaw ,  while  on  shore  killing  a  beef.  Two  of  her 
crew  were  captured  or  deserted,  as  they  did  not  obey  the  command 
to  retreat.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  they  deserted,  as  they 
Were  in  Bayou  Sara  since  at  liberty  and  reported  themselves  deserters. 
I  have  just  heard  of  the  death  of  another  rebel  who  was  wounded  in 
that  affair.  I  shall  leave  this  afternoon  for  New  Orleans  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  my  crew  liberty,  who  have  now  been  twelve  months 
without,  excepting  a  few  days  at  Baton  Rouge.  In  my  absence 
Captain  Ramsay  will  look  out  for  my  district,  as  I  did  for  his  while 
he  was  down. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster,, 

L ieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  2d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the 
services  of  the  U.  S.  S.  General  Pillow ,  for  restricting  sm/aqqlinq 
m  the  Ohio  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Ohio  River ,  June  8 ,  186 4. 

Sir  :  If  you  can  spare  the  General  Pillow ,  I  should  like  to  have 
her  lay  m,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  to  prevent  smuggling  up 
and  a ci  oss  that  stream.  This  will  spare  one  of  the  other  boats  for 
patrol  duty  elsewhere  on  the  Ohio,  which  this  season  will  be  of  the 
utmost  importance. 

T  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist .,  Miss.  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mouncl  City ,  111. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Mitchell ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  referring 
to  operations  of  Confederates. 


U.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  June  8 ,  186 4. 

Sir:  On  returning  this  morning  from  the  Osage ,  I  received  your 
communication  of  the  5th. 

I  accordingly  got  underway  and  am  now  proceeding  up  the  river 
to  carry  out  your  instructions. 

I  should  have  moved  the  vessel  up  some  days  since  had  I  not  have 
been  led  to  suppose  that  I  should  be  left  to  look  out  for  Memphis 
and  the  naval  station  in  the  event  of  the  Essex  going  up  to  Cairo. 

With  regard  to  the  guerrillas,  I  have  made  enquiries  of  the  captain 
of  every  transport  that  arrived  at  Memphis  from  up  river,  and  have 
only  heard  of  three  steamers  being  tired  into,  and  that  by  musketry. 
One  of  these,  the  Hillman  (St.  Louis  and  Memphis  packet).,  was 
wooding  in  the  shute  at  Island  No.  25,  a  place  where  she  had  no 
business  to  go  anyhow,  knowing,  as  her  captain  did,  that  there  were 
guerrillas  in  that  neighborhood  and  no  gunboats  in  sight.  If  I  hear 
of  her  landing  there,  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  seize  her  and  send 
her  to  Cairo  with  a  prize  crew  on  board. 

You  can  be  assured  now  that,  knowing  what  your  wishes  are,  all 
that  two  slow  vessels  can  do  to  break  this  guerrilla  firing  will  be 
done. 

If  you  have  received  my  letters,  Nos.  30  and  31,  of  the  2d  and  3d 
instant,  you  will  be  satisfied  that  it  was  my  desire  to  attend  to  what 
was  necessary  in  the  district  if  I  could  be  released  from  Memphis, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  get  no  vessel  from  Cairo,  on  the  other. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Comdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Flagship  Black  Hawk. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Dennis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntress ,  to  cruise  for 
the  restriction  of  illegal  trade  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Mound  City,  June  9 ,  \186Jf\. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel,  the  Huntress,  to  Columbus, 
and  from  there  toward  Memphis  without  delay  and  cruise  up  and 
down  the  river.  Overhaul  all  steamers  that  you  may  meet  with  along 
the  river  engaged  in  trading  on  the  shores.  Your  attention  is  called 
to  a  late  general  order  in  regard  to  it. 

When  you  have  an  opportunity  you  will  report  to  Captain  Mitchell, 
commanding  Eighth  District,  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you  in 
that  district.  Look  in  at  Osceola  when  you  hear  of  guerrillas. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  J.  S.  Dennis, 

Commanding  Huntress. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Canby,  TJ .  S.  Army,  transmitting  copy  of  general  order  issued  in 
the  interests  of  navigation  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  June  9,  186 Jf. 

General  :  I  enclose  you  a  general  order  I  issued  in  relation  to  your 
order  No.  6.  I  think  now  that  the  guerrillas  will  be  disposed  of  if 
your  order  is  carried  out.  It  is  the  first  time  we  have  started  in  the 
right  direction.  I  have  been  trying  for  two  years  to  have  this  done, 
but  without  avail.  I  think  the  result  of  your  order  will  be  a  quiet 
river.  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a  good  force  be  kept  at 
Slupwith’s  Landing,  where  it  can  at  all  times,  by  cooperating  with 
the  gunboats  there,  be  able  to  move  on  either  side  of  the  river.  A 
force  there  will  keep  the  coast  clear  for  100  miles,  as  the  only  place 
the  rebels  have  to  cross  is  at  Deer  Creek,  where  we  have  never 
molested  them.  Greenville,  Ashwood,  and  Columbia  are  three  noted 
points  for  guerrillas.  A  force  at  Skipwith’s  Landing  could  operate, 
respectively,  against  all  these  points — the  farthermost  being  25  miles 
distant.  There  are  a  number  of  points  on  the  river  where  small 
parties  of  troops  are  kept,  merely  offering  a  bait  for  the  rebels  to 
bite  at.  It  will  no  doubt  strike  you  that  if  these  squads  were  all  put 
together  they  could  operate  more  effectually. 

Hundreds  of  soldiers,  black  and  white,  have  been  snatched  up  by 
the  rebels  at  these  places,  which  are  not  covered  by  a  gunboat,  nor 
offer  any  facilities  for  defense.  I  do  not  even  know  where  many  of 
these  small  squads  are  placed,  and  only  know  of  their  existence  by 
seeing,  as  I  pass  up  and  down,  a  lot  of  soldiers  who,  no  doubt,  would 
be  glad  to  be  doing  something  useful.  There  are  a  number  of  troops 
at  Jeff.  Davis’s  plantation.  I  would  recommend  them  to  be  with- 
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drawn ;  the  gunboats  there  can  protect  that  place.  There  are  also  a 
number  of  soldiers  on  some  of  the  islands  protecting  wood  yards. 
These  islands  being  isolated  protect  themselves.  These  stations  are 
excuses  for  store  boats,  which  supply  rebels  with  all  they  want. 

I  have  directed  gunboats  to  break  up  all  these  trading  store  boats 
along  the  river,  and  am  sure  you  will  give  me  your  aid. 

Troops  have  been  kept  at  Waterproof  for  some  time,  which  Messrs. 
Hart  and  Field  took  advantage  of  to  open  a  trade  store,  which  sup¬ 
plied  the  rebels  with  $6,000  worth  per  month.  General  Slocum  has, 
I  believe,  arrested  this  party  of  illicit  traders.  The  station  was  a 
great  temptation  for  rebels  to  come  on  there,  get  supplies  of  arms, 
etc.,  and  when  half  drunk,  to  fire  on  steamers ;  liquor  makes  half  the 
trouble. 

I  had  sold  at  auction  a  few  days  since  90  revolvers,  captured  near 
Waterproof,  and  landed  for  sale  by  the  rebels.  I  think  this  next 
month  will  wind  up  the  guerrillas.  I  have  directed  the  gunboats  to 
stop  all  trade  and  to  allow  nothing  to  land  except  at  military  posts. 
If  all  the  commanders  of  posts  will  issue  such  orders  as  General 
Washburn  has,  there  will  be.no  more  smuggling.  I  have  ordered  all 
officers  under  my  command  to  see  his  order  carried  out.  One  part  of 
his  order  may,  however,  lead  to  some  misunderstanding.  I  allude  to 
his  ordering  a  vessel  (the  Monarch)  belonging  to  the  Marine  Brigade 
to  proceed  down  the  river  and  arrest  all  vessels  trading. 

This  duty  properly  belongs  to  the  Navy,  and  the  lieutenant-com¬ 
manders  of  naval  districts  might  not  understand  how  it  is  that  their 
duties  are  assumed  by  one  of  the  Marine  or  Ram  Fleet.  These  ves¬ 
sels  have  already  committed  a  great  many  arbitrary  acts  on  this  river 
under  the  cover  of  performing  duty,  and  have  alienated  a  good  many 
who  were  disposed  to  be  friends,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  they  be  not  employed  on  duty  that  can  be  performed  by  the  gun¬ 
boats;  they  do  not  seem  to  possess  the  right  kind  of  discretion. 
General  Grant  was  so  convinced  of  the  hurtfulness  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion  that  he  intended  to  break  it  up  and  use  the  regular  troops  instead, 
but  circumstances  prevented  him  from  doing  so. 

Now,  I  would  recommend  that  these  boats  be  kept  at  different  sta¬ 
tions  and  ready  to  start  at  a  moment’s  notice  and  to  receive  troops  on 
board.  Heretofore  these  vessels  have  been  perfect  pesthouses,  and 
General  A.  J.  Smith’s  command  had  30  or  more  taken  down  with 
smallpox,  contracted  on  board  one  of  these  vessels.  By  retaining  the 
.present  organization  on  board  they  will  never  be  fit  to  carry  troops. 
An  inspection  of  them  will  satisfy  you  in  a  short  time.  I  trust  you 
will  excuse  me  for  mentioning  these  matters.  I  know  you  want  all 
the  information  you  can  get  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  no  one 
knows  better  the  conditions  of  things  than  myself.  If  at  any  time 
you  should  hear  of  any  irregularities  on  the  part  of  any  of  my  com¬ 
mand  or  remissness  in  attending  to  their  duties,  you  will  confer  a 
favor  by  letting  me  know. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canry, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
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[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  June  8 ,  1861. 


General  Order, 
No.  215. 


The  attention  of  commanders  of  districts  is  called  to  the  following 
orders  of  General  Canby,  and  they  will  report  at  once  to  the  nearest 
military  commander  when  they  hear  of  any  attempt  to  obstruct  the 
river  and  obtain  all  the  assistance  they  can  to  put  down  the  guerrillas. 
They  will  also  notify  Major-General  Canby  whenever  any  new  move 
is  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi  Biver  or  its  tributaries. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Headquarters,  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Vicksburg,  June  3,  1864- 

Admiral:  I  have  ordered  reserves  of  troops  and  of  water  transportation  to 
be  held  in  readiness  at  different  points  on  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  against  any  rebel  force  that  may  attempt  to  interrupt  the  navigation 
of  the  river.  If  you  will  direct  naval  commanders  to  give  early  notice  of  any 
movements  of  this  kind  to  the  commanders  of  military  districts,  a  sufficient 
military  force  can  be  sent  at  once  to  cooperate  with  the  gunboats  in  destroying 
or  driving  off  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

•  Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  Ill. 


General  Order,  1  Headquarters,  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  6.  J  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  May  27,  186 If. 

Commanders  of  districts  will  hold  themselves  at  all  times  in  readiness  to 
employ  whatever  force  may  be  necessary  to  keep  open  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  keeping  in  reserve  for  this  purpose  a  sufficient  force  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  boats  to  enable  them  to  act  promptly.  They  will  keep 
themselves  in  communication  with  the  commanders  of  naval  districts,  give  them 
any  information  in  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  that  they  may  be 
possessed  of,  and  cooperate  with  them  whenever  necessary. 

The  authority  of  commanders  of  districts  on  either  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
is  so  far  extended  as  to  include  the  military  posts  on  the  opposite  bank.  This 
extension  will  not  change  the  relations  existing  between  post  and  department 
commanders  or  authorize  any  permanent  change,  but  is  intended  to  give  the 
senior  in  command  the  authority  to  control  the  resources  on  both  banks  of  the 
river  in  keeping  it  open  or  in  meeting  any  other  emergency. 

By  order  of  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby. 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
need  of  additional  force  for  service  in  the  Fifth  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  9 ,  186 4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  learned  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  crossing  the  river  by  rebels  in  the  Fifth  District. 
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I  have  not  sufficient  force  to  patrol  the  river  as  it  should  be  done. 
Now  that  the  Curlew  has  gone  to  Cairo,  the  Rattler  and  Forest  Rose 
have  a  distance  of  55  miles  to  look  out  for,  and  there  is  no  light- 
draft  between  Grand  Gulf  and  Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Com  dr..  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  to 

the  President  of  the  United  States,  responding  to  request  for  trans¬ 
portation  to  Little  Rock ,  Ark. 

Mound  City,  June  9 , 186 J^. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  note  of  5th  instant  in  relation  to  going 
to  Little  Rock.  In  answer,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  great 
difficulty  at  the  tune  you  mention  would  be  want  of  water  in  the 
Arkansas.  On  the  1st  of  July  no  vessel  could  navigate  that  river 
with  any  certainty.  It  is  a  treacherous  river  at  all  times,  and  at 
this  moment  is  unnavigable,  when,  by  rights,  it  should  be  full  of 
water.  If  you  merely  want  to  go  to  Little  Rock,  there  will  be 
neither  difficulty  nor  danger  by  going  up  White  River  and  across 
from  Devall’s  Bluff  by  railroad.  All  the  stories  you  hear  about 
guerrillas  are  half  fabrications.  They  do  fire  at  steamers  sometimes, 
but  I  seldom  hear  of  any  one  being  hurt.  .No  vessels  have  gone  up 
the  Arkansas  but  once  this  season;  they  all  got  ashore  and  two  of 
them  (one  a  gunboat)  were  lost. 

Arkansas  is  not  a  pleasant  country  to  travel  in  just  now.  Marma- 
duke  has  come  down  with  about  5,000,  men  and  seems  determined 
to  settle  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  Arkansas. 

I  do  not  know  whether  General  Canby  will  allow  him  to  remain 
there.  The  only  thing  that  makes  your  adventure  impracticable  is 
want  of  water. 

*If  vou  want  to  pay  a  visit  to  Little  Rock,  I  shall  be  much  pleased 
to  send  you  up  White  River  in  a  gunboat.  We  have  one  going  up 
every  day. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmircd. 

Wm.  O.  Stoddard,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  the  President ,  IF ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  urging  that  some  of  the  new  ironclads  he  sent  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  June  9,  186 U 
Sir  :  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  some  of  the  new  iron¬ 
clads  building  on, the  Mississippi  should  be  sent  without  fail  to  Rear- 
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Admiral  Farragut.  Are  not  some  of  them  ready?  If  not,  can  you 
not  hurry  them  forward  ? 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  LAeutenant-C ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Laming.  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Rat¬ 
tler,  to  assist  the  U.  S.  S.  Fern. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  9,  186 J. 

Sir:  If  you  can  serve  .the  Fern,  which  is  aground  near  foot  of 
Fairchild’s  Island,  do  so,  and  run  no  risk.  Be  here  early  in  the 
morning  at  all  events. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Benton  and  Fifth  District ,  Mississippi  River. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Laning, 

Commanding  Rattler. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Forest  Rose,  regarding  ferrying  at  FcdrchilcVs  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  9,  186 1^. 

Sir:  I  have  learned  from  pretty  good  authority  that  there  is  a  nest 
of  rebel  ferrymen  living  on  the  foot  of  Fairchild’s  Island,  with 
associates  on  either  main  shore. 

I  am  told  there  is  quite  a  number  of  skiffs  concealed  in  the  willows 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island.  I  wish  you  to  watch  that  point  until 
satisfied  about  matters  there.  You  will  not  be  expected,  and  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  you  send  your  boats  down,  using  muffled  oars,  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  near  the  foot  of  the  island  till  they  see  something  going  on 
wrong.  You  can  drop  down  with  the  vessel  and  pick  them  up. 

If  they  learn  nothing  the  first  night,  try  it  again ;  but  do  not  let 
them  be  seen.  Some  of  the  men  up  there  may  have  passes  to  fish. 
If  so,  consider  them  all  as  revoked  and  destroy  all  skiffs.  I  wish  a 
good  one  saved  for  the  tug  Fern. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 
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[Telegram.] 


Evansville,  June  9 , 186Jh 

The  guerrillas  are  thick  along  river  below  Henderson.  Am  going 
down  in  that  direction  to  look  after  them.  Some  of  Morgan’s  men 
have  been  in  at  Maysville,  Ivy.  Have  dispatched  two  boats.  Will 
now  have  to  withdraw  from  the  Cumberland  to  guard  the  Ohio. 
River  now  requires  guarding  the  whole  length. 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Tenth’ District. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  June  9 , 186  J 

Withdraw  all  the  gunboats  from  the  Cumberland  and  spread  them 
along  the  Ohio. 

Get  two  gunboats  from  Captain  Shirk  if  necessary. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Evansville ,  Ind. ,  U.  S.  S.  Moose. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

disposition  of  prize. 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  218.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  10,  186k. 

General  Order  No.  156  is  revoked,  and  all  captured  vessels  and 
prizes  will  hereafter  be  sent  to  Cairo  and  reported  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  at  that  place  and  the  district  judge  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Mitchell ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
stations  of  the  vessels  of  his  district. 

U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Near  Gayoso ,  June  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Huntress  has  reported  for  duty,  which  will  enable  me  to 
make  what  I  think  will  be  a  satisfactory  detail  of  the  vessels  in  the 
district. 

The  Carondelet  will  be  stationed  at  Fort  Pillow,  with  a  beat  from 
Osceola  Landing  to  Memphis,  The  New  Era  will  take  from  Osceola 
to  Tiptonville ;  the  Huntress  from  Tiptonville  to  Columbus. 
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The  stations  of  the  Carondelet  and  New  Era  have  been  assigned  as 
I  think  would  be  [his]  pleasure,  from  remarks  made  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps. 

What  you  said  in  the  course  of  conversation,  that  Fort  Pillow 
would  be  the  headquarters  of  the  former,  and  with  the  latter,  that  you 
would  like  a  fender  between  Hardin  on  the  one  side  and  New  Madrid 
on  the  other,  the  Huntress  will  have  to  go  to  Memphis  for  a  couple 
of  days  next  week  to  have  some  of  her  woodwork  cut  away  alongside 
the  chimneys,  as  the  vessel  has  caught  fire  twice  from  the  wood  being 
too  close.  A  change  will  also  be  necessary  in  the  arrangement  of  her 
forward  companionway,  as  the  gun  on  the  starboard  side  can  not  come 
in  by  about  a  foot. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieu  tenant-  Comm  ander,  Commanding  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron , 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Mound  City,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  June  11,  186 j. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster,  Bridge¬ 
port,  to  transfer  the  gunboats  built  there  by  him  on  account  of  quar¬ 
termaster  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Glassford,  U.  S. 
Navy.  This  by  order  of  General  Webster.  See  your  telegram  of 
May  5  to  me.  Is  this  right? 

J.  L.  Donaldson, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


[Telegram.] 

IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Big  Shanty,  June  11, 186 A 
The  transfer  of  the  gunboats  to  the  Navy  is  approved  by  me,  and, 
furthermore,  I  ask  that  every  possible  facility  and  encouragement  be 
given  to  the  officers  commanding  them. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Donaldson, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 


Special  -field  order  of  Major-General  Sherman,  TJ .  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  the  gunboats  built  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

Special  Field  Orders,  1 
No.  23.  j 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Big  Shanty,  ( Ga .),  June  11, 186 j. 
The  gunboats  constructed  by  the  quartermaster’s  department  in 
the  Tennessee  River  above  Mussel  Shoals  having  been  turned  over 
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to  the  Navy  Department  for  better  service  and  discipline,  will  never¬ 
theless  be  supplied  by  the  army  quartermasters  and  commissaries  of 
all  military  posts  and  stations  as  though  still  belonging  to  the  army ; 
and  when  the  commanders  of  any  of  the  gunboats  need  assistance 
of  any  kind,  or  detachments  of  soldiers  to  aid  them  in  any  enter¬ 
prise,  the  commanding  officer  of  any  military  post  on  or  near  the 
Tennessee  River  will  furnish  the  details  if  it  be  possible. 

By  order  of  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aid-de-C  amp. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Coramanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 

Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  protection  for  Skipwithls  Landing. 

Mound  City,  June  11 , 186 4. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  May  31  has  been  received. 

I  should  be  very  much  surprised  to  find  that  you  had  left  the  tugs 
and  barges  without  a  gunboat.  I  do  not  see  why  one  of  the  light- 
drafts  can  not  be  at  Skipwith’s  while  you  and  the  others  drive  off 
the  batteries,  or  why  you  do  not  notify  General  Canby  that  he  may 
send  troops  to  that  point.  I  am  told  he  is  going  to  keep  troops  ready 
to  send  up  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  E.  K.  Owen, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Louisville  and  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
permission  to  land  stores  for  the  Duncan  plantations  at  Shipwitlds. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Columbia ,  Ark.,  June  11, 1861. 

Sir:  With  the  exception  of  small  squads  of  sharpshooters  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  between  Cypress  Bend  and  Sunnyside,  we  have 
had  no  firing  since  my  last.  What  the  enemy  has  done  with  his 
battery  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  find  out,  as  not  a  soul  is  ever  seen  on 
the  Arkansas  shore  save  guerrillas  and  sharpshooters.  I  have  received 
a  communication  from  Mr.  Seth  Stoughton,  working  the  Duncan 
places,  that  he  has  but  two  weeks’  provisions  on  hand  for  the  several 
hundred  hands  at  work,  and  that  a  supply  is  coming  down.  Your 
General  Order  209  prohibits  the  landing  of  private  stores  at  points 
other  than  military  posts.  Can  he  be  allowed  to  have  them  landed  at 
Skipwith’s  ?  Mr.  Stoughton  is  thoroughly  a  Union  man.  The  guer¬ 
rillas  visit  the  Duncan  plantations  frequently,  and  they  might  seize 
all  the  stores  required  for  the  places.  There  are  some  400  hands,  and 
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consequently  a  large  amount  of  stores  are  required.  I  believe  the 
crops  are  in  and  growing'  finely. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Pear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Fitch ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

copy  of  communication  sent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Henderson ,  Ah/., 

assuring  them  of  protection  against  molestation  by  gunboats. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Smithland ,  Ah/.,  June  11,  186. If  . 

Sir:  I  think  I  have  ascertained  the  cause  of  so  many  guerrillas 
being  in  this  part  of  Kentucky.  Most  of  the  guerrilla  parties  now  up 
the  Cumberland  are  composed  of  men  who  were  drafted  for  our 
service.  They  are  now  only  showing  their  true  colors  and  say  if 
they  must  fight  at  all  they  will  fight  for  Jeff  Davis;  consequently 
they  have  run  from  the  draft  and  gone  into  the  guerrilla  service. 

Many  have  joined  the  guerrillas  at  Uniontown  and  vicinity,  I  am 
told,  in  consequence  of  some  gross  outrages  that  were  said  to  have  been 
committed  in  that  neighborhood  by  a  Colonel  Cunningham,  from 
Paducah.  It  is  reported  that  he  went  up  in  that  section  of  country 
with  a  lot  of  negro  soldiers  and  sent  them  on  shore  to  conscript  every 
negro  they  could  find.  These  negroes,  it  is  reported,  were  sent  on 
shore  armed  and  without  an  officer  with  them,  entered  private  houses, 
broke  open  the  doors,  and  entered  ladies’  bedrooms  before  they  were 
up,  insulted  women,  and  plundered  and  searched  generally. 

If  this  be  as  bad  as  reported,  it  is  certainly  a  gross  outrage  and 
disgrace  to  our  cause.  I  will,  on  my  way  up,*  stop  and  see  if  I  can 
ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

It  was  said  that  a  gunboat  convoyed  them  up.  None  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  convoyed  them  or  would  countenance  such  disgraceful  proceed¬ 
ings  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  have  forced  respect  to  the  women. 

On  my  way  down  I  found  the  people  so  frightened  and  excited 
that,  to  set  them  aright,  I  thought  it  only  justice  to  ourselves  to  send 
them  a  communication,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Hoy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C omtmanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Henderson ,  AT/.,  June  9 , 186 If.. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  impression  that  the  gunboats  are 
cruising  up  and  down  the  river  running  off  negroes  and  committing 
gross  depredations;  consequently,  when  a  gunboat  heaves  in  sight 
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all  the  citizens  are  thrown  into  a  state  of  excitement,  close  their 
houses,  and  hurry  the  negroes  back  into  the  country. 

I  would  inform  the  people  generally  that  the  gunboats  are  on  no 
such  mission,  nor  will  any  vessel  or  officer  under  the  command  of 
Rear-Admiral  Porter  touch,  interfere  with,  or  molest  the  persons 
or  property  of  peaceful  and  loyal  citizens  in  any  way  whatever. 

Our  object  is  to  protect  commerce,  break  up  as  much  as  possible 
this  guerrilla  warfare,  and  injure  only  the  enemies  to  the  United 
States  Government. 

I  trust  that  in  future  this  fear  and  excitement  will  be  dispelled, 
for  I  can  assure  you  that  on  the  part  of  the  Navy  you  need  have  no 
fears  of  molestation  so  long  as  you  remain  loyal  to  the  Government 
and  pursue  your  peaceful  avocations  at  home. 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 
Lieutenant-G  ommander,  etc. 

The  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  Henderson  and  Vicinity. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  [Ky.],  June  11,  186 J. 

(Received  June  13.) 

Can  you  send  a  small  gunboat  to  Hickman,  [Ky.]  ?  There  is  trouble 
there.  I  have  a  hundred  men  there,  and  do  not  wish  to  send  any 
more. 

Henry  Prince, 

Brigadier- General. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C ommander  Mitchell ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  regarding 
expected  attach  upon  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntress, 

Gay 080  Landing,  June  11,  186 J. 

Sir:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  yesterday  that  an  attack  was 
expected  on  New  Madrid  by  a  force  under  Kitchen,  numbering  some 
500  strong,  I  left  the  G arondelet  at  this  place  at  dark  and  proceeded 
to  New  Madrid  to  learn  what  I  could  of  the  matter. 

I  learned  that  there  was  a  force  at  Pemiscot  Bayou,  but  could  hear 
of  no  advance  toward  New  Madrid.  I  have  coaled  the  Garondelet 
from  this  vessel,  so  that  she  can  show  herself  in  this  neighborhood 
and  toward  Hickman  for  two  or  three  days,  when  I  shall  be  able  to 
have  the  slight  alterations  on  this  vessel  finished  and  move  her  up 
to  her  station  and  return  the  Garondelet  to  hers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant- G ommander,  Gomdg.  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City,  111. 


102008° — n  w  r — vol  26 — 13 - -25 


386 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 

the  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Naumkeag ,  regarding  aid  given 

to  fleet  of  army  transports  in  White  River ,  Ark. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  12,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from 
Acting  Master  John  Rogers,  commanding  the  FT.  S.  S.  Naumkeag , 
giving  an  account  of  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  that  vessel 
to  Colonel  [R.  R.]  Livingston’s  command  at  Grand  Glaise,  whose 
fleet  had  grounded  at  that  place  and  was  in  great  danger  of  being 
lost  or  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  also  containing  the  special  thanks 
of  Colonel  Livingston  for  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  by 
Captain  Rogers  on  that  occasion  and  in  afterwards  convoying  his 
fleet  safely  to  its  place  of  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

\ 

Gunboat  Naumkeag, 
DevcdVs  Bluff ,  May  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  As  I  previously  informed  you,  I  went  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Grand  Glaise,  30  miles  below  Jacksonport,  before  I  met  the  fleet  with 
Colonel  Livingston’s  command  on  board  and  all  the  Government 
stores  of  that  post.  Some  of  the  vessels  had  been  aground  and  the 
Fitzhugh  had  burst  one  of  her  steam  pipes  and  scalded  several  per¬ 
sons.  The  steamer  Kennett  was  so  large  and  was  so  difficult  to  man¬ 
age  that  the  colonel  commanding  (Wood)  thought  of  abandoning 
her.  Grand  Glaise  is  the  most  dangerous  place  on  the  river,  from  its 
high  lands  and  the  roads  coming  in  there.  The  boats  had  been  fired 
into  before  they  left  Jacksonport  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  the  probability  is,  if  she  had  been  left,  she  would  have  been 
captured.  The  colonel  issued  an  order  upon  his  arrival  at  this  place 
which  contains  the  following: 

III.  To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  37  [Naumkeag],  Commander 
Rogers,  his  thanks  are  specially  clue  for  the  energy  and  promptness  exhibited 
by  him  in  bringing  his  gunboat  to  the  assistance  of  the  fleet  while  aground,  and 
for  the  valuable  aid  rendered  it  during  his  convoy  to  its  destination. 

I  also  destroyed  a  number  of  flats,  skiffs,  and  canoes. 

Captain  Hickey,  of  gunboat  Queen  City ,  also  started  up  with  two 
light  boats,  to  lighten  the  others.  We  met  them  a  few  miles  above 
Des  Arc,  but  we  had  got  through  all  our  troubles  and  were  in  deep 
water;  we  did  not  need  them.  We  arrived  all  safe  at  the  [Devall’sl 
Bluff  amidst  general  rejoicing.  All  of  which  is  most  respectfully 
submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant,  _  John  Rogers, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  M.  Prichett, 

Commanding  White  River  Station. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Fitch ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  patrols 
of  the  vessels  of  the  Tenth. District. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Smithland,  Ky .,  June  12, 186  J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrangement  of  patrols  and 
mail  and  telegraphic  addresses  of  vessels  in  the  Tenth  District  as 
follows : 


Name  of  vessel. 


Commanding  officer. 


Patrol. 


Address. 


Moose. . 

Brilliant _ 

Fairplay _ 

Silver  Lake. 
Springfield . 

Reindeer _ 

Victory _ 


Le  Roy  Fitch. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Chas.  G.  Perkins. 


Acting  Master  Geo.  J. 
Groves. 

Acting  Master  J .  O .  Coyle. . . 
Acting  Master  Edm.  Mor¬ 
gan. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  H.  A.  Glassford. 
Acting  Master  Fred.  Re-ad-. 


General 


Smitliland  up  Cumber¬ 
land  to  Ingram’s 
Shoals,  then  up  Ohio 
to  Sbawneetown. 

Shawneetown  to  Evans¬ 
ville. 

Evansville  to  Cannelton.. 

Cannelton  to  New  Al¬ 
bany. 

Louisville  to  Maysville _ 

Maysville  to  Pomeroy _ 


For  the  present  until 
further  notice,  Evans¬ 
ville,  Ind. 

Smithland,  Ky. 


Evansville,  Ind. 
Do. 

New  Albany,  Ind. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Do. 


These  patrols  subject  to  change  as  circumstances  may  require. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 
Lieutenant-  G  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Thomas , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Robb ,  in  view  of  disturbance 
at  Hickman ,  Ky. 


Mound  City,  June  13,  186 f. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  your  vessel  to  Columbus, 
Ky.,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to  General  Prince,  commanding 
post  at  that  place.  Enquire  what  is  the  matter  at  Hickman,  and  if 
there  is  any  need  of  your  services  there,  you  will  immediately  pro¬ 
ceed  to  that  place  and  remain  there  until  your  services  can  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with.  You  will  then  proceed  to  this  station  and  report  to  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

R  ear- A  dmiral. 


Commanding  Officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Robb. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  sugges¬ 
tion  that  some  of  the  new  ironclads  be  sent  to  the  West  Gulf 
/Squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  June  13,  186 J^. 

Sir: 'I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  June  9  in  relation  to  sending  ironclads  to  Admiral  Farragut. 
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The  only  two  iron  vessels  lately  finished  are  the  Winnebago  and 
Chickasaw.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  ever  intended  to  send  these 
vessels  out  of  the  river,  but  if  it  was  the  builders  know  nothing  about 
the  requirements  of  seagoing  vessels.  They  would  break  to  pieces 
in  the  least  swell,  and  they  are  not  fitted  to  go  anywhere  but  in  the 
smoothest  water,  such  as  may  be  found  in  rivers.  I  would  not  take 
the  responsibility  of  sending  them  to  Admiral  Farragut  without 
express  orders  to  that  effect.  They  are  very  vulnerable  and  unfit 
to  cope  with  anything  carrying  heavy  guns,  or  to  engage  fortifica¬ 
tions.  They  are  all  manned  and  fitted,  though  having  been  sent  off 
in  a  hurry,  will  require  some  few  ordnance  stores.  I  doubt  if  they 
would  ever  reach  Mobile.  Some  of  the  sea  monitors  at  Cincinnati 
have  been  launched  and  should  have  been  ready  by  this  time.  By 
getting  them  over  the  falls  before  the  water  fell  they  might  have  been 
finished  by  this  time  at  New  Albany  and  brought  down  the  river; 
but  it  was  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  the  time  for  getting 
them  down  this  year  has  passed  unless  the  Ohio  has  an  unusual  rise. 

Will  the  Department  please  instruct  me  further  in  regard  to  the 
Winnebago  and  Chickasaw? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Re  ar-A  drniral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- C  omamnder  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Master  Irwin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Judge  Torrence. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  If,  186 f. 

Sir:  Come  to  Natchez  with  the  Judge  T  ori'ence  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  J.  Irwin, 

Commanding  LJ .  S.  S.  Judge  Torrence. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  p-rize  lists 

of  certain  vessels. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  If,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Romeo,  for  the  capture  of  207  bales  of  cotton,  Februarv 
1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Romeo ,  for  the  capture  of  119  bales  of  cotton.  Februarv 
20,  1864.  * 
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U.  S.  S.  Juliet ,  for  the  capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  during;  the  Red  River 
expedition,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very'respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  to  know  the  ivhereahouts  of 
Brigadier-General  Shelby ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Little  Rock,  June  If,  186 f. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  should  be  pleased  to  see  you  here. 
Can  you  not  meet  me  on  the  prairie,  according  to  our  agreement  of 
last  fall  ?  It  seems  Shelby  is  everywhere — on  the  other  side  of  White 
River,  and  at  Crockett’s  Bluff  on  this  side — with  considerable  force 
for  the  purpose  of  capturing  steamers.  I  have  ordered  a  scouting 
party  to  the  latter  place,  and  will  send  a  force  to  Clarendon  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  ascertained  that  he  or  any  part  of  his  force  is  there. 
My  troops  are  frequently  sent  out  after  rebels,  who  can  not  be  found 
or  heard  of  at  places  where  they  are  reported  to  be.  My  cavalry 
force  is  in  such  condition  that  I  am  obliged  to  spare  it  as  much  as 
possible.  We  are  obliged  to  do  heavy  scouting  south  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  rebels  are  moving  toward  the  Arkansas  in 
force.  It  is  reported  that  they  are.  If  Shelby  gets  in  between 
Clarendon  and  Cache  River,  a  concerted  movement  between  A,  J. 
Smith’s  troops  and  a  force  sent  from  Devall’s  Bluff  might  bag  him. 
Please  give  me  the  earliest  possible  intelligence  of  his  Avhereabouts. 
Please  furnish  General  Smith  with  the  same.  Where  is  General 
Canby?  I  received  a  dispatch  from  him  yesterday,  dated  at  Vicks¬ 
burg,  2d  instant. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Fredk.  Steele, 

Maj  or-  General. 

Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Derails  Bluff. 


Correspondence  regarding  seizure  of  horses. 

[Telegram.] 


Cincinnati,  June  If,  186f. 

Have  taken  4  prisoners,  which  I  have  aboard  the  boat;  also  40 
horses,  which  I  propose  sending  to  Captain  Bowen  to-morrow. 
Please  answer. 

C.  W.  Spooner. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Coyle,  If.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  lake,  to  proceed  to  Monnd  City,  Ill.,  carry¬ 
ing  prisoners  and  horses. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose,, 

Ohio  River ,  Jane  21 ,  186 If. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mound  City  with  the  prisoners  and 
horses  now  on  board  your  vessel,  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and 
await  his  instructions  in  regard  to  them. 

After  knowing  the  admiral’s  wishes,  execute  them  with  dispatch 
and  return  to  your  station  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 
LieutenantrC  ommander. 

Acting  Master  J.  C.  Coyle, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Lake. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant- 

Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  statement  of  T.  C.  Campbell,  of  Mays- 

ville,  Ky. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  August  4,  1864 • 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  enclosing  for  investi¬ 
gation  and  report  a  letter  from  T.  C.  Campbell,  of  Maysville,  Ivy., 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  Spooner,  U.  S.  S.  Moose,  in 
the  capture  of  the  29  horses,  has  been  received. 

I  enclose  copy  of  letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch  on  the 
subject..  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  informs  me  that  the  ad¬ 
miral  disapproved  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  would  have  restored 
the  horses  to  their  owners,  but  that  the  majority  of  them  were  in  such 
horrible  condition  that  he  felt  that  all  that  could  be  done  with  them 
was  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  best  advantage  and  return  the  money 
to  the  owners. 

This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  funds  are  now  waiting  the 
presentation  of  claims. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  has  been  written  to  on  the  subject. 
What  other  action  Admiral  Porter  took  in  the  matter  I  am  unable  to 
say. 

Mr.  Campbell’s  letter,  with  enclosure,  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Ohio  River,  June  26, 1864. 

Sir:  I  send  to  Mound  City  the  horses  and  provisions  spoken  of  in 
my  telegram. 

On  hearing  of  Morgan’s  approach  toward  the  Ohio  at  Maysville  I 
at  once  dispatched  two  boats,,  the  Reindeer  and  Victory,  to  look  out 
for  him  and  prevent  his  crossing. 
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Acting  EnsigTi  C.  W.  Spooner  was  in  temporary  command  of  the 
Reindeer ,  as  I  had  sent  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glassford  over 
to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  with  the  ordnance  stores  and  to  look  out  for 
them. 

From  Acting  Ensign  Spooner’s  telegraphic  report  to  me  I  supposed 
he  had  captured  the  horses,  but  it  seems  from  his  written  report,*  just 
received,  that  he  did  not  capture  them,  but  merely  took  possession  of 
them  after  they  had  been  taken  by  some  citizens. 

Supposing  from  his  telegram  that  they  were  a  legal  prize,  captured 
by  himself,  I  directed  him  to  bring  them  to  Louisville,  where  I  sent 
the  Silver  Lake  to  receive  them.  Had  I  at  the  time  known  all  the 
circumstances,  I  should  have  referred  the  matter  to  you  before  acting, 
but  the  horses  reached  me  before  his  written  report.  I  therefore 
send,  them  on  to  Mound  City,  as  they  are  now  so  near,  and  let  them 
await  your  decision  there.  Mr.  Spooner  acted  his  part  in  good  faith. 
Should  you  see  proper  to  retain  them,  they  are  there ;  should  you  wish 
them  released,  they  need  not  be  taken  off  the  Silver  Lake ,  but  be  re¬ 
turned  as  easily  as  they  were  brought  away. 

Three  of  the  prisoners  are  reported  to  be  guerrillas;  the  fourth  a 
regularly  enlisted  soldier  from  some  Georgia  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  lOtkDist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Maysville,  Ivy.,  June  16 ,  186 L 

Dear  Sir:  When  Peter  Everett  and  this  band  of  marauders  visited 
this  section  of  the  State  they  stole  as  many  horses  as  they  met  with. 
Learning  that  your  forces  were  fighting  Morgan,  they  placed  about 
150  of  these  horses  in  the  pasture  of  some  rebel  sympathizer  near 
Moorefield,  in  Nicholas  County,  and  left  to  reinforce  Morgan.  Two 
citizens  named  Moler  and  Hughart,  with  the  assistance  of  their 
neighbors,  took  possession  of  the  horses  and  brought  them  to  this 
city  for  safety,  risking  their  lives  and  property  now  and  hereafter 
in  doing  so.  So  soon  as  they  could,  they  commenced  returning  the 
horses  to  their  lawful  owners  upon  proof  of  ownership.-  They  de¬ 
livered  all  but  29  in  this  way,  when  one  officer  by  the  name  of 
Spooner,  commanding  gunboat  35,  placed  both  the  men  under  arrest 
and  took  forcible  possession  of  the  horses  and  sent  them  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  Pie  has  released  the  men,  but  retains  the  horses,  depriving 
poor  and.  loyal  citizens  of  horses  badly  needed  at  this  time  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  corn  crop.  This  thing  ought  not  to  go  unpunished, 
and  the  horses  should  be  returned  and  that  without  delay.  At  their 
request,  I  called  your  attention  to  the  matter  and  enclosed  a  copy  of 
a  note  addressed  [to]  Commander  Spooner  by  the  officers  of  the  city 
and  county,  to  which  he  made  no  reply. 

Respectfully,  T.  C.  Campbell. 

Major-General  Burbridge, 

Lexington. 


*  Not  found. 
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[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  June  1\ \,  186 4- 

The  steamer  Aurora ,  with  100  head  beef  cattle  and  other  commis¬ 
sary  stores,  is  here,  wanting  convoy  to  Reynoldsburg,  Tenn.  Unless 
the  cattle  can  be  forwarded  within  twenty-four  hours,  they  must  be 
unloaded,  and  there  is  no  safe  pasturage  nearer  than  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Island  in  the  Ohio  near  Smithland.  Can  you  direct  one  of  the 
three  gunboats  lying  here  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  Aurora  to 
her  point  of  destination  up  the  Tennessee,  or  state  what  day  a  convoy 
can  be  here  to  go  with  her,  so  that  we  may  unload  the  cattle  ? 

J.  M.  McKenzie, 

Captain  and  C ommissary  Subsistence. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  June  14,  1864- 

Apply  to  Captain  Shirk,  commanding  district,  and  he  will  detail 
a  gunboat. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  McKenzie, 

Commissary  Subsistence ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


Seizure  of  steamers  Mattie ,  M.  Walt ,  and  Hill,  at  Beulah  Landing , 
Miss.,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington ,  June  15,  1864- 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Off  Mouth  White  River ,  June  18,  186 4. 

Sir:  On  arriving  here  from  DevalPs  Bluff  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  I  found  the  gunboat  Lexington  here  with  three  steamers,  seized 
the  day  previous  a  few  miles  belotv  under  the  following  circum¬ 
stances:  Captain  Bache,  learning  that  these  steamers  were  in  Old 
River,  between  here  and  Napoleon,  getting  on  cotton,  sent  the  Tyler 
to  look  after  them.  She  returned,  bringing  back  a  Mr.  Fennerty. 
who  made  a  sworn  statement  that  he  was  on  board  those  steamers 
on  the  13th  and  14th;  that  he  saw  numbers  of  armed  rebels  on  the 
bank;  that^ he  saw  them  going  on  board  these  vessels  and  passing 
back  and  forth  between  them  and  the  shore;  that  they  were  well 
received  on  board,  treated  to  liquors,  and  fed;  that  they  carried  on 
shore  packages,  kegs  of  liquor,  and  that  their  canteens  were  filled 
with  liquor  on  board;  that  at  one  time  there  were  3  officers  and  12 
or  15  soldiers  on  board  a  single  vessel. 

His  statements  are  partly  confirmed  by  people  belonging  to  thesQ 
vessels  and  partly  denied  by  them,  but  the  fact  of  Confederate  sol¬ 
diers  having  been  on  board,  having  dined  on  board,  and  been  given 
liquors  is  not  denied  by  anyone. 

In  stating  the  circumstances  attending  the  seizure  to  the  district 
judge  of  the  [southern  District  of  Illinois,  I  have  briefly  given  the 
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military  situation  here,  stating  that  while  we  destroy  all  small  boats 
and  flats  and  carefully’' patrol  the  river  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing,  these  boats,  with  some  show  of  reason,  present  permits  from 
the  Treasury  Department  which  they  claim  authorizes  them  to  con¬ 
duct  precisely  the  kind  of  trade  they  were  found  engaged  in.  Mani¬ 
festly  the  safety  of  our  light  gunboats  and  of  the  smaller  military 
posts  is  greatly  endangered  by  thus  placing  boats  engaged  in  the 
cotton  traffic  at  the  disposition  and  control  of  the  enemy. 

Your  general  orders  numbered  197  and  209  have  perplexed  me 
somewhat  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  these  vessels.  The  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  referred  to  in  the  former  of  these  orders 
has  never  been  received  by  me.  I  can  not,  therefore,  judge  precisely 
as  to  how  far  these  boats  were  transcending  trade  regulations,  but  it 
is  certain  they  were  violating  the  ordinary  laws  of  war.  The  seizure 
is  fully  confirmed  by  your  general  order  No.  209,  and  by  the  order 
of  General  Washburn,  dated  May  14,  but  his  district  extends  only 
to  this  place. 

The  Lexington  had  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  the  seizure  was 
made  a  detachment  of  the  Tyler's  men,  both  vessels  being  entitled  to 
share  in  the  prizes. 

I  have  sent  all  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  them  to  Cairo,  in 
order  that  the  district  attorney  may  examine  them,  as  I  think  more 
information  may  be  obtained  in  this  way,  especially  from  the  deck 
hands. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  G.  Megler  goes  up  in  charge  of  the  prizes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington,  June  18, 186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  White 
River  on  the  14th  instant.  Hearing  that  there  were  some  cotton 
boats  in  Old  River  which  had  been  there  for  some  time,  I  sent  the 
Tyler  down  to  see  that  all  was  right.  She  returned  the  same  even¬ 
ing,  bringing  with  her  a  person  by  the  name  of  Fennerty  (whose 
affidavit  I  have  given  you),  who  swore  to  the  fact,  in  my  presence, 
that  the  three  boats,  Mattie ,  M.  Walt,  and  Hill ,  were  in  communica¬ 
tion  with  rebel  soldiers,  openly  receiving  them  on  the  boats,  and 
trading  with  them;  that  at  times  there  were  on  the  bank,  numbers 
of  armed  men,  etc.  I  got  underway  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
instant,  and  proceeded  down  into  Old  River,  taking  with  me  a 
detachment  of  men  from  the  Tyler  (to  assist  in  manning  the  boats) 
and  seized  them  as  naval  prizes.  I  found  the  three  boats  lying 
off  Beulah  Landing,  Miss.,  within  about  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
shore.  At  the  landing  I  could  distinctly  see  a  number  of  white 
men,  say  25  or  30,  with  a  glass,  who  disappeared  into  the  adjacent 
woods  as  we  made  our  appearance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Seventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant  Bache,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Megler,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to 
take  charge  of  the  prizes  and  proceed  to  Mound  City,  Ill. 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington,  June  18, 186 4. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  three  prizes  Mattie,  Hill,  and 
Walt  and  proceed  at  once  to  Mound  City,  where  you  will  report  to 
the  commanding  naval  officer.  The  keys  of  the  safes  will  be  kept  in 
your  possession,  and  all  their  papers  will  be  delivered  to  the  district 
attorney  or  such  other  officer  indicated  by  the  admiral.  Do  not  stop 
on  your  way,  unless  absolutely  necessary,  and  do  not  allow  any  one 
to  leave  the  vessels  under  any  consideration  until  they  are  placed 
under  the  charge  of  a  U.  S.  marshal.  You  will  take  immediate  charge 
of  the  Mattie  yourself.  Acting  Ensign  Cameron,  of  the  Hastings, 

will  have  the  Hill ,  and  Acting  Master  Mate  - .  of  the  Tyler, 

the  Walt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Ensign  Jos.  G.  Megler,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  judge  of  district  court,  regard¬ 
ing  vessels  seized  for  illegal  traffic. 

Mound  City,  June  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  three  'steamers,  M attie, 
M.  Walt ,  and  R.  E.  Hill,  have  been  sent  here  as  naval  prize,  being 
caught  trading  with  the  rebel  soldiers.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  have 
them  taken  possession  of  by  the  marshal.  There  are  parties  who 
have  stores  on  board  intended  for  plantations.  These  stores  should 
not  be  seized,  as  the  owners  are  not  to  blame  for  the  acts  of  the 
steamers,  and,  with  your  permission,  I  will  restore  the  goods  to  them, 
in  whom  I  have  confidence.  Steamer  Jennie  Hobbs  has  also  been 
seized  for  illegal  traffic,  and  is  here  with  a  prize  crew  on  board 
awaiting  your  directions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  S.  TI.  Treat, 

U.  S.  District  Judge,  Spring-field,  III. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any¬ 
thing  against  the  Jennie  Hobbs  that  will  justify  her  detention,  and 
I  think  she  had  better  be  released.  I  have  allowed  the  captain  to  go 
on  bonds,  to  appear  if  called  for. 


[Telegram.] 


Paducah,  June  15,  1864. 

Captain  Shirk  and  Colonel  Parsons,  chief  of  Western  River 
Transportation,  have  arranged  that  convoy  will  leave  Paducah  on 
Tuesdays  and  k  rid  ays  of  each  week.  The  Undine  is  here  ready  for 
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Friday,  the  Tawah  on  Tuesday.  Captain  Shirk  has  gone  up  the 
river  to  make  arrangements  above. 

Jason  Goudy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tawah. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  A.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  of 

U.  S.  S.  New  National ,  to  proceed  down  the  river  on  special  duty. 

Mound  City,  June  15,  186  L 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  river,  carrying  the  mails  and  stores 
for  the  squadron. 

Deliver  the  two  accompanying  letters  to  General  Canby  wherever 
he  can  be  found. 

Take  convoy  past  dangerous  places  going  and  coming,  and  if  you 
are  attacked  by  the  rebels  do  not  stop  to  fight  them  but  proceed  on. 

After  performing  the  above  duty  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Pilot  A.  M.  Grant, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  New  N ational. 


Engagement  of  U.  S.  steamers  General  Bragg  and  Naiad  with  Con¬ 
federate  batteries  at  Como  Landing ,  Tunica  Bend ,  La.,  June  15- 
16,  186 J. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding 

officers. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  June  J/6,  186J. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  the  General  Bragg 
and  Naiad  of  a  fight  with  rebel  batteries.  _ 

The  Bragg  can  not  get  here  to  be  repaired  at  this  stage  ot  water, 
and  I  have  ordered  her  to  New  Orleans. 

These  batteries  will  continue  to  come  m  on  the  river  until  more 
effective  measures  are  taken  by  the  military  authorities  to  land 
troops  and  chase  them  up  until  they  aie  all  taken.  Some  five  oi 
six  batteries,  mostly  captured  from  our  forces,  are  spread  along  the 
river  and  fire  when  they  got  a  good  opportunity.  This  filing  is 
extremelv  annoving  to  passenger  boats  with  women  and  children 
on  bZd,  who  are  frequently  killed  by  this  “Southern  civilized” 
mode  of  warfare.  As  long  as  they  fire  on  the  gunboats  we  do  not 
mind  them,  though  they  occasionally  do  damage  and  kill  men.  These 
batteries  have  generally  been  driven  away  by  the  gunboats,  and  I 
am  in  hopes  we  will  soon  have  proper  landing  parties  of  troops  pre- 
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pared  to  act  in  concert  with  gunboats,  when  there  may  be  a  hope  of 
keeping  the  river  free  of  these  marauders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  A7  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 
Tunica,  La.,  June  15,  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  on  me  at 
daylight  at  Como  Landing  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  small 
arms,  and  I  replied  immediately,  and  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and 
went  down  below  and  opened  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Naiad  at  Ratliff’s 
Landing.  I  went  immediately  to  her  assistance,  and  the  Winnebago 
also  hove  m  sight  and  we  attacked  them  simultaneously  and  soon 
silenced  the  enemy.  I  fired  80  shell  for  32-pounder  and  50  shell  for 
30-pounder  Parrott,  8  percussion  shell  for  30-pounder  Parrott  and 
80  charges  for  32-pounder,  58  for  30-pounder  Parrott. 

T  have  1  man  wounded  severely  by  a  musket  ball  through  the 
shoulder.  & 

I  received  three  shots  in  the  hull  and  quite  a  number  of  musket 
shots. 

} .  fo,,nd  it  almost  impossible  to  drive  the  sharpshooters  from 
behind  levee,  but  succeeded  ultimately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Dominy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Comdg.  Third  and  Fourth  Districts,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Naiad, 

Head  of  Tunica  Island,  June  15,  186 If. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3:45  o’clock  this  morning 
;KSai'V  ,  ,  General  Bragg  engaged  with  a  rebel  battery  on 

the  lett.  bank.  I  got  up  steam  immediately  and  ran  up  to  her  assist- 

n  n  ncx 


When  we  had  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  where  the  General 
Bragg  lay,  a  rebel  battery  opened  on  us,  directing  the  shots  at  first 
tmvard  the  pilot,  house,  and  in  a  few  shots  completely  disabling  our 
steering  apparatus  and  severely  wounding  First-Class  Pilot  James 
M.  Harrington. 

The  wheel  being-  shot  away,  I  was  obliged  to  steer  by  relievino- 
tackle.  I  managed,  however,  to  get  bows  on  to  the  battery  and 
continued  to  fire  briskly  until  the  batteries  were  silenced  J 
We  were  hit  nine  times.  The  first  shot  passed  through  the  smoke- 
•  ‘1e  ar}d  third  shots  passed  through  the  pilot  house 

the  third  striking  the  barrel  of  the  Avheel,  cutting  the  tiller  rope 
and  literally  tearing  the  wheel  to  pieces.  ^ 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


397 


The  fourth  shot  passed  a  few  feet  abaft  the  pilot  house,  shattering 
the  steerage  and  skylights,  but  doing  no  further  damage. 

The  fifth  shot  passed  through  the  cabin.  We  also  received  four 
shots  through  the  starboard  casemates,  one  striking  abreast  of  the 
boilers;  one  abaft  of  No.  2  gun,  tearing  up  the  decks  and  exploding 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  shell  room;  one  abaft  of  No.  3  gun,  killing 
John  J.  Crennell,  ordinary  seaman,  and  wounding  3  others;  another 
passed  through  the  port  of  No.  4  gun,  tearing  away  the  shutter  and 
exploding  in  the  dispensary. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  admirably,  considering  that  very 
few  of  the  officers  and  not  one  of  the  men  had  before  been  under 
fire  or  seen  service  of  any  kind  afloat. 

We  received  no  material  injury  beyond  disabling  the  steering  appa¬ 
ratus. 

I  expended  altogether  37  shell.  For  list  of  casualties  please  find 
enclosed  surgeon’s  report. 

Very  respect fulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Keene, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant -Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

C  ommanding  Third  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  E.  Clark  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Naiad. 


June  15,  1864. 

Killed. — John  J.  Crennell,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — Julius  A.  Coleman,  acting  master’s  mate,  penetrating 
wound  in  anterior  portion  of  left  thigh;  James  M.  Harrington,  first- 
class  pilot,  lacerating  wound  in  anterior  portion  of  right  ankle  joint ;  ' 
William  Fieg,  ship’s  corporal,  penetrating  wound  in  left  breast;  John 
Howard,  seaman,  penetrating  wound  in  calf  of  right  leg;  Henry  C. 
Watson,  boatswain’s  mate,  contusion  of  forehead ;  William  H.  Dough¬ 
erty,  first-class  pilot,  contusion  of  right  leg,  very  slight. 

None  of  the  wounds  are  dangerous. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thaddeus  E.  Clark, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Acting  Master  Henry  T.  Keene, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg,  regarding  engagement  June  16. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  June  18, 186 J. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  Dominy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General 
Bragg ,  in  relation  to  the  action  in  which  he  was  engaged  on  the  16th 
instant. 
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Ihe  Bragg  is  now  lying  at  this  place  completely  disabled,  part  of 
her  walking  beam  having  been  shot  away. 

It  is  impossible  to  repair  her  at  this  place. 

Chief  Engineer  Bickerstaff  informs  me  that  she  can  be  repaired 
much  quicker  and  with  less  expense  at  New  Orleans.,  on  account  of 
the  foundries  there,  than  at  Cairo. 

I  respectfully  request  orders  in  relation  to  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Comdg.  3d  and  4th  Districts. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  June  16,  IS64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  me 
this  morning  with  four  guns  _ (at  1.45)  while  at  anchor  off  Como 

anding,  m  Tunica  Bend.  Slipping  my  cable,  I  immediatelv  went 
to  quarters  and  replied  to  their  fire.  After  being  engaged  about  five 
minutes  one  of  the  enemy’s  shot  struck  the  walking  beam,  breaking  it, 
and  thereby  disabling  the  engine  completely.  The  vessel  then  drifted 

t°lW  j  trei1V,er’  anc!  1  contlnued  firing  and  silenced  the  enemy  before 
1  had  drifted  out  of  range. 

I  received  in  all  22  shots,  several  riddling  the  officers’  quarters  and 
cabin,  two  bursting  on  the  berth  deck,  etc.,  but  no  material  damage 
v  as  done  save  by  the  one  that  disabled  the  machinery. 

I  fired  in  all  42  shots  of  different  descriptions,  mentioned  in  the 
gunner’s  report  herewith  enclosed. 

One  man  slightly  wounded  in  the  head  was  the  only  casualty. 

Enclosed  please  find  report  of  ordnance  expended,  engineer’s  report 
of  damage  to  his  machinery,  and  surgeon’s  report  of  wounded. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Tr  7  .  C-  Dominy, 

Acting  I  olunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navv 

Commanding  3d  and  4th  Districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Cff  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  June  16,  186 4. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  wounded  in  the 
engagement  this  morning  at  Como  Landing,  La. : 

Joseph  Fry,  landsman,  shell  wound  of  scalp,  slight 
Very  respectfully, 


F.  A.  Castle, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  Dominy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  JJ .  S.  S.  General  Bragg. 
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U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  June  16 , 186J+. 

Sir  :  I  most  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  damages 
sustained  by  the  engineer’s  department  of  this  vessel,  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  at  Como  Landing  this  morning. 

While  working  the  engine  slow,  a  shot  struck  the  lower  part  of  the 
main  strap  of  the  walking  beam,  2  feet  forward  of  the  air  pump  rods, 
breaking  it  and  carrying  away  2  feet  and  6  inches  of  the  point  of  the 
skeleton  frame. 

When  the  beam  gave  way,  the  momentum  of  the  piston  caused  the 
upper  portion  of  the  mainstrap  to  bend.  The  piston  being  on  the 
upstroke,  or  receding  from  the  cylinder,  and  this  destroying  the  clear¬ 
ance,  brought  the  piston  against  the  cylinder  cover  at  the  end  of  the 
stroke,  breaking  the  cover.  Until  these  accidents  are  repaired  the 
engine  is  disabled  for  further  use. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Miller, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  Dominy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S'.  General  Bragg. 


Report  of  Colonel  Scott,  C.  S.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Southwest  Miss,  and  East  La., 

June  19 ,  186  If. . 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts : 

Having  anticipated  a  trip  to  the  Mississippi  River  at  a  point  above 
this,  on  General  Buckner’s  arrival  here  I  accompanied  him  on  the 
12th  with  two  of  my  regiments  and  live  guns  to  Tunica,  the  point 
where  he  desired  to  cross  the  river,  arriving  the  next  day.  On  the 
14th,  I  made  a  reconnoissance  and  sent  in  under  cover  of  night  two 
12-pounder  howitzers  and  3-inch  rifle  to  Ratliff’s  Landing,  and  my 
two  Sawyer  guns  to  Como,  about  3  miles  above.  At  the  former  land¬ 
ing  I  encountered  the  No.  53,  tinclad,  which  was  so  seriously  injured 
that  I  have  since  learned  she  was  grounded  on  Cat  Island  Bar.  Their 
best  tinclad  (the  Bragg )  held  Como  Landing,  she  lying  near  enough 
to  the  bank  for  the  use  of  sharpshooters,  who  were  very  effectual  in 
keeping  her  men  from  her  principal  guns,  which  were  fore  and  aft 
on  deck,  and  was  only  relieved  from  destruction  by  a  monitor  which 
lay  at  Tunica  Landing,  3  miles  above.  On  her  approach  my  guns 
were  withdrawn.  The  Bragg  still  holding  her  position,  I  determined 
on  the  next  day  to  concentrate  all  my  guns  against  her,  which  was 
effectually  done  without  their  knowledge.  At  1  a.  m.  I  opened  on 
her,  firing  42  shots,  32  of  which  took  effect,  so  completely  disabling 
her’ that  she  had  to  be  towed  off  by  the  monitor,  who  came  again  to 
her  relief.  During  the  engagement  she  succeeded  in  firing  but  3  shots. 

My  ammunition  for  the  rifled  gun  having  nearly  given  out,  I  sent 
two  12-pounder  howitzers  and  two  Napoleons  to  Magnolia  Landing, 
about  7  miles  above  Port  Hudson,  where  we  arrived  at  night. 

Soon  after  my  guns  were  placed  in  position,  the  Landis ,  a  Govern¬ 
ment  transport,  came  steaming  down  within  100  yards  of  the  shore. 
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In  consequence  of  inferior  quality  of  friction  primers,  the  guns  failed 
to  fire  in  battery.  Some  seven  shots,  however,  wrere  fired,  during 
which  time  the  boat  signaled  her  distress,  and  two  gunboats  dropped 
down  from  Bayou  Sara,  3  miles  above.  Having  only  smoothbores, 
my  guns  withdrew.  On  my  march  the  next  day  down  the  Baton 
Rouge  road,  at  Mrs.  Newport’s  cross-roads,  within  7  miles  of  Port 
Hudson,  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  from  that  place  was  most 
handsomely  repulsed  by  Major  Ogden. 

From  my  experience  since  here,  I  have  but  little  hesitation  in  say¬ 
ing  that  with  guns  of  a  proper  caliber  gunboats  can  be  made  very 
scarce,  particularly  tinclads.  My  9-pounder  Napoleon  guns  I  con¬ 
sider  a  complete  failure,  and  but  little  or  no  service,  the  carriages 
being  too  light.  During  the  time  I  was  operating  above,  I  had  Col¬ 
onel  Powers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Baton  Rouge  for  the  purpose  of 
occupying  the  enemy,  who  are  in  large  force,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
eack  some  few  Government  plantations  in  that  vicinity.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  high  waters  of  the  Comite,  nothing  could  be  effected. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  slight  wounds,  I  have  sustained  no  in¬ 
jury  during  the  different  engagements. 

J.  S.  Scott,  Colonel. 

Brigadier-General  Wirt  Adams, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division ,  Jackson. 


[Telegram.] 


Clinton,  La.,  June  20,  1861. 

The  gunboat  53,  attacked  by  me  on  the  15th,  has  been  beached  on 
Cat  Island  Bar,  to  prevent  her  sinking.  The  General  Bragg,  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  16th,  has  32  shots  through  her,  is  entirely  disabled,  and 
nearly  all  her  crew  killed  and  wmundecl.  Attacked  the  U.  S.  trans¬ 
port  Landis  6  miles  above  Port  Hudson  on  night  of  16th.  She  re¬ 
ported  sunk  near  Baton  Rouge. 

J.  S.  Scott, 

Colonel ,  C ommanding  District. 

Major-General  S.  D.  Lee. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Thomas,  U.  S.  Navy,  commianding  U.  S.  S. 

Robb,  regarding  affairs  off  Hickman,  Ky. 

U.  S.  S.  Robb, 

Off  Hickman,  Ky.,  June  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  report  of  the 
14th  all  has  been  quiet  here  until  this  morning,  when  a  flag  of  truce 
made  its  appearance  at  the  picket  lines  from  the  command  of  the 
rebel  Colonel  Tansil,  proposing  to  return  the  goods  taken  last  week 
from  the  citizens  of  Hickman.  The  commanding  officer  of  Federal 
forces  has  very  wisely  refused  further  communication.  The  force 
of  the  rebels  is  not  known,  though  not  large.  Is  said  to  be  a  guer¬ 
rilla  gang,  raised  in  the  vicinity  of  Dresden,  Tenn.  Considerable 
cotton  and  tobacco  are  being  shipped  from  this  point  up  river.  The 
forces  here,  I  learn  from  the  adjutant-general  of  district,  will  be 
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removed  to  Columbus  on  the  19th,  when  they  will  be  able  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  the  Robb. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Lloyi>  Thomas, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  Robb. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign 
Thomas ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  at  Mound  City,  III. 


Mound  City,  June  18,  1864. 

Sir:  As  your  presence  is  no  longer  necessary  at  Hickman  or  Co¬ 
lumbus,  you  will  proceed  to  this  place  without  delay  and  report  to 
me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Ensign  Lloyd  Thomas, 

Commanding  Robb. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  services  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
General  Pillow. 

Mound  City,  June  18,  186 lh 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting  me  to  send 
you  the  General  Pillow  to  operate  in  and  about  Green  River,  [Ky.], 
has  been  received. 

I  have  to  inform  you  in  reply  that  this  vessel  can  not  be  spared. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Moose  and  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Lanlng,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler, 
for  release  of  steamer  Robert  Em/met. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  19,  1864- 

Sir:  You  can  release  the  Robert  Emmet ,  as  I  am  sure  we  will  not 
be  able  to  make  a  case  against  her  with  the  evidence  we  now  possess. 
I  am  told  she  is  going  to  Memphis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-G ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Laning ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler . 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  19,  186V 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cairo  by  the  New  National  and  report 
to  Admiral  Porter  for  further  orders. 

Place  Mr.  Glenney  in  charge  of  the  Rattler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Buford,  U.  S.  Army,  to  commanding 
officer  of  gunboat ,  transmitting  copy  of  instructions  for  cooperation 
in  protection  of  Federal  stores  at  mouth  of  White  River. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena ,  June  19,  186V 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  this  date  to 
Captain  Hunter  and  request  your  cooperation.  I  think  the  traders 
should  ship  to  Memphis  or  Cairo  all  their  stores  except  the  necessary 
supplies  for  small  population  on  the  island  who  are  engaged  in  the 
Government  service.  It  is  treason  to  supply  the  enemy."  I  desire 
that  you  and  Captain  Hunter  should  advise  them  to  follow  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  patriotism  and  prudence. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  Buford, 

B rigadier-Genera 7,  C omma  tiding. 
Commanding  Officer  of  Gunboat, 

Mouth  of  White  Rioer. 


[Enclosure.] 


Helena ,  June  19,  186V 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  is  received.  I  this  day  send  you 
seven  clays’  rations  for  50  men,  to  be  issued  to  the  negroes  you  have 
employed  in  constructing  your  defenses.  I  commend  you  for  your 
decision  in  taking  energetic  measures.  You  will  use  all'the  resources 
on  the  land  to  defend  your  post.  You  will  compel  the  aid  of  every 
man  within  your  reach  in  case  of  an  emergency.  You  will  request 
the  commander  of  the  gunboat  to  place  himself  in  such  position  as  to 
render  you  aid  and  afford  you  a  safe  retreat  on  his  boat  in  case  you 
are  attacked  with  overwhelming  force. 

You  and  he  will  take  such  measures  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
capturing  the  provisions  and  clothing  in  the  warehouses  of  the  wood 
contractors  or  the  trade  stores.  If  the  emergency  justifies  it,  you 
will  compel  them  to  ship  their  articles  on  some  of  the  steamboats5  and, 
m  the  last  extremity,  destroy  them.  You  will  restrict  the  trade  to 
the  narrowest  limits.  Captain  Pricheft  wrote  me  that  the  surgeon  of 
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the  Tyler  would  give  your  command  medicines  and  attendance.  You 
can  apply  also,  with  perfect  assurance  of  assistance,  to  Captain 
Phelps.  I  have  written  to  General  Canby  this  day  of  your  situation, 
and  trust  he  will  take  steps  for  your  relief.  Write  me  and  send  me  a 
diagram  of  your  position  and  ‘that  of  the  gunboats  and  the  trade 
stores. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Y.  B.  Buford, 

Brigadier-  General ,  G ommanding. 


Captain  J.  R.  C.  Hunter, 

Twelfth  Iowa  V ols .,  Comdg .,  Mouth  of  White  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
copy  of  hey  to  Confederate  cipher  code. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton,  off  Natchez ,  June  20,  186 f. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  key  to 
cipher  code  used  by  the  rebel  General  Kirby  Smith’s  command.  It 
was  brought  in  by  a  major  who  deserted  and  gave  himself  up. 

General  Canby  has  a  copy,  and  I  will  send  one  to  Captains  Ram¬ 
say  and  Foster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure — Cipher  key.] 


i  m  p  e  r  s  o 

n  i  f 

i 

cat 

i 

o  n 

a  1 

y 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

8  9  10 

ii 

12  13  14 

15 

16  17 

18  19 

20 

a  b  c  d  e  f 

g  h  i 

j 

k  1  m 

n 

o  p 

q  r 

s  t 

13  21  12  22  4  10 

23  24  1 

25 

26  19  2 

8 

7  3 

27  5 

6  14 

18 

9 

16 

15 

11 

u  V 

w 

x  y  z 

28  29 

30 

31  20  32 

I,  me,  mine . 

o  which 

7/  but 

<p  am,  i 

is,  are 

c— ) 

you,  your,  yours . 

V  what 

8'  to 

HI  was, 

were 

of 

V 

we,  us,  our,  ours . 

2/  there 

9'  for 

M  be 

0 

he,  him,  his . 

37  the 

+  from 

$  will 

-+H- 

thev,  them,  theirs . 

• 

4'  a 

-H- at 

U  have 

,  has 

v 

who,  whom,  whose . 

5/  and 

-©-  on 

v  had 

A 

that . 

6'  not 

=hit 

A  with 

millions . . 

' - '  thousands 

3  hundreds 

<e 

Some  letters  occurring  more  than  once  in  the  key  word  have  more 
than  one  number,  either  of  which  may  be  used ;  it  is  best  to  use  them 
alternately. 

The  characters  may  be  used  or  the  words  spelled. 
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Where  the  word  occurs  often  it  is  better  to  do  both. 

Double  letters  as  ll-cc-pp-&c.,  are  written,  1*9,  12,  3. 

Numerals  as  32-20-1-2-3  are  written  32-20-T-2-3. 

.  exceeding  the  largest  number  used  in  the  alphabet,  the  number 
is  written  without  any  dot,  simply  thus,  40.  80.  90.  60. 

Millions,  thousands,  and  hundreds  are  indicated  by  placing  the 
number  before  the  characters. 

When  deemed  expedient  for  greater  security,  each  letter  may  be 
numbered  by  the  number  of  its  fifth  letter,  thus  a  would  take  the 
numbei  or  numbers  of  e ,  and  e  the  numbers  of  i  and  w ,  the  number 
M  a  x ,  the  number  of  v ,  and  c.  Wfien  this  is  done  it  must  be  in¬ 
dicated  by  placing  (5)  immediately  before  the  word  in  which  the 
change  begins  and  when  the  original  order  is  resumed  it  will  be  in¬ 
dicated  by  placing  (1)  immediately  before  the  word. 


* 

Report  of  Lieutenant -C ommander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
location  of  vessels  under  his  command. 


D.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  June  20, 1864. 

Sm:  Since  writing  to  yOulast,  everything  has  been  quiet  in  my 
district,  but  from  threatening  appearances  at  present.  I  have 
withdrawn  the  Nymph,  from  below  Baton  Rouge,  and  now  have  all 
my  vessels  between  Morganza  and  Baton  Roug-e.  As  soon  as  the 
Ouachita  and  Juliet  arrive,  I  will  be  enabled  to  place  two  boats  be- 

u10LaldmnIl11^  ai\C!  Baton  BoiWe,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  will  be  able  to  do  all  required  between  those  points,  as  there  is 
little  danger  to  be  apprehended  there. 

One  of  my  boats,  the  Chickasaw,  is  now  stationed  in  Captain 
Ramsay  s  district  on  account  of  the  disabling  of  the  Bragg  and  an¬ 
other  of  his  vessels.  This  was  done  at  his  request. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  2d  Dist,  MittissipjA  °S^ladron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porteb 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron'. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navv  to  \etina 

uTsRrSuL  S-  Nmy’  f"  temd™-y  detaehZjfrZZ 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

c  Off  Natchez ,  June  20,  186 4. 

feiR:  You  are  temporarily  detached  from  the  Pittsburg  and  will 
assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose.  y 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T-  a  n  .  ~  7  ^  James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Rogers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-  C ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officer  of  U .  S.  S.  F orest  Rose ,  regarding  duty  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  20, 186  A 

Sir:  The  neighborhood  of  St.  Joseph  being  that  which  should  be 
most  watched,  you  will  be  about  there  or  Bruinsburg  principally, 
making  a  trip  down  to  Waterproof  occasionally. 

Mr.  Canada  can  not  go  north  until  the  other  pilot  comes  back. 
Let  me  know  when  Mr.  Canada  comes  back  from  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  chiefs  of  bureaus  of  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment ,  regarding  the  establishment  of  an  independent  naval  station 
at  Cairo ,  III. 


Navy  Department,  June  20,  186 f. 

Sir:  The  Department  contemplating  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
station  at  or  near  Cairo,  Ill.,  independent  of  the  squadron  employed 
on  the  Western  waters,  referred  the  subject  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
Bureaus  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Construction,  Provisions  and  Cloth¬ 
ing,  and  Equipment  and  Recruiting  for  their  opinion,  which  is  given 
in  their  joint  report  of  the  10th  instant,  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed.  Those  officers  report  favorably  on  the  project,  and  the 
Department  proposes  to  establish  such  a  station  on  the  1st  proximo. 
It  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions  or  recom¬ 
mendations  with  regard  to  the  assignment  of  officers  for  duty  there. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  111. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy ,  enclosing  Special  Order  No.  23,  from 
Major-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Mound  City,  June  20, 186 Jj. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Special  Field  Orders  No.  23,* 
issued  by  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

You  will  understand  its  import  and  be  governed  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Moose  and  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


*  See  p.  382. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-0 ommander  Greer ,  U .  8.  Navy ,  to  commanding 

officer  of  the  TJ .  8.  8.  Rattler. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

Of  Natchez ,  June  20,  186 f. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Pittsburg  you  will  proceed  to  the 
Mound  City  and  deliver  the  acompanying  letter  to  Captain  Lang- 
thorne.  When  he  is  ready,  bring  him  down  to  this  place,  stopping 
at  the  Pittsburg  and  Forest  Rose ,  to  take  on  board  the  officers  ordered 
down.  I  wish  you  here  by  7  a.  m.  on  Wednesday  next. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greei;, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Laning, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Rattler. 


Letter  from  Li eu tenant -C ommander  Owen ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  TJ.  8.  Army ,  giving  information  of  Confederate 
affairs  obtained  from  paroled  prisoners. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  SkipwiWs  Landing ,  June  20, 186 J. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  for  vour  information  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  received  from  17  paroled  prisoners  captured  from  the 
Lebanon  and  Clara  Ames  (cotton  boats)  and  sent  to  me  by  Captain 
Baldwin,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Romeo:  Burbridge  is  encamped  7 
miles  back  and  about  4  miles  above  the  railroad  which  comes  into 
Eunice,  with  a  very  large  force,  having  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
two  of  which  are  20-pounder  Parrotts,  the  rest  6  and  12  pounder 
pieces,  mostly  rifles.  He  has  also  4  24-pounder  pieces  on  the  way, 
which  will  probably  be  in  to-clay  (20th  instant).  They  are  now  on 
or  near  Bayou  Clay,  over  which  they  are  constructing  bridges,  in¬ 
tending  to  attack  us  about  Choctaw  Island  and  foot  of  Cypress  Bend. 
Montgomery  and  Ross  are  said  to  be  ready  to  cooperate  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  shore  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  Colonel  Greene  is  with 
Burbridge’s  command. 

General  Fagan  had  his  headquarters  at  Monticello.  He  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  in  to  command  the  whole.  Marmaduke  was  at  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage  with  ten  or  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  Marmaduke  left  Lake 
Village  Saturday  (18th  instant)  and  has  moved  north.  Couriers 
and  pickets  are  constantly  seen  on  the  Arkansas  bank.  Burbridge 
has  a  large  number  of  horses,  mules,  wagons,  etc.,  and  others  coming 
m.  Arms  and  ammunition  said  to  be  in  abundance,  Shelby  has 
gone  to  Missouri.  Kirby  Smith  still  at  Shreveport.  These  men 
state  the  enemy  intend  blockading  the  river  as  long  as  possible  and 
then  all  go  to  Missouri.  General  Taylor  is  said  to  be  on  his  way  to 
join  Marmaduke  with  quite  a  force.  These  paroled  prisoners  posi¬ 
tively  state  the  enemy  intend  trying  to  stop  the  navigation  of  the 
river  between  Columbus  and  head  of  Cypress  Bend.  I  feel  sure  the 
information  received  from  these  men  is  reliable.  If  the  enemy  does 
come  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  as  he  threatens,  a  military  cooperation 
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will  be  necessary  to  clear  the  river  of  him.  I  have  only  been  able 
to  hear  that  Marmaduke  has  about  1,000  men  and  Fagan  3,500. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Iv.  Owen. 

Lieut.  Commander ,  Commanding  6th  Dist.,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Owen ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  ex¬ 
pedition  up  the  river ,  June  2 0 ,  carrying  information  regarding  the 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Napoleon ,  Ark.,  June  23, 186 f. 
Sir:  On  the  19th  instant,  Acting  Master  Baldwin,  commanding 
the  Romeo,  communicated  to  me  the  intelligence  that  Marmaduke, 
with  his  command  and  those  of  Burbridge,  Greene,  and  Fagan,  with 
eighteen  pieces  of  artillery  from  6  to  20-pounders,  were  7  miles  back 
of  Eunice,  in  Arkansas,  with  the  object,  as  he  was  informed,  of 
blockading  the  river.  Captain  Baldwin  considered  his  intelligence 
perfectly  reliable,  and,  upon  the  strength  of  the  report,  I  ordered 
the  Prairie  Bird  to  Skipwith’s,  and  on  her  arrival  on  the  20th,  I 
immediately  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  On  arrival  at 
Columbia,  I  landed  and  gained  the  information  from  a  good  Union 
and  reliable  man  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  way  up  the  river  in 
heavy  force  of  infantry  and  artillery.  I  proceeded  on  up.  On 
arriving  at  Gaines  Landing  I  could  discover  nothing  indicating  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  in  that  neighborhood.  I  proceeded  on  up  to 
Cypress  Creek,  where  I  communicated  with  a  man  well  known  in 
this  district  for  his  Unionism,  and  he  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  crossed,  on  the  20th,  Cypress  Creek  and  Bayou  Bartholomew 
with  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  and  were  then  marching  on  the 
Monticello  and  Napoleon  road  toward  the  Arkansas  River.  I 
stopped  at  Jersey  Point,  and  saw  a  Mr.  Williams  and  his  son.  His 
son  had  been  amongst  the  rebels  the  day  before,  and  he  positively 
stated  he  counted  forty-three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  number  of 
troops  he  could  not  estimate.  From  what  he  could  learn  they  were 
going  to  Pine  Bluff.  At  Island  [No.]  76  I  communicated  with  the 
Marmora ,  who  informed  [me]  that  Colonel  Montgomery,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery  borrowed  from  Ross,  was  then  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Bolivar,  waiting  for  the  river  to  fall  to  interrupt  navigation. 
I  sent  the  Marmora  to  Cypress  Bend  and  Gaines  Landing,  having 
previously  sent  the  Romeo  to  Columbia  and  vicinity.  I  left  76 
this  morning,  and  hearing  the  Tyler  had  gone  up  the  Arkansas  with 
a  convoy  of  vessels,  I  went  at  once  to  Napoleon  and  thence  to  White 
River,  for  the  double  purpose  of  informing  the  naval  and  military 
authorities  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  was  glad  to  learn  the 
Tyler  had  gone  up  the  White  instead  of  the  Arkansas  River.  I  for¬ 
warded,  through  Mr.  Booby,  in  charge  of  the  Lexington ,  a  com¬ 
munication  to  the  nearest  military  commander;  it  passed,  however, 
first  through  the  hands  of  Captain  Bache,  commanding  the  Tyler. 
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I  remained  at  White  River  about  an  hour,  that  Dr.  Mixer  might 
prescribe  tor  the  many  sick  I  have  on  board.  Yesterdav  the  Tenth 
Missouri  (rebel)  attacked  the  station  at  White  River  and  were  re- 
pulsed  with  a  loss  of  3  killed  and  3  wounded.  I  am  now  going  to 
JSibletts  plantation,  opposite  the  head  of  Island  [No.]  76,  to  see 
about  a  rebel  camp  said  to  be  there.  The  river  being  high,  steamers 
noAv  use  the  short  [cut],  passing  Island  [No.]  76  to  the  west.  At 
low  wafer  the  channel  on  the  Mississippi  shore  has  to  be  used.  The 
channel  runs  close  to  the  bank  and  the  enemy’s  old  earthworks  that 
remain.  I  dispatched  General  Slocum  the  tenor  of  Captain  Bald¬ 
win  s  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen. 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Deport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy  reqardinq 
the  capture  at  Osceola,  Ark.,  of  Paskil  Rice.  ’  ' 


U.  S.  S.  Huntress, 

Off  Hickman ,  Ky.,  June  21, 1864. 

^ e  h™or  Jo  inf°™  you  that  a  few  days  since,  Acting 
Master  Marshall,  of  the  New  Era 1,  captured  at  Osceola  a  man  named 
I  ask.il  Rice,  said  by  the  people  there  to  be  a  notorious  ]  ay  hawker 
I  directed  him  to  be  held  on  board  the  New  Era  until  the  necessary 
evidence  could  be  gathered  to  convict  him  before  sending  him  to 
S,™-  Pe  P™fP»l  witness  against  him  has  gone  away  from  the 
place  The  people  at  Osceola  would  like  to  try  him,  and  sav  they 

them]  ST,0t  ‘"m  “A™4  «"?*  Sha11  1  him  turned  over  °to 
p,  ,  ••  They  executed  two  of  them  about  a  week  ago,  so  they  told 
Captain  Marshall,  and,  besides,  I  found  an  account  of  the  shooting 

opened11  &  letter  put  °n  b°ard  here  to  be  mailed5  and  which  I 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T-  ,  .  yy  j  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C om/mander,  Commanding  Eighth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City,  III. 

[Endorsement.] 

Turn  him  over  to  the  people  of  Osceola.  Have  him  shot  and 
ascertain  to  a  certainty  that  it  has  been  done. 


0rfMiifen'A/7ral  P,ort?r'.V- S ■  N-avy' t0  Li™tena.nt-Comman(Ier 
ramson  U  S  Navy,  for- information  regarding  means  of  surviv¬ 
ing  contraband  of  war  to  the  Confederates.  PPV 

o  „  Mound  City,  June  21, 1864. 

Mr:  You  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  give  me  all  the  information 
you  have  in  relation  to  the  manner  the  rebels  have  been  heretofore 
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supplied  with  contraband  of  war,  Avho  were  the  military  com¬ 
manders,  and  who  the  Treasury  agents. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  Pattison, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Memphis ,  Term. 


Report  of  Lieutenant -Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
three  cotton-trading  steamers  en  route  to  Cairo  for  examination , 
as  prizes. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Memphis ,  June  21,  186 4. 

Sir:  Three  cotton  trading  steamers  en  route  to  Cairo  as  prizes 
are  passing  here  now.  Many  of  their  people  were  very  anxious  to 
get  clear  upon  one  pretext  or  another,  but  I  have  judged  it  best  to 
send  the  whole  forward  for  examination  by  the  district  attorney, 
and  such  as  he  considers  necessary  he  can  secure  as  witnesses  by 
requiring  bonds  or  otherwise.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Weldon 
will  require  all  his  wits  to  get  much  out  of  the  people,  except  from 
the  deck  hands. 

The  revenue  aids  are  claiming  exemption  on  the  ground  of  being 
customs  officers,  but  I  regard  them  as  of  the  worst  offenders.  One 
or  two  of  them  act  as  clerks  of  the  steamers  as  well  as  revenue  aids. 
At  all  events  not  a  soul  of  these  men  who  can  be  on  such  terms  with 
rebels  shall  leave  the  vessels  till  released  by  you  or  by  the  com¬ 
mandant.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  any  of  them,  and  don’t  believe 
a  word  they  say  or  swear  to. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- C  ommander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Weldon’s  attention  will  be  invited  to  the  case  of  these 
revenue  aids.  As,  if  there  is  evidence  to  condemn  the  vessels,  why 
should  not  these  United  States  officers  be  liable  to  punishment  for 
treasonable  intercourse  with  the  enemy  and  dereliction  of  duty? 
It  is  in  evidence  in  the  affidavits  sent  forward  that  the  enemy  had 
been  going  on  board  these  vessels  from  the  10th  to  the  15th,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  shown  that  one  of  the  revenue  aids  is  an  interested 
party  in  the  cotton. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  June  21, 186 4. 

We  have  sent  or  are  loading  six  boats  for  Nashville  under  requisi¬ 
tion.  Is  there  sufficient  convoy  on  the  Cumberland  ?  Guerrillas  are 
said  to  be  abundant. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

correspondence  regarding  proposed  expedition  of  steamer  Brazil 

from  Natchez ,  Miss.,  for  restriction  of  trade. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  June  21, 1861+. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  letters  that 
passed  between  Colonel  Farrar,  commanding  the  district  of  Natchez, 
and  myself;  they  explain  themselves.  In  my  letter  the  reference  to 
vessels  lying  at  a  military  post  refers  to  those  which  may  be  seized 
by  customhouse  officers  or  by  military  authorities  for  violating  local 
rules. 

My  letter  to  Colonel  Farrar  put  a  stop  to  the  proposed  expedition, 
and  I  think  he  understands  now  our  relative  positions.  I  have  sup- 
pliecl  him  with  a  copy  of  General  Order  209. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Sguadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  June  20,  1861+. 

Captain:  The  colonel  commanding  desires  to  inform  you  that  he 
proposes  sending  the  steamer  Brazil  up  the  river  at  10  o’clock  this 
p.  m.,  with  proper  officers  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling 
certain  boats,  and  requests  that  you  will  favor  him  with  a  reply,  stat- 
ing  v  hethei  the  proposed  arrangements  will  be  infringing  upon  your 
oi  dei s  and  regulations  or  meets  your  approval  and  concurrence. 

By  order  of  B.  G.  Farrar,  Colonel,  Commanding: 

[David  L.]  Kinninment, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  20,  1861+. 

Colonel:  Your  communication  of  this  date  in  regard  to  sending 
the  Brazil  up  the  river  to  overhaul  certain  boats  is  received. 

According  to  my  instructions,  I  am  willing  to  cooperate  to  the  full¬ 
est  extent,  but  have  respectfully  to  state  that  if  there  is  anything 
wrong  about  boats  now  in  my  district,  viz,  between  this  and  Vicks 
burg,  I  will,  upon  receiving  tangible  information,  act  against  them 
but  can  not  allow  any  other  than  a  naval  vessel  so  to  act.  The  over¬ 
hauling  of  boats  not  lying  at  a  military  post  is  a  duty  that  appertains 
solely  to  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

t  ‘  j.  n  7  s-i  i  -r.  Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Colonel  B.  G.  Farrar, 

Commanding  Post,  Natchez. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

St.  Louis ,  June  21,  186 If.. 

The  presence  of  one  gunboat  near  New  Madrid  would  add  so  much 
to  its  safety  in  case  of  a  raid  from  Shelby,  which  the  people  of  south¬ 
ern  Missouri  seem  to  apprehend,  that  I  beg  to  ask  if  possible  that  one 
on  the  Cairo  station  may  be  sent  to  that  point  and  vicinity. 

\V.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.  ] 


Mound  Citt,  June  22,  186 L 
I  will  send  a  gunboat  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  one. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Major-General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign 

Thomas ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roll),  transmitting 

order  for  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet  to  'proceed  to  New  Madrid. 

Mound  City,  June  22, 186 If.. 

Sir:  Proceed  down  the  Mississippi  until  you  find  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mitchell  in  the  Carondelet  and  deliver  him  the  accom¬ 
panying  letter.  You  may  find  him  at  Fort  Pillow.  After  executing 
this  duty,  return  without  delay  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Ensign  Lloyd  Thomas, 

C ommanding  V.  S.  S.  Roll. 

[Enclosure.] 

Mound  City,  June  22,  186 If  . 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  telegram  referring  to  some  trouble  at  New 
Madrid.  Proceed  thither  without  delay  and  ascertain  what  the 
difficulty  is.  Leave  a  gunboat  there  to  guard  the  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet  and  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  June  22,  186 4- ' 
No  difficulty  about  convoy  on  the  Cumberland  River. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- A  dmiral. 

Colonel  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


L,etter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Charles  Eames , 
esq.,  accepting  proposition  to  attend  to  prize  matters  for  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  June  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
in  relation  to  prize  matters  and  accept  your  proposition,  but  these 
matters  must  be  attended  to  at  once,  and  you  should  proceed  to 
Springfield  without  delay.  Draw  up  a  power  of  attorney  to  attend 
prize  cases  of  this  squadron,  and  I  will  approve  it  at  once. 

There  is  now  cotton  amounting  to  $2,250,000  before  the  court,  all 
of  which  would  be  condemned  if  properly  looked  after. 

The  trickery  and  corruption  practiced  is  beyond  conception.  I, 
soon  after  my  arrival  here,  became  aware  of  the  grasping  character  . 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  which  managed  to  have  prize  property 
condemned  as  violation  of  Treasury  law.  All  cases  had  lately  been 
libeled  as  prize  to  the  Navy.  The  claims  put  in  by  the  Treasury 
are  preposterous.  I  would  like  to  know  what  would  have  become  of 
the  cotton  had  I  not  seized  it.  It  all  actually  belonged  to  the  rebel 
Government  and  would  have  gone  through  Texas  to  Europe  or  been 
burned.  The  court  at  Springfield  is  admitting  claimants  to  plead 
when  cotton  is  actually  marked  C.  S.  A.  To  save  this  large  amount 
to  the  Navy  and  the  pension  fund,  prompt  action  is  necessary. 
About  a  million  of  dollars  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  court,  or  of 
the  marshal,  who  makes  no  return  of  it.  I  have  sent  over  7,000  bales 
to  court,  and  not  a  cent  has  yet  come  into  our  hands,  nor  will  it  if 
not  properly  attended  to.  I  know  cases  where  hundreds  of  bales 
were  sworn  to  by  persons  who  never  heard  of  it  before  it  went  to 
court. 

I  could  not,  in  a  limited  space,  enter  into  the  details  of  all  the 
roguery  practiced,  and  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  see  you'  and  talk 
with  you  on  the  subject,  I  shall  leave  here  early  in  July  for  the 
North,  and  if  you  could  come  here  before  I  leave  it  would  facilitate 
matters  very  much. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

C.  Eames,  Esq., 

W ashington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant -C  ommander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  XJ .  S.  S.  Forest  Rose ,  for  the 
arrest  of  steamer  Idaho. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  22,  186f. 

Sir  :  Arrest  and  send  to  me  at  this  point  the  cotton  steamer  Idaho. 
When  you  seize  her,  take  a  list  of  the  goods  on  board.  Examine  all 
trading  boats  frequently  for  articles  contraband,  taking  list  of  stock, 
etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 


Operations  in  White  River ,  Arkansas ,  including  skirmish  at  White 

River  Station ,  June  22,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  at 

Clarendon  June  2Jf,  followed  by  engagement  of  U.  S.  steamers 

Fawn ,  Tyler,  and  Naumkeag  with  force  under  Brigadier-General 

Shelby,  C.  S.  Army. 

Report  o?  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting 

Master  Ferguson,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  28,  186 J. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
just  received  from  Acting  Master  Ferguson,  commanding  the  Silver 
Cloud  in  which  he  gives  information  of  the  probable  capture  of  the 
Queen  City,  off  Clarendon,  on  White  River.  It  is  the  only  account 
of  the  affair  I  have  received.  Captain  Phelps  is  below  and  probably 
is  doing  whatever  may  be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

The  boat  is  just  leaving,  and  I  wish  you  to  receive  the  news  by 
the  first  opportunity. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud, 

Off  Helena,  June  27,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  reliable  information 
that  the  gunboat  Queen  City  was  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  of  Friday  last,  off  Clarendon,  on  the  White  River.  This 
information  I  gained  through  a  flag  of  truce  which  came  into  General 
Buford’s  lines  this  afternoon.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  flag  had 
a  proposal  from  the  rebel  general  Shelby  to  exchange  a  naval  officer 
and  some  seamen  for  prisoners  whom  the  general  commanding  this 
post  had  captured  lately.  The  rebels  say  the  guns,  ammunition,  etc., 
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of  the  Queen  City  were  taken  ashore  and  the  boat  itself  burned;  they 
also  report  the  officers  and  crew  prisoners.  Before  this  flag  of  truce 
came  in,  a  citizen  who  had  arrived  here  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Clarendon,  reported  the  capture  of  the  Queen  City  a°nd  said  that 
Shelby  (the  rebel  general)  was  going  to  put  her  guns  in  battery  on 
shore  and  blockade  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Ferguson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Silver  Cloud. 

Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movement  of 

transports  out  of  White  River. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 
Commerce ,  Miss.,  June  W,  186 L 
Devall’s  Bluff  I  learned  that  Shelby,  with  between  2,000 
and  3,000  men  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  had  gone  around  General 
Steele,  crossing  the  Arkansas  at  Darclanelle,  thence  striking  White 
Kiver  north  of  Batesville  crossing  it  at  that  place,  and  Black  River 
above  Jacksonport.  He  had  marched  down  the  east  bank  of  White 
Sn-er  to  within  35  miles  of  Devall’s  Bluff,  establishing  himself  at 
Cotton  1  lant.  This  looks  very  much  like  a  threat  along  White  River 
from  Clarendon  down.  I  found  all  quiet  except  a  few  of  Shelby’s 
men  had  been  m  below  Clarendon  and  had  fired  with  musketry  at 
two  or  three  transports.  I  had  the  Queen  City ,  Naumkeag ,  and 
Fawn  between  Clarendon  and  St.  Charles,  and  when  I  found  the 
Lexington  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  ordered  the  Tyler  for  service 
?  d°n’  bl!^  t0  my.  astonishment  nine  transports  came  out 
of  White  River  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  to  go  up  the  Arkansas, 
which  stream  had  risen  considerably.  Colonel  Fenn  had  come  with 

!  k  to  Little  Rock  and  thence 

to  Fort  Smith.  He  had  dispatches  from  both  places,  representing 

the  river  m  good  stage  and  rising.  He  was  fortified  with  letters 
from  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Steele,  and  was  authorized  to  assume 
huge  risks  in  the  attempt  to  get  the  fleet  through,  and,  finally,  he  had 
an  endorsement  from  you,  directing  me  to  give  convoy  if  I  regarded 
he  stage  of  water  such  as  to  make  it  prudent.  I  accordingly  gave 
the  convoy,  first  stating  that  I  thought  the  risk  to  the  transports 
very  great  and  that  beyond  South  Bend  I  would  not  send  more  Rian 
one  tmclad,  which  would  have  peremptory  orders  to  turn  immediately 
back  and  hasten  out  of  the  river  from  Pine  Bluff.  The  fleet  left  vesy 
terday  about  noon  escorted  by  the  Tyler ,  Fawn,  and  Naumkeag  all 
undei  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Bache,  whose  orders  are 
to  proceed  only  as  high  with  the  Tyler  as  the  stage  of  the  river  rem 
ders  prudent,  and  in  no  event  beyond  South  Bend,  where  he  is  to 
tmn  back  with  her  and  the  Naumkeag.  From  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  to  South  Bend  (about  25  miles  above  the  post)  may  be 

f  the  dan^;°us  part  of  the  river  for  the  fleet,  and  there 
the  road  from  1  me  Bluff  crosses  the  river.  It  is  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  that  a  large  cavalry  force  shall  come  down  that  road  to  meet 
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the  transports,  and  the  distance  by  road  from  Pine  Bluff  may  be  50 
miles.  Captain  Bache  will  turn  the  fleet  back  if  he  learns  in  any 
manner  with  certainty  that  the  enemy  has  guns  upon  the  river.  The 
transports  will  not  be  likely  to  get  out  of  the  river  this  summer,  but 
the  gunboats  incur  little  risk,  although  the  Fawn  will  have  three  or 
four  days’  time  in  the  river,  which  is  very  tricky,  and  she  may  get 
caught.  I  have  tried  to  secure  them  all  by  the  arrangements  made, 
and  have  felt  that  you  would,  provided  there  was  almost  a  certainty 
of  sufficient  water,  not  hesitate  to  incur  other  risks  when  the  army 
deemed  the  exigency  great  enough  to  take  the  chances  with  the 
transports  while  admitting  the  danger. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
commanding  officer  of  IT.  S.  S.  Lexington  regarding  skirmish  at  White  River 
Station,  June  22. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Helena ,  June  2f,  186L 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  communication  from  the  commanding  officer  (pro 
tem.)  of  the  Lexington ,  in  regard  to  an  attack  upon  the  camp  at  the 
White  River  Station.  Later  advices  report  reinforcements  to  the 
enemy  and  probability  of  a  renewed  attack. 

General  Buford  is  now  preparing  a  force,  of  which  he  will  take 
command,  to  take  down  to  White  River.  Two  hundred  of  the  soldiers 
go  down  on  board  this  vessel.  We  will  reach  there  by  about  mid¬ 
night.  .  . 

The  reports  I  receive  here  conflict  with  those  I  received  from  an 
officer  of  ours  who  reached  Memphis,  in  regard  to  the  failure  of  the 
convoy  to  get  up  the  Arkansas.  General  Buford  informs  me  that 
the  report  made  to  him  was  that  it  was  the  occupation  of  Aikansas 
Post  in  force  by  the  enemy  which  turned  the  fleet  back,  and  I  have 
since  questioned  the  officer  and  find  that  he  did  not  altogether  under¬ 
stand  Captain  Bache,  from  whom  I  have  not  yet  received  a  written 

report.  . 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Lexington, 

Off  White  River  Station ,  June  22,  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  attack  was  made  on  this 
place  at  4:30  o’clock  a.  m.  by  the  Tenth  Missouri  Regiment  (rebel), 
under  command  of  Colonel  R.  R,  Lawther, 
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The  garrison  here  had  just  completed  the  stockade  on  which  they 
were  engaged  when  you  left,  and  in  it  they  fought  bravely,  though 
their  pickets  had  been  surprised  and  the  rebels  were  close  upon  them 
before  they  were  discovered. 

The  Lexington  had  steam  up,  and  moved  immediately  out  into  the 
stream  and  opened  on  them  a  rapid  fire.  The  enemy  was  quickly 
repulsed,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  We  had  no  casualties,  and  of 
the  garrison  1  was  killed  and  4  wounded.  One  negro  was  killed,  and 
two  families  of  the  refugees  carried  off. 

Two  dead  and  3  wounded  rebels  fell  into  our  hands,  but  most  of 
their  killed  or  wounded  were  dragged  off  the  field. 

The  wounded,  Federal  and  rebel,  are  being  cared  for  on  this  ship. 

Had  there  been  another  armed  vessel  here,  I  could  have  cut  off  their 
retreat  and  captured  the  whole  command,  but  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  leave  this  point  with  the  Lexington. 

Enclosed  please  find  report  of  Acting  Gunner  L.  Frederic  of 
amount  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,. 

Henry  Booby, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Sixth  District,  Mississippi  Sguadron. 


letter  from  Lieutenant  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Steele,  IT.  S.  Army 
referring  to  skirmish  at  White  River  Station,  June  22. 


U.  S.  S.  Tyler,  June  2  4,  186 Jh 

My  Dear  General:  The  boat  which  I  sent  up  White  River  has 
returned,  having  met  with  no  force  of  the  enemy.  From  information 
gathered,  it  appears  Shelby  is  mostly  engaged  in  conscripting  He 
has  some  force  at  Cotton  Plant,  and  their  headquarters  is  on  Straight 
Lake.  I  have  requested  Colonel  Mizner  to  send  down  a  detail,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  gunboat,  to  cut  down  the  trees  within  10  or  12  feet  of  the 
bank  m  the  Oxbone  [Ox-Bows],  on  this  river.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
enemy,  when  the  river  gets  lower,  intends  attacking  boats  there 
He  proposes  cutting  trees  nearly  in  two,  putting  a  charge  of  powder 
in  the  cut,  and  exploding  it,  so  as  to  fell  the  trees  as  the  boats  pass 
and  to  catch  or  smash  them.  The  story  seems  plausible,  and  this  is 
most  advantageous  place  on  this  river  for  a  purpose  of  that  kind 
V\  hite  River  Station,  where  some  50  soldiers  are  stationed,  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  regiment  of  rebels  yesterday  morning.  They  were  soon 
driven  off  by  the  Lexington  and  the  garrison,  carrying  off,  however 
most  of  their  killed  and  wounded;  we  got,  however,  2  killed  and  3 
wounded.  Please  excuse  this  hurried  letter,  as  I  am  about  starting. 
We  shall  start  up  the  Arkansas  to-morrow  mornino-. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  M.  Bache,  Lieutenant. 

Major-General  F.  Steele, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Buford,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  skirmish  at  White 

River  Station,  June  22. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena ,  Ark.,  June  27,  186 J 

General:  On  the  22d  instant  the  little  garrison  of  50  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  J.  R.  C.  Hunter,  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry, 
at  the  mouth  of  White  River,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  300  strong, 
about  daybreak,  who  had  crossed  the  Arkansas  River  in  small  boats 
in  the  night,  and,  after  an  action  of  thirty  minutes,  was  handsomely 
repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  us  of  1  killed  and  4  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
loss  was  about  30  killed  and  wounded;  5  of  the  latter,  1  an  officer, 
falling  into  our  hands.  The  little  garrison  was  slightly  intrenched 
in  a  hastily  erected  stockade.  The  gunboat  Lexington  was  the  only 
one  present.  She  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  in  the  woods  after  the 
repulse.  Our  force  was  too  small  to  pursue,  and  as  there  was  but 
one  gunboat  the  orders  of  her  commander  forbade  her  leaving  the 
station  and  preventing  the  enemy  retreating  across  the  Arkansas 
River.  Captain  Hunter  and  his  little  garrison  deserve  the  highest 
credit.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  above  facts,  Captain  S.  L. 
Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  being  at  Helena  at  the  time,  and  with  his  as¬ 
sistance,  I  embarked  800  troops  on  my  two  ferryboats  and  his  gun¬ 
boat  Hastings  and  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  White  River  and 
ascended  White  River  to  the  Cutoff,  hoping  the  enemy  had  not  left 
the  island;  thence  to  the  Arkansas  River  and  up  it  10  miles,  where 
I  ascertained  the  attacking  force  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Law- 
ther,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  C.  S.  Army,  and  they  had  crossed 
back  on  the  22d.  My  information  led  me  to  believe  that  General 
Marmaduke’s  force  was  between  me  and  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and 
that  I  was  not  strong  enough  to  successfully  attack  him  if  I  could 
find  him.  Captain  Phelps  objected  to  going  farther  up  the  river, 
as  the  banks  of  the  river  were  such  that  the  enemy,  if  in  force  equal 
to  ours,  could  readily  get  out  of  our  way,  or  attack  us  exposed  in  our 
crowded  small  boats.  I  returned  to  the  mouth  of  White  River  and 
issued  the  enclosed  order,*  which  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  This 
order  is  simply  enforcing  principles  to  which  I  have  before  called 
your  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  Buford, 

B rigadier- General ,  C ommanding. 

Major-General  F.  Steele, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  capture  of  TJ.  S.  S. 
Queen  City,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  July  3,  186 1^. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  heard  indirectly 
that  the  tinclad  steamer  Queen  City  was  destroyed  up  the  White 
River  by  a  rebel  battery  which  opened  on  her  at  daylight  [June  24]. 

*  See  p.  402. 
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I  have  not,  yet  heard  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture, 
but  think  the  report  of  the  loss  is  true. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of 
IT.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Mouth  of  White  River ,  June  27,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  have  information  which  appears  to  be  reliable  that  the 
Queen  City  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  on  Friday 
morning,  the  24th  instant.  Most  of  the  officers  and  men  are  said  to 
have  effected  their  escape  by  swimming  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  The  enemy,  under  cover  of  night,  planted  artillery  on  the 
bank  abreast  of  her,  and  it  could  not  have  been  more  than  80  yards 
distant,  and  at  break  of  day  opened  on  the  vessel,  which  was  dis¬ 
abled^  the  first  fire  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  make  much  resistance. 

It  is  further  reported  that  the  rebels  got  three  cannon  off  from 
her,  with  ammunition,  when  some  of  our  gunboats,  having  heard 
the  firing,  came  down  from  Devall’s  Bluff  and  forced  the  enemy  to 
burn  her.  I  will  report  as  soon  as  I  have  official  information. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 


S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  C ommander. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Westfall,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture 

of  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City. 


U.  S.  S.  Tyler,  June  21^,  186 4. 

Sm:  The  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  lying  at  anchor  off  Clarendon,  was 
attacked  this  .morning  between  3  and  4  o’clock  by  General  Shelby 
with  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  four  pieces  ‘of  artillery  We 
were  taken  by  surprise,  no  intimation  of  their  approach  being  given 
until  the  firing  commenced. 

At  the  first  or  second  round  the  starboard  engine  was  disabled  by 
a  shell  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  port  one^much  injured  by  a 
piece  of  the  same  passing  through  the  steam  pipe. 

After  fighting  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  boat  being  com¬ 
pletely  riddled  with  shell  and  rifle  balls,  Captain  Hickey  decided  to 
surrender  her,  telling  the  officers  and  men  they  could  choose  between 
being  prisoners  or  jumping  into  the  water  to  escape.  The  rebels 
after  robbing  us  of  all  our  money  and  carrying  ashore  the  wearing 
apparel  removed  all  the  small  arms,  most  of  the  ammunition,  a 
12-pounder  howitzer,  and  the  paymaster’s  stores,  and  then  set  fire 
to  the  boat.  They  intended  to  take  the  24-pounders  and  one  32* 
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pounder  to  make  a  battery  on  shore,  but  fearing  other  gunboats 
would  come  before  they  could  accomplish  it,  the  project  was 
abandoned. 

Killed—  George  Davis,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Acting  Master  M.  Hickey,  leg;  Acting  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon  L.  Westfall,  shoulder;  Acting  Ensign  Fred  [M.]  Hathaway, 
hip;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  N.  Wild,  neck,  side,  and  leg;  Michael 
Ryan,  fracture  of  skull,  with  hernia  cerebri;  Charles  Blair,  scalp; 
Charles  Hunter,  arm;  Walter  Scott,  leg;  George  Saunderson,  leg. 

Prisoners.- — Acting  Master  M.  Hickey,  Acting  Assistant  Pay¬ 
master  C.  S.  Sims,  Acting  Master’s  Mates  E.  N.  Wild  and  Joseph 
[W.]  Pardee,  Pilot  Henry  Partee,  and  about  20  seamen  and 
contrabands. 

One  white  man  and  1  negro  were  drowned.  All  the  rest  of  the 
officers  and  men  escaped  to  the  opposite  shore. 

I  did  not  hear  General  Shelby  say  what  disposition  would  be 
made  of  the  contrabands,  but  one  of  his  officers  said  he  supposed 
they  would  be  treated  as  are  the  rest  they  had  captured,  kill  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  Westfall, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  M.  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

[Enclosure.] 

Officers  and  crew  of  the  Queen  City  picked  up  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Tyler. 

Lewis  Westfall,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  wounded;  F.  M.  Hath¬ 
away,  acting  ensign  and  executive  officer,  wounded;  Irvin  Fox,  acting 
first  assistant  engineer;  G.  W.  Shallenberger,  acting  second  assistant 
engineer;  William  P.  Eakle,  acting  master’s  mate;  William  W.  Poor, 
paymaster’s  steward ;  George  A.  Williams,  surgeon’s  steward. 

Crew. — John  Carey,  boatswain’s  mate;  Charles  Bowers,  carpen¬ 
ter’s  mate;  Wilbur  F.  Nevins,  quarter  gunner;  James  Smith,  quarter 
gunner;  S.  Hilderbrand,  first-class  fireman;  William  Davis,  second- 
class  fireman;  John  Barber,  officer’s  cook;  Joseph  Roberts,  Henry 
F.  Hazzel,  Robert  Smith,  Charles  Blair,  Walter  Scott,  George  Saun¬ 
derson,  seamen;  T.  Mooney,  ordinary  seaman;  William  F.  Smith, 
first-class  boy. 

Colored.- — Robert  Booker,  seaman ;  Robert  Payne,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man;  Henry  Roberts,  John  W.  Smith,  Fred  Buckingham,  Edw. 
Boler,  Haclen  Johnson,  A.  Thompson,  T.  Gazter,  landsmen. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  and  referring  to 
the  evident  purpose  of  the  enemy. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Off  mouth  of  White  River ,  June  28,  186 J. 
General:  From  information  deemed  reliable  I  learned  that  Shelby 
attacked  our  gunboat  at  Clarendon  on  Friday  morning,  the  24th, 
capturing  and  burning  her,  and  that  firing  from  gunboats  coming 
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down  from  Devall’s  Bluff  was  heard  on  that  and  the  two  succeedin 
days.  No  communication  of  any  kind  has  been  had  north  of  Devall 
Bluff  since  that  time.  Marmaduke,  it  is  believed,  occupies  Red  Fork 
Landing,  on  the  Arkansas,  having  with  him  a  very  considerable 
force  and  a  numerous  park  of  artillery.  It  is  supposed  he  designs 
cutting  General  Steele’s  communications  by  occupying  the  bluffs 
on  the  west  side  of  the  White  River.  There  are  three  "of  the  light 
gunboats  at  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  the  fact  that  none  have  come  through, 
and  no  transport  as  wTell,  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  blockade  of 
the  river  has  thus  far  been  maintained  against  our  forces. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  L.  Phelps. 

Lieut.  Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General 
Buford,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  U.  S.  S  Queen 
City. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Mouth  of  White  Diver,  June  28, 186 L 

General:  I  wrote  to  you  a  very  hasty  line  last  night  to  send  up 
bv  the  New  Missouri.  My  informant  in  regard  to  the  affair  at 
Clarendon  states  that  on  Friday  rebel  pickets  occupied  his  premises* 
that  the  soldiers  stated  that  early  daylight  they  fired  upon  the  Queen 
City  at  close  quarters,  disabling  her;  that  while  taking  off  her  guns 
of  which  they  had  removed  three,  with  some  ammunition,  the  gun¬ 
boats  from  Devall’s  Bluff  came  down  and  forced  them  to  burn"  the 
Queen  City.  My  informant  heard  the  firing  at  daylight ;  also  when 
the  gunboats  came  down  from  above;  also  much  of  that  day  and 
considerable  firing  occurred  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

There  are  three  of  the  light  gunboats  at  the  Bluff  now.  Not  one  of 
them  has  been  below  Clarendon  since  the  24th,  when  the  Queen  Citu 
was  captured.  J 

I  buried  a  sailor  found  floating  in  the  river.  Put  these  facts  to¬ 
gether  and  the  case  looks  bad,  especially  when  we  remember  Marma- 
duke’s  movements,  and  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  present  the 
case  to  you  as  I  see  it,  believing  that  thus  far  the  enemy  has  held 
good  the  blockade  of  the  river.  There  is  but  one  other  supposition 
winch  is,  that  he  has  made  so  much  of  a  demonstration  against 
Devall  s  Bluff  that  the  gunboats  are  absolutely  required  for  its  de¬ 
fense.  I  turned  back  after  learning  this  much,  in  order  to  stop 
transports  entering  the  river  and  to  get  the  Lexington  up.  As  soon 
as  the  Silver  Cloud  (No.  28)  gets  here,  I  will  proceed  up  to  the  Bluff, 
unless  I  meet  with  more  than  I  can  manage  bv  the  way.  Two  trans¬ 
ports  are  detained  here,  of  course,  and  until  I  get  positive  informa¬ 
tion  none  will  be  permitted  to  pass  us. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


b.  L.  Phelps, 

„  .  ...  _  Lieutenant -Commander. 

Brigadier-General  N.  B.  Buford, 

Commanding  District  of  Helena. 


0 


x'lq 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


421 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TI.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  the  finding  of 

the  court  of  enquiry. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  September  6,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  finding  of  the  court  of  en¬ 
quiry,  convened  by  your  order  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1864,  td 
investigate  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City.  The  proceedings  are 
rather  voluminous  and  will  follow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  Navy.  ■ 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Finding  of  the  court  of  enquiry  convened  to  investigate  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Queen  City. 

The  court,  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  is  of 
opinion  that  Acting  Master  Michael  Hickey,  in  himself,  did  all  that 
could  be  done  in  defense  of  his  vessel;  that  he  had  taken  the  usual 
precautions  to  guard  against  surprise  and  for  defense,  but  that  he 
was  not  supported  by  the  executive  officer,  Ayting  Ensign  F.  M. 
Hathaway,  and  officers  of  divisions,  Acting  Ensign  J.  S.  Roberts  and 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  W.  Pardee. 

Had  Acting  Master  Hickey  been  properly  sustained  by  his  officers, 
the  result  of  the  engagement  would  have  been  the  same,  but  the  Navy 
would  not  have  suffered  so  much  in  credit. 

From  the  evidence  before  it  the  court  deems  that  Acting  Ensigns 
Hathaway  and  Roberts  did  much,  by  their  gross  misconduct,  _  to 
cause  a  surrender  without  any  damage  having  been  previously  in¬ 
flicted  on  the  enemy. 

The  court  further  finds  that  General  Order  No.  84  was  not  carried 
out,  but  that  the  orders  of  Lieutenant- Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  com¬ 
manding  the  district,  ordering  the  Queen  City  to  guard  the  town  of 
Clarendon,  were  strictly  followed,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
the  vessel  was  lying  at  the  best  anchorage  for  the  defense  of  that 
place  and  for  self-defense. 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  and  President  Court. 

J.  M.  Alden, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Judge- Advocate . 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  July  4,  1864. 

Bache  attacked  the  rebel  batteries  on  White  River  with  three  gun¬ 
boats.  Killed  and  wounded  a  great  many,  with  small  loss  to  us. 
Caused  destruction  of  the  Queen  City,  we  securing  her  guns,  and 
drove  off  the  rebels  in  splendid  style,  capturing  one  gun,  ammunition, 
etc.  Dispatches  go  by  mail  to  you. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain ,  etc. 

Rear-  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Spencer  House. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  TT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  re¬ 
garding  engagements  of  U.  S.  steamers  Fawn,  Tyler,  and  Naumkeag  with  force 
under  Brigadier-General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  at  Clarendon,  June  24  and  25. 


U.  S.  S.  Hastings, 

Off  Mouth  White  River ,  July  1,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commander  G.  M.  Bache  and  others  of  the  operations  of  the 
Tyler ,  Fawn ,  Naumkeag ,  and  Queen  City  since  the  20th  ultimo,  in 
the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers. 

You  will  observe  that  our  observation  in  regard  to  the  movements 
of  Marmaduke’s  force  on  the  Arkansas  was  much  more  accurate  than 
was  supposed  by  those  having  charge  of  transportation  in  this  de¬ 
partment,  and  that  the  fleet  of  transports  which  left  here  on  the 
19th  ultimo  for  Little  Rock  under  convoy,  was  necessarily  turned 
back  by  Captain  Bache,  who  found  the  enemy  occupying  Red  Fork 
Landing. 

This  fleet  he  convoyed  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  on  the  24th  again 
started  down  White  Ri  ver  with  the  intention  of  once  more  attempt¬ 
ing  to  ascend  the  Arkansas  River,  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by 
General  Steele,  who  was  incredulous  as  to  the  existence  of  a  rebel 
force  on  that  stream. 


When  on  the  way  down,  and  before  reaching  Clarendon,  30  miles 
below  DevalFs  Bluff,  he  learned  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  City 
by  Shelby’s  force  at  that  place.  The  transports  were  sent  back  to 
the  Bluff,  and  Captain  Bache,  with  the  three  gunboats,  proceeded 
at  once  to  attack  and  drive  the  enemy  from  his  capture  and  from  the 
river,  which  he  accomplished  in  the  most  gallant  style,  after  a  sharp 
engagement,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  heavily.  I  refer  you  to  the 
reports  for  the  particulars,  but  invite  your  especial  attention  to  the 
excellent  judgment  and  cool  bravery  which  secured  this  handsome 
result  with  those  vulnerable  craft  by  placing  them  where  shells  with 
one-fourth  and  one-half  second  fuzes  told  with  fearful  effect. 

I  also  desire  to  commend  to  your  notice  Acting  Master  John 
Rogeis,  commanding  N  aunJkeag ,  who  is  a  seaman,  has  been  a  °-ood 
while  in  service,  and  particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  Captain 
Bache  m  the  fight.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  he  has  uniformly  per¬ 
formed  his  duty  with  zeal  and  efficiency. 

It  is  probable  that  you  may  deem  a  court  of  enquirv  necessary  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  Queen  City 
Two  of  her  officers  (wounded)  will  go  to  Cairo  with  orders  to  report 
to  you.  The  statement  of  one  of  them  is  among  the  enclosed  papers. 

The  Tyler  met  with  an  accident,  which  temporarily  disabled  her 
but  I  have  all  the  carpenters  on  the  vessels  here  at  work  on  her  and 
she  will  be  ready  for  service  in  three  or  four  days. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

-n  *  n  •  ,  _  Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

G ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Tyler, 

Off  Clarendon ,  Ark.,  June  28,  186 4. 

Sir:  I  communicated  personally  with  General  Steele  on  the  23d 
instant.  He  desired  very  much  to  get  the  transports  up  the  Arkansas 
River,  not  believing,  as  I  did,  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  river  in 
force;  he,  however,  left  everything  to  me.  Not  wishing  that  the 
army  should  think  us  backward  in  cooperation,  I  determined  to  shove 
them  there  as  far  as  the  gunboats  could  go  and  let  them  trust  to  luck 
afterwards.  The  fleet  of  nine  transports,  accordingly,  left  Devall’s 
Bluff  at  daylight  on  the  24th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler, 
Naumkeag,  and  Fawn.  When  within  about  10  miles  of  Clarendon 
we  picked  up  some  men  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  belonging  to 
the  Queen  City,  who  stated  that  that  vessel  had  been  captured  by  the 
enemy,  Shelby,  at  4  a.  m.  that  morning.  I  immediately  turned  back 
the  transports  for  the  last  time,  and  will  now  dismiss  them  altogether 
by  referring  you  "to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received 
to-day  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  which  confirms  the  infor¬ 
mation  I  had  previously  received,  and  on  which  I  acted  in  turning 
back  the  fleet  on  the  21st  instant. 

At  9  o’clock  we  received  our  first  information  of  the  capture  of  the 
Queen  City ,  just  five  hours  after  it  occurred.  I  knew  the  enemy  had 
not  had  much  time  to  get  anything  out  of  her,  but  thought  they 
might  attempt  to  fight  her  in  cooperation  with  the  shore  batteries. 

When  within  a  few  miles  of  Clarendon,  however,  we  heard  two 
successive  reports,  which  proved  subsequently  to  have  been  the 
unfortunate  Queen  City  blowing  up.  Shelby,  hearing  us  coming. 

had  destroyed  her.  . 

At  9 : 45,  the  boats  being  in  the  following  order,  viz,  Tyler,  N.mrn- 
heag,  and  Fawn,  and  when  abreast  of  Cache  River,  the  enemy  opened 
on  this  vessel,  putting  one  of  his  first  shots  through  the  pilot  house. 
We  could  only  reply  occasionally  with  a  bow  Parrott  until  nearly  ' 
abreast,  when,  steaming  slowly  past,  we  gave  them  broadside  after 
broadside  of  one-half  second  shrapnel  and  canister.  Having  passed, 
the  Tyler  rounded  to,  followed  by  the  N awnlceag ,  and  steamed  up 
at  them  again  (the  Fawn’s  pilot  had  been  mortally  wounded  and 
her  bell  arrangements  carried  away,  which  prevented  her  from 
participatino-  again).  I  am  told  that  the  rebels  now  exclaimed  m 
despair,  “  There  comes  that  black  devil  again !  ”  They  had  thought 
we  intended  merely  running  the  blockade.  After  getting  abreast 
of  them,  head  upstream  (as  I  intended  continuing  the  fight),  their 
fire  was  not  so  brisk  as  before,  and  I  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
them  skedaddling  from  the  field,  abandoning  in  their  flight  nearly 
everythin0'  they  had  captured  within  300  yards  of  the  bank. 

The  enemy  had  six  guns  of  their  own,  10-pounder  rifles,  12-pounder 
smoothbores,  and,  I  think,  one  6-pounder.  Besides  these  they  used 
on  us  a  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer,  mounted  on  a  field  carriage, 
which  they  had  taken  from  the  Queen  City  and  which  we  recap¬ 
tured.  The  guns  were  in  different  positions,  making  four  batteries, 

and,  except  the  howitzers,  entirelv  masked. 

The  howitzer  was  about  100  feet  from  the  bank,  and  was  fired 
only  a  few  times  before  every  one  was  driven  from  it.  The  vessels 
by  my  order  used  nothing  during  the  fight  but  one-half  and  one- 
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quarter  second  shrapnel  and  canister  from  their  smoothbore  guns; 
shells  were  afterwards  used  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  some 
houses  and  the  adjacent  woods.  Our  fire  was  terrific;  the  trees  on 
shore  for  the  space  of  a  mile  are  marked  by  our  projectiles,  and  that 
ow  down.  TV  hen  an  enemy  abandons  a  light  gun  which  he  has 
just  captured,  and  which  two  men  could  haul  away,  he  must  have 
been  badly  used. 

i  nhu  fA0le  affaA  lasted  only  forty-five  minutes.  This  vessel  was 
nulled  11  times,  doing  no  damage,  however,  beyond  wounding  6  men 
and  carrying  away  a  worthless  “  coffee  mill  ”  gun.  The  boiler  case¬ 
mates  stopped  a  12-pounder  ball.  The  iron  about  the  Fawn's  boilers 
also  stopped  a  shot.  The  enemy’s  ammunition  was  defective,  but  few 
of  their  shells  exploding.  Besides  the  howitzer,  the  following  articles 
were  recaptured,  viz : 

Five  boxes  12-pounder  shrapnel,  2  boxes  12-pounder  shell,  2  boxes 
12-pounder  canister,  2  boxes  24-pounder  shell,  3  boxes  24-pounder 
shrapnel,  1  box  24-pounder  canister,  5  32-pounder  shell  (fuzed),  2 
32-pounder  sponges  and  1  rammer,  1  24-pounder  sponge  and  rammer. 

chains  Plk6S’  2  b°atS’  and  1  anchor  with  about  30  fathoms  of 

The  enemy  also  abandoned  some  of  their  wounded  prisoners,  who 
made  their  way  to  us.  I  burned  a.  large  grist,  and  saw  mill,  which 
Jiffordecl  shelter  to  the  enemy,  and  a  pair  of  timber  trucks,  which 
mi|bt  bav7e  been  ^eful  m  transporting  heavy  pieces  of  artillery. 
lne  Jyldr  has  the  following  men  wounded,  viz: 

M.  Leonard,  boatswain’s  mate,  head  and  hand ;  J.  Dillon,  seaman, 

IJfTn  °f  ^  'L  ABrien’  caPtain  guard,  ’contused 

S“dofS“’ contused  woi,nd  of  leg;  J-  camPbe». 

Enclosed  all  the  reports  of  Captains  Grace  and  Rogers,  bv  whom 

1  was  well  supported. 

Captain  Rogers  I  would  especially  mention  for  the  beautiful  wav 
ho  handled  Ins  \essel  and  his  coolness  in  action.  I  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  behavior  of  Acting  Ensign  [Charles!  Acklev  and 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  [TV.  H.  C.]  Michael,  of  this  ship. 

1  A?  c',K‘lcfe  a  }e\tQr  *  from  the  doctor  of  the  Queen  City  in 
regard  to  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  and  also  a  list  of  the  men  whom  we 
have  picked  up,  and  what  disposition  I  have  made  of  them 

I  he  wreck  of  the  Queen  City  lies  about  a  mile  below  the  town  in 

2  fathoms  water.  She  was  most  completely  burned  and  blown  up 

and  her  casemates  have  tumbled  in  on  the  guns,  which  we  are  now 
endeavoring  to  raise;  they  are  all  there  except  one  24-pounder  how¬ 
itzer.  The  water  here  is  falling  rapidly,  and  the  enemy  threatening 
to  come  m  on  the  bluff  about  St.  Charles.  S 

We  want  at  least  six  gunboats  to  keep  the  river  open;  the  force  I 
have  at  present  is  not  sufficient.  1  ’ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant -Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

_ Commanding  Seventh  District]  Mississippi  Squadron. 


*  See  p.  418. 
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[Subenclosures.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Naumkeag, 

Off  Clarendon ,  Ark.,  June  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
order,  we  got  underway  from  Devall’s  Bluff  on  the  morning  of  June 
24  at  4:20  a.  m.,  in  company  with  U.  S.  gunboats  Tyler  and  Fawn 
and  a  fleet  of  nine  transports,  bound  for  the  Arkansas  River.  We 
proceeded  down  the  river  about  30  miles,  when  we  met  the  Fawn  and 
the  headmost  transport  returning,  with  the  intelligence  that  Claren¬ 
don  was  occupied  by  a  rebel  force  of  2,700  men  and  a  battery  of  four 
or  five  guns,  under  command  of  General  Shelby,  and  that  the  gun¬ 
boat  Queen  City  had  been  captured. 

I  immediately  stopped  until  you  came  up  for  orders,  when  the 
transports  returned  and  we  proceeded  to  Clarendon  in  line  of  battle, 
the  Tyler  taking  the  lead,  Naumkeag  the  center,  and  Fawn  the  rear. 

At  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fleet  which  was  returned 
by  us  from  our  bow  guns  as  soon  as  they  would  bear  upon  them.  We 
followed  the  Tyler  past  the  battery,  giving  them  our  broadside  as  we 
passed.  After  passing  we  rounded  to,  head  upstream,  shelling  the 
enemy  from  our  bow  and  broadside  guns  until  they  were  driven  from 
their  covers.  Under  the  protection  of  the  Tyler’s  guns  we  ran  into 
the  bank,  and  recaptured  a  12-pounder  brass  howitzer  formerly  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Queen  City /  we  also  recaptured  five  of  her  crew,  two 
badly  wounded,  also  her  cutter  and  four  oars.  In  this  engagement 
we  were  struck  several  times,  one  10-pound  Parrott  passing  through 
the  paymaster  and  executive  officer’s  room,  one  12-pound  shrapnel  ex¬ 
ploding  in  the  engineer’s  room;  our  cutter  also  had  two  10-pound 
Parrotts  through  her,  damaging  her  badly,  also  cabin  cut  up  with 
muskets. 

The  concussion  of  the  guns  has  caused  the  vessels  to  leak  badly; 
the  eyebolts  through  the  casemates  are  broken  (that  the  loop  pin  of 
the  howitzers  pass  through),  in  fact  the  whole  casemate  is  too  flimsy, 
the  gun  platforms  are  rotten.  Our  casualties  are  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  John  Dunlap,  shot  in  the  abdomen,  who  died  of  the  wound 
next  day.  He  was  a  good  officer  and  respected  by  all  that  knew  him ; 
he  was  on  the  sick  list  when  the  fight  commenced,  but  he  insisted 
upon  taking  command  of  his  division. 

During  the  afternoon  we  patrolled  up  and  down  for  a  mile  or  two 
and  were  fired  upon  by  muskets  from  the  woods,  which  we  returned 
with  one-half-second  shrapnel.  At  night  we  anchored  above  the 
mouth  of  Cache  River. 

On  Saturday  morning,  June  25,  this  vessel  and  the  Fawn  got 
underway  at  10  a.  m.  and  ran  down  to  Clarendon.  Saw  the  enemy 
again  in  considerable  force  throwing  up  breastworks;  commenced 
shelling  them  then  and  continued  to  do  so  until  we  drove  them  out  of 
range  of  our  guns.  I  forgot  to  state  that  Mr.  Dunlap  and  the 
wounded  arid  others  of  the  Queen  City ,  were  put  on  board  of  the 
Tyler ,  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Devall’s  Bluff. 

I  have  also  saved  the  anchor  and  chain  and  buoy  of  the  Queen  City. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal 
and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  for  which  I  return  them 
my  thanks. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rogers, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet ,  W Kite  River,  Ark. 


U.  S.  S.  Fawn, 

Off  Columbia ,  Ark.,  June  27, 186 J. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of 
June,  while  on  my  way  down  White  River  I  met  the  transport  Pike . 
which  reported  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  at  4  o’clock 
a.  m.  by  the  rebels  under  command  of  General  Shelby,  who  was  re¬ 
ported  as  still  occupying  the  place  with  2,700  men  and  six  pieces  of 
artillery. 

I  received  on  board  from  the  Pike  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William 
W  vlEakcle’  paymaster’s  Steward  William  Poor,  and  First  Class  Bov 
William  Smith,  also  the  following  named  contrabands;  James  Rider 
Frank  Brown,  John  Fletcher,  Henry  Sims,  and  Willis  Willester,  and 
m  the  afternoon  I  picked  up  opposite  Clarendon  John  Stepney,  all 
of  whom  escaped  from  the  captured  vessel. 

After  receiving  the  news  from  the  Pike.  I  waited  until  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Tyler  and  Naumkeag  came  down,  when  I  communicated  to 
you  the  intelligence.  Then,  by  your  orders,  I  took  my  position,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Naumkeag ,  the  Tyler  taking  the  lead,  and  proceeded  down 
the  river  to  engage  the  battery. 

After  coming  within  range’'  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  a  heavy  fire  was 
opened  upon  me  by  artillery  and  infantry,  which  I  returned  with  mv 
bow  and  broadside  guns,  and  continued  the  fire  until  they  were 
driven  off.  J 


In  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  a  12-pounder  shrapnel  entered 
the  port  shutter  of  the  pilot  house,  mortally  wounding  the  onlv  pilot 
on  board  (Thomas  A.  Barnett)  and  carrying  away  the  bell  wires  and 
ringing  the  bells,  thereby  causing  the  engineers  to  stop  the  boat 
directly  under  the  battery.  r 

The  paymaster  then  took  the  wheel,  and  after  some  delay  I  had  the 
bells  nxed  and  the  boat  again  underway. 

A  second  shell  entered  the  pilot  house,  tearing  up  the  floor  and 
throwing  splinters  m  every  direction.  One  came  across  the  hurricane 
deck,  striking  the  hog-chain  brace ;  another  passed  forward  between 
the  chimneys,  tearing  the  deck  and  destroying  a  harness  cask  which 
was  standing  there  filled  with  water. 

erew^nf  frlls  ^  CaSTate  or\the  P<>rt  side,  disabling  the 

crews  of  two  guns.  A  shrapnel  entered  the  hull  midships,  ranging 

to  the  starboard,  and  then,  passing  forward,  exploded  under  the 
dec  k  Two  shells  entered  the  stern,  one  passing  through 
the  blacksmith  s  forge  and  bursting  back  of  the  throttle  valve,  the 
other  exploding  over  the  starboard  engine.  One  shell  burst  on  the 

and  brace  Gr  ^  starboard  crank>  cutting  in  two  the  main  hog  chain 
The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties : 
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*  Thomas  A.  Barnett,  first-class  pilot,  mortally ;  *  George  Brock  - 
liagen,  quartermaster,  severely;  *John  Broabeck,  ordinary  seaman, 
severely ;  *  H.  M.  Young,  seaman,  severely ;  *  Selden  Robinson,  lands¬ 
man,  severely;  *Benj.  F.  Beale,  landsman,  mortally;  John  Crofford, 
landsman,  slightly ;  *  Virgil  Jackson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ; 
George  La  Valley,  landsman,  slightly;  Ed.  D.  O’Bryon,  acting  mas¬ 
ter’s  mate,  slightly ;  J.  H.  Harris,  surgeon  in  charge,  slightly. 

During  the  engagement  the  following  ammunition  was  expended : 
16  24-pound  shell,  55  24-pound  shrapnel,  32  24-pound  canister,  10 
12-pounder  Hotchkiss  shell,  11  12-pounder  hollow  shot;  making  a 
total  of  124  rounds. 

I  can  not  close  this  without  bearing  testimony  of  the  general 
good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  who  zealously  performed 
their  duties  during  the  entire  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Grace, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy, 

CommandAng  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Fawn, 

Off  Clarendon ,  Ark .,  June  27,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
of  June  at  10 : 30  a.  m.,  being  above  Clarendon,  I  started  clown  the 
river  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Nawmkeag.  On  rounding  the 
point  I  saw  that  the  rebels  at  Clarendon  had  been  throwing  up  rifle 
pits  or  breastworks.  On  arriving  within  easy  range  I  opened  on 
them,  as  did  the  Naumkeag,  which  soon  drove  them  out  of  their 
works. 

The  following  ammunition  was  expended,  viz:  23  24-pound  shell, 
15  24-pound  shrapnel,  6  12-pound  hollow  shot. 

Casualties,  none. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Grace, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache, 

Commanding  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Tyler, 

O'ff  Clarendon ,  June  28,  18611. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  having  driven  Shelby 
from  Clarendon  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns,  I  left  the  two  light- 
drafts,  to  prevent  any  further  demonstrations  by  the  enemy,  and 
proceeded  myself  at  once  to  Devall’s  Bluff. 

I  then  put  myself  in  communication  with  General  Steele,  requesting 
him  to  send  a  force  to  capture  the  guerrillas. 

The  next  day  at  2  p.  m.  a  large  force  left  the  Bluff  under  Brigadier- 
General  Carr  in  transports,  convoyed  by  the  Tyler.  An  accident 

*  Placed  aboard  the  Tyler  and  sent  to  the  U.  S.  Military  Hospital  at  Devall’s 
Bluff. 
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happening  to  the  Tyler  that  evening,  we  did  not  reach  Clarendon 
until  J  a.  m.  on  the  next  morning,  when  the  troops  landed  at  the 
town  without  opposition.  Our  troops  commenced  skirmishing  in 
the  woods,  steadily  driving  the  enemy  before  them  on  the  Cotton 
riant  road  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  light-drafts  discovered 
the  enemy  had  thrown  up  a  couple  of  breastworks  during  the  nio-ht 
They  were  quickly  shelled  out. 

General  Carr  returned  in  person  this  evening,  and  reports  that  he 
pursued  Shelby,  who  has  2,500  men,  to  Bayou  De  View  Tde  Vue] 
o?  mlles  ±rom  this  point,  where  he  gave  up  the  chase.  He  found  our 
^4-pounder  howitzer  abandoned  in  the  woods  about  7  miles  from  here 
also  a  disabled  piece  of  the  enemy  very  near  here,  and  disabled  and 
captured  another  piece  himself,  leaving  Shelby  now  but  four  guns. 
Ihe  piece  found  near  here  must  have  been  disabled  by  the  gunboats 

General  Carr  also  captured  60  wounded  rebels.  His  force  will 
leave  again  for  the  Bluff  on  the  30th,  as  the  enemy  is  now  threatening 
-Little  Rock,  and  General  Steele  will  require  all  his  force  While 
lying  here  we  have  succeeded  in  raising  from  the  Queen  City  two 
32-pounder  Parrotts  and  one  32-pounder.  This  has  been  done  with  a 
great  deal  of  labor. 

The  remaining  guns  have  fallen  into  her  so  as  to  preclude  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  raising  them  until  the  water  falls  more  1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 

Lieutenant- Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  UeuUnmt'  Commanding. 

Commanding  Seventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Plielus  IT  s  ‘WaTi-ir  ramn  j- 

.r8t,ii*she«7e“a,'oSd  Ark‘““  ‘'1VerS'  makinS  «»  «“e  ona?t»°?eeroaf' 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings 
Mouth  of  AY  kite  River ,  June  27,  \s6L 

,  Gei.lera11  Buford  and  myself  having  found  that  the  rebels  had 

left  the  island,  went  upon  a  reconnoissance  some  40  miles  up  the 
Aikansas.  A  force  variously  estimated  at  from  600  to  1,500  ran  from 

was^TpieVecf  Forf  Tf  ^  Cut'0^  ^  learned  that  Marmaduke 
was  at  the  Bed  Fork  Landing,  with  Ins  force  materially  increased 

since  he  was  about  Columbia.  Not  having  a  force  approximate^ 

to  an  equality  we  turned  back.  I  doubt  not  that  the  rebels  are 

crossing  there  for  the  purpose  of  interrupting  General  Steele’s  com 

mumcations.  I  might  have  stopped  his  operations  for  one  dav  but 

the  falling  water  would  have  driven  me  out  the  next.  We  returned 

at  night.  Yesterday  morning  I  proceeded  up  White  River  and  ar 

rived  this  afternoon  to  within  15  miles  of  Clarendon,  where  a  man 

--V1 10  me  fam®  to  tlle  riyer  bank  and  told  me  that  the  Queen  Citv 
had  been  captured  at  Clarendon  last  Friday,  and  that  the  ormboats 
had  come  down  from  Devall’s  Bluff  and  forced  the  rebelt  to  fire 
the  vessel  but  not  till  they  had  taken  three  guns  from  her  Can 

fSTot  satmvh’v  7ery  di*y  sinc?;  tl“t  is>  nearIy  aI1<day 

R  nctay ,  on  teatuiday,  and  a  few  reports  at  intervals  on  Sunday. 
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Captain  Bache  has  with  him  still  the  Tyler y  Fawn ,  and  Naumkeag. 
Meeting  with  none  of  those  vessels  made  me  fear  that  a  blockade 
had  been  established  and  made  good.  After  passing  up  a  few  miles,  I 
concluded  to  turn  back  and  communicate  with  you,  procure  more 
force,  and  return  up  river.  This  is  the  fourth  day  since  the  capture 
of  the  gunboat ;  no  effort  had  been  made  apparently  to  send  informa¬ 
tion  and  stop  the  transports,  daily  running.  Captain  Bache  had  no 
reason  to  expect  any  gunboat  would  enter  White  River  at  present. 
Marmaduke  undoubtedly  has  a  force  across  the  Arkansas  and  will 
soon  be  at  the  bluffs,  St.  Charles,  or  Crockett’s.  These  vessels  are 
so  easily  disabled  that  I  felt  no  assurance  that  I  could  get  back  if  I 
once  ran  under  fire  of  cannon,  and  finally,  a  fine  road  follows  the 
river  bank  all  the  way  from  Clarendon  down  to  Cascoe,  with  a  fringe 
of  dense  foilage  between  it  and  the  river,  behind  which  innumerable 
guns  might  be  concealed  from  view  of  a  passing  steamer.  I  there¬ 
fore  concluded  it  best  not  to  risk  getting  above  a  battery  till  I  had 
at  least  another  boat  with  me  to  make  the  chance  tolerably  good  that 
one  or  other  would  get  through.  I  shall  order  the  Silver  Cloud  to 
this  point  and  take  the  Lexington  with  me  up  White  River,  when 
every  vessel  I  have.,  except  the  Exchange ,  repairing,  will  be  in  White 
River,  and  it  is  a  force  wholly  inadequate.  Shelby  had  added  three 
of  the  Queen  City's  guns,  no  doubt  the  two  30-pounder  rifles  and  a 
32  to  his  pieces,  and  Marmaduke  has  30  field  pieces  with  him,  with 
a  series  of  bluffs  extending  along  the  river  80  miles,  which  he  can 
occupy.  Steele,  I  apprehend,  has  not  force  enough  to  hold  Little 
Rock  and  send  men  enough  to  compete  with  those  felloAvs  on  the 
river.  Shelby,  on  the  east  side,  has  2,500  men,  and  Marmaduke  has 
8,000  at  present,  as  reported  in  a  pretty  reliable  shape.  Suppose  he 
has  300.  twice  the  number  would  not  catch  him.  General  Price  is 
on  the  move  to  attack  Little  Rock  with  a  reported  force  of  18,000. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  consider  it  essential  that  I  should  have  a 
couple  of  ironclads  for  a  time,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  draft  of 
the  Neosho  renders  her  a  very  fit  vessel  for  the  service,  as  the  river 
must  be  very  low  when  she  can  not  run.  At  present  there  is  at  least 
a  2-fathom  stage  in  the  river.  Could  you  not  send  a  tinclad  from 
Cairo  for  Captain  Mitchell’s  present  use  and  have  the  Carondelet 
sent  to  me  for  a  short  period  ?  This  thing  will  not  last  long.  Either 
Steele  must  abandon  Little  Rock  or  shortly  open  the  river  for  trans¬ 
ports  if  it  should  be  blocked  up. 

I  am  stopping  all  transports,  of  course.  Shall  leave  here  as  soon 
as  I  can  get  dispatches  off  and  get  the  Silver  Cloud  here. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-Commander.. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Bache,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
desiring  to  forward  dispatches  t-o  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army. 

Little  Rock,  June  % 3 ,  186 L 

Dear  Captain  :  It  is  reported  that  the  rebels  are  advancing  upon 
us  in  front  with  15,000  men,  etc.  Price  is  at  Rockport  and  expects  to 
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form  a  junction  with  Fagan  this  side  of  the  Saline.  I  wish  to  send 
dispatches  to  General  Canby.  Please  advise  me  as  to  the  best  way  of 
doing  so.  General  Cooper  is  reported  moving  toward  Dardanelle 
with  5,000  from  the  Indian  Nation.  These  fellows  intend  to  scare 
us  at  least. 

ours,  truly,  Fredk.  Steele, 

„  ,  _  ^  Major-General. 

Commander  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  expedition  against  Brigadier-General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army. 


Little  Rock,  June  2 J,  186 J 

Captain  .  A  force  sufficient  to  dispose  of  Shelby  has  been  ordered 
out  under  General  Carr.  A  scouting  party  has  also  been  ordered 
down  this  side  of  White  River,  as  you  suggested.  It'  is  not  prac¬ 
ticable,  probably,  to  send  a  force  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and 
it  is  therefore  proposed  to  send  a  principal  part  of  the  command  bv 
steamer.  I  would  suggest  that  at  least  one  gunboat  accompany  the 
expedition,  so  that,  m  case  of  necessity  an  express  be  sent  back  to 

JDevall  s  Bluff  m  spite  of  the  rebels  who  may  post  themselves  on  the 
bank  to  prevent  it. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Freok.  Steele, 

Commander  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy.  Majot  General. 

DevalV.s  Bluff. 


Report  of  Brlga ^ier-Ooneral  Buford,  W.  S  Arm,  making  reference  to  the  eaptnre 
01  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  and  skirmish  at  White  River  Station. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 
o  r.  ,  ,  Helena ,  Ark ,  June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  General  Shelby  C.  S  Army,  is  in  force  at  Clarendon,  51  miles 
from  here,  on  the  east  side  of  White  River. 

On  the  24th  instant  he  captured  the  gunboat  No.  26  (Queen  Citn\ 
commanded  by  Captain  Hickey,  and  after  removing  her  nine  <nms 
and  all  her  ammunition  and  stores,  destroyed  her.  He  is  now  forti¬ 
fying  Clarendon  and  has  successfully  blockaded  White  River  and  cut 
General  Steele  s  hnc  of  communication,  both  bv  land  and  water 
Colonel  A  S.  Dobbin,  commanding  a  cavalry  brigade,  variously  esti¬ 
mated  at  from  1,000  to  2,000  men,  is  west  of  Big  Creek,  a  deep  and 
narrow  stream,  18  miles  from  here,  on  the  Clarendon  road.  He  has 
-0  seamen,  captured  from  the  Queen  City ,  whom  he  offered  to  ex- 
c hange  with  me.  Shelby’s  force  is  estimated  at  from  2,500  to  3  000 
men  All  the  country  is  hostile.  The  conscription  will  take  every 
able-bodied  man  m the  district.  I  have  but  289  cavalry  for  the  field 

Jy  MackS  t  *3-  ohh-av?  caissons,  manned 

oy  black  troops.  On  the  22d  instant,  the  enemy,  300  strong,  attacked 

my  little  garrison  of  50  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Joseph  R  C 

Hunter,  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteers,  in  a  sioSkade  mouth 
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of  White  River.  He  killed  and  wounded  30  of  their  men,  taking  5 
of  their  wounded  prisoners,  and  gallantly  repulsed  the  attack  with  a 
loss  of  1  killed  and  4  wounded.  On  this  information  and  that  Marma- 
duke’s  force  was  near  by,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  River,  I 
took  a  force  of  800  men  and,  in  cooperation  with  Captain  S.  L. 
Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  with  one  gunboat,  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of 
White  River  and  up  the  Arkansas  30  miles,  where  we  learned  that 
Marmacluke,  with  16  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  considerable  force,  esti¬ 
mated  at  6,000,  was  within  10  miles  of  us,  on  Red  Fork  Bayou.  Not 
being  in  force  sufficient  to  attack  him  we  returned.  I  have  applied 
to  General  C.  C.  Washburn,  commanding  at  Memphis,  for  reinforce¬ 
ments  of  1,000  good  infantry,  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  one  bat¬ 
tery  of  light  artillery.  My  messenger  has  just  returned  with  his 
answer.  He  has  no  light  artillery  (which  is  for  me  indispensable), 
no  cavalry,  but  offers  me  one  regiment  of  100-days’  men  if  I  need 
them. 

I  have  sent  all  the  information  I  have  to  General  Canby,  but  fear 
he  has  gone  to  New  Orleans,  and,  perhaps,  to  communicate  with 
Admiral"  Farragut  near  Mobile.  My  dispatches  can  not  go  forward 
to  General  Steele.  I  therefore  judge  best  to  communicate  all  of  the 
above  facts  to  you.  Captain  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  passed  up  to-day  to 
obtain  an  ironclad  to  reopen  White  River,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
communicate  most  of  the  above  facts  to  the  Navy  Department  in 
advance  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  ■ 

N.  B.  Buford, 

Brigadier -General,  C  ommanding . 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
IT.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  at  Clarendon,  June  24. 

Hdqrs.  Confed.  Forces  of  Northern  Arkansas, 

June  186 If.. 

Colonel  :  Since  my  last  communication,  under  date  of  13th  instant, 
nothing  of  particular  interest  has  transpired  until  to-day. 

On  the  19th  I  moved  from  my  camp  on  White  River,  7  miles  below 
Augusta,  and  crossed  Cache  River  by  10  o’clock  next  day.  After 
lying  in  my  camp  near  that  stream  until  1  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th,  I  moved  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  thq  roads  would  permit 
in  the  direction  of  Clarendon.  I  arrived  within  2  miles  of  that  place 
vesterday  about  2  p.  m.  Here  I  ascertained  that  there  was  a  gunboat 
stationed  at  Clarendon,  guarding  the  river  from  that  point  up  to 
Devall’s  Bluff.  I  succeeded  in  keeping  my  movements  concealed 
from  the  enemy,  and  about  12  o’clock  last  night  moved  my  brigade 
into  town  and  took  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river  a  distance,  of 
about  200  yards  from  the  boat.  I  remained  quietly  in  this  position 
until  4  o’clock  this  morning,  when  I  commenced  the  attack.  The 
boat  stationed  at  this  point  was  the  Queen  City  (gunboat  No.  26), 
mounting  nine  guns  and  manned  by  a  crew  of  65  men.  She  was  clad 
with  iron  l\  inches  in  thickness.  After  a  sharp  cannonade  of  about 
20  minutes’  duration  I  was  gratified  by  the  sight  of  a  white  flag.  I 
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ordered  them  to  bring  her  ashore,  which  was  immediately  done  with 
our  assistance,  as  she  was  so  disabled  that  she  could  not  obey  the 
order  without  aid  from  us.  Her  armament  was  as  follows:  Four  32- 
pounders,  four  24-pounders,  and  one  12-pounder.  We  removed  one 
24-pounder  and  one  12-pounder,  when  we  scuttled  and  burned  her. 

In  a  short  time  three  more  gunboats  made  their  appearance,  which 
we  immediately  engaged.  Two  of  them  succeeded  in  passing,  while 
the  other  remained  above  our  battery,  and  thus  subjected  us  to  a 
cross  fire,  which  was  very  harassing.  After  an  engagement  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  I  withdrew  my  forces  to  my  former  camp,  some 
2  miles  from  town.  After  my  withdrawal  from  the  river  the  enemy, 
with  their  usual  spirit  of  vandalism,  took  revenge  for  the  loss  of 
their  boat  by  burning  all  the  public  and  private  buildings  in  Claren¬ 
don  which  were  not  protected  by  my  sharpshooters.  I  purpose 
moving  into  town  to-night  and  throwing  up  temporary  earthworks. 
By  doing  so,  I  can  hold  this  point  some  eight  or  ten  days  longer  and 
seriously  annoy  them  in  the  navigation  of  this  river.  I  shall  keep 
you  well  advised  of  m}^  movements. 

Recruiting  goes  on  very  well.  I  do  not  think  I  overstep  the  mark 
when  I  say  that  by  July  10  I  shall  have  4,000  men  in  camp.  They 
will,  however,  be  poorly  and  sparsely  armed.  General  Adams  writes 
me  from  Mississippi  County  that  he  has  procured  1,000  stands  of  arms 
and  100,000  cartridges,  which  will  be  ready  for  issue  by  July  1. 
Should  he  succeed  in  getting  them  across  the  Mississippi  River  and 
issue  them  to  these  unarmed  men,  I  can  soon  arm  the  remainder.  It 
has  been  raining  steadily  for  the  last  three  weeks,  and  the  whole 
country  is  flooded  with  water  and  altogether  in  a  worse  condition 
than  on  our  expedition  to  Helena  last  June.  Forage  there  is  none, 
and  subsistence  very  scarce  indeed.  I  send  you  the'latest  papers  bv 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliot. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  Jo.  O.  Shelby,  C.  S.  A., 

B rigadier-  General ,  C om  mandin  g. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Belton, 

Adjutant- General ,  District  of  Arkansas. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  capture  of  U.  S.  S 
Queen  City  and  engagement  with  Federal  gunboats  at  Clarendon,  June  24 
and  25. 

Hdqrs.  Confed.  Forces  of  Northern  Ark., 

June  29,  1864. 

y  General  :  On  the  19th  instant  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Clarendon  and  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  roads 
would  permit  until  I  arrived  within  2  miles  of  that  point.  Here  I 
learned  that  the  IT.  S.  S.  Queen,  City  (gunboat  No.  36)  was  stationed 
there,  protecting  transports  in  the  navigation  of  White  River  to  De- 
vall’s  Bluff.  I  immediately  threw  out  my  pickets  and  remained 
there  until  midnight  of  the  23d  instant,  when  I  moved  my  whole 
command  into  town  and  took  position  on  the  river  bank  about  100 
yards  from  the  boat.  About  4  a.  m.  on  the  24th  I  opened  fire  on  her 
and  notified  her  commander  of  my  approach  and  intentions.  After  a 
sharp  engagement  of  about  twenty  minutes  she  struck  her  colors  and 
surrendered  with  all  on  board.  She  was  clad  with  iron  inches 
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thick,  and  was  manned  by  a  crew  of  65  men.  Her  armament  was  as 
follows:  Four  32,  lour  24,  and  one  12-pounder.  I  removed  one  24 
and  one'  12-pounder,  besides  some  50  stands  of  small  arms,  a  large 
amount  of  ammunition  and  commissary  supplies,  then  scuttled  and 
burned  her.  In  a  short  time  three  more  gunboats  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  we  immediately  engaged.  After  a  fierce  cannonade 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  two  of  them  succeeded  in  passing  below  our 
battery,  while  the  other  remained  above,  thus  subjecting  us  to  a  cross 
fire,  which  was  very  harassing.  Finding  that  I  could  do  them  no 
more  damage,  I  withdraw  my  command  a  distance  of  about  2  miles. 
Desultory  firing  continued  all  day  between  the  gunboats  and  my 
sharpshooters.  The  Tyler ,  the  most  formidable  boat  in  the  White 
Fiver  fleet,  was  so  much  injured  that  she  was  compelled  to  return 
to  Devall’s  Bluff  that  night,  and  another  (the  No.  30)  was  towed  off 
by  her  comrade  (the  No.  36),  being  unable  to  get  off  without  assist¬ 
ance.  Early  the  next  morning  they  sent  down  a  force  of  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery,  numbering  about  4,000  men.  I  engaged  them 
at  once  and  succeeded  in  punishing  them  severely;  but  finding  they 
were  too  strong  for  me,  I  withdrew  my  forces  and  took  up  the  line 
of  march  for  this  point.  They  followed  us,  occasionally  attacking 
my  rear  guard,  until  we  reached  a  place  known  as  the  Munn  farm, 
4  miles  from  Johnson’s  bridge,  on  Bayou  cle  Vue.  Here  I  awaited 
their  attack,  which  was  soon  made,  and  I  succeeded  in  checking  them. 
They  fell  back  and  allowed  me  to  quietly  cross  the  bayou.  My  horses 
are  in  a  jaded  condition,  and  I  am  now  in  camp  at  De  Gray’s,  resting 
and  recruiting  my  stock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jo.  O.  Shelby, 

B rigadier-  General,  C ommcmding. 

Acting  Brigadier-General  Adams, 

Commanding  Northern  Bub  district  of  Arkansas. 


Additional  report  of  Brigadier-General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  results  of 

the  engagement  at  Clarendon. 

Hdqrs.  Coneed.  Forces  of  Northern  Ark., 

June  30, 186 1^. 

Colonel : 

******* 

In  the  engagement  with  the  three  gunboats  (the  Tyler,  No.  36,  and 
the  No.  30)  the  Tyler  had  to  go  back  for  repairs  and  the  No.  30  was 
so  disabled  that  the  No.  36  towed  her  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  the  No. 
36  had  18  holes  through  her.  In  fighting  the  gunboats  our  battery 
and  infantry  were  on  open  ground  and  not  60  yards  from  the  boats, 
and  the  skirmishers  charged  up  to  the  river  bank,  keeping  up  a 
merciless  fusilade. 

Very  respectfully,  _  _  Jo.  O.  Shelby, 

Brigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Belton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
copy  of  proposed  order  to  transports  regarding  landings. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntress, 

Off  New  Madrid ,  June  23,  1S6J/..  * 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  two  of  General  Washburn’s 
special  permits.  As  I  have  learned  the  principal  points  in  the  dis-> 
trict  where  such  landings  are  objectionable,  I  shall  issue  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  to  transports,  subject  to  your  approval.  (If  I  could  get 
them  printed  it  would  be  convenient,  as  they  would  have  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  to  all  transports  passing  through.) 

u.  s.  s _ , 

Date _ 

Many  of  the  transports  on  the  river  are  furnished  with  a  military  permit  “  to 
land  for  wood  at  any  place  the  captain  may  think  safe.”  WThile  I  remain  in 
command  of  the  naval  district  from  Memphis  to  Columbus,  I  will  myself  decide 
what  points  are  safe  and  proper  and  will  instruct  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  gunboats  in  the  different  beats  to  permit  boats  to  land  at  these  points  and 
these  only.  Any  known  infringement  of  this  order  will  subject  the  boat  to 
seizure. 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  8th  District. 

There  are  three  boats  carrying  this  military  permit  who  are 
reported  as  making  improper  use  of  it.  They  take  passengers  who 
have  permits  to  land  at  Cairo,  and  put  them  off  at  intermediate 
points,  such  as  Brown’s,  Hale’s  Point,  Tiptonville,  and  others.  If 
you  could  spare  me  two  tugs  for  a  month  to  use  to  place  boats  around 
m  suspected  points  I  feel  quite  certain  of  catching  them.  - 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-0 ommander,  Commanding  8th  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Phelps ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  speaking  in 
commendation  of  Pilot  Maitland. 

Private.]  U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Memphis,  June  23,  1864 • 

Sir:  I  have  been  most  agreeably  surprised  to  find  Maitland,  the 
pilot  who  so  bravely  towed  the  Juliet  out  of  fire  on  the  26th  April, 
and  again  on  the  27th  attempted  as  a  volunteer  to  carry  the  Cham¬ 
pion  No.  5  by  the  batteries,  coming  up  river  on  his  way  to  Cairo  in 
one  of  our  towboats.  He  intends  to  apply  for  leave  of  absence.  I 
made  a  special  report  in  his  case,  and  hope  that  his  advancement 
to  first-class  pilot  from  the  time  the  Juliet  entered  Red  River  is  ready 
to  be  given  him.  A  braver  fellow  never  went  into  action.  He  can 
tell  you  many  things  about  the  expedition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron , 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  1J .  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutencvnt-Com- 
mander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  shooting  of  Paskil  Rice ,  at 
Osceola ,  Ark. 

Mound  Citt,  June  2d,  186d. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  21st  instant  in  relation  to  a 
notorious  jayhawker  named  Paskil  Rice,  recently  captured  by  Acting 
Master  Marshall,  of  the  New  Era ,  has  been  received. 

Turn  him  oyer  to  the  people  of  Osceola,  have  him  shot,  and  ascer¬ 
tain  to  a  certainty  that  it  has  been  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntress  and  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Plaster  Glenney , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  designating  cruising 

ground  for  restriction  of  illegal  traffic. 

U.  S.  S,  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  2d,  186 d- 

Sir  :  After  you  take  Captain  Langthorne  to  his  vessel,  proceed  to 
cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  Bruinsburg,  St.  Joseph,  and  Rodney,  devot- 
ing  yourself  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  crossing  places.  Keep  a  good 
lookout  on  cotton  boats. 

Do  not  remain  more  than  a  few  hours  at  any  one  point;  keep 
moving. 

When  you  need  coal  go  to  Grand  Gulf  for  it  and  ask  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Pittsburg  to  assist  you  with  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler . 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Master  Rogers ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose ,  to 
cruise  near  Waterproof,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  June  2d,  186 d- 

Sir:  Upon  your  return  to  your  vessel  you  will  cruise  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Rattler  in  the  neighborhood  of  Waterproof,  looking- 
out  for  the  foot  of  Rodney  Bend  to  the  lines  above  Natchez.  Watch 
very  closely  the  cotton  boats,  and  let  me  know  all  that  you  meet. 
When  you  need  coal,  come  to  Natchez  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J ames  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Rogers, 

(Jommanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose , 
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[Telegram.] 


June  24,  1864. 


The  rebels  are  assembling  at  Clinton,  [Ivy.],  in  considerable  num¬ 
bers.  I  do  not  know  their  object  ;  probably  to  make  a  raid. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  Henry  Prince, 

Commanding  Post  at  Columbus ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  June  24,  1864- 

In  some  operations  that  are  about  to  be  undertaken  two  or  three 
light-draft  monitors  would  be  very  useful  in  the  shallow  water  in 
Mississippi  Sound,  but  as  this  is  within  Admiral  Farragut’s  com¬ 
mand  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make  any  suggestion  in  relation  to 
it  without  his  concurrence.  Commodore  Palmer  informs  me  that  the 
admiral  would  be  glad  to  have  them  if  you  can  spare  them.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  commodore  that  monitors  like  the  Winnebago  and 
Chickasaw  can  be  sent  into  the  sound  or  into  Mobile  Bay  without 
danger.  Can  you  spare  them,  and  if  you  can,  will  you  give  the  neces¬ 
sary  orders?  They  should  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  a)  or- Ge  neral. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City. 


Letter  from  agent  for  plantations ,  Natchez ,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  policy  of  the  authorities  regarding  the 
lessees  of  plantations  and  delivery  of  supplies  to  them. 

Office  Assistant  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department, 

For  Leasing  Plantations, 

Natchez ,  Miss.,  June  24, 1864- 

Admiral:  By  the  courtesy  of  Captain  Greer,  commanding  gun¬ 
boat  Benton ,  I  have  a  copy  of  your  General  Order  No.  209. 

My  purpose  in  addressing  you  is  not  to  question  the  soundness  of 
the  principle  on  which  the  order  is  based,  to  the  spirit  and  object  of 
which  I  cordially  assent,  but  to  invite  your  attention  to  one  of  the 
consequences  resulting  from  it,  which,  no  doubt,  escaped  your  atten¬ 
tion  when  the  order  was  published. 

As  assistant  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  planta¬ 
tions  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  I  have  leased  142  plantations.  The 
larger  proportion  of  the  lessees  are  Northern  men,  who  are  not  only 
invited  by  the  Government  to  come  down  and  line  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  with  a  loyal  population,  but  tempted  thereto  by  publica¬ 
tions  in  all  the  Northern  papers  and  by  statements  of  public  lec¬ 
turers  employed  by  the  Government,  holding  out  promises  of  large 
profits  to  be  secured  by  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  sugar  planta¬ 
tions. 
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Thirty -three  plantations  have  reported  to  me  3,771  laborers  em¬ 
ployed  by  them.  Allowing  a  proportionate  number  for  those  who 
have  not  yet  reported,  there  are,  besides  the  families  of  the  lessees, 
m  my  district  over  16,000  persons  who  are  dependent  on  this  office 
and  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  Government  for  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

Except  a  few  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  this  city,  these  peo¬ 
ple  are  compelled  to  transport  their  supplies  by  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  if  that  is  closed  against  them  must  desert  their  plantations  or 
starve. 

Whether  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  leasing  plantations  be 
wise  or  unwise,  not  having  been  submitted  to  me,  it  would  not  become 
me  as  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  Government  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  subject.  My  duty  requires  me  to  accept  that  policy  as  estab¬ 
lished  by  competent  authority  and  to  obey  the  instructions  given  to 
me  in  accordance  with  it. 

My  lessees  have  just  barely  escaped  from  the  capricious  despotism 
of  General  Tuttle,  of  infamous  notoriety  (in  the  appropriate  Turkish 
anathema,  “  May  his  fathers  eat  dirt  ”),  with  their  lives.  I  may  say 
also  that  the  Government  just  as  narrowly  escaped  the  necessity  of 
feeding  the  sixteen  to  twenty  thousand  laborers  who,  if  Tuttle’s  power 
had  continued  a  few  weeks  longer,  would  have  been  turned  loose 
upon  the  Government  for  support. 

The  military  argument  on  this  question  has  been  that  if  supplies 
are  granted  to  the  lessees  they  may,  by  capture  or  raids,  pass  to  the 
public  enemy. 

The  obvious  answer  is  that  when  the  Government  determined  to 
lease  plantations  in  insurrectionary  districts  it  accepted  the  risks  at¬ 
tending  it,  just  as  our  armies  or  navy,  when  they  offer  battle  to  the 
enemy,  accept  the  hazards  of  defeat. 

I  will  only  say  further  that,  in  compliance  with  military  orders 
and  the  instructions  of  the  department,  supply  permits  are  carefully 
scrutinized  and  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  limit,  after  which  they 
have  to  run  the  gantlet  of  military  approval. 

I  am  sure,  admiral,  I  need  not  argue  this  question  to  you  beyond 
this  brief  statement. 

I  respectfully  request  a  supplementary  order  from  you  authorizing 
the  landing  of  necessary  plantation  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  lessees 
within  the  limits  of  my  district. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WinniAM  Burnet, 

Asst.  Special  Agent  for  Plantations ,  District  of  Natchez. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Squadron  of  the  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  to  Quartermaster 
Parsons ,  U .  S.  Army ,  transmitting  information  showing  the  impos¬ 
sibility  of  convoying  transports  up  the  Arkansas  River. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  25, 186 k. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  received  from  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Phelps.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  go  up  the  Arkansas 
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River  at  this  season  of  the  year  with  your  transports  on  account  of 
the  many  shoals  and  bars  existing  in  that  stream,  rendering  navigation 
out  of  the  question. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Memphis ,  June  22, 186 If. 

Sir:  It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  fleet  of  vessels  which  I  reported 
to  you  as  having  left  White  River  Station  to  go  up  the  Arkansas 
had  returned,  Captain  Bache  having  become  alarmed  by  the  rapid 
fall  of  water  in  that  river. 

He  has  now  gone  up  White  River  to  Devall’s  Bluff  with  the  Tyler. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenan  t-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers  Winnebago  and  Chickasaw. 

Navy  Department,  June  25 , 186 If. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  No.  155.  Send  the  TFm- 
nebago  and  Chickasaw  to  New  Orleans,  with  orders  to  report  by  let¬ 
ter  from  that  point  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut.  I  have  advised 
Rear-Admiral  Farragut  that  this  would  be  done,  and  have  fur¬ 
nished  him  with  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  respecting  these  vessels. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  obstruct  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
to  restrict  the  movement  of  torpedo  boats  said  to  be  fitting  out  at 
Shreveport ,  La. 

Mound  City,  June  25,  186 If. 

Sir:  The  rebels  are  fitting  out  at  Shreveport  four  torpedo  boats. 
They  will  be  ready  in  two  months. 

You  will  at  once  prepare  a  chain  to  extend  across  the  mouth  of 
Red  River  on  floats,  and  so  fitted  that  it  can  be  opened  to  permit 
vessels  to  go  in  and  out.  By  keeping  the  chain  constantly  on  the 
stretch  and  a  small  gunboat  lying  close  to  it  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  guarding  it,  no  torpedo  boats  can  get  out. 
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Obtain  all  the  information  you  can  about  this  and  do  not  be  caught 
napping. 

Do  not  forget  that  Old  River  is  also  open  at  times. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  [  U .  S.  N.]  Choctaio  and  3d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
m.ander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  restriction-  of  smuggling. 

Mound  City,  June  25.,  186 A 

Sir:  You  will  have  to  recognize  the  permits  of  General  Washburn 
for  landing  for  wood,  but  if  you  catch  the  vessels  trading  seize  them. 

Make  yourself  acquainted  with  all  these  woodpiles,  and  when 
there  is  any  proof  of  smuggling  break  them  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lientenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet  and  8th  D'ist ,  Miss.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  senior  naval 
officer  at  New  Orleans ,  regarding  the  restriction  of  smuggling. 


Mound  City,  June  26,  186 %. 

Sir  :  The  commander  of  the  first  district  will  permit  the  landing  of 
plantation  supplies  from  Donaldsonville  to  New  Orleans,  that  portion 
of  the  river  being  considered  free  from  guerrillas;  but  every  effort 
must  be  made  to  prevent  any  supplies  going  to  the  rebels  through 
that  route,  and  the  plantations  will  be  visted  frequently  and  minute 
enquiries  made  in  relation  to  what  is  landed. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Senior  Naval  Officer,  New  Orleans. 

[Sent  also  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Cozzens,  superintendent  of  Government 
plantations,  New  Orleans.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the 
completion  of  one  of  the  vessels  under  construction  at  Bridge¬ 
port,  Ala. 

F  U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Ohio  River ,  June  26,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  of  the  boats  at  Bridge¬ 
port,  Ala.,  is  about  complete,  and  the  others  would  have  been  as 
nearly  ready  had  it  not  been  for  the  great  delay  in  getting  lumber. 
It  has,  however,  arrived  at  Louisville,  and  General  Allen  assures  me 
that  it’  will  be  sent  through  at  once.  This  is  now  the  only  cause  of 
delay.  It  was  not  our  part  of  the  work,  but  belonged  to  the  Army, 
and  was  contracted  for  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  hence  the  delay. 
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One  of  the  boats  has  her  plating  now  on,  and  should  have  been 
ready  for  service  yesterday;  the  others  will  be  pushed  on  as  fast  as 
possible. 

I  am  now  gathering  up  the  different  bills  contracted  by  my  order, 
so  that  the  quartermaster  can  invoice  the  boats  to  us  in  proper  form. 

I  informed  you  in  a  previous  report  that  I  found  the  Army  get¬ 
ting  along  so  slowly  that  I  was  obliged  to  take  hold  and  contract 
for  the  plating,  outfits,  and  the  like. 

I  will  receipt  for  the  boats  as  soon  as  the  quartermasters  get  their 
invoices  made  out,  but  this  will  not  detain  the  boats  from  going  into 
commission  and  active  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City,  III. 


Letter  from  Major-Genercd  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  suggestions  for  cooperation  in 
the  interests  of  navigation  and  restriction  of  illegal  traffic  in  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Headquarters  Military  Div.  of  West  Miss., 

New  Orleans ,  June  26,  186  1^. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  9th  instant.*  Several  of  the  suggestions  made 
by  you  have  already  been  met,  and  the  others  soon  will  be.  A  force 
will  be  sent  to  Skipwith’s  Landing  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  an  engineer 
officer  to  superintend  the  works  to  be  constructed  there.  One  is  now 
on  the  way  out,  and  will  be  assigned  to  this  duty  as  soon  as  he 
arrives.  The  protection  of  the  leased  plantations  was  a  part  of  the 
understood  policy  of  the  Government,  which  I  could  not  change 
without  authority.  That  authority  has  now  been  received,  and  will 
at  once  be  acted  on. 

I  will  assign  a  general  officer  of  rank  to  the  special  duty  of  seeing 
that  the  provisions  of  Special  Order  No.  6  are  carried  out,  and  will 
give  such  instructions  m  relation  to  the  duties  of  military  com¬ 
manders  that  there  shall  be  no  conflict  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
blockade.  General  instructions  have  also  been  prepared  defining  the 
duties  of  military  commanders  in  relation  to  the  boats  on  the  river, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  prevent  supplies  from  reaching  the  rebels. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  for  the  suggestions,  and  will  always  be 
happy  to  hear  from  you  upon  any  subject,  and  especially  upon  those 
which  relate  to  oiir  common  duties.  I  have  directed  copies  of  all 
general  orders  to  be  sent  to  you,  and  will  send  to  the  commanders 
of  naval  districts  such  as  will  give  them  information  that  may  be 
useful. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M ajor-General,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


*  See  p.  376. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
measures  for  the  restriction  of  Confederate  operations  on  Ohio  and 
Cumberland  rivers. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Evansville ,  Ind.,  June  26 ,  1861t.. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  returned  from  the  vicinity  of  Owensboro  and 
above.  I  find  the  guerrillas  very  thick  everywhere  along  the  river, 
from  Louisville  down,  and  also  up  the  Cumberland.  It  keeps  me  on 
the  go  constantly,  with  all  the  boats,  to  keep  the  banks  clear  and  pro¬ 
tect  steamers,  but  I  apprehend  no  serious  trouble  or  accident  to 
steamers  so  long  as  the  water  remains  at  this  stage. 

The  guerrillas  are  also  very  annoying  about  Maysville,  Ky.,  above 
Cincinnati,  but  I  have  two  boats  there  looking  out  for  them. 

I  have  now  a  trap  laid  which,  I  think,  will  catch  some  of  them. 
I  have  about  150  cavalry  opposite  Uniontown,  Ky.,  which  force  will 
act  in  concert  with  me  to  pick  up  the  roving  bands  in  detail,  but  it  is 
not  strong  enough  to  attack  the  regular  encampment  ;  they  tried  it 
the  other  day,  back  of  Uniontown,  but  got  the  worst  of  it,  as  there 
were  about  five  rebels  to  one.  I  am  going  down  to  Uniontown  and 
Caseyville  this  evening,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish  some¬ 
thing. 

I  will  return  here  in  a  few  days,  and  if  things  are  in  a  proper 
condition  for  me  to  leave,  will  go  on  over  to  Bridgeport,  Ala. 

I  have  now  extended  the  order  restricting  trade  from  Louisville 
down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  charge  of  the 
First  District. 

Mound  City,  June  26, 186 1+. 

Sir  :  Until  Captain  Townsend  takes  charge  again,  you  will  super¬ 
intend  his  district. 

General  Order  No.  209  does  not  apply  strictly  to  the  district  from 
Donaldsonville  to  New  Orleans,  that  being  free  of  guerrillas,  and 
plantation  supplies  are  allowed  under  proper  restrictions. 

Exercise  good  discretion  in  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  First  and  Third  Districts. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird. 

Mound  City,  June  27, 1864- 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird  stating  that  that  vessel  is  in  much  want 
of  repairs. 

When  you  can  spare  her  from  your  district,  send  her  to  Cairo  to  be 
repaired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  K.  Owen, 

Commanding  Sixth  District. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  turning  hack 
of  the  fleet  in  Arkansas  River. 

Dev  all’s  Bluff,  June  27,  186 4. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  turned  back  the  Arkansas  River 
fleet,  after  having  learned  that  the  enemy  under  Marmaduke  were 
in  force  on  the  river. 

The  river  also  fell  1  inch  during  the  night;  we  were  at  anchor,  with 
9  feet  on  the  bars. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Seventh.  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  capture  of  six  Confederate  soldiers. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  June  27, 186 4. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Charles  Thatcher,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gazelle,  of  the 
capture  of  6  rebel  soldiers. 

I  have  ordered  Acting  Master  Thatcher  to  turn  them  over  to  the 
provost-marshal  at  Morganza  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  3d  and  4th  Districts. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Gazelle,  June  27,  I864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening,  at  about  9  o’clock, 
my  picket  boat  succeeded  in  intercepting  and  capturing  a  skiff  con- 
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taining  G  persons,  with  their  luggage.  Their  names  are  as  follows: 
Thomas  Knights,  corporal,  Twenty-sixth  Louisiana  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  C.  S.  A. ;  William  Knights,  corporal,  Twenty-sixth  Louisiana 
Volunteer  Infantry;  R.  T.  McLaughlin,  private,  Twenty-sixth  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry;  William  Beard,  private,  Company  H,  Second 
Arizona  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Alfred  E.  Stansbury,  orderly  sergeant, 
Twenty-sixth  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry;  and  H.  R.  Eppler, 
orderly  sergeant,  Seventeenth  Arkansas  Mounted  Infantry.  They 
claim  to  be  paroled  prisoners,  leaving  New  Orleans  by  permission  of 
Major  Porter,  but  had  neither  passports  from  him  nor  any  papers 
showing  that  to  be  the  true  case.  They  say  they  traveled  up  from 
New  Orleans  by  land,  on  foot,  and  accidentally  run  across  the  skiff 
last  evening  concealed  in  the  woods  and  covered  up  with  bushes. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  skiff  belongs  to  Curry,  the  ferryman 
of  whom  you  spoke,  as  it  is  recognized  by  a  negro  who  has  had  ample 
opportunity  to  know  it.  They  had  no  arms  nor  papers  of  consequence 
excepting  three  letters  forwarded  through  them  to  parties  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  The  letters  appear  to  be  from  private  sources. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Thatcher, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  Third  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  landing  of  supplies  at  planta¬ 
tions  leased  lay  the  Government. 

Mound  City,  June  27,  186 4. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  June  21,  in  relation  to  landing  sup¬ 
plies  at  Government  plantations,  has  been  received.  You  can  grant 
supplies  to  such  as  you  think  proper,  but  have  the  plantations 
watched  and  frequently  visited,  and  have  enquiries  made  in  relation 
to  what  is  landed. 

Every  effort  must  be  made  to  prevent  any  supplies  going  to  the 
rebels. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Fifth  District. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  arrest 
of  Lieutenant  Beale  of  Confederate  secret  service ,  with  his  party. 

General  Order;]  IT.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  226.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  27,  186 A 

The  following  information  has  been  received  in  cipher  for  the 
information  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  they  are  directed 
to  arrest  the  parties  wherever  they  can  be  found. 
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Officers  of  the  Navy  are  directed,  in  accordance  with  previous 
general  orders,  to  show  no  quarter  to  parties  of  this  kind. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

New  Orleans,  June  19,  186 %. 

Lieutenant  T.  F.  Beale,  of  rebel  secret  service — made  a  lieutenant  for  burning 
the  steamer  Sunnyside,  near  Memphis — proposes  to  leave  Shreveport  about  this 
date  with  10  picked  assistants  to  burn  and  destroy  storehouses,  boats,  etc.,  at. 
Louisville,  Cincinnati,  and  St.  Louis,  possibly  also  at  Memphis  and  Cairo.  This 
party  will  be  in  squads  of  two  or  three  at  each'place.  They  correspond  by  mail 
in  cipher. 

Lieutenant  T.  F.  Beale  was  formerly  a  lawyer  at  Shreveport,  La.  He  is  about 
5  feet  6  or  7  inches  high,  light  built,  slender,  slim  faced,  freckled,  light-brown 
hair,  light  mustache;  has  been  cut  so  as  to  leave  scars,  probably  on  left  side 
and  near  top  of  head,  above  and  a  little  behind  the  ear;  also  at  the  junction  of 
nose  and  forehead ;  also  on  inside  of  left  hand,  near  the  thumb ;  he  spits  a  good 
deal  while  conversing.  All  will  be  in  citizen’s  clothes.  Sometimes  they  wear 
pistols. 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  P orter ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  need  of  more 
regidar  officers  for  his  command. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  28 ,  186 4. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  address  you  in  relation  to  the  regular  naval 
officers  of  this  squadron,  who  are  gradually  being  removed  without 
others  being  supplied  to  fill  their  places. 

There  are  but  14  naval  officers  in  command  of  vessels,  the  ensigns 
lately  promoted  being  employed  on  board  the  flagship  and  learning 
the  duties  to  fit  them  for  future  command. 

I  have  heard  incidentally  that  the  officer  in  charge  of  detail  re¬ 
marked  “that  I  had  too  many. regular  naval  officers  out  here,”  and 
that  it  was  the  intention  to  remove  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay, 
one  of  my  best  officers.  I  don’t  know  what  confidence  there  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  report,  but  as  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay  is  in 
charge  of  a  district  where  it  requires  the  utmost  watchfulness,  and  is 
familiar  with  all  the  movements  in  and  about  that  section,  it  would 
seriously  hamper  me  if  I  should  lose  his  services  at  this  or  at  any 
other  time.  There  is  no  part  of  the  country  that  requires  such  unceas¬ 
ing  watchfulness  as  this,  and  on  the  Navy  devolves  the  entire  care 
of  guarding  this  important  river  and  preventing  a  most  active  enemy 
from  capturing  posts,  crossing  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other, 
and  destroying  steamers. 

The  Army  literally  do  nothing,  and  if  the  small  posts  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  river  we  would  have  less  trouble. 

I  find  that,  as  a  general  rule,  little  or  no  confidence  is  to  be  placed 
in  volunteer  officers.  They  either  lack  judgment  as  commanders  or 
are  tempted  to  neglect  their  trusts.  Valuable  vessels  (iron  monitors) 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  know  nothing  of  the  principle  of 
gunnery  and  are  entirely  ignorant  of  rules  of  discipline,  and  it  is  only 
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by  the  unceasing  attentions  of  the  regular  naval  officer  over  the  vessels 
in  his  district  that  the  duty  is  carried  on  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  gave  Lieutenant-Commander  Watson  Smith  permission  to  ask  a 
leave  of  forty-five  days. 

This  officer  joined  me  out  here  after  having  gone  through  a  severe 
illness,  and  after  having  sustained  a  domestic  calamity  which  seriously 
affected  and  partly  impaired  his  mental  faculties.  This  he  partially 
recovered  from,  though  from  the  close  attention  to  the  duties  1 
assigned  him  he  recovered  slowly.  On  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Couthouy  I  ordered  him  to  the  Chillicothe ,  where,  laboring  night  and 
day  with  indomitable  energy,  he  showed  such  symptoms  of  breaking 
down  in  mind  and  body  that  I  granted  him  a  leave  with  permission 
to  have  it  extended. 

He  made  no  complaint  of  illness  and  was  willing  and  anxious  to 
perform  any  duty  assigned  to  him,  but  I  thought  the  life  of  a 
valuable  and  brave  officer  of  too  much  consequence  not  to  be  looked 
after  by  his  commander  and  recommended  him  to  go  off  for  a  short 
time,  hoping  that  the  change  would  benefit  him. 

I  make  this  explanation,  having  given  an  officer  who  had  been 
with  me  nearly  three  years  a  longer  leave  than  usual. 

I  trust  the  Department  will  consider  the  importance  of  this  squad¬ 
ron,  which  would  be  useless  without  a  sufficient  number  of  regular 
naval  officers  in  command,  of  which  evidence  would  soon  be  shown 
if  a  different  set  of  men  were  in  charge  of  districts. 

While  this  the  largest  squadron  has  but  14  regular  naval  officers 
in  command,  the  Gulf  Squadron  has  45,  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  46, 
and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  IT.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  an 
unusual  amount  has  not  been  sent  to  this  squadron,  and  beg  leave 
to  mention  the  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  TV ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canhy ,  U .  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Prichett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  that  communication  with 
Major-General  Steele  in  White  River  he  facilitated. 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La..  June  28,  1861. 

Captain:  Lieutenant  Melville,  aid-de-camp,  has  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with 
Major-General  Steele.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  facilitate  his 
passing  up  White  River  to  Devall’s  in  any  way  that  you  can  con¬ 
veniently  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M ajor-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Prichett,  U.  S.  Navy,. 

Mouth  of  White  River, 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports 

regarding  illegal  traffic. 

Mississippi  Squadron.  Flagship  Black  Hawk. 

Mound  City ,  June  29,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  number  of  reports*  which 
will  show  you  how  trade  with  the  rebels  is  carried  on. 

I  propose  from  time  to  time,  as  I  can  obtain  them,  to  send  the 
Department  reports  of  all  the  transactions  of  this  nature  that-  may 
come  to  my  notice,  so  that  when  wanted  the  information  may  be 
readily  found. 

I  respectfully  request  that  these  reports  may  be  filed  away  with 
my  former  report  on  the  subject  of  illicit  traffic. 

These  reports  implicate  deeply  the  Army  and  Treasury  agents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lientenant-C  om- 

manders  Foster  and  Ramsay,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  to 

West  Gulf  Squadron  of  TJ.  S.  steamers  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago. 

Mound  City,  June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  f  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  relation  to  the  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago. 

You  will  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department  and 
send  the  Chickasaw  to  Yew  Orleans  as  soon  as  possible,  and  on  her 
arrival  there  report  to  Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  First  and  Second  Districts. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  regarding 

affairs  in  the  Sixth  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  SkipwitFs  Landing,  Miss.,  June  29,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  in  this  district, 
Marmaduke’s  forces  having  gone  to  the  Arkansas  River.  Guerrillas 
still  continue  to  hang  around  and  steal  from  the  people  in  this 
vicinity.  Their  principal  objects  are  stealing  horses  and  mules  and 


*  Omitted. 


i  See  p.  438. 
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killing  suspected  “  home-made  Yankees.”  The  three  old  horses 
brought  here  from  Young’s  Point  were  stolen  yesterday  by  the 
guerrillas. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-0 om/mander,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Mias.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  M ississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ornimander  Phelps ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
affairs  in  White  River,  and  urging  strong  naval  aetion  and  rein¬ 
forcement. 


On  Board  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Packet  Line 
Passenger  Steamer  W.  R.  Arthur ,  June  29,  186 f. 

Sir:  Additional  reports  in  relation  to  the  movements  of  Marma- 
duke,  together  with  the  confidence  I  feel  in  the  good  judgment  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Bache,  have  caused  me  to  take  advantage 
of  this  fast  steamer  to  get  to  Memphis  as  quickly  as  possible,  push 
forward  the  repairs  on  the  Exchange ,  and,  if  possible,  take  the 
Carondelet  back  with  me,  feeling  the'  necessity  of  having  one  vessel 
which  can  be  pushed  through  the  fire  of  field  batteries.  I  left  White 
River  after  1  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  shall  be  in  Memphis  by  10  o’clock 
this  morning. 

At  the  risk  of  repetition  of  what  I  have  already  written,  I  will 
state  that  I  am  led  to  take  the  responsibility  of  moving  a  vessel  of 
another  district  for  the  following  reasons:  "The  Essex,  at  Memphis, 
can  move  to  any  point  on  the  Mississippi,  but  could  not  be  of  avail 
in  White  River,  and  she  can,  in  case  of  need,  repair  to  any  point 
menaced  seriously  in  the  Eighth  District,  while  the  Carondelet  is 
absent.  The  man  who  informed  me  in  regard  to  the  firing  during 
three  days  and  the  destruction  of  the  Queen  City  on  Friday  last  is 
a  farmer,  who  has  valuable  stock  on  his  farm,  entirely  at  our  mercy, 
if  he  were  found  to  have  reported  falsely.  I  had  given  orders  that 
the  gunboats  were  to  cruise  continually  between  Clarendon  and  St. 
Charles,  while  not  one  had  been  below  Clarendon  for  a  week;  no 
transports  have  come  down.  The  firing  on  the  third  day  was  more 
distant.  The  man  said  that  on  Friday  and  Saturday  many  empty 
shell  boxes  were  floating  in  the  river,  all  of  which  induces  me  to 
think  that  Captain  Bache  has  found  the  enemy  too  strong  for  him, 
and  he  has  the  Tyler ,  Fawn,  and  Naumkeag ,  a  better  force  than  I 
can  gather  in  my  district,  to  go  up  with.  There  is  one  other  suppo¬ 
sition  that  the  rebels  are  in  such  force  about  Devall’s  Bluff  that  he 
can  not  leave.  We  have  there  not  less  than  twelve  transports, 
freighted,  and  large  amounts  of  supplies.  In  either  event  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  that  prompt  action  be  taken  to  reinforce  the  squadron  there. 

Add  to  this  the  40  pieces  of  artillery  Marmaduke  is  moving  with, 
42  pieces  Captain  Owen  reports  as  reliable,  which  coincides  with 
information  from  other  sources,  and  the  current  belief  among  all 
classes  of  rebels  that  the  aim  is  to  cut  off  General  Steele’s  supplies 
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and  starve  him  out,  and  you  will  perceive  the  necessity  for  strong 
naval  action,  even  if  the  reports  from  Clarendon  are  exaggerated  or 
altogether  false.  I  know  that  Captain  Bache  would  not  allow  trans¬ 
ports  to  continue  passing  up  river  if  he  could  communicate  with 
and  stop  them,  for  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  I  would  yet 
have  returned  to  White  River;  nor  is  he  one  likely  to  retain  the 
gunboats  above  upon  doubtful  reports  of  danger  to  the  Bluff  post. 
I  trust  you  will  approve  my  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C  o  mmander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy,  transmitting  petition 

to  Congress  from  an  association  of  licensed  pilots ,  desiring  exemp¬ 
tion  from  conscription. 

No.  184.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  June  29,  186 4,. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  petition  from  the  Western 
pilots  and  beg  leave  to  strongly  urge  that  the  President,  who  has 
the  power,  may  exempt  from  conscription  all  those  who  serve  the 
Government,  or  who  are  registered  to  serve  the  Government  when 
called  on. 

There  are  not  enough  pilots  now  for  the  wants  of  this  river,  and 
it  needs  no  argument  to  show  that  they  should  be  exempted  from 
military  duty.  I  beg  that  the  President  may  give  an  order  to  that 
effect  ,  as  the  conscription,  when  it  affects  the ‘pilots,  creates  a  deal  of 
trouble  on  these  rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S.— Owing  to  the  necessity  that  exists  for  having  the  pilots 
on  the  Mississippi  tributaries  ready  at  all  times  to  serve  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  all  registered  pilots  are  exempt  from  conscription  in  the  Army. 

This  applies  only  to  those  who  are  in  actual  service,  or  registered 
for  service  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  but  does  not  apply  to  such  as 
may  have  avoided  duty  in  the  Navy  or  Army.  A  fine  of  $1,000  will 
be  imposed  on  all  who  neglect  to  obey  a  summons,  and  such  punish¬ 
ment  as  a  naval  or  military  tribunal  may  impose. 

[Enclosure.] 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  18,  186 4. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con¬ 
gress  assembled: 

Your  memorialist,  the  Western  Boatmen’s  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion,  an  institution  duly  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  and  composed  exclusively  of  licensed  pilots,  respect- 
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fully  present  for  your  consideration  the  following  reasons  why  its 
members  should  be  exempted  from  draft  under  the  conscription  act 
of  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  experienced  pilots  is  not  more  than  sufficient  to 
supply  the  demands  of  commerce  and  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  While  it  is  true  that  mere  private  and  personal  consid¬ 
erations  should  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  and  the  engrossing  purpose  of  the  Government  t'c 
crush  out  this  great  rebellion,  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  observ¬ 
ant  mind  that  its  members  can  render  more  efficient  aid  in  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  this  object  by  the  pursuit  of  their  avocation  than  they 
possibly  can  by  being  subjected  to  duty  in  the  field  as  soldiers. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  boats  navigating 
our  waters  are  engaged  either  directly  or  incidentally  in  the  serv- 
ice  of  the  Government ;  to  transport  recruits  to  the  field  of  their  op¬ 
erations,  and  to  keep  our  armies  supplied  with  food  and  raiment, 
arms,  and  ammunition  and  other  implements  of  warfare,  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  transportation  is  required.  The  large  and  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  number  of  gunboats  upon  our  waters  require  the 
services  of  all  the  experienced  pilots  that  can  be  obtained.  With¬ 
out  the  aid  of  the  members  of  this  association  these  important 
branches  of  the  public  service  can  not  be  conducted  with  any  effi¬ 
ciency.  Officers  of  experience  all  testify  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  that  a  full  supply  of  experienced  pilots  should  be  acces¬ 
sible  at  all  times.  The  want  of  one  may  defeat  the  purpose  of  an 
important  expedition,  and  emergencies  have  arisen  and  may  arise 
at  any  moment  when  the  services  of  every  available  pilot  are  re¬ 
quired  to  ensure  the  success  of  an  important  enterprise.  To  divert 
even  a  few,  then,  from  this  field  of  their  efficiency  into  the  Army, 
where  their  services  can  be  of  but  trifling  comparative  value,  may 
be  attended  with  most  serious  consequences. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  none  but  experienced  pilots 
are  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  which  the  Government  re¬ 
quires  of  them.  To  become  such  full  five  years  of  study  and  prac¬ 
ticed  toil  and  training  are  required,  so  that  the  place  of  one  expe¬ 
rienced  pilot  detached  for  service  to  other  fields  of  labor  can  not 
be  supplied  for  five  years  to  come.  All,  too,  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  our  Western  waters  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
because  of  the  incessant  changes  in  the  channel  constant  employment 
is  indispensably  necessary  to  ensure  efficiency.  The  energies  of  a  pilot 
should  always  be  exerted  in  the  pursuit  of  his  avocation,  inasmuch 
as  the  most  important  duties  are  confided  to  his  care. 

You  will  perceive  from  documents  herewith  submitted  for  your 
consideration  that  from  the  insufficiency  of  this  rebellion  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  association  have  been  at  all  times  liable  to  be  drafted 
into  the  service  of  the  Government  by  officers  in  charge  of  various 
departments.  They  have  constantly  been  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  commander  of  the  Mississippi  gunboat  flotilla,  who  has  drafted 
them  whenever  they  were  needed,  and  retained  them  as  long  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  required.  They  have  also  always  been  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  orders  of  the  various  masters  of  transportation,  who  en¬ 
force  their  services  whenever  they  are  required,  and  discharge  them 
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only  when  they  are  no  longer  useful.  The  orders  of  these  officers 
are  imperative  and  they  must  be  obeyed.  Nor  is  it  an  occasional  oc¬ 
currence.  On  the  14th  day  of  October,  1863,  a  requisition  was  mad.e 
on  this  association  for  six  of  its  members  for  Government  service, 
on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  for  six  more,  and  on  the  18th  day 
of  the  same  month  for  ten  more,  and  these  requisitions  have  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made  until  the  termination 
of  the  Avar,  although  there  is  no  particular  enactment  to  authorize 
it.  The  fact  is  their  services  are  indispensable  to  the  Government 
and  must  be  obtained  whether  it  suits  their  convenience  or  not. 
Recognizing  this  truth,  the  right  to  make  these  requisitions  has 
never  been  disputed  or  opposed  by  this  association,  but  they  have 
always  been  filled  with  promptness  and  alacrity  by  its  members, 
and  the  duties  required  have  been  discharged  with  zeal,  fidelity, 
and  skill.  The  assertion  is  belie\?ed  to  be  warranted  that  the  in¬ 
variable  success  which  has  constantly  attended  our  arms  upon  the 
Western  waters  is  to  be  attributed  in  some  degree  at  least  to  this 
fact.  We  submit,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  politic  to  remove  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  association  from  the  sphere  in  which  they  are  eminently 
useful  to  one  where  they  will  be  of  but  trifling  value,  and  that  it  is 
not  just  to  impose  upon  them  liability  to  another  draft  than  that  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected,  when  all  other  classes  of  the  com¬ 
munity  have  been  exempt,  and  to  which  they  will  nevertheless 
continue  to  be  subjected  until  the  termination  of  the  war. 

These  representations  are  not  made  with  a,  view  to  shirk  any  re¬ 
sponsibility  or  avoid  any  peril  that  they  might  be  called  upon  to 
encounter  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  The  post  of  a  pilot  is  always 
the  place  of  danger.  Occupying  an  exposed  position  upon  the 
vessel  and  discharging  a  duty  without  which  it  can  not  be  navigated 
he  is  constantly  the  mark  for  the  sharpshooter  of  the  enemy  and 
the  guerrillas  who  swarm  upon  the  banks  of  the  rfvers,  for  if  he  be 
disabled  the  vessel  will  most  likely  become  their  prey. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  and  other  considerations  which  can  not  be 
specified,  believing  that  it  will  be  an  act  of  justice  to  those  who  have 
heretofore  been  and  vvill  continue  to  be  drafted  to  occupy  exposed 
positions,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  in  the  hour 
of  its  peril  will  be  subserved  thereby,  your  memorialists  respect¬ 
fully  petition  that  an  amendment  to  the  conscription  act  be  passed 
to  exempt  its  members  and  licensed  pilots  navigating  the  Western 
waters  from  draft  under  the  operations  of  said  act. 

And  your  memorialists  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  etc. 

[seal.]  J.  W.  Bryan,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Ivribben,  Secretary. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago ,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  duty  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Mound  City,  June  30,  186 f. 

Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  proceed  with  the 
vessel  under  your  command,  the  Chickasaw ,  to  New  Orleans,  and 
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report  to  Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer  or  the  commanding  naval  officer 
at  that  place  tor  duty  in  Admiral  Farragut’s  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

„  _  Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw. 

tt  ^?roei'-rr^^  Same  date  and  like  tenor  to  commanding  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  W innebago.~\ 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  withdraw  the  gunboats  from  the 
Arkansas  River. 

Mound  City,  June  30, 186 J 

filE :  ^  011  have  to  get  the  gunboats  out  of  the  Arkansas  River. 
V\  e  will  lose  them  all,  while  no  effort  is  made  to  hold  the  banks  of 
the  river  by  our  troops. 

^  I  shall  be  glad  if  those  there  now  get  away  without  further  loss. 
4  hat  is  no  way  to  supply  Little  Rock,  and  I  have  been  opposed  to 
it  strongly  all  along. 

This  is  the  last  rise  that  can  be  expected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

U.  S.  S.  Hastings,  Commanding  7th  Hist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  White  River. 


Mound  City,  June  30,  186 A 

Sir  :  \  ou  will  report  without  delay  to  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L. 
Phelps  with  your  vessel  for  duty  up  White  River  in  assisting  our 
vessels. 

If  you  are  too  unwell  to  go  yourself,  Lieutenant- Commander 
Phelps  will  take  charge  of  your  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District  and  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  ground¬ 
ing  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Osage. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  July  1, 186 A 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  iron  boat  Osage  got 
aground  coming  up  the  river  and  the  water  fell  so  rapidly  that  she 
could  not  be  got  off.  She  is  high  and  dry  and  will  likely  remain 
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so  until  launched  again,  which  I  am  preparing  to  do  as  soon  as  I 

can  launch  the  Indianola.  _  . 

The  grounding  of  these  iron  boats  when  the  water  falls  is  very 
detrimental  to  them,  and  they  give  evidence  of  no  great  strength, 
some  of  the  bulkheads  badly  arranged  having  broken  their  rivets. 
Everything  will  be  done  to  get  the  vessel  into  the  water  again. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  approving  the  claim 
of  owners  for  the  loss  of  steamer  Hope. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  July  1. 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  some  papers  *  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  loss  of  the  steamer  Hope. 

She  was  lost  by  one  of  our  vessels  being  driven  into  her  in  a  gale 
of  wind  and  through  no  fault  of  her  owners. 

I  consider  the  claim  a  just  one,  and  respectfully  request  the 
approval  of  the  Department  to  pay  the  owners  $7,500  to  remunerate 
them,  as  they  can  not  afford  to  lose  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officer  of  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon ,  for  expedition  carrrying  mails 
and  stores  for  the  fleet. 


Mound  City,  July  7,  186 4 ^ 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  river,  carrying  the  mails  and  stores 
for  the  fleet. 

Deliver  the  three  accompanying  letters  to  General  Canbv  wherever 
he  can  be  found. 


Stop  at  Columbus,  Kv.,  on  your  way  down  a  sufficient  length  of 
time  to  allow  Mr.  Drank  Sherman  to  make  a  sworn  statement  in 
relation  to  some  parties  at  that  place. 

Take  convoy  past  dangerous  places  going  and  coming,  and  if  you 
are  attacked  by  the  rebels  do  not  stop  to  fight  them,  but  proceed  on. 

After  performing  the  above  duty  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish, 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General, 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  transfer  of  U.  S.  steamers  Chicka¬ 
saw  and  W  innebaao  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound ,  in  accordance 
with  suggestion  of  the  latter. 


Mound  Citt,  July  1 ,  186 J. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  June  24  *  in  relation  to  the  expediency 
of  sending  down  the  monitors  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago  to  cooper¬ 
ate  in  the  shallow  water  of  Mississippi  Sound  in  conjunction  with 
some  operations  soon  to  be  undertaken  by  your  command  has  been 
received. 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  two  above-named 
vessels  have  been  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 


Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canbv, 

Convmdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi , 

Vicksburg ,  Miss. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C ommander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to 

affairs  in  White  River. 


\ 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Mouth  of  White  River,  July  1,  186 V 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  commanding  officer  of  the  steamer  Wilson 
to  leave  his  tow  of  barges  here  and  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to 
Cairo  for  ammunition,  requisitions  for  which  are  enclosed;  and  I 
respectfully  request  that  she,  or  some  fast  vessel,  may  return  with  it, 
as  the  vessels  are  now  very  short  of  shell  particularly  and  may  have 
all  on  hand  exhausted  before  more  can  be  received.  ”  Captain  Bache 
believes  that  Shelby  will  again  appear  upon  the  east  bank  of  White 
River,  if  he  has  not  already  done  so,  and  he  fully  concurs  with  me 
in  the  expectation  that  Marmaduke  will  occupy  St.  Charles,  which 
is  an  exceedingly  ugly  place,  and  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  to 
drive  him. 

The  battery  of  the  Queen  City  will  all  be  recovered ;  and  I  propose 
to  mount  it  in  broadside  on  board  the  Carondelet,  which  vessel 
has  now  but  one  100-pounder  rifle  on  either  side.  Till  the  articles 
required  for  are  received,  she  will  have  some  12-pouncler  howitzers 
borrowed  from  other  gunboats. 

She  will  leave  in  about  one  hour’s  time,  accompanied  by  the  Silver 
Cloud,  with  a  convoy  of  three  transports,  for  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  I 
shall  follow  up  to-night,  after  having  attended  to  everything  here. 
The  Fawn  and  Naumkeag  are  alone  at  Clarendon.  I  think  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  advance  Captain  Rogers,  as  he  is  the  more  reli¬ 
able  one  of  the  two  old  masters  in  command  of  those  two  vessels, 
while  the  other  is  the  senior  and  is  the  senior  master  in  this  district. 


*  See  p.  436. 
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I  am  convinced  that  the  services  of  the  Neosho  will  become  very 
necessary  in  White  River.  The  stream  is  falling  quite  rapidly,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  CaroncLelet  will  soon  be  forced  to  leave  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ .  S.N avy ,  to  the  F ourth  Auditor , 
reporting  smuggling  operations. 

Mound  City,  July  1,  1861f. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  reliable 
information  that  Levy  &  Brothers,  doing  business  at  Metropolis,  Ill., 
have  been  for  some  time  past  engaged  in  smuggling  goods  to  the 
rebels  to  a  very  large  amount. 

Yesterday  several  boxes  were  seized  on  the  Kentucky  shore,  marked 
with  their  name,  containing  supplies  of  various  kinds,  amongst 
which,  I  am  told,  was  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other  ammunition 
intended  for  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Stephen  J.  W.  Tabor, 

Fourth  Auditor ,  Treas.  Dept .,  Washington,  D.  C. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
observance  of  Independence  Day. 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  230.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  July  1,  1861f.. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  at  12  o’clock,  meridian,  all  the  vessels  in  com¬ 
mission  will  fire  a  salute  of  thirty-four  guns,  commencing  when  the 
bell  strikes.  Great  care  must  be  taken  that  no  accidents  may  occur, 
and  the  guns  must  be  examined  (after  being  drawn)  by  the  executive 
officer  and  see  that  only  powder  is  contained  in  them.  The  vessels 
will  be  dressed  in  flags  at  the  hoisting  of  the  colors  in  the  morning. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
measures  of  protection  for  the  vessels. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Mouth  of  White  River ,  July  1 ,  186 If. 

Sir:  It  appears  that  three-fourths-inch  iron  saved  the  boilers  of 
both  the  Fawn  and  Tyler  from  being  exploded  by  shot  on  the  24th 
ultimo  at  Clarendon,  showing  the  value  of  such  defenses. 
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The  Kick  ay  oo  and  Cincinnati  are  very  much  needed  now;  of  the 
former,  being  in  contractor’s  hands,  I  have  little  hope ;  but  the  latter, 
being  in  naval  hands,  I  know  will  be  pushed  forward  to  the  utmost. 

I  beg  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  30-pounder 
Parrott  for  service  in  tinclads  on  this  river.  I  would  like  much  to 
have  light  32’s  in  the  bows  of  all  those  vessels  of  that  class,  believing 
it  would  render  them  more  efficient,  especially  if  provided  with  32- 
pounder  shrapnel,  as  they  should  be. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Master  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier -General 

Carr ,  V .  S.  Army ,  giving  information  regarding  transports  in  the 

White  River. 

Devall’s  Bluff,  July  1,  186 f. 

(Received  6:50  p.  m.) 

The  steamer  Pike,  which  left  here  at  3  p.  m.  yesterday,  loaded  with 
refugees,  has  just  returned.  She  met  with  the  gunboats  30  \Fawn\ 
and  37  \N  aumkeag~\  8  miles  this  side  of  St.  Charles  at  6  o’clock  this 
morning  and  brings  the  following  letters  addressed  to  me.  Captain 
Grace,  of  gunboat  No.  30,  being  sick,  I  hereby  notify  you  that  no 
transports  will  be  allowed  to  pass  down  this  river  hereafter  without 
convoy,  unless  they  should  be  carrying  dispatches,  and  then  only  in 
case  their  boilers  are  well  protected.  We  have  information  of  a  bat¬ 
tery  at  Prairie  Landing,  heavy  firing  having  been  heard  at  that 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Jno.  Rogers, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Prairie  Landing  is  21  miles  from  mouth  of  river,  on  this  side. 


[Telegram.] 


Little  Rock,  July  2, 186 A 

General  Steele  thinks  that  the  transport  had  better  go  down  the 
river  under  convoy  of  the  gunboats. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  E.  A.  Carr : 

C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Colonel  J.  K.  Mizner, 

Commanding  DevalVs  Bluff. 


Report  of  Colonel  Mizner ,  V.  S.  Army ,  referring  to  reported  battery 

at  Prairie  Landing. 

Devall’s  Bluff,  July  2, 186 J. 

Colonel  Geiger  reports  this  morning  that  his  scouts  have  returned, 
but  bring  no  important  information.  They  saw  no  enemy  and  heard 
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of  none,  except  small  parties  of  guerrillas.  The  horses  of  Ninth  Iowa 
Cavalry  need  shoeing  badly.  The  regiment  is  burning  coal  to  shoe 
with.  Will  not  small  scouts  answer  until  Colonel  Geiger  is  in  better 
condition  to  move  ?  Should  the  general  desire  any  large  force  sent, 
please  give  me  general  instructions  as  to  their  movements.  The  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  battery  at  Prairie  Landing  is  only  supported  by  gunboats 
30  \Fawn\  and  37  \_N  aumkeag~\  from  the  sound  of  artillery  in  that 
direction.  Four  boats  will  be  ready  for  convoy  on  Monday.  The 
Navy  object  to  escorting  a  single  boat,  but  will  take  this  number. 
Colonel  Geiger  desires  permission  to  visit  Little  Rock  to-day. 

All  quiet  here. 

J.  K.  Mizner, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Little  Rock. 


Letter  from-  Brig adier-General  Roberts ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  protection  of  gunboats 
for  his  diminished  command. 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

M organza,  La.,  July  2,  186 1. 

Captain  :  The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
leave  here  to-day  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  leaving  only  the 
Third  and  the  cavalry  at  this  post.  Until  the  defenses  of  this  place 
are  completed  and  its  guns  mounted  the  presence  of  some  of  your 
gunboats  would  add  to  the  protection  and  safety  of  the  small  com¬ 
mand  remaining.  General  Emory,  before  leaving  last  night,  ex¬ 
pressed  to  me  his  regrets  that  by  culpable  carelessness  of  troops  your 
boats  had  been  exposed  to  fire  from  their  musketry,  and  I  wish  to 
assure  you  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  efforts  will  not  be  wanting 
to  prevent  any  disagreeable  recurrence  of  that  kind  and  to  make  it  in 
every  way  pleasant  for  you  to  be  near  my  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  Roberts, 

Brigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
illicit  operations  of  steamer  C.  J.  Millar. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  July  2 , 186 Ij. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  informa¬ 
tion  that  articles  such  as  flour,  whisky,  sugar,  and  calico  have  been 
landed  at  Waterproof,  La.,  from  the  propeller  steamer  C.  J .  Millar 
(a  cotton  boat).  The  quantity  landed  was  of  small  value,  not  over 
$9  or  $10 ;  still,  the  disposition  of  the  people  on  board  was  shown. 
My  informant  is  Captain  Odlin,  of  the  United  States  detective  force. 
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I  will  obtain  his  affidavit  and  that  of  one  or  two  other  parties,  and 
send  them  up  by  the  next  dispatch  boat.  Captain  Odlin  is  a  witness 
himself,  and,  if  necessary,  can  easily  be  obtained.  The  boat  has 
started  for  some  point  up  river  beyond  Cairo,  possibly  New  Albany, 
for  repairs ;  otherwise  I  should  have  seized  her.  I  last  heard  of  her 
at  Vicksburg.  She  is  said  to  be  disabled  and  will  have  to  be 
towed  up. 

I  send  this  letter  per  packet  that  you  may  be  advised  should  you 
deem  proper  to  seize  her  on  her  arrival  at  Cairo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Gomdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  III.,  Jidy  A  186 If . 
Bache  not  sick,  but  fighting  pretty  hard  up  White  River. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Re  ar-A  dmiral. 


Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  a  clipping  from  the  New  York  Tribune ,  desir¬ 
ing  investigation  of  charges  against  the  Navy  contained  in  it. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  July  2,  186 J. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  communication  that  was  sent  to 
the  Tribune  (New  York)  for  publication,  and  has  been  sent  by  one 
of  the  editors  to  this  department.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  a  resident  of 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  The  charges  against  the  Navy  contained  in  it  are 
general,  and  I  have  informed  the  person  from  whom  I  received  it  that 
the  writer  should  name  any  naval  officer  that  has  been  engaged  in  the 
transactions  to  which  he  refers,  so  that  a  thorough  investigation  may 
be  had. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 

[Enclosure.] 

Little  Rock,  June  11^,  1861^. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  either  to  stop  trade  at  Memphis  to 
go  below  that  point  or  we  shall  have  an  endless  job  to  get  rid  of  the 
rebs  either  as  an  army  or  guerrillas.  No  half-way  measure  will  do 
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in  the  premises.  General  Washburn  is  active  in  all  his  endeavors  to 
supplant  the  rebs,  while  feeding  of  them  comes  from  Memphis  by 
smuggling.  General  Washburn  is  looked  upon  bjr  Union  men  as  the 
best  officer  for  the  Union  cause  who  ever  had  charge  of  the  district. 
He  leaves  nothing  undone  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close  with  speed. 
While  he  is  working  this  way,  I  regret  to  say  some  of  our  officers  are 
accused,  and  I  think  rightly,  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  enemy. 

The  Navy  are  not  pure  in  this  respect.  Captain  Prichett  is  an 
exception.  He  hates  a  rebel  as  he  does  the  devil ;  you  will  pardon  me 
with  a  few  words: 

Some  four  months  ago  Chettester  &  Co.,  composed  of  Fellows, 
Rainey  &  Elliott,  of  Camden,  in  this  State,  agreed  with  the  so-called 
Confederate  Government  to  furnish  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart¬ 
ment  with  salt  meat,  at  4  pounds  of  cotton  for  3  pounds  of  salt  meat. 
The  cotton  has  all  been  confiscated  by  the  Government  and  Govern¬ 
ment  bonds  paid  for  most  of  it.  Planters  to  deliver  when  called  for. 
For  the  last  four  months  it  has  been  called  for  and  transported  to 
Lake  Village  in  Chicot  County,  on  the  Mississippi.  Chettester  has 
been  there  generally,  and  has  traded  with  our  gunboats  for  provisions 
and  paid  in  cotton.  When  Steele  entered  Camden  there  were  three 
stores  full  of  Yankee  goods  that  were  obtained  in  this  way.  Besides 
steamboats  land  at  Lake  Village,  Eunice,  and  Gaines  Landing;  they 
get  cotton  and  pay  in  goods;  if  the  Treasury  Department  allows  it, 
it  may  be  right.  One  thing  is  certain,  the  Union  rural  inhabitants 
are  wondering  how  such  things  can  occur. 

If  the  Navy  Department  or  a  committee  of  Congress  will  investi¬ 
gate  this  matter,  the  witnesses  can  be  had,  and  Navy  and  Army 
officers  subpoenaed. 

“Argus.” 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  July  2,  1861/.. 
(Received  3d,  10:55  a.  m.) 

With  your  permission  I  propose  to  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Wash¬ 
ington. 

David  D.  Porter, 

R  ear -A  dmiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  July  2, 186 If. 

I  leave  to-morrow  for  Washington,  and  will  see  Mr.  Eames  there. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain 
Pannock,  U.  S.  Navy,  previous  to  departure  for  the  North. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  July  3,  186 4. 

Sir:  Proposing  to  make  a  short  trip  to  the  North,  and  not  knowing 
how  long  I  shall  be  gone,  you  will  please  have  attended  to  such  mat¬ 
ters  as  I  may  leave  unfinished  or  that  may  turn  up  hereafter. 

The  commanders  of  districts  have  all  received  full  instructions  in 
relation  to  their  respective  districts,  and  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
forward  to  me  copies  of  such  portion  of  their  reports  as  may  be  of 
interest,  and  comply  as  soon  as  possible  with  all  reasonable  and 
necessary  requisitions. 

No  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  present  arrangements  of  the 
squadron  during  the  time  I  am  away  without  my  directions.  My 
flag  will  fly  on  board  the  Black  Hawk  while  I  am  away. 

That  will  be  the  headquarters,  and  all  public  documents  will  be 
sent  there,  opened,  and  filed  away  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  will  inform  you  as  soon  as  possible  and  from  time  to  time  where 
my  place  of  residence  will  be,  and  you  will  please  make  all  reports 
to  me  at  the  place  I  may  designate. 

I  wish  the  following  matters  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible : 

The  mortar  boats,  without  the  iron  or  mortars,  will  make  most 
excellent  landings,  and  I  wish  8  or  10  of  them  brought  up  and 
anchored  along  the  levee,  properly  fixed  for  a  landing.  Let  the 
mechanics  get  up  the  storehouse  and  the  boathouse  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble  after  I  send  on  word,  and  the  dispensary  can  then  be  commenced 
as  soon  as  you  can  employ  the  mechanics. 

I  wish  the  Cincinnati  pushed  on  with  all  the  force  that  can  be  put 
upon  her,  and  employ  some  hands  on  the  Tuscumbia,  getting  the  iron 
off  of  her  deck. 

As  fast  as  the  vessels  (light-drafts)  are  ready,  send  them  to  their 
respective  stations,  even  though  the  crews  may  be  short. 

The  Fairy  and  Sibyl  are  to  be  kept  in  the  station  and  be  prepared 
for  such  emergencies  as  may  occur  at  Cairo  or  near  there. 

I  don’t  want  these  two  boats  sent  from  the  station,  unless  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  or  by  my  order.  .  . 

As  the  telegraph  is  so  handy,  you  will  have  no  difficulty  m  tele¬ 
graphing  me  in  all  cases  when  there  may  be  necessity,  and  please  be 
particular  in  having  all  telegrams  paid  at  Cairo.  I  will  also  order 
that  my  telegrams  be  paid  at  Cairo. 

You  will  see  that  coal  is  sent  down  now  while  the  river  is  up,  so. 
that  the  vessels  below  will  have  ample  supplies  through  the  summer. 

I  will  write  you  from  time  to  time  as  circumstances  require. 

If  a  board  is  ordered  to  examine  a  site  for  navy  yard,  you  will 
please  give  them  all  the  information  you  possess  and  show  them  the 
charts,  copies  of  which  you  should  have. 

Fit  the  Great  Western  without  delay,  for  a  receiving  vessel,  not 
forgetting  to  put  up  a  good  and  substantial  prison  on  board. 

Have  all  bunks  in  her  taken  down  and  have  hooks  put  up  for  ham- 
mocks 

Send  me  a  weekly  summary  of  work  done  on  board  the  vessel  and 
on  shore. 
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If  there  is  any  prize  matter  on  hand  which  I  may  have  forgotten 
to  report,  see  that  it  is  reported  to  the  court,  and  whatever  may  be 
stowed  on  the  Abraham ,  have  sent  to  Mr.  Halliday  to  be  put  in  store 
and  sold  when  the  marshal’s  sale  takes  place. 

You  will  observe  by  a  general  order  sent  to  you  that  a  party  of  10 
men  have  left  Shreveport  for  the  purpose  of  burning  buildings,  etc. 

You  will  take  every  precaution  against  those  incendiaries. 

You  will  issue  orders  to  permit  no  stranger  to  pass  our  sentries 
without  being  stopped  and  obliged  to  give  an  account  of  himself  to 
the  sergeant  of  the  guard. 

The  general  order  will  explain  to  you  the  necessity  for  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  against  all  dangers. 

I  wish  the  Kickapoo  fitted  out  at  once,  stores  got  on  board,  and 
ready  to  proceed  at  a  moment’s  notice  to  White  River  and  relieve  the 
vessels  in  their  difficulties  there. 

I  would  keep  the  vessels  in  the  stream  as  much  as  possible ;  dis¬ 
cipline  is  better  and  less  danger  of  strangers  coming  on  board. 

You  will  permit  no  sailors  to  be  on  shore  after  8  o’clock  p.  m.,  and 
will  direct  a  patrol  of  marines  to  pick  up  all  those  found  on  shore, 
unless  it  may  be  persons  who  have  families  and  special  permits  from 
you. 

None  but  commanders  of  vessels  and  executive  officers  will  be 
allowed  to  grant  permits  to  sailors  to  go  on  shore  or  to  persons  not 
connected  with  the  Navy  to  pass  on  board. 

If  no  orders  come  for  the  Kickapoo ,  fit  her  out  and  send  her  to 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  relieve  the  Neosho,  which  vessel  will 
report  to  Captain  Phelps  in  White  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station ,  Mound  City. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  G owing  e,  U.  S.  A  avy,  to  proceed  down  the  Mississippi 
as  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Mound  City,  July  3,  186 f. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  down  the  river  with  the  ac¬ 
companying  dispatches.  Stop  at  White  River  on  your  way  down 
and  deliver  to  Captain  Phelps  the  letter  addressed  to  him.  You  will 
then  proceed  on  to  Natchez,  where  you  will  find  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer,  and  deliver  to  him  the  dispatch  for  him. 

Having  performed  the  above  duty  you  will  return  to  this  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  Sibyl. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U,  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  certain  vessels  assigned  to 
duty  in  White  River. 

Mound  City,  July  3,  186 If.. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  you  the  Neosho ,  Mound  City ,  and  Pittsburg 
for  duty  in  White  River. 

When  you  have  no  further  use  for  them,  send  them  to  their  differ¬ 
ent  stations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Vessels  in  White  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Greer ,  Z7.  JS.  Navy ,  to  send  two  vessels  to  White  River. 

Mound  City,  July  3,  186 ly. 

Sir:  You  will  send  without  delay  the  Mound  City  and  Pittsburg 
to  White  River,  to  report  to  Captain  Phelps  for  duty,  and  you  will 
have  other  vessels  detailed  as  soon  as  you  can  to  supply  their  places. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  Fourth  District. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S._  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Steele ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  affairs  in  the  White  and 
Arkansas  rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 
DevalVs  Bluff ,  July  3 ,  186. j. 

General  :  I  have  brought  one  of  the  turtles,  the  Carondelet ,  up  to 
Clarendon,  where  she  will  remain  as  long  as  there  is  water  for  her, 
and  I  fancy  Shelby  will  have  a  good  time  if  he  runs  against  her.  The 
old  Tyler  is  hors  de  combat  just  now  with  a  wheelhouse  torn  off.  I 
do  not  at  all  understand  why  it  is  that  Marmaduke’s,  or  at  present 
Fagan’s,  command  should  remain  so  long  at  Red  Fork  Landing  on 
the  Arkansas.  Four  days  since  the  encampments  extended  from  that 
landing  down  to  within  8  miles  of  Napoleon,  and  his  pickets  were  all 
along  the  levee.  His  force  is  probably  greater  than  you  suppose. 
Some  of  his  men  are  across  the  Arkansas,  back  of  St.  Charles  and 
Crockett’s  Bluff,  horse  stealing  and  catching  conscripts.  If  I  had  a 
vessel  fit  for  the  purpose,  I  would  make  Red  Fork  Landing  too  hot 
for  the  rebels.  I  am  sure  it  will  not  do  to  let  vessels  run  without 
convoy  for  a  while.  Shelby  is  only  a  few  miles  from  Clarendon,  and 
will  try  again.  Marmaduke’s  people  have  plenty  of  artillery,  and 
will  be  at  St.  Charles  when  that  fitful  Arkansas  subsides  a  little.  A 
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steamer  or  two  of  light  draft  would  help  in  crossing  the  Arkansas 
mightily,  and  we  could  not,  in  all  probability,  get  one  away  from 
them,  for  they  have  only  to  run  her  into  that  river  through  the  cut¬ 
off,  when  she  would  be  safe  from  pursuit.  Tinclads  would  be  cut  to 
pieces  and  ironclads  could  not  go  far  up  the  Arkansas.  Things  don’t 
look  very  cheerful  anywhere  within  the  vast  extent  of  military  opera¬ 
tions.  Grant  makes  sorry  progress.  Sherman  is  pretty  much  at  a 
stand,  while  the  rebels  seem  to  have  plenty  of  people  for  outlying 
operations.  General  A.  J.  Smith  is  out  against  Forrest  with  all  the 
available  men  at  Memphis.  General  Canby  is  moving  20,000  men 
from  Morganza,  but  where,  I  do  not  know.  I  left  Bache  none  the 
worse  for  the  ducking  he,  got  the  other  day.  I  should  be  glad  to  re¬ 
main  up  here  for  a  few  days,  but  I  feel  very  uneasy  about  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  at  Napoleon,  where  the  rebels  may  at  any  moment  bring  out 
their  numerous  pieces  and  blockade,  for  the  time,  that  river.  Bache 
will  come  up  in  a  few  days  and  will  have  force  enough,  probably,  to 
break  the  enemy  out  of  any  position  at  short  notice.  I  will  make  all 
the  effort  possible  to  provide  frequent  vessels  for  convoying  pur¬ 
poses.  Give  my  regards  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  staff,  and 
Believe  me,  general,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Major-General  F.  Steele,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vcdunieer 
Lieutenant  Woods ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Kickapoo. 


July  4,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Kick¬ 
apoo ,  and  you  will  see  that  your  vessel  gets  ready  for  service  with 
all  dispatch. 

Acting  Master  Atkinson  has  made  out  all  the  necessary  requisi¬ 
tions,  and  you  will  see  that  they  are  all  filled. 

You  will  instruct  your  paymaster  to  make  out  all  the  necessary 
requisitions  for  provisions  and  clothing,  and  see  that  they  are  filled 
forthwith. 

The  officers  must  all  mess  on  board  of  the  vessel. 

Bespect  fully, 


A.  M.  Pennock, 
Fleet  Captain ,  Commanding. 

[Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Woods.] 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  IJ .  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of 
the  Fifth  District , 


Mound  City,  July  J,  186 4. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  proceed  down  the 
river  as  soon  as  your  vessel  is  ready  for  service  and  assume  com- 
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mand  of  the  Fifth  District  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Glenroey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  approving 
occasional  visits  to  St.  Joseph ,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  4,  186 V 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  3d  instant  is  received.  I  think  your  visits  to 
the  towns  of  St,  Joseph,  etc.,  will  be  productive  of  good.  Do  not 
go  again  for  awhile  in  order  that  the  rebels  may  be  off  their  guard. 
I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell  you  to  remind  your  men 
that  no  pillaging  will  be  allowed.  I  hope  you  will  get  some  rebel 
officers  yet. 

You  must  stay  about  St.  Joseph  most  of  the  time;  that  is  the 
crossing  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  at 
White  River  Station  of  TJ .  S.  steamers  Hastings  and  Fawn,  con¬ 
voying  eight  transports ,  and  reporting  an  attack  at  St.  Charles , 
White  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Off  White  River  Station ,  July  5 , 1861. 
Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  night  with  this  vessel  and  the 
Fawn ,  having  in  convoy  eight  steamers. 

About  noon  we  were  fired  upon  a  little  above  St.  Charles  by  rifle¬ 
men,  who,  for  a  short  time,  kept  up  a  brisk  fire,  but  were  driven  away 
by  the  fire  of  the  gunboats.  I  had  been  at  loss  to  know  how  we  should 
celebrate  the  Fourth,  being  underway  and  having  so  much  of  a  convoy 
in  charge,  but  this  attack  occurring  about  noon  furnished  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  at  once  punishing  the  enemy  and  celebrating  the  day  by 
firing  cannon.  Although  the  first  volley  was  fired  into  us  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  not  greater  than  25  yards,  and  a  number  of  persons  were 
exposed  about  deck,  no  one  was  hit  and  no  damage  was  done  other 
than  a  slight  injury  to  woodwork  and  furniture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  -  C  omm  cinder  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy ,  discussing 
the  operations  of  Major-General  Steele's  command  in  and  about 
White  River. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  5,  186 Jj. 

Dear  Sir:  I  intended  writing  to  you  privately  by  the  Wilson ,  but 
official  correspondence  took  up  all  the  time  and  I  would  not  delay 
her.  I  fear  that  there  is  not  as  much  activity  and  energy  amongst 
many  of  Steele’s  people,  general  officers  especially,  as  there  should  be. 
Many  of  Carr’s  men,  after  his  return  to  Clarendon  from  the  lame 
pursuit  of  Shelby,  spoke  very  contemptuously  of  the  whole  opera¬ 
tion,  declaring  that  they  might  have  captured  half  the  enemy  and  all 
his  artillery  if  their  pursuit  had  been  vigorous  in  any  sense.  It  is 
in  vain  that  we  represent  to  them  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
assured  Steele  that  Shelby  would  be  at  Clarendon  certainly,  and  that 
I  would  send  the  T yler  up  there,  but  I  thought  the  army  should 
watch  his  movements.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  done,  and  when  he 
captured  the  Queen  City  there  it  was  a  perfect  surprise  to  the  army. 
The  lucky  hit  in  getting  the  Tyler  up  in  time  with  Bache  alone 
prevented  Shelby,  who  is  a  daring  and  enterprising  fellow,  from 
establishing  himself  in  a  way  with  the  Queen  City's  guns  and  am¬ 
munition  that  Steele  would  have  had  trouble  in  getting  him  out. 
To  this  day  Steele  does  not  believe  that  Marmaduke’s  force  is  on 
the  Arkansas  at  Red  Fork  Landing,  yet  he  has  been  there  with 
8,000  men  and  40  pieces  of  artillery  for  the  past  twTo  weeks  and,  I 
doubt  not,  would  have  crossed  the  river  but  for  its  high  stage.  It 
was,  doubtless,  and  is  yet,  the  design  to  cut  and  interfere  with  General 
Steele’s  supplies.  It  is  possible  that  this  heavy  outlying  force  is 
intended  to  distract  attention  from  the  main  purpose  of  the  enemy 
to  push  forces  into  Missouri.  Price  certainly  has  a  considerable 
force,  stated  at  18,000,  and  the  rebels  have  as  much  faith  in  Price’s 
power  over  the  people  of  Missouri  as  ever.  Certainly  there  is  not 
much  backwardness  in  enlisting  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  element  in 
Arkansas.  Banks’  terrible  operation  has  raised  up  hosts  of  recruits 
for  the  enemy,  strengthening  those  who  were  not  wavering  and  con¬ 
firming  those  who  were  on  that  side.  Bache  had  quite  an  accident 
happen  to  him.  He  was  in  the  roundhouse  of  the  old  Tyler  when 
she  picked  up  a  log  which  carried  away  the  outside  of  wheelhouse 
and  the  whole  after  angle  and  with  it,  of  course,  the  quarter  gallery. 
Bache  found  himself  suddenly  in  the  river  floundering  about  wholiv 
unable  to  swim.  He,  however,  got  hold  of  the  driftwood  and  held 
on  till  fished  out. 

The  wheel  and  wheelhouse  are  now  repaired,  and  she  is  up  river. 
The  boarding  from  the  roof  of  a  barge  was  used  to  plank  the  wheel- 
house,  and  although  it  will  not  bear  inspection  at  close  quarters,  it 
looks  tolerably  well  at  a  distance.  The  Lexington  is  the  hardest 
looking  old  wreck  I  ever  saw.  General  Canby  seems  to  be  entirely 
in  earnest  about  cooperation  on  the  river,  and  I  am  glad  he  has 
reduced  Banks  to  nothing  at  New  Orleans,  punishing  him  infinitely 
worse  than  deprivation  of  command.  He  was  an  autocrat,  and  has 
not  power  now  to  approve  a  bill. 

Respectfully  and  very  truly,  yours, 

S.  L.  Phelps. 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Oive% ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  stating  the 
necessity  of  retaining  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird  on  her  station  till 
relieved  hy  another  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Shipwitlds  Landing ,  July  5,  186. f. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  June  27.  The  Prairie  Bird  is  stationed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Columbia  and  Greenville,  two  bad  places  for  guerrillas  and  good 
points  for  fieldpieces.  The  Romeo  and  Marmora  have  between  them 
the  rest  of  the  river  to  Napoleon.  The  Prairie  Bird  can  not  well  be 
spared  until  relieved  by  another  boat.  The  Romeo  is  equally  in  as 
bad  condition.  The  boilers  of  both  are  badly  burned.  They  have 
been  temporarily  repaired,  and  I  have  sent  to  the  Samson  for  boiler 
makers,  tools,  material,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  verjr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


L^etter  from  Commodore  Palmer ,  U .  S.  Navy ,,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  services  of  two  ironclads  for  the 
protection  of  New  Orleans. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  If 8  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  Za.,  July  5. 

My  Dear  Porter:  We  were  on  the  eve  of  a  grand  expedition  to 
capture  Mobile — that  is,  the  army  was — but  it  is  now  all  knocked 
in  the  head  by  a  requisition  from  the  Government  to  send  at  once 
20,000  men  to  reinforce  Grant.  This  puts  us  on  the  defensive  here. 
I  am  not  an  alarmist,  you  know,  and  take  things  easy,  but  I  would 
be  much  obliged  to  you,  and  I  think  those  who  are  left  here  would 
likewise,  if  you  would  spare  me  a  couple  of  ironclads  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  city.  I  can  relieve  them  by  tinclads,  and  will  send 
them  back  the  moment  the  necessity  is  over.  General  Canby  told  me 
he  had  written  you  to  send  him  a  couple  of  ironclads,  to  accompany 
him  over  to  Mobile,  but  that  is  now  abandoned.  Farragut  is  still  oft 
Mobile,  waiting  for  Buchanan,  who  has  been  adding  to  his  force, 
and  the  admiral  wrote  me  yesterday  he  was  now  hourly  expecting 
him.  You  know  he  not  only  proposes  to  destroy  our  fleet,  but  to 
capture  New  Orleans.  Now,  though  I  question  his  ability  to  do  the 
one  or  the  other,  I  would  like  to  have  something  better  than  the  old 
Portsmouth  and  two  or  three  broken-down  gunboats  to  meet  him  in 
the  river. 

I  know  you  will  let  me  have  the  ironclads,  if  you  can,  so  write 
me  at  once  what  you  can  do.  Banks  is  still  here,  too  thick-skinned 
to  leave  his  berth  here,  but  I  am  thankful  that  he  has  no  longer  any 
military  occupation. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  S.  Palmer. 
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•  [Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  July  5,  186 k- 

At  my  request  Major-General  Rosecrans  applied  to  you  to  station 
a  gunboat  at  New  Madrid.  The  application  was  made  to  secure  the 
somewhat  small  garrison  there,  not  to  regulate  trade  in  the  district. 
I  am  informed  that  Captain  Mitchell,  commander  of  the  gunboats, 
stops  all  boats  shipped  there  with  my  approval.  Please  order  him 
to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Madrid,  who  is  charged 
with  the  duty  under  the  orders  of  myself  and  the  department  com¬ 
mander  of  regular  trade  to  that  town,  or  at  least  cease  interfering 
with  shipments  there  made  with  my  approval.  Please  answer. 

Thos.  Ewing,  Jr., 

Brigadier-General. 

Commodoiv:  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  de¬ 
struction  of  plantation  by  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  Judy  6 ,  I864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  during  the  last  ten  days 
the  rebels,  under  Isaac  F.  Harrison,  on  the  Louisiana  side,  have  been 
destroying  some  plantations  and  threatening  others.  Acting  Master 
D.  W.  Glenney,  commanding  Rattler ,  saved  72  negroes  from  a  place 
near  Ashland  and  got  a  few  shots  at  the  rebels. 

Captain  Hoel,  of  the  Pittsburg ,  has  been  out  on  several  scouts  and 
captured  2  prisoners,  notorious  characters,  one  a  lieutenant..  I  have 
turned  them  both  over  to  the  provost-marshal,  and  they  will  be  sent 
North  as  prisoners.  We  are  now  trying  to  get  a  lot  of  wool  near 
St.  Joseph,  it  belongs  to  the  C.  S.  A. 

I  keep  the  light-drafts  moving  all  the  time,  with  orders  not  to 
remain  in  one  place  day  or  night  over  two  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Farrell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pen ,  to  report  for  duty 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

Mound  City,  July  7,  186 

Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  proceed  with  the 
vessel  under  your  command,  the  Peri ,  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and 
report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  commanding  Fourth 
District  Mississippi  Squadron  at  that  place,  for  such  duty  as  he  may 
assign  you. 
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On  your  way  down  you  will  take  every  precaution  to  guard  against 
accidents  or  surpises  by  the  enemy.  Never  tie  up  to  the  bank  at 
night-  unless  it  can  not  be  avoided,  and  then  bright  lookouts  must 
be  kept. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  -Pen nock, 

Fleet  Captain  and.  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  M.  Farrell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Peri. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  referring  to 

certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  7,  186 If. 

Sir  :  The  Sibyl  arrived  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  6th  and,  leaving  her  dis¬ 
patches,  proceeded  down  river.  As  you  direct  me  to  send  the  ves¬ 
sels  ordered  to  my  assistance  back  to  their  stations  when  no  longer 
required,  I  informed  Captain  Greer  that  the  water  in  White  and 
Arkansas  rivers  was.  falling  so  rapidly  I  thought  only  one  of  the 
two  boats,  Mound  City  or  Pittsburg ,  would  be  needed^  and  that-  if 
the  other  should  be  required,  I  would  send  for  her. 

I  understand  that  the  Kickapoo  is  ready,  except  in  officers  and 
men.  As  you  told  me  I  should  have  her  till  the  Cincinnati  should 
be  ready,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  you  can  put  officers  and  men 
enough  on  board  to  bring  her  to  this  place ;  I  can  supply  the  remain¬ 
ing  deficiency .  She  would  be  worth  at  least  two  of  the  Pooks  in 
White  River,  where  their  vulnerable  sides  are  exposed  to  field  ar¬ 
tillery. 

The  Lexington  answers  well  to  guard  this  station,  but  is  useless 
for  other  purposes,  or  nearly  so.  Part  of  her  people  can  go  tem¬ 
porarily  to  the  Kickapoo ,  and  Captain  Bache  or  myself  would  be 
with  her  most  of  the  time  up  White  River. 

I  can  put  a  reliable  officer  on  board  as  executive,  to  be  left  in 
charge  when  I  am  absent,  unless  you  have  a  captain  for  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant -C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
location  of  certain  vessels  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  7,  186  1^. 

Sir:  The  Carondelet.  Naumkeag ,  and  Silver  Cloud  are  stationed 
at  Clarendon  and  vicinity.  The  Tyler  and  Fawn  went  up  on  the  5th 
instant,  taking  up  $2,50(3,000  in  charge  of  19  paymasters,  and  also  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  General  Canby,  who  was  in  great  haste. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


468 

The  general  has  undoubted  information  that  the  enemy  is  con¬ 
centrating  all  his  force  against  General  Steele.  I  was  at  Napoleon 
yesterday.  The  enemy  has  pickets  a  few  miles  out  and  allows  no 
communication  between  the  town  and  country  back.  Marmaduke, 
at  last  advices,  was  at  Red  Fork,  and  the  Arkansas  is  becoming 
low  again. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.S.Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information  regard¬ 
ing  affairs  in  White  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  7, 186  If. 

Sir:  The  Sibyl  has  just  arrived  with  a  dispatch  for  me  to  send  up 
two  ironclads  to  Captain  Phelps.  . 

I  also  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Captain  Phelps;  it  explains 
itself.  The  order  for  the  Neosho  seems  to  have  been  overlooked.  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  send  the  Sibyl  to  you  with  the  letter  of  Captain 
Phelps,  as"  it  explains  the  necessity  of  the  situation.  Please  return 
the  letter  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient- .servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Gomdg.  Benton  and  Fifth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron , 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette. 


f  Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  5,  186  If. 

Sir  :  I  have  a  communication  from  the  admiral,  advising  me  that 
he  has  ordered  the  Neosho ,  Mound  City ,  and  Pittsburg  to  come  up 
to  my  assistance  in  White  River,  and  that  I  must  order  them  back  to 
their  stations  when  I  can  spare  them.  The  first-named  we  need  very 
much,  but  I  anticipate  that  both  of  the  others,  on  account  of  the 
falling  water,  will  hardly  be  required.  If  you  will  send  one  of  them 
now,  I  will,  should  the  other  be  needed,  send  a  dispatch  vessel  to  you 
for  it.  Before  the  rebels  had  succeeded  in  removing  the  Queen  Citffs 
battery,  the  Tyler,  with  the  Fawn  and  Naumkeag ,  went  down  from 
Devall’s  Bluff,  attacked  them,  and,  after  a  sharp  fight,  drove  them 
off,  recapturing  everything  taken  from  one  vessel,  but  she  was  fired, 
burned,  and  blown  up. 

Marmaduke,  with  8,000  men  and  40  pieces  of  artillery,  threatens 
White  River  upon  the  west  bank,  while  Shelby,  with  2,500,  is  still 
upon  the  east  bank.  General  Steele’s  position  at  Little  Rock  is  a 
very  isolated  one,  and  his  communications  are  easily  cut. 
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I  have  no  news  outside  of  the  above  and  such  as  the  newspapers 
give. 

I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- C  ornmander. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron ,  Gunboat  Benton. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
T  olunteer  Lieutenant  Langthome ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Mound  City ,  to  report  for  duty  in  White  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  7,  1861h 

Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Forest  Rose ,  proceed  to 
White  River  without  delay  and  report  to  Captain  Phelps  for  duty. 
You  can  press  any  steamer  to  assist  in  getting  you  up  river.  Tell 
the  captain  of  the  Forest  Rose  about  the  condition  of  affairs  at  your 
present  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Fifth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Langthorne, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City. 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock)  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Peri. 

Mound  City,  July  8,  186 J. 

Sir  :  The  U.  S.  S.  Peri  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty 
in  the  Fourth  District. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  P.  Foster, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Lafayette  and  4th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ornmander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
withdrawal  of  vessels  from  White  River  on  account  of  falling 
water. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  8 , 186  f. 
Sir:  The  Carondelet  has  arrived  to-day  from  Clarendon,  having 
been  forced  to  come  out  of  the  river  by  reason  of  falling  water.  A 
rapid  fall  in  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers  has  drained  the 
water  off  from  the  lower  part  of  White  River,  while  a  good  stage 
remains  in  it  a  hundred  miles  above  the  mouth,  where  it  is  less  influ¬ 
enced  by  these  causes.  The  Tyler  I  expect  out  to-night,  and  she  will 
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be  unable  to  return  up  it  again.  The  N eosho  will  be  able  to  stay  up 
a  short  time  only,  and  then  light  tinclads  are  alone  likely  to  be  able 
to  navigate  it.  Of  these  I  have  three  ;  the  Hastings  can  not  be 
counted,  drawing  too  much  water,  and  one  repairing  at  Memphis. 

I  am.  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  A  any,  to  Major- 
Oeneral  Steele ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  movement  of  the  enemy 
across  the  Arkansas  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Mouth  of  White  River ,  July  9 ,  ISOf. 
General:  A  portion,  if  not  all,  of  Fagan’s  force  crossed  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  River  on  Wednesday  last.  The  person  reporting  it  is  known  to 
me,  and  I  deem  him  reliable.  He  saw  10  pieces  of  artillery  (all 
brass,  he  thinks)  going  to  the  ferry.  Four  thousand  cavalry,  they 
told  him,  were  with  the  force,  and  he  thinks  the  whole  number  of 
men  with  Fagan  6,000  to  7,000.'  Four  hundred  had  crossed  at  10  a.  m. 
when  he  was  at  the  ferrv.  Wednesday  morning,  and  they  expected  to 
cross  2,000  to  3,000  that  day.  They  had  flats  for  crossing  cannon,  etc. 
Fagan’s  headquarters  were  at  a  Mr.  Douglass’s,  some  35  miles  below 
Pine  Bluff,  where  he  sa w  the  general.  All  the  enemy  had  left  Red 
Fork  Landing  for  South  Bend,  and  all  whom  he  saw  were  moving  in 
that  direction.  Shelby  was  near  Augusta  four  or  five  days  since. 
My  informant  says  Fagan’s  men  are  full  of  going  to  Missouri. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-C ommamder ,  Division  Commander. 

Major-General  F.  Steele,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas ,  Little  Rock. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
the  Sixth  District ,  regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  S kip-wit Ds  Landing ,  July  9 , 186^. 
»ir:  Everything  quiet  at  this  district;  only  a  few  guerrillas  on 
both  banks,  from  Napoleon  to  Cypress  Creek,  in  Arkansas,  and  Green¬ 
ville  to  Memphis.  The  rebels  continue  in  this  neighborhood  and  fre¬ 
quently  visit,  in  ones  and  twos,  the  Duncan  House.  They  steal  noth¬ 
ing  but  mules,  watches,  horses,  and  money.  The  steamer  Freestone 
has  permission  to  get  on  board  some  cotton  about  Eggs  Point  under 
the  surveillance  of  the  Prairie  Bird l  No  trade  boats  in  this  district, 
saving  at  Goodrich’s  and  Vicksburg.  I  have  not  had  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Scanlan  examined,  as  he  is  too  sick,  and  I  have  to  send  him  to 
the  hospital.  I  am  very  much  in  want  of  a  surgeon.  I  have  never 
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received  back  any  of  the  men  sent  to  the  hospital  from  this  vessel. 
I  have  not  seen  the  mortar  boats  at  Vicksburg  since  the  22d  May.  I 
shall  visit  them  some  time  this  month,  if  I  can  get  through  with  all 
the  examinations.  The  wood  yard  at  76  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
rebels,  and  the  white  man  in  charge,  Mr.  Waddell,  has  been  hung. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an 
attach  upon  the  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon  below  ShipwilKs  Landing. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  ShipwiWs  Landing ,  July  9 , 186 L 
Sir:  Captain  Tennyson,  commanding  the  General  Lyon ,  has  just 
reported  to  me  having  been  fired  into  at  Cammack’s,  22  miles  below 
here,  and  at  head  of  Stack  Island,  8  miles  below.  This  force  must 
have  crossed  Steele’s  Bayou  at  Tallulah  bridge,  as  it  is  the  only  place 
to  cross  below  Turnsbull  Ferry,  12  miles  north  of  this.  A  small  force 
here  of  infantry  and  cavalry  will  protect  all  the  country  this  side  of 
Deer  Creek  ancl  Steele’s  Bayou. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommander ,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C '  ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
conditions  in  the  White  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  July  10 ,  186 f. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  began  crossing  the  Arkansas  River  at  South  Bend 
on  last  Wednesday,  6th  instant.  The  last  convoy  arrived  at  Devall’s 
Bluff  during  Friday  night,  and  was  but  slightly  molested  by  the 
rebels.  I  have  dispatched  another  convoy  this  morning,  and  feel 
considerable  apprehension  in  regard  to  it.  The  Fawn  and  Naum- 
heag  have  the  transports  in  charge.  The  Tyler  accompanied  the 
fleet  past  Prairie  Landing,  22  miles  up,  but  she  can  not  now  reach 
St.  Charles,  the  dangerous  point  at  present. 

I  ordered  Master  Commanding  Grace  to  turn  back  at  once  should 
he  learn  that  the  enemy  had  reached  White  River  anywhere  above 
him.  I  presume  Devall’s  Bluff  is  the  present  point  to  be  attacked, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  get  those  gunboats  and  the  Silver  Cloud  there 
to  assist  in  its  defense.  The  General  Lyon  reports  that  the  Mound 
City  will  be  here  to-night  and  the  Neosho  to-morrow.  This  latter 
one  will  be  of  great  service,  but  the  former  can  only  operate  should 
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the  enemy  undertake  to  locate  himself  at  Prairie  Landing.  TV  e 
much  need  two  more  tinclads.  Under  present  circumstances  not  less 
than  three  in  company  should  move  on  the  river,  and  to  do  the  duty 
of  convoying  requires  two  sets  of  boats,  one  to  ascend  as  the  other 
descends  the  river.  TVhen  the  Exchange  returns  from  lepaiung  I 
shall  have  four  only  for  the  service.  This  vessel  might  be  assigned 
that  duty  but  for  her  draft  of  water,  which  within  five  or  sis  days, 
the  river  falling  as  at  present,  will  shut  her  out.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  present  crisis  will  have  passed  within  two  weeks’  time,,  as 
land  forces  by  that  time  must  come  to  a  trial  of  the  question  which 
is  to  occupy  Little  Rock  and  White  River. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknoioledging  the  prompt  compliance  with 
his  request  for  cooperation  in  the  Gulf. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  July  10,  186 A 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  1st  instant  (in  reply  to  mine  of  the  24th 
ultimo),  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  monitors  Chickasaw  and 
Winnebago  have  been  sent  to  cooperate  in  the  shallow  water  of 
Mississippi  Sound,  “in  connection  with  some  operations  soon  to  be 
undertaken  by  your  (my)  command.” 

Orders  recently  received  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  have 
caused  the  transfer  from  this  division  of  quite  a  large  number  of 
troops,  in  consequence  of  which  the  force  intended  for  operations 
against  Mobile  has  been  materially  reduced.  The  ironclads  will, 
however,  be  able  to  do  good  service,  and  I  desire  to  express  my  obli¬ 
gations  for  the  promptness  with  which  you  were  good  enough  to 
comply  with  my  request. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  M ound  City ,  III. 


* 


Order  of  Major-Genercd  Steele,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Anderson, 
U.  S.  Army,  discussing  the  movement  of  transport  Commercial 
from  White  River  without  convoy. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  July  12,  186 A 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Commercial  going  out  of  the 
river  if  the  commander  of  the  gunboat  fleet  thinks  it  safe,  but  I  can 
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not  countermand  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department.  It  appears 
to  me  that  100  riflemen  at  St.  Charles  could  do  great  damage  to  a 
transport  without  convoy,  but  I  submit  the  matter  to  the  decision 
of  Captain  Grace,  commanding  gunboat,  who  knows  better  than  my¬ 
self  whether  or  not  any  danger  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Very  respectfully, 


G.  W.  Anderson, 

Dev  all’s  Bluff . 


F.  Steele,  Major-General. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Baldwin ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Romeo ,  of  the  capture  of  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Major-General 

Marmaduke ,  G.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Romeo, 

Off  Island  No.  82 ,  July  13 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  instant  I  sent  an  armed  force,  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  R.  P.  Shaw,  to  the  house  of  Colonel  Llewellyn,  opposite 
this  island.  The  party  captured  Captain  E.  B.  Burr,  of  Major- 
General  Marmaduke’s  reserve  staff,  and  forwarded  him  to  you  per 
the  U.  S.  S.  Brown. 

No  documents  found  upon  the  captain,  but  a  sick  leave  of  absence. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Thomas  Baldwin, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

0 ommandant  of  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Master  Glenney ,  U.  S.  Ncuvy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Hurricane  Island  and  relieve  the  U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  13 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  You  will  immediately  proceed  to  Hurricane  Island  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  Forest  Rose;  coal  at  that  point.  The  barge  there  is  said  to 
be  in  bad  condition;  try  and  save  it;  perhaps  a  bulkhead  might  be 
built  to  be  of  service.  If  you  can  do  no  better,  run  it  into  shoal 
water,  and  we  can  shift  the  coal  into  another  barge  when  the  river 
falls. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Forest  Rose ,  resume  your  old  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Diet.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  showing  the 
distribution  of  vessels  in  First ,  Second ,  T hird ,  awe?  A ourth  districts. 


U.  S.  S.  Kenwood, 

(9/  Morgcmza ,  July  13 , 186%. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  to  you  the  Winnebago,  Chick¬ 
asaw,  and  General  Bragg  have  gone  to  New  Orleans  in  obedience  to 
your  orders.  I  have  also  sent  the  Neosho  to  White  River  to  report 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  in  obedience  to  an  order  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  directed  to  Lieutenant-Commander 

Greer.  . 

By  the  removal  of  these  four  vessels,  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth 
districts  have  been  greatly  impaired  in  their  efficiency,  as  the  rebels 
have  ceased  to  have  the  respect  for  tinclads  they  once  had.  I  have 
made  such  alterations  in  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  districts  as 
I  think  best  for  the  defense  of  the  river,  taking  care  not  to  move  any 
vessels  out  of  the  districts  where  you  have  placed  them  except  m 
cases  of  necessity.  The  Fort  ILindman  is  now  stationed  in  the  Fourth 
District  on  temporary  service.  I  intend  ordering  one  of  the  boats  from 
the  First  District  to  cruise  between  Donaldsonville  and  Plaquemine. 

Most  of  the  vessels  in  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  districts 
are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  At  the  expiration  of  one  month  several 
of  the  vessels  will  not  have  men  to  work  their  batteries.  The  Lafay¬ 
ette  at  the  present  time  is  60  men  short.  I  can  only  work  my  forward 
and  stern  batteries  by  shifting  my  guns’  crews.  I  am  now  at  Mor- 
ganza  for  the  purpose  of  getting  some  men  from  the  Army,  but 
think  it  extremely  doubtful  as  to  my  success  in  procuring  any.  The 
vessels  of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  districts  are  stationed 
as  follows,  viz : 

First  District. — Alexandria,  between  New  Orleans  and  Bonnet 
Carre;  General  Price ,  between  Bonnet  Carre  and  College  Point; 
Argosy  between  College  Point  and  Donaldsonville. 

Second  District. — Kenwood,  at  Baton  Rouge,  to  cruise  up  or  down 
as  I  may  direct;  Nymph,  between  Lobdell’s  Store  and  Waterloo; 
Lafayette ,  at  Bayou  Sara ;  Avenger ,  at  Morgan  Bend. 

Third  District. — Ozark,  at  Ratliff’s  Landing,  or  Head  of  Tunica 
Island;  Naiad,  2  miles  above  Tunica  village;  Gazelle,  at  the  mouth 
of  Red  River,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  torpedo  boats;  Choctaw , 
Samson,  and  carpenter  shops,  at  Acklin’s  [Ackland’s]  plantation; 
Neosho,  3  miles  below  Fort  Adams  (now  absent  on  temporary  duty 
at  White  River) . 

F mirth  District — Chillicothe,  at  Fort  Adams;  Fort  Hindman ,  in 
Dead  Man’s  Bend;  Champion,  at  Ellis  Cliffs. 

This  is  the  best  distribution  I  can  make  until  all  the  absent  vessels 
return  to  their  respective  districts.  I  regret  to  inform  you,  it  is 
impossible  to  comply  at  present  with  your  order  to  put  a  chain  across 
the  mouth  of  Red  River,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  impossible 
to  procure  a  chain  in  this  squadron. 

The  water  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  does  not  exceed  3 
feet,  and,  from  present  appearances,  will  entirely  close. up  in  a  short 
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time,  as  the  bar  seems  to  be  filling  out  entirely  across  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  P.  Foster, 
Lieutenant-C  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Lien  tenant- C  ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign 
O’Neill,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  duty  at  Grand  Gulf ,  Miss. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  July  13,  186 A 

Sir  :  P  on  will  proceed  to  Grand  Gulf  with  your  vessel  without 
delay  and  report  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg,  for  service,  delivering  the  accompanying  dispatches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Iloel,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Yazoo  City  on 
convoy  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  13, 186 4.  t 
Sir:  General  Slocum,  who  has  gone  out  from  Vicksburg  on  an 
expedition,  is  in  need  of  rations,  and  wishes  a  supply  by  way  of 
Yazoo  City,  and  1  have  been  called  upon  to  afford  convoy  to  a 
transport.  I  purpose  sending  the  Forest  Rose  and  Curlew,  under 
your  command.  You  will  please  start  immediately,  taking  the 
Forest  Rose  from  Hurricane  Island,  to  which  place  I  shall  send  the 
Rattler  to  relieve  her. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Vicksburg  inform  the  commanding  officer 
of  your  arrival,  also  Colonel  Rodgers,  General  Slocum’s  acting  ad¬ 
jutant-general.  Hurry  up  the  matter  and  get  back  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  sending  the  Curlew  down  to  me  with  your  report.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  tell  you  to  be  prudent.  I  think  you  had  better  take  your 
quarters  on  the  Forest  Rose,  as  she  has  had  so  many  changes  among 
her  officers,  the  men  will  need  a  strong  ruling  hand. 

Captain  Johnston  can  go  on  board  the  Rattler  till  you  return,  if 
desirable. 

The  coal  barge  at  Hurricane  Island  is  said  to  be  badly  damaged; 
for  that  reason  let  the  Curlew ,  etc.,  coal  there.  Advise  the  captain 
of  the  Rattler  about  saving  the  barge.  I  send  a  letter  for  Colonel 
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Rodgers,  which  please  deliver.  Do  not  delay  one  moment  for  cotton 
or  anything  of  that  kind. 

'  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Hoel, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Slocum ,  U.  S.  Army,  acceding  to  request  for  convoy  of  a 
transport  to  Yazoo  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  July  13, 186 If. 

Colonel:  I  have  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  asking  for  convoy  to  a  transport  to  go  to  Yazoo  City  with 
rations  for  General  Slocum.  I  send  up  the  Forest  Rose  and  Curlew , 
in  command  of  Captain  Hoel,  who  will  confer  with  you  on  the 
subject. 

I  would  like  the  boats  back  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  need  them  in 
this  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General 

General  Slocum’s  Staff,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
,  commissioning  of  U.  S.  steamers  General  Grant ,  General  Sherman, 

General  Burnside,  and  General  T homes. 

IT.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Ohio  River,  July  lJj,  186 .j. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  steamers  General 
Grant  and  General  Sherman  will  be  put  in  commission  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  20th  proximo,  and  go  into  active  serviee. 

The  other  two — the  General  Burnside  and  General  Thomas — will 
follow  in  a  day  or  so  after. 

The  General  Thomas  has  been  patrolling  the  river  for  some  weeks, 
but  not  regularly  in  commission.  She  will  now  be  relieved  by  the 
Grant  and  Sherman,  get  her  regular  battery,  officers,  etc.,  and  go 
into  commission  regularly. 

All  the  boats  have  their  complete  complement  of  officers,  lists  of 
which  will  be  sent  in  very  soon,  together  with  muster  rolls,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding  officer 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  National ,  to  proceed  with  mail  and  supplies 
for  the  fleet. 

Mound  City,  July  15, 186 1^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  river,  carrying  the  mails  and  stores 
for  the  fleet. 

Take  convoy  past  dangerous  places  going  and  coming,  and  if  you 
are  attacked  by  the  rebels,  do  not  stop  to  fight,  but  proceed  on. 
After^performing  the  above  duty,  you  will  return  to  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  New  National, 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Woods ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ZJ.  S.  S.  Kickapoo , 
to  proceed  to  mouth  of  Red  River. 


July  15,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  the 
mouth  of  Red  River  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P. 
Foster,  to  relieve  the  Neosho.  In  case  Captain  Foster  is  not  at  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  you  will  report  to  the  senior  officer  at  that  place 
and  report  to  Captain  Foster  by  letter. 

In  going  down  the  river  you  will  keep  a  bright  lookout,  and  keep 
your  vessel  in  readiness  in  case  of  attack. 

Do  not  run  in  the  night  when  there  is  any  possibility  of  running 
aground,  and  never  tie  up  to  the  bank. 

Respectfully,  etc. 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Woods, 

C ommanding  Kickapoo. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Neosho  for  duty 
in  White  River. 

July  15,  1864. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Kickapoo ,  you  will  send  the  Neosho 
up  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps  for  duty  in  the 
Seventh  District  (White  River). 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  1st ,  2d,  3d,,  and  fth  Districts  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

affairs  of  his  district. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

White  River  Station,  July  15,  186 f. 

Sib:  The  Neosho  has  just  come  in  sight  below.  I  sent  the  B  back 
for  her  night  before  last,  and  she  is  coming,  towed  by  that  vessel. 
Ten  days  have  elapsed  since  the  Sibyl  passed  down,  and  the  distance 
the  Neosho  has  come  up  is  only  about  400  miles.  I  do  not  know  the 
tenor  of  your  orders  in  regard  to  her.  The  Mound  City  has  been 
here  five  days,  but  the  stage  of  water  in  White  River  is  not  sufficient 
for  her  to  go  up  many  miles,  and  we  have  had  a  heavy  convoy  here 
which  could  not  go  till  the  Neosho  arrived,  by  which  delay  stock  and 
cavalry  horses  have  been  much  injured.  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to 
detain  the  Peri  for  this  trip,  on  account  of  the  threatening  appear¬ 
ances  along  White  River  ancl  the  value  of  the  transportation  going; 
she  will  come  out  at  once  and  proceed  to  her  station.  I  have  urged 
Captain  Pattison  to  hurry  the  repairs  on  the  Exchange  and  send  her 
down  to  me.  No  advices  have  been  received  from  the  last  convoy 
sent  up.  Firing  occurred  during  the  first  night  and  following  morn¬ 
ing  after  it  left,  heard  by  the  soldiers  on  shore.  I  had  no  force  to 
send  up  to  ascertain  the  cause,  as  it  will  not  do  to  permit  a  single 
tinclad  to  run  on  the  river  now.  They  should  go  at  least  in  pairs. 
Two  more  are  much  needed.  The  Tennessee  is  low  now,  and  I  pre¬ 
sume  the  vessels  can  not  navigate  it  to  much  purpose  for  awhile. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  should  add  that  the  amount  of  supplies,  reinforcements, 
etc.,  going  forward  to  General  Steele  is  much  larger  than  usual. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 


Report  of  LAeutenant-C ommander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
request  of  Major-General  Slocum ,  U.  S.  Army,  for  convoy  of  a 
transport  to  Yazoo  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  July  16,  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  few  days  ago  I  received 
a  communication  from  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Slo¬ 
cum,  commanding  district  of  Vicksburg,  stating  that  General  Slocum 
had  gone  on  an  expedition  toward  Jackson,  and  wished  to  be  supplied 
with  rations  by  way  of  Yazoo  City,  and  asking  for  convoy  for  the 
boat.  As  it  seemed  to  require  immediate  attention,  instead  of  re¬ 
ferring  the  matter  to  Captain  Owen,  in  whose  district  the  Yazoo  is, 
I  sent  the  Forest  Rose  and  Curlew ,  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  of  the  Pittsburg ,  to  Vicksburg,  there  to 
consult  with  the  military  authorities  in  regard  to  the  trip  up  the 
Yazoo.  Whilst  there,  information  was  received  that  General  Slocum 
had  gone  to  the  southward  instead  of  toward  Yazoo  City,  and  had 
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struck  the  Mississippi  River  at  Grand  Gulf.  This  obviated  the  neces- 
sity  or  sending  up  Yazoo  River,  and  Captain  Hoel  returned  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  district  with  the  boats. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Captain  Hoel  by  General 
Slocum  s  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  C  omdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  July  15 ,  186 V 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Slocum 
has  arrived  with  his  command  near  Grand  Gulf,  [Miss.].  It  will 
therefore  not  be  necessary  to  send  any  supplies  up  the  river  or  detain 
your  command  longer  at  this  point.  Permit  me,  in  behalf  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  to  thank  you  for  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  you  responded  to  my  call  for  assistance. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Hoel,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Forest  Rose  and  Curlew. 


Note. — Captain  Hoel  was  sent  by  me  to  take  charge  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  referred  to. 


James  A.  Greer. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Ensign  O'1  Neill,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew ,  for 
special  duty  on  Fairchild^s  Island ,  Miss. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez ,  July  16,  186 J. 

Sir  :  I  wish  you  to  clean  out  the  lower  end  of  Fairchild’s  Island. 
Give  these  people  forty-eight  hours  to  leave,  then  destroy  the  shanty. 
Do  not  touch  the  main  house  on  the  island,  occupied  by  a  man 
named  Mathers.  Watch  that  point  closely;  also  about  Waterproof. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Benton  and  Fifth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Curlew. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  July  16,  186 lh 
(Received  18  th.) 

Phelps  reports  that  the  enemy  has  crossed  the  Arkansas  at  South 
Bend,  He  thinks  Devall’s  Bluff  is  the  present  point  to  be  attacked, 
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and  asks  for  two  more  tinclads,  as  not  less  than  three  in  company 
should  move  on  the  river,  and  to  do  the  duty  of  convoy  requires  two 
sets  of  boats.  The  river  is  falling  and  only  light-draft  boats  can 
navigate  above  Prairie  Landing. 

A.  M.  Pennock. 

Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Perth  Amboy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Acting  Master 
Grace ,  TJ .  S.  Nmy,  advising  that  transports  be  convoyed  out  of 
White  River  at  once ,  and  giving  the  location  of  the  enemy. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  18,  186 Jj — 9:13  a.  m. 
Captain  :  I  know  of  no  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  Devall’s 
Bluff  at  present.  I  think  it  is  best  for  you  to  convoy  the  transports 
out  of  the  river  and  return  as  soon  as  practicable.  Please  let  me 
know  when  you  will  start.  There  are  rumors  of  General  Taylor’s 
approaching  Monticello  with  15,000  men.  About  1,500  of  Shelby’s 
men  are  on  this  side  of  White  River  in  the  neighborhood  of  Searcy. 
The  rest  of  his  forces  are  principally  at  Jacksonport  and  Augusta, 
a  few  miles  back  from  the  river. 

Fred.  Steele, 

.  Major-General. 

Captain  J.  R.  Grace, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Fleet ,  DevalVs  Bluff. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Dennis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  charge 
of  Eighth  District ,  regarding  location  of  vessels,  and  desiring 
further  instructions. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntress,  July  19,  186 4. 
Sir  :  When  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell,  commander  of 
the  Eighth  District,  left  my  vessel  on  his  leave  of  absence,  he  directed 
a^t^ie  senlor  officer  on  duty  in  the  district  to  receive  and  forward 
all  official  papers  coming  from  subordinates  to  his  address,  and  also 
when  the  Carondelet  returned  to  the  district  from  White  River,  to 
station  the  vessels  as  they  had  been  previous  to  the  temporary  with¬ 
drawal  of  that  vessel  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps.  I  have  up 
to  this  tune  conformed  to  those  orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Mitchell,  and  the  vessels  are  again  at  their  stations,  viz :  The  Caron¬ 
delet  between  Memphis  and  Osceola ;  the  New  Era  between  Osceola 
and  Tiptonville,  and  the  Himtress  between  Tiptonville  and  Columbus. 

J  am  now  desirous  of  further  instructions  from  the  commander 
of  the  Mississippi  Squadron  as  to  my  future  conduct.  I  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive  and  forward  papers  from  the  Carondelet  and  New 
Lra  as  heretofore  until  further  orders,  and  keep  the  commandants 
ot  those  vessels  instructed  as  to  the  duties  required  of  them,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  informed  thereof  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Dennis. 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Himtress. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  481 

Report  of  Assistant  Quartermaster  Brooks ,  Marine  Brigade ,  making 
statements  regarding  its  organization  and  usefulness. 

New  Albany,  July  19,  186 A 

General:  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  your  office 
on  the  8th  instant,  we  had  some  conversation  on  the  subject  of  the 
Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  its  usefulness,  management,  etc.  On 
leaving,  you  requested  me  to  put  the  substance  of  my  remarks  in  writ¬ 
ing  and  send  to  you,  which  I  shall  now  do  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  it. 

The  idea  of  such  an  organization  Avas  well  conceived ;  it  can  do  a 
work  in  keeping  the  river  clear  of  guerrillas  which  can  not  be  done 
in  any  other  way  without  a  large  and  almost  impracticable  expendi¬ 
ture  of  men  and  money. 

When  the  organization  was  authorized  in  December,  1862,  there 
was  a  necessity  of  it  being  got  to  work  as  soon  as  possible.  General 
Ellet  was  ordered  to  recruit  the  men  for  it,  as  men  could  not  then  be 
detached  from  other  service  for  that.  Recruiting  Avas  difficult,  and 
was  progressing  so  slowly  that  the  boats  were  likely  to  remain  for 
some  time  idle  for  the  want  of  men,  when  an  order  was  obtained  to 
recruit  from  convalescents  from  the  hospitals. 

This  was  done,  and  has  been  of  great  disadvantage  to  the  fleet. 
Many  of  the  men  thus  recruited,  though  thought  to  be  fit  for  that 
duty,  were  found  to  be  unserA-iceable.  Many  more  had  contracted  the 
lazy  and  Aucious  habits  which  are  found  among  the  loungers  about 
our  hospitals,  and  the  result  was  that  the  brigade  started  out  with 
very  poor  material  for  a  good  command.  I  think  much  that  has  been 
said  to  disparage  the  command  has  not  resulted  so  much  from  fault 
or  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  as  from  the  kind  of  men 
of  AAfhich  it  is  composed.  Notwithstanding  these  defects,  I  doubt 
if  any  portion  of  the  Army,  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of  men  and 
money  to  the  Government,  has  accomplished  more.  I  doubt  whether, 
without  this,  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  could- have  been  kept 
open. 

The  boats  have  been  kept  running  up  and  down  the  river,  landing 
at  points  most  infested  by  guerrillas,  and  folloAving  them  into  the 
interior  and  scattering  and  cutting  them  up.  At  points  Avhere  the 
people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  harboring  them,  they  have  occasion¬ 
ally  landed  and,  after  driving  off  the  guerrillas,  burned  the  houses 
or  villages.  Where  points  in  the  river  have  been  particularly  infested 
and  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  these  men,  it  has  been  necessary  at 
times  to  station  one  or  more  boats  to  keep  the  river  clear.  This  kind 
of  service,  though  very  necessary  and  useful,  is  not  the  kind  which 
makes  much  noise  in  the  newspapers.  The  brigade  could  be  made 
more  efficient  and  useful  with  the  present  number  of  boats  by  increas¬ 
ing  the  number  of  men  in  the  command  without  a  large  increase  of 
expenditure. 

Respectfully,  yours,  James  Brooks, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C . 
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Report  of  Brigadier- General  Gordon ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  condi¬ 
tions  in  White  River  and  vicinity. 


Steamer  Continental, 

Mouth  of  White  River,  July  19,  186  If. 

General:  I  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to-night.  Captain 
Phelps,  commanding  naval  boats,  reports  that  communication  with 
Devall’s  Bluff  is  open  and  undisturbed.  Rumors  of  troops  concen¬ 
trating  at  Batesville  and  Jacksonport  reach  him.  I  have  this  same 
information  through  intercepted  letters  in  possession  of  General 
Washburn.  Object,  to  invade  Missouri.  Captain  Phelps  has  rumors 
of  a  pontoon  train  being  laid  across  the  Arkansas  at  Arkansas  Post. 
He  thinks  that  this  may  mean  to  occupy  St.  Charles,  on  White  River. 
He  estimates  the  force  at  Arkansas  Post  at  from  5,000  to  6,000. 

General  Steele  telegraphs  that  it  is  rumored  that  General  Dick 
Taylor  is  at  Monticello.  I  have  seen  General  Lee,  who  arrived  here 
yesterday.  He  received  the  impression  that  General  Steele’s  com¬ 
munications  are  not  endangered.  Having  just  arrived,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  give  any  facts  other  than  those  mentioned  to  support  my 
opinion  that  Missouri  is  the  theater  of  rebel  action,  and  that  General 
Steele’s  communications  are  no  more  threatened  than  they  were  a 
month  ago.  The  presence  of  a  rebel  force  on  the  right  or  left  bank  of 
the  Arkansas  would  threaten  but  not  endanger  General  Steele’s  com¬ 
munications.  But  one  battery  has  arrived.  I  shall  send  word  to 
General  Bailey  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  when  sent  for. 
I  will  advise  you  of  any  further  facts  and  of  all  movements. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  H.  Gordon. 


Major-General  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Steele,  U .  S.  Army,  regarding  conditions  in  White  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Off  Mouth  of  White  River,  July  20, 186 If. 
General:  I  enclose  a  communication  which,  in  some  way,  was 
overlooked  when  the  last  convoy  went  up.  In  various  ways  I  learn 
that  the  enemy  is  in  occupation  of  Arkansas  Post,  and  is  making 
preparations  which  appear  to  point  to  the  making  of  that  post  a 
secure  place  of  retreat  across  the  Arkansas.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
numerous  parties  of  rebels  are  crossing  White  River.  It  would  seem 
to  me  equally  probable  that  the  enemy  may  design  interrupting  your 
communications  or  going  to  Missouri.  In  either  event  he  will  occupy 
a  point  on  White  River,  and  St.  Charles  would  or  should  be  that 
point.  General  Gordon  will  notify  you  of  the  measures  he  intends  to 
adopt.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  want  of  water  in  the  river  is  likelv 
to  force  out  all  the  vessels  we  have  of  any  service  except  in  a  guerrilla 
warfare.  The  ironclad  now  at  the  Bluff  is  the  lightest  draft  boat  we 
have  of  the  heavy  order,  and  she  must  come  out  for  want  of  water. 
The  occupation  of  St.  Charles  will  facilitate  your  communications. 
We  will  patrol  the  river  between  there  and  Clarendon  with  tinclads. 
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and  let  the  transports  pass  back  and  forth  without  convoy.  St. 
Claries  is  a  strong  point,  and  one  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
permit  the  enemy  to  occupy.  If  we  only  had  a  few  good  light-draft 
gunboats,  they,  together  with  the  occupation  of  that  point  as  pro¬ 
posed,  would  render  the  navigation  of  White  River  secure. 

4  oui  letter  of  the  5th  instant  only  reached  me  to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,,  .  „  ,  ^  S.  L.  Phelps. 

Major-General  F.  Steele,  U.  S.  Army, 

C  ommanding'  Department  of  Arkansas. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Ganby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Porter ,  U .  A.  Navy ,  regarding  transfers  from  the  Army  to  the 

Navy. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  July  21,  1864- 

Admiral:  Your  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  relating  to 
transfers  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy  and  requesting  my  cooperation 
in.  executing  the  orders  of  the  Departments  on  the  subject,  was  re¬ 
ceived  a  few  days  ago. 

Enclosed  please  find  copies  of  General  Orders  No.  19,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  remove  any  difficulties  that  may  have  existed  in  effecting 
these  transfers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-  G  eneral. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Flagship 

Black  Hawk ,  off  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burris ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  coopera¬ 
tion  given  by  the  TJ .  S.  S.  Huntress  in  scouting  expedition  on  Island 
No.  8. 

Headquarters  Second  Subdistrict, 

In  the  Field ,  New  Madrid ,  Mo.,  July  21,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  north  half  of  this  county 
and  south  half  of  Mississippi  County  have  been  thoroughly  scouted 
during  the  last  week  by  jiarties  from  this  post. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  party  under  Lieutenant  Burnett  were  kindly  furnished  trans¬ 
portation  on  board  the  gunboat  Huntress  (No.  58)  by  its  gentlemanly 
and  patriotic,  commander,  Captain  Dennis.  Lieutenant  Burnett 
landed  with  his  detachment  on  Island  No.  8  on  the  18th  instant,  and 
moved  down  the  island  on  foot.  He  came  upon  a  herd  of  horses, 
most  of  which  had  been  stolen  or  forcibly  taken  by  guerrillas  on  this 
side  and  swam  across  onto  the  island,  where  three  members  of  the 
bushwhacking  fraternity  were  guarding  them.  The  bushwhackers 
escaped,  but  18  horses  were  captured.  In  the  evening  the  detach- 
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ment,  with  the  horses  captured,  reembarked  on  board  the  gunboat 
near  the  foot  of  the  island,  and  arrived  here  the  same  night.  The 
aggregate  result  of  the  several  movements  is  2  bushwhackers  killed 
and  42  horses  and  mules  captured  and  turned  over  to  the  quarter¬ 
master  here. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Burris, 

Lieutenant-C  olonel,  Commanding  Subdistrict. 

Brigadier-General  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Commanding  St.  Lotus  District ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
additional  tinclads  for  protection  of  White  River  and  reporting 
the  reoccupation  of  Arkansas  Post  by  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Hastings,  July  22,  186 J. 
Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  I  have  been  up  White  River 
with  a  large  fleet  of  transports,  which  I  accompanied  until  safely 
past  Clarendon.  The  Neosho  and  Peri  continued  up  to  Devall’s 
Bluff.  The  former  has  orders  to  leave  there  this  morning  to  descend 
to  St.  Charles,  where  she  will  remain  as  long  as  there  is  water  to 
float  her  in  the  river. 

The  Peri  I  have  ordered  to  proceed  to  her  station  below.  Four 
tinclads  are  now  in  White  River.  A  brigade  of  troops  has  gone  up 
to  occupy  St.  Charles  and  another  is  ordered  up  from  Vicksburg  to 
repair  to  the  same  post. 

These  brigades,  with  the  gunboats,  will  probably  be  able  to  hold 
St.  Charles  against  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring  to  attack  them. 
The  Mound  City  will  guard  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  Prairie 
Landing,  from  whence  to  St.  Charles  there  is  not  much  danger  of 
attack  by  the  enemy.  From  St.  Charles  to  Clarendon  the  stream 
must  be  heavily  patrolled,  and  I  have  not  the  requisite  force  of  light 
vessels.  This  vessel,  I  find,  when  filled  with  coal,  will  not  pass  over 
less  than  feet  water,  and  she  is  already  shut  out  of  White  River. 
Two  additional  tinclads  are  indispensable  in  this  emergency. 

The  enemy  has  reoccupied  Arkansas  Post  and  has  built  a  pontoon 
bridge,  pointing  to  operations  of  a  more  permanent  character  than 
the.  temporary  interference  with  General  Steele’s  communications,  as 
if,  in  case  of  reverse,  a  means  of  retreat  is  secured.  From  all  sources 
I  learn  that  the  enemy  contemplates  the  blockade  of  'White  River 
when  he  is  fully  ready  for  it  and  other  operations.  He  is  undoubtedly 
crossing  considerable  forces  in  small  parties  to  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  possibly  with  designs  on  Missouri. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy  to  the  chief  quarter¬ 
master  at  St.  Louis ,  offering  cooperation  in  proposed  plan  for 
supplying  Fort  Gibson. 


Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  July  22, 1864.. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
proposing'  a  way  in  which  Fort  Gibson  and  vicinity  can  be  supplied. 

I  heartily  approve  of  your  method  and  will  render  all  the  assis¬ 
tance  in  my  power. 

The  Arkansas  River  should  never  be  used,  as  it  is  very  treacherous 
and  navigable  only  about  six  weeks  in  the  year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

„  Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter  from  ifae  chief  quartermaster  at  Nashville ,  Term.,  to  Major- 
General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  suggesting  the  necessity  of  a  Navy 
patrol  in  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers. 

Nashville,  July  22,  1864- 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  call  the  attention  of  the  navy 
commander  to  the  necessity  of  patrolling  the  Cumberland  from 
Smithland  to  foot  of  Ingram’s  Shoals,  near  Canton,  and  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  from  the  mouth  to  terminus  of  Northwestern  road?  We  are 
beginning  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work  by  this  last  route,  3,000  sacks 
of  grain,  for  example,  received  this  a.  m.,  and  it  is  very  important 
to  us  now  that  the  Cumberland  is  down.  I  patrol  the  river  with  my 
gunboats  from  Nashville  to  Ingram’s  Shoals.  The  address  of  the 
naval  commander  is  Captain  Le  Roy  Fitch,  commanding  division 
gunboats,  Smithland,  Ky. 

J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  77.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
sinking  of  steamer  B.  M.  Runyan  and  rescue  of  passengers  by 
TJ.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird;  also  referring  to  steamer  R.  E.  Hill. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Skipwitbls  Landing,  July  23,  1864- 
Sir  :  A  few  guerrillas  on  both  banks  of  the  river  still  continue  to 
annoy  the  steamers.  The  B.  M.  Runyan,  with  some  500  passengers — 
soldiers  and  citizens — ran  on  a  snag  and  sunk  at  the  foot  of  Island 
No.  84.  The  Prairie  Bird  happened  to  be  near  and  succeeded  in 
saving  about  350.  About  150  were  drowned.  I  will  send  all  Govern¬ 
ment  stores  to  the  quartermaster  at  Memphis  or  Vicksburg,  and  all 
private  trunks,  boxes,  etc.,  to  Captain  Pennock.  I  did  not  permit 
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the  cotton  trading  and  freight  boat  R.  E.  Hill ,  Mr.  Lewis  in  charge,  to 
land  those  supplies  at  Columbia.  The  smaller  amounts  are  allowed  to 
land,  in  obedience  to  your  order.  In  my  opinion  such  freighting 
boats  should  not  be  allowed.  Their  object  is  money,  and  they  will 
do  things  that  are  wrong,  notwithstanding  their  protestations  and 
letters.  I  ordered  the  Hill  to  Goodrich  or  any  military  post  and  to 
dispose  of  her  cargo,  then  I  would  permit  her  to  hunt  for  cotton. 
One  hundred  men  are  absolutely  required  for  this  district.  This 
month  I  lose  28  petty  officers,  all  three-year  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-C ommcmder,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron : 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Scott ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
measures  for  restricting  illegal  traffic . 

U.  S.  Receiving  Ship  Siren, 

Cairo,  III.,  July  23, 186 f. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  my  communication  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders  there  had 
crossed  from  the  opposite  shores  some  50  persons,  whom  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  return;  for  this  purpose  I  used  the  ship’s  cutter,  taking 
care  that  they  took  nothing  in  shape  of  goods. 

Notwithstanding  our  vigilance,  I  discovered  on  the  return  of  the 
[ast  cutter  a  considerable  amount  of  powder  on  the  stem  sheets, 
which  must  have  leaked  from  a  package  concealed  in  the  clothing  of 
some  of  the  women. 

There  has  been  a  large  amount  of  trade  carried  on  with  Kentucky 
and  Missouri  for  sometime,  and  had  I  considered  myself  warranted 
in  interfering  with  said  trade,  I  should  have  done  so  long  ago. 

This  morning  I  have  sent  an  officer  with  a  boat  to  take  possession 
of  all  small  boats  along  the  shore.  This  step  I  deem  important,  as 
in  the  three  nights  past  two  boats  are  known  to  have  got  away  from 
Cairo  and  gone  down  the  Mississippi  at  a  late  hour  of  night,  which 
I  do  not  doubt  were  smugglers.  One  of  these  was  last  night,  the  boat 
containing  4  men.  It  left  the  shore  some  distance  below  this  vessel; 
chase  was  made,  and  the  boat  was  fired  upon  several  times  but 
escaped. 

At  the  request  of  General  Meredith  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders 
under  which  people  from  Missouri  and  Kentucky  have  been  allowed 
to  trade  at  this  post. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

A.  M.  Pennocic, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Naval  Station,  Mound  City,  III. 
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[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  July  83,  186 If  . 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  the  following  dispatch  from  Captain 
[Hanson]  Rasin,  assistant  quartermaster,  Smithland,  Ky. : 

There  has  been  no  gunboat  here  for  ten  days.  About  2.000  tons  of  valuable 
stores  here  and  only  a  small  force  here.  Can  you  get  the  admiral  to  send  a 
gunboat  here?  Do  you  not  think  it  unsafe  to  leave  so  large  stores  at  that  point 
without  a  guard?  Please  advise  me  your  action. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 
Colonel  and,  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  July  83,  186If. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  commanding  gunboats  on  Ohio 
River,  will  station  a  gunboat  at  Smithland  if  its  services  are  not 
urgently  required  elsewhere,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  case  at 
present.  I  do  think  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  should  be  kept 
at  Smithland  at  all  times  to  protect  the  stores  under  charge  of  the 
quartermaster. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Naval  Station. 

Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Bald¬ 
win,  tl.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the  escape  of  a  prisoner  from  transport 
W.  H.  Brown. 


Mound  City,  July  83, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  stating  the  capture 
of  Captain  E.  B.  Burr,  of  Major-General  Marmaduke’s  staff,  and  that 
you  had  forwarded  him  by  the  steamer  Brown,  has  been  received. 

I  enclose  herewith  General  Order  No.  184,*  in  regard  to  sending 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  transports.  If  you  have  ever  received  this 
order,  why  was  it  not  obeyed?  If  you  have  not  received  it  before, 
I  wish  now  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  it,  and  which  here¬ 
after  must  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

The  prisoner  above  named  jumped  overboard  and  escaped. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  Baldwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Romeo. 


See  p.  44S. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  as¬ 
signment  of  a  commanding  officer  to  one  of  the  boats  under  con¬ 
struction  at  Bridgeport ,  A  la. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Evansville ,  Ind.,  July  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  have  detached  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Glassford  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Reindeer ,  and 
ordered  him  over  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  to  take  command  of  one  of  the 
new  boats  there. 

I  want  good  reliable  men  there  to  command,  and  those  that  have 
had  experience  in  breaking  in  and  drilling  new  crews.  I  was  defi¬ 
cient  one  commanding  officer  for  these  boats,  and  knew  of  no  more 
reliable  one  than  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glassford,  who  has 
since  he  has  been  under  my  command  certainly  displayed  great 
energy  and  shown  himself  worthy  of  all  confidence. 

All  the  boats  at  Bridgeport  now  have  their  complete  complement 
of  officers,  except  acting  assistant  surgeons;  there  are  but  two  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  10  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  111. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  oper¬ 
ations  against  Confederates  in  vicinity  of  Uniontown ,  Ey. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 
Evansville,  July  24, 186 4. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  returned  from 
Uniontown,  Ky.,  where  I  have  been  for  some  time  watching  the  move¬ 
ments  of  guerrillas. 

This  portion  of  Kentucky  is  now  swarming  with  these  guerrillas 
and  they  are  getting  in  such  large  squads  that  I  am  afraid  to  leave 
this  part  of  the  river  for  the  present,  for  fear  they  will  do  serious 
damage.  I  will  therefore  return  at  once  as  soon  as  I  lighten  up  the 
boat  so  as  to  get  over  the  bars. 

Three  different  forces  of  cavalry  have  been  sent  here  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  clearing  out  the  guerrillas,  but  they  have  always  been  them¬ 
selves  defeated  and  driven  off. 

The  river  is  going  to  be  very  low  this  year,  lower,  I  think,  than  it 
has  been  for  years;  even  now  there  is  less  water  than  last  year  as 
late  as  September.  Notwithstanding  the  low  stage  of  water,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  keep  the  river  clear,  and  if  I  fail  it  will  not  be  for  want 
of  exertion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T  .  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City,  III. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports 
regarding  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine ,  July  25,  186/ \. 

Perth  Amboy,.  August  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  report  of  the  sinking  of  the 
Undine  (gunboat),  which  went  down  on  a  snag  in  the  Tennessee 
River.  She  was  finally  raised  and  got  afloat  by  the  exertions  of  her 
officers  under  circumstances  which  reflect  great  credit  on  her  com¬ 
mander. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  August  7, 1864- 

Sir  :  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  professional  skill  and  ability 
displayed  by  Acting  Master  John  L.  Bryant,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S. 
Undine ,  in  saving  his  vessel  from  total  destruction.  Upon  arriving 
at  Clifton,  I  found  that  he  had  already  built  a  bulkhead  around  the 
creek,  had  landed  his  stores,  guns,  and  ammunition,  that  he  had  taken 
some  60  bales  of  cotton  and  built  a  substantial  breastwork  and 
mounted  his  guns.  Had  it  not  been  for  Captain  Bryant,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  would  have 
surrendered  to  Colonel  Biffle. 

The  bow  of  the  Undine  was  in  14  feet  of  water,  her  stem  ashore  in 
2-J  feet,  while  her  knuckle  amidships  rested  upon  a  log.  He  had 
rigged  spars  and  hoisted  her  bows  up  until  all  her  lines  were  straight, 
and  this  saved  her  from  breaking  in  two. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  admiral  the 
faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Undine  worked  and  stood  by  their  vessel. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jason  Goucly 
and  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Swendson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Fairy,  for 
valuable  assistance  upon  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-G ommander ,  Commanding  8th  and  9th  Districts. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Undine, 

Paducah,  Ky .,  August  4-, 186. !h 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine, 
under  my  command,  was  sunk  off  Clifton,  Tenn.,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  25th  of  July,  1864. 

While  backing  off  from  landing,  she  struck  a  snag.  I  immediately 
rigged  spars  and  used  every  effort  to  get  her  afloat,  but  without  sue- 
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cess.  Her  head  swung  off,  and  I  then  found  that  her  hull  was  resting 
upon  a  log  about  amidships,  the  roots  of  which  had  penetrated 
through  her  bottom,  and  was  rapidly  filling  with  water  and  sinking. 
I  immediately  set  all  hands  at  work  pumping  and  bailing,  but  hav¬ 
ing  no  steam  pump  except  the  doctor,  which  threw  but  very  little 
water,  the  leak  gained  upon  us.  On  finding  it  evident  that  my  efforts 
to  keep  her  from  sinking  woidd  be  fruitless,  I  turned  my  attention  to 
dismounting  howitzers  and  landing  ammunition  and  other  stores, 
and  also  dispatched  the  cutter,  with  Acting  Ensign  I.  P.  Neave  and 
four  men,  to  Jacksonville,  with  a  dispatch  to  senior  naval  officer 
present  for  immediate  assistance.  At  2.25  p.  m.  she  went  down  in 
19  feet  of  water  at  her  bow,  and  4  feet  at  her  stern. 

I  succeeded  in  saving  nearly  all  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores. 

On  the  26th  at  9.30  p.  m.  I  sent  a  second  dispatch  by  a  citizen  in 
a  canoe,  and  also  a  telegram  to  be  sent  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  W.  Shirk,  commanding  Eighth  and  Ninth  districts  Mississippi 
Squadron. 

The  commander  of  the  post  took  two  of  my  howitzers  to  the  stock¬ 
ade.  I  dispatched  a  squad  of  men  to  mount  them,  as  the  rebels  under 
Colonel  Biffle  were  reported  surrounding  the  place  and  about  to 
attack  it.  On  the  26th  I  mounted  two  guns  on  the  bank,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  roads  leading  to  the  river,  and  also  commanded  the  west 
side  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

As  far  as  had  been  ascertained,  the  injury  to  the  vessel  is  a  hole 
in  her  bottom  2  feet  long,  extending  fore  and  aft,  and  on  the  star¬ 
board  side  of  the  keelson. 

July.  27.- — Removing  coal  and  casemates  from  around  the  boiler  and 
removing  all  stores  and  ammunition  from  the  shore  to  a  house  on  the 
banks ;  rigged  spars  to  support  her  bow,  and  building  bulkhead  and 
making  pumps. 

July  28. — -Removing  iron  from  around  boilers  and  clearing  ship 
of  coal.  At  12 : 20  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Elfin  came  up  the  river,  bringing 
Acting  Ensign  I.  P.  Neave  and  4  men,  who  were  sent  in  the  cutter 
with  a  dispatch  to  Johnson ville.  At  2  o’clock  the  Elfin  returned 
down  the  river. 

July  29. — All  hands  engaged  in  building  bulkhead,  removing  coal, 
and  fishing  stores  from  fore  hold. 

July  30. — At  6 :30  a.  m.  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  by  Colonel  Billie, 
commanding  Confederate  forces  near  Clifton,  Tenn.,to  Major  [James 
M.]  Dickerson,  with  a  demand  for  the  immediate  surrender  of  the 
town  and  troops  stationed  therein,  giving  Major  Dickerson  twenty 
minutes  to  decide,  and  requesting  him  to  notify  all  citizens  to  leave 
the  place,  as  lie  intended  to  shell  it  immediately.  The  demand  was 
not  complied  with. 

I  immediately  set  to  work  and  mounted  the  remaining  four  how¬ 
itzers  and  building  breastworks  of  cotton,  which  was  at  hand,  having 
all  completed  at  2 :  30  p.  m.  bo  attack  was  made,  but  the  officers  and 
men  remained  with  their  guns  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
night. 

July  31. — The  U.  S.  S.  Fairy  and  steamer  Little  Champion  came 
up  the  river  to  our  assistance.  The  Fairy  brought  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  James  W.  Shirk  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Goudy. 
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The  Champion  brought  with  her  a  submarine  pump,  which  was  im¬ 
mediately  rigged,  and  at  10 : 20  commenced  pumping  our  ship,  gain¬ 
ing  on  her  slowly.  At  4:  30  p.  m.  succeeded  in  raising  her  gun  deck 
above  water.  The  crew  engaged  in  building  an  extra  bulkhead, 
continued  pumping,  and  building  bulkhead  all  night. 

August  1.  finished  bulkhead,  cut  away  her  bottom  around  the 
log,  and  sawed  it  in  two,  and  had  her  afloat  at  11:45  a.  m.;  detached 
the  submarine  pump  and  set  two  siphon  pumps  to  work,  moved  out 
into  deep  water  and  made  fast  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Elfin,  which  vessel 
came  up  eaily  the  same  morning.  Orew  engaged  in  removing  on 
board  small  stores  and  ammunition.  The  Elfin  took  on  board  the 
howitzers  and  ammunition.  At  3  :45  the  U.  S.  S.  Fairy  got  underway 
and  proceeded  down  the  river  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk 
on  board. 

During  the  night  the  vessel  leaked  but  very  little.  In  the  morning 
August  2 5  finished  loading  stores,  and  at  11 : 30  got  underway  and 
proceeded  down  the  river,  the  Elfin  and  Champion  following.  She 
leaked  very  little  coming  down. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Bryant, 

Acting  Master ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  8th  and  9th  Districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 

Sebastian ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  receiving  ship 

Grampus ,  at  Cincinnati. 

July  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter  you  are  hereby  detached 
from  the  Siren  and-  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  assume  command  of  the  receiving  ship  Grampus. 

The  commanding  officer,  upon  your  taking  command,  will  turn 
over  to  you  all  orders  and  public  documents  he  may  have  in  his  pos¬ 
session. 

Respectfully,  yours,  .  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  Benj.  Sebastian, 

V .  S.  S.  Siren ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman ,  V.  S.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Donald¬ 
son,  TJ.S.  Army, regarding  navy  patrol  of  the  Cumberland  River. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ,  Near  Atlanta ,  Ga.,  July  25, 186.fi 
Make  proper  representations  to  Commander  Le  Rov  Fitch  or  Ad¬ 
miral  Porter  as  to  the  necessity  of  patrolling  the  Cumberland  River 
below  Harpeth,  and  they  will  give  it  the  most  respectful  considera¬ 
tion.  You  may  say  that  I  have  referred  you  to  them,  as  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  stage  of  water  or  dangers  to  be  guarded 
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against,  nor  of  the  relative  importance  of  that  as  to  other  parts  of  our 
inland  navigation. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Donaldson, 

Nashville. 


Letter  from  M aj  or-  General.  Canby ,  U .  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  -  C  om- 
mander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  of  Confederate 
movements  in  Red  River  and  elsewhere. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  July  26,  186 If . 

Sir:  We  learn  from  various  sources  that  a  considerable  rebel  force 
has  been  moving  down  the  Red  River  since  the  20th  instant,  and  from 
rebel  papers  east  of  the  Mississippi  that  General  E.  K.  Smith  has 
been  ordered  to  reinforce  the  rebel  army  at  Atlanta.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  such  attempt  will  be  made  to  cross  the  river,  but  it  is  proper 
that  the  naval  officers  on  the  river  should  be  advised  of  these  reports. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M ajor-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District,  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

transactions  in  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  LaFayette,  July  27, 186 .If. 

Sir  :  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  great  deal  of  cotton  coming  in 
at  Bayou  Sara  and  Fort  Adams,  by  the  consent  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  to  parties  who  have  made  an  agreement  with  said  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  ship  cotton  on  conditions  that  they  pay  30  or  40  cents  per 
pound  to  the  Confederate  Government  on  all  brought  in.  No  others 
than  those  parties  having  contracts  with  the  Confederate  Government 
are  allowed  to  ship  cotton. 

The  planters  and  small  speculators  in  cotton  are,  by  this  arrange¬ 
ment  thrown  out,  making  the  whole  thing  a  monopoly. 

Up  to  this  time,  I  have  allowed  all  cotton  to  come  in,  in  obedience 
to  your  order,  where  I  found  the  permits  all  right,  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  until  I  hear  from  you,  with  the  exception  of  the  large  Gov¬ 
ernment  contractors,  as  you  readily  perceive  that  by  this  arrangement 
a  large  revenue  is  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  rumored  that  this  cotton  is  paid  for  in  sterling  exchange 
and  gold ;  but  I  can  not  establish  this  fact  legally. 

It  is  immaterial  how  this  cotton  is  paid  for  immediately,  as,  if  paid 
for  in  greenbacks,  they  are  forwarded  to  New  Orleans  and  converted 
into  gold  and  sterling  exchange. 

Would  I  be  justified  in  arresting  parties  coming  through  the  rebel 
lines  with  large  amounts  of  greenbacks  if  I  have  reason  to  believe 
they  intend  to  exchange  for  parties  in  the  Confederacy? 
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The  rebels  have  always  seized  parties  having  greenbacks  (in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lafayette )  and  taken  their  money  from  them,  giving 
evidence  that  the  Treasury  notes  are  not  permitted  to  circulate.  The 
idea  that  the  planters  may  become  interested  in  our  Government  by 
having  our  money  is  a  fallacy,  as  they  are  not  permitted  to  use  the 
money  if  so  inclined,  and  my  observation  proves  to  me  that  few  are 
so  inclined.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  form  a  correct  opinion 
upon  this  subject,  and  these  are  my  convictions. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  nearly  all  the  greenbacks  that  are  sent  into 
the  Confederacy  are  thus  converted  into  a  means  to  prosecute  the 
war,  I  can  not  conscientiously  permit  these  large  transactions  to  take 
place  without  your  especial  order.  I  have  thought  that  you  have  not 
had  information  in  relation  to  the  actual  state  of  things  existing 
between  these  speculators  and  the  Confederate  Government.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  much  of  the  rebel  Government’s  interest  in 
some  of  this  cotton  is  paid  for  directly  in  gold. 

As  individuals  are  not  permitted  to  send  cotton  into  our  lines,  I 
suspect  that  most  of  the  cotton  brought  in  is  cotton  purchased  or 
seized  at  a  nominal  price  and  sold  to  speculators  at  a  large  price.  A 
man  engaged  in  speculating  in  cotton,  in  the  past,  who  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  Woodville,  Miss.,  told  me  that  all  the  cotton  sent  in  on 
the  large  contracts  is  forwarded  and  entirely  superintended  by  the 
regular  agents  of  the  rebel  Government,  and  that  the  cotton  belongs 
to  the  rebel  Government.  As  all  the  parties  to  these  transactions 
(except  the  speculators)  live  within  the  rebel  lines,  I  find  it  im¬ 
possible  to  obtain  sufficient  evidence  to  make  a  clear  case  in  law. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  nearly  all  cotton  now  coming  in,  in  this  De¬ 
partment,  is  directly  or  indirectly  made  the  means  of  sustaining  the 
rebel  armies  operating  against  this  portion  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  subject  must  be  but  imperfectly  understood  by  our  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  unless  some  method  is  adopted  to  make  the  action  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  uniform  in  enforcing  trade  regulations,  our  efforts 
to  suppress  illicit  trading  will  prove  ineffectual. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  P.  Foster, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  2d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, . 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Parsons ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  necessity  of  prompt 
convoy  service. 

Quartermaster’s  Department, 

Office  of  General  Superintendent  of  Transportation, 

St.  Louis ,  July  27,  186 If. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  July  12  is  received  and  contents  noted.  I  trust 
you  will  not  think  that  I  am  complaining  in  that  I  occasionally  write 
you  relative  to  convoys.  You  will  readily  understand  that  com¬ 
plaints  or  suggestions  would  be  forwarded  to  me  by  all  Army  officers 
in  charge  of  transportation  as  well  as  steamboat  men,  and  that  I 
should  as  naturally  refer  them  to  you  or  the  admiral  at  Mound  City. 


494 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  am  now  in  receipt  of  letters  from  three  different  officers,  urgently 
enquiring  if  something  can  be  done  to  prevent  the  detention  of  boats 
for  convoys,  and  showing  that  there  are  about  twenty  on  White 
River,  and,  in  consequence  of  which,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  send 
stores  and  supplies  from  Helena,  Memphis,  and  other  points.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  expense  of  detention  of  these  boats  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  an  average  of  probably  $300  per  day  for  each  one,  and 
if  twenty  boats  are  detained  the  expense  to  the  Government  is  from 
five  to  six  thousand  dollars  per  day.  I  have  no  doubt  everything  is 
being  done  in  your  power  and  consistent  with  your  means,  but  con¬ 
sidering  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  the  "expenditure,  is  it  not 
advisable  to  increase  the  means,  so  that,  convoys,  if  necessary,  may 
be  sent  as  boats  arrive  ?  If  this  can  not  be  done,  would  it  not  do  if 
two  or  three  gunboats  be  stationed  at  different  and  dangerous  points 
and  boats  be  permitted  to  proceed  without  convoys? 

Knowing  that  you  are  fully  as  anxious  as  I  am  to  facilitate  the 
service,  I  leaye  the  matter  in  your  hands,  hoping  that  some  remedy 
may  be  applied  at  an  early  day.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Captain  Pennock  at  Mound  City. 

Very  respectfully,  _  _  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief.  Qmr.  Western  River  Transportation. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Mouth  of  White  River ,  Ark. 


[Telegram.] 


Little  Rock,  July  27,  186  f. 

Any  news  of  Fagan?  Commander  Phelps  writes  that  part  or  all 
his  troops  have  crossed  the  Arkansas  and  that  Arkansas  Post  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  enemy.  General  Lee  writes  General  Andrews  that  rebel 
troops  have  gone  to  Prairie  Landing  and  that  another  force  has 
struck  II  hite  River  above  St.  Charles.  I  don't  believe  any  of  these 

SA^°ir^eS’  T-eet  Report  says  that  Sherman  has  possession  of 

Atlanta ;  his  guns  commanded  the  place.  Shelby  is  reported  by  de¬ 
serters  at  Bates ville  with  his  command.  There  is  also  a  report  from 
General  Andrews  that  Fagan  has  returned  to  Camden.  By  flao-  of 
truce  yesterday  I  learned  that  there  was  a  considerable  force  this 
side  of  Camden. 


Colonel  P.  Clatton, 

Pine  Bluff. 


F.  Steele, 

M  a]  or-  General. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
affairs  in  vicinity  of  White  River. 


.  U.  S.  S.  Hastings,  July  28, 1861. 

Sir:  No  serious  attack  has  yet  been  made  upon  the  White  River 
communications.  The  enemy  occupy  Arkansas  Post  and  have  con¬ 
structed  a  pontoon  bridge  at  that  post.  Some  of  Fagan’s  force  left 
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there,  proceeding  north,  apparently  with  a  view  to  cutting  the  Little 
Rock  Railroad,  but  nothing  is  heard  of  these  men  as  yet,  and  the  sup¬ 
position  must  be  that  the  movement  was  a  failure  from  some  cause 
or  that  the  force  has  been  quietly  moved  toward  Missouri.  Mean- 
while  my  supposition  that  considerable  numbers  of  the  enemy  were 
crossing  White  River  in  small  detachments  proves  to  have  been 
pretty  well  grounded,  as  the  presence  of  a  large  force  about  Helena 
proves.  I  have  sent  the  Tyler  to  cruise  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Helena,  for  the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  Osage  and  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  defense  of  the  town.  The  drums  in  the  rebel  camp 
were  heard  yesterday  morning  in  the  fortifications  at  Helena.  The 
enemy  crossed  considerable  quantities  of  munitions  of  war  from  the 
east  to  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  at  Buck  Island,  25  miles  below 
here.  He  was  four  days  in  getting  across.  There  is  no  gunboat 
except  the  Tyler  between  here  and  White  River,  and  she  at  that 
time  was  cruising  below  Helena. 

General  Price  is  now  at  Monticello  with  15,000  troops.  From  that 
point  he  can  readily  strike  the  Mississippi  or  Arkansas  rivers,  and 
the  reappearance  of  artillery  on  the  former  indicates  the  purpose  of 
the  enemy  in  moving  to  the  position  taken.  Prairie  Landing,  on 
White  River,  is  a  threatened  point,  and  for  a  considerable  time  yet 
there  will  be  water  for  ironclads  to  that  place,  and  I  deem  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  retain  both  the  Mound  City,  and  Neosho  so  long  as  they  can 
go  there.  St.  Charles  being  occupied  by  our  troops  secures  an  im¬ 
portant  position,  and  the  gunboats  will  hold  the  other  while  there 
is  water.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  enemy  will  make  a  dash  upon 
the  river  at  Napoleon. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-  G  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  8qu,adron. 


T^etter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese ,  LJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major 
Christensen ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  steamer  Rob  Roy. 

Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  July  31,  186 Jj. 

Dear  Major:  A  batch  of  documents  just  arrived  from  your  head¬ 
quarters  relative  to  the  Rob  Roy  going  up  Red  River,  etc.,  "containing 
in  one  of  them  a  remark  of  General  Banks  about  not  being  able  to 
trust  naval  officers,  ought  to  be  attended  to  at  opce ;  but  as  the  admiral 
is  away  on  leave  and  will  not  return  for  some  time,  I  take  this  means 
of  informing  you  privately  about  the  matter  that  you  may  let  the 
general  (Canby)  know.  Captain  Griffin  has  an  "order  from  the 
President  similar  to  the  one  General  Canby  saw  at  Red  River  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Casey,  and  which  can’t  be  got  over  by  military  men 
when  presented.  I  believe  General  Banks  to  be  aware  of  this,  as  he 
certainly  was  of  Mr.  Casey’s.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
allegations  against  the  Rob  Roy  are  perfectly  correct,  only  that  the 
supplies  are  to  come  from  New  Orleans,  sent  to  the  Atchafalaya, 
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and  carried  by  the  Rob  Roy  to  their  destination.  This  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  one  of  Casey’s  party,  who  have  abandoned  their  specula¬ 
tion  as  they  were  unable  to  compete  with  Griffin ;  that  is,  greenbacks 
versus  half  supplies  delivered  as  above  and  half  sterling  exchange. 
It  was  the  intention,  I  am  told,  of  Captain  Griffin  to  get  his  vessel 
over  the  bar  and  allow  her  to  be  caught  by  the  falling  river.  I  have 
written  to  Foster,  temporarily  commanding  at  Red  River,  what  I 
have  heard.  As  for  the  Bayou  Sara  affair,  I’ve  no  doubt  the  same 
thing  is  going  on,  but  you  may  rely  upon  Foster  as  being  one  of  the 
most  honest,  upright  men  in  the  world,  but  greatly  in  disfavor  with 
the  provost-marshal  at  New  Orleans. 

Please  present  my  kindest  regards  to  General  Canby  and  such  of 
his  staff  as  were  with  you,  and  believe  me, 

Yours,  truly,  K.  R.  Breese, 

L  ieutenant-  Commander ,  C omdg. 

Major  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  A djutan t- General,  etc. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  II .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Bache , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  ironclads  in  White  River . 

Mound  City,  August  1,  186J/.. 

Sir:  You  will  send  the  ironclads  (except  the  Neosho)  to  their  sta¬ 
tions  when  no  longer  needed  in  White  River.  The  Neosho  will 
remain  there  as  long  as  the  water  will  permit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  M.  Bache, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Lexington ,  and 

7th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron  ( pro  tern.). 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Pilot  Birch ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon ,  to  proceed  with  mails  and  stores 
for  the  fleet. 

Mound  City,  August  1 ,  186 4- 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  river,  carrying  the  mails  and  stores 
for  the  fleet. 

Take  convoy  past  dangerous  places- going  and  coming;  and  if  you 
are  attacked  by  the  rebels,  do  not  stop  to  fight  them  but  proceed  on. 

Deliver  the  two  accompanying  letters  to  H.  T.  Noble,  assistant 
quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Helena,  Ark. 

After  performing  the  above  duty  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station 
Coalwandinc  Officer  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon. 
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Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Shirk ,  77.  $.  Navy ,  regarding  pilots. 


.  .  August  2,  1864. 

oir:  You  will  please  send  me  all  the  Mississippi  River  pilots  you 
have  in  your  district,  substituting  Tennessee  River  pilots  for  them. 
I  am  very  much  in  need  of  pilots. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts , 

Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


The  Milwaukee  is  finished. 


St.  Louis,  August  2,  186)±. 
I  turn  her  over  to  you  for  service. 

J.  B.  Hull,  Commodore. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-C omm,ander  Foster ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  77.  S.  Army ,  regarding  measures  employed  for 
watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  August  2,  186 f. 

(Received  7th.) 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Captain 
Ramsay,  has  just  come  to  hand,  having  been  detained  at  the  mouth  of 
Red  River.  I  immediately  gave  orders  to  have  a  vessel  patrol  that 
portion  of  the  river  constantly,  and  to  guard  against  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  cross  at  that  point.  I  also  gave  signals  to 
have  all  boats  within  10  miles  of  that  point,  above  and  below,  to  go 
to  his  assistance  if  necessary.  I  have  also  stationed  an  ironclad  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Vidalia.  If  I  can  be  of  any 
service  to  you,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  assist  in  any  movement  you  may 
have  in  contemplation-  on  this  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  77.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  2d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
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Order  of  Brigadier -General  Allen ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Parsons , 
V.  /S'.  Army ,  to  secure  gunboat  cooperation  in  Tennessee  River. 

Office  of  the  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Louisville ,  Ah/.,  August  2, 186 4- 

Colonel:  Lieutenant  Drake  informs  me  that  there  are  not  gun¬ 
boats  sufficient  to  patrol  the  Tennessee  River  or  to  convoy  our  trans¬ 
ports. 

Please  confer  with  the  chief  naval  officer  and  see  if  this  deficiency 
can  not  be  supplied.  This  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance. 

Very  respectfully, 

Robt.  Allen, 

Brigadier-General  and  Quartermaster. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Qmr.  Western  River  Transportation. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  corre¬ 
spondence  regarding  gunboats  for  cooperation  with  the  army  in 

the  Ohio  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  August  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  to-day  and  my 
answer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosures.  ] 

Assistant  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio ,  July  30,  186 4. 

Sir:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  get  up  a  fleet 
of  six  light-draft  boats,  to  be  fitted  up  with  guns,  for  patrolling  the 
Ohio  River  during  the  low  stage  of  water  between  Pittsburg  and 
Louisville. 

In  consultation  yesterday  with  the  governor  of  the  State,  it  was 
suggested  that  some  of  the  light-draft  boats  might  be  temporarily 
spared  from  your  squadron,  and  I  accordingly  telegraphed  you  to 
know.  J 

As  most  of  the  light-draft  boats  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  quar¬ 
termaster’s  department  in  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers 
cairying  freight,  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  could  we  get  one  or 
more  boats  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron  until  such  time  as  they 
may  be  in  the  lower  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Th.  Swords, 

A  ssis la  n  t  Quartermaster- General. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain ,  etc.,  Cairo,  111 , 
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Mound  City,  August  2,  180 4. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  July  30  has  been  received.  I  take 

P^easure  informing  you  that  there  are  already  seven  light- 
draft  gunboats  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron  stationed  in  the  Ohio 
above  Southland. 

These  boats  are  expressly  adapted  for  cruising  during  low  water, 
and  their  commander,  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  now  on 
board  the  Moose  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  will,  Avith  pleasure,  confer  Avith 
the  commanding  general  as  to  the  best  disposition  to  be  made  of  them 
for  the  public  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C orwmandant  of  Station. 

Th.  Swords, 

Assistant  Quartermaster- General,  Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  recruiting  work  at  Cincinnati . 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Evansville ,  Ind.,  August  4,  I864. 

Sir  :  I  haATe  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Glassford. 

I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  state  that  if  any  errors  were 
committed  at  Cincinnati  in  regard  to  getting  men  for  the  Reindeer 
and  Victory ,  that  it  was  I  who  committed  them,  and  I  am  alone  to 
blame,  as  I  Ayas  there  at  the  time  and  nothing  was  done  by  either 
boat  that  I  did  not  sanction. 

I  would  also  state  that  there  was  not  to  my  knoivledge  a  separate 
recruiting  office  established  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glass- 
ford,  nor  any  expense  whatever  incurred  in  getting  men.  The  cir¬ 
cumstances  are  just  these:  We  were  threatened  by  another  raid  of 
considerable  magnitude;  here  were  tAvo  boats  of  the  squadron  inef¬ 
ficient  for  want  of  men — in  fact,  perfectly  useless.  It  is  my  duty 
to  you  and  to  the  service  to  be  prepared.  Had  I  lain  still,  done 
nothing,  and  the  enemy  struck  the  river  and  I  not  able  to  meet  them, 
my  conscience  would  not  permit  me  to  say,  “  I  have  no  men,”  nor 
would  you  receive  that  as  an  excuse.  It  is  my  duty  to  get  men.  To 
do  this,  I  had  either  to  take  them  from  the  Grampus  or  get  them 
elsewhere.  Had  danger  been  imminent  it  would  perhaps  have  been 
the  proper  course  for  me  to  have  taken  all,  even  the  crew  of  the 
Grampus ,  but  the  Grampus  had  no  men,  and  I  therefore  directed  the 
officers  on  the  two  boats  to  go  through  the  different  wards  of  the 
city  and  drum  up  all  they  could — in  fact,  to  act  as  drummers  for  the 
rendezvous.  This  they  did  and  got  a  feAv  men,  took  them  to  the 
rendezvous  to  be  shipped — rather,  sworn  in  and  entered  on  the 
returns  of  the  rendezvous — but  this  Avas  refused.  I  therefore  directed 
the  officers  to  ship  their  own  recruits  on  board,  but  to  be  careful  not 
to  take  men  that  would  enter  at  the  rendezvous. 

With  a  little  more  obliging  officer  than  Acting  Master  Wetmore 
there  would  have  been  no  trouble  whatever  and  matters  would  have 
gone  on  smoothly  as  heretofore.  Acting  Master  Wetmore  kneAv 
that  I  was  pressed  and  had  sanctioned  what  was  done.  He  therefore 
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should  have  reported  me,  arid  not  one  of  my  subordinates,  who  was 
only  carrying  out  my  wishes. 

I  fear  matters  have  been  reported  to  you  and  reports  made  in 
rather  too  hasty  a  manner,  else  I  would  not  now  suffer  the  extreme 
regret  and  discouragement  at  seeing  that  my  honest  endeavors  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  efficiency  of  the  squadron  and  the  honor  of  the  service  had 
met  your  disapprobation  and  censure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  Lieutenant-Commander,  etc . 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 


Bridgeport,  Ala.,  July  28, 186V 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  your 
autograph  letter  of  16th  instant,  dated  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  for¬ 
warded  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Wetmore  from  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  enquiring  by  what  authority  I  had  opened  a  recruiting  office 
in  Cincinnati.  In  reply  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that  I  never 
opened  any  such  office. 

For  some  weeks  previous  to  July  I  had  been  on  duty  here  by  order 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  R.  Fitch,  and  by  his  order  repaired  to 
Cincinnati  to  meet  him  on  business  connected  with  the  vessels  fitting 
out  here.  The  Reindeer }  then  under  my  command,  arrived  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati  the  day  after  I  did,  her  crew  reduced  by  the  recent  discharge 
of  upward  of  40  one-vear  men.  I  immediately  took  steps  to  get 
some  men  for  her;  found  some  and  had  them  taken  to  the  rendezvous 
for  shipment  for  the  Reindeer.  Mr.  Wetmore  declined  to  do  this, 
and  I  shipped  them  on  board.  In  this  way  I  think  9  men  were 
obtained  by  me  before  I  left  Cincinnati  to  return  to  this  place. 

I  am  unconscious  of,  and  can  not  conceive  wherein  I  have  done 
wrong  in  this  matter.  1  thought,  indeed,  that  by  shipping  men  on 
board  who  would  not  take  service  at  the  rendezvous,  and  would  be 
lost  to  the  Navy,  in  all  probability,  I  was  doing  my  duty  and  bene¬ 
fiting  the  service. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  commanding  Tenth  District 
was,  at  the  time  referred  to,  in  Cincinnati  and  fully  cognizant  of  all 
and  every  step  taken  by  me  to  obtain  additions  to  my  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Glassford, 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Navy , 

.  Comdg.  U.S.S.  General  Burnside. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer 
of  steamer  Benefit ?  to  give  assistance  to  grounded  vessels . 

August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Island  No.  21,  where  I 
am  informed  that  the  General  Lyon  is  aground.  You  will  render 
that  vessel  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  placing  yourself  under 
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the  orders  of  Captain  Birch.  After  having  performed  this  duty 
you  will  proceed  to  Island  [No.]  34  and  render  the  U.  S.  S.  Caron- 
delet  all  possible  assistance,  she  being  aground  at  that  place,  holding 
yourself  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
vessel.  1  ou  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  provisions 
etc.,  now  on  board  of  your  vessel. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Commanding  Officer  Steamer  Benefit. 


[Telegram.] 

August  8,  1864. 

The  steamer  Thistle  is  sunk  about  60  miles  above  Paducah  in  8 
feet  of  water  with  $10,000  worth  of  navy  tobacco  on  board.  You 
will  do  all  you  can  to  save  and  protect  the  Government  property. 

I  understand  that  there  are  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity  of  her. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Or  Senior  Comdg.  Naval  O  fficer  Present ,  Evansville ,  Ind. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers 
of  C .  S.  steamers  New  N ational  and  General  Lyon ,  restricting 
them  from  transporting  goods  for  private  enterprise. 


August  8,  1864. 

Sir:  Admiral  Porter  directs  that  hereafter  you  will  not  permit 
goods  of  any  kind  on  account  of  private  enterprise  to  be  received 
on  board  of  the  steamer  under  your  command. 

The  admiral  authorizes  your  supplying  the  commissions  entrusted 
to  you  by  the  officers  and  men  of  this  squadron. 

Messrs.  Scott  &  Co.  have  been  notified  to  have  all  their  private 
property  removed  from  your  vessel  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  M.  Farmer, 

Commanding  New  National. 


[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  First-Class  Pilot  R.  E. 
Birch,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon.\ 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Parsons, 
U.  S.  Army ,  giving  the  time  of  departure  of  convoys  from  Padu¬ 
cah,  Ky. 

Mound  City,  August  8,  186 A 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  communications,  with  enclosures, 
and  have  forwarded  them  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  informs  me  that  in  compliance  with 
a  suggestion  made  to  him  by  you  in  March  or  April  last  a  convoy 
has  left  and  will  continue  to  leave  Paducah  every  Tuesday  and 
Friday  morning  at  8  o’clock  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Western  River  Transportation ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bache ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  condition  of 

affairs  in  White  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington, 

White  River  Station ,  August  9 ,  186 A 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everytfung  quiet  on  White  River, 
and  in  all  probability  it  will  remain  so,  although  the  enemy  still 
maintains  a  position  within  easy  distance  of  it.  The  rapid  fall 
of  the  Mississippi  has  drained  the  White  to  3  feet  10  inches  in  the 
channel,  and  none  but  the  lightest  draft  boats  can  now  go  up,  and 
even  these  are  incessantly  getting  aground.  The  Mound  City  left 
here  this  morning  to  rejoin  her  division,  but  I  shall  still  retain  the 
Neosho.  The  Fawn ,  Naumkeag ,  Exchange ,  and  Silver  Cloud  re¬ 
main  at  St.  Charles  and  that  vicinity,  making  occasional  trips  down 
the  river  for  coal.  Captain  Gipson,' of  the  Exchange ,  has  succeeded 
in  raising  another  of  the  Queen  City's  guns,  making  seven  in  all 
that  we  now  have  from  that  vessel.  The  remaining  two  are  still  in 
deep  water,  and  have  apparently  fallen  through  the  "deck ;  they  will 
be  raised  as  soon  as  practicable. 

We  are  sadly  in  want  of  men  in  this  division.  There  is  scarcely 
a  vessel  that  has  more  than  half  her  complement,  and  in  many  case's 
the  greater  part  of  these  are  sick.  The  Hastings  is  at  Memphis  re¬ 
pairing,  but  will  be  finished  toward  the  last  of  this  week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seventh  District  pro  tern. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Ouachita ,  regarding  difficulty  of  navigation  in  vicinity 
of  Island  No.  3 A 


U.  S.  S.  Ouachita, 

Above  Island  No.  34,  Wednesday,  August  10,  186 A 
Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night  and  was  unable  to  get  over  the  bar, 
as  there  is  only  6  feet  on  it,  we  drawing  6  feet  10  inches.  I  had  hard 
work  getting  over  [Island]  21;  we  bumped  rather  hard,  but  the 
barge  alongside  helped  us  along  considerably.  We  put  our  anchor 
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and  chain,  all  the  provisions,  and  some  of  the  guns  on  her  before  at¬ 
tempting  21.  We  also  rubbed  at  three  other  places,  but  they  did  not 
stop  us.  All  the  guns  and  ammunition  won’t  lighten  us  2  inches: 
so,  unless  the  channel  cuts  out  soon,  I  will  have  to  go  up  somewhere 
neai  Fort  Pillow.  We  will  have  to  have  T  feet  to  go  over,  and  then, 
if  going  ahead  strong,  will  touch,  but  the  momentum  of  the  barge 
is  as  good  as  40  pounds  steam  when  we  strike  a  bump.  This  deten¬ 
tion  will  put  me  out  of  fuel  soon,  but  I  think  there  is  plenty  of  wood 
above  here. 

It  takes  120  tons  to  lighten  us  11  inches,  and  everything  aboard, 
guns  and  all,  won’t  amount  to  more  than  17  or  18  tons,  so  there  is  no 
chance  of  lightening. 

Very  respectfully,  _  Byron  Wilson, 

Lieutenant -Commander, 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock:, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Cronin ,  U.  S.  N any ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cricket ,  to  report  at  the 
mouth  of  TVMte  River. 

August  10,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
the  mouth  of  White  River  and  report  to  Lieutenant  George  M. 
Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  temporary  duty  in  the  Seventh  District 
Mississippi  Squadron. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C ommandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  M.  J.  Cronin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cricket. 


Defense  of  steamer  Empress  by  U.  S.  S.  Romeo ,  Acting  Master 
Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding ,  August  11,  1861. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Sixth  District. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 
Choctaw  Bend ,  August  I  [L£f],  186^. 

Sir  :  On  the  11th  instant  a  battery  of  ten  pieces  of  artillery  opened 
on  the  steamer  Empress  as  she  was  passing  Gaines  Landing;  6  men 
were  killed  and  several  wounded.  The  Romeo,  Captain  Baldwin, 
was  near  enough  to  save  the  Empress  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels.  On  that  same  day  the  Prairie  Bird  fell  in  with  this  bat¬ 
tery  at  Rowdy  Bend,  and  after  a  severe  engagement  withdrew,  with 
the  loss  of  1  man  killed  and  several  officers  and  men  wounded,  and 
having  been  struck  thirty-four  times.  Captain  Burns,  of  the  IJrairie 
Bird,  reported  to  me  at  Skipwith’s.  I  left  him  there  and  proceeded 
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up  the  river  with  this  vessel.  I  have  been  unable  to  hear  of  the 
battery.  Captain  Bache,  at  White  River,  was  kind  enough,  on  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  battery  on  the  river,  to  lend  me  the  Neosho.  This  district 
is  very  much  in  want  of  two  more  vessels. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  I  sent  out  an  expedition  and 
captured  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  and  1  private.  I  shall  turn  them 
over  to  the  military. 

Enclosed  please  find  the  report  *  of  Acting  Master  Baldwin  of  the 
Romeo. 

The  Romeo  undoubtedly  saved  the  Empress,  yet  the  fears  enter¬ 
tained  by  Captain  Baldwin,  had  the  Empress  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  are  not  entertained  by  me.  Colonel  Currie,  of  the 
Marine  Brigade,  deserves  very  great  commendation  for  his  coolness 
and  determination  in  this  matter.  In  fact,  he  has  ever  shown  him¬ 
self  as  the  only  fit  person  to  command  the  Marine  Brigade.  I  must 
again  mention  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  a  more  competent  person 
ought  to  be  placed  in  command  of  the  Romeo.  Captain  Baldwin  is 
entirely  too  old  and  too  unused  to  a  naval  life  to  render  him  an 
efficient  commander  of  an  active  vessel. 

I  send  the  reports  *  of  Acting  Master  Thomas  Burns  and  Acting 
Master  H.  D.  Coffinberry.  The  battery  has  left, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Iv.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Extracts  from  log  of  TJ.  8.  S.  Romeo,  Thomas  Baldwin,  acting  master,  com¬ 
manding. 

August  10,  1864-. — Off  Gaines  Landing.  12  to  4  p.  m. ;  warm  and 
clear.  At  3  steamer  Empress  hove  in  sight,  coming  up,  and  when 
about  2  miles  below,  she  was  opened  upon  by  a  rebel  battery  of  ten 
guns.  We  got  up  anchor  and  went  to  her  assistance ;  fired  five  shots 
at  the  enemy  and  then  took  the  Empress  in  tow,  she  being  disabled. 
At  o  p.  m.  landed  on  the  Mississippi  side  and  made  the  Empress 
fast  to  the  bank,  and  stayed  to  guard  her  while  she  could  repair  her 
machinery. 

August  11—  Off  Island  No.  80.  At  2  a.  m.  the  steamer  Empress, 
having  finished  hei  repairs,  got  under  way  up  river,  we  accompanying 
At  6  a.  m.  let  go,  and  we  came  to  anchor  off  Catfish  Point.  Empress 
going  on  up.  Sent  armed  cutter  ashore  in  charge  of  Mr.  Shaw.  At 
3 : 15  p.  m.  got  underway  down  river.  Hearing  heavy  firino-  below 
beat  to  general  quarters,  when,  at  Gaines’  Landing,  we  discovered 
the  U.  S.  S.  Praine  Bird  passing  the  rebel  battery  and  returning  its 
fire  We  commenced  shelling  the  woods  and  proceeded  on  down 
until  we  met  the  Prairie  Bird,  and  rounded  to.  Both  boats  then  pro- 
ceeded  up  nver.  At  5:30  landed  on  the  Mississippi  side.  Prairie 
Bird  buried  a  man  that  had  been  killed. 


*  Not  found. 
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Extracts  from  the  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird,  Thomas  Burns,  acting  master, 

commanding. 

August  10.  186 4.  At  11:45  a.  m.  the  steamer  Empress  came  up 
and  anchored  alongside.  Put  on  board  of  her  Mr.  Mason  Chatman 
and  R.  J.  Stroud.  She  proceeded  on  up  the  river.  At  1  p.  m. 
weighed  anchor  and  landed  at  Leland’s  Landing;  sent  armed  partv 
on  shore.  At  1 : 20  p.  m.  they  returned ;  let  go  and  landed  on  the 
opposite  side  at  Warfield  plantation.  At  3  let  go  and  proceeded 
up  the  river.  At  6:35  let  go  anchor  off  Island  No.  82. 

August  11. — At  11  a.  m.  landed  at  Carter’s  plantation.  At  2:20 
p.  m.  landed  at  Dr.  Polk’s  plantation.  At  2:45  p.  m.  got  underway 
for  above.  At  3:10  went  to  quarters;  commenced  shelling  the  woods 
in  Rowdy  Bend.  3 : 35  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  masked  battery 
of  three  or  four  guns  and  a  large  force  of  musketry.  We  returned 
from  broadside  battery.  lAlien  abreast,  they  opened  from  more  guns. 
The  firing  was  very  rapid  from  the  enemy.  We  went  ahead  as  fast 
as  we  could  and  succeeded  in  placing  the  bar  between  us.  The 
enemy  ceased  firing  at  3:45.  We  fired  a  few  shell  at  the  force  mov¬ 
ing  up  the  river  behind  the  levee,  and  we  ceased  firing,  as  we  were  all 
clear.  Disabled :  Acting  Ensign  M  illiam  Ernst,  officer  of  the  first 
division,  slightly  wounded,  knocked  senseless  by  a  splinter;  George 
Matthews,  ordinary  seaman  (colored),  killed  instantly  by  a  piece  of 
shell;  three  others  slightly  wounded.  We  were  struck  three  times 
by  shell  in  the  side,  five  times  in  hull,  two  at  waterline,  six  in  upper- 
works,  one  in  cylinder  timber  ( ? ) ,  four  in  wheel ;  several  fragments 
of  shell  struck  side,  several  shrapnel  burst  alongside  of  her.  Gunboat 
Romeo  came  down  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods,  rounded  to 
and  proceeded  up  river  with  us.  At  4:40  p.  m.  gunboat  Romeo 
landed  at  Anderson  plantation;  we  landed  alongside  of  her.  At 
8 : 40  p.  m.  we  got  underway  for  below.  At  9 : 10  fired  into  the  works 
at  Rowdy  Bend  10  shell  and  18  shrapnel.  Enemy  made  no  reply. 
Proceeded  down  the  river.  At  11 :15  p.  m.  fired  15  shrapnel  at  Luna 
Landing. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Clayton,  IT.  S.  Army, 

referring'  to  steamer  Empress. 

Little  Rock,  August  30, 1864. 

%  %  #  Hi  sjj 

The  steamer  Empress  had  sixty-three  shots  put  through  her  at 
Gaines  Landing ;  was  disabled  and  towed  off  by  a  gunboat.  About  20 
were  killed'  and  wounded.  The  captain’s  head  was  taken  off. 

*  *  *  *  $  *  * 

F.  Steele,  Major-General. 

Colonel  P.  Clayton,  Commanding. 


General  order  of  Major-General  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  commending  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  steamer  Empress. 

General  Orders,]  Hdqrs.  Department  or  the  Missouri, 

No.  152.  J  St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  August  19, 1864 • 

The  general  commanding  the  department  takes  great  pleasure  in 
calling  attention  of  both  citizens  and  Army  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
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the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Empress  during  her  recent  trip 
from  New  Orleans  to  this  port.  While  in  a  narrow  and  difficult  part 
of  the  river  and  within  musket  range  of  the  shore,  the  steamer  was 
suddenly  fired  upon  by  a  heavy  rebel  battery,  supported  by  a  strong 
body  of  infantry.  The  firing  was  rapid  and  accurate,  almost  every 
shot  taking  effect,  and  the  boat,  filled  with  unarmed  passengers,  in 
a  moment  became  the  scene  of  frantic  terror.  Passengers  in  their 
panic  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  steamer,  but  the  officers  coolly 
remained  at  their  posts  and  brought  her  through  the  danger,  saving 
by  their  bravery  and  noble  sense  of  duty  incalculable  suffering  to 
those  on  board  and  the  valuable  steamer  and  cargo  to  the  Govern-,, 
ment.  Captain  Jqhn  Molloy,  the  commander  of  the  Empress ,  was 
shot  dead  at  his  post,  and  while  the  general  commanding  deeply 
sympathizes  with  the  grief  of  the  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased, 
he  holds  up  this  noble  example  of  unflinching  resolve  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duty  as  one  worthy  the  emulation  of  all.  The  first  and 
second  mates,  Hugh  Davis  and  Daniel  Davis;  the  pilots,  Thomas 
Goslee  and  Enoch  King ;  the  engineers  and  assistants,  George  Breece, 
Andrew  Pendleton,  Judd  Weber,  and  William  Tennant;  and  the  first 
and  second  clerks,  John  C.  McFaul  and  William  B.  Bradley,  are 
worthy  of  special  commendation.  Following  the  example  of  their 
gallant  captain,  and  regardless  of  the  terror  and  confusion  around 
them,  they  remained  true  to  their  duty  and  bore  themselves  with  such 
bravery  as  would  do  no  discredit  to  the  “  veterans  of  the  naval 
service.” 

By  command  of  Major-General  Rosecrans: 

O.  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
Second  District ,  regarding  affairs  pertaining  to  his  command  arid 
referring  to  the  movement  of  the  enemy  in  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  August  11,  1861j. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  quiet  on  the 
Mississippi  River  in  my  command,  and  has  been  since  I  last  wrote 
you,  but  how  long  it  may  continue  so  I  am  unable  to  say  as  the  rebels 
are  mustering  in  force  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  particularly  on 
the  east  bank.  Scott  has  now  a  force  of  four  or  five  thousand  men 
at  Clinton  and  vicinity,  and  Polignac  is  coming  down  Red  River, 
with  the  intention  of  attempting  to  cross  to  reinforce  Hood.  But 
my  impression  is  that  they  do  not  intend  crossing,  but  are  coming 
for  the  purpose  of  annoying  gunboats  and  transports.  Should  they 
attempt  to  cross  anywhere  between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans,  I  feel 
confident  that,  if  my  instructions  are  carried  out,  they  will  be  foiled 
in  any  attempt,  as  I  have  taken  every  precaution  to  guard  all  points 
where  they  would  be  likely  to  cross. 

At  present  I  am  sadly  deficient  in  vessels  to  guard  this  long  line 
of  river,  as  the  Winnebago ,  Chickasaw ,  and  Neosho  have  been 'with¬ 
drawn  and  sent  to  other  places.  You  will  also  recollect  that  the 
Juliet,  Ouachita ,  and  General  Bragg  are  still  absent  from  their 
stations.  Ihe  General  Bragg  is  at  Rew  Orleans  undergoing  repairs. 
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.  When  the  three  last-named  vessels  arrive  I  will  feel  perfectly  safe 
in  guarding  against  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  and 
also  against  all  guerrilla  attacks.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Neosho 
be  returned  to  her  station  immediately,  as  I  understand  there  are 
five  or  six  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  doing  nothing  at  all, 
she  among  the  rest. 

By  the  next  steamer  I  will  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  all  the 
vessels  under  my  command,  as  I  contemplate  making  a  tour  of  all 
my  divisions  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  2d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  Z7.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  officers  for 

the  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee. 

Perth  Amboy,  August  11 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Eads  turreted  steamer 
Milwaukee  has  been  delivered  at  Mound  City,  and  respectfully  request 
that  a  person  to  command  her  and  four  ensigns  be  sent  to  her  if 
possible.  She  will  be  manned  in  ten  days,  I  hope.  We  have  not  the 
officers  to  put  on  board  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

R  ear -A  dmAral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[First  endorsement.] 

Acting  Master  Magune  to  command  Milwaukee. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

Admiral  Paulding  send  for  acting  ensigns. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C  ommander  Shirk ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the 
necessity  for  an  increased  number  of  men  for  the  vessels  under 
his  command. 

U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Mound  City ,  August  12 , 1864.. 

Sir:  I  must  call  your  attention  again  to  the  very  great  want  of 
men  on  board  the  different  vessels  comprising  the  Ninth  District, 
under  my  charge. 

There  is  not  a  single  vessel  that  is  not  short  of  its  complement. 
During  the  present  and  ensuing  months  the  terms  of  enlistment  of 
every  man  (with  two  exceptions  on  board  the  Peosta)  will  expire. 

On  board  the  Paw  Paw  there  are  at  present  but  17  men  whose  times 
are  not  out. 
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I  am  also  compelled  to  keep  men  forty,  fifty,  and  even  sixty  days 
after  their  times  are  out,  because  we  have  no  money  to  pay  them  off 
with. 

It  is  very  important  that  I  should  have  at  present  the  use  of  all 
the  gunboats  in  the  district  under  my  charge  to  patrol  the  Tennessee 
River,  to  protect  the  large  amount  of  supplies  going  to  General 
Sherman’s  army;  but  if  the  vessels  have  no  crews,  they  can  not  be 
of  use. 

Where  17  men  have  to  perform  the  service  of  84  much  efficiency 
can  not  be  expected,  especially  during  this  oppressively  hot  weather. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-G ommander,  Commanding  8th  and  9th  Districts. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Keene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  capture  of 
five  C onfederate  soldiers ,  August  15. 

U.  S.  S.  Naiad,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Tunica  Bend ,  La .,  September  J,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  sent  up  by  the  dispatch  boat  three  muskets,  which 
were  captured  with  five  rebel  soldiers  at  Row’s  Landing  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  August  15.  The  prisoners  were  delivered  up  to  Captain  Foster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Keene, 

Acting  M aster ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Names  of  the  prisoners  from  whom  the  arms  were  taken: 
Privates  P.  S.  McVea,  J.  A.  Row,  P.  L.  Row,  B.  F.  Sadler,  D.  C. 
Wilson,  Company  I,  Third  Louisiana  Cavalry. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  extension 

of  leave. 

Perth  Amboy,  August  15 , 1861^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  an  extension  of  my  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence.  Everything  is  quiet  on  the  Mississippi,  and  my  services  can 
be  dispensed  with  at  this  moment.  If  anything  occurs  to  require  my 
presence,  I  will  leave  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  _  __  Rear-Admired. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Extend  thirty  days,  unless  sooner  required. 


W [elles]  . 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

.  ,  .  ,  ,  Columbus,  Ohio,  August  15,  1861. 

A  force  of  rebels  under  Colonel  Johnson  crossed  the  Ohio  near 
Shawneetown  Saturday  night;  the  force  is  reported  0500  strong 
lbf’ 1  ST'  fr°”  Indianapolis;  so  inform  commander  If 

VVl'Jll  !“',r  T  !u,L  "1  intercepting  them.  Have  a  gunboat 
teo  at  once  to  Gallipolis.  See  Colonel  Swords  and  ascertain  if  he 
can  send  any  boats  to  Gallipolis. 

S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Brigadier-General  A,  Wiliuch,  Cording. 

Commanding ,  Cincinnati,  etc. 

[Information  telegraphed  to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  Cairo  ,111. ; 

P°}oneJ  niH‘  flmPs°n,  U: ■  S.  Engineers,  Cincinnati ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  (Jakes,  Springfield,  Ill. ;  and  commanding  officer,  Cairo,  Ill.] 


[Telegram.] 

Cincinnati,  August  15, 1861—0:  f5  p.  m. 
One  thousand  five  hundred  rebels  under  Johnson  crossed  the  river 
at  Shawneetown  Saturday  night.  Troops  have  been  sent  from  In¬ 
dianapolis.  I  have  telegraphed  gunboats  Reindeer ,  at  Madison 
|  Inch],  and  Victory,  at  Louisville.  Please  aid  in  intercepting  them. 
-By  order  of  General  Heintzelman. 

A.  C.  Kemper, 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 

August  18,  1864. 

Is  it  not  possible  to  lighten  a  gunboat  and  get  her  over  Shawnee¬ 
town  Bar,  to  cruise  between  that  place  and  below.  It  is  important 
to  have  a  boat  there  to  cooperate  with  the  land  forces. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and,  G ornmmulant  of  Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Evansville,  Ind. 


[Telegram.] 

Evansville,  August  18,  1861. 

Your  dispatch  received.  Full  answer  by  mail.  Have  no  boats  that 
can  run  down  except  the  Lou  Eaves  and  Virginia.  Both  are  now 
below. 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Fleet  Captain  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 
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[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Black  Hawk,  August  18,  186 A 
I  have  just  received'  the  following  dispatch: 


Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  [ August  17,  18641- 

It  is  of  importance  that  if  possible  boats  get  up  the  river.  General  Paine 
moves  from  Smithland  to-morrow  noon  with  2,000  men.  Prentiss  w7ill  be  at 
Shawneetown  with  2,000.  General  Hovey  was  to  cross  to-day  with  four 
mounted  conveyances  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  two  veteran  regiments 
of  Indiana  troops.  They  cross  at  Uniontown.  The  rebel  Johnson’s  main  camp 
is  in  Crittenden  County ;  800  of  his  command  are  at  Caseyville. 

S.  H.  Lathrop, 

^  _  Lieutenant-Colonel,  etc. 

Captain  Pennock:, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Navy,  Mouncl  City. 


It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an  armed  vessel  should  cooperate 
with  this  expedition.  Can  you  not  get  a  flatboat  and  lighten  the 
Volunteer  sufficiently  to  lighten  her  over  the  bar? 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  9th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 


Paducah,  August  18, 186V 

I  could  not  get  over  Cumberland  Bar  and  have  returned  to  this 
place.  I  met  the  naval  supply  boat  Magnet.  She  had  laid  at  Shaw¬ 
neetown  night  before  last.  The  rebels  were  all  on  the  Kentucky  side. 
A  small,  hastily  improvised  ghnboat  was  lying  at  Shawneetown.  I 
will  remain  here  all  night. 

Jas.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 

Operator  wishes  to  know  if  you  have  anything  for  Captain  Shirk. 


Letter  from  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  transmitting  names  of  vessels  composing 
the  divisions  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  referring  to  offensive 
expression  contained  in  General  Order  No.  V 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  18,  186V 
General:  Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  the  names*  of  the  regu¬ 
larly  armed  vessels  composing  the  several  divisions  of  the  Mississippi 
squadron  as  the  same  are  arranged  in  districts  by  Admiral  Porter’s 
last  general  order  in  regard  to  them.  To  the  respective  names  I  have 


*  Not  found, 
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added  initials,  whose  significance  is  shown  in  the  explanations  sub¬ 
joined  to  the  list  I  have  also  given  you  a  condensed  outline  sketch 
ot  the  several  classes  of  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  squadron, 
which  I  trust  will  enable  you  to  form  a  clear  general  idea  of  their 
character  and  force.  Thus,  I  hope,  I  have  satisfactorily  fulfilled  nw 
promise  given  to  you  the  other  evening.  You  will  notice  that  two  of 
tie  double  turreted  monitors  were  in  Admiral  Farragut’s  gallant 
fight,  with  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  and  the  rebel  ironclads  in  Mobile 
±5ay.  When  the  details  are  received  I  think  we  will  find  that  they 
aid  good  service  in  their  own  peculiar  way.  Now  that  I  am  writing, 
general  I  beg  leave  to  recall  your  attention  to  an  expression  in  your 
General  Oiders,  No.  4,  which  far  and  wide  has  received  an  interpre¬ 
tation  most  offensive  to  the  Navy,  an  interpretation  which  I  feel 
sure  you  could  have  had  no  intention  to  convey.  I  refer  to  the 
phrase,  “  The  farce  of  landing  under  the  guns  of  a  gunboat.”  Even 
before  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  your  acquaintance  I  felt  sure 
that,  as  an  officer  of  rank,  and  a  gentleman,  you  could  not  have  in¬ 
tended  to  offer  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  sister  service.  And,  thus 
believing,  I  understood  you  to  mean  that,  with  corrupt  Treasury  agents 
to  grant  permits,  and  with  orders  from  high  quarters  that  gunboats 
should  not  interfere  with  steamers  having  revenue  aids  on  board,  the 
act  of  landing  under  the  guns  of  a  gunboat  could  be  only  a  farce. 
And,  as  Admiral  Porter  states  in  his  General  Orders,  No.  209*  (I  beg 
leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  copy  enclosed  herewith),  quoting 
and  endorsing  your  own  General  Orders,  No.  4,  under  the  late  Treas¬ 
ury  regulations,  the  fisco -fiducial  duties  of  the  Navy  were  limited  to 
the  prevention  of  the  introduction  of  articles  contraband  of  war 
within  the  enemy’s  lines.  The  permit  of  a  corrupt  Treasury  agent, 
endorsed  by  a  venal  military  commander,  could  pour  the  products  of 
Europe  and  of  the  North  over  the  rebel  cotton  fields,  with  none  to 
gainsay  the  authority  or  prevent  the  act,  though  a  whole  fleet  of  gun¬ 
boats  lined  every  reach  of  the  river.  And  those  of  us  who  have  had 
some  experience  in  the  cotton  regions  can  not  resist  the  moral  con¬ 
viction  that  many  in  high  places  and  in  low  have  been  unable  to 
withstand  the  alluring  temptations  held  out  to  them  by  enormous 
cotton  gains..  In  this  condition  of  affairs,  Avith  the  atmosphere  of 
the  whole  Mississippi  Valley  reeking  with  a  corruption  more  pesti¬ 
lential  and  fatal  than  the  malaria  of  its  swamps,  I,  and  other  right- 
thinking  men,  hailed,  as  the  harbinger  of  a  brighter  and  purer  day, 
your  General  Order  ,  No.  4.  In  trade,  at  least,  the  dull  quiet  of 
annihilation  is  preferable  to  the  baleful  activity  that  springs  from 
the  fermenting  and  festering  decay  of  all  the  higher  and  more  noble 
elements  of  commercial  life.  The  recent  action  of  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  would  seem  to  indicate  that  our  anticipations  of  a  more 
honorable  future  are  not  doomed  to  disappointment.  But  the  malign 
influences  are  diabolically  strong  .;  we  can  only  pray  for  honest  officials 
and  hope  for  the  best.  I  imagine,  general,  that  now,  for  the  first 
time,  your  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  prejudicial  construction 
that  can  be  given  to  your  expression  in  regard  to  the  gunboats.  Let 
me  ask  and  hope  that  in  some  succeeding  general  order  you  will  refer 
to  the  subject  and  state  that  it  was  foreign  to  your  intention  to  cast 
a  stigma  upon  the  sister  service,  and  that  those  who  may  have  thus 


*  See  p.  347, 
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construed  your  words  were  altogether  mistaken,  both  as  to  your  pur¬ 
pose  and  your  meaning. 

With  high  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully 
and  sincerely,  yours, 

Egbert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant -C  ommander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
disposition  of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Evansville ,  Ind .,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  telegram  asking  to  be  informed  of  the  sta¬ 
tions  and  telegraphic  addresses  of  the  boats  in  this  district,  I  would 
respectfully  report  as  follows : 

The  Reindeer  patrols  from  Cincinnati  to  Louisville,  but  at  present 
is  at  Madison,  Ind.,  waiting  to  be  hauled  out  and  be  calked.  Ad¬ 
dress,  Madison,  Ind. 

The  Victory  patrols  from  Cincinnati  to  Portsmouth  or  above.  At 
present  is  at  Louisville,  but  will  be  ordered  to  Smithland  as  soon  as 
the  water  will  permit.  Address,  Smithland,  Ky. 

The  Springfield  patrols  from  Cannelton  to  New  Albany,  Ind.  At 
present  she  is  at  Cannelton.  Address,  Cannelton,  Ind. 

The  Silver  Lake  patrols  from  Evansville  to  Cannelton.  At  pres¬ 
ent  she  is  at  Owensboro,  Ky.,  but  is  to  go  to  Smithland  as  soon  as 
the  water  will  permit.  Address,  Smithland,  Ky. 

The  F airplay  patrols  from  Evansville  to  Shawneetown.  Address, 
Evansville,  Ind. 

The  Brilliant  patrols  from  Shawneetown  to  Smithland.  At  pres¬ 
ent  at  Henderson,  Ky. 

The  Moose  patrols  generally.  Mail  and  telegraph  address,  Evans¬ 
ville,  Ind. 

I  would  respectfully  state,  in  conclusion,  that  this  year  the  water 
has  been  too  low  for  any  of  the  boats  to  run  their  patrols.  The  patrol 
from  Smithland  to  Shawneetown  could  not  be  run  at  all,  and  it  has 
been  the  same  with  the  others.  When  necessity  required  it,  Captain 
Ehrman,  quartermaster  at  Evansville,  kindly  gave  me  the  use  of  the 
Lou  Eaves.  With  her  and  the  small  steamer  Virginia  I  have  done 
the  best  I  could.  It  would  have  been  useless  to  have  attempted  to 
lighten  the  gunboats  so  that  they  could  run,  for,  had  I  taken  every¬ 
thing  off  of  them,  even  to  the  casemates,  there  was  not  water  enough 
for  them  to  get  over  the  bars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron, 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commandant  of  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III, 
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Order  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  iS.  Hastinqs 
regarding  conflicting  orders. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Memphis ,  Tenn. ,  August  19,  186 A 
Sir:  The  additional  information  you  obtained  during  your  last 
trip  below,  respecting  the  preparations  made  to  cross  over  rebel 
troops  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  more  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinces  me  that  it  is  necessary  a  gunboat  should  patrol  the  river 
between  this  point  and  Helena.  You  inform  me  that  you  have  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  Captain  Bache,  temporarily  in  charge  of  Seventh 
District,  to  repair  to  the  mouth  of  White  River.  Captain  Bache  can 
not  be  aware  of  the  existing  necessity  for  a  gunboat  near  the  points 
above  referred  to,  and  since  he  wrote  the  force  under  his  immediate 
command  has  been  increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cricket, 
from  above.  _  Considering  all  the  circumstances,  I  can  not  doubt 
that  the  services  of  the  Hastings  are  more  imperatively  required  to 
watch  and  prevent  the  movements  of  the  enemy  along  this,  now  un¬ 
guarded  stretch  of  90  miles  of  the  Mississippi,  than  they  possibly 
can  be  at  the  mouth  of  White  River,  where  Captain  Bache  already 
has  a,  considerable  and  an  efficient  force.  All  the  intelligence  we 
received  indicates  that  it  is  now  the  ruling  desire  and  paramount 
object  of  the  rebels  to  cross  over  their  trans-Mississippi  army  to 
the  assistance  and  relief  of  their  beleaguered  forces  at  Atlanta  and 
Mobile.  The  passage  of  their  troops,  if  effected  at  all,  must  be  in 
comparatively  small  bodies  at  unguarded  points.  The  constant 
patrolling  and  watchful  care  of  the  gunboats  can  alone  defeat  their 
attempts.  Their  ample  command  of  information  gives  them  the 
earliest  notice  of  any  defective  link  in  our  chain  of  communication. 
We  may  be  sure  that  they  will  hasten  to  improve  this  tremendous 
hiatus  of  90  miles,  if  it  continue  to  be  left  void.  It  is  therefore  that 
I  reiterate  the  order  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  13th  instant.  You  will 
immediately  communicate  to  Captain  Bache  a  copy  of  this  letter, 
and  on  the  return  of  your  division  commander,  Captain  Phelps,  you 
will  furnish  him  with  copies  of  the  orders  I  have  considered  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  to  you. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Robert  Townsend, 

C ommander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Watson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hastings. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pen-nock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  appearance 
of  the  enemy  in  force  near  Caseyville,  Ky.,  Ohio  River. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  August  19, 186 J. 
My  Dear  Admiral:  Since  my  last  letter  the  rebels  have  made 
their  appearance  in  some  force  back  of  Caseyville,  opposite  to  Shaw- 
neetown,  and  some  miles  below.  I  received  official  telegrams  from 
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army  sources  that  about  1,500  of  them  had  crossed  over  to  Shawnee- 
town,  but  citizens  from  that  place  inform  me  that  only  100  crossed 
over  a  little  below  the  town,  and  soon  returned,  carrying'  with  them 
cattle,  etc.  Several  army  transports  ran  ashore  on  the  bar  near  that 
place  and  were  attacked  by  the  rebels,  who  destroyed  some  and,  I 
believe,  ransomed  one  or  two  of  them.  As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the 
enemy  being  on  the  river,  Fitch  having  informed  me  that  all  his 
boats  were  above  Shawneetown  and  could  not  get  down  on  account 
of  low  water,  Shirk  started  the  Key  West  off,  but  she  could  not  get 
farther  than  Smithland,  not  being  able  to  go  over  the  bar.  At  Gen¬ 
eral  Paine’s  request  men  were  sent  from  Shirk’s  vessels  to  man  two 
howitzers  which  the  general  had  mounted  on  one  of  the  light-draft 
army  boats,  and  one  of  our  officers  was  sent  to  command  them;  this 
boat  has  gone  up  the  river.  Shirk  started  from  here  with  the  Volun¬ 
teer  and  three  12-pounders,  and  I  was  in  hopes  he  would  be  able  to 
get  over  the  Smithland  bar,  the  Volunteer  drawing  only  a  little  over 
2  feet;  but  he  was  unable  to  accomplish  it.  Having  heard  that  the 
enemy  had  disappeared  and  that  light-draft  boats  were  coming  down 
without  being  molested,  he  returned. 

Fitch  has  improvised  two  light-draft  gunboats  and  sent  them  to 
cruise  below  Shawneetown.  I  have  telegraphed  Fitch  the  necessity 
of  having  one  or  more  of  his  boats  to  cruise  in  that  vicinity,  and  he 
will  send  one,  as  soon  as  there  is  water  enough,  to  cooperate  with  the 
land  forces.  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  military  authorities  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  yesterday,  stating  that  General  Paine  was  about  to 
move  from  Smithland  with  2,000  men,  that  General  Prentiss  would 
be  at  Shawneetown  with  2,000,  and  General  Plovey  was  to  cross  with 
four  pieces  of  artillery  and  two  veteran  regiments  of  Indiana  troops ; 
they  were  to  cross  at  Uniontown.  The  rebel,  Johnson’s,  main  camp 
is  in  Crittenden  County.  Our  force  ought  certainly  to  be  able  to 
drive  the  rebels  out  of  that  portion  of  Kentucky. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Parsons,  with  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  General  Allen  to  Colonel  Parsons.  I  consider  the  refer¬ 
ence  of  General  Allen’s  telegram  to  me  discourteous,  to  say  the  least, 
and  I  have  not  answered  Colonel  Parsons. 

The  general  and  colonel  ought  to  know  that,  in  this  stage  of  water, 
the  very  lightest  boats  are  obliged  to  tow  barges  and  put  their 
freight  on  board  of  them,  and  that  gunboats  can  not  possibly  go 
where  they  can. 

As  soon  as  Bache  heard  that  a  rebel  battery  had  been  erected  at 
Gaines  Landing  and  that  another  was  moving  to  its  support  he  sent 
the  Neosho  down  temporarily,  to  render  what  assistance  she  could 
to  Owen.  The  battery  did  some  mischief,  but  has  now  disappeared, 
and  I  send  you  Owen’s  report.  When  last  heard  from,  Wilson  was 
Avell  on  his  way  down  the  river,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  on  his 
station  before  this.  Bache’s  leave  of  absence  has  arrived.  If  Phelps 
is  detached,  I  hope  another  officer  will  be  sent  out  to  relieve  him. 

Lieutenant  Collum,  of  the  marines,  has  been  ordered  to  the  New 
Ironsides;  this  leaves  us  only  two  for  officers  of  the  day.  Our 
marines  have  decreased  in  number  by  discharges  and  sickness,  and 
there  are  6  or  7  awaiting  trial  by  court-martial.  Fifty  more  are 
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needed  to  keep  up  the  necessary  force  for  patrol  duty,  guards,  and 
picket  duty.  J  ’ 

Sincerely,  your  friend,  A.  M.  Pennock. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Brighton  House ,  Perth  Amboy ,  New  Jersey. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  to  correct  a  wrong  impression 
conveyed  by  his  General  Order  No.  Jj. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis ,  Term.,  August  20,  186 j. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  your  note.  *  *  *  I  also 

thank  you  most  sincerely  for  calling  my  attention  to  an  expression 
in  my  General  Order  No.  4,  which,  I  regret  to  know  now  for  the 
first  time,  has  received  an  interpretation  most  offensive  to  the  Navy. 
Certainly  any  such  interpretation  was  the  furthest  from  my  thoughts. 
My  intercourse  with  the  Navy  has  always  been  of  the  most  pleasant 
character,  and  in  this  war  I  have  always  found  the  officers  with 
whom  I  have  come  in  contact  ready,  willing,  and  anxious  to  co¬ 
operate  to  the  fullest  extent  with  the  Army  in  whatever  was  deemed 
best  for  the  public  service.  I  trust  that  I  am  incapable  of  doing  so 
unjust  or  so  rude  an  act  toward  a  branch  of  the  service  with  which 
there  always  should  be  the  most  perfect  accord  as  the  construction 
placed  by  some  upon  my  order  would  imply.  I  am  glad  to  know 
from  your  letter  that  you  placed  the  correct  construction  upon  it. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  correcting  the  wrong  impression 
whenever  opportunity  offers  in  an  order.  In  the  meantime  I  beg 
that  you  will  correct  it  so  far  as  you  can  do  so. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Major-  General. 


Commander  Robert  Townsend,  IJ.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  the  district  judge, 
Springfield ,  III.,  regarding  prize  steamer  Union. 

Mound  City,  August  22,  186 j. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  prize  steamer 
Union  arrived  here  yesterday  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew,  having  been 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird  on  the  21st  ultimo  for  violation 
of  the  revenue  laws  and  giving  “  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  ”  by 
supplying  the  rebels  with  provisions  and  articles  contraband  of  war. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Iv. 
Owen  and  Acting  Master  Thomas  Burns  and  other  papers  concern¬ 
ing  the  capture. 

The  box  containing  books  and  papers,  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Owen,  is  now  in  my  possession,  held  subject 
to  your  order. 


516 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  respectfully  request  that  the  marshal  may  be  ordered  down  to 
take  charge  of  the  vessel,  appurtenances,  apparel,  etc.,  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  S.  H.  Treat, 

U.  S.  District  Judge ,  Springfield ,  III. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  a  drawing 
of  a  torpedo ,  with  which  the  destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lafayette 
was  attempted. 

Perth  Amboy,  August  22, 186  J 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  drawing  of  a  new  floating  tor¬ 
pedo,  introduced  by  the  rebels  on  the  Mississippi.  They  floated  this 
one  down  on  the  Lafayette ,  but  it  wras  discovered  in  time  and 
captured.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  r<  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[  Telegram.  ] 


Mound  City,  August  23, 1861 — 35  p.  m. 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Fitch,  at  Smithland: 

There  are  Army  gunboats  on  the  Cumberland ;  some  of  mine  will  be  here  as 
soon  as  they  can  get  down. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station. 

Colonel  L.  B.  Parsons. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  location 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Siren  and  destruction  of  steamer  Courier  by  fire. 

Office  Mississifpi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  III.,  August  23, 1861. 
My  Dear  Admiral:  I  find  by  General  Order  99  that  the  Siren  is 
stationed  in  the  Fourth  District.  *  *  * 

The  river  is  rising  and  I  think  in  a  few  days  we  can  get  the  Mil- 
icaukee  down  without  danger  if  we  only  have  a  good  commander 
for  her.  No  officers  have  reported  under  orders  from  the  Navy 
Department.  She  has  now  on  board  three  ensigns,  three  master’s 
mates,  a  complement  of  engineers,  and  a  full  crew.  *  *  * 

Last  night  the  steamer  Courier,  while  putting  stores  on  board  the 
Volunteer  in  the  stream,  took  fire  accidentally  and  was  destroyed 
with  a  great  part  of  her  cargo. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Perth  Amboy,  N .  J. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Selfridge ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  Fifth  District ,  regarding  threatened  crossing  of' the  river  by 
the  enemy  near  Waterproof,  La, 


U.  S.  S.  Vindicator, 

Fifth  District ,  August  23,  186 4- 

Sir  :  This  district,  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  has  been  quiet. 

The  enemy  threatened  to  cross  in  large  force  in  the  vicinity  of 
Waterproof.  I  have  accordingly  concentrated  the  whole  force  of  the 
district  between  Grand  Gulf  and  Natchez.  This  force  is  to  be  sent 
to  Atlanta,  and  I  have  deemed  it  of  such  moment  to  stop  this  crossing 
that  I  have  taken,  temporarily,  the  gunboat  guarding  the  Indianola. 

I  have  it  from  excellent  authority  that  the  rebel  generals  are  de¬ 
termined  to  cross  this  force  if  they  lose  half  of  it.  The  number  is 
differently  estimated  from  10,000  to  20,000,  with  20  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  the  latter  to  be  used  to  cover  the  crossing.  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
power  with  what  means  I  have,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  watch 
all  the  crossings  at  once.  They  have  some  100  skiffs  all  prepared, 
hauled  in  on  wagons. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Flye  reported  to  command  the  Benton,  his 
health  having  been  restored.  I  accordingly  detach  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hill  and  have  ordered  him  to  the  command  of  the  Forest  Rose. 
******* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Pattis  on ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
attach  upon  Memphis,  Tenn .,  by  Confederate  force  under  Major- 
General  Forrest,  C .  S.  Armey. 

United  States  Naval  Station, 
Memphis ,  Tenn.,  August  23, 186 %. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  22d  instant, 
at  about  3  a.  m.,  General  Forrest,  with  about  2,500  men,  made  an 
attack  on  this  city  and  entered  it,  visiting  the  headquarters  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Washburn,  the  Gayoso  House,  and  other  public  buildings.  The 
Red  Rover  got  up  steam  and  went  alongside  the  Essex  ready  to  tow 
her  into  the  stream  in  case  of  necessity.  The  enemy  occupied  the 
city  about  two  hours,  when  they  were  driven  out  by  our  forces,  and 
by  4  p.  m.  were  driven  4  miles. 

This  morning  about  8  o’clock  the  alarm  bells  rang  and,  while  at  my 
breakfast,  news  reached  me  that  the  rebels  were  upon  us  again.  I 
received  a  note  from  General  Washburn  informing  me  that  the  rebels 
were  approaching  south  of  the  fort  in  large  force,  and  requested  me  to 
send  a  gunboat  down  below  the  fort.  In  consequence  of  this  informa¬ 
tion  I  took  the  Carondelet  and  proceeded  below  the  fort,  and  fired  a 
few  shells  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  general,  but  could  dis¬ 
cover  no  rebels.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  the  excitement  in  this  affair 
was  caused  by  the  pickets  being  fired  into  2  miles  out  of  town.  At 


518 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


the  present  hour  of  writing  there  seems  to  he  no  indication  of  an 
immediate  attack  by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Comma, tiding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Owen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
impaired  condition  of  the  ZJ.  S.  steamers  Prairie  Bird  and 
Marmora. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Skipwithis  Landing ,  August  23, 186 f. 
Sir  :  Since  the  10th  instant  no  artillery  firing  has  been  done  in  this 
district.  The  enemy,  with  a  ten-gun  battery,  still  linger  about 
Monticello. 

I  have  to  report  the  Prairie  Bird  in  a  very  bad  condition  generally, 
but  more  especially  her  boilers.  *  *  *  She  can  not  be  spared 

from  here,  unless  relieved  by  another.  This  vessel  will  have  to  take 
a  station  up  the  river,  and  the  Prairie  Bird  guard  this  point.  If 
the  river  does  not  rise  soon,  this  vessel  will  not  be  able  to  move  about 
any  great  distance.  I  would  then  have  but  the  Romeo  and  Marmora 
to  depend  upon,  and  both  are  in  a  bad  condition.  The  Marmora 
can  not  back  strong  without  pieces  of  her  stern  frame  being  knocked 
in.  She  has  noiv  four  bulkheads  built  in  her  stern.  I  leave  this 
afternoon  for  Columbia,  Ark. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  Owen, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Sixth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Andrews ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Acting 
Master  Grace ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  attack  by  Confederate 
force  upon  Ashley,s  Station ,  Ark. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff ,  August  2 4,  186  f. 

Captain  :  A  force  of  the  enemy,  numbering  about  2,000,  with 
artillery,  coming  from  the  north,  attacked  Ashley’s  station  three 
hours  ago  (12  miles  from  here),  and  captured  the  force  there.  I 
request  you  to  send  up  one  gunboat  for  our  reinforcement ;  at  least 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  force  at  St.  Charles  here,  but  will  not 
take  the  responsibility  to  order  it  up  at  present.  Indications  are  that 
the  rebels  are  crossing  the  Arkansas  to  move  this  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Andrews, 

r,  ,  .  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Captain  (trace,  *  * 

Commanding  Gunboat. 
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Report  of  0  ommancLer '  1  ownserul ,  IJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  Forrest' 's 

raid  upon  Memphis ,  Term. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Memphis ,  Term.,  August  25,  186 % 

Admiral:  Accompanying  this  I  send  you  a  copy  of  last  evening’s 
Memphis  -Bulletin  containing  the  more  detailed  account  of  Forrest’s 
abortive  raid  upon  Memphis  on  Sunday  last.  It  was  a  complete 
surprise,  but  the  enemy  failed  to  accomplish  anything  beyond  the 
capture  of  an  inconsiderable  number  of  prisoners.  As  you  will  per- 
ceive  they  came  very  near  snapping  up  Generals  Washburn  and 
-tiurlbut.  foiled  m  that  purpose,  they  seemingly  became  discon¬ 
certed.  At  any  rate,  their  haste  to  get  out  of  the  limits  of  the  city 
seems  to  have  been  disproportionate  to  the  amount  of  resistance 
ottered  to  them.  There  was  more  continued  fighting  in  the  suburbs, 
where  the  main  body  oi  the  rebels  had  remained.  But  the  newspapers 
y  ill  give  you  the  details.  Of  course  you  will  take  cum  grano  scclis 

the  newspaper  accounts  of  particular  heroism.  The  Eighth  Iowa _ 

veterans  and  the  especial  guard  of  the  city  proper  and  the  navy 
yard  did  behave  Avell ;  the  hundred  days  regiments  did  as  well  as 
could  be  expected  from  such  green  troops,  taken  completely  by 
surprise.  In  fact,  the  surprise  was  the  worst  and  most  disgraceful 
feature  of  the  affair.  It  now  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that 
some  fighting  can  be  got  out  of  the  Memphis  militia,  a  result  that  was 
considered  very  problematical  a  few  days  since.  Forrest’s  troops 
displayed,  dash  without  stamina;  they  were  audacious,  but  lacking 
m  determined  and  persistent  effort. 

On  Tuesday  there  was  a  tremendous  scare,  a  kind  of  reverberation 
of  the  real  attack,  nothing  more,  but  like  all  reverberations,  a  great 
deal  more  noisy. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Red  Rover  did  not  have  steam  up.  Our 
engines  are  in  pieces,  but  I  had  both  vessels  prepared  to  shove  off  and 
anchor  in  the  stream  if  the  occasion  should  require  it.  On  Tuesday 
the  Red  Rover  was  lashed  to  our  port  quarter  very  soon  after  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  we  were  ready  to  maneuver  as  well  as  move. 
The  Carondelet  had  meanwhile  arrived,  and  Captain  Pattison  went 
aboard  and,  by  request  of  General  Washburn,  proceeded  down  the 
river  a  little  below  the  fort  to  reconnoiter.  There  was  nothing  there 
to  be  seen. 

General  Washburn  informs  me  that  he  succeeded  in  getting  an 
order  through  to  General  Smith  on  Sunday  directing  him  to  send 
a  portion  of  his  forces  toward  Panola  to  head  off  Forrest;  another 
portion  to  diverge  more  to  the  northward  and  westward  from  Abbe¬ 
ville,  and  endeavor  to  get  into  the  enemy’s  rear.  If  anybody  can 
catch  Forrest,  General  Smith  can,  but  I  fear  that  very  desirable 
result  can  not  be  just  now  accomplished.  Forrest  knows  the  country 
hereabouts  too  well,  but  if  Smith  got  the  order  in  time,  I  think  there 
is  a  good  chance  of  his  thrashing  Forrest  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Fitch ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  request  from  General 

Paine ,  Z7.  £.  Army ,  /or  a  gunboat  at  Shawneetown ,  Ay. 

Mound  City,  August  25,  1861j. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  19th,  22d,  23d,  and  24th  of 
August  have  been  received. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  from  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  S.  H.  Lathrop,  stating  that  General  Paine  requests  that  a  gun¬ 
boat  be  stationed  near  Shawneetown,  and  my  answer  thereto.  There 
are  strong  reasons  why  a  gunboat  should  be  stationed  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood  just  now,  and  I  wish,  as  soon  as  you  can,  you  would  detail 
one  for  that  purpose. 

Admiral  Porter  also  wishes  that  a  gunboat  be  kept  stationed  at 
Smithland.  Please  inform  me  when  you  will  be  ready  to  detail  a 
gunboat  for  Shawneetown,  so  that  I  may  inform  the  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C ommandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

C ommanding  Tenth  District  and  U.  S.  S.  Moose. 

[Enclosure — telegram.] 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  21, 1861 — J  P •  m • 
General  Paine,  commanding  the  district  of  Illinois,  asks  that  a 
gunboat  be  stationed  at  or  near  Shawneetown,  as  there  is  a  long  line 
with  few  troops.  The  major-general  commanding  asks  that  this  be 
done,  and  that  the  boat  be  light  draft.  Please  answer. 

S.  H.  Lathrop, 

Lieutenant-C olonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  prize 

lists  of  vessels. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron : 

U.  S.  S.  Reindeer ,  for  capture  of  pig  iron  at  Betsytown,  Tenn., 
December  16,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Tyler  for  capture  of  steamboats  Mattie,  R.  E.  Hill,  and 
Martin  Walt ,  June  15,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Victory,  for  capture  of  20  barrels  whisky,  June  30,  1864. 
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TJ.  S.  S.  Kenwood ,  U.  S.  S.  Ozark ,  and  U.  S.  S.  Lexinaton,  for 
capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  during  the  Red  and  Ouachita  River  expedi¬ 
tions,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Baehe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  of  Con¬ 
federate  attack  on  the  railroad  from  DevalPs  Bluff  to  Little  Rock 
Ark. 

U.  S.  S.  Hastings, 

White  River  Station ,  August  26,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  Shelby,  Dobbin  and 
McCray,  with  about  4,000  men  and  a  battery,  made  an  attack  on  the 
railroad  from  Devall’s  Bluff  to  Little  Rock  day  before  yesterday, 
destroying  the  telegraph,  tearing  up  the  rails,  and  capturing  one 
entire  regiment.  There  was  fighting  going  on  yesterday  8  miles  from 
the  bluff,  where  the  Exchange  and  Fawn  have  gone. 

The  enemy’s  force  has  no  doubt  been  exaggerated.  I  regard  their 
movement  as  a  mere  raid  to  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Price,  who 
desires  to  make  a  detour  around  us  into  Missouri. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Baciie, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seventh  District. 
Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station ,  Mound  City. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  for  a  full  report  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Volunteer •’  seized 
November  25, 1863,  off  Natchez ,  Miss. 

Navy  Department,  August  27,  186 A 
Sir:  Has  the  prize  steamer  Volunteer  *  been  taken  into  the  service 
of  the  Government ;  and  if  so,  what  is  her  present  condition  ? 

The  Department  understands  through  private  sources  that  a  de¬ 
cree  of  restitution  has  been  rendered  in  her  case.  Has  anything  been 
paid  on  account  of  her?  A  full  report  is  desired  at  as  early a  day 
as  possible. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III. 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  25,  pp.  597-601. 
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Order  of  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-General 
Lawler ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  inform  the  naval  commander  of  proposed; 
attempt  to  capture  steamer  Saratoga. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  or  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  August  27, 186 A 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  re¬ 
quest  that  you  will  communicate  to  Captain  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 
that  a  detective  reports  that  he  has  information,  through  secession 
sources,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  take  the  steamboat  Saratoga 
on  her  trip  to  Vicksburg;  that  the  rebels  have  two  batteries — one  at 
Ellis  Cliffs  and  the  other  at  Banshas  Landing.  The  commanding 
general  does  not  place  much  reliance  on  the  report,  but  it  is  well 
enough  to  be  on  guard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Morey, 

Captain ,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General  M.  K.  Lawler, 

Commanding  at  M organza,  Ini. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Magune ,  U.  S.  Navy,  on 
assuming  command  of  ZJ.  S.  S.  Milwaukee. 

U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  August  27,  '186 A 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  this 
day  reported  to  Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  and  have  assumed 
command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Magune, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

the  prevention  of  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator, 

Natchez,  August  27,  186 A 

Admiral:  A  deserter  from  the  rebel  Army  came  into  one  of  the 
gunboats  with  a  few  letters  for  the  other  side. 

He  states,  as  do  also  the  letters,  that  the  orders  to  prepare  to  cross 
were  given  Monday,  the  22d,  but  for  the  present  the  order  has  been 
countermanded,  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Federal  gunboats. 
This  order  caused  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction,  and  some  500 
deserted  the  following  night. 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  me  to  hear  this  rebel  testimony  of 
the  efficiency  and  vigilance  of  this  district.  I  have  considered  all 
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along, that  this  crossing  should,  if  possible,  be  stopped,  and  have  used 
every  exertion  in  my  power,  in  which  I  have  been  ably  seconded  by 
all  the  commanders,  who  are  fully  alive  to  its  importance  and  have 
been  untiring  in  their  activity. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  withdraw  the  gunboat  stationed  at  the 
Indianola  to  complete  the  chain  between  Grand  Gulf  to  Natchez. 
I  shall  send  her  back  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  can,  spare  me  one  more  light-draft,  the  Cricket  or  Juliet , 
for  temporary  service  in  this  district,  to  protect  the  Indianola  in  the 
absence  of  the  other  gunboat. 

The  enemy  are  encamped  on  Scilly  Island,  only  20  miles  from  the 
Mississippi,  20,000  strong,  waiting  only  for  the  gunboats  to  relax 
their  vigilance  to  cross,  so  you  can  see  I  need  a  strong  force. 

I  am  also  in  need  of  coal,  and  wish  a  barge  could  be  sent;  the 
consumption  has  been  greatly  increased  from  the  gunboats  being 
required  now  to  be  the  most  of  the  time  underway. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Thomas  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  making  refer¬ 
ence  to  prize  vessels  Union  and  Mattie  Cook. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  August  27, 186k 

My  Dear  Admiral:  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Osage  reports 
that  his  vessel  is  now  lying  nearly  as  fair  and  straight  as  when  she 
was  on  the  stocks.  He  is  waiting  for  the  iron  workers  to  repair  the 
fractured  sheets  in  the  sides  and  bulkheads.  He  considers  her  per¬ 
fectly  safe,  even  if  the  waters  should  rise  and  take  her  off  without  the 
repairs  being  done,  as  he  could  take  her  to  Mound  City  as  she  is,  as 
soon  as  afloat.  The  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shops  I  ordered  to  his 
assistance  some  time  since,  to  work  under  his  orders ;  they  are  prob¬ 
ably  there  by  this  time. 

The  chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  informs  me  that  during  his 
official  visit  to  Cairo  last  winter  you  told  him  that  you  would  cause 
to  be  erected  without  expense  to  the  bureau  suitable  quarters  for  the 
ordnance  officer,  and  requests  that  the  promise  may  be  fulfilled  at  an 
early  date,  the  building  being  made  as  commodious  and  comfortable 
as  circumstances  will  permit.  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fri- 
ganza,  and  think  his  suggestion  a  good  one;  please  let  me  know  if 
you  approve  it. 

The  reports  of  wages  paid  mechanics  at  different  places  were  so 
conflicting  that  I  determined  to  delay  fixing  the  increased  wages  of 
those  in  our  employ  until  I  could  obtain  information  sufficiently 
reliable  to  enable  me  to  do  justice  to  the  Government  as  well  as  to 
the  men. 
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Yesterday  the  ship  carpenters  and  calkers  struck.  This  morning 
I  ordered  them  to  be  discharged,  never  again  to  be  permitted  to  work 
on  this  station.  I  understand  they  threaten  not  to  allow  anyone  in 
their  departments  to  work  for  us.  If  they  do  try  it,  I  will  stop  it  at 
all  hazards.  In  a  day  or  two  I  will  have  all  the  information  neces¬ 
sary  to  guide  me  aright,  and  shall  increase  the  wages  of  those  now 
at  work,  dating  the  increase  from  the  first  of  this  month.  Those  who 
struck  will  be  paid  (unless  you  direct  otherwise)  fo  the  day  of  their 
discharge  (the  26th)  at  the  old  rate. 

I  telegraphed  you  to-day  that  the  Milwaukee  has  her  officers  on 
board  (a  volunteer  lieutenant  and  three  ensigns  from  the  East),  and 
I  have  ordered  as  executive  the  former  executive  officer  of  the  St. 
Clair.'  The  river  is  rising  fast,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  towboat 
to  guide  her  in  the  short  turns,  I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble  in 
getting  her  to  White  River,  as  you  directed.  Phelps  leaves  here  to-day 
for  his  station.  He  thinks  there  will  be  no  more  trouble  in  White 
River,  but  that  the  rebels  will  try  to  cross  the  Mississippi  between 
Helena  and  the  Yazoo,  especially  near  Greenville.  Mitchell  has  gone 
to  join  his  division.  If  recruits  continue  to  come  down  as  they  have 
for  the  last  fortnight,  it  will  not  take  long  to  fill  up  the  fleet. 

Two  prizes,  the  Union  and  Mattie  Cook,  have  arrived  since  you 
left.  The  former  has  been  turned  over  to  the  marshal  and  the  latter 
has  been  reported  to  the  judge.  5.  our  order  for  me  to  report  all  prizes 
to  you  I  will  carry  out  in  any  cases  that  may  arise  in  future. 

Bleecker  went  to  Cincinnati  some  time  since  and  told  me  he 
thought  he  should  go  to  Washington  from  there,  as  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  conduct  his  business  without  money,  and  people  refused 
to  sell  him  goods,  except  at  enormous  prices,  unless  he  could  tell  them 
when  they  would  get  their  money.  Dunn  has  received  no  money  yet. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Brighton  House ,  Perth  Amboy ,  N.  J. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  giving  precautions  against 

torpedoes. 

General  Order.  1  IT.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  235.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  August  28, 186 f. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  blow  up  one  of 
the  squadron  ( Lafayette )  by  a  torpedo,  the  attention  of  commanders 
is  drawn  to  the  general  order  requiring  extra  caution  in  relation  to 
such  matters  and  the  necessity  of  moving  the  position  of  the  vessels 
at  or  after  sunset.  A  lookout  will  always  be  kept  in  the  daytime,  and 
logs  or  buoys  found  floating  will  be  examined.  Every  commander 
will  endeavor  to  give  information  in  regard  to  the  torpedoes  lately 
sent  from  the  East  and  the  parties  connected  therewith. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Repent  of  Brigadier-Gene, rail  Andrews,  V.  S.  Army ,  regarding  attach 
upon  steamers  W  Kite  Cloud  and  Henry  Chouteau. 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  August  29,  186 % 
General  :  The  steamer  White  Cloud  was  fired  upon  this  a.  m.  by  a 
battery  and  some  riflemen  on  this  side  the  river  near  an  island  below 
Sara,  Her  steam  pipe  is  reported  cut  by  a  shot  which  dis¬ 
abled  her.  She  received  5  shots  out  of  13  fired.  No  one  hurt  on  board. 
The  [Henry]  Chouteau  was  fired  upon  higher  up  the  river  bv  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  eight  pieces,  two  of  which  were  12-pounders;  also  by  some 
riflemen.  She  received  five  shots;  no  one  hurt:  don’t  think  either 
boat  greatly  damaged.  The  gunboats  If  \. Kenwood ]  and  5f  [ Nymph  I 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Geo.  L.  Andrews, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  M.  Iv.  Lawler, 

Morganza. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Earl ,  U.  S.  Army ,  giving  statement  of  Edward 
A.  Harris  regarding  torpedoes  mode  and  placed  by  the  enemy  for 
the  destruction  of  the  fleet. 


Headquarters  Special  Scouts, 
Natchez ,  Miss.,  August  30,  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Edward  A.  Harris,  a  member 
of  my  command,  who  was  sent  to  investigate  the  matter  of  Con¬ 
federates  placing  torpedoes  in  the  Mississippi  River,  has  returned 
and  reports  as  follows: 

I  proceeded  down  the  river  as  far  as  Morgan  Bend,  scouting  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  from  Fort  Adams  to  the  foot  of  Tunica  Island. 
I  learned  from  undoubted  authority  (the  rebels  themselves)  that 
Colonels  Hill,  Hunter,  and  Weldon  and  Major  Perkins,  with  several 
other  men  brought  with  them  from  Mobile  for  the  purpose,  had  been 
engaged  in  making  torpedoes  for  the  destruction  of  our  fleet  upon  the 
lower  Mississippi,  for  which  the  Confederate  Government  were  to 
give  them  one-half  the  value  of  the  vessels  destroyed.  Colonel  Hill 
and  Major  Perkins  are  the  two  most  dangerous  men.  They  are  the 
men  who  placed  the  torpedo  on  the  bow  of  the  gunboat  Lafayette. 
They  also  ran  one  under  the  Ozark,  but  owing  to  the  defective  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  percussion  it  would  not  explode.  Their  manner  of 
operating  is  to  float  them  down  or  to  make  one  fast  between  two 
skiffs  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred  yards  from  each,  then  in  the  night 
the  skiffs  are  floated  one  on  each  side  of  the  boat,  which  brings  the 
torpedo  under  the  boat,  when  one  of  the  men  in  the  skiff  explodes  the 
torpedo  by  means  of  a  lanyard.  Colonel  Hunter’s  way  of  operating 
is  to  plant  them  in  the  channel  and  wait  for  passing  boats  to  explode 
them.  Colonel  Weldon  I  know  nothing  about,  as  he  had  been  at 
Tunica  but  a  few  days  when  the  commands  were  ordered  back  to 
Mobile  to  operate  against  our  fleet  there.  They  all  started  for 
Mobile  on  the  10th  of  the  present  month.  Colonel  Hunter  has  some 
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four  or  five  torpedoes  planted  in  the  river,  but  where  I  could  not 
learn.  They  make  the  torpedoes  about  8  miles  from  Tunica  at  some 
secluded  place.  Part  of  the  men  boarded  at  William  Dougherty’s. 
Hill  and  Perkins  had  a  tent.  This  was  all  that  he  was  able  to  learn 
respecting  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  Earl, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Special  Scouts. 

Colonel  Myer, 

Chief  Signal  Officer ,  Military  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


C ooperative  movement  up  White  River ,  August  30 ,  1864- 


Letter  from  Major-General  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Master  Grace,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fawn,  requesting  cooperation. 


Little  Rock,  August  28,  1864- 


I  have  dispatched  to  General  Andrews  in  regard  to  a  movement  up 
White  River,  in  which  your  cooperation  is  solicited.  I  requested 
General  Andrews  to  consult  with  you  on  the  subject.  Whatever  you 
may  agree  upon  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Steele,  Major-General. 


Captain  J.  R.  Grace,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  TJ.  S.  Army,  proposing  duty  for  U.  S.  S. 

Fawn. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff ,  August  27,  1864 — 9  p.  rn. 

Captain  :  Some  citizens  reported  this  afternoon  that  the  prisoners 
passed  through  Hickory  Plains.  If  Shelby  has  gone  north,  would 
it  not  be  best  immediately  to  send  up  the  gunboat  30  [Fawn],  Cap¬ 
tain  Grace,  which  is  here,  and  a  hundred  men  or  so  on  the  Celeste? 
Information  might  be  gained,  and  they  would,  perhaps,  be  just  in 
season  for  General  West.  In  this  event,  an  infantry  regiment  should 
move  here,  say  the  Fifty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored,  of  Graves’  brigade. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  Andrews, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Graves,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
for  immediate  movement,  escorted  by  TJ.  S.  S.  Fawn. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  August  28, 1864 — 7:30  p.  m. 
Colonel:  You  will  embark  at  11  o’clock  to-night  as  quietly  as 
possible  on  steamer  Kate  Hail,  with  all  the  effective  part  of  your 
brigade  now  at  this  post,  taking  eight  days’  rations  and  sixty  rounds 
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of  ammunition  per  man.  The  gunboat  No.  30  [Fawn],  Captain 
Grace,  will  accompany  you  as  escort.  You  will  move  up  White 
nei  to  cooperate  with  and  act  under  the  orders  of  Brigadier - 
Greneral  West,  who  is  now  out  after  Shelby.  Take  a  few  axes. 
Keport  to  these  headquarters  the  number  of  men  you  take. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Andrews, 

^  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Colonel  W.  H.  Graves, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  cause  of  delayed 

movement. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  August  30,  1861^—8: 30  a.  m. 
The  Fate  Hart  left  with  Colonel  Graves’  command,  of  a  little  up¬ 
ward  of  600  men,  and  gunboat  Fawn,  Captain  Grace,  at  6  o’clock 
this  morning.  The  movement  was  delayed  two  hours  by  the  tardy 
anci  frivolous  conduct  of  Captain  Grace  in  regard  to  getting  another 
pilot.  Up  to  12  o’clock  last  night  he  gave  me  to  understand  he 
could  move  at  daylight.  Lieutenant  Davis,  with  100  men  of  First 
Missouri  Cavalry  (late  escort  for  General  Rosecrans),  has  just  moved 
out  for  Little  Rock.  He  expects  to  camp  to-night  at  stockade  be¬ 
yond  Ashley’s  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  C.  Andrews, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer. 


Report  of  Major-General  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  transmitting  letter  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Phelps,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn .,  September  3,  186 f. 

General:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Commander  Phelps, 
U.  S.  Navy,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.  I  think  that  the  danger  on 
White  River  is  over.  I  shall  send  to  General  Mower  by  the  bearer 
of  this  an  order  to  return  here  and  proceed  at  once  to  Atlanta,  if, 
when  he  arrives  at  the  mouth  of  White  River,  he  becomes  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  need  for  his  services.  My  cavalry  I  shall  order  to 
proceed  up  toward  Jacksonport  and  cooperate  with  Steele  in  the 
pursuit  of  Price,  Shelby,  Marmaduke  &  Co.  I  am  pretty  well  sat¬ 
isfied  that  a  raid  of  large  proportions  is  about  being  made  on  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  have  advised  the  War  Department  and  General  Rosecrans 
of  my  belief. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
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U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Memphis ,  September  3, 186  L 

General:  Captain  Bache  received  your  letter,  requesting  him  to 
communicate  with  St.  Charles  on  the  30th,  and  sent  a  gunboat  up 
immediately.  That  vessel  left  St.  Charles  on  the  1st  instant,  bringing 
the  information  that  the  post  was  evacuated  on  that  day  by  order  of 
General  Steele.  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  the  post,  having  re¬ 
monstrated  with  the  general  on  the  receipt  of  the  first  order  to 
evacuate,  received  a  peremptory  order  to  do  so.  Shelby  was  being 
pursued,  or  rather  hunted  for,  by  two  commands  sent  out  by  General 
Steele  for  that  purpose.  Nothing  positive  appeared  to  be  known 
about  Shelby’s  movements  or  whereabouts,  but  it  was  supposed  that 
he  had  gone  to  Jaclisonport.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  knowledge 
possessed  by  our  forces  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  rebel  forces 
in  Arkansas.  Pine  Bluff  is  not  captured. 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Divisional  Commander  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  District  of  1  Vest  Tennessee ,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  evacuation 
of  St.  Charles,  Ark.,  by  order  of  Major-General  Steele,  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  S.  S.  Hastings,  September  4, 186 1^. 

Sir:  St.  Charles  has  been  evacuated  by  order  of  General  Steele. 
As  there  are  but  4  feet  water  in  White  River,  none  but  light  tinclads 
can  ascend  it  as  far  as  St.  Charles,  and  the  works  abandoned  there 
are,  with  the  advantages  of  the  position,  of  great  strength  and  a 
constant  menace  upon  the  navigation  of  the  river.  I  have  ordered 
that  no  gunboats  shall  pass  above  there  while  the  enemy  is,  as  now, 
within  a  few  hours’  march  of  the  works,  which  he  can  occupy  at  will. 
The  bluffs  extend  along  the  river  for  one  and  a  half  miles,  where 
turns  of  difficulty  for  stern-wheel  vessels,  coming  down,  have  to  be 
made,  and  where  they  are  obliged  to  back  up  to  obtain  a  fair  direction 
for  passing  between  the  wrecks  sunk  there  by  the  rebels,  and  through¬ 
out  there  is  shoal  water.  A  tinclad  exposed  to  the  fire  of  field  battery 
would  inevitably  be  cut  to  pieces  and  lost  in  attempting  to  run  the 
fire  in  such  a  place,  and  her  own  battery,  either  on  account  of  turns 
or  the  boldness  of  the  bluff,  would  be  of  little  service.  If  the  position 
should  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  gunboats  would  be  blockaded 
above  it,  and  in  the  event  of  Devall’s  Bluff  being  captured,  of  which 
there  is  danger,  they  would  have  little  prospect  of  escape.  I  await 
your  instructions  in  this  matter. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  enemy  in  large  force  is  making  demon¬ 
strations  of  attack  upon  Little  Rock  and  General  Steele’s  communica¬ 
tions,  to  attract  attention  while  Price,  with  some  12,000  mounted 
men,  dashes  into  Missouri,  where  he  will  be  able  to  play  sad  havoc 
at  will.  It  may,  however,  be  the  enemy’s  purpose  to  make  an  earnest 
attack  upon  General  Steele,  and  he  certainly  is  in  force  to  do  so,  with 
a  show  of  ability  to  succeed.  In  either  case,  St.  Charles  is  at  present 


1ST  AVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


529 


a  point  of  great  danger,  being  within  a  day’s  march  of  the  pontoon 
bridge  on  the  Arkansas. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.'  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Colonel  Graves,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade 
Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalPs  Bluff ,  Ark.,  September  8 ,  186f. 

Lieutenant  :  Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  Brigadier-General 
C.  C.  Andrews,  commanding  division,  I  embarked  at  daylight  on  the 
30th  day  of  August,  1864,  with  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry  and 
detachments  of  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Sixty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  22 
officers  and  515  men  all  told,  on  board  the  steamer  Kate  Bart ,  and 
com  oyecl  by  gunboat  No.  30  ( Fawn- )5  Captain  Grace,  commanding 
proceeded  up  White  River  to  effect  a  junction  with  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral  West,  commanding  a  cavalry  expedition  then  in  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  General  Shelby,  supposed  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jack- 
sonport.  Also  had  rations  and  ammunition  for  General  West’s  com¬ 
mand.  The  river  proved  to  be  very  low,  the  boats  frequently  striking 
on  the  bottom  and  finding  great  difficulty  in  getting  along  at  all. 
During  the  second  day  out  (August  31)  saw  several  detachments  of 
rebel  pickets  along  the  river.  Ran  on  to  within  19  miles  by  river, 
6  miles  by  land,  of  Augusta,  when,  finding  the  navigation  growing 
more  and  more  difficult,  I  decided,  after  consultation  with  Captain 
Grace,  of  the  gunboat,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  go  higher  up 
with  the  boats.  We  had  passed  rebel  pickets  for  the  last  20  miles 
of  the  river,  and  from  information  they  were  Dobbin’s  command, 
who  was  reported  to  be  in  Augusta  with  a  force  variously  estimated 
by  our  informants  from  800  to  1,500  men.  Nothing  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  reference  to  the  ivhereabouts  of  General  West,  Accord¬ 
ingly?  I  directed  our  return  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  where  the  expedition 
arrived  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant.  The  only  casualty  was 
1  man  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  shot  dead  accidentally. 
Shortly  after  debarking,  instructions  were  received  from  General 
Andrews  to  reembark  at  daylight  next  morning.  Lighter  draft  boats 
and  reinforcements  were  furnished  for  this  second  expedition,  which 
consisted  of  detachments  of  my.  own  and  Ward’s  brigade,  Smith’s 
division,  Seventeenth  Corps,  in  all,  numbering  1,000  officers  and  men, 
on  board  three  steamers.  Left  DevalPs  Bluff  shortly  after  daylight 
Saturday,  September  3,  destination  and  object  same  as  before.  *  Dur¬ 
ing  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day,  at  and  above  Peach  Orchard  Bluffs, 
saw  rebel  pickets,  who  kept  along  the  bank  ahead  of  us,  watching 
our  movements.  About  4  p.  m.  the  advanced  boat,  the  Commercial, 
was  fired  into  by  a  party  of  rebels  concealed  in  the  bushes  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river.  The  first  volley  killed  1  man,  wounded 
102008° — n  w  s — vol  20 — 13 - 34 
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myself  severely  in  the  knee,  and  T  riien,  3  of  them  seriously.  Directly 
after  the  first  fire  we  were  greeted  by  a  volley  from  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river  from  a  small  party  of  perhaps  40  or  50.  The  party 
firing  the  first  volley  numbered  from  300  to  400  men,  as  was  after¬ 
wards  ascertained  from  a  citizen  living  near.  For  a  moment  there 
was  considerable  confusion  among  my  men.  They  very  soon  became 
cool  and  returned  the  fire  briskly.  In  the  meantime  the  other  boats 
came  up  and  began  firing,  and  the  gunboat  opened  a  brisk  fire  into 
the  thickets  which  concealed  the  enemy,  who  soon  withdrew  in  haste. 

The  steamer  Dove ,  having  on  board  a  detachment  of  the  Ninety- 
fifth  Illinois,  about  200  strong,  and  which  had  been  sent  up  to  join 
my  command,  came  up  at  this  point.  Thinking  there  must  be 
greater  numbers  of  the  enemy  nearby,  who  would  probably  attack  us, 
I  ordered  the  boats  to  land  and  the  troops  ashore,  but  nothing  more 
was  seen  of  the  enemy  that  night.  It  was  afterward  ascertained  that 
this  force  was  a  part  of  Dobbin’s  command,  under  Captain  Ander¬ 
son,  and  that  a  much  larger  force  was  but  a  short  distance  back, 
which  would  no  doubt  have  attacked  us  had  the  first  attempt  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  throwing  us  into  confusion,  as  was  anticipated.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  I  have  no  doubt  equaled 
or  exceeded  our  own.  My  loss  was  that  stated  above;  1  man  on 
steamer  Celeste ,  mortally  wounded  and  since  dead,  and  1  man 
wounded  on  steamer  Nevada. 

The  expedition  went  no  higher  up  the  river  that  night.  Owing  to 
my  wound,  the  active  command  devolved  upon  Colonel  L.  M.  Ward, 
Fouteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  under  whose  command  the  troops 
landed  next  morning  at  a  point  one  mile  and  a  half  across  a  bend 
of  the  river  from  Augusta  and  advanced  on  that  place.  He  found 
about  400  of  the  enemy  in  the  town,  and  they  fled  on  the  approach 
of  our  troops’  force.  Dobbin,  with  his  command,  had  departed  to 
join  Shelby,  near  Jacksonport,  higher  up  the  river.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  get  the  boats  farther  up  the  river,  owing  to  the  low 
stage  of  water.  A  few  miles  below  I  was  met  by  a  boat  bearing 
dispatches  from  General  Andrews,  ordering  my  immediate  return. 
The  messenger  also  bore  dispatches  for  General  West,  and  about  2 
miles  above  Peach  Orchard  Bluffs  I  landed  him  and  furnished  him 
a  cavalry  escort  to  attempt  to  find  his  way  across  the  country  to 
General  West. 

The  expedition  returned,  arriving  at  Devall’s  Bluff  without  further 
circumstances  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  September  6,  instant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Graves, 

Col.  12th  Mich.  Infantry ,  Comdg.  Brigade  and,  the  Expedition. 

Lieutenant  W.  A.  Martin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  2d  Division ,  7th  A rmy  Corps. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Graves,  U.  S.  Army, 
to  proceed  above  Devall’s  Bluff,  escorted  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Fawn. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff ,  September  2 , 136 A 
Colonel:  Agreeable  to  the  verbal  instructions  given  you  this  after¬ 
noon  by  brigadier-general  commanding,  you  will  again  move  up 
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White  River  with  the  effective  force  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan  In- 
.  antry  and  detachments  of  Fifty-fourth  and  Sixty-first  Illinois,  to 
reinforce  and  cooperate  with  General  West  against  Shelby.  The 
Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry, 
also  one  section  of  artillery  and  forty  cavalry,  will  constitute  the 
les  of  the  ioi ce  which  will  accompany  you  and  be  under  your  orders, 
ihe  gunboat  F awn,  Captain  Grace,  will  go  as  escort.  You  will  have 
for  transports  the  steamers  Nevada,  Commercial ,  and  Celeste.  The 
frtdlery  v  ill  embark  on  the  N evada,  and  it  is  already  understood  that 
the  I  ourteenth  Wisconsin  and  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry  will  also 
embark  on  that  boat.  It  is  intended  to  have  everything  on  the  boats 
by  2  o’clock  to-night,  so  there  will  be  a  certainty  the  boats  can  leave 
at  daylight.  X  learn  that  when  General  West  left  Searcy  it  was  his 
intention  to  go  toward  Grand  Glaise.  You  will  adopt  the  best  means 
in  your  power  to  communicate  with  him  and  inform  him  of  what  is 
going  on.  I  expect  you  will  be  able  to  get  above  the  mouth  of  Little 
Red  River  with  the  transports;  above  there  it  will  be  best  to  land 
about  twenty  of  the  cavalry  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to  com¬ 
municate  with  General  West.  Mr.  John  Thorpe  will  be  a  good  guide 
on  that  side  of  the  river ;  he  will  be  aboard  the  Celeste.  Mr.  McLaren, 
another  guide,  for  the  east  side  of  the  river,  will  report  to  you.  You 
will  go  up  the  river  as  far  as  possible  and  then  land  and  march  on 
Augusta,  unless  you  learn  from  General  West  or  other  good  authority 
that  the  enemy  is  somewhere  else,  in  which  case  you  will  march  on 
the  enemy.  If  General  West  should  be  at  Grand  Glaise,  and  the 
Celeste  or  some  other  boat  can  reach  that  point  and  help  him  cross, 
the  result  might  be  very  favorable,  allowing  that  Shelby  is  near 
Augusta.  If  it  is  in  my  power  I  will  send  along  more  troops  after 
you.  Use  every  effort  to  have  Shelby  suppressed. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  Andrews, 

Bn gadier- General,  C ommandina. 

Colonel  W.  H.  Graves, 

Commanding  First  Bngade. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed  movement 

above  Devall’s  Bluff. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff ,  September  2, 186 f — 6:  fo  p.  m. 

Captain:  I  think  I  will  have  everything  in  readiness  for  the 
expedition  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow.  Captain  Grace  says  he 
will  go.  I  will  send  the  Nevada ,  Commercial,  and  Celeste.  Will  be 
able  perhaps  to  send  forty  cavalry,  twenty  to  land  on  west  side  of 
river,  to  go  and  communicate  with  General  West,  and  twenty  to  go 
with  the  infantry,  on  east  side  of  the  river.  I  can  not  send  out  any 
more  cavalry,  I  think.  Colonel  Graves  says  a  woman  near  Peach 
Orchard  Bluff  reported  that  Shelby  was  about  to  move  to  join  Price 
at  Dardanelle  and  move  thence  into  Missouri. 

Very  respectfully,  _  C.  C.  Andrews, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock, 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Andrews,  TJ.  S.  Army,  of  return  to  Devall’s  Bluff. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  September  6 , 186 Jj — 1 :30  p.  m. 

Captain:  The  Celeste  ancl  Commercial  have  returned  with  Graves 
own  force.  The  other  boats  expected  soon.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  4th  the  boats  were  fired  into  at  Gregory’s  Landing.  Colonel 
Graves  and  8  men  were  wounded,  1  killed,  1  since  died.  Graves  is 
rather  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  The  next  day  they  wTent  into 
Augusta.  No  enemy  there  and  has  not  been  for  a  month.  Dobbin 
was  reported  east  of  Cache  River;  Shelby  in  neighborhood  of  Jack- 
sonport. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  C.  Andrews, 

Brigadier -General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Little  Rock. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Steele, 

U.  S.  Army,  announcing  arrival  at  Devall’s  Bluff  with  additional  gunboats. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 
DevalVs  Bluff ,  September  10, 186,j. 

General:  I  have  come  up  the  river  with  additional  gunboats  to 
assist  in  your  movements.  From  the  information  I  can  gather  here 
I  am  not  likely  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  unless  I  go  over 
to  Little  Rock  to  congratulate  you  on  your  success  and  triumphs. 
This  river  is  falling,  and  there  is  not  now  over  5  feet  of  water  on 
some  of  the  bars.  If  this  is  to  be  your  base  of  supplies,  the  low 
water  coming  requires  your  prompt  attention,  as  at  3  feet,  the  low- 
water  stage,  steamers  could  bring  up  very  little  freight  indeed, 
while  we  have  but  one  or  two  gunboats  of  sufficiently  light  draft  to 
act  as  convoy.  It  is  probable  that  all  the  gunboats  except  two  will 
be  obliged  to  leave  this  river  within  two  weeks’  time.  If  I  could 
have  obtained  conveyance  I  would  have  gone  over  to  your  camp 
to-day.  Horseback  riding  for  such  a  distance  is  rather  too  much 
for  the  uninitiated.  We  will  make  an  effort  to  get  up  to  Jackson- 
port,  leaving  here  in  the  morning.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  of  service 
to  you  in  every  way  possible. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully  and  most  truly,  yours, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Sixth  and  Seventh  Districts,  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  Fredreick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  before  Little  Rock ,  Ark. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to 
the  destruction  of  wharf  boat  and  Government  stores  at  Owens¬ 
boro,  Ky. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Evansville,  Ind.,  September  1, 186 J. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  some  four  or  five  days  after 
the  U-  S.  S.  Silver  Lake  was  called  from  Owensboro,  [Ky.],  to  patrol 
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the  Cumberland,  a  squad  of  guerrillas  came  into  town  and  set  fire 

storesdonUirdWRe  witJ’  1  believe>  some  Government 

stores  on  it.  When  I  withdrew  the  Silver  Lake ,  I  ordered  the 

Bnlhant  to  relieve  her,  but  from  tardiness  on  the  part  of  the  boiler- 

makers  at  Evansville,  her  boilers  were  not  in  readiness  in  time. 

U  hen  I  supposed  she  was  at  Owensboro,  she  was  still  at  Evansville 

a  u  !uiali?70b  °tPatching  a  boiler  not  yet  completed.  When  I 
ordered  the  Stiver  Lake  to  the  Cumberland  there  was  a  garrison 
o±  troops  at  Owensboro — one  regiment— sufficient  to  defend  the 
place  against  all  the  guerrillas  in  Kentucky,  but  for  some  reason  the 
troops  were  withdrawn  shortly  after  the  Silver  Lake  left.  The 
damage  done  by  the  rebels  amounted  to  scarcely  anything,  as  I  am 
told  the  Government  stores  burned  with  the  wharf  boat  were  onlv 
a  tew  things  left  behind  by  the  regiment  that  had  left  there 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T  •  ,  ,  „  ,  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant -Commander,  Comdg.  10th  List.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain  Pen- 
nock  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  furnish  information  regarding  prizes  sent  for 

UjUj  f  ilfX/t/CCLljcOlfb* 


Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  September  1,  186J+. 

Sir  :  1  ou  will  please  state  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  the  names  of 
the  vessels  that  have  been  sent  in  as  prizes  since  I  left,  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  cases,  the  cargoes,  etc.,  and  I  will  report 
them  to  the  judge.  You  will  have  all  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
prize  commissioners,  and  send  the  papers  to  the  judge  from  Cairo, 

Respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

~  ,  .  .  , .  _  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Davis ,  TJ .  S. 
Navy ,  to  serve  as  senior  member  of  a  commission  on  selection  of 
stte  for  naval  station  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

Navy  Department,  September  2, 186 % 

.  Cir:  An  act  of  Congress  approved  June  30,  1864,  having  author¬ 
ized  and  empowered  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  “  appoint  a  commis¬ 
sion,  consisting  of  one  naval  officer,  one  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps 
jnd  one  civilian,  to  select  the  most  approved  site  for  a  navy  yard 
or  naval  station  on  the  Mississippi  River  or  upon  one  of  its  tribu¬ 
taries  and  to  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,”  I  hereby  ap¬ 
point  you  as  the  naval  officer  of  the  commission  and  senior  mem¬ 
ber  thereof.  The  other  members  of  the  commission  are  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  H.  Bowman,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who  has  been  de¬ 
tailed  by  the  War  Department  for  the  purpose,  and  George  W. 
Blunt,  esq.,  of  New  York,  both  of  whom  have  been  directed  to  report 
to  you  by  letter. 
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You  will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the 
commission  on  receiving  further  orders  and  instructions  from  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Henry  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington. 


hetter  from. Lieutenant-Commander  Self  ridge,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  giving  information  received  from  de¬ 
serters  regarding  movements  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator,  September  2,  186 L 
General:  Three  deserters  came  into  one  of  our  gunboats  yester¬ 
day,  belonging  to  the  engineer  regiment  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
forces.  They  had  been  stationed  at  Kirk’s  Ferry,  on  the  Tensas 
River,  where  they  had  built  a  pontoon  for  the  use  of  the  troops  about 
to  cross  the  Mississippi.  They  represent  that  the  orders  for  crossing 
had  been  countermanded ;  that  a  part  of  their  pontoon  train  had 
been  sent  back  to  Alexandria;  that  all  the  troops  had  been  ordered 
to  assemble  at  Monroe.  They  understood  the  infantry  were  to  oper¬ 
ate  in  Arkansas,  the  cavalry  to  go  to  Missouri.  This  is  important, 
if  true,  and  looks  like  carrying  the  war  back  to  its  old  boundaries  and 
cutting  off  Steele.  If  you  think  it  necessary,  will  you  inform  General 
Steele?  It  may  be,  also,  by  assembling  at  Monroe,  they  intend  to 
attack  Milliken’s  Bend  and  Goodrich’s  Landing,  and  perhaps  to  cross 
the  river  above  Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridce, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Comdg.  Fifth  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Vicksburg  and  vicinity. 


Report  of  LAeutenant-C ommander  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  engagement  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Naiad  with  battery 
in  vicinity  of  tunica  Bend ,  September  2. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  September  6,  186J/.. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  letter  from  Acting  Master 
Henry  T.  Keene,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Naiad.  From  his  letter  you 
will  see  that  he  is  short  of  officers.  You  will  be  pleased  to  send 
officers  to  fill  vacancies. 

So  far  as  firing  into  vessels  is  concerned  in  his  vicinity,  it  amounts 
to  very  little,  and,  with  the  changes  I  have  made,  I  think  there  is 
little  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  that  vicinity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Comdg.  Second  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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.  U.  S.  S.  Naiad, 

1  unxca  Bendy  Mississippi  River ,  September  2, 1864. 

.  Sl* :  1  \lave  the  honor  to  report  that  we  were  attacked  this  morn¬ 
ing  by  a  battery  from  Rowe’s  Landing.  It  appeared  to  consist  of 
live  pieces,  three  m  one  position  and  two  in  the  other,  and  about  400 
yards  apart. 

He  were  heading  down  at  the  time  and  they  concentrated  a  cross 
lire  on  us.  W  e  got  turned  around  and  returned  their  fire  as  briskly 
as  possible  and  silenced  the  battery  after  a  while. 

The  Ozark  came  to  our  assistance,  but  they  had  ceased  firing  be¬ 
fore  she  got  within  range.  We  expended  52  rounds  of  shell  and 
shrapnel  and  were  hit  22  times,  but  did  us  no  great  damage  beyond 
cutting  our  escape  pipe,  port  nog  chains,  and  damaging  our  wheel  a 
little. 

They  had  three  different  kinds  of  pieces  at  least,  for  I  have  in  my 
possession  12-pounder  rifle  shell,  12-pounder  round  shell,  and  6- 
pounder  solid  shot.  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  they  are  in 
this  neighborhood  now,  and  I  am  hardly  in  a  proper  condition  to 
defend  a  place  like  this  and  run  nights  also,  in  consequence  of  my 
lack  of  officers,  having  but  two  master’s  mates  and  one  of  them  sick 
two  engineers  and  not  one  of  them  on  the  list,  and  one  pilot,  I  will 
however,  do  all  I  can  to  keep  the  place  guarded. 

September  4.— The  battery  is  still  here,  for  while  I  was  on  the 
upper  part  of  my  beat  a  transport  was  fired  on  about  2  this  morning. 
I  did  not  learn  the  name.  The  Ozark  came  up  and  we  shelled  the 
woods,  but  could  get  no  reply.  I  would  respectfully  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  place,  for  my  officers  and  men  are  getting  worn  out  with 
extra  duty,  for  I  have  to  keep  them  at  quarters  all  the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Keene, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  P.  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  2d  and  3d  Districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-C ommander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  offering  convoy  to  Armv  vessels  bv 
the  U.  S.  S.  Ouachita. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

New  Orleans ,  Za.,  September  2,  1864. 

I  have  just  received  your  telegram,  through  General  Lawler,  and 
will  order  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  Ouachita ,  now  lying  at  Baton 
Rouge,  to  convoy  all  vessels  you  may  send  up.  The  vessel  carries 
forty  guns.  On  arrival  here  will  order  Captain  Wilson  to  return 
to  Baton  Rouge  to  meet  any  other  vessels  coming  up,  and  will  send 
to  Morganza  by  other  vessels  from  here.  Bayou  Sara  vessels  will 
report  to  Captain  Wilson  at  Baton  Rouge.  Would  advise,  if  there 
are  many  vessels  going  up,  that  they  go  together,  and  I  can  give  them 
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a  proper  convoy.  Should  Captain  Wilson  be  below  Baton  Rouge,  this 
dispatch  should  be  shown  him,  and  he  will  return  with  them. 

Respectfully,  *  _  _ 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Major-General  Canby. 

[Endorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  September  2,  186 Jj. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  Major-General  Reynolds  for 
his  information,  and  with  the  request  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  keep 
Captain  Foster  posted  about  the  movements  of  the  transports,  their 
number,  and  time  of  departure. 

By  order  of  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Reports  and  correspondence  in  the  case  of  Acting  Master  Daniel  W. 

Glenney ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  September  186Jj.. 

Report  of  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  papers  in  the  case. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis ,  Tenn .,  October  25 ,  186 Jj. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  the  action  of  the  Department  the  case  of  Acting 
Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  late  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 

The  interests  of  the  public  service  can  not  be  subjected  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  consequent  to  withdrawing  officers  from  distant  points  to 
attend  to  the  adjudication  of  this  case  by  a  naval  court-martial  whilst 
the  different  reports  from  commanding  officers  point  unhesitatingly 
to  the  fact  that  Acting  Master  Glenney  is  incompetent  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a  naval  officer  even  if  the  charge  of  treachery  can  not 
be  proven  on  him,  though  substantiated  by  circumstantial  evidence. 

In  direct  violation  of  General  Orders  Nos.  4  and  24,  issued  by 
Admiral  Porter,  he  directed  his  boats  to  land  and  the  crew  to  pro¬ 
ceed  beyond  the  distance  wherein  he  could  protect  or  afford  them 
assistance,  thereby  losing  his  men  by  deaths,  capture,  and  showing 
his  want  of  judgment  and  capacity. 

Again,  violating  the  distinct  order  from  his  superior  officer,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Selfridge,  who  directed  him  to  return  to  his 
command,  he  proceeded  to  Vicksburg,  and,  on  the  testimony  of 
Major-General  Dana,  brought  in  the  accessory  of  mendacity  to  sup¬ 
port  his  unofficerlike  conduct. 

The  testimony  of  J.  P.  Green  is  merely  hearsay  and,  of  course,  to 
a  certain  extent,  unreliable,  but  the  circumstances  are  so  very  con¬ 
sistent,  and  the  absence  of  a  motive  for  bringing  such  a  statement 
on  the  part  of  Green,  confirm  my  suspicion  sufficiently  to  recommend 
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to  the  Department  that  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney  be  summarily 
dismissed  the  United  States  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n  .■  tt  Cl  AT  ~  Pennock,. 

L  apt  am,  U .  S.  Navy ,  C'omonanding  M  ississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 

.  SlR:  I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master  [N.  B.l  Willets’  inves¬ 
tigation  in  the  affair  that  led  to  the  capture  of  18  of  the  Rattler’s 
crew  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Joshua  James. 

The  conduct  of  her  late  commander,  Acting  Master  D.  [W.l 
Glenney,  has  been  such  as  to  cause  me  to  deprive  him  of  his  com¬ 
mand,  place  him  under  arrest,  and  to  put  Acting  Master  Willets,  late 
of  the  Benton ,  m  charge  of  the  Rattler ,  all  of  which  I  trust  may  meet 
your  approval. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  from  General  Dana, 
which  was  my  first  intimation  of  such  culpable  disobedience  on  the 
part  of  Acting  Master  Glenney. 

The  latter  came  down  to  me  in  person  a  day  or  two  after  the  loss 
of  his  men;  for  which  act,  leaving  his  command  without  authority, 
I  severely  reprimanded  him.  In  an  hour  afterwards  I  sent  him  back 
on  the  Empress ,  at  the  same  time  expressing  much  censure  at  the 
exposed  state  of  his  vessel  in  the  absence  of  her  captain.  It  seems, 
instead  of  rejoining  the  Rattler ,  this  officer  coolly  passed  on  to  Vicks¬ 
burg,  wThere  he  remained  two  or  more  days,  which  was  made  known 
to  me  through  General  Dana. 

It  was  but  a  short  time  previous  to  this  affair  that  I  had  informed 
Captain  Glenney  that  I  did  not  wish  him  to  go  or  send  armed  parties 
ashore,  it  being  in  direct  violation  of  your  general  orders. 

Acting  Master  Willets,  I  think,  will  make  an  excellent  commander. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Rattler, 

Off  Hurricane  Island ,  September  12 ,  186 J. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  to  ascertain  all  the  particulars 
in  regard  to  the  late  actions  of  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  late 
commander  of  this  vessel,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  questioned  the 
officers  closely  in  all  the  details  of  the  case,  and  learn  from  them  that 
an  expedition  left  the  vessel  on  the  4th  instant,  between  8  and  9  p.  m., 
to  search  the  house  of  J.  James  for  his  two  sons  (officers  in  the 
rebel  Army),  who,  by  information  received  from  negroes,  were  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  home  at  night.  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  the  cutter  left,  shots  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  cutter, 
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then  lying  at  the  Louisiana  shore,  nearly  abreast  of  the  ship,  and  in 
charge  of  two  contrabands,  the  rest  of  the  party  having  started  up  the 
river  bank  toward  James’s  residence,  about  2  miles  distant,  some 
thirty  minutes  previous  to  the  firing. 

At  this  time  a  whistle  was  blown  from  the  vessel  as  a  signal  to  the 
gig  (which  had  been  sent  to  the  Mississippi  shore  on  some  duty), 
which  caused  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  H.  Hume,  with 
party,  to  turn  back  toward  the  boat.  On  their  return,  as  they  arrived 
at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  their 
landing  place,  they  were  ordered  to  halt  and  surrender,  as  they 
were  completely  surrounded  and  overpowered.  Mr.  Hume  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  his  men,  in  a  low  tone,  to  fire,  which  was  done,  and 
quickly  returned  by  about  100  shots  from  the  rebels  from  all  sides, 
wounding  1  of  our  men  and  killing  4  of  their  own,  when  they  rushed 
upon  our  men  and  captured  18,  the  officer  in  charge  and  2  men 
making  their  escape  by  crossing  through  the  woods  and  down  the 
river  bank. 

During  this  time  an  attack  had  been  made  on  the  cutter  and  the 
two  contrabands  left  to  guard  it  killed  and  thrown  overboard.  The 
cutter  was  then  manned  by  a  rebel  officer  and  men,  the  officer  being 
the  commander  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Missouri  and  the  men  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  seamen  from  the  same  vessel.  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney, 
commanding,  ordered  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Ensign  H.  N. 
Wells,  to  take  the  dingey  with  an  armed  crew  and  proceed  carefully 
toward  the  Louisiana  shore  and  see  if  he  could  ascertain  by  any  means 
the  cause  of  the  firing  and  the  whereabouts  of  our  men.  On  coming 
about,  200  yards  from  the  shore,  he  (Mr.  Wells)  discovered  the  cutter 
pulling  toward  the  vessel.  He  immediately  hailed  her,  to  which  the 
officer  in  the  cutter  answered  aye,  aye. 

Mr.  Wells  not  being  satisfied  with  the  answer,  requested  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  cutter  to  give  his  name.  No  attention  being  paid 
to  the  request,  he  (Mr.  Wells)  commenced  firing  with  his  revolver 
and  muskets  upon  the  men  in  the  boat,  at  the  same  time  hailing  the 
ship  and  informing  the  commander  that  the  cutter  was  captured  and 
now  making  an  attempt  to  board  the  vessel  by  approaching  her  on 
the  quarter,  requesting  his  commander  to  train  a  gun  sharp  on  the 
quarter  and  fire  at  the  captured  boat,  upon  which  the  cutter  made 
for  the  Louisiana  shore. 

By  this  time  the  vessel,  having  slipped  her  chain,  was  underway 
and,  proceeding  in  the  direction  in  which  the  cutter  was  last  seen, 
fired  a  shot  after  her.  Dropping  slowly  down  the  river  looking  for 
the  cutter  until  abreast  the  foot  of  Hurricane  Island,  she  rounded 
to  and  proceeded  up  the  river  close  to  the  Louisiana  shore  (to  see 
if  she  could  find  any  of  her  men  or  the  enemy)  as  far  as  James’s 
residence.  Mr.  James  made  his  appearance  on  the  bank.  He  was 
asked  if  any  of  the  Rattler’s  crew  had  been  there  that  night. 

The  reply  was  no.  The  vessel  then  proceeded  down  the  river, 
when  she  was  hailed  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  H.  Hume. 
The  vessel  being  landed,  two  shots  were  fired  from  the  vessel,  and 
the  officer  (Mr.  Hume)  and  two  of  the  crew  taken  on  board,  his 
voice  being  recognized  before  landing.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  her 
anchorage  within  about  200  yards  of  the  Louisiana  shore  and  abreast 
the  place  where  the  cutter  was  first  landed. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


539 


On  the  following  morning  (the  5th  instant)  the  vessel  was  got 
underway  and  went  up  opposite  James’s  house  and  landed  at  the 
bank  on  the  Louisiana  shore,  when  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glennev 
commanding,  Acting  I  hire!  Assistant  Engineer  James  H.  Hume5 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  N.  Bock,  and  D.  D.  Ivnapp,  gunner’s 
mate,  went  on  shore,  procured  a  negro  guide  and  horses  and  started 
for  the  rebel  camp  under  a  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  paroling 
the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  Rattler  captured  the  night 
previous,  4  bis  was  accomplished,  and  the  officers  returned  between 
8  and  12  p.  m.,  the  paroled  men  reaching  the  vessel  about  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  between 
the  hours  of  12  m.  and  4  p.  m.,  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney  left 
the  vessel  and  went  on  board  the  steamer  V.  F.  Wilson  and  reported 
himself  and  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  commanding  Fifth  District  and 
U.  S.  S.  Vindicator ,  then  lying  at  same  point  "between  Waterproof 
and  Natchez  Island. 

^On  Wednesday,  the  7th,  he  passed  up  the  river  on  the  steamer 
Empress.  He  hailed  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  and  ordered  the  executive 
officer  (Acting  Ensign  H.  N.  Wells)  to  allow  no  one  to  go  on  shore 
and  to  keep  a  strict  watch,  as  he  (Glenney)  had  heard  the  rebels 
were  in  the  vicinity,  and  if  any  were  discovered  to  throw  a  few  shell 
among  them  and  fire  a  shell  every  fifteen  minutes  or  thereabouts 
during  the  night,  as  he  (Glenney)  was  going  to  Vicksburg.  Acting 
Master  D.  W.  Glenney  returned  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  on  the 
10th  instant.  This  is  the  most  explicit  account  of  the  whole  affair 
that  I  can  obtain. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  WlLLETS, 

Acting  Master ,  G ommanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  Fifth  District  and  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator. 


Confidential.]  Headquarters,  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  September  9 , 186 f. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  this  confidential  way,  to  state  my  belief  that 
there  are  very  suspicious  circumstances  connected  with  the  conduct 
of  the  acting  lieutenant  commanding  the  gunboat  Rattler.  He  has 
been  loafing  about  here  for  a  day  or  two  and  reports  himself  on 
parole.  Some  of  my  officers  state  that  he  has  told  them  that  he  still 
commands  his  vessel,  but  that  his  parole  requires  him  to  keep  his 
vessel  out  of  the  way  and  not  to  use  his  guns  on  the  enemy.  They 
say  that  he  is  on  most  intimate  terms  with  Janies  and  other  rebels 
in  his  vicinity,  and  was  captured  under  the  most  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances.  His  vessel  is  said  to  be  now  purposely  out  of  position 
without  your  knowledge,  being  at  or  above  Joe  Davis’s  Bend. 

He  has  had  considerable  money,  and  is  suspected  of  being  in  collu¬ 
sion  with  rebels  in  cotton  business. 

It  is  possible  you  have  no  confidence  in  him  yourself,  and,  for 
aught  I  know,  you  may  have  him  in  arrest ;  but  I  have  thought  best, 
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in  this  friendly  way,  to  address  you,  so  that  you  may  take  such  meas¬ 
ures  as  may  seem  best  to  you  in  event  of  your  not  being  informed. 

■  s|c  *  H=  *  *  *  * 

With  much  respect  and  regard,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

M  ajor- General . 

Captain  Selfbidge, 

Commanding  Division ,  U .  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Fairchild's  Island ,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  Joseph  P.  Green,  who  professes  to  be  a  deserter  from  the  rebel 
Navy,  was  received  on  board  this  vessel  this  morning.  He  states 
that'  he  has  been  employed  on  board  a  rebel  transport  at  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  that  he  left  that  town  on  the  26th  of  last  month.  He  has 
made  certain  statements  in  regard  to  the  recent  capture  of  a  portion 
of  the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit 
to  you.  He  does  not  make  these  statements  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  but  from  what  he  heard  from  the  rebel  officers  at  Shreve¬ 
port.  They  spoke  of  these  matters  freely;  in  fact,  they  were  the 
subject  of  open  and  common  conversation. 

He  says  it  was  the  subject  of  common  remark  among  the  rebel 
officers  at  Shreveport  that  an  arrangement  had  been  entered  into 
between  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  and  a  certain 
Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  rebel  Army,  that  the  Rattler  should  be 
treacherously  surrendered  to  the  rebels;  that  it  was  understood  to 
be  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Rattler ,  that 
he  should,  at  an  appointed  time,  send  on  shore  two  of  his  boats  with 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  crew ;  that  these  boats  were  to  be  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  rebels,  and  to  be  used  by  them  to  board  and  capture  the 
Rattler ;  that  Colonel  Harrison  informed  Lieutenant  Jonathan  H. 
Carter  (late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy)  of  these  arrangements,  and  that 
Carter  proceeded  from  Shreveport  with  certain  of  the  crew  of  the 
rebel  vessels  Missouri  and  Webb ,  and  with  them  captured  the  boats 
of  the  Rattler ;  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Carter  to  board  and  cap¬ 
ture  the  Rattler ,  which  he  could  easily  have  done,  as  so  large  a  por¬ 
tion  of  her  crew  were  absent;  that  after  having  got  possession  of 
her  and  her  signals,  Carter  was  to  put  a  large  force  on  board  her 
and  proceed  down  the  river  to  attempt  to  capture  other  gunboats  of 
this  squadron,  and  that  the  whole  plan  was  upset  by  the  alarm  that 
was  given  by  an  acting  ensign  belonging  to  the  Rattler. 

This  man  Green  makes  all  these  statements  as  if  they  were  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  frequent  and  common  remarks  among  the  rebel  officers  at 
Shreveport.  He  gives  all  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  boats’ 
crews  and  the  boats  of  the  Rattler  with  almost  as  much  ease  and 
familiarity  as  if  he  had  been  an  eyewitness.  He  speaks  of  the  dis¬ 
appointment  of  Carter  at  their  failure,  and  says  that  the  rebels  cal¬ 
culated  on  doing  much  injury  to  this  squadron.  His  principal 
information  was  derived  from  a  Mr.  Bonica,  who  was  a  chief  engi¬ 
neer  in  the  rebel  Navy,  and  who  was  with  Carter  in  the  expedition 
from  Shreveport  for  the  capture  of  the  Rattler. 
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G  een,yr  B°n.lca  s  steward  and  heard  him  and  other  rebel  officers 
speak  of  the  affair  without  reserve  and  is  fully  of  the  opinion  that 
the  captain  of  the  Rattler  intended  to  suffer  his  vessel  to  be  captured. 

Bonica  was  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  he  has  lately  deserted 
from  the  rebel  Navy  and  intends  to  try  to  reach  home  via  Matamoras 
and  JSev  Orleans.  In  this  connection,  I  may  say  that  one  of  my 
engineers,  Mr.  Fair  fowl,  was  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  John  Bonica, 
tormerly  ot  St.  Louis,  who  was  a  steamboat  engineer.  This  o-0es 
somewhat  to  confirm  the  statements  of  the  man  Green  Indeed  I 
can  not  conceive  any  reason  why  he  should  misrepresent  in  this  mat¬ 
ter.  All  his  statements  are  so  m  accordance  with  the  facts  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  capture  of  the  boats  of  the  Rattler ,  and  of  many  other 
circumstances  that  transpired  at  the  time,  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  believe  that  he  is  telling  anything  but  the  truth.  It  is  true  that 
his  story  is  merely  from  hearsay.  Yet  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
detain  lnm  on  board  this  vessel  until  I  shall  receive  your  decision 
m  regard  to  him.  He  says  that  he  is  a  native  and  resident  of 
Memphis. 


.  S°on  after  the  capture  of  the  boats  of  the  Rattler ,  Captain  Self- 
ndge  ordered  her  commanding  officer,  Acting  Master  D.  W.  GLn- 
ney,  to  be  placed  under  close  arrest;  but  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
afterwards  released  him  from  close  arrest,  merely  confining  him  to 
his  vessel.  But  since  hearing  the  statement  of  this  rebel  deserter  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  again  order  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney 
under  close  arrest,  that  he  may  neither  escape  nor  hold  communica¬ 
tion  with  any  other  person  outside  of  the  Rattler. 

I  hope  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  with  your  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Flye, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  5th  Dist.  pro  tern. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  papers. 

No.  2.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk 

Mound  City ,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  copies  of  the  following  papers  in  the  case 
of  Acting  Master  Glenney,  late  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  acci¬ 
dentally  omitted  in  Captain  Pennock’s  No.  26,  of  25th  ultimo  and 
necessary  to  complete  the  evidence  in  the  case,  viz : 

(1)  September  5.  Acting  Master  Glenney’s  report  of  the  capture 
of  20  men  *  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant. 

(2)  September  6,  from  same,  reporting  interview  with  rebel  com¬ 
manding  officer  and  obtaining  the  release  of  these  prisoners  on  parole. 

(3)  September  7,  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  enclosing  Nos' 
1  and  2. 


*  See  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 
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Acting  Master  Glenney  is  still  under  close  arrest,  waiting  the  action 
of  the  Department  in  his  case,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Department 
by  Captain  Pennock  while  he  was  in  command  of  this  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  Rattler,  September  5.  1861,,. 

Sir:  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  make  the  following  report:  Re¬ 
ceiving  information  that  two  Confederate  officers  veie  stopping  a 
the  house  of  one  Mr.  James,  which  is  a  short  distance  abo\  e  this 
vessel,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  I  resolved  to  make  an  eflort  to  cap¬ 
ture  them.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  at  about  8  o  clock,  an 
officer  left  the  vessel  in  the  cutter,  with  22  men,  and  landed  on  the  shore 
abreast  of  the  vessel.  Two  negroes,  who  were  left  m  charge  of  the 
boat,  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  and  killed.  .  The  officer  m  chaige  of 
the  expedition  had  nearly  accomplished  his  mission,  when,  hearing  the 
discharge  of  musketry,  he  immediately  started  back  for  this  vessel, 
and  suddenly  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  about  600  of  the  enemy ;  my 
men  being  completely  surrounded  were  obliged  to  surrender.  The 
guns  of  this  vessel  covered  the  parties  during  the  whole  time,  but  it 
was  not  prudent  to  fire,  as  we  were  in  danger  of  killing  our  own  men. 
In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  manned  the  cutter  and  proceeded  to 
capture  this  vessel,  and  when  alongside  became  intimidated  and 
started  with  all  speed  down  the  river.  In  the  meantime  I  had 
slipped  cable,  but  it  was  useless  to  chase  the  boat,  as  it  had  become 
lost  to  us  in  the  darkness.  I  headed  slowly  up  the  river,  keeping  close 
to  the  bank,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  pick  up  my  officer  and  2  of 
the  men  who  had  escaped  after  they  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy. 

I  am  painfully  conscious  I  have  been  the  victim  of  negro  duplicity, 
by  trusting  in  their  apparently  truthful  stories,  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  this  unfortunate  disaster.  I  have  no  excuse  to  offer  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  myself,  and  if  I  have  erred,  it  has  been  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  benefiting  the  good  cause  we  are  all  mutually  engaged  in. 
I  recovered  20  white  men  by  the  dispatch  boat,  who  were  the  ones 
captured. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  to-morrow  I  shall  en¬ 
deavor  to  recover  my  men,  even  if  I  am  obliged  to  give  myself  a 
ransom  for  them.  I  should  undoubtedly  have  been  with  them  now  if 
illness  had  not  prevented  my  so  doing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  W.  Glennet, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator  and  Fifth  District. 

p.  s. — The  13  boxes  of  tobacco  which  I  captured  I  shall  send  to 
Cairo  by  the  dispatch  boat, 
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u.  S.  S.  Rattler,  September  6,  1864. 

of  thecantZ  Zr lCh  £  y7  °f  the  6,th  h'st“‘  1  gave  an  account 
01  tiie  capture  of  a  number  of  my  men  by  the  enemy,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  one  Colonel  [Isaac  F.]  Harrison 

Yesterday  I  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  had  an  interview 
vhh  the  commanding  officer,  and  procured  the  release  on  their  parole 

properly  exchanged*.1'  ^  auttoritiefS 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  W.  Glenney, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator  and  Fifth  District. 

„nH'lf'F;,IfiZ*lIdflreSpeCtfl,1b  m™tion  that  3  Colt’s  navy  revolvers 
ancl  1  <  Unfaeld  rifles  were  captured. 

Respectfully,  D.  W.  Giram. 


[Enclosure  3.] 


U.  S.  S.  Vindicator, 

Fifth  District ,  September  7,  186Jh 
Sir:  Your  surprise  at  the  capture  of  the  Rattler's  men  will  not 
e  greater  than  mine,  upon  Captain  Glenney’s  presenting  himself 
to  me  last  evening  Surprised  as  much  at  the  intelligence  of  the 
attair,  as  that  he  should  leave  his  vessel  without  permission  and 
come  down  to  me. 

Some  weeks  [ago]  Captain  Glenney  went  out  back  of  St.  Joseph 
with  a  party  from  the  Benton ,  and  narrowly  escaped  capture.  When 
I  learned  of  it,  I  told  him  positively  that  I  wished  him  to  confine 
himself  to  the  vessel,  and  not  to  send  parties  ashore. 

It  would  seem  to  me  a  laid  plan  to  entrap  him,  the  story  of  the 
negroes  that  there  were  to  be  officers  at  Mr.  James’s  house  that  even¬ 
ing  and  the  improbability  of  there  being  such  a  large  force  close 
to  the  banks  of  the  river  at  that  time  of  night,  without  a  reason. 
Unhappily,  their  plans  worked  very  well.  The  party  sent  ashore 
were  raw  recruits,  just  received,  and  in  charge  only  of  an  engineer 
that  escaped. 

The  strangest  part  of  the  story  is  that  the  enemy  went  off  in  the 
Rattler's  cutter  to  capture  her.  They  were  onlv  discovered  when 
within  musket  range,  and  but  for  an  accident  would  have  been  on 
board  of  her.  Captain  Glenney  states  that  he  immediately  slipped 
but  lost  sight  of  her  and  she  escaped.  As  the  night  was  bright  star- 
light,  it  would  seem  to  show  that  there  must  have  been  great  con¬ 
fusion  and  excitement  on  the  Rattler . 

Captain  Glenney,  the  next  day,  went  some  20  miles  in  the  country 
unattended,  to  seek  an  interview  with  Colonel  Harrison,  who  finally 
consented  to  release  them  on  parole. 

Upon  after  consideration  I  will  [keep]  those  paroled  men  on  the 
Rattler  until  I  can  learn  if  there  is  any  immediate  chance  of  effecting 
their  exchange.  fo 
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If  not,  I  will  send  them  up  the  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant-C ornmander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  1J.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  May,  U.  S.  Navy,  with  enclosures. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  18, 186 1^. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  No.  2  of  2d  instant,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
communication  dated  7th  instant  from  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  L. 
May,  with  enclosures  as  therein  stated,  reporting  the  desertion  of 
Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  late  commanding  the  Rattler ,  and 
Acting  Ensign  E.  P.  Nellis,  of  the  same  vessel,  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  Department’s  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  giving  instructions 
as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  Acting  Master  Glenney' s  case, 
was  received  on  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 
Natchez ,  November  7, 1861^. 

Sir  :  There  is  now  no  doubt  about  the  treachery  of  Acting  Master 
Glenney.  By  the  letter  (marked  “A”)  it  will  be  seen  that  he  and 
his  friend  Nellis  escaped  from  the  steamer  Rattler  on  the  4th  in¬ 
stant.  I  learn  that  Glenney  had  much  influence  over  Nellis,  who 
was  young  and  romantic.  I  did  not  know  of  their  intimacy  before, 
or  I  would  have  had  Glenney  brought  to  the  Benton.  I  ordered  him 
in  close  arrest  when  I  first  came  down,  and  Captain  Willets  thought 
he  could  take  care  of  them. 

I  forward  two  letters  from  Glenney  (“  B  ”  and  “  C  ”)  that  present 
a  remarkable  contrast,  one  to  an  ensign  of  this  ship  (who  handed 
it  to  the  captain  at  once)  and  one  to  a  lady  in  Rodney,  which  is 
explained  in  Captain  Ploel’s  letter  marked  “  £).” 

I  have  made  a  memorandum,  “  E,”  of  a  report  from  the  captain 
of  the  Brown,  which  goes  still  further  to  show  the  perfidy  of  the 
traitor.  Glenney  was  a  seafaring  man,  having  been  mate  of  a  ship 
out  of  New  York. 

On  the  24th  of  October  Mr.  Nellis  sent  in  his  resignation  as  acting 
ensign,  in  order,  as  he  says  in  his  letter,  to  get  the  appointment  of 
pilot  below  Vicksburg.  Accompanying  is  a  recommendation  from 
the  two  pilots  of  the  Forest  Rose. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  May. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron . 
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U.  S.  S.  Rattler, 

Mississippi  River ,  November  4,  1864 •• 
Sir  .  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  desertion  of  the 
executive  officer  of  this  vessel.  Acting  Ensign  E.  P.  Nellis,  and  of 
the  escape  of  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney.  Sentries  were  placed 
at  each  door  of  the  room  in  which  Acting  Master  Glenney  was  con¬ 
fined,  and  all  precautions  taken  as  usual. 

.  They  probably  left  the  vessel  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  p.  m. 
m  a  skiff  which  was  on  the  guard.  The  officer  of  the  deck,  Acting 
Ensign  H.  E.  Church,  reports  that  he  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Nellis. 

I  am?  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  WlLLETS, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  R.  L.  Mat, 

Commanding  Fifth  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


B. 

U.  S.  S.  Rattler,  October  18,  I864. 

I  riend  Randolph  :  Last  evening  the  merchant  steamer  Jos.  Pierce 
touched  alongside  of  this  vessel  and  a  gentleman  who  claimed  to  be 
your  brother  visited  me.  On  account  of  existing  circumstances  his 
wish  could  not  be  granted.  He  was  kind  enough  to  send  me  the 
following  message,  to  wit,  that  a  rebel  deserter  was  on  board  of  the 
Benton ,  who  could  swear  that  I  had  communicated  with  the  enemy 
and  agreed  to  sell  my  vessel  to  them.  God  is  conscious  that  I  am 
innocent  of  anything  wrong,  and  if  I  have  done  wrong  it  has  been 
from  a  desire  to  serve  the  good  cause  that  we  are  all  actually  engaged 
in.  My  conscience,  dear  friend,  is  as  clear  as  the  noon-day  sun,  but 
circumstantial  evidence  has  at  times  proved  stronger  than  positive 
proof,  and  such  evidence  undoubtedly  may  be  brought  against  me. 

I  now  wish  to  receive  a  favor  of  you,  and  you  will  eventually  find 
that  I  am  not  unmindful  of  it.  As  soon  as  you  receive  this  note, 
answer  it  by  first  boat  up,  and  tell  me  who  the  rebel  is  that  you  have. 
Whether  he  is  an  officer  or  private,  what  is  his  name,  when  did  he 
come  aboard  of  you,  and  what  the  story  is  that  he  tells.  Please  be 
candid  with  me,  and  you  will  never  regret  it.  Let  me  know  what 
Mr.  Lound’s  sentiments  are. 

I  am  ver}^  anxious  to  get  information  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  I 
have  a  lawyer  already  engaged,  who  is  in  direct  communication 
with  me. 

The  events  of  the  last  few  weeks  have  made  me  nearly  broken¬ 
hearted.  I  have  been  treated  unjustly,  but  I  will  not  complain,  con¬ 
vinced  as  I  am  that  an  impartial  court  will  honorably  acquit  me  of 
any  wrong. 
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You  will  excuse  me  for  not  going  into  details  at  present,  but  at  a 
favorable  opportunity  I  will  tell  you  all.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you 
soon,  I  will  close. 

Remaining,  your  friend, 

Danl.  W.  Glenney,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Off  Hu'rricane  Island. 


C. 

U.  S.  S.  Rattler, 

W ednesday  morning- — 10  o'clock. 

My  Dearest  Cousin  :  Once  more  I  have  the  pleasure  of  beholding 
the  pleasant  hills  of  your  little  town,  but,  alas,  it  is  a  mournful  one, 
for  I  am  still  in  durance  vile,  and  with  no  prospect  of  an  immediate 
release. 

The  insult  that  has  been  put  upon  me  by  the  servant  of  an  imbecile 
Government  has  sunk  deep  into  my  heart.  I  now  live  for  one  purpose, 
and  that  is  deep,  bitter  revenge.  I  will  sacrifice  home,  kindred, 
aye,  my  dearest  friends,  to  accomplish  my  aim.  Like  a  snake  I  will 
sting  when  least  expected,  and  my  name  shall  be  a  terror  to  every 
Yankee.  The  haunts  of  old  ocean  are  too  familiar  to  me  to  fear 
their  fast  cruisers,  for  will  not  my  bonny  barque  be  equally  as  swift  ? 
Do  not  reproach  me,  clear  cousin,  and  abhor  me  for  my  intentions,  but 
you  wish  me  to  be  all  confidence  with  you,  or  else  you  would  not 
know  my  future  intentions.  There  are  other  brave  hearts  that  will 
sail  under  my  orders  who  are  now  serving  under  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment.  You,  who  are  the  only  being  that  I  claim  as  a  friend,  will 
not,  I  hope,  despise  me.  Do  not  call  me  a  traitor;  remember  that  I 
have  been  true  and  faithful  to  the  Federals  till  they  wrongfully 
abused  me,  and  I  have  protested  against  them  forever.  We  have 
come  here  for  the  purpose  of  getting  coal,  but  as  there  is  none  here, 
we  shall  proceed  on  to  Natchez. 

I  shall  expect  to  get  a  nice  letter  from  you  on  my  return. 

Tear  this  letter  up  as  soon  as  you  have  read  it.  Did  you  get  my 
letter  I  sent  by  hand? 

Hoping  that  we  may  meet  again, 

I  remain,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  cousin,  D. 

P.  S. — Excuse  that  bad  looking  blot. 

[Envelope  addressed  “Miss  Winnie  Wilcox  (or  Wilcore),  Rodnev, 
Miss.”] 


D. 

U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg, 

Off  Rodney ,  November  5,  186b. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  has  just  been  handed  to  me  by  Acting 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  H.  Mitchell,  of  this  vessel,  who 
says  it  was  handed  to  him  by  one  of  the  men  of  the  Rattler 
some  ten  days  since,  while  she  was  lying  alongside  of  this  ves¬ 
sel,  with  the  request  from  Captain  Glenney  that  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  * 
would  send  it  on  shore  for  him.  Mr.  Mitchell  did  not  send  it  on 
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shore,  as  he  knew  it  was  contrary  to  orders  to  do  so  without  my 
permission,  and  as  he  knew  that  I  had  some  letters  returned  to 
Captain  Glenney  a  few  days  before,  which  were  addressed  to  the 
same  person,  he  thought  it  not  worth  while  to  ask  me.  After  the 
V indicator  passed  down  this  p.  m.,  from  which  vessel  we  learned  of 
the  desertion  of  Captain  Glenney,  Mr.  Mitchell  opened  the  letter  and 
seeing  the  nature  of  its  contents  immediately  brought  it  to  me.  The 
person  to  whom  the  letter  is  addressed  is  a  young  lady  living  in  the 
town  of  Rodney,  and  as  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  is  no 
relation  whatever  of  Captain  G’s. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Hoel, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant- [Commander]  R.  L.  May,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fifth  District ,  Mississippi  River. 


E. 


Natchez,  November  7 ,  186V 

Captain  French,  of  the  transport  Brown ,  had  a  friend  to  visit 
him  at  Vicksburg  (on  his  last  trip  down)  who  was  a  prisoner  at 
some  place  back  of  Vicksburg.  While  confined  one  night  in  a  room 
adjoining  one  occupied  by  rebel  officers,  he  overheard  them  dis¬ 
cussing  the  case  of  Glenney.  He  learned  that  G.  was  to  weaken  his 
crew  by  allowing  his  men  to  be  taken  prisoners  and  then  to  be  over¬ 
powered  by  men  from  shore.  He  agreed  to  cross  the  rebel  army  or 
allow  it  to  cross,  for  which  lie  was  to  receive  $2,000  in  money  and 
100  bales  of  cotton. 

It  is  said  that  he  has  received  the  money  but  not  the  cotton. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  L.  May, 

Lieutenant-C ommander ,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  for 
court-martial  or  dismissal  in  the  case  of  Glenney. 


Navy  Department,  November  8 , 186V 
Sir  :  In  the  case  of  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  late  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  reported  in  a  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  by  Captain 
A.  M.  Pennoek.  commanding  Mississippi  Squadron  (pro  tern), 
recommending  his  dismissal,  the  Department  wishes  him  tried  by 
a  court-martial  if,  in  your  judgment,  there  can  be  found  sufficient 
evidence  to  make  his  guilt  apparent  to  a  court.  If  not,  dismiss  him. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Ad“ir*|  •L®®’ J7, °s 
receipt  of  report  of  the  desertion  of  Glenney  and  Nellis  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Rattier. 


Navy  Department,  November  26,  186 4-. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  reporting  the  de¬ 
sertion  of  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  late  commanding  the 
Rattler ,  and  Acting  Ensign  E.  P.  Nellis,  of  the  same  vessel,  on  the 

4th  instant  is  received.  .  ,  . 

The  escape  of  these  officers  required  further  examination  and  in¬ 
vestigation  and  exemplary  punishment  to  the  guilty  who  connived 


at  it. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N avy. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  , 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  111. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  exchange  of  the  captured  and  paroled  boat  s 
crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator, 
Natchez ,  September  14, 1864 . 

General:  One  of  the  gunboats  of  this  division,  the  Rattler .  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  18  of  her  crew  captured  bv  a  portion  of 
Harrison’s  cavalry  some  nights  since.  The  commander  landed  his 
men  in  disobedience  of  orders  and  fell  into  an  ambuscade  laid  for 
him  by  the  rebels.  The  men  were  paroled,  and  are  now  on  board 
the  Rattler.  Rather  than  send  them  to  Cairo,  I  would  like  very  much 
to  exchange  them.  General  Brayman  tells  me  he  is  constantly  pick¬ 
ing  up  prisoners,  and  with  your  permission  he  would  turn  over  to 
me  a  sufficient  number  to  effect  the  exchange.  If  this  is  agreeable  to 
your  wishes,  upon  hearing  from  you  I  will  communicate  with  Colonel 
Harrison  and  endeavor  to  effect  this  specific  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Seleridge, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  Fifth  District ,  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  1  Vest  Miss.,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  Lynn  and  Beatty  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S. 

Navy,  making  a  statement  regarding  the  treachery  of  Glenney. 

Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  October  27, 1864- 
Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  you  the  following  statement :  I  am 
a  U.  S.  citizen ;  was  captured  some  four  months  since  near  this  place 
by  the  rebel  troops  under  Colonel  Harrison,  and,  after  some  delay, 
was  sent  to  Alexandria,  La.,  to  await  some  disposition,  which  came 
by  forwarding  me  through  the  lines  by  the  last  exchange  of  prisoners 
made  between  Colonel  Dwight  and  Colonel  Szymanski.  During  my 
stay  in  guard  house  in  Alexandria  became  acquainted  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  facts  (from  various  sources  and  from  the  frequent  canvassing 
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°Af  w  in,  the  room  adj°ining  me,  being  occupied  by  Major 

A.  VV.  McKee,  being  guarded  by  a  rebel  corporal  and  sergeant). 
Oui  acquaintance,  Colonel  Moffit,  from  Shreveport,  corroborated  our 
information,  and  since  arriving  in  our  own  lines  we  find  the  intelli¬ 
gence  gained  on  the  rebel  side  fully  identified  by  parties  on  this  side. 
»\  e  know  that  such  a  matter  was  contemplated,  and  hence  watched 
our  opportunity  to  give  information  on  the  subject.  The  rebeis, 
under  Generals  Walker,  Taylor,  and  Polignac,  about,  two  months 
since,  attempted  to  cross  a  force  of  nearly  7,000  men  and  2,600  head 
of  cattle  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  (The  cattle  they  crossed  by 
making  them  swim.)  To  enable  them  to  work  with  dispatch,  they 
commenced  negotiating  with  a  U.  S.  commander  of  a  gunboat  there 
lying  at  or  near  Mr.  Joshua  James’s  residence,  Carthage  Bayou,  La.’ 
The  commander  came  upon  terms  for  performing  his  services,  for 
what  I  understand- he  has  received  his  pay  (my  authority  being  from 
the  C.  S.  officer  canvassing  the  matter).  Said  commander  was  to 
deliver  up  his  boat  to  the  Confederate  officers  by  a  certain  strategy 
to  cover  any  suspicion  should  his  maneuver  fail,  and  in  view  of  the 
negotiations  the  Confederate  authorities  have  conveyed  to  the  spot 
the  entire  crew  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Missouri ,  they  lying  at  Shreve¬ 
port.  to  have  them  in  readiness  to  take  charge  of  the  abandoned 
IJ.  S.  boat.  (From  our  men  in  prison  at  Shreveport  we  learn  that 
the  crew  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Missouri  did-  leave  Shreveport  about 
that  time,  and  one  of  their  number  came  back  badly  wounded.)  We 
learned  that  the  U.  S.  commander  arranged  with  the  C.  S.  commander 
to  go  ashore  with  his  entire  crew  of  officers  under  pretense  of  cap¬ 
turing  Captain  James,  and  while  under  the  expedition  the  C.  S. 
forces  would  capture  the  boats  with  only  a  negro  sailor  each  for  a 
guard,  and  they  would  immediately  proceed  to  the  U.  S.  boat,  then 
without  officers,  and  unsuspicious,  proceed  to  the  capture.  We  learn 
that  after  visiting  the  house  of  Mr.  James; they  went  forth  to  a  frolic 
or  dance,  but  one  or  more  of  the  officers,  not  thinking  all  was  right, 
unknown  to  the  balance,  proceeded  to  his  boat  and  immediately 
gained  his  vessel,  communicating  his  distrust  and  clearing  the  ship 
for  action  only  in  time  to  frustrate  being  taken  by  the  other  two  boats 
now  manned  by  C.  S.  sailors,  who  proceeded  near  the  vessel,  but  did 
not  proceed  to  attack,  seeing  demonstrations  for  a  blind  reception. 
After  the  C.  S.  sailors  returned  ashore,  they  proceeded  to  capture  and 
parole  the  entire  crew  then  ashore.  During  the  taking  of  the  two 
boats  by  C.  S.  sailors  from  guards,  we  understand  they  killed  the 
guards,  but  they,  in  their  resistance,  severely  wounded  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  Missouri  crew.  The  delay  in  the  negotiations  and 
the  subsequent  failure  of  the  plan  made  it  impracticable  for  the 
C.  S.  troops  to  cross  in  large  numbers,  hence  but  few  crossed.  Being 
but  a  private  citizen,  and  not  knowing  that  this  will  even  be  read  by 
you,  yet  I  think,  from  the  matter  mentioned,  should  such  a  case  of 
traitors  exist,  your  superior  facilities  of  comparing  notes  will  enable 
you  to  bring  such  a  party  to  justice,  should  he  be  guilty  of  betraying 
the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  N.  Lynn. 

L.  Beatty. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 

Address,  Louisville,  Ivy.,  care  of  Tate  Bro.  &  Co. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Vicksburg,  October  27,  186lr. 

This  letter  is  just  received  by  me.  I  believe  the  statement.  About 
the  time  alluded  to,  my  suspicions  were  aroused  regarding  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  gunboat  Rattler,  and  I  communicated  them  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge,  commanding  the  division,  who 
investigated  the  case  and  assigned  a  new  commander,  but  lie  ^vas  not 
convinced  that  any  treason  existed.  I  do  not  remember  the  name  of 
the  commander  of  the  Rattler,  nor  do  I  know  where  he  is  non.  He 

was  paroled  in  the  wav  named  at  the  James  place. 

JN.  J.  1.  Han  a, 

Tf  a/]  or -General. 


letter  from  General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Buckner,  C.  S.  Army, 
transmitting’  information  of  Glenney’s  proposition  to  deliver  his  boat  to 
Colonel  Harrison,  C.  S.  Army,  for  a  consideration. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport ,  August  13,  1864- 

General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Smith  to  enclose  to  you  for 
your  information  the  accompanying  letter  to  Colonel  Isaac  F.  Harri¬ 
son  It  relates  to  a  proposition  made  by  a  Captain  Glenney,  of  one 
of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  No.  1,  to  deliver  up  the  boat  to  Colonel 
Harrison  for  a  consideration.  Should  Colonel  Harrison  succeed  m 
getting  possession  of  the  boat  and  signals,  it  will  have  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  crossing  of  troops.  The  proposition  comes  through 
a  planter  (Briscoe)  living  on  the  river  near  St,  Joseph,  whose  letter 
to  Colonel  Harrison  has  been  placed  before  General  Smith.  This 
planter  is  satisfied  that  the  boat  can  be  secured  for  a  consideration. 
If  successful  in  capturing  one,  others  may  be  taken.  Secrecy  and 
dispatch  are  requisite  for  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Louisiana. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  August  13,  1864- 

Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  General  Smith  to  say  to  you  that  he 
has  conversed  with  General  Wigfall  in  relation  to  the  subject  treated 
of  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Briscoe  to  you,  of  the  4th  instant,  which  Gen¬ 
eral  Wigfall  had  shown  to  him.  He  directs  that  you  see  the  captain 
of  the  boat  and  have  an  understanding  with  him;  that  the  captain 
of  the  Navy  in  command  here  is  temporarily  absent.  As  soon  as  he 
returns  provision  will  be  made  to  send  officers  and  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  Missouri.  In  the  meantime,  however,  if  you  find  that  you  can 
get  men  in  your  command  or  elsewhere  competent  and  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  answer  your  purposes,  you  need  not  wait  the  arrival  of 
the  men  from  here.  You  must  be  the  judge  of  your  course  of  action 
under  the  circumstances.  You  will  communicate  promptly  what 
transpires  to  these  headquarters.  You  are  authorized  to  make  terms 
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with  the  captain,  which  he  will  carry  out  to  the  extent  of  his  means 
and  ability.  The  boat  had  better  go  down  the  river,  as  he  learns 
there  is  16  feet  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Major  and  Assistant  Ad  jut  ant -General. 

Colonel  I.  F.  Harrison. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lord ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe,  desiring  the  services  of  a  Mississippi  River 
pilot. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe, 

Off  Fort  Adams ,  Miss..  September  5 ,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  that  a  Mississippi  pilot  may 
be  transferred  to  this  vessel.  Mr.  Edward  T.  Thompson  is  a  Red 
River  pilot,  now  doing  duty  as  second-class  pilot,  and  not  acquainted 
with  the  Mississippi  River.  In  case  I  should  be  ordered  above  this 
point,  I  should  be  obliged  to  wait  until  a  steamer  came  up  the  river 
or  run  the  risk  in  using  him. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  P.  Lord, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

C ommanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  instructions 
regarding  Treasury  permits  in  Red  River. 

Perth  Amboy,  September  5,  186  A 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  an  order  or  permit  [of  December  14,  1863], 
or  rather  a  copy  of  the  original,  presented  to  me  at  Alexandria. 
There  are  other  permits  of  a  like  kind  that  have  been  given  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parties,  and  though  strictly  in  accordance  with  some  of  the 
Treasury  regulations,  they  are  calculated  to  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
war  operations.  Red  River  is  now  closed  by  a  sand  bar,  but  when  it 
opens,  there  will  be  numerous  applications  made  to  enter  in  search  of 
cotton.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  bring  myself  in  conflict  with  such  high 
authority,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  instructions  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

No  similar  permit  has  been  given,  and  this  has  a  condition  an¬ 
nexed  and  was  given  for  a  definite  purpose,  which  failed  of  accom¬ 
plishment.  Consequently  the  paper,  or  any  purporting  to  be  like  it, 
is  of  no  validity  or  to  be  registered. 


W. 


552 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Letter  from  William  G.  Hanford ,  esq.,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  drawing  of  torpedo  catcher. 

Brooklyn,  September  5 ,  186 If. 

Sir  :  I  hereby  enclose  you  the  drawings,  etc.,  of  my  torpedo  catcher 

I  promised  to  send  you  on  Saturday. 

I  have  been  urging  on  the  Department  for  the  last  two  months  the 
utility  of  having  me  send  a  number  of  them  to  the  commanding  omcer 
of  every  squadron,  but  from  some  cause  or  other  they  have  not  as 

yet  given  me  the  orders  to  send  them.  . 

You  will  see  at  a  glance  by  the  drawings  how  simple  my  catcher 
is,  easy  to  be  adjusted,  and  as  easily  taken  apart.  But  four  bolts 
hold  it  together,  and  it  requires  but  five  or  ten  minutes  time  to  set 
it  or  take  it  apart  and  stow  it  away. 

The  advantages  I  claim  for  it  are  these : 

First  of  all,  it  is  very  light,  durable,  and  cheap,  and,  being  built 
as  you  may  say  of  the  same  shape  as  the  bow  of  a  vessel,  they  letaid 
the  progress  of  a  vessel  but  little,  if  any. 

Second.  It  presents  but  little  surface  to  the  water  and  not  enough 
for  an  explosion  to  injure  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  they,  are 
connected  to  the  vessel  by  pintles  only  leaves  no  doubt  that  no  injury 
can  follow,  however  great  the  explosion  may  be,  as,  if  a  heavy  explo¬ 
sion  occurs,  the  catcher  is  immediately  disconnected  from  the  vessel 
or  extension  pieces,  and  no  shock,  however  slight,  will  happen  to 
th.6  vessel. 

Third.  It  can  be  made  to  extend  any  distance  ahead  of  the  vessel, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  40  feet  is  all  that  is  necessary  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  whatever.  ,  . 

Fourth.  The  teeth  of  the  catcher  can  be  regulated  to  5  feet  below 
the  draft  of  water  of  the  vessel  by  means  of  a  small  iron  wedge  that 
slips  alongside  of  each  tooth.  (I  make  the  teeth  5  feet  longer  than 
the  draft  of  water  of  the  vessel.)  The  teeth  are  well  braced  from 
the  underside  of  the  catcher  by  means  of  an  eye  brace,  thereby 
causing  no  delay  in  shipping  and  unshipping  it. 

Fifth.  Torpedoes  floating  or  anchored,  it  is  bound  to  explode  and 

trip. 

Torpedoes  laid  in  line  and  connected  by  means  of  the  extra  bar 
over  the  nose  of  the  triangle,  they  are  not  allowed  to  come  along¬ 
side  even  do  they  not  explode.  . 

Torpedoes  worked  by  electricity  from  shore,  it  will  trip  and  de¬ 
stroy  the  connections  by  means  of  extra  long  teeth  that  every  catcher 
will  be  provided  with. 

Every  catcher  will  be  supplied  with  spare  teeth,  so  that  m  case 
any  of  them  being  broken,  they  can  be  very  readily  replaced. 

The  ironwork  is  all  made  of  the  best  wrought  iron.  (I  think  it 
better  than  cast,  as  they  will  bend  and  not  break.)  The  framework 
is  made  out  of  white  pme,  so  as  to  be  as  light  as  possible. 

You  can  judge  for  yourself,  admiral,  from  the  drawings,  without 
my  going  into  any  further  details  in  regard  to  it,  and  wfill  see  at  a 
glance  the  utility  "of  my  invention.  Had  the  Tecumseh  one  of  these 
she  would  never  have  been  destroyed  by  a  torpedo. 

I  should  like  very  much,  admiral,  to  furnish  you  with  ten  or 
fifteen  of  these  for  the  use  of  your  squadron  on  the  Mississippi 


[Enclosure.] 
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wi!!  ^urnisJ1  them  delivered  at  Cairo  in  three  weeks’  time 
at  $1,200  apiece,  and  if  one  of  your  vessels  is  saved  by  means  of 
iem,  it  will  pay  for  the  whole  lot.  I  would  like  a  reply  from  you 
as  soon  as  possible  as  to  whether  you  receive  my  drawings  and  what 
your  opinion  of  the  catcher  is. 

Tlw  connection  to  the  vessel  is  only  by  means  of  a  pintle  crane 
that  the  eye  of  the  extension  piece  slips  over.  When  the  catcher  is 
not,  wanted  for  an  hour  or  so,  it  can  be  triced  up  over  the  bow  and 
out  of  the  way  at  once. 

I  would  (if  it  meets  your  approbation)  request  an  order  from 
you  tor  the  number  you  want,  and  the  draft  of  water,  about,  you 
would  want  them  built  for,  and  where  you  want  me  to  deliver  them 
.Please  address  me  for  the  present  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Hanford, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Brooklyn ,  N.  Y. 

[ Perth ]  Amboy ,  N .  J . 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders 
issued  to  certain  commanding  officers.' 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  September  8,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge.  The  coal  he  speaks  of  has  been 
sent  to  him. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Flye  having  recovered  his  health 
took  command  of  the  Benton ,  and  Captain  Selfridge  ordered  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill  to  take  the  command  of  the  Forest  Rose 
upon  the  return  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gould.  I  ordered 
him  to  the  Forest  Rose ,  and  ordered  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Hill  to  command  the  Ttjler ,  as  I  thought  his  services  were  needed  in 
the  White  River  district. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a 
hospital  boat  for  Ninth  and  Tenth  districts. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Evansville,  Ind .,  September  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  request  that  there  be  a  good  roomy 
barge  fitted  up  as  a  hospital  boat  and  sent  to  Smithland  for  the  use 
of  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  districts  this  fall  and  winter.  All  the  boats 
in  my  district  have  now  their  full  complement  of  men,  and  when 
we  are  constantly  moving,  as  we  shall  be  from  now  on,  there  are  no 
suitable  places  for  the  sick.  Frequently  it  occurs  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  get  the  sick  to  Cairo  or  Memphis  in  consequence  of 
the  Ohio  being  blocked  with  ice.  It  would  therefore  be  a  great 
benefit  to  have  a  hospital  barge  close  at  hand. 


554 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  can  furnish  the  nurses  from  contrabands,  but  will  require  one 
more  acting  assistant  surgeon  to  take  charge  of  it. 

If  workmen  are  scarce,  I  can  fit  it  up  with  what  carpenters  I 
have  in  the  division,  if  the  barge  and  material  is  furnished  from  the 
station  at  Mound  City. 

I  hope  that  you  will  duly  consider  this  matter,  as  I  think  it  would 
greatly  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  two  districts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Eoy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

[Endorsement.] 

Empty  barge  ordered  to  be  sent  up,  to  be  fittpcl  by  Captain  Fitch’s 
own  carpenters. 

September  11,  1864. 


Stations  of  vessels  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Rear-Admiral 
David  D.  Porter ,  commanding ,  September  9 ,  1861. 


Vessels. 


Commander. 


Argosy . 

Abraham . . . 
Alexandria . . 
Avenger. . . . 
Black  Hawk 

Benton . 

Brilliant 

Brown . 

Chill  icothe. . 
Choctaw 
Carondelet . . 


Actg.  Master  John  C.  Morong . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Wagner . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Rosenmiller . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Wright. . . 
Lieut.  Commander  K.  R.  Breese  — 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  A.  Greer - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  G.  Perkins.. 

First-class  Pilot  J.  A. French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Lord . 

Lieut.  Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay . . 
Lieut.  Commander  John  G.  Mitchell 


Cricket 
Champion . 
Curlew. . . . 
Chickasaw 


Actg.  Master  M.  J.  Cronin _ 

Actg.  Ensign  Thomas  Divine 
Actg.  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill.. 


Exchange. . . 

Essex . . 

Elfin . 

Forest  Rose 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  C.  Gipson 
Commander  Robt.  Townsend. . 
Actg.  Master  A.  F.  Thompson. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  N.  Gould. . 


Fairplay . 

Fawn . 

Fort  Hindman 


Actg.  Master  G.  J.  Groves - 

Actg.  Master  John  R.  Grace... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Pearce. 


Fairy . 

General  Price . . 
General  Bragg. . 
Great  Western. 
General  Lyon. . 
General  Pillow. 

Gazelle . 

Grampus . 

Hastings . 

Huntress . 

Judge  Torrence, 
Juliet . 

Key  West . 

Kenwood . 

Kickapoo . 

Lafayette . 

Louisville . 

Lexington . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Wells. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  Dominy _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Scott _ 

Pilot  R.  E.  Birch . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  W.  Halsted _ 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Thatcher _ 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Sebastian . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Watson. . 
Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Dennis . 

Actg.  Master  Jeremiah  Irwin _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Gregory. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E\  M.  King. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Swaney. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  C.  Woods. . 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  P.  Foster. 
Lieut.  Commander  E.  K.  Owen. 
Lieut.  Geo.  M.  Bache . 


Where  stationed. 


Donaldsonville. 

Cairo. 

Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Cairo. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Cumberland  River. 

Tow  Boat. 

Fort  Adams. 

Red  River. 

Between  Memphis  and  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

White  River. 

Fort  Adams. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Transferred  to  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 
White  River. 

Memphis,  repairing. 
Tennessee  River. 

Between  Natchez  and  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Cumberland  River. 

Arkansas  River. 

Between  Morganza  and  Fort 
Adams. 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Below  Donaldsonville. 
Morganza. 

Receiving  ship,  Cairo. 
Dispatch  boat. 

Guard  boat,  Cairo. 

Red  River. 

Receiving  ship,  Cincinnati. 
Below  Memphis. 

Between  Memphis  and  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Natchez  (ordnance  boat). 
Cairo,  under  orders  for  White 
River. 

Tennessee  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Mouth  Red  River. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Skfpwith’s  Landing. 

Above  Fort  Adams. 
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Stations  of  vessels  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron ,  etc.— Continued. 


Vessels. 


Commander. 


Little  Rebel... 
Mound  City. . . 

Marmora. _ 

Moose . 

Naiad . 

New  Era . 

New  National. 
Naumkeag.. . . 

Neosho . 

Nymph . 

Milwaukee . . . . 


Actg.  Ensign  J.  B.  Pettey . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Langthorne 

Actg.  Master  Thomas  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch. . 

Actg.  Master  Henry  T.  Keene . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.'Sears . 

Pilot  A.  M.  Grant . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Sami.  Howard. . 

Actg.  Master  Patrick  Donnelly . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune _ 


Osage . 

Ouachita . . . 

Ozark . 

Pittsburg.. . 
Prairie  Bird. 
Paw  Paw... 

Peosta . 

Peri . 

Romeo . 

Rattler . 

Red  Rover. . 

Robb . 

Reindeer. . . . 
Springfield.. 

St.  Clair _ 

Silver  Lake. 
Silver  Cloud 

Samson . 

Siren ... _ 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Rogers . 

Lieut.  Commander  Byron  Wilson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Brown . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Hoel . 

Actg.  Master  Thomas  Bums . 

Actg.  Master  M.  V.  B.  Haines . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  E.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  T.  M.  Farrell . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Baldwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  Laning . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  King . 

Actg.  Voi.  Lieut.  H.  A.  Gl'assfo'rd  .*  5 !  * ! 
Actg.  Master  Jos.  Watson . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Coyle ...’.!!!!!  5  5  ’ 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Ferguson . 

Actg.  Chief  Engineer  C.  H.  Christopher 
Actg.  Master  Jas.  Fitzpatrick . 


Sibyl . 

Tuseumbia 

Tyler . 

Tawah . 

Tensas . 

Undine. . . . 
Victory. 
Vindicator. 
Winnebago. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe _ 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  W.  Shirk. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  S.  Hill . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jason  Goudy . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  C.  Van  Pelt . 

Actg.  Master  J.  L.  Bryant . 

Actg.  Master  Frederick  Read . 

Lieut.  Commander  Thos.  O.  Selfridge 


Where  stationed. 


Cairo,  repairing. 

Carthage. 

Above  Vicksburg. 
Cumberland  River. 

Below  Fort  Adams. 

Island  [No.]  10. 

Dispatch  boat. 

White  River. 

Do. 

Below  Morganza. 

Cairo,  underordersfor  Gaines 
Landing. 

Fort  Pillow. 

Red  River. 

Do. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Mouth  Yazoo  River. 
Tennessee  River. 

Do. 

Red  River. 

Mouth  Arkansas  River. 
Carthage. 

Hospital  boat. 

Cairo,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Cumberland  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Blacksmith  shop,  Red  River. 
Mound  City,  under  orders  for 
White  River. 

Mound  City. 

Cairo. 

Mouth  White  River. 
Tennessee  River. 

Cairo. 

Tennessee  River. 

Ohio  River. 

Natchez. 

Transferred  to  West  Gul 
Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  desiring  a 
commanding  officer  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 


U.  S.  S.  Hastings, 
Memphis ,  September  10 , 186 f. 

Sir  ‘  It  is  essential  that  some  efficient  officer  should  be  ordered  to 
the  Lexington  without  delay.  Will  you  please  inform  me  by  return 
mail  (addressed  to  me  at  Memphis,  care  of  Captain  Pattison,  etc.), 
whether  there  is  aji  officer  at  your  disposition  whom  you  can  send 
down  by  the  New  National  f  If  there  is  none  such,  f  shall  regard 
it  as  incumbent  on  me  ta  send  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel  to 
take  charge  until  Captain  Bache’s  return;  but  it  would  be  better 
that  an  officer  should  be  sent  who  is  regularly  ordered  to  her.  Her 
executive  officer  is  a  simple,  well-meaning  man,  wholly  unable  to 
exercise  command  at  any  time. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  Depart¬ 
ment's  enquiry  regarding  the  disposition  of  prize  steamer  I  ot- 

unteer. 

Perth  Amboy,  September  11, 186 y. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  August  27,  I  beg  leave 
to  inform  you  that  the  prize  steamer  Volunteer  was  taken  into 
service,  and,  as  you  will  see  by  my  endorsement  on  the  papers  now 
in  the  Department,  $25,000  deposited,  etc.,  and  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  claimants,  as  you  will  see  by  the  order  of  the  court,  ine 
Volunteer  is  a  fine  steamer,  worth  $50,000,  and  was  seized  tor  a  most 
flagrant  violation  of  law.  She  should  have  been  condemned,  and 
would  have  been  had  we  employed  at  that  time  any  one  to  look  out 
for  our  interests.  She  has  been  in  Government  employ  now  about 

six  or  eight  months.  „  ^  ^  , 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Captain  Pennock, 

dated  September  2  instant. 

On  the  20tli  February  last  you  wrote  to  the  Department  that  the  prize  steamer 
Volunteer  had  beeu  seized  for  illicit  trading,  etc.,  aud  requested  that  she  might 
be  taken  into  the  service.  At  the  same  time  you  forwarded  a  report  of  the 
appraisement.  After  your  departure  from  here  for  the  lower  river,  Mr.  Boggs 
received  notice  from  Mr.  Lenthall  that  $25,000  would  be  sent  him  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Volunteer'.  I  immediately  wrote  Mr.  Lenthall  that  she  was  not 
a  purchased  vessel,  but  a  captured  one,  and  was  taken  into  the  service  under 
an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  do  so,  upon  depositing  with 
the  court,  the  amount  of  appraisement.  I  received  no  reply  from  Mr.  Lenthall, 
but  understood  from  Mr.  Boggs  that  he  was  directed  to  appropriate  the  money 
to  some  other  purpose.  Some  time  after,  Marshal  Phillips  informed  me  that  un¬ 
less  the  amount  of  the  appraisement  was  deposited  with  the  court  we  should 
lose  the  steamer  in  case  she  was  not  condemned.  He  wrote  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Navy  Upon  the  subject  and  has  since  informed  me  that  the  money 
had  been  deposited  in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  that  the  Volunteer  was  the 
property  of  the  Government.  The  boat  is  in  good  condition  having  constantly 

been  kept  in  thorough  repair.  „  ^  . 

She  is  a  valuable  vessel  to  the  squadron,  being  of  light  draft  and  ot  good 
carrying  capacity.  She  is  armed  for  the  present  with  three  12-pounder 
howitzers. 

I  was  down  the  river  when  the  above  operations  in  the  case  of  the 
Volunteer  took  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  I Vashington,  D.  C. 


General,  report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  sent  for  the 
information  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter  while  absent  on  leave. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Mound  City ,  IU.,  September  11,  186If.. 
My  Dear  Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  has  been  received,  and 
I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  you  intend  returning  so  soon.  All  the 
estimates,  made  out  in  schedule  form,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Memphis  hospital,  are  ready  for  your  signature,  and  would  have 
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Sibyl  are  full,  and  the  Black  Hawk  has  nearly  her  complement 
Bache  left  here  a  day  or  two  ago  on  leave  from  the  Department, 
and  * ,~elps  has  been  unconditionally  detached.  He  has  not  come  up 
yet,  Ihis  leaves  us  without  a  district  commander  from  Memphis  to 
V  lcksburg.  1 

I  am  still  very  much  troubled  from  want  of  calkers  and  carpen¬ 
ters.  borne  who  were  sent  from  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  and  re¬ 
ceived  government  transportation,  on  their  arrival  here  have  refused 
to  go  to  work,  stating  that  the  laws  of  their  society  would  not  permit 
them  to  do  so.  I  have  ordered  all  such  to  be  arrested,  and  as  soon  as 
the  ringleaders  of  the  party  who  dissuade  the  men  from  going  to 
work  can  be  found,  I  will  arrest  them  also. 

Dunn  received  a  draft  on  Ivashville  and  one  on  Memphis,  the 
amount  of  both  being  about  one-half  what  he  needs  to  pay  the 
squadron.  He  has  gone  to  Nashville  to  draw  his  money  and  will 
pay  off  the  two  upper  districts. 

The  Juliet  and  Siren  will  probably  leave  this  week.  "We  are  in 
want  of  24-pounders,  but  Breese  will  help  me  out  with  these  two 
vessels.  They  will  go  down  with  full  crews. 

Ramsay  requests  that  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  his  district,  as 
shown  by  your  printed  list,  may  be  ordered  there.  I  told  him  I 
would  refer  the  matter  to  you. 

In  one  of  your  letters  you  directed  me  to  send  the  Louisville  back 
to  her  station.  As  she  has  never  been  off  her  beat,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  you  might  mean  the  Neosho.  I  directed  Bache,  in  accordance 
with  your  instructions,  to  send  the  Neosho  to  her  station  as  soon  as 
she  could  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Milwaukee  is  waiting  your  orders  to  go  below.  A  medical 
survey  has  been  ordered  on  Lieutenant  [C.  H.]  Humphrey,  and  if  he 
is  condemned  it  will  leave  us  but  one  marine  officer. 

Some  fifteen  marines  have  been  ordered  to  be  discharged  from  the 
Black  Hawk ,  and  there  are  many  to  be  discharged  from  the  station. 

I  think  this  station  ought  to  be  supplied,  even  if  they  had  to  be  taken 
from  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  eastern  stations,  as  we 
have  the  enemy  near  us  and  are  surrounded  by  those  who  wish  us 
anything  but  well. 

The  recruiting  business  in  St.  Louis  proved  a  flash  in,  the  pan. 
After  all  the  representations  made  we  shipped  but  2  men. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Sincerely,  your  friend, 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Perth  Amboy ,  N.  J. 
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Order  of  Fleet,  Captain  Pennock,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Cronin,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  S.  Cncket,  regarding  ace,- 
dent  to  that  vessel. 

Mound  City,  September  12 ,  186  L 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  giving  an  account  of 
the  accident  to  your  vessel,  whereby  an  officer  and  2  men  veie  lost, 

^  'please  inform  me  the  names  and  rank  of  the  officer  and  men  lost 
on  this  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  r  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Master  M.  J.  Cronin, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Cricket. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  September  12. 1864. 

Sir:  Please  send  the  steamer  Benefit  to  dry  docks. 

Wm.  L.  Hambleton. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  his 
withdrawal  from  the  squadron  and  giving  disposition  of  vessels  of 
his  district. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City ,  IU.,  September  12, 186  L 
Sir  :  Having  been  detached  from  this  squadron,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  I  have  left  the  Seventh  District  with  everything  quiet 

throughout  its  extent.  7  ,  ,,  ,  .  ... 

The  vessels  are  disposed  as  follows:  The  Tyler  at  Memphis,  getting 
up  new  chimneys  and  repairing  wheelhouses ;  A  aumkeag  at  Memphis, 
awaiting  orders  to  come  here  for  necessary  repairs  on  the  ways; 
Hastings  cruising  between  Memphis  and  White  River,  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  watch  the  neighborhood  of  Buck  Island  and  Island  [No.]  63; 
Lexington  at  Helena;  Neosho ,  mouth  of  White  River ;  Fawn,  Ex¬ 
change,  Cricket,  and  Silver  Cloud,  cruising  111  W  hite  River  and  at 
present  cooperating  with  troops.  An  order  is  at  present  enforced  for 
the  gunboats  not  to  proceed  above  St.  Charles  while  not -  occupied  bv 
our  troops  unless  cooperating  with  troops  below  Devall  s  Blult  and 
on  the  line  of  the  river.  I  requested  Captain  Townsend  to  look  after 
such  matters  as  might  require  attention  in  the  district  until  you 
should  give  special  directions. 

1  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant- G  ommander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron , 
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0rtZl°1TF1ttN,aVtaT  PmmKk’  V ■  S-  to  Command*  Town- 

d-Mcts.  aVy’  "*  mmnand  «f  Om  Sixth  and  Seventh 

,  Mound  City,  September  12 ,  186 % 

biR.-  Yoii  will  in  addition  to  your  other  duties,  assume  command 

saar  •'  ■— . . 

ers  repaired  there  if  possible.  ’ 

If  the  repairs  can  not  be  made  there,  in  consequence  of  the  work 
upon  the  Osage,  have  it  done  at  Memphis.  The  Samson  is  lying  just 
above  Helena,  near  where  the  Osage  is  aground.  '  1 

yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  A.  M.  Pf.nnock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Commander  Robt.  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Essex,  etc. 

R  S.— Please  inform  me  when  the  repairs  of  the  Neosho  are  nearlv 
completed. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gibson ,  U .  S.  Navy,  regarding  smallpox  on 

board  the  C .  S.  S.  Marmora. 

_  U.  S.  S.  Marmora, 

Off  Bolivar  Landing ,  Miss.,  September  13,  186 1,. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  the  smallpox 
has  made  its  appearance  on  board  of  this  vessel.  I  have  landed  the 
seaman  on  Island  No.  76,  doing  all  I  possibly  can  for  him.  I  feel 
very  anxious,  as  I  have  no  surgeon  attached  to  this  vessel,  nor  have 
had  since  the  20th  of  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Gibson, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Hear- Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 

N avy,  referring  to  special  permit  granted  by  the  President. 

Navy  Department,  September  13,  1861,.. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  enclosing  a  copv 
of  permit  given  by  the  President  on  the  14th  of  December,  1863.  to 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Casey  to  proceed  with  vessels  up  Red  River  and  its 
tributaries  beyond  our  lines  and  return  with  cargoes,  and  directing 
the  military  and  naval  commanders  to  afford  him  protection. 

No  similar  permit  has  been  given,  and  this  had  a  condition  annexed, 
and  was  given  for  a  definite  purpose  which  failed  of  accomplishment' 
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Consequently,  the  permit,  or  any  other  purporting  to  be  like  it.  is  of 
no  validity  and  is  not  to  be  regarded. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron.  Perth-  Amboy ,  A .  J . 


[Telegram.] 

Decatur,  September  13,  1864. 

Captain  Morton  has,  at  my  request,  telegraphed  to  the  admiral  to 

send  a  fleet  of  light-draft  gunboats  to  Florence,  [Ala.]. 

R.  S.  Granger, 
Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  Rousseau. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  PennocTc,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  prize  lists 
of  certain  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  September  14,  1864- 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron,  viz : 

U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg ,  for  the  capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  on  the  Red 
River  expedition,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe,  for  the  capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  during  the  Red 
River  expedition,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville,  for  the  capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  on  the  Red  River 
expedition,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Brown,  for  the  capture  of  cotton,  etc.,  on  the  Red  River 
expedition,  March,  April,  and  May,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C . 


Order  of  Fleet-  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Juliet,  for 
temporary  duty  in  the  Seventh  District. 

September  15,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command  to  the  mouth  of  White  River  for  temporary  duty  in  the 
Seventh  District. 

On  your  way  down  the  river  you  will  stop  at  Memphis  and  report 
to  Commander  Robt.  Townsend,  commanding  Seventh  District  pro 
tern. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station , 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Gregory, 

Commanding  Juliet. 
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Ch'der  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Pilot  Grant  V  S 

aZVoZpPfPfteei.  S '•  *  date 

q  Mound  City,  September  15 , 

storfs  forThefleetPI'OCeed  d°W”  ^  riv'r’  carry!n®  the  mails  and 

You  will  take  convoy  past  dangerous  places,  going  and  comma 
kT  vessel,be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  do  not  attempt  to 
fightina  ’  but  prOCeed  on  y°ur  waY  and  let  your  convoy  do  the 

After  performing  the  above  dutv,  return  to  this  place 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  A.  M.  Pennock, 

t Leet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Pilot  A.  M.  Grant, 

Commanding  New  National. 


Report  of  Brigadier -General  Lawler ,  U.  S.  Army , 
operation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ozark.  ’ 


referring  to  eo- 


PIeadquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

M  organza,  La. ,  September  16,  186  f. 

A  company  of  my  men,  temporarily  detailed  on  the  gunboat  Ozark , 
captured  last  night  5  prisoners,  4  horses,  and  some  contrabands.  A 
force  of  i  5  men,  sent  yesterday  evening  to  Williamsport,  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  and  lost  in  killed  and  captured 
39  men  I  have  dispatched  Colonel  E.  J.  Davis  with  a  heavv  force 
of  cavalry  supported  by  infantry,  to  intercept  them  if  possible  before 
they  cross  the  Atchafalaya, 

M.  K.  Lawler, 

T .  ,  ,  ~  Brigadier-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjutant- General,  Military  Division  West  Mississippi . 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Poitei ,  U .  S.  5  avy,  requesting,  in  behalf  of  Admiral  F arraqut  two 
river  monitors  for  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi 

New  Orleans,  La.,  September  20,  186 j. 
Admiral:  In  the  further  operation  in  Mobile  Bay  and  the  Ala¬ 
bama  River,  two  more  of  the  river  monitors  will  be  of  great  service 
to  us.  Admiral  Farragut,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  which  you  will 
understand  and  appreciate,  does  not  like  to  apply  for  them  but  I 
have  just  learned  from  him  that  if  you  can  send  the  monitors  he  will 
give  you  m  exchange  the  monitor  Manhattan  (heavy  draft)  and  the 
ram  Tennessee,  or  any  other  vessel  in  his  fleet  that  you  may  desig¬ 
nate.  I  know  that  you  will  send  them  without  conditions  if  you  can 
spare  them,  and  I  mention  this  only  for  tne  reason  that  the  monitor 

102008° — n  w  b — vol  26 — 13 - 36 


562 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


and  the  ram  can  be  used  on  the  lower  Mississippi,  which  will  prob¬ 
ably  enable  you  to  spare  the  river  monitors.  The  two  sent  on  my 
previous  application  were  so  well  suited  to  the  work  and  so  effective 
that  I  am  induced  to  ask  for  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U .  S.  Navy,  transmitting  prize  lists 
of  certain  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  September  21 ,  186  L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron  : 

U.  S.  S.  Brilliant ,  for  the  capture  of  a  lot  of  pig  iron  at  Betsytown 
Landing,  Term.,  December  16,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Lexington ,  for  the  capture  of  the  steamers  Mattie ,  R.  E. 
Rill ,  M.  Walt ,  and  their  cargoes  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Linden,  for  the  capture  of  50  bales  of  cotton  in  Maddox 
Bay,  White  River,  August  17,  1863. 

u.  S.  S.  Kenwood,  for  the  capture  of  14  bales  of  cotton  on  the  16th 
day  of  February,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Marmora ,  for  the  capture  of  207  bales  of  cotton  on  the 
Yazoo  expedition,  February  11,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird ,  for  the  capture  of  contraband  goods  on  the 
21st  of  July,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Town¬ 
send,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  Seventh  District. 

Mound  City,  September  21, 1861/.. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Admiral  Porter  in  which 
he  says,  “  Order  Commander  Townsend  to  proceed  to  White  River 
and  take  command  of  the  whole  district  (Seventh) .”  You  will  please 
comply  with  the  order,  leaving  your  vessel  at  Memphis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Commander  Robt.  Townsend, 

Commanding  Essex ,  Memphis,  Tenn, 
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Correspondence  and  orders  in  view  of  expected  attack  upon  Cave 

Girardeau ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

St.  Louis ,  September  22, 186  L 

it  is  probable  we  shall  have  a  formidable  invasion  of  Missouri,  and 
as  Cape  Girardeau  is  exposed  and  we  have  not  force  to  garrison  it 
very  strongly  would  ask  you,  if  possible,  to  send  up  one  or  two  lieht- 

needecf  Unb°atS  t0  CrU1Se  m  its  vicinity  tiU  events  show  they  are  not 


Admiral  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major -General. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Fairy,  to  cruise  in  vicinity  of  Cape  Girardeau. 


Mound  City,  September  22,  186f.. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mississippi  River,  and  cruise  in  that  neighborhood  until 
further  orders.  Cooperate  with  the  army  there,  carry  out  all  the 
general  orders,  run  carefully,  never  tie  up  for  the  night,  and  always 
keep  a  bright  lookout.  Keep  me  constantly  advised  of  your  move¬ 
ments  and  also  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Be  prepared  at  all  times  to 
repel  an  attack,  and  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  C ommandant  of  Station. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Fairy, 

Mound  City,  III. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller, 
IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Fort  Girardeau. 

Headquarters  St.  Louis  District, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  22,  186. f. 

You  will  advise  me  whether,  in  your  opinion,  an  attack  in  force  is 
intended  on  Cape  Girardeau.  Against  how  strong  a  force  can  you 
hold  the  place  with  the  troops,  militia,  and  citizens  now  at  your  com¬ 
mand  ?  What  will  be  the  aggregate*  force  you  will  have  when  the 
militia  are  in  and  [all]  your  outposts?  Have  you  called  in  the  com¬ 
panies  at  Commerce,  Charleston,  Dallas,  St,  Genevieve,  Apple  Creek, 
etc.  ?  I  do  not  order  them  called  in  now,  but  leave  the  time  to  your 
discretion.  Have  you  any  apprehensions  for  the  command  at  New 
Madrid?  The  gunboat  Huntress  is  still  there,  is  it  not?  The  other 
gunboat,  I  understand,  is  below,  about  Osceola.  If  the  line  goes 
down  betwixt  us,  use  every  effort  to  get  it  up  again,  and  communi¬ 
cate  with  me  fully  and  promptly  via  Jonesborough. 

Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Brigadier -General, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller, 

Cape  Girardeau , 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  probability  of  an 

attack. 

Cape  Girardeau,  September  22,  186 1+. 

From  the  information  I  get  from  Captain  Sells  and  from  the  men 
from  about  Bloomfield,  I  think  that  there  is  strong  probability  ot 
an  attack  here.  The  same  men  who  gave  the  information  of  the 
rebels’  intention  to  attack  Bloomfield  said  they  intended  to  attack 
Cape  Girardeau.  I  have  about  550  men  for  duty  here,  not  including 
citizens.  I  sent  messenger  to  Colonel  McLane  yesterday,  but  he  has 
not  vet  reported.  I  expect  him  to-night,  and  will  probably  have  900 
men" here  by  evening.  A  large  proportion  of  my  men  are  new  recruits, 
and  citizens,  and  the  fortifications  are  so  extensive  that  I  can  not 
well  man  them  all  with  this  force.  I  can  hold  the  principal  forts 
with  the  force  I  have  against  3,000  men.  With  800  or  1,000  more  good 
men  I  could  hold  the  place  against  a  large  force..  The  troops  at 
St.  Genevieve  are  not  under  my  control.  If  the  line  gets  down  I 
will  send  messengers  by  Jonesborough  and  communicate  with  you 
there.  The  line  is  down  between  here  and  Madrid.  The  gunboat  58 
[ Huntress ]  is  at  Madrid.  Captain  Edwards  is  fully  advised  of  the 

movements,  and  has  his  force  ready  for  duty. 

H.  M.  Hiller, 

Lieutenant - C olonel. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing. 


[Telegram.] 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  September  22,  1864. 

I  have  just  made  the  rounds  of  all  the  forts  with  Colonel  Fletcher, 
and  have  everything  in  readiness.  If  you  could  have  a  tinclad  gun¬ 
boat  sent  up  from  Cairo  it  would  aid  me  materially  in  the  defense  of 
the  town. 


IT  M.  Hiller, 

Lieuterumt-C  olonel. 


Brigadier-General  Ewing. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  of  precaution  against  attack. 

Headquarters  St.  Louis  District, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  September  22,  186 4- 
I  think  you  had  better  send  over  and  arrange  at  farmhouses  for 
relays  of  horses  to  Jonesborough  to  provide  for  the  contingency  of 
our  having  to  use  that  route  for  telegrams.  General  Kosecrans  does 
not  wish  Cape  Girardeau  reinforced  from  here  now,  lest  the  present 
movements  of  the  rebels  be  mere  demonstrations  against  it,  while 
their  real  objective  point  be  farther  west.  As  soon  as  advised  that 
there  is  really  to  be  an  attack  in  strong  force  against  the  Cape  he 
will  reinforce  it.  You  will  therefore  arrange  every  possible  precau¬ 
tion  to  keep  advised  of  the  true  intent  of  the  enemy,  and  to  hold  the 
Cape  against  whatever  force  may  attack  it  until  you  can  be  reinforced 
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from  here.  If  necessary,  call  on  Cairo  for  help.  I  applied  for  two 

and  t];in!c  they  Wl11  certainly  be  sent  to 
Spy  teeS  as*  soon  *“**  ^  ~ 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller, 

Cape  Girardeau. 


Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

B  rtgadier- General. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

.  Mound  City ,  III..  September  23, 186  4. 

rir!!ii0l\rlU-pi’0Ceeias  S00n  as  Possible  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
b?  ^MlSS1cPpi  River,  and  cruise  in  that  neighborhood  until 
ther  orders.  Cooperate  with  the  army  there,  carry  out  all  the 
general  orders,  run  carefully,  never  tie  up' to  the  bank  for  the  night 
and  always  keep  a  bright  lookout.  Keep  me  constantly  advised  of 
oui  movements  and  also  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Be  prepared  at  all 
times  to  repel  an  attack.  Economize  your  coal,  and  direct  the  com 

to  do'theranm  ^  ^  Wh°m  y0U  wiU  find  at  CaPe  Girardeau, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  A.  M.  Pennock, 

t ieet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Acting  Master  James  Fitzpatrick, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  \  Siren] . 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  September  2Jh  1864. 

Thanks  for  sending  gunboat  to  Cape  Girardeau.  Shelby  is  comiiw 
up  between  Pilot  Knob,  [Mo.],  and  Cape  Girardeau.  His  advance 
occupies  Farmington.  It  is  reported  Price  is  to  follow. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Captain  Pennock,  Major-General. 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Cape  Girardeau,  [Mo.],  September  25, 1864 

Dispatches  received  at  8  a  m  locate  5,000  Confederates  under 
Shelby  at  I  redncktown,  [Mo.] .  J ackson,  10  miles  west  of  this  place 
was  occupied  by  their  advance  last  night.  Price  reported  advancing 
m  large  force  with  1  {  pieces  artillery  in  rear  of  Shelby.  No  demon 
stration  made  here. 

Chas.  Swendson, 

ri  ,  ~  Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

I  leet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  y 

Mound  City. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Fitch ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  giving  dimen¬ 
sions  and  tonnage  of  the  four  gunboats  built  at  Bridgeport ,  Ala. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cumberland  River ,  September  23,  186 If. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  dimensions  and  tonnage  of 
the  gunboats  built  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  now  in  commission  on  the 
upper  Tennessee  River,  viz: 


Name. 

Length. 

Beam. 

Hold. 

Tons. 

General  Burnside . 

Feet. 

171 

165 

173 

168 

Feet. 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Ft.  in. 

4  9 

4  6 

4  9 

4  6 

201J 

184 

204 

187 

General  Thomas . 

General  Grant . 

General  Sherman . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City,  III. 


[Telegram.  1 


Nashville,  September  23,  1864.. 

Captain  Howland,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Johnsonville,  reports 
to  Colonel  Donaldson  here,  that  the  captain  commanding  the  gun¬ 
boat  fleet  requests  that  all  the  timber  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  be  cut  down;  that  Forrest  is  near  Jackson,  and  that  there 
are  fears  of  an  attack  at  Johnsonville. 


Major  S.  Hoffman, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 


L.  H.  Rousseau, 

Major-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  September  25,  1864. 

Admiral  :  While  [ J .  B.]  Devoe  has  been  waiting  here  for  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  his  accounts,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Colonel  San¬ 
derson,  he  has  made  discoveries  of  great  importance  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  proposes  to  leave  for  Cairo  in  obedience  to  his  orders  on 
Tuesday  next,  if  he  is  not  ordered  to  stay  here  by  you.  Will  you 
allow  me  to  use  Devoe  a  week  or  two  in  this  matter?  If  so.  tele¬ 
graph  answer. 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Mound  City. 


W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

M  ajor-General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  ti-ie  Mississippi 

In  the  Field,  Near  Atlanta,  Ga. 

.  September  26,  186 Jh 

1  would  like  you  to  instruct  the  officers  on  the  Tennessee  River 
both  above  and  below  the  Shoals,  to  be  most  vigilant  and  active 
especially  up  as  high  as  Eastport  and  Waterloo.  As  soon  as  there 
is  water  enough  I  will  reestablish  the  post  at  Eastport,  so  that  cav¬ 
alry  can  come  across  from  Memphis  to  operate  on  that  flank. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Admiral  Potter,  ' 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  September  26 ,  186f—9  p.  m. 

One  gunboat  is  here.  Another  is  expected  hourly.  They  will  be 
ot  much  service  in  case  of  an  attack.  If  there  is  much  danger  of 
an  a  truck,  I  can  draw  m  some  of  the  forces  on  this  end  of  the  road 
guarding  water  tank  and  small  trestles. 

Chas.  R.  Thompson, 

n/r  •  -D  TT  -n  Colonel,  etc. 

Major  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of.  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  presenting  the  claims 
of  certain  vessels  of  his  command  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate 
vessels  and  other  property . 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

M ound  City ,  III.,  September  27,  186  f. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Department  the  claims  of  the 
DsFoFby  C hoctaw,  F ovsst  Rosc^  LzTideTiy  and  Petvely  vgssgIs  under  my 
command,  for  the  destruction  of  the  great  Weldon  ram,  buildino-  by 
the  rebel  Government  at  Yazoo  City,  and  valued  at  $1,000,000.  This 
vessel  was  built  of  such  great  strength  and  good  material  that  it 
took  three  days  to  consume  her  by  fire. 

For  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Mobile  in  the  water,  but  not  quite  com¬ 
pleted,  and  valued  at  $100,000. 

For  the  Great  Republic  (cotton  clad),  arranged  for  boardino-  pur¬ 
poses  and  sharpshooters,  and  valued  at  $50,000. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  property  belonging  to  the  rebel  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  was  destroyed  or  brought  off, 
the  latter  portion  since  used  as  required  in  this  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  IF ashing  ton,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  presenting  the  claims 
of  the  Mortar  Flotilla  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  lottery 
Louisiana. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  September  27, I864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Department  the  claims  of  (lie 
Mortar  Flotilla,  under  my  command,  for  the  destruction  of  the  iron¬ 
clad  battery  Louisiana ,  at  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 

Philip 

This  vessel,  it  is  reported,  cost  the  rebels  upwards  of  $1,000,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  # 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C . 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  September  28,  1861^. 

There  is  not  water  enough  for  the  gunboats  to  go  as  high  as  East- 
port,  [Miss.],  but  they  will  try,  and  will  go  as  high  as  possible. 
There  is  scant  4  feet  to  Johnson ville,  [Tenn.],  and  river  falling. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Wm.  T.  Sherman,  . 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  Mississippi,  Atlanta,  Ca. 


[Telegram.] 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  28, 1861 — 6  a-  m‘ 
Have  just  received  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant  at  Whitesburg, 
dated  4.30  a  m.  The  enemy  were  crossing  the  river  in  canoes,  rafts, 
and  boats,  about  a  mile  below  him;  he  did  not  know  how  many..  A 
gunboat  arrived  there  just  as  courier  was  coming  away.  The  lieu¬ 
tenant  has  sent  his  force  down  to  attack  them;  expect  to  have  full 
particulars  soon,  and  will  inform  you  more  particularly. 

Wm.  P.  Lyon, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Samuel  M.  Ivneeland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Decatur. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  wharf  boat  at  Mound  City ,  III.,  including  property  and 
accounts  of  Paymaster  Dunn,  U.  S.  N avy. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  September  28,  186Jj. 

Sir  :  Allow  me  to  ask  your  favorable  attention  to  the  case  of  Fleet 
Paymaster  E.  W.  Dunn,  as  he  will  present  it  to  you. 
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Anchor  Buoy,  U.  S.  S.  Ozark. 


United  States  Ironclad  Steamer  Ozark. 
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wharf M  ^  Jun?  pas1t’  the  burning  of  the  naval 

Hs  offiee  all  nf  LUn,  ^ty’  ^  b0ai'd  ^hidl  he’  wit^  othars,  had 
his  office,  all  of  Ins  books,  papers,  vouchers,  etc.,  involving  heavy 

accounts  with  the  Government,  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

His  losses  were  of  such  a  character  as  most  probably  to  render 

it  necessary  for  him  to  apply  to  Congress  for  relief. 

kleet  Paymaster  Dunn  has  been  with  me  in  his  present  capacity 

fiom  the  time  I  took  command  of  this  fleet,  and  I  have  found  him 

an  honest,  faithful,  and  efficient  officer,  and  such  statements  as  he  may 

make  m  regard  to  his  aftairs  will  be  entirely  reliable.  “ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  David  D.  Porter, 

He  a)  -Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Chairman  Naval  Committee  of  the  House. 

[Copy  of  above  written  to  Chairman  Naval  Committee  of  Senate.] 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  torpedo  secured  by  TJ .  S.  S.  Ozark. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  September  28,  186], l 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  draft  of  a  torpedo 
picked  up  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  "W.  Brown,  com¬ 
manding  the  Ozark.  I  also  enclose  a  plan  of  anchor  buoy  for  catch¬ 
ing  torpedoes,  invented  by  Captain  Brown,  for  the  information  of 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  „  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ozark, 

Tunica  Bend,  September  19, 186 4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  draft  of  a  torpedo  I  picked  up 
ahead  of  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant.  The  plan 
is  to  swim  down  with  it,  guiding  it  under  the  vessel’s  bottom  by  the 
guiding  and  trigger  lines,  when  it  is  to  be  pulled  off  by  the  man  with 
the  trigger  line.  I  also  enclose  a  plan  of  my  anchor  buoy,  with  hooks 
attached,  to  catch  any  line  that  may  pass  over  it.  The  hooks  are 
made  something  like  the  beard  of  a  fishhook,  so  that  any  line  will 
jam  in  them,  no  matter  how  small.  The  guiding  line  was  caught 
on  the  buoy  and  held  the  torpedo  about  40  yards  ahead  of  the  vessel’s 
tow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  -  C  om* 
mander  Ramsay ,  U.  S.  N avy ,  to  proceed,  to  Springfield ,  III.,  to 
give  evidence  regarding  captures  in  Ouachita  River. 

Mound  City,  III.,  September  28, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Springfield,  Ill.,  and,  upon  your  arrival 
there,  will  go  before  the  U.  S.  district  court  and  give  evidence  in 
regard  to  the  capture  of  cotton  by  the  vessels  of  the  Mississippi 
Squadron  in  the  Ouachita  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Coirunander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw,  Miss.  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S'.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  W ashington,  D.  C., 
for  or (Her s. 

Mound  City,  III.,  September  28, 1864. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Choctaw. 

As  soon  as  you  have  finished  giving  evidence  before  the  U.  S.  dis¬ 
trict  court  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  you  will  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  command 
under  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw ,  Miss.  Squadron,  Mound  City ,  III. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  on  withdrawal 
from  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  Sept.  28 , 1864 ■ 

General  Order.] 


The  Government  has  thought  proper  to  assign  me  to  another 
command. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  officers  and  men  who  have  served  with  me 
in  scenes  of  trial  and  peril,  I  desire  to  express  the  regret  I  feel  at 
breaking  up  the  most  pleasant  associations  of  my  life,  and  also  to 
assure  them  that  I  have  always  felt  the  most  sincere  gratification 
at  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been  supported  throughout  this  exten¬ 
sive  command.  I  may  be  attached  to  other  squadrons,  but  I  feel  I 
shall  never  again  derive  such  entire  satisfaction  as  I  have  experienced 
while  connected  with  the  one  I  am  about  to  relinquish. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


571 


No  common  events  have  occurred  here  to  make  me  feel  as  I  now  do, 
for  the  associations  are  of  no  ordinary  character  that  make  me  take 
the  deepest  interest  in  all  those  who  are  connected  with  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Squadron;  and  I  shall  never  regret  when  either  officers  or 
men  who  have  served  under  me  here  shall  join  me  in  other  scenes 
where  we  may  be  called  to  serve  our  country. 

When  I  first  assumed  charge  of  this  squadron  the  Mississippi  was 
in  possession  of  the  rebels  from  Memphis  to  New  Orleans,  a  distance 
of  800  miles,  and  over  1,000  miles  of  tributaries  were  closed  against 
us,  embracing  a  territory  larger  than  some  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe.  Our  commerce  is  now  successfully,  if  not  quietly,  trans¬ 
ported  on  the  broad  Mississippi  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  the 
same  may  almost  be  said  with  regard  to  its  tributaries. 

These  results  are  owing  to  the  indomitable  spirit  evinced  by  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Although  the  aid  that  has  been  given  to  the  Army  by  this  squad- 
ron — in  capturing  strongholds,  and  its  cooperation  with  the  land 
forces  generally— has  not  been  properly  estimated  and  acknowledged, 
history  will  do  justice  to  all  concerned,  and  you  can,  with  pride, 
point  to  many  a  fortified  place  which  would  now  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  but  for  the  exertions  of  the  Navy  in  these  waters. 

I  need  not  say  to  all  that  I  trust  you  wiil  contimie  to  keep  up  that 
discipline  and  vigilance  which  have  made  the  Mississippi  Squadron 
efficient,  and  that  when  a  new  commander  takes  my  place  he  may 
admit  there  is  nothing  defective  in  this  large  organization. 

It  has  been  my  aim  and  desire  to  bring  the  discipline  here  to  the 
highest  state  of  perfection,  and  if  I  may  have  seemed  over  strict  to 
those  unaccustomed  to  naval  discipline,  all  will,  I  think,  admit  that 
I  have  endeavored  to  be  just. 

If  I  have  caused  those  to  be  punished  who  have  not  done  their 
duty,.  or  who  have  been  false  to  their  trusts,  I  have  sought  every 
occasion  to  promote  those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  any 
way,  and  the  door  to  promotion  has  been  open  to  any  sailor  in  the 
fleet  who  chose  to  exert  himself  and  deserve  advancement.  The 
records  of  the  fleet  will  show  where  men  who  were  petty  officers  or 
seamen  two  years  ago  are  now  lieutenants,  a  position  which  I  was 
sixteen  years  in  reaching  after  I  first  entered  the  Navy. 

Again  let  me  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  vigilance  and 
discipline.  The  enemy  we  have  been  fighting  so  persistently  is  now 
in  his  last  dying  agony,  and  a  few  months  more  or  less  will  close 
this  rebellion.  Do  not,  by  any  want  of  vigilance  on  your  part,  give 
the  rebels  a  chance  for  a  single  success  over  you.  Remember  all  the 
general  orders  I  have  issued  with  regard  to  the  proper  precautions 
to  be  observed.  I  can  trace  many  of  the  mishaps  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  want  of  attention  to  orders  on  the  part  of  those  in  com¬ 
mand,  and  though  I  am  happy  to  say  that  instances  of  this  kind  are 
few,  I  can  not  but  regret  that  they  have  taken  place,  for  the  sake  of 
the  squadron  and  those  concerned. 

There  can  not,  however,  be  any  war  without  captures,  and  while 
I  regret  the  brave  fellows  who  have  been  killed  or  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  by  inattention  to  orders,  I  console  myself  that 
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in  almost  all  cases  the  flag  was  properly  defended  and  the  vessels 
seldom  surrendered. 

Go  where  I  may,  I  shall  always  entertain  a  lively  recollection  of 
scenes  on  the  Mississippi,  and  its  tributaries,  scenes  that  will  here¬ 
after  be  chronicled  by  historians  as  they  deserve  to  be,  and  those 
who  have  figured  in  them  or  performed  prominent  actions,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  remembered  by  a  grateful  country  when  she  is  rescued 

from  the  hands  of  the  wretched  rebel  traitors  who  desire  her 
overthrow. 

I  bid  you  all  farewell,  hoping  that  we  may  meet  on  other  fields 

T^re  we  die,  our  country  will  have  a  debt  to  pay  to  those  foreign 
nations  who  have  dared  to  hamper  us  while  struggling  in  the 
mightiest  contest  the  world  ever  saw ;  may  we  then  all  meet" again. 

_  ,  David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

X.  B.— To  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  upon  the  quarter-deck 
of  every  vessel  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  assume  command  of  the  Third 
and  Fourth  districts. 


%  Mound  City,  September  29,  1861. 

rilcu/G  vr  are  herejG  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Second 
.duct  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  you  will  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  mouth  of  Red  Biver  and  assume  command  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Mery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  Roar  Admiral. 

Commanding  3d  and  4th.  Districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 

l:z7$rjGrwel1' v- Na^ to  ~  <>f  m 

Mound  City,  September  29,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
and  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw  at  that  place  and 
proceed  with  her  to  Bayou  Sara  and  assume  command  of  the  Second 
District,  relieving  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  P.  Foster 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  J.  Cornwell,  Re™- Admiral. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw  and  2d  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter. ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Cincinnati  L‘  S'  NamP  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to 

_  Mound  City,  September  29,  186.). 
i  Wl11  Proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Cincinnati  and  deliver 
what  may  be  put  on  board  of  you  under  charge  of  Mr.  Heap,  and 
return  to  your  station  the  moment  you  accomplish  the  dutv. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Reindeer.  Olrniial. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter, ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Town- 
District  NaWJ'  trmsfemn9  Uim  from  the  First  to  the  Seventh 


Mound  City,  September  29,  186V 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  relieved  of  command  of  the  First  District  of 
this  squadron  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Seventh  District  of 
the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

r,  .  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Robt.  Townsend, 

Commanding  Essex ,  Mississippi  Squadron . 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Forrest , 
6.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  new  gunboats  in  the  upper 
Tennessee  River.  1  1 


Mound  City,  September  29,  186V 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  the  upper  Tennessee  fleet  (consisting  of  the  General  Thomas , 
General  Grant,  General  Sherman,  and  General  Burnside),  making 
either  of  them  your  flagship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant  Moreau  Forrest, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Wilson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  First  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Mound  City,  September  29,  186V 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Donaldsonville  with  your  vessel  and  as¬ 
sume  command  of  the  First  District  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Byron  Wilson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  O  uachita,  Mississippi  Squadron . 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  £<9  assume  command  of  the  Fifth 
District. 

Mound  City,  September  29 ,  1864- 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  assume  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Benton ,  and  also  of  the  Fifth  District  of  the  Mississippi 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

M ississippi  S q  uadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  to  give  evidence  in  prize  court  regard¬ 
ing  cotton  from  Red  River. 

Mound  City,  September  29,  1864- 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Springfield,  Ill.,  and  upon  your  arrival 
there  will  go  before,  the  United  States  district  court  and  give  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  capture  of  cotton  by  the  vessels  of  the  Mississippi 
Squadron  on  the  Red  River  expedition. 

After  performing  the  above  duty  return  to  this  place  and  report  to 
Captain  Pennock. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Mound  City,  111. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  30,  1864 • 
When  may  we  expect  you?  Southern  concern  is  going  under. 
Time  flies.  Sandford  gave  orders  about  the  horses. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Breese ,  11.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  at  Hampton  Roads  for  duty 
in  the  new  command  of  the  former. 

Mound  City,  September  30, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  and  report  to  me 
for  orders.  Proceed  via  Washington  and  report  at  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  on  your  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Iv.  R.  Breese, 

Commanding  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City ,  III. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenants  S.  W.  Terrv  and 
M,  W,  Sanders^  U.  S.  Navy.] 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Alden , 

6  .  o.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  await  further 
orders. 


Mound  City,  September  30 ,  186 4. 

^  ou  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  by  the  way  of  New 
Orleans,  taking  charge  of  such  boxes,  etc.,  as  I  may  put  in  your  care, 
bee  that  they  all  arrive  safely  at  Hampton  Roads  and  put  them  on 
board  one  of  the  vessels  of  Admiral  Lee's  squadron  or  in  some  safe 
place.  You  will  await  my  arrival  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D.  Porter, 


Acting  Ensign  Jas.  M.  Alden, 

Tj .  S.  S.  Black  Hawk ,  Mound  City ,  111. 


Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  October  1 ,  186!,.. 

I  leave  to-night;  could  not  possibly  get  off  sooner  without  great 
confusion.  Will  only  want  one  day  in  Washington.  Horses  left 
day  before  yesterday. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  drniral. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  October  f,  1861, — 6  p.  m. 
The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  from  Hon.  E.  M. 
Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Send  two  light-draft  ironclads,  the  best  you  have,  to  D.  G.  Farragut  in  Mobile 
Bay.  In  an  emergency  requiring  it,  call  upon  him  for  the  Tennessee  and  gun¬ 
boats.  Answer. 

The  above  dispatch  is  not  understood,  nor  can  I  act  on  the  order. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  October  1 ,  1861,. 

Send  two  light-draft  ironclads,  the  best  you  have,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut  in  Mobile  Bay.  In  an  emergency  requiring  it,  call  upon 
him  for  the  Tennessee  and  gunboats.  Answer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III, 
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[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  October  1 ,  1864- 

The  Milwaukee  and  Kickapoo  are  ready  to  proceed  at  a  moment's 
notice.  They  draw  6  feet  large.  Shall  I  send  them  to  Admiral 
F  arragut  ? 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Magune ,  U.  S.  N my ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee , 
to  report  for  duty  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mound  City,  October  1 ,  186 4.. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee 
to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Farragut  for 
duty. 

Report  to  Commodore  Palmer  on  your  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Magune, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant -Com¬ 
mander  Bacon ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Kickapoo  to 
Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mound  City,  October  1 ,  186 4. 

Sir:  You  will  order  the  U.  S.  S.  Kickapoo  to  proceed  without 
[delay]  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Farra¬ 
gut  for  duty. 

Give  instructions  for  her  to  report  to  Commodore  Palmer  on  her 
arrival  at  Neiv  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  Bacon, 

Commanding  Sixth  District. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Self  ridge,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Indianola. 


Mound  City,  October  1,  I864. 

Sir:  You  will  order  the  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City  to  take  her  former 
position  in  guarding  the  Indianola ,  and  to  assist  with  her  crew  in 
launching  her  when  occasion  requires. 
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1  on  w  ill  also  detail  the  Rattler  to  assist  in  guarding  or  launching 
her,  should  her  services  be  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

t  David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant- Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  Fifth  District. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  command  of  the  upper 
1  ennessee  fleet. 

October  1,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Forrest  to  the  command  of  the 
upper  Tennessee  fleet.  You  will  detach  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Glassford  and  order  him  to  return  to  his  old  command. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Tenth  Distinct  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Sternly , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  for  special  duty. 

Mound  City,  October  1 , 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  attend  to  the  powder 
there  belonging  to  this  squadron.  After  performing  this  duty  re¬ 
turn  to  Cincinnati  and  attend  to  the  equipment  of  the  ironclads 
building  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

R  e  ar-A  dmiral. 

Commander  F.  Stanly, 

Naval  Station ,  Mound  City. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennoch ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Pitot  Birch ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  General  Lyon ,  for  delivery  of  mail 
and  stores  to  the  fleet. 


Mound  City,  October  1 , 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  river,  carrying  the  mails  and 
stores  for  the  fleet. 

You  will  take  convoy  past  dangerous  places  going  and  coming,  and 
should  your  vessel  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  do  not  attempt  to 
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fight  them,  but  proceed  on  your  way  and  let  your  convoy  do  the 
fighting.  After  performing  the  above  duty,  return  to  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Pilot  R.  E.  Birch, 

Commanding  General  Lyon. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gorringe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  command  of  the 
U .  S.  S.  Vindicator. 

October  1,  1864. 

Sir:  In  case  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge  should  accept  the 
proposition  I  have  offered  him,  you  will  succeed  him  in  command 
of  the  Vindicator. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Henry  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  Sibyl. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gorringe.  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sibyl ,  to 
obtain  information  regarding  the  whereabouts  of  forces  under 
General  Mower ,  Z7.  S.  Army. 


Mound  City,  October  1 , 186 f. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  New  Madrid  and  deliver  the 
enclosed  letters.  Should  Captain  Mitchell  have  left  New  Madrid, 
you  will  obtain  all  the  information  yourself  desired  in  the  enclosed 
telegram. 

As  soon  as  this  duty  is  performed,  return  here  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  Sibyl ,  off  Mound  City. 

[Enclosures.] 


Mound  City,  October  1,  186L 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  telegram  received  from  General 
Rosecrans. 

You  will  obtain  all  the  information  possible  in  relation  to  the 
movements  of  the  troops  sent  by  Steele.  Their  whereabouts  we 
particularly  desire  to  know. 

Very  respectfully,  _  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Comdg.  Carondelet  and  8th  Dist.  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  7, 1861,-2: 07  p.  m. 

he  1iei)elsTTrre  advancing  on  St.  Louis.  They  occupied 
De  Soto  last  night  We  are  very  anxious  to  learn  if  a  column  sent 
by  Steele  under  Mower  to  follow  Price  is  in  Missouri.  Would  be 

dirertiin  of  PI?  G  WOuld  fl  SOme  messenger  to  him  in  the 
direction  of  Bloomfield,  to  report  to  you  or  to  any  part  whence 

speedy  communication  can  be  had.  The  messenger  will  be  liberally 


Captain  Pennock, 

G  cdro. 


W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

M  aj  or-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  October  1,  1861,. 

.  1  have  sent.  a  gunboat  to  New  Madrid  to  try  to  get  the  informa¬ 
tion  you  require  from  that  direction. 

I  will  try  and  get  a  messenger  out  in  another  direction. 


#  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Major-General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  October  2 ,  1861,. 
(Received  3d,  11 :  30  a.  m.) 

Your  telegram  received.  The  Milwaukee  and  KicTcapoo  will  be 
sent  at  once.  They  draw  6  feet. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


D.  D.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  October  3,  1861,-8:25  p.  m. 
Gunboat  returned  from  New  Madrid  reports  persons  comino-  from 
Bloomfield  daily.  No  news  of  Mower’s  whereabouts.  Scout's  have 
been  sent  out.  As  soon  as  they  return  the  report  will  be  sent  imme¬ 
diately  to  me,  and  will  be  telegraphed  promptly  to  you. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  Rosecrans, 
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Paducah,  Ky.,  October  3, 186 4- 

Captain  :  Send  two  gunboats  to  Columbus  at  once,,  the  force  there 
being  insufficient  to  protect  the  place,  and  an  attack  is  expected. 

S.  Meredith, 

I  Brigadier- General. 

Captain  Pennock, 

Mound  City ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  Ky.,  October  3,  1864.. 

Colonel:  I  have  telegraphed  to  Captain  Pennock  to  send  you  two 
gunboats. 

S.  Meredith, 

Brigadier-General. 

Colonel  McArthur, 

Commanding ,  Columbus ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  III.,  October  3 ,  1864 • 

I  will  send  one  gunboat  to  Columbus,  the  only  available  one. 
Please  inform  me  what  force  threatens  Columbus,  and  their  where¬ 
abouts. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Meredith, 

C  ommanding. 


Letter  from  Captain  Pennock,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Canby , 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  need  of  vessels  from  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron  in  exchange  for  the  Milwaukee  and  Kickapoo. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  4 ,  1864- 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  20th  ultimo  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  to  inform 
you  that,  previous  to  his  departure  for  the  East,  he  ordered  the 
double-turreted  monitors  Milwaukee  and  Kickapoo  to  be  sent  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Admiral  Farragut  at  Mobile.  We  shall  then  be  left 
with  only  two  small  monitors,  both  undergoing  repairs.  I  trust  the 
admiral  will  send  us,  in  exchange,  the  monitor  Manhattan  and  the 
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ram  Tennessee ,  as  we  require  their  services  in  the  lower  Mississippi 
it  will  give  me  great  pleasure,  general,  to  cooperate  with  you,  and 
attord  you  all  the  assistance  m  my  power  should  you  require  it.  The 
Milwaukee  may  be  detained  a  few  days  between  Cairo  and  Memphis 
on  account  of  low  water.  r 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Div.  of  West  Miss.,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennock ,  U.S.  Navy,  transmitting  prize  lists  of 

certain  vessels. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  October  5,  186L 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  prize  lists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron : 

U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe,  for  the  capture  of  4  bales  cotton,  June  13 
1864.  ’  ’ 

U.  S.  S.  Marmora,  for  the  capture  of  merchandise  from  M.  Bless¬ 
ing  at  Napoleon,  Ark.,  January  21,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  M armora ,  for  the  capture  of  military  goods  from  rebel  spv, 
J.  A.  Tatum,  March,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Marmora,  for  the  capture  of  3  bales  of  cotton  and  1  steam¬ 
boat  bell,  March  4,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Clair,  for  the  capture  of  3  bales  of  cotton,  May  13,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  October  6, 186 A 

The  Milwaukee,  ordered  by  Admiral  Porter  to  Mobile,  is  detained 
by  low  water  between  Cairo  and  Memphis  and  derangement  of  ma¬ 
chinery.  She  will  be  dispatched  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  M.  Pennock. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Naval  operations*  in  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  forces  under  Major-General  George  II.  Thomas ,  U.  S. 
Army,  opposing  Major-Generals  Hood  and  Forrest ,  C.  S.  Army, 
from  October  10  to  December  31,  1865,  including  attack  on  V.  S. 
steamers  Key  West  and  Undine,  at  Eastport ,  Miss.,  October  10; 
operations  near  J ohnsonville,  Tenn.,  including  loss  of  U.  S.  S. 
Undine,  October  30,  and  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West,  Taw  ah,  and 
Elfin,  November  5,  followed  by  operations  at  Bell’s  Mills  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-5,  6, 15-16. 

Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding  at¬ 
tack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West  and  Undine  by  Confederate  batteries  at 
Eastport,  Miss.,  during  combined  expedition  from  Clifton,  Tenn.,  October  10. 
1864. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo ,  III.,  October  15, 1865 • 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  of  Acting  Master 
J.  L.  Bryant,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Undine,  received  at  the  moment 
of  my  departure,  as  announced  in  my  dispatch  of  this  morning.  The 
report  of  the  officer  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Key  West,  also  engaged 
in  the  same  expedition,  has  not  been  received. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Paducah,  where  I  made  such 
dispositions  as  will  materially  assist  the  forces  there  in  repelling  any 
attack  which  may  be  made,  but  which,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  obtain,  I  do  not  anticipate.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  rebel 
General  Forrest  will  be  more  likely  to  make  an  attack  on  Memphis, 
where,  I  understand,  the  garrison  is  weak.  I  will  therefore  proceed 
there,  without  delay  to  make  arrangements  for  giving  it  such  assist¬ 
ance  as  the  gunboats  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Undine, 

Off  Paducah,  Ky.,  October  12,  1865 • 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  an 
expedition  from  Clifton  to  Eastport,  under  command  of  Colonel 
[George  B.]  Hoge,  consisting  of  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  and 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  Infantry,  Illinois  Volunteers  (660 
strong),  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  (600  strong),  and  Battery 
G,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery  (4  rifled  12-pounders).  These 
troops  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant  at  Clifton,  Tenn., 
on  board  the  transports  City  of  Pekin ,  Aurora,  and  Kenton,  and  at 
1  p.  m.  started  up  the  river  for  Eastport,  Miss.,  under  convoy  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Key  West  and  this  vessel.  The  transports  being  short  of 
fuel,  we  stopped  for  wood  at  several  points  on  the  river. 


*  For  the  operations  of  the  Army  in  North  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee 
November  14,  1864,  to  January  23,  1865,  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and 
Confederate  Armies,  vol.  45,  Pts.  I,  II. 
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.  ^  1,30  P-  m-  the  10th  instant  we  arrived  off  Eastport.  After  pass- 
ing  some  islands  10  miles  below  the  Key  West  made  signals  to  me, 
■  1'  “:  ®  to°  “»£«■  and  ‘  Keep  in  close  order.”  On  approach- 

trnoit  K rtf f  ythmH  sef™ed  ffluet ;  there  were  no  intimations  of 

tainPrEdwb  mTt?'011  16  I',  !  c®mmanding  the  landing,  and  Cap¬ 

tain  [Edw.  M  ]  King  waved  to  the  transports  to  land,  and  took  a 

position  so  as  to  command  the  roads  and  came  to  anchor.  I  anchored 
as  em  of  mm.  Ihe  troops  immediately  commenced  disembarking. 

Colonel  Hoge,  commanding  the  brigade,  went  on  board  the  Key 
V68*  *nd  ^formed  Captain  King  that  he  should  move  immediately 
for  luka.  As  the  Colonel  was  returning  in  the  Key  West's  gig,  a 
masked  battery  of  six  rifled  guns  opened  on  the  boats  from  the  hill  at 
Eastport  and  three  rifled  guns  from  Chickasaw. 

The  transports  were  struck  several  times,  exploding  a  caisson  on 
board  the  Aurora  and  Kenton ,  and  setting  them  on  fire,  causing 
great  confusion  among  the  troops,  burning  several  of  them,  and  mor¬ 
tally  wounding  the  captain  of  the  Aurora.  Many  of  the  troops 
jumped  overboard  from  the  burning  steamers.  A  company  that  had 
been  sent  out  as  skirmishers  immediately  returned  toward  the  boat. 
1  be  other  troops  that  were  forming  in  line  on  the  bank  broke  and 
fled  in  great  disorder  down  the  river.  The  battery  of  four  guns  was 
abandoned,  the  transports  cut  their  lines  and  drifted  downstream 
Aurora  and  Kenton  disabled. 


During  this  time  the  Key  W  est  and  TJndine  were  each  struck  twice 
with  rifled  projectiles.  One  shell  passed  down  through  the  boiler 
deck  of  the  Key  West  and  burst  in  the  bag  rack,  near  after  part  of 
boilers;  another  passed  through  the  steerage  and  out  on  the  port  side. 

This  vessel  had  her  port  wheel  rope  and  bell  wires  cut  by  a  shell 
and  also  had  the  after  steam-escape  pipe  and  hog-chain  brace  near 
the  cook’s  galley  shot  away.  One  shell  entered  the  starboard  side 
through  boiler  deck,  passing  through  the  cabin,  cutting  the  deck  and 
causing  the  splinters  to  fly  in  every  direction. 

The  gunboats  returned  the  fire  immediately,  and  kept  it  up  for 
thirty  minutes  in  full  range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  with  their  shell 
bursting  all  around  and  over  us.  On  finding  it  evident  that  the 
enemy’s  force  was  far  superior  to  ours,  and  that  an  effort  to  silence 
the  batteries  with  smoothbore  guns  would  prove  fruitless,  Captain 
King  gave  orders  for  the  gunboats  to  drop  down  out  of  range.  The 
two  disabled  transports  having  now  drifted  out  of  sight,  Captain 
King  ordered  me  down  the  river  to  look  after  them,  while  he  cov¬ 
ered  the  City  of  Pekin  in  taking  on  board  the  stragglers. 

On  reaching  the  vessel,  I  found  the  troops  and  crews  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  quenching  the  fire  on  the  transports,  but  they  were  dis¬ 
abled,  and  I  immediately  returned  and  reported  the  fact  to  Captain 
King. 

It  was  now  nearly  sundown,  and  the  Key  West  proceeded  down¬ 
stream  and  made  signals  “  Follow  senior  officer’s  movements,”  which 
I  did.  We  found  the  transports  Aurora  and  Kenton  drifting  down¬ 
stream  in  the  chute  at  Line  Island.  The  Kenton  had  temporarily 
repaired  her  steam  pipe  and  taken  the  Aurora  in  tow.  The  trans¬ 
ports  landed,  the  Key  West  anchored,  and  I  moved  alongside  of  her. 
Colonel  Hoge  came  on  board  and  requested  Captain  King  to  convoy 
him  to  Hamburg.  The  City  of  Pekin  now  took  the  disabled  Aurora 
in  tow,  and  at  6.15  p.  m.  we  all  steamed  down  the  river. 
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On  approaching  Boad’s  [Boyd’s]  Landing  we  discovered  two  nouses 
on  fire,  which  illuminated  the  river  for  some  distance.  Captain  King 
thinking  all  was  not  right,  ordered  the  transports  to  stop,  and  he 
would  go  ahead  and  shell  the  woods,  and  if  he  passed  by  safely  he 
would  blow  a  long  whistle  for  them  to  come  on,  which  he  did,  and 
we  again  proceeded  on  our  way.  At  10 : 20  we  passed  Savannah, 
and  at  10 : 3 5- the  fog  became  too  thick  to  proceed  farther  with  safety ; 
therefore  came  to  anchor  above  Coffee  Landing,  except  the  Auroia, 
which  was  tied  up  to  the  bank.  At  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  or  Lie 
11th  we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  The  Aurora 
had  temporarily  repaired  her  steam  pipe,  and  was  capable  of  being 
managed  under  low  steam.  We  arrived  at  Johnsonville  at  7  p.  m. 
the  11th  instant,  and  I  proceeded  down  the  river  in  company  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  Key  West  at  9  this  a.  m.  We  arrived  off  Paducah  at 
sundown. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  during  the  engagement  my  officers 
and  crew  behaved  gallantly  and  displayed  coolness  in  every  instance. 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  John  W.  Morton  was  restored  to  duty 
during  action,  and  acted  with  great  coolness  and  decision.  I  also  take 
great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  Volunteer  Lieutenant  King 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  he  conducted 
this  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Bryant, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant -Commander  James  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  King,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  order  of  Major-General  Washburn, 

U.  S.  Army,  for  the  movement  of  troops. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  October  30,  186 4-. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  E.  M.  King’s  report  of  the  attack  by  the  rebels  on  Colonel 
Hoge’s  command  at  Eastport,  Miss. 

He  was  the  senior  officer  present  at  the  time,  in  command  of  the 
gunboat  Key  West. 

The  report  of  the  second  in  command  I  forwarded  on  the  14th 
instant.  These  reports  have  both  been  forwarded  as  soon  as  re¬ 
ceived. 

I  also  enclose  copy  of  General  Washburn’s  order  to  Colonel  Hoge, 
explaining  the  service  required  of  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  6'. 
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U.  S.  Gunboat  Key  West, 

Off  Paducah ,  Ky.,  October  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  an  expe¬ 
dition  from  Clifton  to  Eastport,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hoge 
consisting  of  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry  (660  strong),  Sixty-first  United  States 
Colored  Infantry  (600  strong).  These  troops  embarked  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  instant  at  Clifton,  on  board  the  transports  City 
of  P ehin,  Kenton ,  and  Aurora ,  and  at  1  p.  m.  steamed  up  river  for 
Eastport,  Miss.,  under  convoy  of  this  vessel  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine , 
Acting  Master  John  L.  Bryant,  commanding.  The  transports  being 
short  of  fuel,  we  stopped  for  wood  at  several  points  on  the  river. 
At  —  P-  m.  of  the  11th  instant  we  arrived  off  Eastport.  After 
passing  Line  Island,  10  miles  below,  I  made  signal  to  Undine,  “  Can 
not  be  too  cautious,”  and  “  Keep  in  close  order.”  On  approaching 
Eastport  everything  seemed  quiet;  there  were  no  indications  of 
troops  or  batteries  on  the  hill  commanding  the  landing,  and  I  waved 
to  the  transports  to  land  and  took  a  position  in  mid  river  so  as  to 
command  the  roads  and  anchored  with  the  Undine  astern.  The 
troops  commenced  disembarking  immediately.  Colonel  Hoge,  com¬ 
manding  the  brigade,  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  he  should 
move  immediately  for  Iuka.  As  the  colonel  was  returning  to  the 
City  of  Pekin  in  my  gig  a  masked  battery  of  six  rifled  guns  opened 
on  the  boats  from  the  hill  at  Eastport  and  three  rifled  guns  from 
Chickasaw.  The  transports  were  struck  several  times,  exploding  a 
caisson  on  board  the  Aurora  and  Kenton  and  setting  them  on  fire. 
This  caused  great  confusion  among  the  troops,  many  of  them  jump¬ 
ing  overboard  from  the  burning  steamers.  A  company  that  had  been 
sent  out  as  skirmishers  immediately  returned  toward  the  boats. 
Other  troops  that  were  forming  in  line  on  the  bank  broke  and  fled 
pell-mell  down  the  river  bank.  The  battery  of  four  guns  was  aban¬ 
doned.  The  transports  cut  their  lines  and  drifted  downstream. 
Kenton  and  Aurora  disabled  and  City  of  Pekin  with  several  shots 
through  her.  During  this  time  the  Key  West  and  Undine  were  each 
struck  twice  with  rifled  projectiles.  One  plunging  shell  passed  down 
through  the  boiler  deck  of  this  vessel  and  burst  in  the  bag  rack  near 
after  part  of  the  boilers;  another  passed  through  the  steerage  and 
out  on  the  port  side.  The  Undine  had  her  port  wheel  rope  and  bell 
wires  cut  by  a  shell.  The  gunboats  returned  the  enemy’s  fire  imme¬ 
diately  and*  kept  it  up  for  thirty  minutes  in  full  range  of  the  bat¬ 
teries,  with  their  shell  bursting  thick  and  fast  around  and  over  us. 
Seeing  that  I  could  effect  nothing  with  smoothbores  against  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  rifled,  guns  I  dropped  the  gunboat  back  just  out  of  range. 
The  two  disabled  transports  having  now  drifted  out  of  sight  around 
the  bend,  I  sent  the  Undine  down  to  look  after  them  while  I  covered 
the  City  of  Pekin  in  taking  on  board  the  stragglers.  The  Undine 
returned  shortly  and  Captain  Bryant  reported  that  the  troops  and 
crews  had  quenched  the  fires  on  the  transports,  but  they  were  dis¬ 
abled  and  repairing.  It  was  now  nearly  sundown  and  I  suggested 
to  Colonel  Hoge  that  we  had  all  better  go  down  and  look  out  for 
our  disabled  boats.  We  found  them  drifting  downstream  in  the 
chute  at  Line  Island.  The  Kenton  had  temporarily  repaired  her 
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steampipe  and  had  the  Aurora  in  tow  and  steamed  with  her  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  river;  the  City  of  Pekin  landed  also.  I  anchored 
this  vessel  in  the  chute  near  them,  with  Undine  alongside.  Colonel 
Hoge  now  came  on  board  and  requested  me  to  convoy  him  to  Ham¬ 
burg.  The  City  of  Pekin  took  the  disabled  Aurora  in  tow  and  at 
6.15  p.  m.  we  all  steamed  slowly  down  the  river.  On  approaching 
Boyd’s  Landing  we  discovered  two  houses  on  fire,  lighting  up  the 
whole  bend  of  the  river.  Fearing  the  enemy  might  have  a  battery 
planted  there,  I  communicated  with  Colonel  Hoge  and  told  him  that 
I  would  move  ahead  and  if  I  got  through  safely  would  blow  a  long 
whistle.  In  passing  down  the  bend  I  manned  both  sides  and  kept  up 
a  warm  fire,  but  received  no  response.  On  approaching  Hamburg  I 
again  communicated  with  the  colonel  to  know  if  he  wished  to  stop  at 
that  point.  He  answered  that  he  wished  me  to  proceed  down  the 
river  as  fast  as  possible. 

At  10.20  we  passed  Savannah  and  at  10.35,  the  fog  being  too  thick 
to  run  with  safety,  we  anchored  above  Coffee  Landing,  except  the 
disabled  Aurora  tied  up  to  the  bank.  At  8  o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  11th  we  proceeded  down  river.  The  Aurora  had  temporarily 
repaired  her  steam  pipe  during  the  night  and  was  manageable  under 
slow  steam.  We  stopped  at  Clifton  a  short  time  at  noon  and,  pro¬ 
ceeding,  arrived  at  Johnsonville  at  7  p.  m.  of  the  11th  instant.  Pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  with  the  Undine  at  9  this  morning  and  arrived 
at  Paducah  at  sundown.  _  ,  \ 

Under  the  circumstances  attending  this  affair  I  think  it  provi¬ 
dential  that  the  boats  escaped  with  so  little  damage  and  that  so  few 
of  the  troops  were  killed  and  captured.  With  regard  to  the  loss  of 
the  battery  I  will  only  say  at  present  that  the  gunboats  were  ready  to 
assist  in  any  movement  that  the  colonel  commanding  might  have  sug¬ 
gested  for  their  recovery.  I  am  fully  convinced  at  the  same  time  that 
any  attempt  in  force  to  retake  the  guns  would  have  entailed  still 
greater  loss,  including  the  temporary  or  total  disabling  of  the  gun¬ 
boats.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  officers  and  crew  acted 
with  great  coolness  and  decision;  the  guns  were  fired  rapidly  and 
well. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  copy  of  General  Washburn’s 
orders  to  Colonel  Hoge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  .King, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  9th  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Ripley ,  October  8 , 186L 

Colonel:  As  soon  as  you  receive  this,  move  with  your  infantry 
and  artillery  to  Clifton  with  the  squadron  of  cavalry  that  takes  you 
this  and  embark  at  once  on  transports  and  move  up  to  Eastport, 
As  soon  as  you  land  at  Eastport  move  rapidly  out  of  the  line  of  rail¬ 
roads  near  Iuka  and  break  the  road  up  and  destroy  bridges  so  as  to 
hold  any  trains  that  may  be  east  of  the  break.  Their  depot  of  sup¬ 
plies  is  at  Cherokee,  east  of  Iuka.  After  doing  this,  hold  Eastport 
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untii  you  hear  from  me.  I  think  I  shall  reach  there  in  about  three 
days  I  he  cavalry  order  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  In  ap¬ 
proaching  Eastport,  do  so  with  care,  as  not  to  be  ambuscaded. 
1  lease  show  this  to  Captain  Iving,  gunboat  Key  West  and  request 
him  to  convoy  you  and  stick  to  you. 

Respectfully,  yours,  C.  C.  Washburn, 

„  Major-General. 

Colonel  G.  B.  Hoge, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


[Telegram.] 


Headqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field ,  C  artersville,  October  10 , 1864. 

Keep  all  your,  boats  in  watching  and  patrolling  the  Tennessee. 
Hoocl  is  now  crossing  the  Coosa  about  12  miles  below  Rome  and  is 
heading  west,  but  may  aim  for  Whitesburg  or  Gunter’s.  I  rather 
think  he  is  aiming  to  unite  with  Forrest  over  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
road,  about  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  yet  he  should  be  prevented  from  cross¬ 
ing  the  Tennessee  River  anywhere  above  Mussel  Shoals.  I  may 
also  look  for  a  boat  about  Guntersville. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Glassford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Bridgeport. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  October  16.  1864. 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  through  General 
Granger,  at  Huntsville : 

Larkinsville,  October  16,  1861f. 

An  officer  from  south  side  of  the  river  gives  the  following  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  :  Hood’s  army,  including  Forrest,  Wheeler,  and  Roddey,  are  now,  at  10 
o’clock,  in  Deer  Head  Cove,  Dug  Gap,  15  miles  south  of  Carpenter’s  [Caper- 
ton’s?]  Ferry,  advancing  toward  that  landing  on  the  main  road.  I  move  up 
there  immediately  and  leave  orders  for  the  General  Grant  to  come  up  as  soon  as 
she  arrives.  I  will  be  there  at  10  or  11  o’clock  to-night. 

G.  Mokton, 
Commanding. 

I  wish  you  to  take  Morgan’s  and  Wagner’s  divisions  to  the  point 
referred  to  instead  of  going  up  Lookout  Valley,  sending  your  scouts 
well  in  advance  to  ascertain  just  where  the  enemy  are.  You  will 
also  send  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  General  Sherman,  telling  him  what 
you  have  done,  and  I  desire  the  same  information  to  be  sent  as  soon 
as  possible  to  General  Stanley,  who  is  also  in  pursuit  of  Hood’s  army. 
Don’t  fail  to  report  what  you  discover,  and  I  wish,  if  possible,  that 
you  communicate  also,  if  you  find  the  enemy,  with  Generals  Sherman 
and  Stanley,  letting  them  also  know  of  your  movement. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General. 


Major-General  Schofield. 
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[Telegram.] 

Huntsville,  October  16, 1861/.. 

I  don’t  believe  either  Forrest  or  Eoddey  can  be  with  Hood.  My 
scout  from  Blountsville,  returned  to-day,  reports  having  heard  of 
Hood  moving  toward  Chattanooga,  but  makes  no  report  of  F  orrest 
having  passed  that  way,  which  he  must  have  known  had  Forrest 
joined  Hood.  Captain  Morton  repeats  his  telegram  that  he  is_ posi¬ 
tive  that  his  information  is  correct.  The  gunboats,  in  my  opinion, 
will  do  but  little  toward  stopping  the  crossing  of  the  river  by  such 
a  force  as  Hood  must  have.  They  have  no  protection  for  their 
boilers,  none  indeed  for  any  part  of  the  boat,  and  any  of  them  could 
be  totally  disabled  by  three  batteries  in  15  minutes.  They  can 
only  be  stopped  from  crossing  by  batteries  and  heavy  force  on  this 
side  of  the  river.  I  will  be  pleased  to  have  any  orders  forthwith, 
general,  if  I  can  render  any  service. 

E.  S.  Granger, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 


Eight  Miles  North  of  Eogersville, 

October  16, 1864-  ( Via  Pulaski.) 

I  will  move  to  Eogersville  and  toward  Florence  to-day.  Can  hear 
of  no  rebels  except  squads.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  gunboats  can 
take  care  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  Waterloo. 

Very  respectfully 

John  T.  Croxton, 
Brigadier-General. 


Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  16, 1864* 
Will  you  please  direct  the  gunboats  to  patrol  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
up  as  far  as  Waterloo  and  Eastport,  while  my  cavalry  make  an 
expedition  to  Eogersville  and  Florence? 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  Gunboat  Fleet, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  October  16, 1864. 

I  have  asked  the  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  fleet  to  direct 
the  patrol  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver  by  the  gunboats,  as  you  request, 
while  you  are  going  to  Eogersville  and  Florence. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  John  T.  Croxton, 

(To  be  forwarded  via  Pulaski.) 
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[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  III.,  October  17 , 1864. 

^  our  dispatch  received.  Will  endeavor  to  comply  with  your  re¬ 
quest  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  as  Eastport. 

J.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  October  18 , 1864 • 

T  our  dispatch  of  this  day  received,  and  I  send  you  the  following 
from  Major-General  Sherman  for  your  information  and  guidance: 

Ship’s  Gap,  October  17,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

Order  in  my  name  the  renewal  of  the  attempt  to  get  Eastport,  and  ask 
Admiral  Porter,  if  necessary,  to  send  up  an  ironclad.  We  should  command 
the  Tennessee  River  up  to  Mussel  Shoals  perfectly. 

W.  T.  Sheeman, 

Major-General. 

I  have  applied  by  telegraph  to  Admiral  Porter  for  the  iron¬ 
clad,  and  I  desire  to  know  whether  you  can  collect  a  sufficient 
force  of  infantry,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  your  cavalry  and  the 
ironclad  and  gunboats,  to  lead  you  to  hope  for  a  successful  attack 
upon  and  capture  of  Eastport.  Answer  by  telegraph,  letting  me 
know  what  force  you  can  collect  and  how  soon  you  can  start  upon 
the  expedition.  It  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

M  a]  or-  General. 

Major-General  C.  C.  Washburn. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  October  18 , 1864. 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  from  Ship’s  Gap  of  yesterday  noon. 
Am  ready  to  carry  out  your  orders  should  Hood  attempt  to  come 
into  Tennessee.  *  *  * 

I  have  arranged  with  Lieutenant  Greer,  commanding  gunboat 
fleet  on  lower  Tennessee,  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  up  as  Eastport. 
Lieutenant  Glassford,  commanding  between  Bridgeport  and  De¬ 
catur,  patrols  that  portion  of  the  river  daily,  and  cooperates  with 
me  very  cordially.  I  believe  affairs  north  of  the  Tennessee  River 
are  getting  into  much  better  shape,  and  I  hope  to  join  you  very  soon. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

M  ajor-  General. 


Major-General  Sherman. 
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[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  19 ,  1861/. 
Your  dispatch  is  received.  It  is  impossible  to  furnish  an  ironclad ; 
besides,  there  is  not  water  enough  for  them.  I  have  sent  three  light- 
drafts  to  operate  against  Eastport. 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieu  tenant-  G ommander. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 


Decatur,  October  £5, 1861/.. 
The  following  has  just  been  received: 


Huntsville,  October  25,  186J/. 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  passed  through  my  headquarters,  with  a  like 
report  from  lieutenant  commanding  at  Whitesburg.  I  get  nothing  from  Clays- 
ville.  I  don’t  believe  the  story. 

Wm.  P.  Lyon, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

“  U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas. 

“  The  river  is  so  low  that  I  can  not  reach  Claysville  Landing.  Got  up  to 
Beard’s  Bluff.  From  reliable  information  at  various  points  on  the  river,  which 
you  can  rely  on.  the  enemy  is  in  large  force,  with  artillery  and  pontoons,  be¬ 
tween  Guntersville,  Warrenton,  and  Fletcher’s,  and  threatens  to  cross  at  various 
points  from  Beard’s  Bluff  to  Triana.  River  so  low  that  I  can  not  go  with 
safety  below  Whitesburg.  I  will  endeavor  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  from 
White’s  Bar  to  Gunter’s  Bar  until  I  hear  from  you.  The  Stone  River  is  below 
Whitesburg.  I  would  recommend  you  to  telegraph  to  General  Granger  to  keep 
her  between  Whitesburg  and  Decatur  and  communicate  with  me  at  head  of 
Hobson’s  Island,  3  miles  above  Whitesburg.  You  can  rely  upon  the  information 
I  give  to  he  correct,  for  I  have  seen  cavalry  and  officers  "dressed  in  regular  uni¬ 
form,  which  I  never  saw  before  on  the  river,  and  at  various  points,  too,  and 
the  information  came  direct  from  Warrenton  here.  Please  send  me  dispatch 
via  Whitesburg  to-morrow.  I  return  up  river  immediately  to  Beard's  Bluff 
and  will  be  down  again  to-morrow  unless  detained  by  the  enemy.  Be  assured 
the  Thomas  is  vigilant.  Plenty  of  rails  for  fuel. 

“  G.  Morton, 

“Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

“  Captain  M.  Forrest, 

“  Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron, 

“  Bridgeport,  Ala.” 

I  send  the  above  forwhat  it  is  worth.  I  have  no  evidence  to  con¬ 
firm  this  report  further  than  I  have  sent  you  heretofore.  I  will  send 
another  party  immediately,  upon  the  Stone  River ,  to  Clarksville 
Ferry,  near  mouth  of  Flint  River.  I  have  no  one  to  put  down  to 
guard  the  crossing  on  the  river  below,  unless  they  are  sent  from 
Columbia,  where  there  are  more  troops,  I  think,  than  are  necessary. 

R.  S.  Granger, 

B  rigadier-General. 


Major-General  Thomas. 
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Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  26,  186 V 
If  you  have  a  gunboat  at  Bridgeport  I  desire  you  to  take  as  many 
men  as  you  can  carry  down  the  river  to  Claysville  to  defend  the 
crossing  of  the  river  at  that  place. 

^  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 
Commanding  Officer  Gunboat  Fleet, 

Bridgeport,  Ala. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  26,  186V 
Will  you  please  have  the  gunboats  under  your  command  moved 
down  the  Tennessee  River  to  Claysville  and  Deposit,  to  assist  General 
Granger  in  defending  the  fords  and  crossings  at  those  points,  and 
also,  if  possible,  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  down  as  Whitesburg? 
Answer  and  acknowledge  receipt. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Commanding  Officer  Gunboat  Fleet, 

Bridgeport,  Ala. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  October  26, 186V 

(Received  27th.) 

Dispatch  received,  and  have  just  received  one  from  a  gunboat  at 
Claysville.  There  are  two  boats  between  the  points  you  mention, 
and  I  will  try  to  get  a  third.  The  river  is  very  low.  A  dispatch  re¬ 
ceived  to-day  mentions  a  Union  prisoner  who  was  captured  at  Dalton 
and  who  reports  the  enemy  28,000  strong  at  or  near  Warrenton. 

M.  Forrest, 

Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Bridgeport,  October  26,  186V 

The  river  is  so  low  the  gunboat  here  can’t  get  over  the  bar.  A  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  General  Thomas  to-day  reports  her  at  Claysville,  and 
the  General  Grant  is  trying  to  sheer  her  way  over  the  bars  to  her 
assistance. 

M.  Forrest, 

Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

General  Thomas. 
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[Telegram.] 

Huntsville,  October  26,  1864-. 
(Received  3:47  p.  m.) 

If  there  is  a  gunboat  at  Bridgeport  500  men  could  be  sent  to  Clays- 
ville  in  a  few  hours.  The  nearest  point  would  be  25  miles  from 
railroad. 

R.  S.  Granger, 

Brigadier -General. 

General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 


Huntsville,  October  27,  1861/.. 

The  following  dispatches  have  just  been  received  from  Whites- 
burg: 

U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas, 

Off  Hobson's  Island,  October  27,  1864 — U  a •  m- 
Sir  :  Have  been  up  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Deposit  and  Beard's  Bluff. 
No  enemy  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  river  this  morning.  Heard  heavy  trains 
moving  along  the  mountain  roads  all  night.  Took  on  board  one  of  General 
Granger’s  scouts,  just  in  from  Warrenton  and  Guntersville.  He  reports  main 
force  of  the  enemy  moving  down  the  river  toward  Decatur;  courier  going  to 
General  Hood;  that  a  large  Federal  force  is  this  side  of  Gadsden  in  pursuit. 
All  right  on  board. 

G.  Morton, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  M.  Forrest, 

Comdg.  Eleventh  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron,  Bridgeport,  Ala. 


U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas. 

Sir  :  It  rained  very  heavily  all  night,  and  I  will  go  down  river  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  probabilities  are  that  the  river  will  rise,  and  I  will  pass  Whites¬ 
burg  to-night. 

G.  Morton, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Lyon,  Huntsville. 


All  quiet  at  Whitesburg. 

Wm.  P.  Lyon, 

Colonel,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin,  Covtmanding. 
Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Huntsville,  October  28,  1864 • 

The  following  dispatches  are  just  received  from  captain  of  gun¬ 
boat  General  Thomas,  with  further  information  that  he  has  left 
Whitesburg  for  Decatur : 

U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas, 

Off  Hobson's  Island,  October  28,  1864. 

Sir:  Dispatches  all  received.  Just  from  Fort  [Port]  Deposit.  Saw  no  enemy 
since  yesterday.  I  shall  start  for  Decatur  immediately,  and  if  I  can  force  the 
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ss  s  ser.»Tcstx?r„s.e  tMs  afiemoon  fro“ 

G.  Morton, 

Captain  M.  Forrest,  AcUng  Master’  Commanding. 

Comdg.  Eleventh  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron,  Bridgeport,  Ala. 


U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas,  October  28,  186'f. 
From  the  latest  information  I  can  get,  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  has 

l5e<Dpn^tthTrJh^ri  bHt  I1tll4nk  Ury  WU1  attempt  crossing  at  Guntersvile  or 
Dep0k-lb  1  think  the  latter  place,  the  river  being  narrow  and  a  good 

artillery  road  for  them  to  come  on.  Opposite  this  place  is  every  appearance  of 
fences  being  down  for  the  moving  of  cavalry.  I  fired  canister  at  them,  and 
hS  w  k0m  r“UD!?S  through  the  cornfield.  I  should  go  to  Decatur  and  be 
b:,e  to-night ,  the  river  rose  last  night.  Russell’s  brigade  of  cavalry  is 
left  at  Guntersville  and  one  corps  at  Warrenton. 

G.  Morton, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Major-General  Thomas. 


W.  P.  Lyon, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Post. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  October  28,  1861^—9:30  p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  of  this  p.  m.  is  received.  Please  exjiress  to  Captain 
Morton  my  thanks  for  the  activity  displayed  by  him  in  patrolling 
the  river,  and  also  for  the  valuable  information  he  forwards.  I  wish 
you  to  impress  upon  your  guards  and  pickets  on  the  river  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  exercising  the  greatest  vigilance  at  all  times. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  8.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  W.  P.  Lyon, 

Huntsville ,  Ala. 


Extract  from  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  General  Thomas,  Acting  Master  Gilbert  Morton, 

commanding. 

October  28,  186V — Off  Paint  Rock  from  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Stopped 
“railing;  ”  headed  downstream;  2:45,  landed  at  Limestone  and  took 
on  board  more  rails ;  started  downstream,  had  men  at  quarters ;  went 
downstream  a  short  distance  and  came  alongside  the  Stone  River  and 
opened  on  a  rebel  battery  and  received  no  injury  until  abreast  of  the 
battery,  when  they  opened  fire  on  us  with  6  other  guns,  we  receiving 
one  shot  through  the  hull,  one  through  the  wheelhouse,  and  two 
through  the  cabin,  wounding  one  mortally  in  the  head,  one  through 
the  back,  and  one  in  the  neck.  Passed  the  rebel  batteries  and  landed 
at  Decatur.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Weather  clear;  wind  west.  Fired 
6  shots.  Ceased  firing.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Weather  clear  and  pleas¬ 
ant.  Cast  loose  from  shore  and  anchored  off  Decatur.  From  8  to  12 
p.  m.  (midnight):  Weather  clear;  wind  S.  W.  Occasional  picket 
firing. 
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Saturday,  October  29,  1861,..— Off  Decatur  from  12  to  4  a.  m.: 
Weather  cold,  with  heavy  fog.  3  a.  m.:  The  enemy  removed  their 
batteries  from  the  bank  of  the  river.  Continued  firing  of  pickets. 
4  to  8  a.  m. :  Continual  picket  firing.  9  a.  m. :  A  force  on  our  felt 
went  out  to  reconnoiter.  At  11 : 30  weighed  anchor  and  headed  up¬ 
stream.  5  p.  m. :  Landed  at  Decatur.  6:50  p.  m. :  U.  S.  Army  gun¬ 
boat  Stone  River  came  downstream  and  landed  above  us.  7 : 45,  cast 
loose  from  shore  and  headed  upstream.  11:30,  heavy  musket  filing 

at  Decatur.  , 

Sunday,  October  30, 1861,.— Off  Trianna :  At  12 : 05  a.  m.  were  fired 
into  by  some  cavalry;  went  to  quarters  and  returned  the  file.  12 . 10 
a.  m.:  Weighed  anchor  and  started  upstream,  shelling  the  woods. 
Came  to  anchor  off  Trianna.  5:45  a.  m. :  h  ired  two  shots  at  rebel 
cavalry.  Weighed  anchor,  started  upstream.  (  :  30,  landed  at 
Whitesburg ;  picked  up  two  deserters  on  south  shore. 

October  31,  1861,. — Off  Whitesburg :  At  2 : 45  a.  m.  three  muskets 
were  fired  south  of  Whitesburg.  9 : 30,  the  Stone  River  came  down, 
made  fast  aft,  and  hauled  us  off  the  bar.  8 :15  a.  m. :  Started  up  the 
river  and  fired  8  shots.  11:30,  landed.  4:15  p.  m. :  Commenced 
firing  at  some  rebel  cavalry.  5 : 15,  ceased  firing.  <  :  30,  stopped  at 
Trianna  and  communicated  with  some  soldiers.  8  p.  m. :  Fired  three 
shots.  At  10 : 15,  landed  at  Decatur. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Granger,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Master  Morton, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  General  Thomas,  requesting  cooperation. 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Decatur,  October  29,  1861,. 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  move  up  the  river 
with  your  vessel  at  once,  reconnoitering  the  banks  very  thoroughly, 
especially  about  Whitesburg,  where  it  is  reported  the  enemy  will 
attempt  a  crossing. 

Please  forward  immediately  any  information  of  importance  you 
may  obtain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  M.  Kneeland, 

First  Lieut.,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  General. 

Acting  Master  G.  Morton, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  General  Thomas. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  repulse  of  Major-General  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  near  Decatur,  Ala.,  October  28. 

No.  15.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  IIawk, 

Mound  City,  November  10,  1861,. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  dated  4th 
instant  from  Lieutenant  Moreau  Forrest,  commanding  eleventh  dis¬ 
trict,  reporting  the  repulse* of  the  rebel  general  Hood  near  De¬ 
catur,  Ala.,  in  which  affair  it  appears  that  the  gunboat  General 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


595 


Tlwmas  took  a  prominent  part,  receiving  the  acknowledgments  of 
General  Thomas  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.! 


IT.  S.  S.  General  Burnside, 
Bridgeport ,  Ala.,  November  Jh  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
1  have  taken  command  of  the  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Ihe  vessels  are  m  good  condition,  well  manned  and  well  supplied, 
and  have  already  had  an  opportunity  of  being  tested.  General  Hood 
attacked  Decatur  and  erected  two  batteries,  one  of  four  and  one  of 
in  the  night,  to  keep  the  gunboats  from  going  to  the  rescue. 

Ihe  General  Thomas,  being  below  the  bar,  was  the  only  vessel  I 
could  get  there,  and  she  arrived  just  in  time.  The  army  has  ac- 
knowleaged  her  services  very  frankly,  and  General  Thomas'  has  com¬ 
plimented  her  highly. 

.  The  vessels  are  very  lightly  built,  and  she  was  consequently  con¬ 
siderably  cut  up  by  the  fire. 

Hood  has  left  this  district  and  has  gone  below  the  shoals  to  cross. 
Scouts  mention  his  having  already  crossed. 

I  am  sorry  to  mention  that  there  is  considerable  sickness  in  this 
district,  there  being  now  about  50  patients,  some  of  them  being  past 
recovery.  Dr.  [William  C.]  Foster  having  deserted  before  I  took 
command,  leaves  me  only  two  medical  officers.  If  you  can  spare 
them,  I  should  like  to  have  two  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Moreau  Forrest. 

Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  Eleventh,  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commander  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Forrest,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
expressing  thanks  for  effective  cooperation  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  October  28. 

Mound  City,  November  10,  1864.. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  4th  instant  (addressed  to  Captain  Pennock)  is 
received.  My  thanks  are  due  to  yourself  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  General  Thomas  for  the  efficient  cooperation  rendered  by  that 
vessel  at  Decatur. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  further  and  full  particulars  of  this 
engagement,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  of  the  enemy 
at  the  time,  accompanied,  if  convenient,  by  a  diagram. 

Keep  me  fully  advised  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 

Respectfully,  yours,  a 

fe>.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Moreau  Forrest, 

Comdg.  TJ .  S.  S.  General  Burnside 

and  11th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  30 , 1861^. 

Please  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  commanding  gun¬ 
boats  the  great  necessity  of  their  patrolling  the  river  at  night,  as 
well  as  in  the  day.  It  is  in  the  night  small  parties  cross  the  river, 
who  sometimes  give  considerable  trouble. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  Gunboat  Fleet, 

Bridgeport,  Ala. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  31, 1861 — 10  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  telegram  from  General 
Thomas,  at  Nashville: 

Have  seen  your  telegram  of  29tli  to  General  Webster.  Enemy  in  strong 
force  before  Decatur,  and  also  threatening  to  cross  about  Florence.  Am  mov¬ 
ing  corps  to  oppose  him,  and  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  aid  me 
by  sending  as  many  gunboats  up  the  Tennessee  as  you  can  spare,  and  as  far 
as  Eastport,  if  water  will  admit.  Forrest  can  not  long  remain  at  Jefferson 
after  I  get  a  force  on  the  Tennessee. 

I  have  sent  up  all  the  boats  that  are  available.  Unfortunately  the 
river  is  too  low  for  ironclads.  The  rest  of  the  squadron  are  patrolling 
the  river  from  Columbus  to  Donaldsonville,  to  prevent  reinforce¬ 
ments  crossing  over  to  Hood’s  army.  The  two  ironclads  expected 
from  Farragut’s  squadron,  in  exchange  for  the  two  supplied  him 
from  this  squadron,  are  much  needed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Extracts  from  report  of  Brigadier-General  Granger,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Decatur ,  Ala.,  November  6,  186 Ij. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  forces  under  my  command  during  the  late  opera¬ 
tions  of  Hood’s  and  other  forces  in  northern  Alabama,  from  the 
12th  to  the  29th  of  October,  1864. 

******* 

The  gunboat  General  Thomas,  Captain  Morton,  commanding,  hav¬ 
ing  been  assigned  by  Captain  Forrest  to  that  portion  of  the  river 
between  Whitesburg  and  Decatur,  I  requested  Captain  Morton,  and 
ordered  Captain  Naylor  of  my  own  gunboat,  the  Stone  River ,  to 
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thoroughly  patrol  the  river  to  Whitesburg  and  beyond,  landing  at 
such  points  as  they  could  approach  with  safety,  to 'glean  all  thfin- 
formation  possible  On  the  14th  of  October  I  received  a  dispatch 
from  Captain  Morton  informing  me  that  General  Hood’s  army,  to- 

TWen  i  F°r- fst’  „Wliee^r,  and  Roddey,  were  in  Deer  Head  Cove, 
iS  15wille?  ff°m  Caperton’s  Ferry,  and  were  moving  upon 
the  landing  at  that  place  for  tlie  purpose  of  effecting  a  crossing.  I 
immediately  telegraphed  this  information  to  the  general  commanding 
department  and  ordered  the  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth  Indiana 
Cavalry  at  Stevenson  (en  route  for  Nashville)  to  be  stopped  in 
order  to  assist  the  forces  at  that  point  in  obstructing  the  advance  of 
tUe  enemy,  should  he  make  any  serious  demonstration  on  that  place. 
My  scout-  m  the  meantime,  however,  had  returned  from  Blountsville 
and  reported  the  enemy  moving  toward  Chattanooga,  and  Captain 
Morton  repeated  his  telegram  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  upon 
Capertons  Ferry  with  positive  assurance  that  his  information  was 
correct.  I  immediately  directed  the  gunboats  at  Decatur  to  move  up 
the  river  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  threatened  point,  ordered 
additional  scout,  across  the  river  from  Larkinsville  in  direction 
ot  Lebanon  and  Rawlmgsville,  and  also  from  Athens  and  Pulaski 
m  the  direction  of  the  river.  *  *  *  On  the  23d  I  received  a 
telegram  from  the  general  commanding  department  that  it  was  re¬ 
ported  that  I  orrest,  Lee,  and  others  were  moving  on  Tuscumbia 
*  *  I  telegraphed  to  the  general  commanding  that  I  did  not 

believe  the  forces  of  Forrest  and  Roddey  had  yet  joined  Hood  and 
sent  him  the  report  of  my  scout,  just  in,  who  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  taken  to  Courtland,  which  placed  Roddey  about  Moulton 
and  Somerville,  Forrest  near  Florence,  and  the  main  portion  of 
the  enemy  near  Tuscumbia. 


Feeling  the  great  importance  of  Decatur  to  the  Confederates  as 
an  objective  point,  and  being  satisfied  that  General  Hood  would 
attack  it  in  force,  I  telegraphed  the  general  commanding,  askino-  for 
reinforcements  of  2,000  infantry  and,  if  possible,  1,000  cavalry. 

iff  «je  jj, 

I  had  prior  to  this  time  (by  order  of  the  general  commandino-) 
established  a  strong  picket  post  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  was  thor¬ 
oughly  patrolling  the  river  from  that  point  to  Decatur,  and  above 
this  point  it  was  being  patrolled  as  thoroughly  as  possible  by  the 
gunboats  General  Thomas  and  Stone  River.  *  *  * 

During  the  28th  reinforcements  arrived  rapidly  and  were  assio-ned 
positions  in  the  works.  There  was  heavy  tiring  all  day  along  our 
entire  line,  but  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  make  an 
assault.  About  12  m.  I  ordered  Captain  Naylor,  of  the  gunboat 
Stone  River ,  to  run  the  enemy’s  battery,  and,  taking  a  position 
above,  to  operate  upon  his  rear  with  his  long-range  guns.  This 
was  done  without  injury  to  the  vessel.  About  3  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas  made  its  appearance  and  joined  the  Stone  River.  I 
soon  after  sent  orders  to  the  boats  to  engage  the  enemy’s  river  bat¬ 
tery,  assisted,  as  they  would  be,  by  Captain  Beach,  from  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  section  upon  the  left  flank  of  our  works. 
On  this  occasion,  as  on  the  previous  one,  the  fire  of  Beach’s  battery 
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was  very  fine,  throwing  shells  directly  into  the  enemy  s  works,  dis¬ 
mantling  two  of  his  guns,  killing  or  wounding  many,  and  so  dis¬ 
tracting  him  that  his  shots  at  the  gunboats  were  wild.  Under  cover 
of  this  severe  cross  fire  they  dropped  down  the  river  until  immedi¬ 
ately  opposite,  and  less  than  500  yards  from  the  enemy  s  works, 
opened  with  their  broadside  guns.  Their  guns  were  most  admirably 
served,  one  shell  from  the  Stone  River  exploding  a  caisson  and  killing 
IT  men.  It  was  impossible  for  men  to  withstand  this  attack.  _  They 
deserted  their  guns,  a  portion  of  them  retreating  to  their  main  line, 
while  many  of  them  rushed  down  the  bank  and  sought  the  protection 
of  the  trees  at  the  water’s  edge.  The  guns  of  the  boats,  double- 
shotted  with  canister,  were  turned  upon  them  at  a  distance  of  scarcely 
300  yards,  and  poured  in  a  terrible  fire.  *  *  *  The  enemy’s  loss 

in  this  short  engagement,  lasting  only  about  half  an  hour,  was  very 
severe.  The  casualties  upon  the  wooden  gunboats,  although  they 
were  hit  a  number  of  times,  were  very  slight,  there  being  only  2 
killed  and  11  wounded.  Captain  Naylor,  of  the  Stone  River ,  and 
Captain  Morton,  of  the  General  Thomas ,  handled  their  vessels  skill¬ 
fully,  maneuvering  them  with  precision  and  delivering  their  fire 
with  great  effect,  continuing  to  shell  the  crowd  of  fugitives  as  they 
fled  back  from  the  river.  They,  together  with  the  men  of  their  com¬ 
mands,  are  entitled  to  honorable  mention.  v  * 

Very  respectfully, 

Robert  S.  Granger, 
Brigadier -General,  C ommanding. 

Major  B.  H.  Polic, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  District  of  Tennessee. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  U.  S.  S. 
Undine,  October  30,  1864,  during  operations  below  Johnsonville,  Tenn. 

No.  6.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  November  Jj,  186 A 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Undine  (No.  55)  on  the  30th  ultimo  in  Tennessee  River,  about  50 
miles  above  Paducah,  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who  was  in 
considerable  force,  and  used  from  five  to  seven  pieces  of  field  artillery. 
The  Undine  was  a  liglit-clraft  river  boat,  carrying  four  24-pounder 
howitzers  on  each  side. 

The  action  was  animated.  The  affair  is  undergoing  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  a  court  of  enquiry.  The  boat  code  signal  book  was  probably 
captured,  of  which  commanding  officers  here  will  be  informed  and 
the  Bureau  of  Navigation  notified  by  telegraph. 

The  water  is  too  low  for  any  but  the  light-draft  above  this.  There 
are  now  nine  light-drafts  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Tennessee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Machette.  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture 

of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Undine. 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  4,  186Jh 

l  rCgrf  !°  mf°rra,the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine , 
having  been  destroyed  and  captured  after  a  severe  engagement  with 
m  enemy,  all  the  accounts  and  stores  belonging  to  my  department 
were  lost  excepting  the  money  ($2,200),  which  I  succeeded  in  saving 
when  I  made  my  escape.  6 

1  would  respectfully  request  orders  to  proceed  to  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  up  my  accounts,  and  to  make  out  transfer 
accounts  for  the  officers  and  men  who  escaped,  from  last  quarter’s 
pay  rolls.  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  J  J 

Henry  C.  Machette, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  4,  1864 — %  P-  m. 
Undine  s  signal  book  having  been  captured,  make  such  private  sig¬ 
nals  for  vessels  of  your  district  as  may  be  needed. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  4, 1864. 

Information  received  to-day  that  boat  code  signal  book  has  prob¬ 
ably  fallen  into  enemy’s  hands  at  capture  of  Undine  in  Tennessee 
River  on  October  30. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Bureau  of  Navigation ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the  loss  of  the 

signal  hook  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine. 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  3.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  4 , 1864. 
The  following  report  is  printed  for  the  information  of  command¬ 
ing  officers,  to  warn  them  of  the  propriety  of  having  the  signal  book 
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properly  fitted  for  sinking  5  of  always  taking  it  to  quaiters,  and  of 
the  necessity  for  destroying  it  when  it  can  not  be  preserved  without 
undue  risk  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  Jf,  186-b. 

Admiral  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  appears  by  the  evidence  given  on  the 
court  of  enquiry,  this  day  convened  by  your  order  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  TJndine,  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  signal  book  of 
that  vessel  has  been  captured  by  the  rebels.  As  the  numerical  value  of  the 
flags  was  noted  in  it,  I  hasten  to  inform  you,  for  your  guidance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  President  of  Court. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  McCau¬ 
ley,  U.  S.  Navy,  convening  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  capture  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Undine. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  3 ,  1861. 
Sir:  A  court  of  enquiry  is  herewith  ordered  to  convene  at  the 
naval  station,  Mound  City,"  Ill.,  on  the  4th  rnstant,  at  11  o’clock  a.  m., 
to  ascertain  and  report  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Undine ,  in  Tennessee  River,  on  or  about  the  30th  ultimo. 
The  court  will  report  its  opinion. 

The  court  will  be  composed  of  yourself  as  senior  member,  and  the 
following-named  officers:  Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 
Acting  Master  Henry  Baker,  Second  Lieutenant  Frank  L.  Church, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  who  will  act  as  judge-advocate. 

.Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  the  proceedings  of 

court  of  enquiry. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  7,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry 
just  held,  and  convened  by  me  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  and  reporting  upon  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Undine  when  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  Tennessee  River  on  the 
30th  ultimo. 
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rrJr!  fJ?m  °nf  the  court  tllat  the  officers  and 

men  ox  the  Tvdtne  did  tlieir  duty  bravely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  /Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Investigation  by  court  of  enquiry  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Uncline 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

Office  U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  November  7, 1861. 

The  court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  in  the  case 
of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S..  S.  Undine,  find  that  the  said  steam  gunboat, 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  whilst  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned 
her,  m  the  police  of  the  Tennessee  River,  was  called  upon  by  a  trans¬ 
port  to  convoy  her  below  the  railroad  bridge.  Having  accompanied 
her.  below  Sandy  Island,  the  TJ ndine  was  returning  to  her  former 
position,  when  reports  of  heavy  firing  from  below  caused  her  to 
return  as  far  as  Paris  Landing,  where  she  was  opened  on  by  rebel 
artillery  and  infantry  fire.  An  engagemnt  ensued,  which  was  ended 
by  an  injury  received  in  the  TJ  ndine"1  s  escape  pipe,  causing  her  to 
drop  down  out  of  range  of  the  batteries  to  repair  damages.  She 
then  came  to  and  the  escape  pipe  was  skillfully  repaired  by  Acting 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  W.  Morton.  She  was  then  again  opened 
on  by  a  battery  of  four  or  five  fieldpieces  crossing  their  fire  from 
different  points.  The  engagement  was  renewed,  the  Undine ,  appar¬ 
ently,  replying  to  the  enemy’s  fire  as  well  as  her  battery,  reduced  by 
the  jamming  of  a  “  blown  charge  ”  in  one  of  the  howitzers,  allowed. 
On  the  cutting  of  the  main  steam  pipe  by  a  shot  under  this  fire,  she 
was  disabled,  and  the  contest  ended  on  her  part  by  her  being  run 
aground  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  where  she  surrendered  by 
hauling  down  her  flag,  which  was  not  noticed  by  the  enemy.  The 
crew  and  officers  were  then  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  to 
save  themselves  by  taking  to  the  bush.  In  landing  several  of  the 
crew  were  shot  from  the  opposite  bank. 

The  court  enquired  particularly  into  the  details  of  the  disability 
of  the  steam  apparatus  on  board  the  Undine  at  the  time  she  was 
grounded  and  deserted.,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  was  of  a  sufficiently 
serious  character  and  irreparable  within  a  limited  space  of  time  to 
avoid  an  attack  in  force  by  the  enemy,  who  had  the  means  to  cross 
over  afforded  by  two  transports  captured  by  them  during  the  action. 

The  order  for  her  destruction  by  fire  was  given  by  the  commanding 
officer  and  obeyed,  though  apparently  ineffectually,  the  vessel’s  posi¬ 
tion  and  apprehension  of  capture  preventing  that  attention  being 
given  necessary  to  avoid  its  being  extinguished  by  the  enemy  so  near 
at  hand. 

The  capture  of  the  signal  book  by  the  enemy  must  be  attributed 
to  a  want  of  a  proper  estimate  of  its  value  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
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manding  officer ;  otherwise  to  his  not  having  made  such  arrangements 
beforehand  customary  to  meet  such  emergencies. 

Having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  court 
respectfully  submit  their  opinion  to  the  rear-admiral  commanding 
that  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine,  Acting  Master 
J.  L.  Bryant  exhibited  the  bravery  and  judgment  in  battle  character¬ 
istic  of  a  naval  officer,  as  was  also  exemplified  by  his  conduct  in  case 
of  the  Undine  at  Clifton  on  the  27th  of  July  last;  that  his  vessel  was 
well  fought,  and  was  surrendered  under  circumstances  which  did  him 
no  discredit;  that  the  officers  and  crew  did  their  duty  and  maintained 
a  creditable  discipline  throughout  ;  and  that  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Undine  was  occasioned  by  the  attack  of  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
wherein  she  was  disabled  whilst  bravely  fighting  her  guns,  then 
justifiably  abandoned  to  save  the  officers  and  crew  from  certain 
captivity. 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  President  of  the  Court. 

Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant- C  ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Henry  Baker, 

Acting  Master ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

F.  L.  Church, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps , 

and  -Judge- Advocate  of  Court. 


Evidence  of  Acting  Master  J.  L.  Bryant,  U.  8.  Nary,  late  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

Undine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  October  I  weighed  anchor  at  the 
request  of  the  captain  of  the  transport  Anna  to  convoy  her  below  the 
railroad  bridge  on  the  Tennessee  River,  which  I  did.  I  proceeded 
then  down  below  Sandy  Island.  I  saw  her  safely  below  Sandy 
Island.  No  firing  was  heard  at  that  time,  when  I  gave  orders  to  head 
the  ship  upstream  and  proceed  back  toward  Johnsonville.  When  I 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  Sandy  Island  heard  the  reports  of  artillery 
down  the  river.  I  immediately  cleared  the  ship  for  action  and  gave 
orders  to  turn  her  down  the  stream  to  ascertain  where  the  rebel  bat¬ 
teries  were  and  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy  when  I  found  them. 

When  abreast  of  Paris  Landing  I  was  hailed  by  a  man  on  the  bank, 
“  Halloo,  there,  gunboat,”  or  some  such  words.  I  immediately 
stopped  my  engines.  At  that  instant  was  opened  on  from  the  west 
bank  by  a  heavy  artillery  and  infantry  fire  about  50  yards  from  shore. 
I  returned  their  fire  immediately  and  headed  the  ship  for  the  bat¬ 
teries  and  fought  them  for  55  minutes  up  to  700  yards  distance,  where 
I  had  my  escape  pipe  shot  off.  A  shot  passed  in  through  my  furnaces 
and  knocked  the  fire  out.  Four  shots  through  my  casemates  (for¬ 
ward),  killing  Acting  Ensign  Neave  and  Johnson  (landsman), 
wounding  Henry  Deslion  and  Sherwin — both  since  dead.  I  then  got 
out  of  range  of  the  upper  battery,  under  the  west  point  of  the  river, 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  November  1, 186J/. — 2  p.  m. 

General  Donaldson  has  just  reported  to  me  the  capture  of  gunboat 
55  [  U ndine\  and  transports  Venus  and  Cheeseman ,  near  Paris  Land¬ 
ing,  40  miles  below  Johnsonville1  and  about  4  miles  above  Fort 
Heiman.  The  force  was  Forrest’s,  and  Colonel  (General)  Donaldson 
reports  two  other  transports  captured  and  burned  about  40  miles 
above  Paducah. 

George  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  IIalleck, 

W  ashing  ton. 

[Same  to  General  Sherman.] 


Extracts  from  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Donaldson,  TL  S.  Army,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Cumberland. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  1 ,  186V 

General:  The  following  copies  of  telegrams  just  received  are  fur¬ 
nished  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  commanding: 

Johnsonville,  October  31,  1864. 

The  new  boat  Mazeppa,  with  700  tons  of  freight  from  Cincinnati,  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  burned  at  Fort  Heiman,  2  miles  this  way  from  Fort  Henry,  on 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  on  Friday.  The  Naugatuck  and  Alice  -were  captured 
at  Widow  Reynolds’  Bar,  40  miles  this  way  from  Paducah,  on  Saturday.  Gun¬ 
boat  55  [Undine],  with  transports  Venus  and  Cheeseman,  were  captured  yester¬ 
day  without  being  disabled  near  Paris  Landing,  40  miles  below  here  and  4 
miles  this  way  from  Fort  Heiman.  Our  information  is  reliable  that  Forrest 
intends  to  attack  this  place  with  from  8,000  to  10,000  men  within  the  next 
three  or  four  days.  Our  employes  will  he  ready  and  do  good  service. 

Henry  Howland, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Brigadier-General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


*  *  *  *  #  *  * 

Johnsonville,  October  31,  1864. 

Gunboat  55  [Undine],  and  two  transports,  were  captured  without  being  dis¬ 
abled,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  in  the  river.  Colonel  Brott,  at 
Fort  Donelson,  telegraphs  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weaver,  commanding  at 
Pine  Bluff,  has  abandoned  the  post.  The  pilot  of  the  55  has  just  reached  here 
by  land. 

Henry  Howland, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Clarksville,  November  1,  1864. 

Steamer  Dave  Hughes,  with  barge  loaded  with  Government  stores,  was 
burned  yesterday  afternoon  15  miles  above  this  post  by  guerrillas. 

I.  P.  Williams, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Lieutenant  S.  H.  Stevens, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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[Endorsement.] 


The  Dave  Hughes  was  a  light-draft  boat,  valued  at  $5,000  to  $7,000,  and  was 
chartered  by  me  some  time  since. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stevens. 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster . 

Very  respectfully, 


D  ,  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Brevet  Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  Q.  M .,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Brigadier-General  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Meredith,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Undine  and  attack  upon  transport  Venus. 


Paducah,  Ky.,  November  1,  186 f. 
Captain :  I  have  just  received  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch 
from  the  officer  commanding  at  Smithland,  Ky.  : 

Gunboat  Undine,  No.  55,  engaged  the  batteries  at  Paris  Landing  Sunday  at 
10  o’clock;  captured  at  4  p.  m.  and  reported  sunk.  Lyon  in  command  of  the 
enemy’s  forces — 4,000  men  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  6  and  12  pounder  rifled 
guns;  Forrest  at  Heiman,  with  8,000  men,  five  12-pounders,  and  eighteen  siege 
guns.  The  transport  Venus,  Lieutenant  Gibson  and  party  of  recruits  belonging 
to  the  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  board,  were  fired  into  by  mus¬ 
ketry  above  Paris  Landing.  Lieutenant  Gibson  returned  the  fire,  and  had  a 
running  fight  until  opposite  the  landing,  when  they  were  fired  into  by  batteries. 
The  captain  of  the  Venus  and  2  men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
were  killed.  The  boat  was  captured  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  officer  and 
balance  of  the  men  also. 


Captain  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

As  sis  tant  A  d jut  ant-  General. 


S.  Meredith, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  3, 1861 — 9  p.  m. 

I  do  not  know  what  boats  you  have  up  the  Tennessee  now,  but 
hear  that  No.  55  \Undine ]  has  been  captured  by  Forrest.  I  trust 
you  will  keep  that  river  well  patrolled,  increasing  the  capacity  of 
the  boats  according  to  the  draft  of  water.  If  the  present  rains  con¬ 
tinue,  one  or  two  ironclads  would  do  most  important  service.  In  a 
few  days  I  will  be  off  for  salt  water,  and  hope  to  meet  my  old  friend 
D.  D.  Porter  again.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  write  Hill  and  tell 
him  to  look  out  for  me  about  Christmas  from  Hilton  Head  to  Sa¬ 
vannah. 

During  my  absence  please  confer  freely  with  Major-General 
Thomas,  who  commands  m  my  stead. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

M  ajor-  General. 

Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Mound  City. 
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[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  1 , 1864- — 6  p.  m. 
Your  telegram  received.  Will  send  all  the  gunboats  up  the  Tennes¬ 
see  River  that  can  possibly  be  spared. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  1,  [186 N\ — 8  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  to  Captain  Pennock  is  received,  an¬ 
nouncing  your  prompt  action  in  sending  up  three  gunboats  and  call¬ 
ing  on  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  for  other  gunboats,  with  which 
you  will  go  up  and  operate  against  the  blockade  of  the»Tennessee. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  Ky.,  November  1 ,  1864 • 
Three  gunboats  have  gone  up  the  Tennessee  to-day,  and  if  Captain 
Fitch  sends  me  more  gunboats  I  will  send  them  up  also. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

C  ommanding. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Smithland,  Ivy.,  November  2, 1864. 
Your  dispatch  just  received.  I  will  reinforce  Captain  Shirk  at 
once  with  four  boats,  all  I  have  just  now.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  we  can  reopen  the  Tennessee. 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  2, 1864- — 11  a.  m. 
Your  communication  of  yesterday  and  dispatch  of  to-day  just  re¬ 
ceived.  Do  what  is  practicable  in  the  premises. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 
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Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  November  2,  1864 
Acitmg  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M.  King,  with  gunboats  29 
[Tawah]  and  32  [Key  West],  proceeded  down  the  river  this  p.  m., 
and  6  miles  below  met  the  55  [ Undine ]  and  transport  Venus  coming 

i  aiKi  aft?r  th^ty  mmutes’  fight  the  Venus  was  disabled 

and  fell  into  our  hands.  She  is  now  at  our  levee.  We  captured  on 

for  them^^  ^°Un(^er  ^  arro^s’  w^h  over  200  rounds  of  ammunition 

H.  Howland, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Morton,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting-  complaint  of  Colonel 
Lowe,  C.  S.  Army,  of  violation  of  flag  of  truce,  November  5,  1864. 

#  U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas, 
Bridgeport ,  Ala.,  February  9,  1865. 
a  Enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Lowe,  C.  S.  Army,  just  reached 
me.  The  facts  in  the  case  are  as  follows :  I  was  not  at  anchor,  but 
on  my  way  up  river  to  look  after  a  rebel  force,  said  to  have  been 
attempting  to  cross  the  river.  As  I  came  in  sight  opposite  Whites- 
burg  Landing,  we  saw  a  cavalry  column  in  a  corn  field  in  rear  of 
landing.  I  trained  guns  on  them.  At  this  time  saw  the  flag  of  truce ; 
sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  to  ascertain  what  was  wanted.  He  found 
six  or  seven  men  on  the  bank,  armed  (or  some  of  them  were),  who 
answered  they  wanted  nothing  of  the  gunboats.  He  then  asked  what 
cavalry  those  were  in  the  rear,  which  they  denied  having  seen.  I  fired 
three  shots  at  the  cavalry,  not  at  the  flag,  nor  have  1  ever  fired  on 
houses  or  citizens’  dwellings,  but  ever  endeavored  to  treat  all  with 
kindness  when  not  in  arms  against  us.  I  respect  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  ever  shall  conduct  my  vessel  in  such  humane  manner  as  to  defy 
the  accusations  of  our  enemies  that  we  are  dishonorable.  I  regret 
what  has  occurred  and  hope  above  explanation  will  be  satisfactory. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Morton. 

Lieutenant  M.  Forrest, 

Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

s  [Endorsement.] 

This  will  certify  I  was  sent  on  shore  November  5,  1864,  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  purpose  of  a  flag  of  truce  at  Whitesburg  Landing,  and  the 
above  statement  of  Captain  Morton  is  correct.  I  saw  the  cavalry 
before  I  went  in  the  boat;  was  officer  of  the  deck.  Orders  from 
Captain  Morton  were  to  fire  on  the  cavalry. 

Respectfully, 

A.  C.  Orctjtt, 

Acting  Master's  Mate . 
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[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

South  Bank  of  Tennessee  River ,  November  18,  186/,. 

General:  Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  the  late  violation  of  a  flag  of  truce  by  the  U.  b.  b. 
Thomas,  on  the  Tennessee  River.  On  the  5th  instant  I  ordered  Cap¬ 
tain  Hale,  of  my  command,  with  2  soldiers,  and  in  company  with  2 
citizens,  to  repair  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  hold  communica¬ 
tion  by  flag  of  truce  with  the  Federal  officer  at  Whitesburg.  My 
flag  was  at  once  answered  by  that  officer.  A  preliminary  .conference 
was  being  held  across  the  river,  a  white  flag  on  either  bank  when 
the  steamer  Thomas,  lying  out  in  the  river,  sent  a  boat  to  this  side, 
with  a  flag  of  truce  in  her  bow,  to  know  “  what  was  wanted.”  Cap¬ 
tain  Hale  replied  that  he  was  holding  a  truce  with  the  land  forces 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  in  accordance  with  a  previous  agree¬ 
ment  to  that  effect.  After  a  moment  of  idle  conversation  the  naval 
officer,  whose  name  and  rank  are  unknown  to  me,  turned  his  boat 
from  the  bank,  saying  to  Captain  Hale,  “  I  advise  you  to  leave  here 
at  once.”  To  which  reply  was  given,  “  I  am  under  flag  of  truce  and 
requested  by  the  other  side  to  remain  here  until  my  mission  is  ac¬ 
complished.”  The  boat  pulled  away  from  the  bank,  making  signal 
to  the  steamer  Thomas,  which  opened  fire  with  artillery  at  short 
range  upon  my  flag  of  truce,  ending  the  truce — begun  in  good 
faith— with  violence  and  treachery.  This  outrage  upon  an  unpro¬ 
tected  flag,  though  in  character  with  the  previous  conduct  of  the 
U.  S.  gunboats  on  the  upper  Tennessee  in  shelling  the  private  resi¬ 
dences  and  negro  quarters  of  citizens  occupied  by  women  and 
children  without  provocation  or  warning,  is  in  this  instance  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  insulting  to  both  Governments ;  for,  while  the  officer 
commanding  the  steamer  Thomas  was  insulting  my  flag  of  truce,  he 
had  himself  claimed  the  protection  of  a  similar  flag  over  his  boat, 
which  floated  during  the  firing.  Had  I  anticipated  bad  faith  and 
allowed  my  men  to  wear  arms,  this  boat  would  have  been  in  easy 
range  of  my  guns;  but  I  had  trusted  to  the  sanctity  of  the  white 
flag,  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  Had  that  flag 
been  protected  by  aught  save  the  supposititious  honor  of  the  public 
foe,  the  quick  retaliation  of  the  moment  would  have  left  me  nothing 
to  regret;  but,  as  it  was,  I  am  compelled  for  the  present  to  demand 
simply  the  name  and  rank  of  the  officer  perpetrating  this  outrage, 
with  such  apology  or  explanation  as  you  may  be  able  to  offer. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully, 

Vm.  M.  Lowe, 

Colonel,  etc.,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Granger. 


[First  endorsement.] 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal  General, 

District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Huntsville,  November  19,  186/,. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  M.  Forrest,  commanding 
Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron,  with  request  that  the  al- 
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leged  facts  be  investigated,  and,  if  true,  that  a  suitable  explanation 
or  apology  be  made  to  Colonel  Lowe. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Granger : 

J ohn  W.  Horner, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  18th  Mich.  Vols .,  Provost-M arshal, 

Dist.  of  Northern  Alabama. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

Referred  to  Captain  G.  Morton,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General 
Thomas ,  to  be  returned  with  a  written  statement  in  reply. 

Moreau  Forrest, 

Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Third  endorsement.] 

Flagship  Burnside,  February  10 ,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  General  Granger. 

As  Colonel  Lowe,  C.  S.  Army,  has  made  one  false  statement  in. 
regard  to  the  gunboats  firing  on  houses  occupied  by  females,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  whole  letter  is  in  consonance  with  that  state¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  false. 

Moreau  Forrest, 

Commanding  Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Extract  from  log  of  U.  S.  S.  General  Thomas,  Acting  Master  Gilbert  Morton,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding. 

Saturday ,  November  5 ,  186b. — At  2  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off 
Whitesburg.  Flag  of  truce  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  communi¬ 
cating  with  our  forces.  3  p.  m.,  tired  four  shots  at  some  rebel  cav¬ 
alry  passing  through  the  woods  during  the  communication  of  the 
flag  of  truce. 

A.  C.  Orcutt. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  loss  of  U.  S. 
steamers  Key  West,  Tawah,  and  Elfin,  November  4,  1864,  during  operations 
near  Johnsonville,  Tenn. 

No.  8.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  5,  186 A 

Sir:  The  light-draft  (tinclads)  gunboats  Tawah  (No.  29),  Key 
West  (No.  32),  and  Elfin  (No.  52)  were  burned  on  the  4th  instant 
in  the  Tennessee  River  near  Johnsonville.  After  a  severe  engage¬ 
ment  of  several  hours’  duration,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M. 
King,  commanding  Key  West ,  considering  it  impossible  to  save  the 
vessels,  ordered  them  to  be  fired. 

Previous  to  their  destruction  these  gunboats  had  burned  the  Un¬ 
dine  (captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  30th  ultimo)  and  recaptured  the 
transport  Venus.  It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  burn  the 
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Venus  and  seven  other  transports  at  the  same  time  that  the  gun¬ 
boats  were  destroyed. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  telegrams  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk. and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  King  give  all  the  particulars 
thus  far  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures — Telegram.] 

Paducah,  November  5,  186 V 

Just  received  dispatches  from  Johnsonville.  On  the  2d  instant 
the  Key  West  and  Tawah  disabled  the  Undine ,  with  rebels  on  board, 
and  captured  the  Venus  with  20-pounder  Parrott  and  200  rounds 
of  ammunition.  Yesterday  at  8  o’clock  the  Undine  was  fired.  The 
Elfin,  and  Tawah  went  down  and  engaged  battery  of  Parrotts  above 
Reynoldsburg  Island  and  found  it  too  heavy  for  them.  They  re¬ 
turned  to  Johnsonville  with  guns  of  Elfin  and  Key  West  disabled. 
At  2  p.  m.  batteries  above  and  below  Johnsonville  opened  upon  the 
gunboats.  They  went  up  opposite  the  upper  battery,  and  after  fight¬ 
ing  until  most  of  their  ammunition  was  gone  and  the  Tawah' s  Par¬ 
rotts  disabled,  and  finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  hold  out  any 
longer,  the  gunboats  T  aw  ah ,  Elfin,  and  Key  West  were  burned.  Seven 
transports  and  the  prize  Venus  were  also  burned.  Captain  King  re¬ 
ports  that  the  other  gunboats  are  below  the  batteries,  and  says  that 
Johnsonville  can  only  be  saved  by  a  large  force  of  ironclads. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  arrangements  be  made,  so  that  by  the  time 
the  river  rises  one  or  more  ironclads  may  be  ready  to  clear  it  out. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Seventh  District. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City. 


Johnsonville,  November  J,  186  f f  p.  m. 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  Undine  came  up  through  the  chute 
at  Reynoldsburg  Island,  loaded  [with]  rebels,  who  fired  her.  At  8 
a.  m.  the  Paw  Paw  and  three  other  gunboats  came  in  sight.  I  went 
down  with  Elfin  [and]  Taivah  and  engaged  a  battery  of  20-pounder 
Parrotts  above  Reynoldsburg  Island,  west  side.  It  was  too  much 
for  us.  The  Key  West  received  10  [shells]  through  upper  works,  7 
through  the  deck,  and  2  through  hull.  Guns  disabled  on  my  boat 
and  Elfin.  Shell  of  Tawah,  received  from  Nashville,  mostly  too 
large.  At  10  a.  m.  we  returned  here.  At  2  p.  m.  batteries  opened  on 
us  opposite  this  place,  above  and  below.  The  three  boats  and  forts 
engaged.  In  shipping  our  cable  it  got  foul  of  stern  wheel  and  anchor 
was  weighed.  The  Tawah  took  us  in  tow  and  we  moved  to  bend 
opposite  upper  battery.  Both  batteries  now  opened  on  us.  After 
firing  away  most  all  our  ammunition,  I  gave  orders  to  get  ready  to 
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fire  the  boats.  <  Tawahfs  starboard  bow  Parrotts  disabled  and  cases 
bent.  Seeing  it  was  impossible  to  hold  out  longer,  we  burned  the 
boats  reluctantly  I  aw  Paw  and  other  boats  are  below,  with  bat¬ 
teries  above  and,  I  think,  below  them.  My  officers  and  crew  I  have 
ordered  to  the  fort. 

Johnsonville  can  only  be  saved  by  a  large  force  and  ironclads. 
Seven  transports  and  our  prize,  Venus,  are  set  on  fire. 

Me  have  done  the  best  we  could.  With  a  heavy  heart  I  close  this 
dispatch. 

Edward  M.  King, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  C ommanding  Key  West. 

Commander  J.  W.  Shirk. 


[Endorsement.] 

This  cipher  was  badly  “  bulled  ”  in  transmission.  The  above  is 
correct,  except  some  slight  verbal  changes,  perhaps.  I  send  copy  by 
telegraph  to  Commander  Shirk,  Paducah. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Mason, 

Manager ,  Cairo. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports 
regarding  the  loss  of  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West,  Tawah,  and  Elfin. 

No.  9.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  7,  1864. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  No.  8  of  the  5th  instant,  I  enclose  (1)  copy 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch’s  report,  dated  5th  instant,  giving 
the  details  of  the  loss  of  the  Tawah,  Elfin,  and  Key  West.  Also  (2) 
copy  of  letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Shirk,  dated  5th  instant, 
enclosing  two  telegrams  of  2d  and  3d  instant  from  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  King.  The  third  telegram  therein  referred  to,  also  from 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  King,  was  forwarded  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  my  No.  8. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

XL  S.  S.  Moose, 

Tennessee  River ,  November  5,  1864.. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  in¬ 
stant,  about  10  p.  m.,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  J.  W.  Shirk,  requesting  me  to  render  him  such  assistance  as 
lay  in  my  power. 

It  was  too  dark  to  get  over  the  bars  that  night,  so  I  was  obliged  to 
remain  until  daylight,  when  I  got  underway  with  three  boats,  the 
Moose,  Brilliant,  and  Victory,  and  proceeded  to  Paducah. 

After  communicating  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  and  un¬ 
derstanding  the  nature  of  affairs,  we  thought  in  all  probability  that 
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Forrest’s  move  above  was  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  gun¬ 
boats,  and  that  in  all  probability  an  attack  on  Paducah  was  medi¬ 
tated.  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  therefore  thought  it  best  that 
he  should  remain  with  the  Peosta  at  Paducah,  in  case  of  an  attack 
there,  and  that  I  should  move  on  up  the  river  with  my  three  boats 
and  overtake  the  three  vessels,  Paw  Paw ,  Fairy ,  and  Curlew ,  under 
charge  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jason  Goudy,  who  had  been 
sent  up  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  in  advance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  I  came  up  with  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Goudy  just  below  Fort  Hindman  [Heiman] ;  he  was  at 
that  time  throwing  a  few  shells  on  the  hills  to  ascertain  if  possible  the 
locality  of  the  enemy.  I  directed  the  boats  to  be  dropped  back  and 
formed  them  to  move  up  the  river  in  regular  order,  reserving  their  fire 
for  the  batteries  should  they  open  upon  us.  The  river  here  was  deep 
and  wide  enough  to  engage  batteries  should  any  open  without  the  risk 
of  grounding.  Seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  on  up  the  river 
to  Paris  Landing,  [Tenn.],  some  3  or  4  miles  above,  where  I  learned 
that  Forrest  had  moved  up  toward  Johnsonville  with  his  entire  com¬ 
mand,  and  had  some  eighteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  He  also 
had  with  him  the  steamer  Venus  (on  which  he  had  mounted  two  rifle 
20-pounder  Parrotts)  and  the  gunboat  Undine ,  which  was  said  to  be 
in  good  running  order.  I  found  some  of  our  wounded  at  Paris 
Landing,  suffering  for  want  of  medicines,  etc.  One  of  them  I 
brought  on  board  this  vessel;  the  others  were  not  able  to  be  moved. 
I  therefore  left  with  the  surgeon  attending  them  some  medicines  and 
moved  on  up  the  river. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  Memphis  and  Clarksville  Railroad  we  came 
up  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  some  40  or  50,  foraging.  They  were 
shelled  and  soon  disappeared. 

Above  Turkey  Island,  or  rather  just  below  Green  Bottom  Bar, 
about  30  miles  above  Fort  Hindman  [Heiman],  I  came  up  to  a  large 
encampment  about  9:30  p.  m.  We  at  once  opened  fire  and  drove 
them  back,  but  I  suppose  not  entirely  away,  as  they  could  be  heard 
during  the  night. 

After  shelling  the  encampment  for  a  time,  causing  the  rebels 
to  extinguish  their  fires,  I  dropped  down  a  little  below  the  camp, 
and  to  where  there  was  no  road  by  which  they  could  bring  artillery 
on  the  bank  abreast  of  me,  and  anchored  for  the  night.  I  was  then 
about  6  miles  below  Johnsonville.  I  did  not  advance  farther,  as 
there  were  some  narrow  places  to  run  and  bad  bars  to  cross,  and  I 
knew  not  at  what  point  I  might  come  in  contact  with  their  artillery. 

Early  next  morning,  the  4th  instant,  I  got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river  to  the  foot  of  Reynoldsburg  Island,  where  I 
could  see  the  three  gunboats  above,  the  TawaK ,  Key  West ,  and  Elfin, 
under  command  or  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M.  King.  I 
moved  up  to  the  foot  of  the  chute  with  three  of  my  boats,  the  Paw 
Paw ,  Fairy ,  and  this  vessel  (they  having  the  longest  ranged  guns), 
and  opened  fire  on  a  battery  at  the  head  of  the  chute  in  hopes  of 
drawing  their  fire  to  ascertain  the  caliber  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  but 
they  would  not  respond,  and  only  moved  their  guns  around  in  a 
small  ravine  or  behind  an  embankment  to  protect  them  from  our  fire. 

When  we  opened  fire  on  this  battery  the  Key  West,  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  King,  moved  down 'toward  us,  made  his  number, 
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and,  I  suppose,  intended  to  come  down  to  communicate,  but  if  it 
was  his  intention  to  do  so  I  presume  he  was  prevented  by  a  heavv 
battery  placed  m  the  false  bend  just  above  the  point.  This  battery 
commanded  the  upper  end  of  the  chute,  and  was  protected  from  my 
hre  by  a  skirt  of  heavy  timber  on  the  point  below.  When  the  Key 
Went  approached  this  battery  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  her  (some 
thirty-odd  shots. were  fired  at  her  in  twenty  minutes),  with  what 
effect  I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  she  backed  up  and  again  went  above. 

1  then  opened,  on  this  battery,  firing  deliberately,  so  as  not  to  waste 
any  ammunition,  but  I  did  not  think  I  could  do  much  execution, 
owing  to  the  heavy  timber  intervening. 

When  I  started  up  the  chute  and  the  Key  West  started  down,  the 
enemy  set  fire  to  the  U ndine  and  abandoned  her.  I  do  not  think  the 
enemy  got  her  guns,  as  it  was  reported  that  her  guns  were  on  her 
just  before  we  opened  fire  on  them.  If  this  was  the  case,  he  had  not 
time  to  remove  any  of  them.  Soon  after  she  burned  down  her 
magazine  exploded,  and  she  lodged  in  the  false  bend  above  the 
island. 

The  Tawah  captured  the  Venus ,  with  two  20-pounder  rifles  and 
some  300  rounds  of  ammunition. 

It  was  my  intention  at  first  to  try  to  run  the  batteries  and  get 
above,  but  after  considering  everything,  and  seeing  what  little 
chance  there  was  for  any  of  my  boats  getting  through)  I  thought  it 
mere  folly  to  attempt  such  a  hazardous  move,  as  I  am  almost  con¬ 
fident  that  not  over  two  boats  out  of  six  would  have  got  through, 
and  they  could  never  have  got  back  again. 

I  send,  you  a  rough  sketch  *  of  the  river  at  this  point,  and  also 
the  position  of  the  batteries. 

You  will  see  that  in  passing  up  to  the  right  of  the  bar  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  very  narrow,  and,  to  pass  through,  the  boats  would  have  to 
go  within  50  yards  of  two  rifle  batteries,  and  the  channel  was  so 
very  narrow  that  but  one  boat  could  pass  through  at  a  time,  and, 
if  disabled,  she  would  lodge  on  the  head  of  the  bar  directly  under 
the  batteries  and  not  over  100  yards  distant.  With  one  boat  dis¬ 
abled  and  on  the  bar  none  of  the  others  could  assist  her,  as  there  was 
not  room  for  another  boat  to  pass  up  alongside  to  go  above. 

The  current  is  very  swift  and  the  water  shoal,  so  that,  in  going  » 
through,  the  vessels  would  have  to  go  very  slowly  and  one  after  the 
other,  so  that  but  one  boat  could  engage  the  two  batteries  at  a 
time,  and  in  passing  out  she  could  not  have  used  any  of  her  guns,  as 
she  would  have  been  stern-on. 

Had  there  been  a  chance  of  my  getting  through  with  the  loss  of 
only  one  or  two  boats  and  then  dislodging  the  enemy,  I  should  have 
attempted  it,  but  having  no  force  on  shore  to  cooperate  with  me  or 
to  take  advantage  of  what  I  might  gain,  I  did  not  see  what  I  could 
accomplish;  for,  even  had  I  got  through,  I  could  not  drive  them 
away  permanently,  and  when  I  would  attempt  to  come  below  again 
batteries  would  have  been  planted  to  fire  into  the  stern  of  my  boats. 
In  fact,  I  firmly  believe,  had  I  made  the  effort,  not  a  single  boat 
would  have  got  out  of  the  river. 


*  See  p.  630. 
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During  the  afternoon  other  batteries  were  moved  to  the  river 
above,  and  commenced  shelling  the  transports,  which  were  fired.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  shell  fired  them  or  they  were  set  on  fire 
by  our  forces  in  J ohnsonville.  The  three  gunboats  above  went  up 
and  engaged  these  batteries,  but  I  think  were  all  destroyed,  as  the 
firing  was  very  rapid  and  heavy  till  nearly  dark,  and  I  think  the 
gunboats  were  among  the  number  we  saw  on  fire. 

When  the  firing  opened  above  I  again  moved  up  the  chute,  think¬ 
ing  that  the  batteries  there  might  have  been  removed,  but  after  en¬ 
gaging  them  for  some  time  I  found  that  they  occupied  a  position 
from  which  I  could  not  dislodge  them,  and  that  they  were  to  all 
appearances  as  strong  as  ever. 

After  dark  firing  ceased,  and  I  found  the  enemy  closing  in  abreast 
of  me,  doubtless  with  a  view  of  planting  batteries.  I  directed  some 
of  the  boats  to  use  canister  on  them,  which  drove  them  back  from 
the  bank. 

Some  time  after  dark  I  received  information  that  Forrest  was 
moving  some  of  his  heavy  guns  to  get  below  me  and  prevent  us  get¬ 
ting  out.  As  it  had  every  appearance  of  fogging,  which  would  pre¬ 
vent  our  running,  I  determined  to  drop  below  at  once  to  where  he 
could  not  cut  us  off.  I  therefore  moved  down  to  Paris  Landing  and 
anchored  for  the  night,  as  I  did  not  see  that  I  could  do  any  good 
above,  and  was  confident  that  he  would,  owing  to  the  low  stage  of 
water,  get  a  battery  into  a  position  that  would  destroy  some  of  the 
boats  if  I  remained  above  them. 

The  Key  West ,  Tawah ,  and  Elfin  fought  desperately  and  were 
handled  in  magnificent  style,  but  it  is  impossible  for  boats  of  this 
class,  with  their  batteries,  to  contend  successfully  against  heavy  rifled 
field  batteries  in  a  narrow  river  full  of  bars  and  shoals,  no  matter 
with  what  skill  and  desperation  they  may  be  fought. 

I  will  move  up  the  river  continuously,  and  if  I  can  get  Forrest’s 
batteries  in  a  position  where  I  can  bring  our  boats  in  action  to¬ 
gether,  I  think  I  can  do  him  considerable  damage,  if  not  disable 
some  of  his  guns. 

During  the  afternoon  a  messenger  from  the  fort  came  down  to 
me  and  I  sent  up  word  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  King  to  get 
’  the  transports  and  the  gunboats  together,  and  as  a  last  resort  to 
run  the  batteries  and  get  below  to  me,  but  above  all  not  to  let  any 
of  the  transports  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  I  am  afraid  he  never 
received  the  dispatch,  as  Johnsonville  was  in  all  probability  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  enemy. 

I  do  not  think  Forrest  can  take  the  fort,  but  his  shell  or  our  forces 
have  undoubtedly  destroyed  everything. 

It  is  reported  that  Hood’s  entire  army  is  coming  in  this  direction. 
If  this  be  true,  there  will  be  required  a  heavy  boat  with  heavy  metal 
in  the  Cumberland,  as  well  as  in  this  river,  to  keep  communication 
open. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 
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[Endorsement.] 

In  forwarding  this  report  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  to  the  com- 
niandei  m  chief  that,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  of  the  class  of  vessels  in  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Districts  of  this 
squadron,  .  usually  denominated  tinclads,  Lieutenant-Commander 
-Lg  Roy  Fitch  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M.  King  (who 
commanded  the  boats  at  Johnsonville)  have  done  all  that  men  could 
do  to  defeat  the  plans  of  the  enemy,  and  to  uphold  the  honor  of  the 
flag. 

If  they  were  not  successful  it  was  not  because  they  were  not  brave, 
prudent,  and  faithful  officers,  but  because  they  were  met  by  an  over¬ 
whelming  force  of  the  enemy. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Comdg.  9th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah ,  Ky.,  November  5, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of 
three  telegrams  received  this  day  by  me  from  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  E.  M.  King,  U.  S.  Navy,  lately  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Flagship  Black  Hawk , 

Mound  City ,  III. 


[  Subenclosures — Telegrams.  ] 


No.  1.]  Johnsonville,  November  1864 — 6:30  p.  m. 

At  3:30  to-day  we  fell  in  with  Undine  and  the  transport  Venus 
near  Green  Bottom  Bar,  on  their  way  to  this  place  with  rebel  troops. 
Both  boats  had.  20-pounder  Parrotts.  We  disabled  the  Venus  and 
captured  her,  with  her  Parrott  guns  intact,  and  200  rounds  of  am¬ 
munition.  TJndine  got  away  with  shot  through  her.  Weather  so 
misty  and  dark,  did  not  follow  her.  There  are  batteries  probably 
near  Green  Bottom.  All  anxious  about  this  place.  Please  send  up 
more  gunboats  at  once.  Venus  is  now  here;  good  prize.  We  feel 
sore  about  escape  of  Undine ,  but  did  not  like  to  leave  this  place 
uncovered.  She  went  down  river  faster  than  ever  before.  We  won’t 
allow  this  place  to  fall  into  enemy’s  hands,  if  our  force  can  prevent, 
but  please  send  up  more  gunboats.  We  were  fired  upon  by  volleys  on 
our  return  at  head  of  Reynoldsburg  Island.  The  enemy  have  a 
large  force  about  here.  Rebels  on  board  Venus  escaped. 

E.  M.  King, 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  J.  W.  Shirk. 
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No.  2.]  Johnsonville,  November  3dy  1861).. 

Yours  of  to-day  received.  Battery  of  10-pounders  reported  below 
Reynoldsburg  Island,  west  side.  Undine  in  sight  below  the  island. 
Have  been  down  to  her  twice.  She  endeavors  to  decoy  us  below. 
Sharpshooters  fired  at  us  by  volleys  at  head  of  island,  west  side. 
Undine  full  of  troops;  will  try  to  board  us  to-night,  I  think.  Tawah 
is  moved  head  downstream,  so  as  to  command  channel  with  her  30- 
pounders.  Commanding  officer  sends  his  respects.  We  will  do  all 
in  our  power.  Send  large  fleet  of  gunboats  at  once,  if  possible. 
Rebels  are  concentrating  about  here  in  force. 

E.  M.  King, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  Tenn., 
November  6 ,  1861) — 9  p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  [of  5th]  of  10  a.  m.  [from  Cairo]  to-day  just  re¬ 
ceived.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  promised  cooperation.  I 
have  sent  a  small  force  to  Johnson ville,  which,  having  fortified  itself, 
now  feels  confident  of  its  ability  to  hold  that  place.  I  have  not  yet 
learned  the  result  of  Commander  Shirk’s  expedition  up  the  Tennessee 
to  reopen  its  navigation.  The  garrison  at  Johnson  ville  reported  that 
they  could  see  his  steamers,  but  were  unable  to  communicate  with  him. 
I  shall  be  very  happy  if  you  can  aid  me  with  some  ironclads  when 
the  river  gets  high  enough.  I  think  we  shall  then  be  able  to  clear 
the  enemy  entirely  out  of  west  Tennessee. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  U .  S.  Volunteers. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  7, 1861) — 8  p.  m. 

Push  up  the  Tennessee  with  the  Peosta  to  the  relief  of  Johnsonville 
the  moment  the  river,  now  rising,  will  allow,  and  send  down  a  gun¬ 
boat  for  Paducah,  unless  you  have  positive  information  which  would 
make  your  leaving  Paducah  very  improper. 

Newspaper  to-night  contains  telegram  from  Nashville,  November  5, 
reporting  5  feet  water  on  the  shoals  and  river  rising.  Telegraph 
Captain  Pennock  for  necessary  ammunition.  I  will  come  up  in  the 
Cincinnati  as  soon  as  possible. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Paducah ,  Ivy. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk, 
Taw’ah^  an^Elfin  d  UStS  °f  CtC'’  SaVed  fr°m  U'  S‘  steamers  KeF  West, 


Mound  City,  November  8 ,  1864. 
Sir  :  1  ou  will  cause  to  be  forwarded  as  early  as  practicable  lists 
of  the  arms  and  other  public  property  saved  from  the  Undine ,  Tawah, 

ley  It  est ,  and  Elfin ,  as  directed  in  the  enclosed  general  order  at 
this  date. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  IP.  Ijee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant- Commanding  J.  W".  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  Distilct,  Paducah ,  Ivy. 


[Enclosure.] 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

-N°-  8.  /  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  111.,  November  8,  186 f. 
When  a  public  vessel  is  lost,  her  commanding  officer  will  have 
triplicate  lists  made  of  the  arms  saved,  and  send  one  to  the  ordnance 
officci  at  the  naval  station,  Mound  City,  one  to  me,  and  one  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington. 

Observe  the  same  course  as  to  all  other  articles  of  public  property 
saved,  except  that  one  of  the  lists  should  be  sent  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  at  Mound  City,  and  one  to  the  chief  of  the 
proper  bureau  at  Washington. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Hale,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Tawah,  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel. 

National  Hotel, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  November  8 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  Being  compelled  by  lameness  and  extreme  prostration,  caused 
by  recent  fatigue  and  30  miles  walking,  to  remain  here  lor  rest 
and  recuperation  a  few  days,  I  would  very  respectfully  refer  to  the 
annexed  copy  of  a  telegram  to  you  of  this  date. 

After  fighting  the  enemy’s  three  batteries  (of  20-pounder  Par¬ 
rott’s)  for  thirty  minutes  our  ammunition  gave  out  and  the  vessel 
was  ordered  to  be  burned  immediately,  at  which  moment  she  was 
rapidly  settling  in  the  water,  having  received  three  shots  in  her 
hull  and  the  siphon  pump  would  not  keep  her  free ;  these  shots  were 
in  her  bows  and  near  the  magazines.  There  was  neither  time  nor 
opportunity  to  save  anything  in  my  department.  The  ward  room 
and  cabin  were  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  direct  and  enfilading  fire 
from  the  enemy. 

Having  at  the  East  duplicates  of  my  transactions  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  quarter  they  will  be  available  to  me  in  settling  my 
accounts,  and  I  would  very  respectfully  renew  my  application  in  the 
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telegram  to  be  ordered  to  Washington  to  settle  my  accounts.  I  lost 
all  my  private  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ,  TJ .  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[  Enclosure — Telegram.  ] 

Louisville,  Ivy.,  November  8,  1864- 

Sir:  The  Taivah ,  Government  property,  and  accounts  burned 
November  4.  Having  important  facts  to  communicate  personally 
relative  to  ironclads,  I  respectfully  ask  fpr  orders  to  Washington  to 
settle  accounts.  Narrowly  escaped  capture.  Reached  here,  after 
much  suffering,  nearly  out  of  money. 

D.  W.  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ,  U.  S.  N avy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

[Endorsements.] 

I. 

Without  regard  to  ironclads,  I  recommend  that  Mr.  Hale  be 
ordered  to  Washington  to  settle  his  accounts. 

H.  B. 


II. 


Is  it  usual  to  order  or  to  permit  an  officer  to  come  on  to  settle 
accounts  ? 


F. 


III. 


The  pay  officers  of  lost  vessels  have  latterly  been  ordered  to  Wash¬ 


ington  to  settle  accounts. 


E.  M., 

For  Chief. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of 
the  accounts  of  vessels  lost  October  30  and  November  4,  1864. 

General  Order,  1  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  18.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  21, 1864. 

1.  The  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Undine, 
captured  October  30,  1864,  and  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West, 
Tawah ,  and  Elfin,  destroyed  November  4,  1864,  will  be  taken  up  by 
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the  paymaster  of  the  receiving  ship  Great  Western  from  the  day 
subsequent  to  the  loss  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  belonged.  7 

.^.2?  paymasters  of  these  vessels  will  make  up  and  transfer  the 
Western  f  tieS6  ofilCerS  and  men  to  the  paymaster  of  the  Great 

3.  The  fleet  paymaster  will  see  that  this  order  is  observed  in  these 
and  m  similar  future  cases,  and  that  the  necessary  returns  are  made 
or  all  missing  persons. 

S.  J?  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  Tenn., 

November  Jh  186 ^ — 10:30  p.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.,  5th.) 

Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson,  commanding  at  Johnsonville,  telegraphs 
tins  p  m  that  three  gunboats  were  disabled  at  Johnsonville  to-day 
and  abandoned  and  destroyed  by  fire  by  rebel  batteries  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  that  rebel  batteries  opposite  the 
town  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  engaging  the  batteries  at 
that  place.  He  also  reports  that  the  gunboats  and  transports  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  enemy  a  few  days  since  were  all  destroyed.  In  addition 
to  the  above,  I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  *  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  E.  M.  King  to  Commander  Shirk,  Paducah: 

After  reading  this  dispatch  I  have  determined  to  send  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  to  J ohnsonville.  It  is  now  on  the  way  here  for  Pulaski. 
The  first  trains  will  reach  town  to-night  and  will  be  at  once  sent  for¬ 
ward.  I  have  telegraphed  Colonel  Thompson,  who  has  a  force  of 
nearly  4,000  men,  that  he  must  not  think  of  abandoning  the  place, 
and  that  reinforcements  wiil  reach  him  by  to-morrow  night.  I  do 
not  see  how  the  enemy  can  cross  the  river  to  attack  the  fort  and 
therefore  feel  sure  that  I  can  get  Schofield’s  corps  there  in  time. 
General  Croxton  reports  from  Shoal  Creek  bridge  at  7 : 30  p.  m.  yes¬ 
terday  that  the  enemy  was  repulsed  in  their  attempt  to  cross  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  at  Blue  Water,  halfway  between  Florence  and  Elk 
River;  that  the  force  at  Florence  remains  the  same  and  in  the  same 
position  as  last  reported  by  him.  General  Granger  reports  from 
Decatur,  10 : 05  a.  m.  to-day,  that  he  sent  scouts  out  on  the  Moulton 
and  Court! and  roads  last  night ;  that  the  party  on  the  Moulton  road 
saw  no  enemy  and  was  informed  by  citizens  that  no  enemy  had 
passed  that  road  since  October  31.  The  party  on  the  Courtland  road 
drove  back  some  Texas  cavalry,  which  they  ascertained  to  be  part  of 
the  Texas  Legion,  of  which  three  regiments  are  encamped  between 
Decatur  and  Courtland.  Citizens  report  to  them  that  they  were  told 
by  the  soldiers  and  others,  who  came  up  from  Tuscumbia,  that  the 
main  part  of  Beauregard’s  army  had  gone  to  Corinth.  He  put  one 
corps  across  the  river  at  Florence  and  commenced  fortifying,  but  he 
had  moved  on  himself  and  had  also  withdrawn  a  part  of  that  force. 


*  See  p.  615. 
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The  above  statements  are  corroborated  by  citizens  living  on  the  Moul¬ 
ton  road,  who  say  that  this  is  the  general  impression  in  that  section. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Same  to  Major-General  Sherman.] 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  Tenn., 
November  V  186 j — 8 : 30  p.  m. 

Nothing  definite  concerning  the  movement  of  Hood’s  main  body. 
General  Thomas  is  concentrating  Schofield’s,  Stanley’s,  Steedman’s, 
and  Rousseau’s  commands  near  Pulaski  without  interruption.  A 
strong  force  is  repairing  the  part  of  the  road  destroyed  by  Forrest  a 
month  since.  Forrest  has  guns  in  battery  2  miles  below  Johnson- 
ville,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  and  to-day  repulsed  five  gun¬ 
boats  which  attacked  him,  and  compelled  them  to  fall  back  down  the 
river.  At  the  same  time  he  engaged  gunboats  and  land  batteries  at 
the  town  and  compelled  the  destroying  of  three  gunboats  and  two 
transports  and  the  withdrawing  of  cars  and  engines  beyond  the  range 
of  their  guns.  This  was  the  condition  at  dark. 

J.  C.  Van  Duzer. 

Major  Eckert. 


Report  of  Captain  Howland,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  at  Johnsonville, 
Tenn.,  October  30  to  November  5,  1864. 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster  of  Depot, 

Johnsonville ,  Tenn., - ,  186V 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  late  attack  upon 
this  place  by  the  rebel  forces  under  command  of  General  Forrest, 
together  with  “  the  object  and  necessity  for  burning  the  barges  and 
transports  ”  at  our  levee :  The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  the  presence 
of  rebels  on  the  river  was  by  telegram  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  R. 
Weaver,  commanding  post  at  Pine  Bluff,  on  Sunday  morning,  Oc¬ 
tober  30,  informing  me  that  the  transport  Mazeppa ,  from  Cincin¬ 
nati,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  700  tons  (principally  clothing),  was 
captured  and  burned  by  the  rebels  on  Friday,  October  28,  at  Fort 
Heiman,  2  miles  above  Fort  Henry,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  Later  in  the  day  I  received  another  telegram  from  same 
source,  informing  me  of  rebel  batteries  at  Fort  Heiman  and  also 
at  Paris  Landing,  4  miles  this  side;  that  the  gunboat  Undine  (55), 
with  the  transports  Cheeseman  and  Venus,  were  between  the  two  bat¬ 
teries,  and  that  they  needed  assistance.  I  immediately  reported  to 
Lieutenant  Williams,  of  gunboat  Tawah  (29),  who  proceeded  at  once 
down  the  river  and  engaged  battery  at  Paris  Landing,  but  was  com- 
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pelled  to  return  without  reaching  the  besieged  boats.  On  Monday 
rnorni ng,  the?  3  1st,  I  received  another  telegram  that  after  six  hours’ 

g  t  the  Undine  was  abandoned  and,  with  the  transports  Cheeseman 
and  Venus,  had  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  I  also  received  the 
same  day  positive  and  reliable  information  that  Forrest  intended 
attacking  this  place  on  the  following  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  all 
of  which  was  telegraphed  to  yourself.  I  should  here  remark  that  at 
this  time  we  had  nothing  worthy  the  name  of  fortifications,  only  one 
small  block-house  and  a  little  earthwork  thrown  up  on  two  hills  over¬ 
looking  the  town  and  river,  where  were  mounted  the  six  10-pounder 
“™tts  of  tlle  First  Kansas  Battery,  the  only  guns  then  here.  In 
addition  to  above  we  had  about  700  men  of  the  Forty-Third  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Infantry  (a  new  regiment  that  had  never  been  under  fire)  :  also 
one  company  of  the  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  which,  with 
some  20  mounted  men  from  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  Cavalry 
comprised  our  whole  military  force.  Gunboats  Key  West  (32)  and 
Elfin  (52),  under  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M. 
King,  also  reached  here  from  above.  The  same  morning  Colonel 
C.  R.  Thompson,  of  the  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  troops  on  the  Nashville  and  Northeastern  road,  immediately 
ordered  here  all  the  men  that  could  be  spared  from  the  different 
points  along  the  line  of  the  road,  thus  increasing  our  force  by  the 
addition  of  about  500  men  from  the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  One 
Hundredth  Regiments  of  the  U.  S.  Colored  Infantrv.  During  this 
and  the  few  following  days  I  also  placed  all  employees  that  could 
possibly  be  spared  from  other  work  to  assist  in  constructing  forti¬ 
fications  about  the  place. 

On  Wednesday,  November  2,  it  having  become  evident  that  an 
attack  upon  us  was  near  at  hand,  Lieutenant  Commanding  King, 
with  gunboats  32  and  29,  started  at  about  3  p.  m.  on  a  river  recon- 
noissance  below  this  point.  When  some  5  miles  below,  in  roundino- 
a  point  in  the  river,  he  came  upon  the  gunboat  Undine  (captured 
from  us  on  the  30th  instant)  and  the  transport  Venus ,  carrying  two 
20-pounder  rifled  Parrots,  and  both  boats  loaded  with  troops,  steam¬ 
ing  up  the  river  for  this  place.  Lieutenant  Commanding  King  at 
once  opened  fire  upon  the  boats,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement  of 
some  twenty  minutes  the  Venus  was  disabled,  run  into  the  shore, 
and  abandoned.  The  Undine  at  once  steamed  down  the  river,  and 
owing  to  the  heavy  fog  and  mist,  together  with  the  fear  of  being 
decoyed  into  the  rebel  shore  batteries,  Lieutenant  Commanding  King- 
returned  with  his  boats  and  prize  to  this  place.  The  Venus  had  on 
board  when  captured,  in  addition  to  the  two  20-pounder  Parrotts, 
with  200  rounds  of  ammunition  for  same,  100  boxes  shoes,  2  bales 
blankets,  576  boxes  hard  breach  and  other  packages  of  quartermaster 
stores.  The  guns  were  taken  from  the  Venus  the  same  evening  and 
placed  in  battery  on  the  hill.  The  following  day,  Thursday,  the  3d 
instant,  at  about  12  m.,  the  Undine  came  in  sight  near  the  head  of  the 
island,  little  more  than  a  mile  below  here.  Our  gunboats  immedi¬ 
ately  moved  down  to  engage  her,  when  she  steamed  down  the  river 
for  the  evident  purpose  of  decoying  our  boats  into  their  shore  bat¬ 
teries.  This  was  repeated  twice,  the  rebel  sharpshooters  who  lined 
the  banks  on  each  occasion  firing  in  volleys  upon  our  gunboats.  At 
about  4  p.  m.,  I  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  King, 
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which  was  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Treat,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster,  as  per  copy  herewith  attached.  Colonel  J.  C.  Peter¬ 
son,  with  one  section  of  artillery  and  some  300  volunteers  from  the 
quartermaster’s  department  at  Nashville,  arrived  this  evening  and 
went  immediately  to  work  in  the  mud  and  rain,  throwing  up  in- 
trenchments  and  preparing  for  defense.  On  Friday  morning,  the 
4th  instant,  the  Undine  was  again  discovered  lying  at  the  opposite 
bank  near  the  head  of  the  island.  Our  gunboats  immediately  moved 
down,  shelling  the  rebel  sharpshooters  along  the  shore  as  they  ad¬ 
vanced.  When  nearly  within  range  of  the  U ndine  firing  was  heard 
below  at  the  point  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the.  island.  This  proved  to 
come  from  a  number  of  gunboats  that  had  just  arrived  from  below, 
under  command  of  Captains  Fitch  and  Goudy,  and  were  engaging  some 
rebel  batteries.  Our  three  gunboats,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  King,  continued  to  advance  upon  the  Undine,  which  had 
by  this  time  been  fired  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy  without  their  being 
able  to  remove  a  gun  from  her.  The  Key  West ,  in  advance,  ran 
into  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  within  2  miles  of  Johnsonville  and  but 
a  short  distance  above  where  the  Undine  was  lying.  She  received 
19  shots  from  20-pounder  guns,  which  passed  entirely  through 
her,  before  she  could  escape  from  this  newly  discovered  battery. 
Our  three  gunboats  at  once  returned  to  this  place,  the  Key  West  in  a 
disabled  condition.  The  firing  from  our  boats  below  continued 
heavy  until  about  11  o’clock  when  it  ceased. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Thompson  directed  that  we  arm  and  place 
in  the  intrenchments  500  of  our  citizen  employees,  which  direction 
was  immediately  complied  with  under  direction  of  Captain  J.  E. 
Montandon,  acting  assistant  quartermaster.  At  about  2  p.  m.,  the 
enemy  were  discovered  planting  batteries  directly  opposite,  also 
above  and  below,  our  warehouses  and  levee.  The  gunboats  opened 
fire  upon  them,  as  also  did  our  batteries  upon  the  hill.  After  some 
twenty  minutes’  firing  a  reply  was  received  from  all  the  rebel  bat¬ 
teries  and  for  nearly  thirty  minutes  the  cannonading  was  the  most 
terrific  I  have  ever  witnessed.  The  gunboats  fought  magnificently 
and  continued  firing  for  more  than  twenty  minutes  after  they  were 
all  disabled,  when  Lieutenant  Commanding  King  was  compelled  to 
order  them  abandoned  and  burned.  Our  position  was  now  most 
critical,  our  whole  front,  with  the  large  warehouse  and  transfer 
building,  stores,  and  transports,  uncovered  and  almost  unprotected. 
A  large  rebel  force  (as  it  has  since  been  ascertained  by  trustworthy 
and  reliable  men  who  were  captured  from  the  transports  below)  of 
13,000  men  under  Generals  Forrest,  Chalmers,  Buford,  Bell,  and 
Lyon,  with  thirty-six  pieces  of  artillery,  twenty  of  them  20-pounder 
Parrotts,  on  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  The  small  body  of  colored 
troops  with  the  Kansas  battery,  and  your  own  force  of  volunteer 
employees  under  Colonel  Peterson,  being  the  only  force  we  could  rely 
upon  to  face  the  enemy  and  defend  our  position.  It  was  at  this 
juncture — it  having  become  evident  the  rebels  would  endeavor  to 
cross  sufficient  force  under  the  cover  of  their  guns  to  obtain  posses¬ 
sion  of  our  transports,  they  already  having  in  their  possession  the 
cutter  and  gig  of  the  Undine — that  Colonel  Thompson,  upon  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  King  and  other  officers, 
directed  me  to  destroy  by  fire  all  the  transports,  which  direction  was 
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immediately  complied  with  (the  water  being  of  insufficient  depth  to 

WaTf  tfiem  )G  °T  thr  m,T  deck  ,;V  scuttling,  which  would  there- 
temporarily  disable  them).  Soon  as  the  transports  were 
bred,  the  enemy  directed  their  fire  upon  the  warehouses  and  large 
pile  of  stores  on  the  levee.  The  bursting  of  a  shell  soon  fired  the 
stores  on  the  levee ;  also,  the  intense  heat  of  the  burning  boats,  which 
had  been  driven  against  the  wharf  by  the.  strong  wind,  fired  the  stores 
m  another  place.  The  flames  spread  rapidly  and  soon  communicated 
to  the  small  transfer  building,  which,  with  its  contents,  was  speedily 
consumed.  Soon  as  I  learned  that  the.  stores  on  the  levee  had  caught 
fare,  I  directed  Captain  Montandon,  with  a  large  force  of  employees, 
to  extinguish  the  flames  if  possible,  but  owing  to  the  great  heat  and 
the  constant  fire  of  the  sharpshooters,  together  with  the  batteries, 
they  were  able  to  accomplish  but  little ;  an  occasional  shell  was  thrown 
into  town  at  intervals  during  almost  the  entire  night. 

At  about  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  rebels  again 
opened  their  batteries  upon  the  town  and  shelled  it  right  vigorously 
for  about  one  hour  as  a  farewell  salute,  when,  all  hope  of  crossing  the 
river  m  any  large  force  having  been  destroyed  by  the  destruction  of 
the  transports,  they  moved  away,  thus  terminating  the  attack  upon 
J  ohnsonville.  *  *  *  r 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Howland, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Brigadier-General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Chief  Qmr.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland ,  Nashville ,  Term. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Key  West, 

J  ohnsonville ,  Tenn.,  November  3,  186 If. 

Sir:  In  the  event  of  the  gunboats  being  attacked  to-night  and  dis¬ 
abled,  I  think  it  will  be  well  for  you  to  make  preparation  for  destroy¬ 
ing  by  fire  all  the  transports  now  here,  so  that  they  may  not  fall  into 
the  enemy  s  hands.  I  think  it  will  be  well  for  you  to  be  prepared 
beforehand.  The  gunboats  will  do  everything  possible  to  prevent 
any  surprise,  but  be  prepared. 

Very  respectfully,  .  E.  M.  King, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  Henry  Howland, 

Chief  Quartermaster . 

[Endorsement.] 


You  will  communicate  the  above  to  the  officers  of  all  boats  lying 
at  our  levee,  with  the  information  that  it  is  ascertained  that  batteries 
are  both  above  and  below  this  place  and  that  there  will  be  an  effort 
made  to  board  and  capture  our  gunboats  to-night.  You  will  not, 
however,  fire  any  transports  until  it  is  certain  they  will  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  Henry  Howland, 

Captain  and  Chief  Quartermaster , 

Lieutenant  Treat, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster, 


624  NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 

Extracts  from  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sinclair,  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

U.  S.  Army. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as  the  result 
of  my  investigation  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction 
of  a  large  amount  of  property  on  the  Tennessee  River  between  Octo¬ 
ber  28  and  November  5,  1864.  *  *  *  _ 

The  rebel  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  first  made  its  appearance  October 
28  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  at  Fort  Heiman,  2 
miles  above  Fort  Henry,  capturing  the  steamboat  Mazeppa  and  a 
barge  bound  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  with  a 
valuable  cargo  of  quartermaster’s  and  subsistence  stores.  After  hav¬ 
ing  landed  the  cargo  the  boat  and  barge  .were  burned. 

******* 

The  rebels  having  placed  batteries  in  position  on  the  river  at  F ort 
Heiman  and  Paris  Landing,  4  miles  above,  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  of  October,  the  gunboat  Undine  (55),  with  the  steamboats 
Cheeseman  and  Venus ,  empty,  bound  from  johnsonville  down  the 
river,  got  between  the  batteries.  The  gunboat  Tawah  (29),  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Williams,  commanding,  proceeded  down  the  river  from  John¬ 
sonville  and  engaged  the  batteries  at  Paris  Landing,  but  returned 
without  reaching  the  besieged  boats.-  After  six  hours  fighting  the 
Undine  was  abandoned,  and  with  the  Cheeseman  and  Venus  fell  into 
the  enemy’s  hands  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  October.  Neither  of 
these  boats  was  disabled.  The  Undine  and  Venus  were  afterwards 
used  by  the  rebels  near  Johnsonville;  it  is  supposed  they  burned 
the  Cheeseman  near  Paris  Landing.  The  captain  and  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  gunboat  Undine  made  their  escape  to  Pine  Bluff.  The 
loss  on  this  boat  was  only  2  killed  and  8  wounded.  The  crews  of  the 
Cheeseman  and  Venus  were  captured.  Captain  Howland  [U.  S. 
Army],  was  informed  of  the  capture  of  these  boats  by  telegraph 
from  Pine  Bluff  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  October. 

******* 

• 

At  3  p.  m.j  on  November  2,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  King, 
with  gunboats  32  [ Key  West ]  and  29  [ Tawah ],_  started  from 
Johnsonville  down  the  Tennessee.  When  some  5  miles  below  that 
point  he  met  the  gunboat  Undine  and  steamboat  Venus,  carrying  two 
20-pound  Parrott  guns.  These  boats  were  loaded  with  rebel  troops 
and  were  steaming  up  the  river.  Our  gunboats  opened  fire  upon  the 
rebels.  The  Venus  was  disabled,  run  into  the  shore,  and  abandoned; 
the  Undine  steamed  down  the  river.  The  gunboats  returned  with  the 
Venus  to  Johnsonville.  The  Venus  had  on  board,  when  captured, 
two  20-pounder  Parrott  guns,  with  200  rounds  of  ammunition  for 
same;  100  boxes  of  shoes,  2  bales  blankets,  576  boxes  hard  bread, 
and  a  few  other  packages.  The  quartermaster’s  and  subsistence 
stores  had  been  taken  from  the  Mazeppa.  The  guns  and  ammunition 
were  removed  from  the  boat;  the  other  property  was  destroyed  with 
the  boat. 

About  12  m.,  on  November  3,  the  Undine  came  up  the  river,  near 
the  head  of  the  island,  little  more  than  a  mile  below  Johnsonville. 
Our  gunboats  moved  down  to  engage  her,  when  she  steamed  down  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  our  boats  into  their  shore  bat- 
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teries..  This  was  repeated  twice,  the  rebel  sharpshooters  on  the  bank 
firing  in  volleys  upon  the  gunboats. 

at' tVtSTlbf0!  ^0VeSber  4  tbe  Undi™  was  discovered  lying 
at  the  head  of  the  island.  Our  gunboats  moved  down  the  river  and 

TheSdTF^f1nanSe  UP°n  her-  l!ntll1she  was  fil’ed  and  abandoned 
4  fie  11  est,  ui  advance,  ran  into  a  battery  within  2  miles  of  John- 

sonvilie  and  received  nineteen  shots  before  she  was  able  to  escape 
!  1Ye  of  °ur  gunboats  came  up  the  river  and  engaged  the  rebel  bat- 
tenes  near  the  foot  of  Reynoldsburg  Island,  about  5  miles  below 
Johnsonville,  but  were  not  able  to  get  up.  The  military  and  naval 
force  at.  Johnsonville  on  November  4  was  as  follows:  Forty-third 
Wisconsin  Volunteers,  <00  men;  detachments  of  the  Twelfth  Thir 

teenth,  and  One  hundredth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, _ men -’armed 

quartermaster  s  employees,  800  men;  detachment  of  the  Eleventh 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  20  men;  First  Kansas  Battery,  six  10-pounder 
Parrott  guns;  Company  A,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  two  12- 
poundex  JSapoleon  guns;  one  section  quartermaster’s  battery  from 
Nashville  two  12-pounder  Napoleon  guns;  two  20-pounder  Parrott 
guns  captured  on  Venus;  gunboats  Key  West  (32),  Elfin  (52)  and 
Tawalb  (29).  Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson,  of  the  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored 
infantry,  was  m  command  of  the  troops  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  King  of  the  gunboats.  On  the  hill,  near  the  river,  there  was 
an  earthwork  the  artillery  being  posted  in  and  about  this  work. 

1  art  of  the  infantry  was  posted  in  this  work  and  part  in  the  rifle 
pits  that  had  been  thrown  up  on  the  flat  north  of  the  railroad.  About 

2  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of  November  the  rebels  were  discovered  planting 
batteries  opposite,  also  above  and  below  the  warehouses  and  levee 
The  gunboats  and  land  batteries  opened  upon  them,  and  a  reply  was 
soon  received  from  all  the  rebel  batteries.  It  is  said  the  mniboats 
continued  firing  until  they  were  disabled,  when  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  King  ordered  them  to  be  abandoned  and  burned.  Fear¬ 
ing  the  rebels  would  cross  the  river  and  capture  the  steamboats 
Colonel  Thompson,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Lieutenant  King 
and  other  officers  of  the  gunboats  and  Captain  Howland,  directed 
Captain  Howland  to  destroy  by  fire  all  the  transports,  which  direc¬ 
tion  was  immediately  complied  with,  -the  fire  soon  extending  to  the 
large  pile  of  stores  on  the  levee  and  from  that  to  a  warehouse,  which 
with  its  contents,  was  burned.  After  the  boats  were  fired  the  rebels 
concentrated  their  fire  upon  the  levee  and  warehouses  to  prevent  the 
flames  from  being  extinguished.  When  the  stores  on  the  levee  caught 
fire  Captain  Howland  gave  orders  to  have  the  flames  extinguished 
but  owing  to  the  intense  heat  and  the  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  go 
where  they  would  be  shot  at,  very  little  was  done  toward  complying 
with  the  order.  The  large  new  warehouse,  with  what  little  property 
it  contained,  was  not  burned.  Six  barges  in  the  river  also  escaped. 
After  shelling  the  depot  for  a  short  time  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
of  November,  the  rebels  left  the  river.  It  is  claimed  by  Colonel 
Thompson  and  others  that  there  was  danger  of  the  steamboats  fall¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  as  they  had  the  two  small  boats  of  the 
Undine  in  their  possession  with  which  to  cross  the  river  and  seize 
them.  The  armed  force  at  Johnsonville  was  sufficient  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  any  rebel  force  from  crossing  the  river  in  two  small  boats  at 
or  near  Johnsonville.  The  firing  of  the  boats  was  premature.  They 
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could  have  been  temporarily  disabled  by  scuttling  and  removing  parts 
of  their  engines.  The  boats  were  fired  at  3  p.  m.  ;  at  the  time  the 
wind  was  blowing  on  the  levee,  whereas  if  they  had  waited  until  the 
wind  changed  the  stores  on  the  levee  and  in  the  warehouse,  where 
the  loss  was  greatest,  would  have  been  saved.  The  property  on  t  e 
steamboats  and  barges  should  have  been  landed  between  October  30 
and  November  4.  After  the  fire  a  general  system  of  theft  was  in¬ 
augurated,  stealing  clothing,  hospital  stores,  and  anything  they  could 
lay  their  hands  upon.  I  was  informed  that  some  of  the  qfficeis  o 
the  gunboats  helped  themselves  to  clothing  and  directed  their  men  to 

take  what  they  wanted.  *  *  *  ,  ,  ,  . 

Our  force  sustained  a  loss  of  8  men  killed  and  wounded  during  the 

attack.  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Sinclair, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-General. 

Colonel  James  A.  Hardie, 

Inspector-General ,  U.  S.  Anny. 


Extract  from  report  of  Captain  McConnell,  Seventy-first  Ohio  Infantry,  regarding 
operations  about  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  November  4-5,  1864. 


Headquarters  District  of  Tennessee, 

Nashville ,  Tenn.,  N  ovember  14,  1864- 

Major  :  *  *  *  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  statements  of  the 

following  officers : 

Captain  James  E.  Montandon,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  at 
Johnsonville,  reports  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  King,  commanding?  on  the  4th  instant,  called  to  see  me 
and  invited  me  to  go  down  the  river  on  the  Key  West.  I  went  with 
him.  Six  miles  below  this  place  we  came  on  the  gunboat  TJndine ,  in 
the  hands  of  the  rebels,  also  the  transport  Venus,  in  their  hands.  As 
soon  as  they  discovered  us  they  ran  around  the  point  and  disappeared. 
We  ran  down  to  the  point,  came  in  sight,  and  opened  fire  on  them, 
capturing  the  Venus  with  2  rifled  20-pounders,  and  towed  her  to 
Johnsonville,  the  Undine  escaping.  While  running  up  to  Johnson¬ 
ville  a  rebel  battery  opened  on  the  Key  West ,  putting  19  shots 
through  her  before  she  could  be  got  out  of  range.  She  was  greatly 
disabled  and  returned  to  Johnsonville.  I  arrived  here  at  about  2 
p.  m.,  and  was  put  in  command  of  550  Government  employees,  and 
directed  to  put  them  in  the  intrenchments.  Our  battery  was  firing 
over  the  left  of  the  line,  where  my  employees  were  stationed,  one  of 
the  20-pounder  guns  going  off  and  killing  twenty  mules  in  the  corral 
near  where  the  employees  were  stationed,  completely  demoralizing 
them  and  causing  them  to  stampede  immediately.  About  this  time 
the  gunboats  were  set  on  fire,  and  Captain  Howland  told  me  that  he 
had  ordered  the  transports  to  be  burned. 

******* 


Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  J.  McConnell, 

Captain ,  Seventy-first  Ohio  Vol.  Infty.. 

A.  A.  I.  G.  Dist.  of  Tenn. 


Major  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  District  of  Tennessee. 
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Wn^r0f  Rear'Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  dispatch 

Undinf  J  General  Sherman’  U-  s-  Army>  referring  to  capture  of  U.  S.  S. 

No.  11]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  7,  1864. 
g  *  e?cl°S(j  for  tl}e  information  of  the  Department  a  copy  of  a 
confidential  cipher  telegram  *  from  General  Sherman  to  Captain 
Pennock,  dated  9  p.  m.,  November  3. 

Lieutenant-C  omniander  Shirk  was  here  to-day,  and  reports  too 
little  water  m  the  Tennessee  for  the  Peosta,  a  tinclad  with  a  good 
battery,  now  at  Paducah  and  waiting  for  the  rise  in  the  river. 

It  is  now  raining  and  the  Tennessee  is  rising.  I  am  pushing  the 
repairs  of  the  ironclad  Cincinnati,  now  repairing  here  with  all 
practicable  dispatch,  and  shall  go  up  the  Tennessee  in  her  the  moment 
she  is  ready  for  service  and  the  stage  of  water  in  the  Tennessee  will 
permit. 

I  have  sent  down  the  Mississippi  to  bring  up  the  ironclad  Neosho. 

f  he  loss  of  the  services  of  the  four  monitors  sent  from  this  squad¬ 
ron  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  will  be  much  felt,  especially  as  sev- 

era{  d-16  ironcla^es  are  out  of  order.  The  turtle  ironclads  are 
still  deficient  of  their  side  armor,  which  was  removed  at  Alexandria, 
La.,  and  are  now  stationed  along  the  Mississippi,  to  prevent  the  rebel 
general  Smith  from  crossing  troops  to  the  east  side  of  the  river 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  enclosed  confidential  circular  f  from 
General  Canby,  dated  October  18,  to  prevent,  and  which  we  have  so 
far  been  able  to  do. 

I  have  organized  a  lively  patrol  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  will 
immediately  make  arrangements  to  keep  the  gunboats  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  supplied  with  ammunition  nearer  the  point  of  their 
operations  than  this  place,  on  which  they  have  heretofore  depended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  showing 
the  situation  in  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

No.  16.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  November  11,  1864 • 

Sir.:  I  transmit  enclosed  copies  of  reports  showing  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  as  follows,  viz:  1,  2,  3. 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  dated  9th  instant;  4,  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  9th  instant;  5,  from  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Shirk,  10th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington ,  D.  G. 


*  See  p.  605. 


t  See  p.  695. 
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U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 

Paducah -,  Ky .,  November  9,  1864. 

Sir:  Since  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  gunboats  Undine,  Key  West, 
Tawah,  and  Elfin,  I  have  but  the  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  remaining  m 
the  Ninth  District,  of  which  I  have  charge.  Of  these,  the  Paw  Paw 
is  in  such  bad  condition  as  to  be  utterly  worthless.  Thus  I  am  left 
with  (in  reality)  but  one  vessel. 

I  most  respectfully  request  that  you  will  assign  other  vessels  to  the 
district  as  soon  as  convenient  to  you,  as  I  am  induced.  to  believe  that 
we  will  have  plenty  of  work  to  do  in  the  Tennessee  River  during  the 

coming  winter.  . 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Tenth  District  may  not  be  deprived 
of  vessels  with  which  to  fill  up  the  wants  of  the  Ninth,  as  I  am  of  the 
impression  that  both  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers  will  re¬ 
quire  strict  and  careful  watching  for  some  months  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Ninth  District. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City ,  III. 


U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 

Paducah- ,  Ky.,  November  9, 1864 • 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitch  reports  that  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  M.  King  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  late  U.  S.  gunboats  Key  West ,  Tawah,  and 
Elfin,  left  Johnson ville  for  Nashville  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant, 
en  route  for  Mound  City. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Ninth  District. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron , 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City,  III. 


^  U.  S.  S.  Peosta, 
Paducah,  Ky.,  November  9,  1864 • 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Tenth  District 
Mississippi  Squadron,  by  which  you  will  see  that  he  has  withdrawn 
the  vessels  of  his  command  from  the  Tennessee  and  taken  them  up 
the  Cumberland  River.  This  was  rendered  necessary  by  both  these 
rivers  rising,  and  when  such  is  the  case  the  supplies  for  General 
Sherman’s  armies  go  via  the  Cumberland  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  it 
requires  all  the  vessels  in  his  district  to  keep  possession  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


629 


adI0Uirrnmhp?ialllPr0b^b-flit;y’  sent  a  portion  of  his  forces  to  block- 

river  shoXe  kept  pp“  “  “  neCeSSaIy  (»bsol“t^  »>  **  that 

S(,fe  ^1'le,to  clear  away  the  debris  of  the  wreck  at  the 
landing  m  front  of  Johnsonville,  and  until  that  is  done  and  the 

Cumberland  is  again  at  a  low  stage  of  water,  the  Tennessee  will  not 
be  required  as  a  highway  of  supplies.  ennessee  will  not 

his  rise  in  the  Cumberland  at  the  present  time  is  very  fortunate 

ihem  ilTn”  b  hgU1,b5at!  kft  “  «*  Ninth  District, bnd  one  of 
them  is  m  need  of  immediate  repairs.  It  will  not  do  to  leave  this 
place  unprotected  for  any  length  of  time. 

Since  the  late  success  of  Forrest  the  light-draft  gunboats  will  have 
lost,  m  his  sight  all  the  moral  effect  they  ever  had,  and  I  am  more 
han  e\er  persuaded  that  we  ought  to  have  one  or  two  of  the  iron- 
clads  m  each  of  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  districts. 

H  e  will  be  much  aided  in  our  work  upon  the  reporting  of  the 
6  mcmnati  and  Neosho ,  promised  us  by  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T  .  J ames  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Ninth  District. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Blank  Hawk. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

•  Tennessee  River,  November  9,  186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  dropping  down  to  Fort 
Hindman  [Heiman]  to  get  below  the  rebel  batteries,  as  stated  in 
my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I  was  employed  all  that  day  (the  5th) 

m  procuring  wood  for  the  boats,  as  nearly  all  were  about  out  of 
fuel. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  I  again  started  up  the  river,  but  it  blew 
so  hard  that  the  pilots  thought  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  run  the 
bars,  as  most  of  them  were  very  crooked  and  rocky,  and  we  ran 
great  risks  of  striking  and  sinking  some  of  the  boats.  I  was  there¬ 
fore  compelled  to  anchor  till  next  morning,  the  7th  instant. 

During  the  6th  instant,  while  at  anchor  a  little  above  Heinman 
[Heiman]  I  kept  out  pickets  on  the  hills  to  prevent  the  rebels  comino- 
m  and  planting  batteries  without  our  knowledge.  Several  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  approached  the  hills,  but  were  driven  back  by  our 
pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Ah  instant  I  got  underway  and  again 
moved  up  the  river.  About  10  or  12  miles  above  Fort  Heinman 
[Heiman]  I  got  word  that  Forrest’s  forces  had  divided  and  that  a 
portion  of  them  were  again  moving  for  Paris  Landing  [Tenn.].  I 
left  the  Paw  Paw  and  Victory  above  to  gain  more  positive  informa¬ 
tion,  and  dropped  back  with  the  remainder  of  the  boats  to  Paris 
Landing  to  prevent  a  battery  being  brought  in  at  that  place.  At  4 
p.  m.  the  Paw  Paw  and  Victory  again  joined  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  again  moved  above  with  all  the  boats 
except  the  Paw  Paw,  which  vessel  was  about  out  of  fuel.  I  therefore 
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left  her  below  Fort  Heinman  [Heiman]  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  bring¬ 
ing  in  batteries  during  our  absence. 

At  White  Oak  Island,  about  15  miles  below  Johnson ville,  I  learned 
that  the  rebels  had  planted  a  battery  of  four  guns  during  the  night 
of  the  4th  instant  to  cut  us  off.  The  channel  at  White  Oak  is  very 
narrow  and  runs  close  in  under  the  left  bank,  the  current  is  very 
swift,  and  boats  in  passing  through  this  chute  would  have  to  pass 
(either  in  going  up  or  down)  within  20  yards  of  the  enemy’s  guns 
and  directly  stern  to.  This  battery  could  have  disabled  all  our  boats, 
but  fortunately  I  had  anticipated  the  move,  hence  my  object  in  drop¬ 
ping  below  them  that  night,  as  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  5th 
instant.  At  noon  of  the  5th  the  rebels,  finding  that  we  were  below 
them,  moved  their  guns  back  to  Paris.  I  went  on  through  to  John¬ 
son  ville  without  meeting  the  enemy,  and  after  communicating  with 
the  commander  of  the  post  I  returned  to  Fort  Heinman  [Heiman] 
and  anchored  till  morning.  I  found  in  going  up  that  our  chances 
of  running  the  batteries  were  much  less  than  I  had  calculated;  the 
enemy  had  9  guns  masked  that  could  have  fired  on  a  single  boat  at 
any  time,  4  directly  ahead,  2  broadside,  and  3  directly  in  her  rear. 
The  shape  of  the  river  is  such  that  a  portion  of  the  time  not  a  single 
gun  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  any  of  them,  and  only  2 
guns  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  at  any  time.  Several  times 
we  were  abreast  and  a  little  above  their  lower  battery,  but  they  did 
not  fire ;  their  orders  were  positive  not  to  fire  a  single  shot  or  to  show 
themselves  till  all  the  boats  had  entered  the  chute  and  got  above  the 
two  lower  batteries.  Independent  of  these  batteries  the  banks  were 
literally  alive  with,  sharpshooters  in  rifle-pits,  who  would  have  picked 
off  every  man  that  had  showed  himself,  as  we  would  have  had  to 
pass  within  20  yards  of  them,  and  the  banks  were  higher  than  our 
hurricane  roofs.  After  closely  viewing  their  position,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  had  I  attempted  to  run  this  chute,  every  boat  would  have 
been  destroyed  and  not  a  single  man  would  have  escaped. 

It  is  reported  that  F orrest  is  crossing  a  heavy  force  above,  to  stop 
supplies  on  the  Cumberland.  I  therefore  thought  it  best,  as  nothing 
more  could  be  done  in  this  river  just  now  without  the  aid  of  an  iron¬ 
clad,  to  withdraw  the  boats  of  my  division  and  return  to  the  Cumber¬ 
land,  to  look  out  for  matters  there  and  protect  the  transports  against 
the  numerous  guerrillas  now  along  that  stream. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  more  perfect  sketch  of  the  position  of  the 
rebel  batteries.  In  the  other  sketch  I  did  not  get  the  bend  of  the 
river  quite  correct,  and  two  guns  were  placed  much  lower  down  the 
chute  than  I  had  at  the  time  any  idea  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding 

Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

U.  S.  Peosta, 

Paducah ,  Ky.,  November  10 ,  186. If. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Tenth 
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District  Mississippi  Squadron,  in  which  he  asks  me  to  “  tell  the  ad¬ 
miral  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  with  any  less  boats.  All 
the  ireight  is  going  up  here  now,  for  a  time  at  least,  and  to  do  all 
the  convoy  mg  and  protect  the  Ohio,  too,  with  a  less  number  of  boats, 
will  be  impossible.  Both  rivers  are  swarming  with  guerrillas,  and 
•h0  now  know  but  there  may  be  batteries  between  here  and  Nash- 
D?  bound  40  transports  at  Smithland,  awaiting  convoy 
for  Nashville,  with  army  supplies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Ninth  District. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City ,  November  10,  186 4 — 9  p.  m. 

lour  telegram  of  7th  just  received.  I  learn  this  afternoon  that 
Fitch’s  light  division  did  not  go  above  Johnsonville,  [Tenn.],  but 
returned  to  Smithland  to  convoy  40  army  transports  to  Nashville. 

Shirk,  having  lost  four,  has  but  two  tinclads  at  present  for  Ten¬ 
nessee  River.  The  Cumberland  being  navigable,  your  transports 
now  take  that  river.  I  am  pushing  to  put  one  ironclad  on  each,  and 
have  a  third  ironclad  convenient  for  either  Tennessee  or  Cumberland. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

'  Mound  City,  November  11,  1861±. 
Your  telegram  of  this  date  received  on  my  return  to-night. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  returned  from  Tennessee  to  Cum¬ 
berland  River  on  9th  instant  to  convoy  army  transports  to  Nashville. 
Will  immediately  inform  and  instruct  him  as  to  your  wishes. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Robt.  Allen, 

IjOuis'ville ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City,  November  11, 1861^. 

Brigadier-General  Robert  Allen  telegraphs  from  Louisville  request¬ 
ing  convoy  for  a  large  number  of  vessels  up  the  Cumberland.  Render 
all  the  assistance  and  protection  in  your  power. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  10th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron,  Smithland,  Ky. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  November  12, 1864 — H  a-  m- 
Your  telegram  of  9  p.  m.  (10th)  is  received.  I  shall  be  very  glad 
if  you  can  spare  three  ironclads  you  mention  and  station  them 
as  you  propose.  I  will  notify  you  in  ample  time  when  I  get  ready 
to  use  the  Tennessee  River. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville ,  [ Term .],  November  26,  1864- 
If  you  have  any  ironclads  which  can  resist  heavy  shot  I  will  be 
obliged  if  you  will  order  them  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  far  as 
they  can  go  on  a  reconnoissance.  Hood  is  threatening  Columbia  now, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  know  positively  whether  he  has  all  his  force 
with  him  or  not. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Mound  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  26,  1864 — 9.45. 
Telegram  received.  Will  do  as  vou  desire,  and  notify  you. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Florence,  Ala. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TL  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  for  a  reconnoissance  in  view  of  threatened  attack  upon  Columbia, 
Tenn. 

Confidential.]  Mound  City,  November  27,  1864 • 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  confidential  telegram  from  Major-General 
Thomas,  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  dated  26th  instant,  stating  that  Hood 
is  threatening  Columbia,  and  requesting  that  if  I  have  any  ironclads 
which  can  resist  heavy  shot  I  will  send  them  as  far  up  the  Tennes¬ 
see  as  they  can  go,  on  a  reconnoissance,  as  he  is  anxious  to  know 
positively  whether  Hood  has  all  his  force  with  him  or  not. 

I  have  telegraphed  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  to  send  the 
Neosho  to  Paducah  to  report  to  you.  Ascend  the  Tennessee  and 
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“ltenthe  reconnoissanee  if  practicable,  and  inform,  by  safe  chan- 
nels,  General  Thomas  and  myself  of  the  result.  3 

which  you  can,  as  you  request,  take  the  Carondelet , 

p  /  ^  “}  tt6  7ready  to  leave  liere  at  daylight  to-morrow.  The 
Peostci  and  Volunteer  are  available  for  this  service.  Take  all  the 
necessary  ammunition  and  fuel  that  you  can  for  the  ironclads. 
Respectfully,  yours, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  IV.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  °f  Ajcting1  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 
Tenn  *  reconnoissanee  in  view  of  threatened  attack  upon  Columbia; 


Confidential.]  Mound  City,  November  <27,  I864. 

Sir  :  General  Thomas  telegraphs  a  request  that  an  ironclad  recon- 
noissance  be  made  as  far  up  the  Tennessee  as  possible,  as  he  is  anxious 
to  know  whether  Hood,  who  is  now  threatening  Columbia,  has  his 
whole  force  with  him  or  not. 

I  send  the  Carondelet  in  tow  of  the  Volunteer  to  Paducah.  I  tele- 
graphed  you  this  morning  to  send  the  Neosho  there  to  report  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk.  It  is  reported  to  me  this  evening 
that  he  is  sick,  and  I  desire  you  to  make  this  reconnoissanee ;  notify 
General  Thomas  and  myself  of  the  result  by  early  and  safe  means, 
lou  can  either  take  both  ironclads  or  the  Neosho  only,  with  such 
other  boats  as  you  may  think  best.  A  coal  barge  should  be  towed 
up  as  far  as  Johnson ville  for  your  use;  retain  the  Volunteer  for  this 
or  other  necessary  service. 

Respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District ,  Smithland ,  Ky. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  of  IT.  S.  S. 
Volunteer,  to  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  IT.  S.  Navy. 


Mound  City,  III.,  November  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  V olunteer  under  your  command,  towing  the 
Carondelet  to  Paducah,  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch 
for  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Volunteer. 
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Mound  City,  N  ov  ember  27, 1861 — 9 : 30  a.  m. 
Send  Neosho  to  Paducah  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Shirk,  with  orders  to  fill  up  with  coal  and  prepare  for  immediate 
service  on  arrival  there. 

S.  P.  Lee. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Smithland ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 


Proceed  to 
unteer. 


Mound  CiTYq  November  27,  186/ \ — 6  :J5  p.  m. 
Paducah,  where  you  will  find  orders  brought  by  Vot¬ 
'd).  P.  Lee. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District ,  Smithland ,  Ky. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  protection  of  working  party  while  constructing  fort  and  maga¬ 
zine  at  Johnsonville,  Tenn. 


Mound  City,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  to  request  the 
army  authorities  to  construct  a  naval  magazine  at  Johnsonville,  and 
he  informs  me  that  they  will  do  so,  and  that  a  fort  would  be  con¬ 
structed  opposite  Johnsonville  where  a  gunboat  is  desired  to  protect 
the  working  party.  You  will  detail  the  C arondelet  and  Peosta  for 
this  service  when  they  can  be  spared.  Consult  with  the  army  au¬ 
thorities  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  magazine,  requesting 
that  it  be  large  enough  to  contain  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  for 
all  the  vessels  operating  in  that  vicinity. 

Until  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk  recovers  and  resumes  his 
duties,  the  Ninth  District  will  be  under  your  command  in  addition 
to  the  Tenth. 

Instruct  commanding  officers  whilst  in  the  Tennessee  to  observe 
every  precaution  against  torpedoes. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  -P .  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

C ommanding  Ninth  and  Tenth  Districts. 


naval  forces  on  western  waters. 

[Telegram.] 
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Paducah,  Ivy.,  November  28,  186k— 12:30  p.  m. 
practicable11^  t0  866  Lieutenant'Commancler  Fitch.  Notify  him  if 

S.  P.  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Junior  Naval  Officer, 

Smithland,  Kentucky. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  28,  186k. 
Telegram  received.  Will  do  as  you  desire,  and  notify  you. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron 
Major-General  Thomas. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures 
Cumberland  River. 


Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
of  protection  for  the  army  forces  in  the 


Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Paducah,  November  29, 186k — «•  rrv. 

At  the  suggestion  of  General  Meredith,  and  in  view  of  the  reported 
1^®ve^nents  °f  General  Hood,  I  have  sent  the  two  ironclads  (which 
I  had  got  here  yesterday  to  make  the  reconnoissance  you  desired) 
to  the  Cumberland  to  protect  the  passage  of  the  troops  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Smith  and  your  supplies  to  Nashville. 

.  Lieu tenant-Commander  Fitch  is  directed  there  to  communicate 
in  person  with  you  at  Nashville,  and  then  to  take  the  two  ironclads 
from  the  Cumberland  up  the  Tennessee  to  make  the  reconnoissance 
or  to  flank  Hood,  unless  you  think  their  services  more  necessary  on 
the  Cumberland. 

Would  that  I  had  a  good  ironclad  force  on  both  rivers.  I  will 
have  another  ironclad  for  this  service  in  a  few  days.  I  have  been 
making  every  effort  to  meet  your  wishes,  but  have  met  with  unex¬ 
pected  delays.  If,  however,  the  intelligence  we  have  here  is  correct, 
you  are  already  possessed  of  the  intelligence  you  desired,  and  the 
present  disposition  of  the  ironclads  is  the  best  for  cooperation  with 
you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 
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[Telegram.] 

Bridgeport,  N ovember  29,  1861/.. 

I  have  notice  that  the  draw  of  this  bridge  will  be  closed  for  twenty 
days.  Have  you  any  preference  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  my 
vessels  ? 

Moreau  Forrest, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  November  29,  1861/.. 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  is  received.  Hold  your  boats  below  the 
bridge  at  Bridgeport  so  that  you  can  patrol  the  river  below. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

M ajor-General,  TJ .  S.  V .,  Commanding. 

Captain  Moreau  Forrest, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboats,  Bridgeport ,  \Ala.~\. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  November  30, 1861/ — 3  p.  m. 

As  soon  as  the  ironclads  return  to  Paducah,  please  order  them  into 
the  Cumberland  to  patrol  that  river  and  convoy  transports  up  and 
down.  Hood  at  present  has  a  cavalry  force  so  much  larger  than 
mine  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  fall  back  and  concentrate  on 
Nashville.  But  as  soon  as  I  can  get  my  cavalry  back  from  Louisville 
I  feel  confident  I  can  drive  him  back. 

George  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Com'manding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  convoy  duty  in  the  Cumberland  River,  as  requested  by  Major- 
General  Thomas,  IT.  S.  Army. 


Confidential.]  Mound  City,  December'  1,  1861/ — 1  a.  m. 

Sir:  Major-General  Thomas,  telegraphing  from  Nashville  at  4:30 
p.  m.  yesterday,  desires  me,  as  soon  as  the  ironclads  return  to 
Paducah,  to  order  them  into  the  Cumberland  to  patrol  that  river 
and  convoy  transports  up  and  down.  He  states  that  General  Hood, 
having  a  much  larger  cavalry  force  than  his  own,  he  has  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back  and  concentrate  on  Nashville,  but  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  his  cavalry  back  from  Louisville,  feels  confident  he  can  drive 
him  back. 

You  will  therefore  return  to  the  Cumberland  with  the  ironclads 
and  perform  the  service  requested. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Ninth  and  Tenth  Districts. 
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Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City,  Thursday,  December  1 — 1  a.  m. 
ptu  dispatch  of  yesterday  afternoon  received,  and  I  have  ordered 
the  ironclads  to  return  to  the  Cumberland  and  convoy  your  trans¬ 
ports  up  and  down  that  river.  I  also  send  a  similar  order  by  dis¬ 
patch  boat  to  Paducah.  On  Sunday  I  will  have  another  ironclad 
leacly  and  will  send  it  to  Smithland  ready  to  operate  on  either  river 
and  expect  to  go  there  myself. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Armv, 

.  Nashville,  Term. 

Send  m  cipher  from  Cairo. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Meredith, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  regarding  proposed  cooperation  in 
Cumberland  River  and  withdrawal  of  Major-General  Thomas  to  Nashville. 


Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  December  1 — 1  a.  m. 

General  Thomas,  in  a  confidential  dispatch  dated  Nashville,  No¬ 
vember  30,  4:30  p.  m.,  desires  me  to  send  the  ironclads,  as  soon  as 
they  arrive  at  Paducah,  to  the  Cumberland,  to  convoy  army  trans¬ 
ports  up  and  down  that  river. 

This  I  have  ordered  by  cipher  telegram  and  by  a  dispatch  sent 
herewith  by  a  special  boat,  to  provide  against  any  accident  to  the 
wires. 


General  Thomas  mentions  that,  Hood’s  cavalry  being  so  superior 
to  his,  he  has  been  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  Nashville  and  concen¬ 
trate  there,  and  that  as  soon  as  his  cavalry  returns  from  Louisville 
he  will  drive  Hood  back. 

I  expect  to  be  up  with  another  ironclad,  the  completion  of  which 
I  am  urging  here,  on  Sunday  next. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


General  Meredith. 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  1, 186  — 9:20  p.  m. 

Your  communication  by  Commander  Fitch  and  telegram  of  1  a.  m. 
this  date  are  received,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  having 
changed  the  destination  of  the  ironclads.  Commander  Fitch  thinks 
if  the  ironclad  you  expect  at  Smithland  was  stationed  at  Clarksville 
the  river  could  then  be  perfectly  safe.  Will  you  please  order  it  to 
Clarksville  ? 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  1 ,  186 — 9:30  p.  m. 

After  General  Schofield’s  fight  of  yesterday,  feeling  convinced  that 
the  enemy  very  far  outnumbered  him  both  in  infantry  and  cavalry, 
I  determined  to  retire  to  the  fortifications  around  Nashville  until 
General  Wilson  can  get  his  cavalry  equipped.  He  has  now  about 
one-fourth  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  consequently  is  no  match 
for  him.  I  have  two  ironclads  here,  with  several  gunboats,  and  Com¬ 
mander  Fitch  assures  me  that  Hood  can  neither  cross  the  Cumberland 
nor  blockade  it.  I  therefore  think  it  best  to  wait  here  until  Wilson 
can  equip  all  his  cavalry.  If  Hood  attacks  me  here,  he  will  be  more 
seriously  damaged  than  he  was  yesterday.  If  he  remains  here  until 
Wilson  gets  equipped,  I  can  whip  him,  and  will  move  against  him 
at  once.  I  have  Murfreesboro  strongly  held  and  therefore  feel  easy 
in  regard  to  its  safety.  Chattanooga,  Bridgeport,  Stevenson,  and 
Elk  River  Bridge  also  have  strong  garrisons. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  2, 1861^ — 2  p.  m. 

Arrived  here  this  afternoon.  Major-General  George  H.  Thomas 
is  well  pleased  with  the  movement.  Our  force  all  drawn  into  Nash¬ 
ville.  Enemy  close  by  and  may  attempt  cross  river  below.  I  have 
the  boats  so  arranged  as  to  prevent  it.  Am  keeping  up  vigilant 
patrol  from  here  to  Clarksville.  All  is  working  well.  I  would 
request  that  when  the  Cincinnati  is  ready  she  be  sent  to  Clarksville, 
from  where  she  can  operate  quickly  either  up  or  down,  as  there  is 
telegraph  there. 

Fitch. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City. 

Note. — This  came  in  cipher.  Operator  at  Nashville  says  Fitch 
dated  1st,  but  sent  2d. 

Wm.  F.  Mason. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  December  2 , 1861^. 

Your  confidential  telegram  of  1st  received  this  afternoon.  I  will 
do  as  you  wish  soon  as  the  ironclad  is  repaired,  which  will  take 
several  days. 

The  aid  who  probably  penned  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  communi¬ 
cated  an  order  instead  of  a  request. 
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Please  accept  my  sincere  congratulations  on  your  success  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  when  convenient  and  practicable  inform  me  of  the  military 
situation.  J 

.  .  dat--,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  It  ear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  FI.  Thomas, 

Nashville. 

By  telegraph  in  cipher  from  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Cipher.]  Nashville,  December  3,  I864. 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received  last  night.  My  force  of  cav¬ 
alry  and  infantry  at  Franklin  being  so  much  less  than  that  of  the 
enemy  I  determined  to  fall  back  to  this  place  to  concentrate  my 
infantry  and  give  time  to  General  Wilson  to  arm  and  equip  sufficient 
ca\aliy  to  nieot  Forrest.  X  have  here  now  nearly  as  much  infantry 
as  Hood,  and  in  a  few  days  hope  to  have  cavalry  enough  to  enable  me 
to  assume  the  offensive.  In  the  meantime  Captain  Fitch  has  cheer¬ 
fully  complied  with  my  request  to  patrol  the  river  above  and  below 
the  city.  I  am  therefore  in  hopes  we  shall  in  a  few  days  be  able  to 
take  the  offensive  on  pretty  even  terms  with  the  enemy.  I  regret 
much  that  my  telegram  of  the  30th  implied  an  order  to  you,  which 
was  not  intended. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  previous  prompt  cooperation, 

I  am,  yours,  truly, 


Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City. 


Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

M dj or-  General ,  C ommanding . 


[Telegram.] 


Cipher.]  Mound  City,  December  3,  1861^—5  p.  m. 

Your  confidential  dispatch  of  11  o’clock  yesterday  just  received. 
Accept  my  heartiest  thanks  for  the  information  given  and  correction 
made.  I  have  ha-d  night  and  Sunday  work  done  to  get  another  and 
good  ironclad  ready.  Hope  to  see  you  in  a  few  days.  Please  instruct 
operators  always  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  my  telegrams  to  my  officers 
operating  near  you. 

Wishing  you  the  fullest  success,  faithfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  December  3 ,  1861± — 5  p.  m. 

(By  telegram  and  from  Cairo,  cipher.) 
Continue  as  ordered  on  first  instant  to  patrol  the  Cumberland. 
I  hope  to  bring  the  Cincinnati  up  in  two  or  three  days.  She  has  been 
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worked  on  day  and  night  and  Sundays.  Continue  always  to  cooper¬ 
ate  most  heartily  with  General  Thomas  and  the  army. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant- [Commander]  Le  Roy  Fitch. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Thomas,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a  patrol  of  the  river  to  Carthage,  Tenn. 

Headquarters  Department  or  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  December  3 ,  1861}.. 

Captain:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
inasmuch  as  the  enemy  has  made  no  attack  to-day,  and  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  attends  his  movements,  he  thinks  it  unsafe  to  trust  the  courier 
line  between  Gallatin  and  Carthage  to  bring  us  information  of  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  by  the  rebels  to  cross  the  river  above 
here,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that,  to  render  us  secure,  you  had  better 
patrol  the  river  as  far  as  Carthage  with  at  least  one  ironclad  and  two 
gunboats,  if  you  think  there  is  sufficient  water  in  the  channel  to  en¬ 
able  you  to  do  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  D.  Whipple, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Squadron ,  Nashville ,  Tenn. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  II.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  regarding 
successful  operations  at  Bell’s  Mills,  Tenn.,  December  3-4,  1864,  and  operations 
near  Nashville  to  December  16. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Tennessee  River ,  December  % 9 ,  1861}. 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  copies  of  reports  dated  December  4  and 
17*  (1  and  2)  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  command¬ 
ing  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron,  in  reference  to  his  success¬ 
ful  operations  below  Nashville  in  cooperation  with  General  Thomas. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  Department’s  notice  the  good 
conduct  in  action  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  and  the  officers 
and  men  under  his  command  who  engaged  the  enemy.  I  desire  to 
call  particular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Pilot  John  H.  Ferrell  and 
Quartermaster  John  Ditzenback,  who,  when  the  flagstaff  of  the 
Neosho  had  been  shot  away,  left  the  pilot  house  while  the  vessel  was 
still  under  fire,  and  made  the  flag  fast  to  the  stump  of  the  highest 
mast  remaining.  I  would  recommend  that  a  medal  of  honor  be 
awarded  to  the  latter. 

The  laborious  and  vigilant  patrol  of  the  Mississippi  by  the  Navy 
prevented  the  rebel  troops  from  crossing  that  river,  as  required  by 
Mr.  Davis’s  intercepted  cipher  dispatch,  to  join  General  Hood  and 
oppose  General  Thomas,  and  I  hope  this  important  service  will  be 
appreciated  by  the  Department. 


*  See  pp.  641,  649, 
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The  active  movement  of  the  gunboats  which  I  have  required  causes 
the  consumption  of  an  unusual  quantity  of  coal  and  calls  for  in 
creased  repairs,  but  this  is  unavoidable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Acimg  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C . 

[Enclosure.] 

#  U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Off  Nashville ,  Term.,  December  4,  186 J+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  the  3d  instant 
being  apprehensive  of  .an  attack  from  the  enemv  on  the  right  of  our 

’  rnL  ^  OIwheJ-\\er  below’  1  stationed  the  Carondelet ,  Acting 
Master  Charles  TV .  Miller,  commanding,  m  a  position  to  assist  that 
portion  of  our  lines,  keeping  the  other  boats  in  readiness  to  move 
wherever  they  might  be  required. 

During  the  day  I  made  several  trips  with  this  boat  to  see  that  all 
was  ciear,  and  m  the  afternoon  sent  the  Springfield ,  Acting  Master 
f;dm.  Morgan,  up  the  river  to  convoy  some  transports  and  work  with 
the  army  gunboats  above. 

+i  return\ng  from  below,  about  9  p.  m.,  I  received  intelligence 

that  the  enemy  s  left  wing  had  struck  the  river  and  had  batteries 
planted  at  Bell  s  Mills,  about  4  miles  below  Nashville  by  land  but  18 
by  river,  and  that  they  had  captured  two  steamers.  I  at  once  de¬ 
termined  to  either  recapture  the  two  steamers  or  cause  the  enemy  to 
destroy  them  that  night,  although  it  was  dark  and  clouding  over.  1 
therefore  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Neosho  Acting 
\  olunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Howard,  to  move  down  with  his  ves¬ 
sel  and  lelie^e  the  C  arondelet^  and,  leaving  the  Brilliant  to  operate 
with  her,  moved  down  with  the  other  boats  in  the  following  order  : 
C  arondelet,  F airplay ,  Moose ,  Reindeer ,  and  Silver  Lake. 

.  I.  dnected  Acting  Master  Miller  to  run  below  the  lower  batteries 
giving  them  grape  and  canister,  then  round  to  and  come  back  and 
hght  them  upstream.  I  also  directed  Acting  Master  George  J. 
Groves,  commanding  the  F airplay,  to  follow  close  after  the  Caron¬ 
delet  and  act  with  her;  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H  A 
Glassford,.  commanding  Reindeer,  to  follow  this  vessel  and  act  with 
me ,  the  Silver  LaJce ,  Acting’  Master  J .  C.  Coyle,  to  take  the  rear  of 
the  line. 

The  boats  moved  down  perfectly  quiet,  with  no  lights  visible,  and 
were  not  seen  by  the  enemy  until  the  Carondelet  opened  fire  on  their 
lower  battery  and  encampment. 

She  was  then  a  little  above  the  lower  battery  and  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  below  the  upper  guns,  the  F airplay  was  at  this  time  a  lit¬ 
tle  below  the  upper  battery,  and  this  vessel  abreast  of  it,  while  the 
Reindeer  was  about  50  yards  above. 

As  soon  as  the  C arondelet  opened  fire  the  enemy  poured  a  heavy 
volley  of  musketry  into  the  boats  along  the  entire  line,  and  also 
opened  on  us  with  their  upper  battery  of  four  guns.  About  this  time 
the  F airplay  had  stopped  to  keep  from  running  into  the  Carondelet , 
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and  the  smoke  from  the  guns  and  smokestacks,  combined  with  our 
steam,  settled  around  us  so  very  thick  in  this  bend  that  I  could  see 
nothing  nor  could  the  pilots  see  where  we  were  running;  so,  finding 
myself  nearly  in  contact  with  the  F airplay,  I  was  also  obliged  to 
stop,  and  after  the  Carondelet  and  F airplay  had  passed  below  the 
bend  I  found  myself  still  in  the  smoke  and  in  rather  a  bad  position, 
as  the  batteries  were  then  firing  directly  into  me  and  so  far  on  my 
port  quarter  that  we  could  not  bring  our  guns  to  bear.  I  therefore 
directed  the  pilots  to  back  up,  as  it  was  clear  above  and  below  it  was 
intensely  thick.  I  was  afraid  by  this  time  the  C arondelet  and  F air¬ 
play  had  passed  the  lower  battery,  rounded  to,  and  were  again  mov¬ 
ing  up,  which  would  make  our  chances  for  colliding  very  great.  I 
therefore  decided  to  back  up  again  about  the  upper  battery,  as  I 
could  not  remain  where  I  was  long  enough  for  the  smoke  to  lift ;  and, 
as  the  rebels  were  now  giving  this  boat  their  entire  attention,  made 
it  also  dangerous  to  attempt  to  round  to.  In  backing  up  above  the 
batteries,  I  necessarily  moved  slowly,  but  the  pilots,  John  H.  Ferrell 
and  George  W.  Rowley,  handled  the  vessel  so  magnificently  that  we 
were  able  to  keep  our  guns  working  on  them  so  rapidly  that  in  a 
great  measure  they  were  kept  silent. 

When  I  got  above  the  battery  where  I  could  use  the  port  broadside 
and  bow  guns,  they  soon  ceased  firing,  as  the  Reindeer  had  by  this 
time  got  above  their  guns,  rounded  to,  and  was  in  a  good  position  to 
assist  this  vessel  in  case  she  was  disabled.  After  getting  out  of  their 
immediate  range  I  rounded  to  and  lashed  alongside  of  the  Reindeer , 
intending  to  engage  them  with  the  two  boats  lashed,  so  that  we  could 
handle  [them]  better,  but  by  this  time  the  firing  had  entirely  ceased, 
and  as  it  was  very  dark  under  the  shade  of  the  hills  I  concluded.  to 
wait  till  daylight,  knowing  that  the  C arondelet  and  F airplay,  which 
were  below  the  lower  battery,  would  keep  everything  quiet  and  take 
care  of  the  captured  steamers. 

The  musketry  along  the  bank  and  on  the  hillside  was  for  a  time 
very  annoying,  but  we  soon  drove  them  off.  The  firing  from  their 
battery  for  a  time  was  very  rapid,  but  their  guns  were  not  well 
aimed;  most  of  their  shell  and  all  their  grape  passed  entirely  over 
us;  this,  I  presume,  was  owing  to  our  being  so  close  to  them.  The 
river  at  this  point  is  not  over  75  or  80  yards  wide,  and  part  of  the 
time  we  were  directly  under  their  guns.  Two  percussion  shells 
struck  this  boat  in  the  hull  a  little  above  the  water  line,  and  one 
struck  in  the  wheel,  but  none  of  them  did  much  damage.  One  of 
them  came  quartering  from  the  battery  above  us  and  lodged  in  the 
bread  room,  close  to  the  magazine,  but  did  not  explode.  Another 
struck  us  fair  and  would  have  passed  on  through  the  bottom,  but 
was  turned  from  its  course  by  striking  one  of  the  deck  beams ;  it  also 
did  not  explode,  but  lodged  in  the  rake.  The  Silver  Lake  was  not 
quite  close  enough  to  engage  the  batteries,  but  kept  the  musketry 
silent  along  the  bank  above. 

In  the  morning,  very  early,  we  again  moved  down,  the  Neosho 
having  [by]  this  time  joined  us,  but  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy;  the 
batteries  were  removed  the  night  before  we  left  them.  Between  8 
and  9  a.  m.  I  met  the  Carondelet  and  F airplay,  with  the  transports 
just  below  where  the  lower  battery  stood  during  the  night.  -Learn¬ 
ing  that  all  was  clear  below,  I  returned  to  Nashville  with  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  transports. 
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Notwithstanding  the  darkness  and  haziness  of  the  night,  all  the 

manner ereArtf1  m|Tv,ered  Tand  did  their  several  Parts  in  the  best 
g  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glassford  handled  his  ves¬ 
sel  splendidly  m  rounding  to  under  the  enemy’s  fire,  to  keep  out  of 
my  way  while  backing  up  All  the  commanding  officers  carried  out 
their  instructions  fully  and  did  their  work  well ;  the  officers  and  men 
under  [me]  behaved  m  the  best  manner. 

Acting  Master  W.  C.  Coulson,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  had 
chaige  of  the  gain  deck  and  worked  the  guns  with  marked  rapidity 
and  precision  He  had  every  contingency  prepared  for,  in  stopping 
shot  ho  es,  extinguishing  fire,  etc.;  but  it  is  hard  to  discriminate 
where  all  are  so  eminently  deserving. 

It  seems  almost  a  miracle  that  amid  so  many  shots  and  volleys  ol 
musketry  we  should  escape  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  and  no 
injury  to  the  boats. 

The  numbers  of  rounds  fired  were  as  follows :  Garondelet ,  26 ; 
F airplay ,  3  l ;  Moose ,  59 ;  Reindeer ,  19 ;  Silver  Lake ,  6. 

...  am  no^  able  to  say  what  execution  we  did,  as  darkness  covered 
all,  but  we  drove  them  from  their  guns  and  back  from  the  river 
recapturing  the  steamers  they  had  captured  in  the  early  part  of 
the  evening  before  they  had  time  to  destroy  them,  made  them  aban¬ 
don  most  of  the  forage  they  were  taking  from  the  vessels,  and  caused 
them  toilet  many  of  their  prisoners  escape. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

Enclosed  I  send  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels 
engaged. 

[Subenclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

Off  Nashville ,  Tenn December  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  of  last  night : 

Agreeably  to  your  order,  at  11 : 15  p.  m.,  I  got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  from  Hyde’s  Ferry.  At  1  a.  m.  came  to  a 
rebel  camp  with  a  battery  of  4  guns  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
opposite  Bell’s  Mills  (two  steamers  were  tied  up  to  the  bank,  having 
been  captured  by  the  rebels).  As  soon  as  I  made  it  out,  I  opened 
fire  on  them  and  steamed  slowly  by ;  after  passing,  I  rounded  to  and 
came  up  within  about  300  yards  of  them,  fired  a  few  shots,  then 
passed  up  abreast,  and  dropped  back  again.  The  rebels  returned 
our  fire  for  about  20  minutes,  then  fell  back  from  the  river.  I  fired 
a  shell  occasionally  until  2:30  a.  m.  I  then  went  alongside  of  the 
steamers  Prairie  State  and  Prima  Donna ,  made  fast  to  them,  and 
towed  them  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  After  making  the 
steamers  fast,  the  U.  S.  S.  Fairplay  came  alongside  of  them  and  I 
dropped  out  into  the  river.  Part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamers  being 
on  board,  I  waited  until  5:30  a.  m.  for  them  to  get  steam.  I  then 
left  them  and  proceeded  down  the  river  about  3^  miles  and  found 
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the  steamer  Magnet  tied  up  to  the  bank.  I  came  to  and  stopped  with 
her  until  she  could  raise  steam.  I  then  started  up  the  river  with  the 
Magnet  alongside. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  C.  W.  Miller, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  10th  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Fairplay, 

Cumberland  River ,  off  Nashville,  Tenn .,  December  5 ,  186 If. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
this  vessel  took  in  the  action  with  the  rebel  battery  on  the  night  of 
the  3d  and  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant : 

Pursuant  to  your  order,  I  got  underway  with  this  vessel  and 
started  from  this  city  at  9:30  p.  m.,  following  the  U.  S.  S.  Caron- 
delet ,  which  vessel  was  in  the  lead. 

At  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  18  miles  below  this  place  and  immediately  oppo¬ 
site  Bell’s  Mills,  I  was  opened  upon  by  rebel  musketry  and  a  battery 
of  four  guns  placed  in  a  commanding  position  on  the  left  bank.  The 
fire  was  vigorously  returned  as  I  passed  the  battery  and  turned  the 
bend  below  out  of  range  of  their  guns. 

At  Hillsboro  Landing,  2  miles  below,  I  came  upon  the  transport 
steamers  Prairie  State  and  Prima  Donna  tied  to  the  bank,  which  had 
been  captured  by  the  rebels  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  in  possession 
of  rebel  infantry,  who  were  engaged  in  taking  away  their  cargo. 
I  fired  upon  them  in  passing  and  rounded  to  below,  and  in  company 
with  the  Carondelet  drove  the  enemy  from  the  steamers  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  hills,  killing  and  wounding  many.  At  2:45  a.  m.  this 
vessel  and  the  Carondelet  made  fast  to  steamers  and  landed  them  on 
the  opposite  shore  in  order  to  repair  damages  and  put  them  in  run¬ 
ning  condition.  I  remained  with  them  until  4  a.  m.,  when  I  got 
underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  4  miles,  where  the  steamer 
Magnet ,  also  disabled  by  the  rebel  battery,  was  lying.  She  was  soon 
put  in  order,  and  at  6  a.  m.,  with  the  Carondelet  and  the  recaptured 
steamers,  started  up  the  river.  The  rebels  had  withdrawn  their 
forces  from  the  river  when  we  came  up,  and  everything  was  clear. 
At  8:30  a.  m.  I  met  the  steamers  under  your  command  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Nashville,  arriving  at  2  p.  m.  This  vessel  during  the 
engagement  was  struck  twice  by  12-pound  shell,  one  passing  through 
between  the  main  and  boiler  decks  a  few  inches  above  the  forward 
part  of  the  boilers,  cutting  the  escape  pipe  of  the  port  engine.  The 
other  passed  through  the  cabin  directly  under  the  pilot  house.  No 
serious  damage  was  done  bv  either  shell,  both  passing  entirely 
through  before  exploding.  Musketry  and  canister  struck  us  in 
several  places. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  J.  Groves, 
feting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  S.  Reindeer,  December  5,  186V 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the 
anair  of  the  4th  instant  at  Bell’s  Landing,  18  miles  below  Nashville 
on  the  Cumberland  River: 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  at  9:30  p.  m.  o-f  the  3d  instant  I  got 
underway  and  followed  you  down  the  river.  At  12 : 45  a.  m.  of  the 
4th  instant  we  reached  Bell’s  Landing,  and  the  action  commenced  by 
the  Car onde let  s  opening  fire  upon  a  camp  in  the  hollow,  followed 
by  the  F airplay,  'the  Moose ,  and  this  vessel,  to  which  the  enemy 
replied  with  9  guns  and  musketry,  the  latter  occupying  the  hills 
above  and  below  their  artillery.  Their  fire  was  rapid  and  warm,  but 
mostly  too  high.  The  night  was  dark,  and  the  smoke  from  the  guns 
settled,  upon  your  vessel  and  the  water  so  as  at  times  to  hide  both 
from  view,  and  at  such  times  I  was  forced  to  suspend  my  fire  to  avoid 
doing  you  injury..  This  circumstance  also  caused  a  difficulty  with 
this  vessel,  as  during  the  few  moments  the  shore  was  hidden  from 
me  by  the  smoke  she  went  broadside  to  the  current  and  drifted  down¬ 
stream  toward  you.  To  avoid  collision,  which  then  might  prove  a 
disaster,  I  at  once  ordered  her  bow  to  be  run  ashore  and  then  swerv¬ 
ing  round,  stern  downstream.  By  doing  so  I  exposed  myself  for  a 
few  moments  to  a  raking  fire,  but  without  further  injury  than  a  few 
splinters  knocked  from  my  wheel  by  a  bursting  shell.  As  soon  as 
once  more  clear  of  the  bank  I  ran  upstream  for  room  to  round  to, 
and  then  resumed  my  place  near  you  in  the  engagement,  but  before 
this  was  accomplished  the  enemy’s  guns  were  silenced  and  you  had 
withdrawn.  The  action  lasted  1  hour  and  20  minutes. 

At  3:30  a.  m.,  by  your  order,  I  lashed  alongside  you,  and  thus 
returned  to  Nashville,  where  we  arrived  at  1  o’clock  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  A.  Glassford, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  at  Bell’s  Mills. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Off  Nashville ,  Tenn .,  December  V  186  f. 

General:  The  enemy  has  heavy  batteries  on  the  river  at  Bell’s 
Mills.  I  went  down  last  night  and  engaged  them  and  had  them 
silenced  for  a  time.  Two  of  my  boats  passed  below  them  and  are 
still  down  the  river.  It  was  too  dark  for  us  to  continue  the  engage¬ 
ment  successfully,  there  being  danger  of  getting  our  boats  foul  and 
unmanageable. 

I  am  going  with  the  other  ironclad  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in 
force  this  evening. 

From  the  force  that  we  found  last  night,  the  appearance  of  the 
batteries,  the  great  number  of  camp  fires,  etc.,  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
Hood’s  left  rests  on  the  river  at  that  point  and  that  Forrest  com¬ 
mands  them. 
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Will  you  please  telegraph  to  Clarksville  forbidding  steamers  com¬ 
ing  above  that  place  and  also  allow  none  to  leave  Rashville  for  down 
the  river  until  the  batteries  are  removed. 

The  enemy  seems  to  have  a  heavy  force  at  this  end  of  his  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  9th  and  10th  Dists.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Major-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Letter  from  Lieiitenant-Commander  Fitch,  TJ.  S,  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas 
IT.  S.  Army*  announcing  cleaning  out  of  battery  and  recapture  of  steamers  at 
Bell’s  Mills. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Cumberland  River ,  December  4,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  cleaned  out  the  rebel  battery  and  recaptured  the 
two  steamers  captured  by  the  enemy  last  night  and  driven  their  left 
flank  back  from  the  river  at  that  point,  though  I  do  not  think  it  safe 
for  transports  to  run  yet  from  Clarksville  up. 

I  think  Forrest  commands  the  left  of  Hood’s  army,  as  General 
Buford’s  brigade  engaged  us  last  night. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  9th  and  10th  Dists.  Miss.  Squadron. 
Major-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  Nashville ,  Tenn. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
IT.  S.  Army,  giving  the  location  of  Bell’s  Mills  and  promising  further  coopera¬ 
tion  by  reconnoissance  and  convoy. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Off  Nashville ,  Tenn.,  December  4,  1864 • 
General:  Your  kind  note*  of  this  evening  is  received.  I  perceive 
you  are  under  a  slight  error  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  battery 
which  we  engaged.  The  battery  we  engaged  last  night  was  not  at 
Harpeth  Shoals,  but  at  Bell’s  Mills.  It  is  about  35  miles  from  here 
to  Harpeth,  while  it  is  only  4  miles  to  Bell’s  Mills;  that  is,  4  miles  by 
land,  but  18  by  river.  The  river  makes  a  large  bend  and  comes  nearly 
back  of  the  city.  Bell’s  Landing  is  in  this  bend,  at  the  nearest 
point  to  the  city.  I  would  have  gone  down  to  Harpeth  to-day,  but  I 
heard  firing  in  this  direction  and  thought  perhaps  there  would  be  a 
general  attack  and  that  my  boats  might  be  able  to  assist  you  on  the 
right.  The  heavy  boats  are  so  slow  that  I  would  not  have  been  able 
to  reach  here  again  until  to-morrow  afternoon.  I  will  make  a  thor¬ 
ough  reconnoissance  down  there  as  soon  as  possible  and  will  inform 
you  just  as  soon  as  I  know  the  river  to  be  clear.  I  will  then  try  to 
arrange  regular  convoys,  but  at  present,  owing  to  the  position  of  the 
enemy’s  left  and  the  crookedness  of  the  river,  it  would  be  best  for  us 


*  Not  found. 
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not  to  gn  e  the  xebels  the  least  chance  to  disable  or  capture  any  more 
ot  our  boats.  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T  .  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lxeut.  C  omdr .,  Comdg.  9th  and  10th  Diets.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  Nashville ,  Term. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  Jh  1861,.. 

Captain  Fitch  has  cleaned  out  the  rebel  battery  down  the  river  and 
recaptured  the  two  steamers  captured  last  night.  He  does  not  think 
it  safe  for  transports  to  run  up  from  Clarksville  yet. 

Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

,  Brigadier- General. 

Colonel  A.  A.  Smith, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  December.  A  1861, — 1  a.  m. 

(Cipher  from  Cairo.) 

As  soon  as  the  ironclads _  return  to  Paducah  take  them  into  the 
Cumberland  to  patrol  that  river  and  convoy  transports  up  and  down. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  or 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Paducah ,  ICy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  coopera¬ 
tion  in  the  Cumberland  River. 

No.  41.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  December  4,  1861,. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  night,  the  25th  [26th]  ultimo,  I  received  a  con¬ 
fidential  telegram  from  Major-General  Thomas,  requesting  me  to 
order  a  reconnoissance  by  ironclads  of  the  upper  Tennessee,  as  he  was 
anxious  to  know  whether  Hood,  who  was  threatening  Columbia,  had 
his  whole  force  with  him  or  not. 

The  Neosho  was  already  at  Smithland,  and  on  Sunday  night  I  dis¬ 
patched  the  Carondelet ,  hurriedly  prepared  for  service,  with  orders 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  to  conduct  the  reconnoissance  with 
the  two  vessels,  and  went  myself  to  Paducah  and  Smithland  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  where  I  learned  that  the  enemy  was  threatening 
General  Thomas’s  communications  on  the  Cumberland,  which  decided 
me  to  order  the  ironclads  (which  had  not  yet  started  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee)  to  convoy  General  A.  J.  Smith’s  transports  up  the  Cumber¬ 
land  to  Nashville. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  I  received  a  telegram  of  that  date  from  General 
Thomas,  who  had  not  then  received  my  communication  written  Mon- 
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day,  28th,  at  noon,  at  Paducah,  notifying  him  of  this  change  and  my 
reason  for  making  it,  asking  me  to  send  the  ironclads  to  protect  his 
transports  on  the  Cumberland,  and  stating  that  he  had  been_  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back  and  concentrate  on  Nashville,  Hood  having  a 
superior  cavalry  force,  but  expressing  confidence  of  his  ability  to 
drive  Hood  back  as  soon  as  he  could  get  his  cavalry  from  Louisville. 

On  receipt  of  this  dispatch  I  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch 
to  remain  in  the  Cumberland,  convoying  transports  and  patrolling 
the  river,  and  so  notified  General  Thomas,  who  acknowledged  this 
telegram  and  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  by  telegraph  on  the  1st 
instant,  with  his  grateful  thanks  for  the  judicious  change  I  had  made 
in  the  disposition  of  the  ironclads. 

The  repairs  to  the  Cincinnati  will  be  completed  to-day  (Sunday), 
and  I  will  take  her  to-night  up  the  Cumberland  and  will  communi¬ 
cate  in  person  with  General  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  operations  at  Bell’s 

Mills,  Tenn.,  December  4. 

No.  43.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati, 

Clarksville ,  Tenn .,  December  8,  186  A 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  defeated  and  drove  from  the 
river  the  left  wing  of  Hood’s  Army  under  General  [Abraham] 
Buford  on  4th  instant  with  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy,  including  several 
prominent  officers,  and  (I  hear)  recaptured  two  transports  from  the 
enemy.  We  lost  none  killed. 

The  Cincinnati  being  at  last,  and  after  much  effort,  completed, 
I  left  Smithland  in  her  on  the  5th  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas;  but  owing  to  the  low  stage  of  water  in  this  river,  can 
not  get  to  Nashville,  and  am  protecting  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
Government  property  here.  I  may  be  detained  some  time  in  this 
river,  but  my  address  will  remain  unchanged.  I  shall  not  receive 
my  mail  with  any  regularity,  however. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

_  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommancling  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  5,  186 A 
Gunboats  will  soon  start  for  Clarksville.  Send  back  under  convoy 
such  transports  as  may  be  there  waiting. 

Wm.  D.  Whipple, 
Brigadier-General,  etc. 

Colonel  A.  A.  Smith, 

Clarksville ,  Tenn. 
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Clarksville,  December  7,  186 Jh 

Gunboats  have  not  arrived.  Forty-second  Missouri  went  to  Fort 
onelson  yesterday.  Rebel  General  Lyon  is  between  the  rivers 
somewhere,  with  from  900  to  2,000  men— reported.  I  sent  scouts 
yesterday ;  they  did  not  discover  his  location.  There  are  five  trans¬ 
ports  here  and  one  hospital  boat.  General  Cooper’s  command  moved 
this  5  a.  m.  for  Nashville. 

A.  A.  Smith, 

,  Colonel ,  Commandinq. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


Repoit  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  communica¬ 
tions  regarding  second  engagement  at  Bell’s  Mills,  December  6,  and  operations 
near  Nashville  to  December  16. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Off  Nashville ,  Term.,  December  17 ,  186  f 
Sir:  X  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  opera¬ 
tions  here  since  the  4th  instant,  the  date  of  my  last  letter: 

On  the  6th  instant  I  started  down  the  river  with  the  Neosho ,  some 
of  the  light  boats,  and  a  number  of  transports  under  convoy. 

Before  starting  I  put  the  convoy  under  charge  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  H.  A.  Glassford,  and  went  myself  on  the  Neosho.  I  took 
the  precaution  before  starting  to  instruct  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Glassford  to  keep  the  convoy  fleet  between  2  and  3  miles  above 
me.  When  nearly  opposite  Bell’s  Mills,  about  18  miles  below  here, 
we  discovered  a  large  rebel  force  and  were  at  once  opened  upon  by  a 
very  heavy  volley  of  musketry  and  some  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery 
above,  abreast  of,  and  below  us.  I  at  once  directed  the  pilots  to  run 
slow,  and  returned  the  fire.  We  then  went  on  down  abreast  of  the 
lower  battery,  stopped,  rounded  to,  and  came  back  till  abreast  of 
the  middle  battery  and  nearly  midway  between  their  upper  and  their 
lower  guns ;  here  I  stopped  and  used  grape  and  canister  against  the 
enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  was  receiving  a  concentrated  fire  from  all 
their  guns,  but  this  was  the  best  position  I  could  get  to  use  the  can¬ 
ister.  I  could  not  hurt  them  from’  above  nor  from  below,  owing  to 
the  shape  of  the  river  and  the  natural  protection  they  had  chosen 
behind  the  spurs  of  hills.  I  had  also  great  faith  in  the  endurance 
of  the  Neosho ,  and  therefore  chose  this  position  as  the  most  favorable 
one  to  test  her  strength  and  at  the  same  time  use  canister  and  grape 
at  from  20  to  30  yards  range.  Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  but 
soon  had  the  effect  to  scatter  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  and  infantry, 
but  owing  to  the  elevated  position  of  the  batteries  directly  over  us, 
we  could  do  but  little  injury.  The  enemy’s  fire  was  terrific,  and  in  a 
very  few  minutes  everything  perishable  on  our  decks  was  completely 
demolished.  I  lay  in  this  position  about  two  and  a  half  hours,  and 
finding  that  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell  were  cutting  away  the  summer 
pilot  house  and  letting  it  down  so  as  to  hide  the  fighting  pilot  house, 
and  obstruct  our  sight,  I  steamed  on  up  the  river  again,  and  met  the 
fleet  under  convoy.  Seeing  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the 
transports  below  the  batteries  without  losing  several,  I  sent  them 
back  to  Nashville  under  convoy  of  the  F airplay  and  Silver  Lake.  I 
then  cleared  all  the  rubbish  off  of  the  Neosho's  deck  and  went  down 
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the  second  time,  taking  the  C arondelet.  I  had  her  made  fast  to  the 
bank  above  with  instructions  not  to  open  till  I  went  down  and  drew 
the  enemy’s  fire,  which  would  show  their  position.  I  went  on  down 
in  the  Neosho ,  entirely  below  the  guns  this  time,  rounded  to,  came 
back,  and  stopped  as  before.  As  I  went  down  the  battery  opened  as 
at  first  and  then  the  C arondelet  also  engaged  them.  This  time  I 
think  we  disabled  two  of  their  guns,  and  toward  dark  their  guns 
were  about  silent.  We  passed  up  again  just  after  dark,  but  were 
only  saluted  with  two  guns  as  we  passed  and  then  could  get  no  more 
responses.  The  locality  the  enemy  had  chosen  was  such  that  but 
one  boat  could  engage  "the  batteries  at  a  time  with  any  effect,  and 
then  the  rebels  had  greatly  the  advantage.  We  were  so  far  below 
them  that  to  clear  the  banks  it  was  impossible  to  keep  from  elevat¬ 
ing  over  them.  Their  batteries  were  of  various  calibers,  but  the 
greater  number  were,  I  think,  20-pounder  rifle  steel  guns,  with  here 
and  there  a  heavier  one. 

During  the  day  the  Neosho  was  struck  over  a  hundred  times,  but 
received  no  injury  whatever. 

After  dark  I  returned  to  the  end  of  our  line,  about  6  miles  below 
the  city. 

The"  7th  instant  we  were  employed  coaling  and  mending  one  of 
the  Neosho^s  steam  pipes,  which  was  leaking  badly,  and  also  repairing 
one  of  the  C  arondelet’’ s  boilers,  which  was  also  leaking  badly.  From 
the  7th  till  the  15th  little  was  done  below,  owing  to  the  severity  of 
the  weather,  and  very  low  water ;  yet  nothing  was  lost  by  this  delay, 
as  it  was  not  then  the  object  to  drive  the  rebel  batteries  entirely 
away  from  the  river,  but  rather  to  induce  them  to  remain  till  the 
army  was  ready  to  move,  as  they  were  in  such  a  position  that  we 
could  not  capture  them  as  long  as  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  held 
the  position  it  then  occupied.  Enclosed  please  find  copies  of  com¬ 
munications  from  General  Thomas’s  headquarters,  marked  “A”  and 
“  C,”  which  will  show  nearly  the  programme  pursued. 

While  the  boats  were  inactive  below  some  were  successfully  engaged 
above.  I  sent  Acting  Master  John  H.  Rice  (who  had  temporary 
command  of  the  Brilliant  during  the  illness  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Charles  G.  Perkins)  and  Acting  Master  Edmund  Morgan, 
U.  S.  S.  Spring-field ,  up  the  river  to  Carthage  to  cooperate  with  the 
army  in  that  quarter.  A  copy  of  a  letter  enclosed,  from  Brigadier 
General  [John  H.]  Hammond,  marked  “  B,”  will  show  in  what  man¬ 
ner  that  service  was  performed. 

On  the  11th  I  was  informed  by  General  [J.  L.]  Donaldson,  chief 
quartermaster,  that  a  number  of  steamers  and  barges  were  up  near 
the  mouth  of  Stone’s  River  after  wood,  and  that  he  wished  to  get 
them  down,  as  the  rebels  were  about  bringing  in  batteries  to  capture 
them.  I  sent  Acting  Master  Edmund  Morgan  up  to  bring  them 
below  (enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him),  which  was  success¬ 
fully  accomplished  that  night,  and  next  morning  at  daylight  a  rebel 
battery  was  posted  to  intercept  them,  but  fortunately  too  late  to  carry 
out  the  design. 

About  10  p.  m.  of  the  14th  I  received  a  note  from  headquarters, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  “  C.”  At  daylight  I  got  under 
way  with  the  following  boats,  viz,  Neosho ,  C arondelet ,  Moose ,  Rein¬ 
deer, ,  F airplay ,  Brilliant ,  and  Silver  Lake ,  for  the  purpose  of  attract¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  the  batteries  while  our  troops  were  moving  to 
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the  rear.  I  sent  the  Neosho ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Howard,  on  down  to  go  below  the  batteries,  feel  their  strength,  and 
then  return. 

The  Neosho  was  only  to  engage  them  to  attract  their  attention. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Howard  then  returned  to  where  I  was, 
just  above  their  works,  and  reported  but  four  guns  in  position.  These 
I  could  easily  have  silenced  and  driven  off,  but  our  army  had  not  yet 
advanced  su&ciently  to  insure  their  capture.  I  therefore  maneuvered 
around  above  them  till  in  the  afternoon,  when  our  cavalry  had 
reached  the  desired  position  in  the  rear;  the  Neosho  and  C arondelel 
then  moved  down  again  and  the  rebels,  finding  the  position  they  were 
in,  had  tried  to  remove  their  guns,  but  were  too  late;  our  cavalry 
closed  in  and  took  them  with  but  little  resistance.  Our  object  having 
been  thus  far  successfully  carried  out,  the  Neosho  and  Carondelet 
then  moved  down  to  opposite  Bell’s  Mills,  took  position,  and  tied 
up  to  the  right  bank  to  assist  our  cavalry  that  was  at  the  time 
considerably  annoyed  by  a  rebel  battery  of  four  guns  situated  on 
the  side  of  a  hill  back  from  the  river  about  half  a  mile.  A  few 
rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel  from  our  heavy  guns,  together  with 
the  firing  from  one  of  our  land  batteries  planted  on  a  hill  above  us, 
soon  silenced  the  rebels  and  scattered  the  supporting  column.  I  think 
this  battery  also  fell  into  possession  of  our  cavalry. 

It  was  now  getting  dark  very  fast,  and  not  knowing  the  exact 
position  our  forces  had  taken  the  firing  on  our  part  ceased  and  the 
boats  were  withdrawn  a  short  distance  above,  where  they  remained 
till  daylight  next  morning,  when  we  again  dropped  down  and  found 
our  forces  in  entire  and  undisputed  possession  of  the  field.  Having 
accomplished  all  that  I  could  on  this  end  of  the  line  I  returned  at 
once  to  Nashville,  and  not  having  received  any  reports  from  Acting 
Master  Morgan,  whom  I  had  left  above  the  city  to  give  me  informa¬ 
tion  of  movements  there,  I  sent  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glass- 
ford  on  up  the  river  with  the  Reindeer ,  Silver  Lake ,  and  F airplay 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  locality.  Having  made 
the  desired  reconnoissance  as  far  up  as  Stone’s  River  and  finding  all 
quiet,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glassford  returned  during  the 
night.  I  was  considerably  annoyed  by  Acting  Master  Morgan’s  not 
reporting  to  me  and  keeping  me  informed  of  affairs  above,  as  he 
should  have  done.  I  could  not  therefore  pass  the  matter  over  with¬ 
out  censuring  him  for  neglect  in  this  particular  and  for  not  exhibit¬ 
ing  a  little  more  enthusiasm  and  energy.  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
our  participation  in  the  stirring  events  of  the  last  fortnight  has  been 
attended  without  the  loss  of  life  on  our  side,  and  with  but  slight 
injury  to  any  of  the  boats.  Some  six  or  eight  men  in  the  turret  of 
the  Neosho  were  somewhat  bruised  and  scratched  in  the  face  by  a 
shell  striking  the  muzzle  of  one  of  the  guns  and  exploding,  but  in 
fact  our  casualties  are  too  trivial  to  mention. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Glass- 
ford  and  all  the  commanding  officers  for  their  promptness,  energy, 
and  efficiency  in  carrying  out  my  instructions  ancl  assisting  me  when¬ 
ever  it  lay  in  their  power.  In  fact,  every  officer  and  man  in  the 
command  exhibited  that  zeal  and  energy  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice 
John  Ditzenback,  quartermaster  on  the  Neosho.  During  the  engage- 
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ment  of  the  forenoon  of  the  6th  instant  all  our  flag  and  signal  staffs 
on  the  Neosho  were  shot  away  and  the  flag  lay  drooping  over  the 
wheelhouse.  As  soon  as  we  had  passed  the  upper  battery,  and  while 
yet  under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  musketry,  Pilot  John  H. 
Ferrell,  of  this  vessel,  who  was  with  me  on  the  Neosho ■,  and  John 
Ditzenback,  quartermaster  on  board  of  that  vessel,  went  out  of  the 
pilot  house  and,  taking  the  flag  from  where  it  lay,  tied  it  up  to  the 
stump  of  the  main  signal  staff,  which  was  the  highest  mast  we  had 
remaining. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Commanding  10th  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

[Enclosures.] 

A. 

FTeadquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville.  Tenn .,  December  13 ,  1861).. 

I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding, 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date,  and 
in  reply  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  should  there  really  be  a  change 
of  weather  and  a  rise  in  the  river  result  sufficient  to  enable  you  to 
move  your  fleet  with  facility,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  major-general 
commanding  to  have  you  cooperate  in  any  move  which  may  take  place 
against  the  enemy,  by  engaging  the  batteries  on  the  river  below  the 
city,  and  thus  attracting  their  attention  while  the  troops  are  in  mo¬ 
tion  against  the  enemy’s  position.  The  major-general  commanding 
returns  his  thanks  for  your  cordial  cooperation  heretofore,  as  well 
as  for  the  tender  of  your  services  in  future  movements,  of  which 
timely  notice  will  be  given  you.  The  major-general  commanding 
will  be  much  indebted  to  you  if  you  will  have  the  river  above  the 
city  as  far  up  as  Carthage — if  you  can  go  up  so  far — patrolled  by 
one  or  two  boats  of  your  fleet  constantly,  in  order  that  any  move¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction  may  be  instantly 
detected. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  H.  Ramsey, 

A  ssis  tant  A  dj u  taut-  General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


B. 

Cairo  Landing,  [Tenn.],  December  7.  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  just,  through  the  aid  of  the  steamer  Brilliant ,  under 
Acting  Master  J.  H.  Rice,  made  a  highly  useful  scout  through  the 
country  as  far  as  Lebanon. 

I  was  entirely  uninformed  as  to  the  assistance  to  be  afforded  me, 
and  was  therefore  not  prepared,  but  Captain  Rice  placed  his  boats 
at  my  disposal  at  once,  and  by  his  activity  and  efficient  management 
enabled  me  to  cross  nearly  225  men  and  horses  and  recross  them  with¬ 
out  accident  or  injury. 
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Allow  me  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  this  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  the  force  under  your  command.  My  relations  with  the  Navy  have 
always  been  pleasant  and  successful,  and  I  hope  they  may  remain 
so.  I  will  be  glad  to  do  anything  I  can  in  return. 

In  order  to  properly  watch  the  numerous  crossings  and  country 
in  my  front  and  the  country  beyond,  I  will  probably  again  require 
your  assistance,  as  I  have  by  order  destroyed  all  means  of  crossing. 
Again  thanking  you  and  Captain  Rice  in  immediate  command, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Hammond, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


C. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  December  If,  186 Jj. — 8  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding, 
to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  will  be  attacked  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning.  If  you  can  drop  down  the  river  and  engage  their  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  river  bank,  it  will  be  excellent  cooperation,  for  which 
the  major-general  commanding  will  be  much  obliged.  It  is  very 
probable  that  these  river  batteries  of  the  enemy  will  be  attacked  in 
rear  by  our  forces,  and  it  is  very  desirable  and  necessary  that  your 
fire  does  not  injure  the  attacking  force,  and  to  this  end  it  is  advisable 
you  should  be  informed  of  the  proposed  attack. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  H.  Ramsey, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Below  Nashville ,  Tenn.,  December  11, 186 4. 

Sir:  There  are  some  barges  and  steamers  up  the  river  about  the 
mouth  of  Stone’s  River  which  it  is  desired  to  bring  below,  as  it  is 
believed  the  rebels  are  about  to  establish  a  battery  at  or  near  that 
point.  I  think  that,  with  due  precaution,  judgment,  and  quick  ac¬ 
tion,  you  can  accomplish  this  work.  You  must  be  very  cautious, 
and  be  sure  to  keep  your  vessel  and  the  steamers  while  getting  the 
barges  in  such  a  position  as  not  to  let  the  enemy  get  batteries  below  or 
abreast  of  you.  This  is  a  delicate  and  important  duty,  and  in  trust¬ 
ing  it  to  you  I  hope  the  result  will  be  every  way  successful  and 
creditable  to  the  Navy.  I  would  send  the  Neosho,  but  at  the  present 
stage  of  water  and  severity  of  the  weather  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
do  anything  with  her. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  Comdg.  10th  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  E.  Morgan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Springfield. 
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[Telegram  ] 

Clarksville,  December  7,  186 A 

Am  coaling.  Where  is  Fitch  ?  Please  acquaint  him  with  my  arrival. 
Shall  ascend  as  far  as  the  fast-falling  river  allows. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  7,  186 If — 9:15  p.  m. 
Your  dispatch  of  8  p.  m.  is  just  received.  Captain  Fitch  is  here 
and  will  go  down  the  river  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  as  far 
as  Harpeth  Shoals. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  II .  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  8 ,  186 A 

General  Thomas  is  out  on  the  lines.  General  Whipple  has  taken 
your  dispatches  to  him  and  will  answer  you  as  soon  as  possible,  in  an 
hour  at  outside. 

Henry  Stone, 

Assistant  Ad jutant-General.  • 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Missisippi  Squadron,  Clarksville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  8 ,  1861f. 
I  have  just  come  in  and  will  be  happy  to  talk  with  you. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi' Squadron,  Clarksville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8,  186 A 

I  am  in  the  telegraph  office  to  talk  with  you  and  settle  on  plan. 
I  will  stay  here  most  willingly,  taking  chance  of  wintering  here  if 
you  think  it  best,  or  even  wish  it. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


General  Thomas. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 
[Telegram.] 


655 


Please  reply  to  my  offer. 


Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


Clarksville,  December  8 ,  186 J+. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Immediate.]  Nashville,  December  8 ,  1864.. 

I  was  out  on  the  lines  when  your  dispatch  came.  I  will  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  will  remain  until  we  get  rid  of  the  enemy,  or  until 
the  river  rises. 

Geo.  PI.  Thomas, 

M ajar- General ,  G ommanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Clarksville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8, 1864 — 4-  45  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  received.  I  will  cheerfully  remain  here,  as  you 
desire.  Please  inform  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitch,  who  has  not 
communicated  with  me  to-day,  as  he  proposed,  of  this.  Can  you 
send  a  cipher  operator  here? 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  [ December ]  8 ,  1864 — 11  a,  m. 

Since  telegraphing  you  I  have  seen  the  harbor  master,  who  informs 
me  this  vessel  can  not  cross  Davis’s  Ripple,  and  my  pilots  state  that 
unless  I  go  down  immediately  this  deep-draft  vessel  can  not  get  out 
of  the  river  and  will  in  all  probability  have  to  remain  all  winter. 
I  therefore  now  return  down  the  river.  Plave  seen  the  colonel  com¬ 
manding  and  offered  to  convoy  what  transports  he  may  wish  to  send 
away,  though  General  Donaldson’s  telegram  provides  for  keeping 
them  here.  I  will  attend  to  General  Lyon’s  force,  which,  I  am 
informed,  will  attempt  to  cross  the  river  below  this.  I  deeply  regret 
not  having  met  a  rise  to  allow  a  junction  of  my  force  to  cooperate 
against  the  batteries  which  are  now  inaccessible  to  my  ironclads. 

S.  P.  Lee. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  G.  IT.  Thomas. 
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[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8 ,  1864 • — -12:30  p.  m. 
Telegram  received.  I  will  take  the  convoy  down,  as  you  desire, 
or  will  remain  to  take  the  chance  of  wintering  here  if  you  think  it 
■justifiable. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8 , 1864 . 

P>est  pilots  here  report  5  feet  4  inches  on  Harpeth  Shoals  and  river 
falling  rapidly,  especially  below.  My  pilots  urge  that  this  heavy 
vessel  can  not  get  up  and  can  not  get  over  the  bars  below  unless  she 
moves  down  immediately.  Please  ascertain  if  there  is  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  a  rise  above.  Do  you  wish  convoy  down  given  to  trans- 
joorts  now  here,  or  shall  they  stay  irrespective  of  my  movements, 
which  must  be  governed  by  the  stage  of  the  river?  Cincinnati  must 
not  be  caught  above  the  bars. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  8 ,  1864 — 5:30  p.  m. 

Your  three  dispatches  of  11  a.  m.  and  12:30  p.  m.,  and  a  later 
dispatch  not  timed,  have  just  been  handed  to  me.  They  were  taken 
by  one  of  my  staff  officers  to  follow  me  up  while  on  the  lines,  and  he 
has  just  returned.  I  regret  not  having  received  them  sooner.  As 
I  write  this,  your  dispatch  of  4:45  p.  m.  has  just  been  handed  me 
from  telegraph  office.  Will  inform  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  as 
you  request,  and  will  send  you  a  cipher  operator  if  they  have  one 
here. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  Commanding  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville . 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  8,  1864 — 7  V- 
I  have  just  received  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 
Avho  says  he  is  informed  that  the  enemy  has  crossed  the  river  below 
Harpeth.  I  will  be  much  obliged,  if  the  Cincinnati  can  get  up  to  the 
Harpeth  Shoals,  if  you  patrol  the  river  between  Clarksville  and 
Harpeth  Shoals  and  destroy  their  pontoon  bridge,  if  they  have  one 
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laid  down  I  shall  thank  you  if  you  will  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
report  of  the  enemy’s  crossing  the  river. 


.  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-  General,  U .  S.  Volunteers,  C ommanding . 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8,  1861^—8:1^5  p.  m. 

Tour  two  telegrams  of  5:30  and  7  pm.  just  received.  I  am  in¬ 
formed  here  that  this  ironclad  can  not  cross  Davis’s  Ripple,  which  is 
1  o  miles  from  here  and  considered  the  foot  of  Harpeth  Shoals.  Mv 
pilot  savs  Cumberland  River  shoals  gradually  from  Davis’s  Ripple, 
where  there  is  now  7  feet,  rather  less  than  we  draw,  to  Harpeth 
River  and  the  head  of  Harpeth  Shoals  is  2  miles  farther  up,  at 
Harpeth  Island,  where  the  shoalest  water  is,  but  it  runs  swift  there. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  enemy  is  now  inaccessible  to  the  iron¬ 
clads  along  an  extent  of  17  miles.  If  I  move  up  to  Davis’s  Ripple, 
this  place,  will  be  left  exposed,  and  X  am  told  the  water  runs  swift 
there,  which  would  not  be  as  favorable  to  crossing  as  some  inter- 
mediate  portion  of  the  shoal,  with  landings  and  with  roads  leading 
to  and  from  it. 

I  will,  however,  reconnoiter  to  the  foot  of  the  shoal  if  desired.  It 
is  likely  the  enemy  would  cross  at  the  landing  marked  “  Williams  ” 
on  the  map  and  called  Hinton’s  on  the  lower  point  of  Harpeth  River. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Real'- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  giving  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  near  Robin¬ 
son’s  Island. 


U.  S.  S.  Neosho, 

Robinson's  Island,  December  8, 1861. 

General:  There  is  a  portion  of  the  enemy — cavalry,  I  think — 
across  the  river,  and,  I  suppose,  foraging.  The  force  is  represented 
to  be  pretty  strong.  They  were  moving  up  the  river  to  strike  the 
Springfield  pike,  taking  cattle  and  everything  within  reach.  They 
crossed  well  down  the  river,  below  the  mouth  of  Harpeth,  I  am  told. 
The  water  is  getting  so  low  that  I  can  not  get  down  that  far  with 
the  heavy  boats.  I  asked  the  admiral  by  telegraph  this  morning  to 
let  the  Cincinnati  come  up  as  far  as  possible;  she  ought  to  get  near 
that  point.  I  will  go  down  as  far  as  possible  with  these  boats,  but 
fear  I  can  not  more  than  reach  Ashland.  If  I  get  aground,  the  boats 
will  be  useless,  as  the  river  is  falling  so  fast  that  I  fear  we  can  not 
get  off  again  before  a  rise.  I  will  have  to  move  down  without  the 
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company  of  soldiers,  as  it  would  not  now  be  safe  for  only  one  com¬ 
pany  to  venture  on  the  reconnoissance.  I  will  try  to  get  back  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  may  be  detained  a  day  or  two,  bub,  if  possible,  will 
cret  to  where  they  crossed,  and  if  there  is  a  pontoon  will  destroy  it. 
I  could  not  stop  to  gather  further  information,  as  I  wished  to  get  the 
word  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comdg.  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  N  ashville,  1  enn. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  <§,  186 1^. 

Quartermaster  Donaldson’s  dispatch  to  Captain  V  illiams  just 
shown  me.  From  want  of  water,  the  C'inc'innat'i  can  not  rernam 
here,  and  there  is  no  other  gunboat  here.  Your  final  dispositions 
in  regard  to  transports  should  be  promptly  made.  I  move  down. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas, 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  8 , 186 L 

Your  two  dispatches  just  received.  Under  the  .circumstances  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  the  transports  down  with  you, 
and  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  convoy  them. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Clarksville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  8,  186 lj — 11:30  a.  m. 

If  there  is  a  probability  of  the  enemy  planting  a  battery  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  to  destroy  transports,  I  would  suggest  that 
they  drop  back  to  Fort  Donelson,  where,  under  the  bluff,  they  would 
be  comparatively  safe.  Admiral  Lee  is  compelled  to  leave  here  for 
want  of  water.  I  have  no  news  of  an  enemy  in  this  vicinity. 

A.  A.  Smith, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Post. 

Brigadier-General  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Glassford,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 

re^rdinS  reconnoissance  of  U.  S.  steamers  Brilliant  and 
Springfield  to  Carthage,  Tenn. 


U.  S.  S.  Silver  Lake,  December  8 , 186 If. 
General:  The  gunboats  Brilliant  and  Springfield  have  just  re¬ 
turned  from  up  river.  There  is  no  force  on  the  river  between  this 
point  and  Carthage.  Breckinridge  is  reported  at  Sparta  Avith  about 
3,000  men,  though  with  what  reliability  Ave  can  not  say. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Glassford, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U .  S.  Navy. 
Major-General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  Nashville .  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Nashville,  December  8 , 186  f — 9: 30  p.  m. 

No  material  change  has  been  discovered  in  the  enemy’s  position  to¬ 
day.  He  attempted  to  advance  his  picket  line  on  the  Franklin  Road, 
but  was  driven  back.  With  every  exertion  on  the  part  of  General 
Wilson  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  his  force  of  cavalry  in  condition  to 
move  before  Sunday.  I  have  a  report  from  the  river  as  high  up  as 
Carthage.  No  body  of  the  enemy  can  be  seen  or  heard  of.  I  also 
have  information  that  there  is  no  enemy  betAveen  Carthage  and 
Albany,  Ky.  There  are  two  ironclads  above  Harpeth  Shoals,  on  the 
Cumberland  River,  and  Admiral  Lee  is  at  Clarksville  Avith  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  I  have  requested  him  to  patrol  the  river  from  Clarksville  to 
Harpeth  so  as  to  discover  and  effectually  prevent  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  cross  below. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U .  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

T V ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Major-General  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Moore,  U.  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  the  services  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Moose. 

Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

•  N ashville ,  Tenn.,  December  8 , 186 f. 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  state  that 
the  U.  S.  S.  Moose  (a  tinclad)  will  be  at  the  extremity  of  your  lines 
on  the  river,  and  he  desires  that  you  send  one  large  company  of  in¬ 
fantry  on  board  with  one  day’s  rations  as  a  guard  for  the  boat.  The 
boat  will  return  to-day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Hough, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Moore, 

Commanding  Third  Division. 
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[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  9 , 1864- 
I  reconnoitered  the  river  to-day  as  far  as  the  best  pilots  thought 
practicable,  but  saw  nor  heard  nothing  of  interest. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  9 ,  186 A 

Your  dispatch  of  8:45  p.  m.  is  received.  It  was  not  my  inten¬ 
tion,  in  requesting  to  have  the  river  patrolled  up  to  Harpeth,  to  wish 
the  gunboat  to  remain  there,  but  simply  that  the  position  be  recon¬ 
noitered,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  re¬ 
ported  crossing  of  the  enemy  below  Harpeth.  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  have  the  river  patrolled  as  proposed,  and  I  will 
request  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  to  have  the  same  done  from 
this  point  down  to  Harpeth. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  9, 1864- — 8:30  p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  is  just  received.  If  you  have  any  gun¬ 
boats  at  Clarksville  with  you  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  send  as 
many  as  you  can  spare  to  Smithland  to  convoy  transports  with 
cavalry  on  board  as  far  up  the  river  as  Clarksville.  I  have  not  heard 
from  Captain  Fitch  since  he  started  down  the  river  this  morning. 

Geo.  II.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  TJ .  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  9, 1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Telegram  received.  Unfortunately  all  the  gunboats  of  this  divi¬ 
sion  are  above  the  shoals,  none  here.  I  expect  two  at  Smithland 
to-morrow  or  next  day,  prepared  to  convoy. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  11,  186 J, \ — J  V •  m- 
Colonel  Smith  at  Clarksville  reports  the  capture  [9th]  by  rebel 
General  Lyon  of  two  steamers,  and  the  crossing  of  the  river  by  his 
force  on  the  captured  boats.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  whether 
you  can  not  send  down  the  river  and  recapture  the  boats  and  destroy 
the  enemy’s  force.  If  you  can  do  so,  I  shall  be  much  indebted  to 
you,  as  it  is  very  important  service.  The  boats  were  captured  at 
Cumberland  City. 

Geo.  IL  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Cincinnati, 

Cipher.]  Clarksville ,  December  11,  1861j — 5  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  is  just  brought  off  by  the  cipher  operator.  It  is 
probable,  from  the  personal  reports  of  the  steamboat  captain  and 
pilots,  that  three  boats  have  been  captured  and  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  and  that  General  Lyon  has  crossed  the  river.  I  should  im¬ 
mediately,  upon  hearing  of  the  enemy’s  operations,  have  gone  down 
the  river  to  the  point  of  crossing,  but  that  it  is  below  a  shoal  where 
there  is  not  water  enough  for  this  vessel.  Colonel  Smith  has  sent 
me  word  that  the  rebels  were  coming  into  the  lower  part  of  this 
town,  and,  since,  that  he  believes  their  movement  is  a  feint.  I  ex¬ 
pect  two  gunboats  and  two  transports  with  ammunition  for  Fitch 
up  the  river  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  and  am  further  disap¬ 
pointed  at  not  being  able  to  meet  and  convoy  them. 

*  S.  P.  Lee,  _ 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  13, 1861^—1+:  30  p.  m. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  Peosta ,  stationed  at  Padu¬ 
cah,  telegraphs,  under  date  of  11th,  6  p.  m.,  that  he  had  just  been 
93  miles  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  where  he  learned  that  General  Lyon 
had  crossed  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  with  2,000  cavalry  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  marching  for  Clarksville.  The  Peosta  towed  to 
Paducah  two  large  barges  and  two  boats,  in  which  the  rebels  crossed 
the  Tennessee  Eiver.  I  hear  there  were  two  hay  barges  left  at  John¬ 
son  ville  after  the  affairs  of  November  4.  I  infer  that  the  presence 
of  this  vessel  diverted  the  rebels  from  making  an  attack  on  the  trans¬ 
ports  here  and  induced  them  to  take  up  a  position  below  bars  which 
we  could  not  cross  at  the  present  stage  of  water.  I  have  no  intelli¬ 
gence  from  my  gunboats,  which  are  due  here  to-day. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Thomas. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  13 ,  186!+ — 8 : 30  p.  m. 

Please  see  my  telegram  of  this  date  and  time  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Fitch.  Will  give  convoy  down  to  convoy  transports  as  soon 
as  you  wish.  Lieutenant  Naile  heard  at  Cumberland  City  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Lyon  had  two  guns  at  Paducah  and  Fort  Donelson.  General 
Lyon  was  reported  to  have  from  five  to  nine  guns,  hi  aile  heard  along 
the  river  that  Lyon  had  gone  to  Hopkinsville.  Two  or  three  trans¬ 
ports  declined  convoy  from  Smithland.  The  brigade  of  cavalry  had 
not  arrived  there.  I  will  have  three  good  tinclads  to  convoy  it  up  as 
soon  as  those  here  return. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  13, 1861+ — 8:30  p.  m. 

Your  two  telegrams  of  8th  instant  sent  to  Mound  City  just  received 
by  gunboats  Nos.  19,  33,  and  15,  which  bring  two  coal  barges  and  a 
full  regulation  supply  of  ammunition  for  you.  The  Benefit  left 
Smithland  at  1  a.  m.  Sunday  for  Louisville  with  the  ammunition  de¬ 
sired.  'What,  sort  of  works  and  guns  did  you  engage  on  the  8th, 
where,  and  with  what  effect  ?  The  endurance  of  the  Neosho  is  gratify¬ 
ing.  Lieutenant  Naile  was  delayed  by  searching  for  rebel  ammuni¬ 
tion  opposite  Cumberland  City,  where  he  captured  nine  boxes  of 
carbine  cartridges  and  one  caisson.  I  will  give  army  transports  con¬ 
voy  from  here  as  soon  as  desired. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  13, 1861+ — 11:30  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  of  11th  instant  is  just  received.  Lieutenant  Naile, 
with  two  gunboats  convoying  two  naval  transports  loaded  with  100 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  your  vessels  and  towing  two  coal  barges 
were  to  have  left  Smithland  last  Sunday  morning.  I  have  no  in¬ 
telligence  of  him  since  he  left  Mound  City  Saturday  morning.  The 
Peosta  returned  to  Paducah  Sunday  morning  with  two  large  barges 
and  two  boats,  in  which  Forrest  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  near 
Welch  Bridge  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  13,  18611 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  8  a.  m.,  14th.) 

There  is  no  change  in  the  enemy’s  position  in  my  front  to-day.  At 
length  there  are  indications  of  a  favorable  change  in  the  weather, 
and  as  soon  as  there  is  I  shall  move  against  the  enemy,  as  everything 
is  ready  and  prepared  to  assume  the  offensive.  I  have  heard  from 
Clarksville  to-day,  the  wires  being  in  working  order  to  that  place. 
Two  gunboats  and  a  transport  had  arrived  there  from  below  and  re¬ 
port  that  the  rebel  General  Lyon’s  means  of  recrossing  the  Cumber¬ 
land  were  destroyed.  I  have  ample  force  in  pursuit  of  him  to  effectu¬ 
ally  destroy  him,  and  I  have  no  apprehension  about  the  Louisville 
and  Nashville  Railroad.  The  Cumberland  River  is  constantly 
patrolled  as  high  up  as  Carthage,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  I  am  in  hopes  of  a  sufficient 
rise  in  the  river  to  enable  me  to  use  the  gunboats  in  reopening  the 
Cumberland  as  far  as  Nashville. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 

XJ.  S.  Army,  responding  to  request  for  a  patrol  of  the  river  above  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Below  Nashville,  December  13,  186V 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let¬ 
ter  *  of  this  date.  I  will  have  a  patrol  of  the  river  kept  up  above  as 
requested  and  do  all  in  my  power  to  fill  all  the  wishes  the  general 
commanding  may  designate.  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  may  before  this 
time  to-morrow  be  cheered  by  better  prospects  as  to  weather  and 
water.  If  the  weather  and  water  will  permit,  I  will  surely  give  the 
rebel  batteries  below  sufficient  amusement  to  keep  them  occupied,  and 
at  the  same  time  try  to  induce  them  to  bring  as  many  guns  on  the 
river  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Captain  Robert  H.  Ramsey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
U.  S.  Army,  requesting  timely  notice  in  case  of  required  cooperation. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Below  Nashville,  December  13,  186V 
General  :  The  indication  of  the  weather  is  such  to-day  I  think  we 
may  soon  look  for  a  change,  probably  by  morning.  If  you  make  any 
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move  in  which  I  can  be  of  any  service,  please  give  me  timely  notice, 
as  the  river  is  now  so  low  that  I  can  not  move  but  one  of  the  heavy 
boats,  and  I  will  have  to  drop  her  down  below  Robinson’s  Island  by 
hand;  that  is,  by  lines,  which  will  be  slow  work;  it  is  so  bad  there 
that  I  can  not  trust  to  steam  to  take  her  through.  If  there  is  a 
change  in  the  weather  so  that  the  men  can  move  on  the  monitor  to 
handle  her,  I  will  commence  moving  in  the  morning  early. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Rot  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Gomdr .,  Comdg.  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  fJashville,  Tenn. 


Order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Wilson,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Johnson, 
U.  S.  Army,  for  the  capture  of  battery  at  Bell’s  Landing  when  attacked  by 
gunboat. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalrt  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  December  14,  186 If. 

General:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Commodore  Fitch 
will  drop  down  in  the  morning  and  open  on  the  rebel  battery  at  Bell’s 
Landing.  This  battery  is  opposite  and  near  Davidson’s  house  as  was 
supposed,  and  the  general  commanding  thinks,  by  moving  with 
rapidity,  you  can  capture  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Alexander, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Brigadier-General  R.  W.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Sixth  Division  Cavalry  Corps. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  14,  1864 — H  a.  m. 

I  am  ready  to  give  convoy  down.  Please  say  if  convoy  is  required 
up?  When?  Whether  of  freight  or  troops? 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  14, 1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 

(Received  2:50  p.  m.) 

Yours  received  since  mine  of  11  a.  m.  Yesterday  Lieutenant  Naile 
-saw  the  burned  wrecks  of  four  steamboats  near'  Cumberland  City 
and  captured  one  large  barge  on  right  bank  there.  Lyon  has  no 
visible  means  of  recrossing.  I  can  not  pronounce  transports  perfectly 
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safe  on  a  long,  shoal,  crooked,  and  narrow  river,  with  high  banks 
and  hills,  where  a  mounted  enemy  with  artillery  occupying  the  coun¬ 
try  is  ready  to  attack  them  suddenly  in  different  localities.  Our  rifle- 
proof  river  steam  gunboats  can  generally  protect  transports,  but  there 
is  unavoidable  risk  in  places  in  such  convoys,  especially  in  troops  and 
cavalry,  which  ought  not  to  be  encumbered  unnecessarily  by  the  trans¬ 
ports.  The  best  plan  is  to  capture  the  batteries,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear 
you  have  the  means  of  preventing  Lyon’s  stay  or  escape  inland. 
Quartermaster  here  will  not  be  ready  until  to-morrow  afternoon. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Nashville,  December  IV  1861, \ — 8  p.  m. 

Your  dispatches  of  11  a.  m.  and  1 : 30  p.  m.  are  received. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  transports  now  at 
Clarksville  to  go  down  the  river  as  soon  as  unloaded.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  well  not  to  bring  up  any  convoy  from  Smithlancl  for  the 
present,  but  let  all  transports  remain  there  until  Lyon  is  disposed 
of  and  the  river  is  safe.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  continue 
to  have  the  river  constantly  patrolled  and  report  to  me  any  movements 
discovered. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  Ky.,  December  IV  186V 
Admiral  :  Can  you  inform  me  about  the  movements  of  Lyon  ?  Has 
he  crossed  the  river  yet?  Please  answer. 

S.  Meredith, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,. 

Clarksville ,  T enn. 


[Telegram.] 


Paducah,  Ky.,  December  IV  186V 


Admiral:  Please  allow  Captain  Thomas  E.  Smith  and  gunboat 
Peosta  to  remain  here.  I  would  like  to  send  him  up  the  river  on  a 
reconn oissance.  I  am  about  to  take  the  field  against  Lyon  at  Danville 
and  want  to  find  out  all  particulars  about  his  movements. 
Respectfully, 

S.  Meredith, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville ,  T enn. 
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[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  11,,  186 1, — 6:15  p.  m. 

Your  two  telegrams  of  this  date  just  received.  Lyon  understood  to 
be  at  Hopkinsville.  Have  no  knowledge  that  he  has  recrossed  the 
river.  I  now  telegraph  gunboat  Peosta  to  make  the  reconnoissance 
you  wish  as  far  as  practicable,  though  she  is  wanted  to  convoy  on  the 
Cumberland.  Captain  Smith  will  always  comply  with  your  request 
when  not  incompatible  with  the  duty  assigned  him  by  myself  or  his 
division  officers. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  S.  Meredith. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  li, [,  186 1, — 8: 30  p.  m. 

Your  two  telegrams  of  4:30  p.  m.  and  8:30  p.  m.  yesterday  are 
received. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  your  ironclad  at  Clarksville 
prevented  Lyon  from  moving  up  opposite  that  place  and  destroying 
the  transports.  General  Meredith  telegraphed  me  of  the  reconnois¬ 
sance  of  your  gunboat  up  the  Tennessee  River.  As  I  hear  from  all 
directions  that  Lyon  has  gone  to  Hopkinsville,  I  think  the  trans¬ 
ports  now  at  Clarksville  could  be  convoyed  down  the  river  with  per¬ 
fect  safety.  Although  not  so  stated  in  your  dispatch,  I  infer  from 
what  you  have  said  that  Lyon’s  means  of  crossing  the  Cumberland 
have  either  been  taken  possession  of  or  destroyed,  and  as  I  have  a 
force  after  Lyon  I  have  great  hopes  of  capturing  him. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  15,  1861,. — 6: 1,5  a.  m. 

I  sent  two  gunboats  at  4  o’clock  this  morning,  accompanied  by 
an  Army  transport  and  twenty  men  furnished  by  Colonel  Smith, 
which  destroyed  about  twenty  of  Lyon’s  canoes  and  skiffs  and  brought 
away  two  artillery  barges  found  near  Cumberland  and  in  creeks. 
None  of  burned  transports  interfere  with  channel. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admired,  etc. 

General  Thomas. 


Cipher.] 


[Telegram.] 


Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  15,  1861, — 5:30  p.  m. 

(Received  7 : 15  p.  m.) 

Telegram  just  received  from  commanding  officer  of  Black  Hawk, 
at  Smithland.  Reports  force  of  900  rebels,  with  2  guns,  at  Eddyville. 
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Three  gunboats  convoying  transports  from  here  had  got  off  before 
it  was  received  here.  I  have  ordered  an  ironclad  and  heavy  gun¬ 
boats,  just  arrived  at  Mound  City,  from  there  to  Eddyville,  thence 
as  far  up  as  stage  of  water  will  allow. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  T'enn.,  December  15 , 1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Commanding  officer  of  the  Blade  Hawk  telegraphs  that  transport 
Naugatuck  was  fired  into  by  artillery  and  infantry  at  Kelley’s  Cross¬ 
ing,  12  miles  below  Eddyville,  by  Lyon’s  force,  and  that  our  scouts 
report  eight  guns  at  Kelley’s  Crossing. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Smithland,  December  15,  1864- 

Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  Seventeenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  has  re¬ 
turned.  Reports  going  within  9  miles  of  Eddyville,  this  side  of  the 
river.  A  portion  of  Lyon’s  force  is  across  the  river.  Captain  Flye, 
commanding  gunboat  \Bexington\  at  this  post,  has  furnished  me 
with  two  12-pounder  howitzers  and  men  to  work  them.  I  am  now 
taking  them  to  the  fort,  and,  when  mounted,  I  am  ready  for  the 
enemv  if  they  are  disposed  to  come.  Send  Captain  Bush,  Forty- 
eighth  Kentucky,  back  with  his  arms  and  ammunition  as  soon  as 
possible.  Received  your  dispatch  sending  reinforcement, 

Henry  P.  Reed, 
Captain ,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  James  Graham, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Thomas’  Headquarters, 

[Nashville,]  December  15, 1864- 

Your  two  dispatches  received.  We  have  turned  the  enemy  s  left  , 
carried  three  or  four  redoubts  and  enemy’s  main  line,  captured 
1  000  prisoners,  16  pieces  of  artillery,  14  wagons,  and  Chalmers 
headquarters  train.  Our  loss  probably  500  killed  and  wounded. 
n  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 
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[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  15 ,  1861^ — 10  p.  m. 
Please  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  telegram  informing  me 
of  General  Thomas’s  important  success,  and  make  my  warm  congrat¬ 
ulations  to  the  general. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Brigadier-General  W.  D.  Whipple. 


letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
IT.  S.  Army,  referring  to  capture  of  Confederate  battery  at  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  Moose, 

Robinson's  Island,  Cumberland  River ,  December  15,  186 Jf. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  this  date,  and  am  happy  to  state  in  reply  that  things  here 
are  working  well.  Our  forces  have  captured  the  guns  in  the  upper 
rebel  battery  on  the  river.  There  was  another  battery  back  from 
the  river  near  the  landing.  I  think  the  forces  on  shore  and  the 
monitor  silenced  it,  as  we  did  not  hear  from  it  after  dark.  At  dark 
I  withdrew  my  boats,  fearing  they  might  by  accident  fire  into  our 
own  men.  I  am  just  above  the  batteries  to-night;  will  move  at  earlv 
daylight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  William  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  16,  1861^—10  a.  m. 

(Received  11:10  a.  m.) 

General  Thomas’s  attack  yesterday  upon  Hood’s  left,  supported  by 
the  Tenth  Division  of  this  squadron,  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Chalmers’  headquarters  train,  with  papers,  1,000  prisoners,  and  16 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  probable  loss  to  the  army  not  exceeding  500 
killed  and  wounded.  Attack  will  be  continued  this  morning. 

S.  P.  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  17,  1861+. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receiving  and  to  thank  you  for 
the  early  telegraphic  copy  of  your  admirable  official  report  to  the 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


669 


President  of  your  great  and  glorious  victory  over  the  enemy  of  our 
country  and  of  mankind  on  the  15th  and  16th  instant.  I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  our  whole  country  will  now  or  here¬ 
after  appreciate  the  generalship,  statesmanship,  and  patriotism  of 
your  campaign,  resulting  in  the  general  defeat  of  General  Hood’s 
army,  in  which  centered  the  strength  and  hopes  of  (half)  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  with  little  loss  under  great  difficulties  and  with  probably  politi¬ 
cal  consequences  more  important  than  have  followed  the  previous 
achievements  of  the  war.  Permit  me  on  this  occasion  to  express  my 
humble  admiration  of  your  distinguished  public  service,  which 
evinces  all  the  high  qualities  of  virtue,  patriotism,  and  ability  char¬ 
acteristic  of  our  first  great  countryman. 

Respectfully  and  faithfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  16 ,  1861/.. 

Please  accept  for  yourself,  officers,  and  men  the  nation’s  thanks 
for  your  goocl  work  of  yesterday.  You  made  a  magnificent  begin¬ 
ning.  A  grand  consummation  is  within  your  easy  reach.  Do  not 
let  it  slip. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Major-General  Thomas, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Eiqht  miles  from  Nashville ,  December  16,  1861/— 6  p.  m. 

(Received  5:30  a.  m.,  17th.) 

This  army  thanks  you  for  your  approbation  of  its  conduct  yester¬ 
day,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  is  not  misplaced.  I  have  the  honor 
to  "report  that  the  enemy  has  been  pressed  at  all  points  to-day  on 
his  line  of  retreat  to  the  Brentwood  Hills,  and  Brigadier-General 
Hatch,  of  Wilson’s  corps  of  cavalry,  on  the  right,  turned  the  enemy’s 
left  and  captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  number  not  yet  re¬ 
ported.  Major-General  Schofield’s  troops,  next  on  the  left  of  cav¬ 
alry,  carried  several  heights,  captured  many  prisoners  and  6  pieces 
artillery.  Brevet  Major-General  Smith,  next  on  left  of  Major- 
General  Schofield,  carried  the  salient  point  of  the  enemy’s  line  with 
McMillen’s  brigade,  of  McArthur’s  division,  capturing  16  pieces  of 
artillery,  2  brigadier-generals,  and  about  2,000  prisoners.  Brigadier- 
General  Garrard’s  division,  of  Smith’s  command,  next  on  the  left  of 
McArthur’s  division,  carried  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  capturing 
all  the  artillery  and  troops  of  the  enemy  on  the  line.  Brigadier- 
General  Wood’s  corps,  on  the  Franklin  pike,  took  up  the  assault, 
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carrying  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  in  his  front,  captured  8  pieces  of 
artillery,  something  over  600  prisoners,  and  drove  the  enemy  within 
1  mile  of  the  Brentwood  Pass.  Major-General  Steedman,  command¬ 
ing  detachments  of  the  different  armies  of  the  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  most  nobly  supported  General  Wood’s  left  and  bore 
a  most  honorable  part  in  the  operations  of  the  day.  I  have  ordered 
the  pursuit  to  be  continued  in  the  morning  at  daylight,  although  the 
troops  are  very  much  fatigued.  The  greatest  enthusiam  prevails. 
I  must  not  forget  to  report  the  operations  of  Brigadier-General  J ohn- 
son  in  successfully  driving  the  enemy,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
gunboats,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch,  from  their  established 
batteries  on  the  Cumberland  River  below  the  city  of  Nashville,  and 
of  the  services  of  Brigadier-General  Croxton’s  brigade,  in  covering 
and  relieving  our  right  and  rear,  in  the  operations  of  yesterday  and 
to-day.  Although  I  have  no  report  of  the  number  of  prisoners  cap¬ 
tured  by  Johnson’s  and  Croxton’s  commands,  I  know  they  have  made 
a  large  number.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  number  of  pris¬ 
oners  captured  yesterday  greatly  exceeds  the  number  reported  by  me 
last  evening.  The  woods,  fields,  and  intrenchments  are  strewn  with 
the  enemy’s  small  arms,  abandoned  in  their  retreat.  In  conclusion,  I 
am  happy  to  state  that  all  this  has  been  effected  with  but  a  very  small 
loss  to  us.  Our  loss  does  not  probably  exceed  3,000  ;*  very  few  killed. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Vohonteers,  Commanding. 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  and 
Governor  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville. 


[Telegram.] 


Cipher.]  Near  Franklin,  December  17 , 1864—9:15  p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  is  received,  and  I  sincerely  thank  you 
for  your  very  flattering  congratulations.  I  have  directed  my  dis¬ 
patch  of  this  p.  m.  to  General  Halleck  to  be  sent  you  for  your  in¬ 
formation.  If  you  think  it  feasible,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you 
will  permit  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch  to  proceed  up  the  Tennessee 
River  with  one  or  two  ironclads  and  a  few  gunboats  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  Hood’s  pontoon  bridge  near  Florence,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  Duck  River,  where  it  is  reported  he  is  now  building  a  bridge. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 

[Endorsement.] 

Duck  River  is  147  miles  from  Florence.  Fitch  did  not  go.  He 
thought  he  ought  to  stay  on  the  Cumberland,  and  I  left  him.  He  was 
divisional  officer  of  the  Tennessee,  also,  at  that  period. 

L. 


*As  received  in  the  War  Department  this  read  300.  and  was  so  repeated  in 
Stanton’s  dispatches  to  Dix  and  others.  Corrected  in  Stanton  to  Dix,  in  Official 
Records  of  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  vol.  45,  pt.  2,  p.  228. 
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[Telegram.] 

SmithlanDj  Ky.,  December  17 ,  186 Ip. 

All  quiet  here.  A  number  of  citizens  from  Eddyville  and  Dycus- 
burg  arrived  during  the  night,  some  of  whom  escaped  after  being 
conscripted.  From  all  the  information  that  I  can  get  Lyon  has  his 
force  divided  in  small  squads.  One  squad  was  near  Marion  yester¬ 
day.  The  parties  that  were  on  this  side  of  the-  river  have  recrossed. 
Captain  Flye,  with  the  Lexington ,  was  to  open  on  Eddyville  and 
Dycusburg  this  a.  m.  if  he  sees  any  of  them  in  these  places.  The 
river  is  now  being  patrolled  with  gunboats  from  here  to  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Tenn. 

Very  respectfully,  Henry  P.  Reed, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  James  Graham, 

A  ssis  tant  A  dju  tant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  17 ,  186 Ip — 6:20  p.  m. 
Convoy  arrived  at  Smithland  on  16th  without  encountering  oppo¬ 
sition.  Gunboats  actively  patrolling  river,  but  have  not  seen  or 
heard  of  rebel  force. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 


Clarksville,  December  18,  186 Ip — 11  a.  m. 


Your  telegram  9:15  yesterday  received  at  10:30  to-day,  with  a 
copy  of  your  highly  interesting  telegraphic  report  to  General  Hal- 
leck  of  yesterday -8  p.  m.,  for  which  please  accept  my  thanks,  with 
congratulations  on  the  additional  important  successes  of  your  de¬ 


partment. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral , 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga ,  December  18,  1861p. 

Major-General  Thomas  has  ordered  General  Granger  to  occupy 
Decatur  and  the  Decatur  road.  This  is  to  prevent  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Hood  to  cross  at  that  point.  Your  fleet  will  be  most 
effective  in  preventing  any  crossing  at  that  point.  I,  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  General  Thomas,  beg  your  earnest  cooperation  with 
General  Granger. 

Southard  Hoffman, 
Assistant  Ad  jut  ant- General. 

Commander  Forrest, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Bridgeport. 
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[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,,  Tenn.,  December  18,  1861/, — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  10  a.  m.,  20th.) 

The  active  naval  patrol  of  the  Mississippi  preventing  the  rebel 
armies  west  of  the  river  from  crossing  to  join  Hood,  as  required  by 
Jeff  Davis,  must  have  had  an  influential  bearing  on  the  successful 
result  of  this  campaign.  If  Lyon’s  mounted  troops  have  not  re¬ 
crossed  the  Cumberland  during  the  late  thick  fog,  they  will  be  cap¬ 
tured.  The  country  people  along  this  river  confidently  ^expected 
Hood  to  drive  the  Union  forces  out  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
The  great  disappointment  at  General  Thomas’s  victories  will  prob¬ 
ably  cause  the  Kentuckians,  Tennesseeans,  and  North  Alabamians 
to  desert  and  disperse  Hood’s  command.  I  shall  immediately  shift 
sufficient  force  to  destroy  Hood’s  pontoon  at  Duck  River  and  Flor¬ 
ence,  and  cut  off  Hood’s  and  Lyon’s  retreat,  if  stage  of  water  in  the 
•Tennessee  is  sufficient.  A  full  report  of  successful  naval  operations 
on  this  river  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  detailed  reports  are  received. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron  of  Mississippi . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  December  18,  186 J — 1:15  p.  m. 

I  thank  you  for  informing  me  that  Hood  has  a  pontoon  bridge  at 
Florence  and  is  reported  building  one  at  the  mouth  of  Duck  River. 
I  will  ascertain,  as  soon  as  the  existing  thick  fog  on  this  river  allows 
us  to  push  a  suitable  naval  force  up  the  Tennessee,  if  there  be  water 
enough  in  that  river  (under  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch)  to  de¬ 
stroy  these  bridges  and  cut  off  Hood’s  retreat  and  prevent  Lyon  re¬ 
crossing  Tennessee  River,  should  he  have  recrossed  the  Cumberland 
under  cover  of  fog. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Near  Spring  Hill,  December  18, 186\ \ — 7  p.  m. 

Your  dispatches  of  11  a.  m.  and  1:15  p.  m.  are  received.  I  am 
hopeful  that  the  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  River  of  the  ironclads 
and  gunboats  will  be  able  to  reach  Florence  within  six  days  from  the 
present  time,  as  that  will  be  just  about  the  right  time.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  if,  in  addition  to  the  movement  on  the  Tennessee  River 
mentioned  above,  you  will  be  as  well  prepared  as  possible  to  convoy 
either  from  Johnsonville  or  Clifton  a  fleet  of  transports  with  troops 
up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Florence.  I  speak  of  this  simply  that 
you  might  be  prepared  in  case  I  make  the  request.  Your  telegram  of 
6:20  is  just  received. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Clarksville. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  movement  of  transports, 

Black  Hawk, 
Smithland ,  December  19. 

Sir:  You  have  permission  to  remain  here,  agreeably  to  your  request 
of  this  date.  I  will  take  the  Silver  Lake  at  daylight  instead  of  the 
Moose. 

Yours,  etc.,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  etc. 

[Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch.] 

P.  S. — The  N aumkeag  will  go  with  me,  and  not  with  convoy  in  the 
morning.  Please  arrange  it  so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  with  the 
transports,  which  I  hear  are  ready  to  leave  in  the  morning. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Rutherford  Greek ,  December  20,  1861^ — 8  p.  m. 

*  *  *  On  the  17th  I  requested  Admiral  Lee  by  telegraph  to 

proceed  up  the  Tennessee  River  with  as  many  ironclads  as  he  could 
secure,  in  order  that  he  might  prevent  the  enemy  throwing  a  pontoon 
bridge  over  the  river  or  to  destroy  the  bridge  if  they  had  thrown  one 
overt  He  was  to  have  started  the  next  day.  I  have  also  made 
arrangements  to  throw  a  force  across  the  river  at  Decatur,  and  move 
to  Tuscumbia,  to  seize  the  bridge  at  Florence,  if  possible.  That  force 
started  three  days  ago,  and,  if  General  Granger  has  acted  vigorously, 
Decatur  should  be  in  our  possession  to-day.  If  the  expedition  against 
Tuscumbia  be  successful,  I  am  confident  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
capture  the  greater  part  of  Hood’s  army. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  W.  H.  Halleck, 

W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  the  Field,  December  21,  186V 

Did  you  receive  my  telegram  yesterday  about  convoying  steamers 
to  Eastport?  When  will  the  gunboats  be  ready? 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Nashville. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  21 ,  186j, \ — 12  m. 

Permit  me,  general,  to  urge  the  vast  importance  of  a  hot  pursuit 
of  Hood’s  army.  Every  possible  sacrifice  should  be  made,  and 
your  men,  for  a  few  days,  will  submit  to  any  hardship  and  privation 
to  accomplish  the  great  result.  If  you  can  capture  or  destroy  Hood’s 
army,  Sherman  can  entirely  crush  out  the  rebel  military  force  in  all 
the  Southern  States.  He  begins  a  new  campaign  about  the  1st  of 
January,  which  will  have  the  most  important  results  if  Hood’s  army 
can  now  be  used  up.  A  most  vigorous  pursuit  on  your  part  is  there¬ 
fore  of  vital  importance  to  Sherman’s  plans.  No  sacrifice  must  be 
spared  to  attain  so  important  an  object. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  the  Field ,  December  21 ,  186 Jj. 

Your  dispatch  of  12  m.  this  day  is  received.  General  Hood’s  army 
is  being  pursued  as  rapidly  and  as  vigorously  as  it  is  possible  for 
one  army  to  pursue  another.  We  can  not  control  the  elements,  and 
you  must  remember  that  to  resist  Hood’s  advance  into  Tennessee  I 
had  to  reorganize  and  almost  thoroughly  equip  the  force  now  under 
my  command.  I  fought  the  battles  or  the  15th  and  16th  instant  with 
the  troops  but  partially  equipped ;  and  notwithstanding  the  inclem¬ 
ency  of  the  weather  and  the  partial  equipment,  have  been  enabled 
to  drive  the  enemy  beyond  Duck  River.  *  *  * 

In  conclusion,  I  can  safely  state  that  the  army  is  willing  to  submit 
to  any  sacrifice  to  oust  Hood’s  army  or  to  strike  another  blow  which 
would  contribute  to  the  destruction  of  the  rebellion. 


Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

W ashington ,  I).  C. 


George  H.  Thomas, 

M  ajor-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

December  2£,  186Jj — 8  a.  m. 

Your  telegram  of  23d  instant  just  received.  I  am  now  and  shall 
continue  to  push  Hood  as  rapidly  as  the  state  of  the  weather  and  the 
roads  will  permit,  and  I  am  really  very  hopeful  that  either  General 
bteedman  or  Admiral  Lee  will  reach  the  Tennessee  River  in  time  to 
destroy  Hood  s  pontoon  bridge,  in  which  event  I  shall  certainly  be 
able  to  capture  or  destroy  the  entire  army  now  with  Hood. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point. 
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[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Richland  Creek ,  December  %5,  186 If. — 8:30  p.  m. 

Our  cavalry  drove  enemy  through  Pulaski  at  9  a.  m.  to-day.  For¬ 
rest’s  cavalry  on  full  run.  Rebel  army  is  literally  running  away, 
and  seems  to  be  making  for  Lamb’s  Ferry  and  Florence.  He  has 
been  thrown  off  his  intended  route  to  Decatur  by  fear  of  being  inter¬ 
cepted.  I  think  it  best  for  you  to  remain  as  long  as  possible  at 
Eastport,  or  at  least  until  we  ascertain  definitely  what  Hood  is 
trying  to  do. 


G.  H.  T., 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Via  Paducah ,  to  be  forwarded. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Richland  Creek ,  6  miles  from  Pulaski , 

December  25, 1864- — 10  p.  m. 

*  *  *  Have  not  yet  heard  from  Admiral  Lee,  but  feel  convinced 
that  the  water  in  the  Tennessee  enables  him  to  get  above  Eastport, 
and  he  is  performing  good  service  *  *  *. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

W ashmgton,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Pulaski ,  December  86,  1864 • 

General  Donaldson  has  been  ordered  to  send  the  transports  now 
at  Paducah  to  Eastport  under  convoy.  Will  you  please  furnish  the 
gunboats  and  order  them  to  remain  at  Eastport  until  a  cavalry 
force,  which  I  am  going  to  send  across  to  that  point,  arrives  there 
and  accomplishes  the  work  upon  which  it  is  sent? 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Major-  General . 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Via  Paducah. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Pulaski ,  December  26.  1864 • 

Order  the  transports  loaded  with  provisions  and  forage  now  at 
Paducah  up  the  Tennessee  to  Eastport,  under  convoy.  Request  Ad- 
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miral  Lee  to  order  the  gunboats  to  remain  at  Eastport  to  protect 
the  transports  until  a  cavalry  force  which  is  to  be  sent  across  to  that 
point  shall  arrive  and  accomplish  the  work  for  which  they  are  sent. 
Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  and  report  when  the  trans¬ 
ports  leave  Paducah.  Hold  the  steamers  loaded  for  the  same  point — 
now  at  Nashville — until  further  orders. 

Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Brigadier -General. 

Brigadier-General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Nashville. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  December  26, 186 1^. 

Naval  officer  at  Paducah  reports  Admiral  Lee  gone  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  with  five  or  six  gunboats  some  days  since.  Have  you  any  fur¬ 
ther  orders  for  me  about  shipment  of  supplies  to  go  up  Tennessee 
River?  General  Allen,  Louisville,  is  asking  same  .question. 

J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


Report  of  Colonel  Spalding,  IT.  S.  Army,  referring  to  shelling  of  Florence,  Ala., 

by  gunboats. 

Lexington,  Ala.,  December  27, 186\ \ — 2  p.  m. 

The  rear  guard  of  Forrest’s  command  passed  through  here  at  10 
a.  m.,  under  command  of  General  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army.  A  lady 
from  Florence  reports  that  on  the  25th  instant  the  enemy  were  trying 
to  pontoon  the  Tennessee  River  at  Bainbridge;  reports  that  they 
are  fortified  at  Bainbridge  to  protect  crossing  at  said  place;  bridge 
was  not  completed  Sunday  evening.  Gunboats  were  shelling  Florence 
this  morning.  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Spalding, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry „ 

Major-General  Wilson. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lee,  TT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Forrest,  IT.  S.  Navy,  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  December  27,  1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Tennessee  River,  January  18,  1865. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  M.  Forrest,  commanding  Eleventh  District,  re¬ 
ports  under  date  of  4th  instant  the  recent  operations  of  the  vessels 
in  that  district. 

After  assisting  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Decatur,  the  fleet 
was  occupied  m  occasionally  shelling  the  place.  After  the  engage¬ 
ments  at  Nashville,  General  Steedman  came  to  retake  Decatur.  The 
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gunboats  cooperated  and  the  place,  with  the  artillery  there,  was 
captured.  Lieutenant  Forrest  then  took  his  vessels  down  the  Elk 
River  Shoals,  which  they  could  not  pass.  There,  taking  armed  trans¬ 
ports,  he  went  down  to  Mussel  Shoals,  but  only  found  detached  por¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy’s  force  attempting  to  cross.  He  sent  out  expedi¬ 
tions  and  captured  several  of  these  parties,  among  them  a  staff  officer 
of  General  Ben  J.  Hill’s,  a  staff  officer  of  General  J.  A.  Smith,  and 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  cavalry  company,  with  his  command  and 
their  horses,  who  had  been  cut  off  by  our  cavalry;  also  a  captain  at 
home  on  furlough,  with  30  bales  of  his  cotton. 

The  gunboats  lost  3  killed  and  several  wounded  in  the  different  en¬ 
gagements.  The  General  Burnside  and  General  Thomas  were  each 
hulled  two  or  three  times. 

Lieutenant  Forrest  turned  his  prisoners  over  to  the  military 
authorities. 

I  have  directed  the  cotton  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasury  agent. 

Lieutenant  Forrest  states  that  the  upper  Tennessee  is  now  entirely 
free  of  the  enemy,,  except  small  bands  of  bushwhackers,  on  whom  he 
is  constantly  making  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Extract  from  report  of  Colonel  Harrison,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  of 
Decatur,  Ala.,  by  the  enemy,  December  27,  1864. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brigade,  Provisional  Div., 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Chattanooga ,  Tenn .,  January  12 ,  1865. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from  the  time  of 
its  leaving  Chattanooga  (November  29)  to  the  present  date. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  December  the  Provisional  Division 
had  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River 
about  2  miles  above  Decatur.  About  this  time  the  transports  bear¬ 
ing  the  colored  troops  and  the  gunboats  came  down  and  landed  in 
film  style  on  the  south  bank  opposite.  After  the  disembarkation  of 
those  troops  my  brigade  was  ferried  over  by  the  transports  and 
landed  on  the  south  side.  Soon  after  landing  the  enemy  opened 
with  a  section  of  artillery  and  dropped  some  shells  near  us^  but 
without  damage.  When  the  whole  command  had  crossed  we  were 
moved  over  the  mouth  of  a  bayou  which  completely  surrounded  the 
place  of  landing  and  put  in  position  on  a  ridge  beyond.  Very  soon 
after,  and  while  preparing  to  issue  rations,  received  an  order  to  move 
my  brigade  forward  and  form  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Salm’s  brigade, 
which  was  advancing  toward  Decatur.  This  order  was  promptly 
executed,  and  having  deployed  a  skirmish  line,  my  command  ad¬ 
vanced  in  line  of  battle  through  a  very  dense  wood  and  underbrush 
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toward  Decatur.  While  forming,  the  enemy  burst  a  few  shells  over 
my  lines,  but,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  the  enemy  on  our  advance 
immediately  withdrew  the  artillery  and  evacuated  the  place. 

%  %  %  sk  'K  ❖ 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Colonel  J.  A.  Wright, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Benjamin  Harrison, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Fairy, 

Chickasaw ,  Ala.,  December  27, 186 j — 10  a.  m. 
River  is  falling  very  rapidly;  enemy  can  cross  anywhere  above 
Waterloo. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Fairy, 

Chickasaw ,  Ala.,  December  27,  [186f]. 

(Received  29th,  1 :20  p.  m.) 

I  have  destroyed  a  new  fort  at  this  point,  and  all  the  enemy’s 
visible  means  of  crossing  the  Tennessee  below  Florence,  and  to-day 
blew  up  two  caissons  and  destroyed  two  fieldpieces  there,  knocking 
one  into  the  river,  the  other  into  pieces. 

Several  transports  with  supplies  for  General  Thomas  arrived  here 
to-day.  I  find  from  the  general’s  dispatches  that  my  movements 
have  been  in  good  time  to  meet  his  movements. 

Hood’s  army  is  reported  broken  up,  and  its  parts  can  not  cross  at 
or  below  Florence  unless  the  river  falls  seriously.  It  is  now  falling, 
which  made  it  impracticable  to-day  to  reach  the  crossing  which  the 
enemy  is  said  to  be  using  above  Little  Mussel  Shoals,  6  miles  above 
Florence. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Fairy, 

Off  Chickasaw ,  Ala.,  Tennessee  River ,  December  27,  186 f. 

I  arrived  here  on  the  24th  and  destroyed  a  new  fort  and  magazine. 
No  guns.  Have  been  several  miles  above  Florence,  and  have  de¬ 
stroyed  all  the  enemy’s  visible  means  of  crossing  below  Florence.  I 
found  the  enemy  have  fieldpieces  probably  protecting  a  crossing  at 
foot  of  Big  [Great]  Mussel  Shoals,  6  miles  above  Florence,  which 
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want  of  water  prevented  my  reaching.  The  rebels  crossed  their  pris¬ 
oners  at  Garner’s  Ferry,  12  miles  below  Florence,  on  the  19th  instant. 
I  destroyed  over  a  dozen  flats  and  pontoons  there ;  nothing  but  one  flat 
at  Florence.  I  learned  that  Hood  took  some  pontoons  with  him  and 
others  got  adrift.  Hood  has  earthworks  at  Florence,  made  last  spring. 
Saw  two  on  each  side.  No  guns  of  on  [sic]  of  each  looked  finished. 
Hood’s  troops  arriving  near  Florence  are  said  to  declare  that  they 
don’t  know  where  his  main  army  is ;  that  they  had  orders  to  scatter 
and  care  for  themselves;  that  no  Tennessee  troops  have  come  to  this 
river  since  Hood’s  defeat;  that  100  wagons  and  a  great  many  troops 
were  grievously  disappointed  at  my  destruction  of  the  ferry  boats  at 
Garner’s  Ferry,  which  obliged  them  to  move  thence  up  river.  To-day 
I  destroyed  two  guns  and  caissons  at  Florence  Landing  and  found  a 
battery  of  several  fieldpieces  on  heights  over  left  bank  at  Boone’s 
Ferry.  Neither  of  these  places  was  occupied  yesterday.  Enemy  is 
doubtless  coming  in,  seeking  crossings. 

Your  two  telegrams  of  the  21st  were  received  to-night.  Your  trans¬ 
ports  with  provisions  arrived  here  to-day,  and  will  remove  to  East- 
port  to-morrow,  where  they  will  be  well  protected.  I  will  imme¬ 
diately  dispatch  an  ironclad  and  gunboats  to  convoy  your  troops  from 
up  Paducah.  If  any  are  there  or  expected,  shall  keep  up  patrol  of 
river  above  and  below. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  Thomas. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Pulaski,  [Tenn.],  December  £9,  186 1^ — 10  p.m. 

Your  two  telegrams  have  been  received.  We  have  been  pressing 
the  enemy  as  hard  as  the  condition  of  the  roads  would  permit,  and 
have  succeeded  in  taking  some  few  prisoners— probably  500  or  600— 
since  the  enemy  crossed  Duck  Biver.  From  the  best  information  I 
have  at  this  time,  Hood’s  losses  since  he  invaded  the  State  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  sum  up  as  follows :  6  general  officers  killed,  6  wounded,  and  1 
taken  prisoner  at  Franklin — 13  m  all  and  about  6,000  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners  at  same  battle.  On  the  8th  instant,  at 
Murfreesboro,  he  had  1  general  officer  wounded,  about  70  men  killed, 
and  207  taken  prisoners,  and  losing  2  pieces  of  artillery.  In  the  two 
battles  of  the  15th  and  16th  instant,  before  Nashville,  he  had  1 
lieutenant-general  severely  wounded,  1  major-general,  and  3  brig¬ 
adier-generals,  with  4,462  officers  and  men  made  prisoners,  besides 
losing  53  pieces  of  artillery  and  over  3,000  stand  of  small  arms.  Dur- 
ino-  his  retreat  we  have  captured  15  more  guns,  and  from  1,500  to 
2  000  prisoners  and  a  large  number  of  small  arms  have  been  picked 
up  by  the  way.  Citizens  report  here  that  he  passed  this  place  with  his 
army  completely  disorganized,  except  the  rear  guard,  composed  of 
about  5  000  men.  He  destroyed  a  considerable  quantity  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  at  this  place,  besides  abandoning  an  ammunition  train  of  15  or 
20  wagons  about  a  mile  beyond.  Your  efficient  cooperation  on  the 
Tennessee  Biver  has  contributed  largely  to  the  demoralization  of 
Hood’s  army.  General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  detachment  of  the 
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Army  of  the  Tennessee,  will  probably  reach  Clifton  by  Sunday  next 
(January  1,  1865),  where  transports  are  expected  to  meet  him  to  take 
his  command  at  Eastport.  Please  afford  him  every  assistance  in  your 
power  in  effecting  a  secure  lodgment  at  Eastport,  and  as  I  consider 
the  Cumberland  River  now  entirely  safe  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if 
you. will  have  a  strong  force  kept  on  the  Tennessee  to  keep  open  the 
navigation  on  that  river. 

In  concluding  this  dispatch  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  tender  to 
you,  your  officers,  and  men  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  cordial  coop¬ 
eration  during  the  operations  of  the  past  30  days. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Comdg.  Mississippi  Squadron , 

Flagship  Fairy ,  Chickasaw ,  Ala.,  via  Paducah. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Fairy, 

Eastport,  Miss.,  December  29,  1864. 

(Received  30th.) 

Enemy  are  erecting  battery  on  heights  above  Eastport  in  position 
which  we  formerly  and  they  subsecpientlv  occupied.  I  am  annoving 
their  working  party.  The  river  has  fallen  so  low  that  Hood^can 
cross  above  without  interception  from  navy. 


Major-General  Thomas. 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Pulaski ,  December  31,  1864 — 1%  m. 
Your  dispatch  of  29th  just  arrived.  Do  you  mean  the  height  at 
Eastport  or  on  the  river  above,  and  how  far  above?  Is  there  anv 
indication  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  or  moving  toward  Corinth?  " 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

.  ,  .  .  T  Major-General ,  U.  3.  Volunteers. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flagship  Fairy,  Eastport,  [. Miss .]. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Thomas,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  cooperation 
of  the^avy  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  15-16,  and  Decatur,  A?a  ,  December 


Colonel : 

❖ 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Eastport,  Miss.,  January  20, 1865. 

****** 


()n  letiring  from  before  Murfreesboro  the  enemy’s  cavalrv  moved 
northward  to  Lebanon  and  along  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  in  that 
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vicinity,  threatening  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  in¬ 
terrupt  our  railroad  communication  with  Louisville,  at  that  time 
our  only  source  of  supplies,  the  enemy  having  blockaded  the  river  below 
Nashville  by  batteries  along  the  shore.  The  Navy  Department  was 
requested  to  patrol  the  Cumberland  above  and  below  Nashville  with 
the  gunboats  then  in  the  river  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing, 
which  request  was  cordially  and  effectually  complied  with  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  commanding  Eleventh  District 
Mississippi  Squadron.  At  the  same  time  General  Wilson  sent  a  cav¬ 
alry  force  to  Gallatin  to  guard  the  country  in  that  vicinity. 

The  position  of  Hood’s  army  around  Nashville  remained  unchanged 
and,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  picket  firing,  nothing  of  impor¬ 
tance  occurred  from  the  3d  to  the  15th  of  December.  In  the  meanwhile 
I  was  preparing  to  take  the  offensive  without  delay ;  the  cavalry  was 
being  remounted  under  the  direction  of  General  James  IT.  Wilson 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  new  transportation  furnished  where  it 
was  required. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  December,  the  weather  being  favor¬ 
able,  the  army  was  formed  and  ready  at  an  early  hour  to  carry  out 
the  plan  of  battle  promulgated  in  the  special  field  order  of  the  14th. 
The  formation  of  the  troops  was  partially  concealed  from  the  enemy 
by  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  as  also  by  a  dense  fog,  which  only 
lifted  toward  noon.  The  enemy  was  apparently  totally  unaware  of 
any  intention  on  our  part  to  attack  his  position,  and  more  especially 
did  he  seem  not  to  expect  any  movement  against  his  left  flank.  To 
divert  his  attention  still  further  from  our  real  intentions,  Major- 
General  Steedman  had,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  received  orders 
to  make  a  heavy  demonstration  with  his  command  against  the  enemy’s 
right,  east  of  the  Nolensville  Pike,  which  he  accomplished  with  great 
success  and  some  loss,  succeeding,  however,  in  attracting  the  enemy’s 
attention  to  that  part  of  his  lines  and  inducing  him  to  draw  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  toward  his  center  and  left.  As  soon  as  General  Steedman 
had  completed  his  movement  the  commands  of  Generals  Smith  and 
Wilson  moved  out  along  the  Hardin  Pike  and  commenced  the  grand 
movement  of  the  day  by  wheeling  to  the  left  and  advancing  against 
the  enemy’s  position  across  the  Hardin  and  Hillsboro  Pikes.  A 
division  of  cavalry  (Johnson’s)  was  sent  at  the  same  time  to  look  after 
a  battery  of  the  enemy’s  on  Cumberland  River  at  Bell’s  Landing, 
8  miles  below  Nashville.  General  Johnson  did  not  get  into  position 
until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  in  conjunction  with  the  gunboats 
under  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  the  enemy’s  battery 
was  engaged  until  after  nightfall,  and  the  place  was  found  evacuated 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th. 

******* 

General  Steedman  reoccupied  Decatur  on  the  27th  of  December  and 
proceeded  to  carry  out  the  second  portion  of  his  instructions,  finding, 
however,  that  the  enemy  had  already  made  good  his  escape  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  any  movement  on  his  railroad  would 
t)6  usbIgss. 

On  announcing  the  result  of  the  battles  to  Rear-Admiral  S.  P. 
Lee,  commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  I  requested  him  to  send  as 
much  of  his  force  as  he  could  spare  around  to  Florence,  on  the 
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Tennessee  River,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  Hood’s  army  from  cross¬ 
ing  at  that  point;  which  request  was  most  cordially  and  promptly 
complied  Avith.  He  arrived  at  Chickasaw,  Miss.  [Ala.],  on  the  24th, 
destroyed  there  a  rebel  battery,  and  captured  two  guns,  with  cais¬ 
sons,  at  Florence  Landing.  He  also  announced  the  arrival  at  the 
latter  place  of  several  transports  with  provisions. 

Immediately  upon  learning  of  the  presence  at  Chickasaw,  Miss., 
of  the  gunboats  and  transports,  with  provisions,  I  directed  General 
Smith  to  march  overland  from  Pulaski  to  Clifton,  via  Lawrence- 
burg  and  Waynesborough,  and  take  post  at  Eastport,,  Miss. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

George  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Asst.  Adjt.  General ,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


[Telegram.] 


Tuscumbia,  November  3 ,  186  J 

(Received  4th.) 

General  Forrest  reported  on  31st  ultimo  from  Paris,  Tenn.,  that 
he  had  captured,  during  two  preceding  days,  on  Tennessee  River, 
two  gunboats  and  four  transports,  one-half  of  which  are  still 
serviceable. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations 
in  vicinity  of  Jolmsonville,  Tenn.,  October  30  to  November  3,  1864. 

Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalry  Corps, 

Verona,  Miss.,  January  12,  1865. 

Colonel  :  1  I  avail  myself,  however,  of  the  first  leisure 

moment  and  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report: 

******* 

On  the  30th  [October]  the  steamer  Anna  came  down  the  river  and 
succeeded  m  passing  both  the  upper  and  lower  batteries,  but  was  so 
disabled  that  she  sunk  before  she  reached  Paducah.  The  Anna  was 
followed  by  two  transports  (  J.  W.  Cheeseman  and  Venus)  and  two 
barges,  under  convoy  of  the  gunboat  TJndine.  In  attempting  to  pass 
my  batteries  all  the  boats  Avere  disabled.  They  landed  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  river  and  were  abandoned  by  the  crews,  Avho  left 
their  dead  and  wounded.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Kelley,  ’with  two 
companies  of  his  regiment,,  was  throAvn  across  the  river  and  soon 
returned  to  Paris  Landing  with  the  boats.  The  steamer  ■/.  W. 
Cheeseman  was  so  disabled  that  she  was  ordered,  with  the  two  barges 
to  be  burned;  the  gunboat  was  also  burned  while  moving  up  the 
river  to  Johnsonville.  The  Venus  was  recaptured  by  the  enemy 
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[November  2]  but  was  destroyed  next  day  [November  4]  at  John- 
sonville  by  my  batteries. 

On  the  1st  of  November  I  ordered  my  command  to  move  in  the 
direction  of  Johnson ville,  which  place  I  reached  on  the  3d. 

:}:  >fc  ❖ 

The  wharf  at  Johnsonville  was  lined  with  transports  and  gun¬ 
boats.  An  immense  warehouse  presented  itself  and  was  represented 
as  being  stored  with  the  most  valuable  supplies,  while  several  acres 
of  the  shore  were  covered  with  every  description  of  army  stores. 
The  fort  was  situated  on  a  high  hill  and  in  a  commanding  position 
and  defended  by  strong  works. 

All  my  troops  having  arrived,  I  commenced  disposing  of  them 
with  a  view  of  bombarding  the  enemy.  *  *  * 

I  ordered  a  simultaneous  assault  to  commence  at  3  o’clock.  All 
my  movements  for  twenty-four  hours  had  been  so  secretive  the 
enemy  seemed  to  think  I  had  retired,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  reconnoissance  two  gunboats  were  lashed  together  and  pushed  out 
just  before  the  attack  opened.  The  bombardment  commenced  by 
the  section  of  Morton’s  battery  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Brown. 
The  other  batteries  joined  promptly  in  the  assault.  The  enemy 
returned  the  fire  from  28  guns  on  their  gunboats  and  14 
guns  on  the  hill.  About  50  guns  were  thus  engaged  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  firing  was  terrific.  The  gunboats  in  fifteen  min¬ 
utes  after  the  engagement  commenced  were  set  on  fire,  and  made 
rapidly  for  the  shore,  where  they  were  both  consumed.  My  bat¬ 
teries  next  opened  up  on  the  transports,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were 
in  flames.  The  immense  amount  of  stores  were  also  set  on  fire, 
together  with  the  huge  warehouse  above  the  landing.  By  night  the 
wharf  for  nearly  one  mile  up  and  down  the  river  presented  one  solid 
sheet  of  flame.  The  enemy  continued  a  furious  cannonading  on  my 
b^ttiGrics. 

Having  completed  the  work  designed  by  the  expedition,  I  moved 
my  command  6  miles  during  the  night  by  the  light  of  the  enemy’s 
burnino-  property.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable,  and  the 
march  *to  Corinth  was  slow  and  toilsome,  but  I  reached  there  on 
November  10,  after  an  absence  of  over  two  weeks,  during  which 
time  I  captured  and  destroyed  4  gunboats,  14  transports,  20  barges, 
26  pieces  of  artillery,  $6,700,000  worth  of  property,  and  150 

prisoners.  .  , 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

N.  B.  Forrest, 

Major-General. 

Colonel  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Meridian,  Miss. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Forrest’s  Cavalry, 

Near  Johnsonville,  November  3,  186^. 

General:  Having  advised  you,  by  previous  dispatch,  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  U.  S.  gunboat  55  [Undine]  and  three  transports  and  barges, 
and  also  of  the  damage  to  steamer  Anna,  which,  in  consequence  of 
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damage  from  our  batteries,  is  reported  to  have  sunk,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  state  that  my  command  is  in  front  of  Johnson ville,  at 
which  place  there  are  three  gunboats  and  seven  transports  and  quite 
a  number  of  barges.  I  have  batteries  above  and  below  the  boats, 
and  am  to-night  fortifying  and  placing  a  battery  directly  opposite 
them,  and  will  to-morrow  endeavor  to  sink  or  destroy  them.  John- 
sonville  is  strongly  fortified,  with  heavy  siege  pieces  in  their  works, 
and  is  garrisoned  by  a  heavy  force.  There  are  several  boats  and 
barges  yet  unloaded  for  want  of  room;  the  landing  and  banks  (sev¬ 
eral  acres  in  extent)  are  piled  with  freight  for  Sherman’s  army; 
all  the  houses  are  full,  and  trains  are  running  incessantly  night  and 
day  in  removing  them.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  transport  Venus 
was  recaptured  by  the  enemy.  In  moving  up  from  Fort  Heiman, 
orders  were  misunderstood  and  the  boats  got  in  advance  of  our  land 
batteries,  were  come  upon  suddenly,  and  vigorously  attacked  by  two 
gunboats  of  the  enemy,  the  transport  was  disabled  and  abandoned, 
the  crew  escaped.  Having  only  my  ordnance  train  and  a  few 
wagons  for  carrying  cooking  utensils  with  me,  I  found  it  impossible 
to  remove  the  stores  captured  from  the  steamer  Mazeppa,  at  Fort 
Heiman,  and  had  them  placed  on  transport  Venus,  with  a  view,  if 
possible,  of  carrying  them  up  the  river  by  Johnsonville  or  hauling 
them  out  from  Reynoldsburg  to  Camden.  ‘  Owing,  also,  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  roads  and  the  fact  that  the  horses  attached  to  the  20- 
pounder  Parrott  guns  were  worn  out,  the  guns  were  also  placed  upon 
the  Venus  and  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  We  still 
have  the  gunboat  in  possession,  but  she  is  out  of  coal  and  her  furnaces 
being  built  for  coal  and  it  being  impossible  to  supply  her  or  to  get 
her  by  Johnsonville,  I  may  have  to  burn  her.  Will  make  the  attack 
on  the  transports  to-morrow  at  Johnsonville,  and  will,  day  after 
to-morrow,  if  necessary  to  do  so,  burn  the  gunboat  and  move'to  join 
General  Hood. 

*  *  *  ❖  *  % 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  Forrest, 
Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding  Dept,  of  Ala.,  Miss.,  and  East  La.,  Selma,  Ala. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Chalmers’s  Division, 
Forrest's  Cavalry ,  Perryville,  Term.,  November  8,  186V 
Major:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General  Forrest,  com¬ 
manding,  etc.,  I  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  30tli  of  October  from 
Paris,  Tenn.,  with  Rucker’s  brigade,  my  escort  battalion,  and  four 
pieces  of  rifled  artillery  *  *  *  to  Paris  Landing,  on  the  Ten¬ 

nessee  River,  where  I  arrived  about  11  a.  m.  on  the  same  day.  I 
found  Colonel  Bell  at  the  landing  with  his  brigade  *  *  *.  He 

reported  to  me  that  a  short  time  before  my  arrival  a  gunboat  and 
two  transports  had  passed  his  position  going  down  the  river,  and 
that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Buford,  he  had  reserved 
his  fire  until  they  had  passed  and  had  then  opened  upon  them,  and 
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he  thought  had  done  them  some  damage.  One  of  the  transports  suc¬ 
ceeded,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  in  passing  Fort  Heiman, 
*  *  *  but  was  badly  crippled  in  the  attempt.  The  other  trans¬ 

port-  (the  Venus )  and  the  gunboat  (the  U.  S.  S.  Undine ,  No.  55) 
were  at  a  bend  of  the  river  about  midway  between  the  positions  of 
Colonel  Bell  and  General  Buford  and  out  of  range  of  the  guns  of 
either.  After  consultation  with  Colonel  Bell  I  directed  him  to  move 
his  artillery  down  the  river  to  a  point  as  nearly  as  possible  opposite 
to  the  boats  and  to  drive  them  from  their  position.  He  rode  off 
to  reconnoiter,  and  on  returning  reported  that  the  order  could  not 
be  executed  on  account  of  the  ground  to  be  passed  over.  My  artil¬ 
lery  having  arrived,  was  placed  in  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
above  that  held  by  Colonel  Bell,  with  an  interval  of  several  hundred 
yards  between  the  sections. 

Colonel  Rucker,  coming  upon  the  field,  suggested  that  guns  should 
be  moved  down  the  river  to  attack  the  boats,  and,  on  being  told  that 
Colonel  Bell  had  reported  the  ground  impracticable  for  artillery, 
he  proposed  that  he  and  I  should  reexamine  it.  We  accordingly  rode 
down  the  river,  Colonel  Bell  accompanying  us,  but  before  we  had 
found  a  suitable  position  a  courier  reported  another  transport  coming 
down.  *  *  *  The  transport  proved  to  be  the  J.  W.  Cheeseman , 

a  stern-wheel  steamer.  She  was  allowed  to  pass  the  upper  battery 
(Rice’s)  unmolested,  but  as  soon  as  she  came  opposite  to  the  middle 
battery  (Hudson’s)  the  guns  of  both  opened  upon  her,  and  her  steam 
pipe  was  cut  and  other  parts  of  her  machinery  disabled.  As  she 
was  passing  Hudson’s  battery  Colonel  Bell’s  battery  also  opened  upon 
her,  and  a  heavy  fire  of  small  arms  being  poured  into  her  by  troops 
stationed  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  she  was  soon  compelled  to 
surrender. 


Colonel  Rucker  having  reported  that  he  had  found  a  practicable 
route  and  a  good  position  for  attacking  the  boats  below  the  landing, 
I  directed  him  to  move  down  to  it  with  the  section  of  Hudson’s 
battery  (two  10-pounder  Parrott  guns),  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  and 
Twenty-sixth  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry,  of  his  brigade,  and  at¬ 
tack  them,  which  he  did  w  1 1 li  such  vigor  and  success  that,  after  a 
severe  artillery  duel  between  his  battery  and  the  gunboat,  the  latter 
was  disabled  and  driven  to  the  opposite  bank,  where  all  of  her  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  who  were  able  to  do  so  abandoned  her  and  escaped, 
leaving  only  the  dead  and  wounded  behind. 

At  the  same  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelley,  commanding  Twenty- 
sixth  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry,  attacked  the  transport  Venus, 
which  was  defended  by  a  small  detachment  of  United  States  Infan¬ 
try  so  sharply  that  she  surrendered  to  him,  and  the  gallant  colonel, 
o-oing  on  board  of  her  with  two  companies  of  his  battalion,  crossed 
the  river,  took  possession  of  the  gunboat,  and  brought  both  safely  to 

the  landing.  .  ,x1  -nt 

While  this  fight  was  going  on  another  gunboat  (the  No.  29 

\TawahX)  appeared  above  us  and,  coming  to  anchor  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  above  our  batteries,  began  to  shell  them.  The  upper 
battery  (Rice’s)  returned  a  few  shots,  but,  finding  the  distance  too 
great  for  effective  firing,  I  directed  it  to  move  up  nearer  to  the  boat 
and  ordered  a  portion  of  my  escort  battalion  and  the  cadet  company 
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of  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cavalry  to  support  the  battery  and  act  as 
sharpshooters.  After  a  brief  and  spirited  engagement  the  gunboat 
weighed  anchor  and  withdrew  up  the  river.  The  Cheeseman  was 
so  badly  injured  that  it  was  impossible  to  repair  her  with  the  means 
at  our  command,  and  she  was  afterwards  burned  by  order  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  as  were  also  the  three  barges  captured 
on  the  same  day.  The  transport  Venus  and  the  gunboat  Undine 
being  only  slightly  injured,  were  soon  put  in  repair  by  his  order. 
These  boats  being  bound  downstream,  after  having  delivered  their 
cargoes  of  freight  for  the  United  States  Government  at  Johnsonville, 
contained  no  stores  beyond  the  usual  supplies  for  their  own  use  and 
a  small  quantity  of  private  freight  of  but  little  value  for  Army  use. 
The  Undine  belonged  to  the  class  of  gunboats  known  as  “  tinclads,” 
and  was  one  of  the  largest  boats  of  her  class  on  the  river.  She  car¬ 
ried  eight  24-pounder  brass  howitzers,  and  when  captured  had  all  of 
her  armament  and  equipment  on  board  of  her.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  to  spike  two  of  the  guns  and  to  disable  one  by  placing  a 
shell  in  its  muzzle,  but  these  were  soon  removed. 

******* 

All  of  the  troops,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  acquitted  themselves 
well,  but  I  feel  it  is  but  just  to  those  who  took  the  most  prominent 
part  in  the  execution  of  those  plans  that  they  should  receive  the 
greater  share  of  that  honor  which  is  the  dearest  reward  of  a  soldier. 

*  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  was  1  man  of  Rucker’s  brigade  severely 
wounded ;  that  of  the  enemy,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
it,  was  5  killed  and  6  wounded  on  the  Venus ;  3  killed  and  4  wounded 
on  the  U ndine ,  and  1  wounded  on  the  Cheeseman;  total,  8  killed  and 
11  wounded.  We  also  captured  43  prisoners,  among  whom  was  1 
officer  and  10  men  of  the  United  States  Infantry.  The  others  be¬ 
longed  to  the  different  boats. 

On  the  morning  of  November  1  moved  my  command  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Danville,  where  we  encamped,  placing  our  guns  in  position 
on  the  river  bank  so  as  to  protect  our  boats  (the  Undine  and  Venus) , 
which  had  been  ordered  to  move  up  the  river,  keeping  in  rear  of  our 
batteries. 

On  the  following  morning  I  moved  toward  Reynoldsburg,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  previous  instructions,  but  was  afterwards  ordered  by 
the  major-general  commanding  to  halt  near  Davidson’s  Ferry  and 
to  place  my  guns  in  position  at  that  place,  which  was  done.'  Our 
boats  having  ventured  too  far  beyond  the  protection  of  our  bat¬ 
teries,  were  attacked  by  two  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  and  the  Venus 
was  recaptured  by  them. 

On  the  3d  instant  Ave  moved  up  the  river  opposite  to  Reynoldsburg 
and  Johnsonville,  and  had  frequent  skirmishes  during  the  dav  with 
the  enemy’s  gunboats,  of  which  there  were  three  at  the  latter  place 
but  without  any  decisive  results. 

******* 

The  enemy  had  at  Johnsonville  three  gunboats  and  a  number  of 
transports  and  barges — variously  estimated  at  from  eight  to  ten  of  the 
former  and  from  tAyelve  to  fifteen  of  the  latter,  some  of  them  laden- 
together  with  an  immense  quantity  of  Government  stores,  a  part 
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of  which  was  contained  in  a  large  warehouse,  and  the  remainder 
piled  upon  the  bank,  covering  about  an  acre  of  ground.  The  town 
was  defended  by  a  strong  earthwork,  well  garrisoned,  and  supplied 
with  artillery,  and  they  possessed  an  additional  advantage  in  the 
fact  that  the  bank  of  the  river  at  that  side  is  much  higher  than  that 
on  which  we  were. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  bombardment  began,  and  in  a  short  time  one  of  the 
gunboats  was  set  on  fire.  One  after  another  the  others  followed, 
and  before  nightfall  all  the  gunboats,  transports,  and  barges,  the 
warehouse,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  on  the  shore  were  set 
on  fire  and  consumed.  The  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
gunboats  and  land  batteries  until  the  former  were  disabled,  but 
without  inflicting  any  serious  injury  upon  us  or  forcing  any  part  of 
our  troops  to  abandon  their  positions.  During  the  engagement  five 
gunboats  came  up  the  river,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  rein¬ 
forcing  the  town,  but  they  retired  after  a  sharp  cannonading  with 
the  artillery  under  Colonel  Logwood’s  command. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  small.  *  *  * 

All  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  they  have  borne 
themselves  during  the  entire  expedition.  *  *  * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  R.  Chalmers, 

Brigadier -General. 

Major  J.  P.  Strange, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Forrest's  Cavalry. 


[Telegram.] 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  8 , 186 
General  Forrest  reports  on  5th  instant  that,  he  was  then  engaged 
fighting  the  enemy  at  Johnson ville,  having  already  destroyed  4  gun¬ 
boats  of  8  guns  each,  14  steamers,  and  20  barges,  with  large  quantity 
of  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores,  on  landing  and  in  ware¬ 
houses,  estimated  at  75,000  to  120.000  tons.  Six  gunboats  were  then 
approaching,  which  he  hoped  to  capture  or  destroy. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  15 , 1864. 

General  Forrest  reports  that  his  captured  gunboat  being  disabled 
by  three  of  enemy’s,  it  became  necessary  to  destroy  it  and  the  two 
transports  under  convoy  up  the  river;  but  Forrest  subsequently 
destroyed,  as  already  reported,  three  gunboats  of  enemy. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ,  Richmond ,  Va. 
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Order  of  Major-General  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Lyon,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  operations  in  Tennessee. 

Headquarters, 

Florence ,  Ala.,  November  18,  186 If. 

General  Hood  directs  that  you  will  move  at  once  with  your  com¬ 
mand,  crossing  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  between  Padu¬ 
cah  and  Johnson ville,  and  then  move  up  the  north  bank  of  the 
Cumberland  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  taking  possession  of  that  place,  if 
possible.  You  will  place  all  the  mills  within  your  reach  on  that 
side  of  the  Cumberland  in  running  order  and  put  them  to  grinding 
at  once.  You  will  also  destroy  the  railroads  between  Nashville  and 
Clarksville  and  between  Bowling  Green  and  Nashville,  taking  care 
to  keep  all  the  telegraphic  communications  between  these  places 
constantly  destroyed. 

A.  P.  Mason, 

A ssis tant  A  dju tan t- General. 

Brigadier-General  PI.  B.  Lyon, 

Commanding  Department  of  Western  Kentucky. 

(Through  Major-General  Forrest,  commanding  cavalry.) 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-General  Lyon,  C.  S.  Army,  referring  to  capture 
of  Federal  vessels  and  operations  of  gunboats  at  Cumberland  City,  Tenn., 
December  9,  1864. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Western  Kentucky, 

Aberdeen,  Miss.,  January  3, 1865. 

*  *****  * 

On  the  9th  [December]  I  took  possession  of  Cumberland  City.  30 
miles  below  Clarksville  and  10  above  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  Cumber¬ 
land  River,  at  which  point,  by  means  of  our  artillery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  R.  B.  Matthews,  of  Gracey’s  battery,  we  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  large  steamer  loaded  with  forage  and  provisions,  which 
I  converted  into  a  ferryboat,  and  by  means  of  which  I  crossed  my 
command  over  the  Cumberland.  During  the  evening  of  the  9th  I 
succeeded  in  capturing  two  other  steamers  and  four  barges,  all  of 
which  I  anchored  in  the  channel  and  consigned  to  the  flames;  50 
prisoners,  of  whom  one  was  a  lieutenant-colonel,  were  captured  on 
these  boats.  The  property  destroyed,  including  the  steamboats,  is 
estimated  at  $1,000,000. 

*  *  *  *  *  $ 

.1  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Cumberland  at  this  place  [Burkesville] 
without  difficulty  and  moved  south  through  Livingston,  Sparta 
McMinnville,  and  Winchester,  Tenn. ;  from  thence  to  Gunter’s  Land¬ 
ing,  on  the  Tennessee  River.  I  had  up  to  this  time  been  followed 
closely  by  the  enemy,  but  had  preserved  my  piece  of  artillery.  The 
Tennessee  River  was  very  high ;  several  gunboats  were  patrolling  the 
river,  and  a  large  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  moving  down  from 
Huntsville  to  capture  us,  while  the  gunboats  would  keep  us  from 
crossing,  but  during  the  night  I  crossed  my  command  over  with 
canoes. 

*****  *  * 

When  all  things  are  considered  pertaining  to  this  expedition  it 
was  a  success  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  The  men  were 
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all  new  recruits,  but  poorly  organized,  and  armed  for  the  first  time 
only  the  day  before  they  crossed  the  Tennessee.  They  captured  3 
valuable  steamers ;  burned  8  fortified  court-houses,  several  important 
railroad  bridges,  depots,  stockades,  and  blockhouses ;  captured  and 
paroled  250  prisoners;  and  caused  to  be  withdrawn  from  Nashville 
McCook’s  entire  division  of  cavalry,  consisting  of  3,000  veteran  sol¬ 
diers,  and  detained  at  and  near  Louisville  Wilder’s  brigade  of  cav- 
alry,  about  1,500  strong,  thus  causing  a  diversion  in  favor  of  General 
Hood  in  his  retreat  from  Nashville  of  4,500  men. 

******* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  Lyon, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Department. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Near  Nashville,  on  Franklin  Pike, 

December  15, 1864 • 

The  enemy  claim  that  we  lost  30  colors  in  the  fight  at  Franklin. 
We  lost  13,  capturing  nearly  the  same  number.  The  men  who  bore 
ours  were  killed  on  and  within  the  enemy’s  interior  line  of  works. 

J.  B.  Hood,  General. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond ,  V a. 


Report  of  General  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  of  Rattle  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Headquarters, 

Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  December  17, 1864. 

In  front  of  Nashville,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  enemy 
attacked  both  of  our  flanks  about  the  same  time.  On  our  right  they 
were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss,  but  toward  evening  they  succeeded 
in  driving  in  our  infantry  outposts  upon  our  left  flank.  Dispositions 
were  made  during  the  night  to  meet  any  renewed  attack.  Early  on 
the  16th  they  made  a  general  attack  on  our  entire  line,  and  all  their 
assaults  were  handsomely  repulsed,  with  heavy  loss,  till  3 : 30'  p.  m., 
when  a  portion  of  our  line  to  the  left  of  the  center  suddenly  gave 
way,  causing  in  a  few  minutes  our  line  to  give  way  at  all  points,  our 
troops  retreating  rapidly  down  the  Franklin  pike.  We  lost  in  the 
two  days’  engagements  50  pieces  of  artillery,  with  several  ordnance 
wagons.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  very  small.  Major- 
General  Ed.  Johnson,  Brigadier-Generals  T.  B.  Smith  and  H.  B. 
Jackson  are  among  the  prisoners.  Our  loss  in  prisoners  is  not  yet 
fully  ascertained,  but  I  think  it  comparatively  small.  I  still  have 
artillery  enough  with  the  army,  and  am  moving  to  the  south  of  Duck 

J.  B.  Hood,  General. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  W ar,  Richmond,  V a. 
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Extract  from  itinerary  of  Cheatham’s  Army  Corps,  following  the  retreat  from 

Nashville. 

H:  %  Hs  sfc  ❖  He 

Thursday ,  December  22.- — Left  Pulaski  and  moved  out  5  miles. 

Friday ,  December  23. — Marched  about  20  miles  on  the  Lewisburg 
road. 

Saturday ,  December  21,. — Marched  14  miles  to-day,  leaving  10 
miles  to  make  to  the  river. 

Sunday ,  December  25. — Moving  at  daylight  we  soon  reached  Shoal 
Creek,  2  miles  from  the  river.  After  great  difficulty,  on  account  of 
the  high  water  and  rough  ford,  we  succeeded  in  crossing  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  between  the  creek  and  river.  This  corps  was  at  once  put  in 
position,  and  built  works  that  night  to  protect  the  bridge  in  case  the 
enemy  should  move  on  us  from  below,  which  was  thought  not  im¬ 
probable.  Heard  the  gunboats  all  day  in  the  direction  of  Florence. 

Monday ,  December  26. — The  pontoon  across  the  river  was  com¬ 
pleted  this  morning  after  working  on  it  all  night,  General  Cheatham 
supervising  in  person,  and  about  sunrise  the  trains  began  to  cross. 
By  night  most  of  our  wagons  and  artillery  had  crossed.  Leaving 
orders  for  his  troops  to  move  across  at  3  o’clock  the  next  morning, 
General  Cheatham  came  over  about  7  o’clock  at  night  and  slept  some 
2  miles  from  Bainbridge.  Two  gunboats  came  up  the  river  in  the 
afternoon  to  within  2  or  3  miles  of  the  bridge,  but  were  driven  back 
by  our  batteries. 

******* 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  orders  to 

command  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  October  13,  186 4. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders  directing 
me  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter  for 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedi»«f  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 
Commdnder. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Instructions  of  Captain  Pennock,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-C om~ 
mander  Greer,  V.  S.^Navy,  on  temporary  withdrawal  of  the 
former  from  Mound  City. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  Ilf,  1861,.. 
Sir:  Duty  calling  me  down  the  river,  you  will  assume  temporarily 
the  command  of  the  naval  station  at  Mound  City,  Ill.  You  will  sign 
all  requisitions  for  necessary  stores  for  the  fleet  and  approve  invoices. 
See  that  the  vessels  are  well  supplied  with  coal,  provisions,  and  stores. 
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You  will  open  all  dispatches  and  official  documents  addressed  to 
me,  and  execute  such  as  may  appertain  to  the  station. 

I  wish  the  Milwaukee  sent  down  the  river  to-morrow,  if  possible, 
and  the  Peosta,  F airplay,  and  Victory  should  be  sent  to  the  districts 
to  which  they  belong  as  soon  as  possible. 

Use  every  precaution  to  guard  against  fire  and  surprise,  and.  that 
the  public  property  is  properly  guarded. 

Having  given  you  verbal  instructions  upon  all  other  subjects,  I 
feel  confident  that  they  will  be  carried  out  with  your  usual  ability. 

You  will  cordially  cooperate  with  the  army  should  they  desire  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C om/mandant  of  Station  ( pro  tern.)  Mound  City ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  October  14,  1864- 
(Received  15th,  4.30  a.  m.) 

The  Milwaukee  will  leave  to-morrow  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 
I  shall  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  the  lower  river  on  board  the 
Black  Hawk.  During  my  absence  Lieutenant- Commander  James  A. 
Greer  will  have  command  of  the  naval  station  at  Mound  City. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  his  temporary 
withdrawal  from  Mound  City  for  an  inspection  of  the  fleet. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  October  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  When  Admiral  Porter  ordered  me  to  assume  command  of  the 
Mississippi  Squadron  until  further  orders  from  the  Department,  he 
recommended  that  I  should  visit,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  the  districts 
below  and  examine  the  condition  of  affairs. 

In  accordance  with  that  recommendation,  I  shall  leave  on  board 
the  Blacjc  Hawk  to-morrow  morning  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
the  fleet  and  making  such  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for 
present  and  future  operations. 

Admiral  Porter  also  recommended  that  calcium  lights  should  be 
provided  for  all  the  large  vessels  of  the  squadron,  to  guard  against 
the  approach  of  torpedoes,  which  the  enemy  are  now  using.  I  re¬ 
spectfully  request  that  26  may  be  furnished  and  a  suitable  person  be 
sent  out  to  arrange  them. 
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I  have  left  the  naval  station  at  Mound  City  temporarily  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  an  officer  in 
whose  ability  and  judgment  I  have  every  confidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennoch ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
of  the  Mississippi  Squadron  for  October  IS,  186 J. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis,  Term.,  October  2 If.,  1861/.. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  semimonthly  report  of 
the  vessels  of  this  squadron,  with  their  commanders  and  present 
stations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


October  15,  1864. 


Vessels. 

Commander. 

Argosy . 

Actg.  Master  John  C.  Morong . 

Abraham . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Wagner.” _ 

Alexandria . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Rosenmiller . 

Avenger . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas  A.  Wright. .  . 

Black*  Hawk . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Edwd.  Y.  McCauley _ 

Benton . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Robt.  L.  May.. .  . 

Brilliant . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  G.  Perkins . 

Brown . 

First  Class  Pilot  J.  A.  French . 

Chillicothe . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Lord _ 

Choctaw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jno.  J.  Cornwell 

Carondelet . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  John  G.  Mitchell. . .  . 

Cricket . 

Actg.  Master  M.  J.  Cronin. . 

Champion . 

Actg.  Ensign  Thos.  Divine . 

Curlew . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill. 

Exchange.. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  C.  Gipson 

Essex . 

Comdr.  Robert  Townsend.  4 

Elfin . 

Actg.  Master  A.  F.  Thompson. 

Forest  Rose . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  N.  Gould  . 

Fairplay . 

Actg.  Master  G.  J.  Groves.. 

Fawn . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jno.  R.  Grace 

Fort  Hindman . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jno.  Pearce . 

Fairy . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Swendson 

General  Price . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Wells. 

General  Bragg . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  Dominy . 

Great  Western . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Scott . 

General  Lyon . 

First  Class  Pilot  R.  E.  Birch 

General  Pillow . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  W.  Halsted . 

Gazelle . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Thatcher 

Grampus . 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Sebastian.  . 

Hastings . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Watson 

Huntress . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Dennis. . 

Judge  Torrence . 

Actg.  Master  Jeremiah  Irwin . 

Juliet . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Gregory . 

Where  stationed. 


Donaldsonville. 

Mound  City,  Ill. 
Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Mound  City,  Ill. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Cumberland  River. 

Towboat. 

Fort  Adams. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Between  Memphis  and  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

White  River. 

Fort  Adams. 

Grand  Gulf. 

White  River. 

Memphis. 

Tennessee  River. 

Between  Natchez  and  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Cumberland  River. 

Arkansas  River. 

Between  Morganza  and  Fort 
Adams. 

Cape  Girardeau. 
Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Receiving  ship,  Cairo,  Ill. 
Dispatch  boat. 

Guard  boat,  Cairo. 

Red  River,  La. 

Receiving  ship,  Cincinnati. 
Below  Memphis. 

Between  Memphis  and  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Natchez  (ordnance  boat). 
White  River. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


693 


Vessels. 


Commander. 


Where  stationed. 


Ivey  West. 
Kenwood . 
Kickapoo . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  M.  King... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Swaney. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  C.  Woods. 


Lafayette . 

Louisville . 

Lexington . 

Little  Rebel . 

Mound  City . 

Marmora . 

Moose . 

Milwaukee . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  P.  Foster _ _ _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Bacon . 

Lieut.  Geo.  M.  Bache . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  B.  Pettey . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Langthorne 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Commander  Le  Roy  Pitch  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune _ 


Naiad . 

New  Era . 

New  National. 
Naumkeag. .. . 

Neosho . 

Nymph . 

Osage . 

Ouachita . 

Ozark . 

Pittsburg . 

Prairie  Bird... 

Paw  Paw . 

Peosta . 

Peri . 

Romeo . 

Rattler . 

Red  Rover. . . . 
Robb . 


Actg.  Master  Henry  T.  Keene . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Sears . 

First  Class  Pilot  A.  M.  Grant . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Samuel  Howard. 

Actg.  Master  Patk.  Donnelly . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Rogers. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Byron  Wilson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Brown. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Hoel. . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Bums . 

Actg.  Master  M.  V.  B.  Haines . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  E.  Smith. 

Actg.  Master  T.  M.  Farrell . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Baldwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  James  Laning.. . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  King . 

Actg.  Ensign  Jas.  Tuohy . 


Reindeer. . . . 
Springfield . . 

St.  Clair . 

Silver  Lake. 
Silver  Cloud. 

Samson . 

Siren . 

Sibyl . 

Tuscumbia.. 

Tyler . 

Tawah . 

Tensas . 

Undine . 

Victory . 

Vindicator. . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  A.  Glassford 
Actg.  Master  Jos.  Watson . 


Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Coyle . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Ferguson . 

Actg.  Chief  Eng.  C.  H.  Christopher 

Actg.  Master  Jas.  Fitzpatrick . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  W.  Shirk . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  S.  Hill . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jason  Goudy . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  C.  Van  Pelt . 

Actg.  Master  J.  L.  Bryant . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  Read . 


Tennessee  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Transferred  to  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Fort  Adams. 

Skipwith’s  Landing. 

White  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 
Carthage. 

Above  Vicksburg. 
Cumberland  River. 
Transferred  to  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 
Below  Fort  Adams. 

New  Madrid. 

Dispatch  boat. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 
White  River. 

Below  Memphis. 

Aground  above  Helena,  Ark. 
Donaldsonville. 

Red  River. 

Grand  Gulf. 

Mouth  Yazoo  River. 
Tennessee  River. 

Do. 

Red  River. 

Mouth  Arkansas  River. 
Carthage. 

Hospital  boat. 

On  special  service  with  fleet 
paymaster. 

Ohio  River. 

Cumberland  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Memphis,  Term. 

Blacksmith  shop. 

Cape  Girardeau. 

Memphis. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 
Mouth  White  River. 
Tennessee  River. 

Mound  City. 

Tennessee  River. 

Ohio  River. 

Natchez. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  17, 1861±. 

Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  having  expressed  a  wish  to  continue 
for  the  present  in  command  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
the  Department  has  consented  to  his  doing  so. 

The  Mississippi  Squadron  and  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  are 
without  appropriate  commandants.  The  Department  proposes  to 
assign  you  to  the  former,  unless,  from  your  long  sea  service,  you 
require  a  respite  and  would  prefer  the  latter.  The  condition  of  the 
Mississippi  Squadron  is  such  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  com¬ 
mander  should  enter  upon  his  duties  within  a  week. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlxe  Navy. 

Captain  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major  Morgan , 
TJ .  S.  Army,  regarding  expected  attack  by  the  enemy  upon  Memphis , 
Tenn. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Monday ,  October  17 , 1861f ■■ — 12:30  a.  m. 
My  Dear  Major:  Thank  you  for  the  information  you  are  giving 
me.  In  case  of  an  attack  the  Carondelet  (with  a  heavy  battery)  will 
be  taken  in  tow  by  the  Red  Rover  and  will  proceed  down  to  the  fort 
to  operate  thereabouts,  as  circumstances  may  require.  Captain  Pat- 
tison  volunteered  to  take  command  should  the  attack  be  made.  I 
gladly  accepted  his  offer.  He  is  probably  better  acquainted  with  the 
localities  ashore  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us.  The  F awn  (No.  30) ,  a 
tinclad,  will  look  out  for  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  navy 
yard.  Her  engines  are  repairing,  but  she  can  do  pretty  good  service 
where  she  is.  With  the  Essex ,  I  am  all  ready  to  shove  off  and  attend 
to  the  enemy  at  any  point  where  we  can  do  the  most  service.  When 
they  do  attack,  please  inform  me  of  their  situation,  direction,  and 
distance  from  the  river.  Anywhere  within  three  or  three  and  a  half 
miles  I  can  drop  a  few  100-pounder  shells  among  them,  if  I  only 
knew  their  direction  and  distance.  The  elevation  given  to  the  guns 
for  such  ranges,  or  even  less,  would  carry  the  shells  well  over  the 
houses  of  the  city.  I  will  be  happy  to  do  anything  in  my  power  to 
aid  and  support  you.  Captain  Pattison’s  family  will  come  aboard 
the  Essex  in  case  of  an  attack.  Should  the  attack  be  made  let  me 
suggest  that  you  send  a  signal  officer  aboard  the  Essex.  Through 
him  you  could  communicate  information  as  to  the  position,  etc.,  of  the 
enemy  after  we  have  shoved  off  into  the  stream. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Kobert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Major  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  etc. 


Order  of  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
McCauley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  U.  S. 
Flagship  Black  Hawk. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis ,  Tenn.,  October  18, 186 J. 
Sir:  Your  orders  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Benton  are  hereby  temporarily 
suspended,  and  you  will  take  command  of  this  vessel  pro  tern. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant- Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
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Correspondence,  and  reports  regarding  expected  attempt  of  the  enemy 

to  cross  the  river  at  Gaines  Landing ,  Ark.,  October  18  to  November 

8,  1861).. 

Report  of  Captain  Pennock,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information  from  Major- 

General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  October  28,  1861). 

Sir:  Immediate^  on  the  receipt  of  the  enclosed  information  from 
General  Canby,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  sent  to  each  of  the  gun¬ 
boats,  I  strengthened  the  divisions  of  the  squadron  most  requiring  it, 
and  issued  the  following  order  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
divisions : 

The  enemy  must  not  be  allowed  to  cross  the  river.  Officers  in  command 
will  develop  their  utmost  vigilance  and  activity,  and  take  every  precaution  to 
prevent  such  a  movement.  Vessels  must  be  kept  in  motion  night  and  day. 
Should  it  be  necessary  to  move  the  ironclads,  do  not  hesitate  to  avail  yourself 
of  any  steamer  or  steamers  to  tow  them  with  rapidity  to  the  point  where  the 
crossing  may  be  prevented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  IIdqrs.  Military  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  October  18,  1861). 

Gentlemen:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  [Canby]  com¬ 
manding  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  intercepted  cipher 
dispatch,  the  original  of  which  has  doubtless  reached  its  destination : 

Montgomery,  September  30. 

What  are  you  doing  to  execute  the  instructions  sent  you  to  forward  troops 
to  east  side  of  the  Mississippi?  If  success  will  be  more  certain,  you  can  substi¬ 
tute  Wharton’s  cavalry  command  for  Walker’s  infantry  division,  by  which  you 
may  effect  a  crossing  above  that  part  of  the  river  patrolled  by  the  larger  class  of 
gunboats. 

Jeff  Davis. 

General  E.  K.  Smith, 

Shreveport,  La. 

It  is  evident  that  the  recently  frustrated  attempts  which  have  been 
made  by  the  rebels  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  cross  a  large  force  will 
be  renewed,  and  I  am  instructed  respectfully  to  request  that  the 
necessary  additional  precautions  may  be  taken  accordingly.  Major- 
General'  [J.  J.]  Reynolds  leaves  Morganza  for  the  mouth  of  White 
River  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning  in  the  steamer  Colonel  Cowles, 
and  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  communicating  to  him  and  to  the 
nearest  military  post  any  information  that  you  may  be  able  to  obtain 
in  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  After  the  time  General 
Reynolds  may  be  supposed  to  have  reached  White  River  you  are 
requested  to  send  dispatches  to  him,  care  of  the  naval  officer  com- 


696 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


manding  the  district  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  same  to  these  headquarters.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Lieutenant-C  olonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Officers  Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboats, 

On  Mississippi  River. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  intercepted  dispatch  giving  the  key  to  the  movement  of  the 
Confederates. 


Hdqrs  Military  Division  of  "West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La .,  October  18,  1861. 

Admiral:  I  received  a  dispatch  yesterday  morning  from  General 
Steele,  reporting  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  had  suddenly  fallen 
back,  but  that  he  was  unable  to  account  for  tills  unexpected  move¬ 
ment.  Last  night  we  succeeded  in  deciphering  a  captured  cipher 
telegram  from  Jefferson  Davis,  which,  I  think,  gives  the  key  to  the 
movement.  I  have  sent  a  fast  boat  up  the  river  to  notify  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  troops,  and  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  checkmate  the 
movement.  I  think  the  crossing  will  be  attempted  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Gaines  Landing.  I  have  been  notified  that  dispatches  in 
relation  to  the  projected  operations  from  the  neighborhood  of  Mobile 
will  be  down  by  the  next  steamer  from  New  York;  as  soon  as  they 
are  received  I  will  make  you  a  visit.  I  should  have  been  over  before 
this  time,  but  the  affairs  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  have  kept  me 
busy  as  well  as  anxious.  Porter  takes  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron; 
Pennock  desires  to  get  the  Manhattan  and  Tennessee.  As  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  rebels  will  probably  draw  the  heavier  gunboats  up,  I 
think  it  will  be  advisable  to  send  one  or  two  heavy  boats  to  the  mouth 
of  Red  River  until  after  this  matter  has  been  settled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Circular  from  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  commanding  officers  of  naval 
districts,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  asked  Admiral  Farragut  to  send  some  heavy  o-un- 
boats  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  replace  any  of  that  class  "that 
you  may  think  it  advisable  to  send  up  the  Mississippi  in  anticipation 
of  the  projected  crossing  by  the  rebels.  My  information  leads  to 
the  belief  that  the  crossing  under  Jeff  Davis’s  last  order  will  be  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines  Landing,  but  it  may  be  attempted 
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lower  down.  If  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  send  any  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  from  your  district,  I  will  endeavor  to  have  them  replaced  by 
arrangements  with  Admiral  Farragut  and  Commodore  Palmer. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Naval  Commanders  First,  Second,  Third, 

Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Districts, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  TI.  S.  Army, 
transmitting  order  sent  to  district  commanders. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis ,  Tenn .,  October  21,  186 j. 

General:  Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  sending  me  and  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  vessels  in  this  squadron  your  circular  of  the 
18th  [20th]  instant.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  the 
district  commanders,  and  feel  confident  that  no  lack  of  vigilance  on 
their  part  will  enable  the  enemy  to  accomplish  the  crossing  proposed. 
In  this  connection  allow  me  to  repeat  that  I  trust  Admiral  Farragut 
will  send  the  Manhattan  and  Tennessee  to  this  squadron.  Their 
services  in  cases  like  the  present  would  be  invaluable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  West  Miss.,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosure.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  23,,  1861f. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  a  member  of  General  Canby’s  staff 
of  the  capture  of  an  intercepted  cipher  dispatch,  the  original  of 
which  has  doubtless  reached  its  destination,  from  Jeff  Davis  to  the 
rebel  General  E.  K.  Smith,  ordering  certain  bodies  of  troops  to  cross 
to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  recommending  that  the 
crossing  should  take  place  at  some  point  above  that  part  of  the 
river  which  is  patrolled  by  the  larger  gunboats.  The  enemy  must 
not  be  allowed  to  cross  the  river.  Officers  commanding  will  develop 
their  utmost  vigilance  and  activity,  and  take  every  possible  precau¬ 
tion  to  prevent  such  a  movement.  Vessels  must  be  kept  in  motion, 
night  and  day.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  move  the  ironclads,  do  not 
hesitate  to  avail  yourself  of  the  services  of  any  steamer  or  steamers 
to  tow  them  with  rapidity  to  the  point  where  the  crossing  may  be 
prevented. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  regarding-  gnnboats  ordered  as  requested. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford-, 
Mobile  Bay ,  October  25, 1861/. 

General:  I  have  sent  orders  to  Commodore  Palmer  to  send  gun¬ 
boats  up  to  Red  River  as  requested  by  you.  One  gunboat  can  pre¬ 
vent  any  force  from  crossing  the  river  if  the  rebels  have  no  vessels  of 
war  for  transferring  their  men,  but  gunboats  must  go  in  couples,  to 
act  to  the  best  advantage  in  such  cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  XJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Forces ,  Division  of  West  Miss., 

Hdqrs.  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  expected  crossing  by  the  enemy. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  October  25,  1861/.. 

Captain:  !  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  22d  instant.  The  original  order  to  cross  the 
Mississippi  River  created  great  dissatisfaction  among  all  the  rebel 
troops  that  were  ordered  to  cross,  but  the  mutiny  was  confined  in 
great  measure  to  the  Texas  troops.  Jefferson  Davis,  in  renewing 
the  order  to  cross,  has  endeavored  to  provide  for  this  difficulty  by 
substituting  Wharton’s  division  for  Walker’s.  I  have  no  doubf  the 
attempt  to  cross  will  be  made  by  at  least  a  part  of  the  forces  now 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  exchange  proposed  for  the  engineer  of 
Captam  Ramsay’s  vessel  will  be  macle  if  there  should  be  no  special 
objection  to  it.  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  James  P.  Foster,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  3d  and  1/th  Dists .,  Miss.  Squadron, 

bff  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  received  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

No.  12.] 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  November  7,  186 J. 

.  SlR  ^  •  ^enant-Commander  Byron  Wilson,  commanding  the 
n\ei  district  next  above  New  Orleans,  reports,  under  date  of  26th 
ultimo,  that  General  Canby  has  given  him  notice  that  the  rebels 
would  probably  try  to  cross  at  or  near  Gaines  Landing,  below  the 
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Arkansas  River.  Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson  adds  that  General 
Canby  is  so  much  concerned  about  this  probable  movement  of  the 
enemy  as  to  apply  to  Admiral  Farragut  for  vessels  to  go  up  the 
river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell,  IT.  S.  Navy. 


No.  13.] 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  November  8,  186 A 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell,  commanding  Second  Dis¬ 
trict,  reports,  under  date  of  October  26  (received  to-day),  that  General 
Canby  had  informed  him  that  the  rebel  “  troops  have  refused  to  cross 
the  river,  and  that  he  had  no  apprehensions  on  the  subject.” 

Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell  does  not  give  the  date  of  his 
advices.  Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson’s  information  from  General 
Canby,  referred  to  in  my  No.  12  of  7th  instant,  was  received  on  the 
22 d ;  the  date  of  the  communication  was  not  stated,  however. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  accepting  command  of  the 

Mississippi  Squadron. 

Washington,  October  19,  186A 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  and  to  accept  the  command 
of  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  .  . 

I  beg  leave  to  make  my  acknowledgments  for  this  indication  of 

your  continued  confidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

p.  g._I  desire,  unless  greater  dispatch  is  necessary,  to  leave  here  on 
Wednesday  next  for  Cairo,  via  Philadelphia. 
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Navy  Department, 

W ashington,  October  21,  186 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant, 
accepting  the  command  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  tendered  to  you 
in  its  letter  of  the  17th  instant. 


You  can  delay  your  departure  until  the  26th  instant,  when  you  will 
proceed  to  Cairo  and  assume  comrnand  of  the  squadron,  hoisting  the 
flag  of  an  acting  rear-admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  assuminq  command  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 


U.  S.  Naval  Station, 
Mound  City,  IU.,  October  21, 186E 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  state  that  I  reported  this  day  to  the  senior  naval 
oflicer  present  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


A.  Bryson, 
Commander. 


Letter  from  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Morgan, 
U.  S.  Army,  making  enquiry  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  against  Memphis,  Tenn. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 

Memphis,  October  22,  186 

.  PEAR  Major:  1  s£nd  an  officer  again  to  ask  if  you  have  anv  further 
information  regarding  the  position  or  movements  of  the  enemv. 
Captain  Pennock  tells  me  that  he  may  leave  in  the  morning,  and  he 
desires  to  have  the  latest  news.  I  must  say  it  is  my  own  opinion  that 

Memnht8  'tl  ?°{  “J  ?ny  degree.  abandoned  their  intention  to  attack 
emphis.  Their  last  known  positions  place  them  on  roads  radiating 
hence  like  a  fan  and  much  nearer  Memphis  than  to  Columbus,  or  an? 
other  seemingly  threatened  point.  They  desire  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal 
security  by  circulating  rumors  of  intended  movements  into  Western 
Kentucky.  But  I  have  no  fear  that  they  will  deceive  you  into  a 
disregard  of  all  prudent  preparations.  * 

Yours,  very  truly,  Kobert  Townsend, 

tv/t  •  it7  Tr  Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Major  William  IT.  Morgan,  y 

Chief  of  Staff ,  etc. 
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Report  of  Captain  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  that  marines  or 
soldiers  he  plaxed  at  his  disposition  for  service  in  the  Western 
rivers. 

W  ashington,  Monday ,  October  24,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Department’s  order  of  the  21st  instant,  directing  me  to 
assume  command  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  was  received  last 
evening. 

I  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department  the  importance 
of  having  1,000  marines  or  other  soldiers,  with  a  corresponding  pro¬ 
vision  of  fieldpieces  and  transportation,  placed  at  my  disposition  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  armed  parties  interrupting  the  navigation 
of  the  Western  rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretaiqq  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  cooperation  of 
gunboats  for  the  protection  of  Columbus ,  Ky .,  and  Memphis , 
Tenn. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Memphis ,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1864- 


Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant  (No.  11)  I  have 
visited  Columbus,  Ky.,  where  I  was  informed  that  only  400  effective 
troops  were  stationed  for  its  defense,  and  that  an  attack  on  the  post 
was  expected.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison  had  stated  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  abandon 
the  post  in  the  event  of  his  gunboats  being  withdrawn.  This  being 
out  of  the  question,  I  reinforced  him  with  another  gunboat  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  additional  troops  arrived,  and  all  immediate 
danger  of  attack  subsided.  .  . 

I  arrived  in  Memphis  on  the  17th,  where,  as  I  anticipated,  an 
attack  was  hourly  expected.  I  had  a  strong  force  of  gunboats  at 
this  place,  and  was  enabled,  by  a  cordial  cooperation  with  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  to  arrange  satisfactorily  for  the  defense  of  the 

^Information  no  doubt  reached  the  rebels  that  the  army  and  navy 
were  prepared  to  receive  them.  Learning  that  they  had  passed  to 
the  northward  and  halted,  I  felt  satisfied  that  there  were  no  fears  of 

an  attack  at  that  time.  .  . 

I  therefore  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  monitor 
Osage,  which  vessel  has  been  high  and  dry  for  some  months  near 
Helena,  Ark. 

Mechanics  had  been  sent  down  to  work  on  her,  under  the  directions 
of  her  commander,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  W.  Rogers. 
I  found  that  owing  to  his  able  management  the  extensive  repairs  and 
alterations  which  were  required  upon  her  were  all  in  a  forward  state 


of  completion.  , 

As  soon  as  the  river  rises  sufficiently  she  will  be  floated  oft,  and 
will  then  be  in  far  better  condition  than  she  was  when  first  built. 
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She  now  lies  in  a  very  exposed  condition.  I  have  added  to  her  crew, 
directed  a  gunboat  to  guard  her,  and  requested  General  Buford,  who 
commands  at  Helena,  to  have  a  force  to  assist  in  her  defense,  should 
it  be  necessary. 

The  falling  water  admonished  me  not  to  pass  over  Helena  Bar  in 
this  vessel.  Wishing  to  keep  within  striking  distance  of  the  rebel 
forces  now  moving  in  the  vicinities  of  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  to 
be  in  the  position  most  favorable  to  hear  of  their  movements,  and 
to  be  ready  to  concentrate  a  force  of  gunboats  at  any  threatened  point 
of  attack,  I  returned  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Colonel  Oshand ,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  cooperation  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 
SkipwitNs  Landing ,  October  27,  186  f. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  although  some  rebels 
are  reported,  I  have  yet  been  able  to  find  only  a  few  at  any  one  time. 
Major  Cook  has  proceeded  up  the  Deer  Creek  as  far  as  Greenville 
and  will  swing  around  via  Lake  Washington  to  camp  here  some  time 
to-morrow.  About  30  mules,  50  cattle,  200  sheep,  and  30  bales  of 
cotton  have  come  in.  I  have  found  confiscable  cotton  to  the  amount 
of  500  bales  that  requires  from  seven  to  twenty-five  miles  hauling. 

To-night  the  gunboat  No.  11  ( Prairie  Bird)  will  be  at  Ashton  at 
2  a.  m.,  and  I  will  have  the  Metropolitan  there  at  that  time  to  land 
the  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry.  Captain  Baccn  is  very  desirous  that 
I  remain  a  few  days  to  attempt  the  solution  of  the  mystery  of  their 
crossing.  _  Should  I  not  receive  orders  from  you  to  the  contrary,  I 
shall  be  in  Vicksburg  Monday  or  Tuesday  morning.  Should  you 
desire  me  to  remain  longer  and  scout  the  vicinity  of  Gaines  Landing, 
I  will  need  rations  for  650  men  for  such  time  as  vou  mav  desig¬ 
nate.  *  *  *  J 

E.  D.  OSBAND. 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Expedition. 

Major-General  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 


Lexington,  October  27, 1861^—10.30  a.  m. 
What  gunboats  have  you  at  Paducah?  Call  upon  the  naval  com¬ 
mander  for  assistance,  and  report  what  he  can  do  for  you. 


S.  G.  Burbridge, 

Brevet  Major-General ,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  S.  Meredith, 

Paducah,  Ky . 
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Letter  from  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-General 
Smith ,  U.  S.  Army ,  referring  to  the  expected  attack  upon  Memphis , 
Tenn. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Memphis ,  Tenn.,  October  28,  186 4.. 

General:  I  have  forwarded  your  communication  of  this  day’s 
date  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  As  I 
was  included  in  the  address  of  your  letter,  I  reply  to  your  query  by 
saying  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  it  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  in 
checking  guerrilla  outrages  if  steamers  be  forbidden  to  land  on  the 
east  bank  cf  the  river  between  Columbus  and  this  place.  If  you 
will  issue  such  an  order  I  will  not  wait  to  hear  from  Captain  Pen- 
nock  in  regard  to  it,  but  will  cooperate  with  you  by  giving  a  similar 
order  to  the  gunboats  above  Memphis.  I  also  sent  to  Captain  Pen- 
nock  the  information  you  received  from  Colonel  Osband  in  regard 
to  another  contemplated  attack  upon  Memphis. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  M.  L.  Smith,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee  ad  interim. 


Letter  from  Captain  Pennock,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  commanding  Mississippi 
Squadron  pro  tern.,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
expedition  down  the  river. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Columbus,  [Kyi],  October  28,  1864- 

Dear  Admiral  :  I  did  not  go  lower  down  the  river  than  where  the 
Osage  lies  hard  aground.  Falling  water  admonished  me  not  to  take 
this  vessel  over  Helena  Bar,  and  I  desired  to  keep  within  striking 
distance  of  the  enemy,  who  are  now  in  strong  force  m  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  On  my  way  down,  I  found  only  400  effective  troops  at 
Columbus!  The  commandant  of  the  post  told  Captain  Mitchell  that 
if  the  gunboats  were  taken  away  he  would  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the 
place-  of  course,  this  was  out  of  the  question.  I  ordered  another 
gunboat  there  and  remained  myself  until  reinforcements  arrived.  I 
then  pushed  on  to  Memphis,  where  I  found  an  attack  was  hourly 
expected  and  with  good  reason,  too.  I  had  a  good  force  of  gun¬ 
boats  there,  and  both  army  and  navy  were  well  prepared  to  receive 
the  rebels.  After  hanging  about  the  neighborhood  a  few  days,  the 
rebs  came'to  a  conclusion  that  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor, 
and  moved  off  in  a  northerly  direction.  I  am  following  them  up, 
for  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  have  trouble  on  the  upper  river. 

At  Memphis  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
(forwarded  from  Cairo),  ordering  Mr.  Woodruff  to  report  to  you. 

I  have  sent  him  as  soon  as  I  possibly  could. 

Mrs  Pennock  writes  me  that  she  has  seen  Breese  and  Guild  and 
received  a  very  kind  note  from  you,  informing  her  that  you  had 
obtained  an  order  from  General  Grant  in  relation  to  her  father.  She 
feels  grateful  to  you  for  this  and  your  many  other  acts  of  kindness. 
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As  soon  as  Lieutenant-Commander  May  arrived  I  ordered  him  to 
the  command  of  the  Fifth  District  and  McCauley  to  this  ship.  I 
found  it  necessary  to  have  a  captain  for  her,  and  one,  too,  in  whom 
I  could  confide.  I  thought  it  best  that  Flye'  should  retain  command 
of  the  Benton  for  the  present  to  aid  May  with  his  experience.  I  feel 
deejDly  interested  in  your  movements  and  wish  you  every-  success. 

The  Osage  is  in  better  condition  now  than  when  she  was  delivered 
over  to  us.  She  is  all  ready  to  be  floated  off  as  soon  as  the  river 
rises.  Mr.  Laning  is  hard  at  work  on  the  Indianola.  The  river  is 
falling  very  fast,  and  I  fear  we  shall  again  have  very  low  water, 
which  will  interfere  with  our  operations. 

I  expect  to  return  to  Mound  City  to-morrow  to  meet  the  commis¬ 
sioners.  When  I  get  through  with  them,  if  all  is  quiet,  I  will  go 
down  the  river,  even  if  I  have  to  take  a  tinclad;  that  is  to  say,  if 
no  one  is  sent  out  to  relieve  me.  Give  m}^  warmest  regards  to  Breese 
and  all  friends,  and  tell  Breese  to  write  me. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Order  of  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
mander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  prohibiting  the  landing  of  steamers 
on  east  bank  of  river  between  Memphis ,  Tenn.,  and  Columbus ,  Ky. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex, 
Memphis ,  Tenn .,  October  29,  186 4. 
Sir:  After  consultation  with  Brigadier-General  M.  L.  Smith,  it 
has  been  agreed  upon  as  a  probable  preventive  of  guerrilla  outrages 
above  Memphis  that  steamers  be  forbidden  to  land'  on  the  east  bank 
of  the.  river  between  Columbus  and  this  place.  So  long  as  this 
order  is  in  force,  you  w’ill  please  direct  the  gunboats  under  your 
command  not  to  permit  any  steamer  to  land  (under  protection  or 
not)  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  below  Columbus.  It  will  be 
well  to  try  whether  cutting  off  their  supplies  will  not  induce  the 
inhabitants  to  take  measures  to  prevent  guerrilla  attacks  upon 
steamers.  1 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  conditions  in 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  29,  186 4. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place. 

The  enemy  is  reported  in  strong  force  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
and  the  intention  appears  to  be  to  blockade  the  river  below  Johnson- 
ville  and  thus  cut  off  supplies  from  General  Sherman’s  army. 
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Every  precaution  has  been  taken  with  the  force  now  at  my  disposal 
to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  design. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Pennock,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Townsend, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  general  order  restricting  the  hid¬ 
ing  of  vessels  unless  under  naval  or  military  protection. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  October  31, 1864. 
Sir:  *  *  *  I  enclose  you  Admiral  Porter’s  Order  No.  121, 

which  you  will  please  have  strictly  carried  out.  The  enemy  are  de¬ 
sirous  of  capturing  a  boat  to  enable  them  to  cross  the  river,  and  will 
use  all  means  to  obtain  this  end,  even  if  they  are  to  succeed  in  getting 
one  which  -would  only  transfer  a  handful  of  men  at  a  time.  You  will 
therefore  perceive  the  necessity  of  preventing  any  boats  landing  at 
any  point,  above  or  below  Memphis,  except  at  military  posts,  or  under 
such  protection  as  a  gunboat  gives  when  her  guns  cover  the  entire 
landing  and  its  approaches. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Captain,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commander  Kobert  Townsend, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  Memphis. 

[Enclosure.] 


General  Orders,}  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  121.  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo ,  III.,  November  12, 1863. 

Owing  to  disobedience  of  orders  on  the  part  of  Acting  Master 
Lyman  Bartholomew,  of  U.  S.  S.  Eastport ,  in  permitting  a  steamer 
to  land  when  not  under  his  guns  and  protection,  and  then  paying  her 
a  visit  in  a  boat  with  a  small  crew,  the  steamer  Allen  Collier  was 
destroyed  by  guerrillas  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  taken  prisoner.  This 
is  to  notify  all  persons  belonging  to  this  squadron  that  no  steamer 
■will,  under  any  circumstances,  be  allowed  to  land  at  any  point  on  the 
Mississippi  River  except  at  a  military  post  or  with  a  gunboat  close 
alongside  of  her,  and  in  such  a  position  that  the  guns  of  the  gunboat 
will  completely  command  the  levee. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

Baton  Rouge,  October  31,  186]j. 

Eight  torpedoes  recently  arrived  at  Clinton,  [La.],  and  about  ten 
days  [later]  they  were  sent  in  the  direction  of  Bayou  Sara,  so  the 
scout  of  whom.  I  telegraphed  adds  to  his  previous  [report] . 

F.  W.  Emery, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Endorsement.] 

New  Orleans,  November  1 , 1861. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  the  commanding  officer  U.  S. 
gunboat  General  Bragg. 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Lieutenant-C  olonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Brigadier-General  Lee, 

H eadguarters  Military  Division  West  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
naval  officers  at  Paducah  and  Smithland ,  Kg.,  to  forward  dispatch 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitch ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Black  Hawk, 
Thursday ,  November  1,  1861 — 1  cl.  rn. 

I  wish  Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch  to  receive  the  enclosed 
important  dispatch  as  soon  as  possible.  Send  it  to  him  immediately, 
wherever  he  may  be. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Commanding  Naval  Officers  at  Paducah  and  Smithland. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  upon  assuming 
command  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

No.  1.]  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  1, 1861. 
Sir  :  To-day  I  assume  command  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

The  enemy  is  active  on  the  Tennessee  River.  The  Undine  (gun¬ 
boat  No.  55)  and  two  army  transports  were,  it  is  reported  (but  not 
officially),  captured  on  the  Tennessee  River  just  before  my  arrival. 
The  Undine  was  a  small  tinclad,  or  light-draft,  carrying  only 
howitzers. 

Captain  Pennock  informs  me  that  every  available  gunboat  has 
been  sent  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Shirk,  commanding  in  that 
locality,  and  that  10  additional  light-draft  steamers  are  necessary  on 
the  Ohio  and  its  tributaries  and  on  the  Mississippi.  I  recommend 
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that  authority  be  given  to  obtain  and  equip  these  10  steamers  with 
all  practicable  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D„  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Devoe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  re¬ 
garding  torpedoes  to  be  placed  by  the  enemy  in  the  river  at  Bayou 

Sara  and  Tunica  Bend. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  2,  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  reliable 
information  that  eight  large  torpedoes,  made  of  square  iron  chests, 
furnished  on  top  with  tubes  5  feet  long,  with  percussion  attachments, 
were  sent  from  Clinton,  La.,  October  18 — four  to  Bayou  Sara  and 
four  to  Tunica  Bend — to  be  placed  in  the  river  at  those  points. 

I  have  advised  Captain  Foster,  who  is  now  here  as  a  witness  on  a 
court-martial,  of  the  facts.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  further  investi¬ 
gation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Devoe, 

Acting  Master ,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  111. 

[Endorsement.] 

Acknowledged.  Print  it  and  send  to  each  army  officer. 

As  this  is  signed  by  an  officer  and  not  marked  “  Confidential,”  it 
was  put  in  the  printer’s  hands  without  its  occurring  to  me  that  the 
writer  is  a  detective.  L. 

November  11. — Acknowledged.  Source  of  information  desired. 
Printed.  Special  Order  No.  1. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  quartermaster 
at  Cairo ,  III.,  stating  his  inability  to  furnish  protection  to  sunken 
steamer  Universe. 

Mound  City,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  date,  and  regret 
that  I  have  no  gunboat  to  protect  the  sunken  steamer  Universe.  The 
present  active  operations  in  the  Tennesse  River  and  the  necessity  for 
preventing  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Mississippi  requires  all  the 
available  force. 

I  suggest  that  some  fieldpieces  and  troops  be  sent  down  on  the 
bell  boat,  and  I  hereby  write  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  at 
Memphis,  directing  him  to  give  all  the  aid  in  his  power. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S .  P .  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Captain  and  Quartermaster  A.  C.  Woolfoi.k, 

Cairo ,  III. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  reguest  of  the  latter  for  marines  for  Western 
waters. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  186 A 
Sir:  Your  application  for  a  thousand  marines  for  service  in  the 
Mississippi  Squadron  was  referred  to  the  commandant  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  who  states  that  there  is  “  a  great  want  of  men  to  comply  with 
the  daily  demands  made  upon  us  for  guards  for  vessels  going  to  sea.” 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  claim  for  railroad  iron  captured  by  Mississippi 
Squadron  in  Red  River. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads^N  ovember  3,  186 A 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  enclosed  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  statement :  The  railroad  iron  in  question  was  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  rebel  authorities  and  used  to  cover  the  casemates  of  Fort 
De  Russy,  on  Red  River.  Part  of  it  was  used  by  our  army  in  con¬ 
structing  the  dam  at  Alexandria;  the  remainder  was  sent  to  Cairo, 
to  be  reported  to  the  court  or  used  for  the  Government. 

The  man  Roberts  was  arrested  as  a  spy,  having  given  all  kinds  of 
information  to  the  rebels.  He  was  turned  over  to  General  ^Banks 
for  trial. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  iron  was  the  property  of  the  rebel  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  under  seizure  by  them.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  court  to  de¬ 
cide,  and  I  presume  Captain  Pennock  has  taken  the  proper  steps 
with  regard  to  it.  . 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  drniraZ. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads ,  November  3 , 186 A 

Sir  :  I  have  to  state  in  reference  to  the  railroad  iron  captured  by 
the  Mississippi  Squadron  up  Red  River,  that  while  on  a  reconnois- 
sance  above  the  falls  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  fleet,  I  met  at  a 
house  on  the  bank  a  man  who,  in  the  course  of  a  conversation,  claimed 
to  own  the  railroad  iron  at  Alexandria. 

He  stated  that  the  Confederate  Government  had  seized  it  and  that 
he  had  been  paid  for  a  portion  of  it,  which  had  been  used,  he  sup¬ 
posed,  on  the  rebel  ironclads,  but  that  that  at  Alexandria  had  never 
been  paid  for.  He  stated,  further,  that  he  got  out  of  the  Confederacy 
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on  the  plea  of  being  an  alien  (an  Irishman),  had  gone  abroad  to 
Ireland,  had  lived  there  some  time,  returned  to  Natchez,  and  had 
made  his  way  across  the  country  to  look  out  for  his  property.  This 
person  claimed  to  be  a  Union  man. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron , 

Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads ,  V a. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  give  assistance  to  sunken 
steamer  Universe. 

Mound  City,  November  3,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  desire  that  you  will  give  such  protection  and  assistance  as 
may  be  in  your  power  to  the  sunken  steamer  Universe  and  to  the 
parties  who  will  be  sent  with  a  bell  boat  to  raise  her,  without,  how¬ 
ever,  allowing  necessary  naval  movements  and  operations  to  be  inter¬ 
fered  with  by  so  doing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 


ting 

Townsend ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 


Mound  City,  November  3 ,  186 1^. 

Sir:  Your  relief,  Commander  Bryson,  having  reported,  you  are 
authorized  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Essex  to  him  and  to 
report  to  me  here. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commander  Robt.  Townsend, 

U .  S.  S.  Essex. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Devoe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  services 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg ,  for  restricting  the  placing  of  tor¬ 
pedoes. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  J/.,  186 f. 

Captain  :  On  the  2d  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  by 
the  steamer  M.  Forsyth ,  a  report  of  the  discovery  of  the  transship¬ 
ment  of  eight  torpedoes,  made  of  square  chests  of  iron,  and  furnished 
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with  tubes  5  feet  in  length,  and  percussion  attachments,  from  Clin¬ 
ton,  La.,  four  of  which  were  destined  for  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bayou  Sara,  and  four  for  Tunica  Bend.  I  also  advised  you  in  that 
dispatch  that  I  had  reported  the  fact  to  Captain  J.  P.  Foster.  Since 
that  time  I  have  seen  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  Ouachita ,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  him  the  same  information. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  if  I  had  placed  at  my  disposal 
some  swift  vessel,  like  the  Bragg ,  to  ply  between  such  points,  as  the 
exigency  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  engaged  requires,  great  public 
good  would  result  therefrom.  Captain  Dominy,  of  the  Bragg ,  is 
well  acquainted  not  only  with  all  points  between  Natchez  and  New 
Orleans,  but  with  the  principal  personages  to  communicate  wTith  to 
obtain  information  of  importance  to  the  Government.  From  what 
I  have  been  able  to  judge,  there  are  two  great  central  points  of  oper¬ 
ations  for  the  rebels  to  procure  supplies,  one  of  which  has  its  center 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  is  operated  between  that  point  and  Natchez; 
and  the  other  at  New  Orleans,  [operated]  from  that  point  up.  The 
provost-marshals  at  these  points,  and  particularly  at  New  Orleans, 
seem  to  be  very  generous  in  granting  permits — and  more  especially 
so  to  good-looking  and  interesting  ladies.  The  Government  aids  and 
detectives  on  board  of  packets  seem  to  be,  in  general,  of  very  easy 
virtue,  and  ready  to  be  convinced  by  solid  arguments.  Those  on  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river  are  most  particularly  so,  and  I  think  they 
require  fully  as  much  surveillance  as  the  passengers  on  board  the 
vessels.  With  a  little  practice,  and  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  country,  I  feel  confident  in  being  able  to  secure  important  results. 
I  have  already  succeeded  in  establishing  confidential  relations  be¬ 
tween  myself  and  persons  at  Morganza  and  Tunica  Bend,  and  think 
that  if  I  were  to  be  placed  in  a  position  so  that  I  might  quickly  move 
from  point  to  point,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  require, 
great  advantages  to  the  Government  would  be  the  result.  In  my 
view,  the  greatest  dangers  to  our  fleet  lie  below  Natchez  and  above 
New  Orleans.  Natchez,  also,  is  a  point  which  requires  surveillance. 

If  it  meets  your  views,  and  you  think  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  will  permit  of  it,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that 
Captain  Dominy  (in  whom,  after  a  full  trial,  I  "feel  the  utmost 
confidence)  be  directed  to  cruise  between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans, 
and  remain  such  a  length  of  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  results  desired  at  any  point. 

I  think  that  by  these  means  I  shall  be  enabled  to  secure  on  shore 
such  relations  as  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Government.  I  have 
already  in  my  possession  the  secret  cipher  of  the  rebels,  and  can  place 
myself  in  such  a  position  as  to  intercept  all  their  communications 
between  Natchez  and  Donaldsonville.  Should  you  desire  it,  I  will 
forward  you  a  copy  of  the  rebel  cipher  and  instructions  how  to  use  it. 

I  simply  throw  out  these  hints  to  you  for  what  they  may  be  worth, 
and  will  await  your  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  if  any  letters  or  packages  are  in  your  possession 
for  me.  do  me  the  favor  to  forward  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  B.  Devoe,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 
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Report  of  F.  II.  Gerdes ,  advising  that  the  officers  of  the  TJ .  S.  Coast 
Survey  he  given  assimilated  rank  in  the  Navy. 

Mound  City,  November  4,  186 If. 

Admiral:  In  making  surveys  and  reconnoissances  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  in  which  I  am  at  present  engaged  under  your  orders,  it 
is  unavoidable  to  land  very  frequently  on  the  respective  shores,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  measurements  to  certain  objects,  for  observing 
angles  and  bearings,  for  sketching  of  landings,  of  the  roads  and 
houses,  of  the  cultivation,  etc.,  and  to  penetrate  occasionally  short 
distances  from  the  banks,  to  gain  information  about  communication 
between  the  river  and  inland  towns  and  districts,  and  about  such 
localities,  which  are  mostly  used  by  the  rebels  for  crossing  from  one 
side  to  the  other.  With  the  utmost  precaution  which  I  have  always 
employed  to  prevent  surprise,  it  remains  nevertheless  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  guard  myself  and  party  from  danger  of  attack.  At  Grand 
Gulf  last  spring  I  was  daily  aware  of  guerrilla  bands  which  very 
frequently  approached  us  within  rifle  fire  and  used  their  arms  on 
every  occasion  against  us.  In  case  of  a  sudden  surprise  and  capture 
myself  and  party  would  be  in  a  very  sad  predicament,  having  been 
taken  in  what  the  rebels  assert  to  be  their  territory,  with  instruments 
in  hand  and  in  the  very  act  of  surveying  their  lines  and  fortifications, 
etc.,  and  we  might  be  treated  by  these  lawless  bands  as  spies  or,  in 
the  best  case,  as  common  soldiers  or  sailors,  holding  no  commission 
whatever  except  an  order  from  civil  authorities.  I  spoke  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter  on  the  subject  and  he  fully  agreed  with  me  that  it 
would  be  just  and  prudent  to  procure  for  us  a  certain  assimilated 
rank  and  to  authorize  me  and  my  party  to  wear  uniform  accordingly. 
Mr.  [J.  E.]  Hilgard,  the  assistant  in  charge  of  the  Coast  Survey,  met 
the  admiral  subsequently  in  the  Navy  Department  in  Washington 
and  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  conversed  on  the  subject  with 
the  honorable  Assistant  Secretary,  who  had  no  objection  to  such  an 
arrangement  and  that  it  would  be  therefore  carried  out  before  my 
return  to  the  West,  I  suppose  the  more  pressing  duties  attending  to 
his  transfer  to  another  station  have  interfered  with  the  admirals 
attention  to  this  subject  and  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  the  matter 

before  you.  .  .  ,  , 

I  have  been  nearly  thirty  years  m  the  service  without  any  leave  or 
furlough  and  this  is  the  fourth  season  that  I  have  been  attached  to 
the  Mortar  Flotilla  and  Mississippi  Squadron.  My  officers  are  sub- 
assistants  and  aids,  all  promising  young  men,  to  wit: 

F.  P.  Webber,  senior  subassistant  ;  served  in  the  Army  as  topo¬ 
graphical  engineer.  Occupation,  triangulation  and  topography. 

T  C.  Bowie,  subassistant,  eight  years  in  the  service,  of  which  three 
were  in  the  Mississippi  fleet.  Occupation,  hydrography  and  recon- 

noissance.  ,  .  ,  ,  n  . 

A.  T.  Mosman,  subassistant;  I  think  he  served,  too,  m  the  Army.. 

J.  B.  Adamson,  aid;  served  four  years,  of  which  two  years  were  in 

the  Mississippi  fleet, 

B.  B.  Sengteller,  aid ;  service  several  years. 

F.  W.  Perkins,  aid;  several  years’  service. 

Of  these,  only  Subassistant  Bowie  and  Mr.  Adamson  are  for  the 
present  here.  The  others  are  to  join  me  after  Rear-Admiral  Davis 


712 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


has  no  further  use  of  my  services  in  the  navy-yard  commission,  when 
I  have  to  continue  the  regular  river  reconnoissance.  A  commission, 
with  an  assimilated  rank,  would,  of  course,  involve  no  expenditure  to 
the  Department  whatever,  as  the  salaries  are  paid  by  the  Coast 
Survey,  nor  would  it  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  promotion  of 
others.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Gerdes, 

Assistant  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  attached  as 
Topographical  Engineer  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Navy  Department  with  recommendation 
that  rank  be  conferred,  as  suggested,  and  that  it  be  made  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  naval  rank  at  similar  rates  of  pay  as  far  as  practicable. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Devoe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  preparation  of  torpedoes  by  the  Confederates. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg, 

Off  Baton  Rouge ,  November  5,  1861,.. 

Captain  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  3d  [4th]  advising  you  of  some  dis¬ 
coveries  which  I  had  made  in  relation  to  torpedoes. ‘  Since  that  time 
I  have  left  Rew  Orleans  on  the  General  Bragg,  and  am  now  on  my 
way  to  her  station,  where  I  propose  to  pursue  the  investigation  of 
the  matter  entrusted  to  me.  Since  I  wrote  you,  I  have  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  a  person  named  Dorthula  Williams  (a  yellow  woman) 
and  others,  from  whom  I  have  gained  the  following'  information : 

The  torpedo  which  was  picked  up  by  Captain  J.  P.  Foster  was 
manufactured  about  6  miles  back  of  Tunica  Bend,  in  the  rear  of  Rat¬ 
liff’s  Landing,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  Hill,  who  is  now 
reported  to  be  dead.  The  powder  with  which  the  torpedoes  (20  in 
number)  were  charged  was  procured  by  Hill  from  a  place  called 
Woodville.  He  had  associated  with  him  in  their  manufacture  a  Mr. 

Thompson,  -  Bether,  and  -  Curry.  The  torpedoes  were 

made  in  a  pasture  lot  near  Bayou  Sara  Creek,  about  5  or  6  miles 
from  the  river.  The  landing  is  at  Ratliff’s  Landing;  the  road  is 
straight  out  from  the  levee  to  a.  creek  (about  4  miles  back^,  which  is 
to  be  crossed.  Then  the  left-hand  road  is  to  be  taken  for  about  1 
mile,  till  three  large  chimneys  of  a  sugar  house  are  reached,  and  an 
old  pasture  lot  is  the  scene  of  operations. 

Torpedoes  are  now  also  made  at  and  near  Black  Hawk  Point 
That  which  was  caught  by  Captain  Foster  was  made  at  the  first 
place  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  was  put  into  the  water  by  Raph. 
Jackson  and  tv  o  others,  named  Thomas  and  Bether.  An  old  negro 
called  ‘‘Old  Pat,”  who  belongs  to  Raph.  Jackson,  hauled  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  m  a  wagon  from  the  place  they  were  made  to  the  head  of 
Cat  Island,  and  they  were  put  into  the  water  (20  of  them,  and  1  of 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS, 


713 


which  Captain  Foster  discovered)  by  Jackson  and  the  two  others 
whom  I  have  mentioned.  All  of  these  torpedoes  seem  to  have  failed 
because  of  some  fault  in  their  construction.  They  were  made  of 
demijohns,  filled  with  powder,  covered  with  an  additional  basket¬ 
like  protection,  and  tilled  with  tubes  and  floats.  Some  of  them  were 
calculated  to  float  and  to  explode  after  contact  with  some  obstacle  to 
their  progress,  and  others  were  to  be  anchored  and  to  be  pulled  off 
by  lines  connected  with  the  shore.  All  of  these  infernal  contrivances 
have  failed;  and  the  rebels  have  now  adopted  another  form,  eight 
of  which  have  been  completed  at  Clinton,  La.,  as  I  advised  you  a 
day  or  two  since.  They  are  made  of  square  iron  chests  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  tubes  5  feet  in  length,  armed  Avith  percussion  attachments. 
We  shall  try  to  make  these  as  unavailable  as  those  which  I  have  first 
mentioned,  if  you  will  give  me  some  latitude  of  command  of  the 
movement  of  a  swift  vessel  like  the  Bragg.  Of  course  you  will  read¬ 
ily  perceive  that  in  an  investigation  like  that  which  I  am  pursuing 
circumstances  must  always  govern  movements  to  be  successful.  To 
lose  the  time  necessary  to  communicate  with  your  headquarters  to 
make  known  facts,  receive  orders,  and  execute  them,  would  be  to 
hazard  all,  and,  perhaps,  endanger  the  safety  of  many  vessels  in  the 
fleet.  At  present  I  am  circumscribed  in  my  movements  and  opera¬ 
tions,  and  can  only  proceed  under  your  order  or  that  of  your  divi¬ 
sion  officer.  Circumstances  have  already  arisen  in  the  execution  of 
the  verbal  orders  given  me  by  you  which  would  make  it  necessary 
for  me  to  move  from  point  to  point  with  celerity  to  insure  success; 
but  I  have  no  power  to  do  so  at  present  under  my  control.  Rapidity 
of  manipulation  of  the  information  procured  is  absolutely  necessary, 
always,  to  success ;  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  and  its 
residents  are  no  less  secondary.  I  find  these  essentials  in  Captain 
Dominy,  the  commander  of  the  Bragg ,  in  whom  I  have  found  a  ready 
and  intelligent  cooperator  in  every  respect,  and  a  thorough,  stanch, 

and  true  man.  . 

Pardon  me  if  I  am  overzealous  m  suggesting  that,  it  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  service  will  allow  of  it,  the  Bragg  be  detailed  at  present 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  engaged,  with  au¬ 
thority  to  move  to  any  and  all  points  on  the  Mississippi  lequisite  for 
the  public  good.  However,  your  own  superior  judgment  and  expe¬ 
rience  will  enable  you  to  apply  the  proper  remedy,  and  give  me  such 
instructions  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  what  you  desire. 

I  am  now  on  my  way  to  ascertain  whether,  at  this  time,  torpedoes 
are  made  at  or  near  the  point  which  I  have  before  mentioned  herein, 
and  I  will  report  the  result  of  my  investigations  to  you. 

I  have  also  ascertained  the  fact  that  a  rebel  mail  from  Richmond 
and  other  points  is  crossed  every  Thursday  night  at  the  foot  of 
Tunica  Island  in  a  skiff  by  a  person  named  Curry,  who  is  guarded 
and  protected  by  a  rebel  sergeant  named  Tony  Dougherty  and  20 
scouts.  With  proper  vigilance  and  management  these  mails,  or  some 
of  them,  may  be  captured,  and  valuable  information  procured. 

In  short,  I  am  only  able  to  throw  out  to  you  crude  hints  suggested 
to  my  mind,  after  a  superficial  investigation,  and  which  may  be  made 
valuable  to  the  interests  of  the  Government  by  a  prompt  and  vigor¬ 
ous  course  of  action.  You  will  readily  perceive  the  disadvantages 
under  which  I  labor,  and  I  hope  to  receive  from  you  the  necessary 
power  to  remedy  them. 
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Pardon  me  if  I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  I  should  be 
furnished  with  written  orders,  empowering  me  to  order  the  arrest 
and  confinement  of  any  person  or  persons  whom  I  may  find  acting 
in  an  unlawful  or  treasonable  manner  toward  our  Government.  As 
the  case  now  stands,  I  am  comparatively  powerless  to  arrest,  no 
matter  how  grave  the  offense  may  be.  All  arrests  made  in  pursuance 
of  such  power  should  be  reported  at  once  to  such  authority  as  you 
may  direct  for  investigation  and  judgment. 

Permit  me  also  to  respectfully  suggest  that  I  should  be  furnished 
with  discretionary  power  to  move  from  point  to  point,  as  the  necessi¬ 
ties  of  the  service  may  require. 

After  I  finish  this  business,  if  the  interests  of  the  Government  will 
permit  it,  I  should  like  to  receive  permission  to  visit  you  at  Cairo  and 
lay  before  you  many  important  facts  which  have  been  presented  to 
me  in  my  service  down  the  river,  and  to  perfect  a  plan  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  cooperation  with  you.  There  are  many  things  of  im¬ 
portance  which  I  could  say  to  you,  and  which  I  would  hesitate  to  put 
in  writing. 

I  think  that,  if  you  will  give  me  the  necessary  power,  I  can  not 
only  detect  but  also  arrest  many  of  these  torpedo  and  mail  criminals 
against  our  Government. 

.Since  I  have  been  in  New  Orleans,  I  have  had  personal  interviews 
with  Major-Generals  Canby  and  Hurlbut  and  their  provost-marshal 
generals,  and  have  effected  with  them  plans  of  cooperation  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the  Government.  I  have  received  the 
utmost  courtesy  and  attention  from  all  of  the  officials,  military  and 
naval,  and  feel  confident  that  I  shall  receive  a  heartv  cooperation 
from  them  all. 


Of  course  I  have  only  made  known  the  real  object  of  my  mission 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  departments  and  to  Captains  Foster 
and  Dominy,  under  strict  injunctions  of  secrecy.  It  was  necessary. 

In  my  investigations  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  have  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  a  thoroughly  stanch  and  reliable  interpreter.  I  was  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  discover  an  old  servant  of  mine  attached  to  the 
Eleventh  New  York  Cavalry,  and  I  applied  to  Major-General  Canby 
to  have  him  detailed  for  special  service  under  my  orders.  He  at 
once  granted  my  request,  and  I  now  have  an  order 'transferrino-  him 
f i om  his  regiment  to  act  under  my  orders.  Will  you  do  me  the 
favoi.  to  send  me  the  necessary  authority  to  have  him  subsisted  and 
go  with  me?  I  know  him  and  can  trust  him.  I  would  hesitate  to 
do  so  to  a  stranger.  His  name  is  Herman  Houhege. 

If  I  have  been  unnecessarily  prolix  in  this  communication,  you 
will  please  excuse  it,  on  the  ground  of  my  being  desirous  to  be  thor¬ 
oughly  understood  by  you. 

Please  forward  me  any  letters  or  packages  which  you  may  have 
directed  to  me,  on  the  General  Bragg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

~  _  J.  B.  Devoe,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

P.  S. — Please  send  me  some  official  writing  paper  and  envelopes. 
Please  send  by  first  conveyance— transport  or  packet— instructions 
etc-  J.B.D. 
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[Endorsement  No.  1.] 

Black  Hawk,  November  15,  1861f- 
Received  and  read  and  referred  back  to  Captain  Pennock  to 
endorse  and  return  to  me  with  the  expression  of  his  opinion  as  to 
the  measure  of  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  writer  and  in  his  recom¬ 
mendations. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Endorsement  No.  2.] 

November.  16,  1864. 

Mr.  Devoe,  the  writer  of  the  within  communication,  is,  I  under¬ 
stand,  a  New  York  detective.  He  was  appointed  an  acting  master 
upon  recommendation  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

Personally  I  know  but  little  of  Mr.  Devoe,  but  should  place  confi¬ 
dence  in  any  statement  made  by  a  person  to  whom  Admiral  Porter 
had  assigned  so  important  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  M.  Pennock,  _ 

C ommandant  of  Station. 


Special  order  of  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  naval  officers  in  the  Army  coae  of  signals. 

Special  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Division  of  West  Miss., 

No.  178.  J  New  Orleans ,  La.,  November  5 ,  186 b. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

2  Lieutenant  Frank  N.  Wicker,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  will 
proceed  by  first  transport  to  Mound  City,  Ill.,  and  report  m  person 
to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  commanding  Mississippi  Naval  Squadron, 
on  business  connected  with  the  army  code  of  signals.  Having  made 
satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron,  Lieutenant  Wicker  will  at  once  enter  upon  the  duty 
of  instructing  the  officers  of  the  squadron  in  the  army  code  of 
signals,  and  will  make  requisition  upon  the  chief  signal  officer,  Mili¬ 
tary  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  for  any  assistant  that  he  may 
need  and  upon  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  acting  ord¬ 
nance  officer,  Signal  Corps,  Military  Division  West  Mississippi,  for 
any  equipments  and  stores  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  duties.  Sergeant  Rich,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 
will  report  to  Lieutenant  Wicker  for  duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Lieutenant-C olonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 

Canity,  U.  S.  Army ,  transmitting  copy  of  General  Order  No.  1. 

Mound  City,  November  5 , 186Jj. 

General:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  for  your  information  my  General 
Order  No.  1,  issued  on  assuming  command  of  this  squadron. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  cooperate  heartily  with  you  and  to  cultivate 
the  best  relations  between  the  two  arms  of  the  public  defense. 

I  transmit  enclosed  three  of  Admiral  Porter’s  General  Orders,  Nos. 
121,*  209,*  and  227,  respecting  the  landing  of  trading  steamboats 
on  the  Mississippi.  Before  my  arrival  and  on  receipt  of  your  confi¬ 
dential  commiunication  of  the  18th  ultimo  to  officers  commanding 
gunboats  on  the  Mississippi  River,  Captain  Pennock,  then  command¬ 
ing  this  squadron,  gave  instructions  substantially  enforcing  Admiral 
Porter’s  General  Order  No.  121,  with  the  view  to  meet  your  object, 
and  prevent  the  crossing  of  rebel  troops  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi. 

It  is  desirable  to  have  an  open  and  very  clear  understanding  on 
this  hitherto  vexed  question  of  trade,  so  that  while  legal  trade  and 
the  authorized  plantation  system  may  be  carried  on  the  military 
interests  of  the  country  may  not  suffer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  _  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  M ilitary  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


[Enclosures,] 

General  Order  1  Mississippi  Squadron, 

N°-  1-  J  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  1 , 186 L 
By  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Existing  squadron  orders  and  regulations  will  remain  in  force  until 
otherwise  directed. 

,  ,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 


General  Order  1  Mississippi  Squadron, 

No.  227.  j  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

.  M ound  City ,  June  29,  186 A 

The  order  relating  to  the  shipping  of  supplies  to  the  rebels  does 
not  apply  to  plantation  supplies,  which  can  be  landed  under  whole¬ 
some  restrictions. 

„  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 


*  See  pp.  347,  705. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain , 
Pennock ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  prepare  for  service  the  TJ .  8.  steamers 
Cincinnati  and  Tuscumbia. 


Mound  City,  III.,  November  5 ,  1864- 

Sir:  I  desire  you,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  on  the  1st  instant,  to  repair 
and  equip  the  ironclad  Cincinnati  for  service  with  all  dispatch. 
Enclosed  is  an  order  for  survey  on  the  Tuscumbia ;  Acting  Naval 
Constructor  [Charles  F.]  Kendall  is  on  it  and  is  absent  on  leave  at 
Cincinnati,  but  is  telegraphed  to  return  here  immediately. 

Next  to  the  Cincinnati  and  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as  practicable, 
push  the  preparation  of  the  Tuscumbia  for  service. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Navcd  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon ,  U.  S.  Navy ?  to  Major- 
General  Dana ,  U.  8.  Army,  in  view  of  information  of  the  move-' 
ment  of  Confederate  force  in  attempts  to  cross  the  Mississippi 
River  at  Gaines  Landing,  Ark. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off ■  8  kip  wit  Ns  Landing,  November  5,  186 f. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Argosy  that  Parsons’s  brigade  (rebels)  is  10  miles 
back  of  Gaines  Landing  and  is  receiving  reinforcements  rapidly. 
Thev  have  artillery  with  them  and  orders  have  been  read  to  the  troops 
that  they  are  to  cross  this  river.  This  information  was  obtained  from 
two  deserters  who  have  arrived  at  the  gunboat  Romeo.  I  shall  leave 
immediately  for  that  place.  Any  assistance  that  you  can  render  me  by 
forwarding  information  to  the  vessels  below  will  be  very  acceptable. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  George  Bacon, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Mississippi  Squad. 

Major-General  Dana, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  6  orps. 


[Telegram.] 

Cipher.]  Cairo,  November  6, 1864 — 10  a.  m. 

I  have  assumed  command  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk  commands  the  division  of  gunboats 
operating  from  Cairo,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Mussel  Shoals,  m  the  Tennessee 
River  Lieutenant  M.  Forrest  commands  the  four  small  gunboats 
above’ Mussel  Shoals.  Captain  Pennock,  my  fleet  captain,  commands 
the  temporary  naval  station,  Mound  City,  Ill.,  and  will  act  on  com- 


*  Built  there  by  the  Army. 
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munications  received  in  my  absence.  Four  small  gunboats  have 
lately  been  overpowered  by  the  enemy  and  destroyed  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Fiver  below  Johnsonville,  which  place  I  am  informed  can  only 
be  saved  by  a  large  land  force  and  some  ironclads.  There  is  not 
water  enough  in  the  Tennessee  River  for  ironclads.  When  that  river 
rises  the  absence  of  the  four  light-draft  monitors  sent  to  Admiral 
Farragut  will  be  severely  felt.  The  other  ironclads  are  patrolling 
the  Mississippi  River  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  to  the  east 
side,  as  required  by  J eff  Davis’s  intercepted  cipher  dispatch  of  Sep¬ 
tember  30. *  I  will  endeavor  to  have  an  ironclad  force  ready  for  the 

rise  in  the  Tennessee  River,  and  will  always  cooperate  cordially  with 
you* 

~  _  S.  P.  Lee,  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Thomas. 

"  ♦ 

Letter  from  Major-General  Dana,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Bacon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  'proposed  movement  to 
Caines  Landing ,  Ark. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

.  Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  November  6 ,  1864. 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  was  handed  me  about  an  hour  since 
1  have  sent  a  tug  with  your  letter  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Mav.’ 
My  transports,  with  1,000  cavalry  and  section  of  artillery,  will  leave 
here  for  Gaines  Landing  or  that  vicinity  to-night.  I  have  no  doubt 

faiiure1*  SUCC€SS  and  the  §Teat  dis^st  of  the  rebels  at  another 

Very  respectfully,  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  Bacon, 

Commanding  Sixth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy  to  Lieutenant 

of  tu 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  6, 1864. 
Vi*1  j.u  are.  here|?y  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk  and 
on  the  adjourning  of  the  court  of  enquiry  concerning  the  loss  of  the 
7  Undine,  you  will  proceed  down  the  river  on  the  U  S  S 
f2“d  aSSUme  command  of  the  Fifth  District  and  the  U.  &  & 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S  P  T  EE 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley.  U.  S.  Navy, 

_ _ U.  S.  S.  Blank  Hawk ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


*  See  p.  695. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ .  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McCauley ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  relief  of  the 
TJ.  8.  8.  Neosho  by  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Pittsburg. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  7,  186 J. 


Sir:  You  will  please  order  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Pittsburg  to  proceed  with  his  vessel  to  the  Sixth  District,  to  report 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon  as  a  relief  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Neosho. 

Authorize  him  to  press  into  service  for  the  purpose  of  towing  any 
steamer  mat  is  bound  up  river.  Caution  him  to  keep  an  exact  account 
of  the  time  the  steamer  is  employed  by  him,  as  well  as  the  amount 


of  coal  furnished. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fif  th  District. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-AdmJral  Lee ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Atkinson ,  TJ .  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Sibyl ,  to 
proceed  down  the  river  on  special  duty. 


Mound  City,  November  7,  186  J. 

Sir:  You  will,  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  proceed 
down  the  Missisippi  River  and  deliver  the  documents  which  will  be 
entrusted  to  your  care  to  the  officers  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

You  will  also  take  the  sick  and  wounded  men  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Fairy  and  deliver  them  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  naval  hospital 
at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

After  performing  this  duty,  return  to  this  place.  Use  all  dispatch 
in  the  execution  of  this  order. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Atkinson, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Sibyl. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  8. .  Navy,  assigning 
officers  to  command  the  several  districts ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

General  Order,1  Mississippi  Squadron, 

N0  5  ']  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  7, 186  J. 

I  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Fos¬ 
ter.’ Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell,  commanding  the  Second  Dis¬ 
trict,  will  also  command  the  Third.  . 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley  will  relieve _  Lieutenant- 
Commander  May  of  the  command  of  the  Fifth  District,  and  will 
also  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  May  will  assume  command  of  the  Fourth 
District.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  Flye  is  detached 
from  the  Benton ,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Lexington. 

II.  The  U.  S.  S.  General  Price  is  transferred  from  the  First  Dis¬ 
trict  to  the  Second,  and  will  patrol  Second  and  Third  districts. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Avenger  is  transferred  from  the  Second  District  to 
the  Fifth. 

The  U.  S.  S.  V indicator  is  transferred  from  the  Fifth  District  to 
the  Sixth.  These  two  vessels  will  patrol  actively  their  respective 

cjistn 

The  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg  is  transferred  from  the  Fifth  District  to  the 
Sixth. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Neosho  is  transferred  from  the  Sixth  District  to  the 
Ohio  River. 

III.  Divisional  officers  will  dispose  of  their  vessels  so  as  to  control 
the  crossings,  and  for  the  purpose  of  quickly  reaching  an  objective 
point,  they  will  observe  the  advantage  of  having  their  supporting 
vessels  so  placed  as  to  move  with  rather  than  against  the  current. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  Z7.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C  om- 
mander  Mitchell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  for  the  Eighth 
District. 

Mound  City,  November  7,  186L 

_  Sir:  Yours  of  4th  instant  is  received,  reporting  the  need  of  addi¬ 
tional  vessels  in  your  district. 

Take  the  Sibyl,  on  her  return  from  North  Atlantic,  for  service  in 
your  district  and  send  the  Huntress  here  for  repairs. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  D.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  as  to  the  establishment  of 
magazine  for  ordnance  supplies  at  J  ohnsonville,  Tenn. 

Mound  City,  November  7,  186k. 
Sir:  I  desire  that  you  ascertain  and  report  as  soon  as  practicable, 
whether  or  not  a  magazine  for  naval  ordnance  supplies  can  be  advan¬ 
tageously  established  at  Johnson ville,  [Tenn.],  and  also  whether 
there  is  a  sufficient  pool  of  water  there,  or  in  the  vicinity,  for  an 
ironclad  to  move  in,  at  any  stage  of  water,  for  the  defense  of  the 
magazine  and  army  station. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Pattison,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  urging  dispatch  in  repairs  to  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 


Mound  City,  November  7 ,  168 If. 

feiR  :  I  send  the  V olunteer  to  tow  the  C arondelet  up,  expecting  that 
the  directions  given  by  Captain  Pennock  have  been  carried  out  and 
the  repairs  to  her  machinery  completed. 

If  this  is  not  the  case,  urge  the  completion  of  the  repairs  with  the 
utmost  dispatch,  and  send  her  here  in  tow  of  the  Volunteer  the  very 
hour  that  her  machinery  can  be  turned  over. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  Pattison, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 


November  8,  [1864]. 

P.  S. — The  Volunteer  not  being  ready,  the  Benefit  is  sent  in  her 
place. 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ .  S:  S.  Tyler ,  regarding  expedition  for  the  capture  of  Con¬ 
federate  officers  near  Island.  No.  68,  November  7, 1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Tyler, 

Mouth  of  White  River ,  Arkansas ,  November  13, 1864- 
Admiral:  On  the  7th  instant,  having  positive  information  that 
Colonel  Warfield,  Second  Arkansas  (rebel)  Infantry,  Captain  War- 
field,  C.  S.  Army,  and  three  other  rebel  officers  were  at  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Carson,  in  Arkansas.,  near  Island  68,  I  dispatched  a  party  on 
shore  at  2  a.  m.,  surrounded  the  house  and  negro  quarters  without 
alarming  a  soul,  and  searched  the  premises  thoroughly.  The  stable 
was  situated  some  distance  from  the  house,  and,  in  the  darkness, 
escaped  the  attention  of  my  officers  at  first,  and  when  subsequently 
searched  evidences  of  the  hasty  departure  of  the  desired  parties  were 
all  we  obtained.  They  had  selected  this  stable  in  preference  to  the 
house,  and  thus  escaped  capture.  Mr.  Carson,  who  is  the  father-in- 
law  of  Colonel  Warfield,  also  has  a  son  in  the  rebel  Army,  and  all 
his  sympathies  and  proclivities  are  strongly  and  avowedly  with  the 
rebellion,  and  his  house  has  long  been  the  rendezvous  of  the  rebels  in 
his  vicinity.  You  can  judge  therefore  of  my  surprise  when  he  intro¬ 
duced  one  of  his  guests  to  me  as  Mrs.  Warfield,  the  mother  of  two  of 
the  rebel  officers  I  was  in  search  of,  and  requested  the  protection  of 
my  vessel  in  shipping  her  cotton  by  the  first  transport  steamer  that 
might  pass.  I  at  first  indignantly  refused,  but  she  exhibited  to  me 
the  permit  of  Mr.  Ellery,  the  Treasury  agent  at  Memphis,  requesting 
the  cover  of  a  gunboat  for  this  shipment;  the  permit  duly  endorsed 
b}^  Major-General  Washburn,  as  also  a  permit  for  herself  to  land  at 
her  plantation,  sanctioned  by  my  district  commander ;  and,  in  the  face 
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of  all  these  documents,  as  I  was  upon  the  spot  and  a  steamer  then  at 
hand  ready  to  take  the  cotton,  I  considered  it  proper  to  give  her  the 
required  protection,  although  with  a  very  bad  grace. 

Permit  me,  admiral,  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
anomaly  of  using  every  exertion  to  capture  rebel  officers  at  2  a.  m., 
whose  cotton  I  am  called  upon  to  protect  in  its  shipment  to  a  market 
at  10  a.  m.  of  the  same  day,  thus  affording  them  the  means  of  supply¬ 
ing  themselves  with  every  comfort  money  can  procure  ere  they  return 
to  their  brother  rebels  in  arms  with  Hood. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fkederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Miss.  Squadron ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Mouth  of  White  River,  November  8 ,  186 A 
Arrived  here  at  7  a.  m.  to-day.  Had  interview  with  Captain 
Bacon,  of  the  Navy,  last  night  at  Gaines  Landing.  Left  orders  for 
Dana’s  cavalry  to  make  a  thorough  reconnoissance  from  Gaines 
Landing.  A  force  from  this  place  made  reconnoissance  there  yester¬ 
day  and  developed  no  force  at  Bayou  Macon.  Lieutenant  Earl,  two 
days  since,  discovered  only  cavalry  there.  A  brigade  and  battery 
had  nearly  all  embarked  for  Devall’s  Bluff  before  we  arrived.  Will 
send  another  brigade  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  forwarded. 

J.  J.  Reynolds, 

M  aj  or-  General. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  commanding 
officer  of  steamer  Benefit ,  for  delivery  of  dispatches  and  towing 
duty. 

Mound  City,  November  8 ,  186 A 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Benefit  under  your  command  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  deliver  the  accompanying  communications  to  Lieutenant 
Commander  Pattison.  Assist  by  towing  the  Carondelet  to  this 
place,  returning  here  with  all  practicable  dispatch. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer  Steamer  Benefit. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Laning,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  launch  the  Indianola  and 
bring  her  to  Mound  City ,  III. 

Mound  City,  [III.]  ,  November  9, 186 A 
Sir:  You  will  consider  yourself  as  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Rattler  since  October  1,  1864,  and  detailed  to  take  charge  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Indianola ,  to  launch  and  bring  her  to  Mound  City. 
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You  can  draw  rations  for  the  mechanics  you  employ  from  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mound  City ;  or  any  gunboat  that  is  detailed  to  assist  you. 
When  the  Indianola  is  launched,  you  are  authorized  to  apply  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  districts  for  the  Avenger 
and  Vindicator ,  provided  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit  of 
their  being  spared,  using  the  former  vessel  alone  until  you  meet  the 
latter.  If,  however,  you  meet  with  other  boats  sent  to  tow  up  the 
Indianola ,  the  services  of  the  rams  will  be  dispensed  with.  Should 
you  be  able  to  arrange  a  tow  upon  advantageous  terms  with  private 
parties,  you  can  do  so  in  preference  to  applying  for  the  rams. 

Inform  me  of  the  condition  of  the  Indianola  and  how  much  rise  is 
required  to  enable  you  to  launch  her. 

I  have  read  your  letter  of  October  30,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer,  which  is  satisfactory  so  far  as  it  goes,  and  has  been  on  my 
official  file. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jas.  Laning, 

U.  S.  S.  Indianola ,  care  of  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Bacon ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  use  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Vindicator  for  towing  the  Indianola  to  Mound  City. 

Mound  City,  November  9 , 186A 

Sir:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Laning  has  permission  to 
apply  to  you  for  the  services  of  the  Vindicator ,  to  assist  in  towing 
the  Indianola  to  this  place  after  the  latter  is  launched,  provided  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit  of  her  being  spared  for  this 
purpose. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  Bacon, 

Commanding  Sixth  District  and  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisville. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  McCauley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  use  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Avenger  for  towing  the  Indianola  to  Mound  City. 

Mound  City,  November  9, 186 4- 

Sir:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Laning  has  permission  to 
apply  you  for  the  services  of  the  Avenger  to  assist  in  towing  the 
Indianola  to  this  place  after  the  latter  is  launched,  provided  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  service  will  admit  of  her  being  spared  for  this  purpose. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  !P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Benton  and  5th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretctiry  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 
TJ .  S.  Navy ,  for  the  purchase  of  ten  small  steamers  for  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  November  9 , 1864- 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  the  Department  authorizes 
you  to  purchase,  arm,  and  equip  ten  more  small  steamers  of  light  draft 
for  service  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  The  bills  of  sale  of  the 
vessels  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  advised  of  their  names,  guns,  and  tonnage. 

In  the  semimonthly  return  of  vessels  in  the  squadron  it  will  be  an 
improvement  to  add  the  names  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
vessels  and  the  number  of  guns  the  vessels  carry. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  on  being 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  staff  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  November  10,  1864- 
Sir:  On  the  6th  I  was  honored  by  an  order  to  serve  on  your  staff, 
and  immediately  commenced  my  duties,  also  assuming  command  of 
this  vessel.  I  am  highly  flattered  by  your  appointment,  but  must 
respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  its  duties  and  allowed 
to  remain  m  command  of  this  vessel.  I  feel  that  I  can  serve  best  the 
interests  of  the  service  by  being  on  duty  not  connected  with  office 
work.  In  fact,  I  am  convinced  I  am  better  qualified  for  the  direct 
duties  of  my  profession  than  for  those  which  involve  the  use  of  the 
pen.  I  take  much  interest  in  the  squadron  and  in  the  service  and 
will  endeavor  to  make  myself  generally  useful,  which,  from  my  posi¬ 
tion  as  captain  of  the  flagship,  I  am  sure  I  can  do. 

Trusting  that  my  motives  for  making  this  application  may  not  be 
misconstrued,  and  with  a  hope  that  my  request  may  be  granted,  I  am, 
Very  respectfully,  James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-C om¬ 
mander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  limiting  the  assistance  to  wrecked 
vessels. 

Mound  City,  November  12, 1864 . 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant  is  received.  You  are  only  expected 
to  give  such  protection  and  assistance  to  wrecked  vessels  as  you  can 
afford  consistently  with  your  whole  duty. 

Referring  you  to  my  General  Order  No.  9,  I  am, 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Huntress  and  8th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Report  of.  Acting  Rear-Admiral^  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  re¬ 
ports  of  Pilots  Gordon  and  King ,  and  asking  instructions  regard¬ 
ing  their  draft  into  the  service  of  the  Army. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  12,  186 A 
Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  W.  P.  Gordon  (1) 
and  E.  P.  King  (2),  pilots,  dated,  respectively,  9th  and  10th  instant, 
stating  that  they  have  been  drafted  for  service  in  the  Army,  the  for¬ 
mer  being  now  on  duty  as  a  Navy  pilot,  and  the  latter  stating  that 
when  notified  that  his  services  were  required  in  the  Navy,  he  fur¬ 
nished  a  substitute,  paying  him  $1,000. 

I  request  that  proper  instructions  in  these  and  similar  cases  may 
be_  caused  to  be  issued  from  the  War  Department  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  and  relieve  these  pilots  and  others  in  the 
same  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C . 

[Enclosures.] 


Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Curlew, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  9,  186 A 

Sir:  In  the  inception  of  the  rebellion,  the  Pilot  Association  of  the 
West  patriotically  tendered  their  services  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
to  assist  in  conducting  the  war  against  the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi 
River  and  its  tributaries. 

When  the  Government,  through  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  deemed  it 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  pilots  of  St.  Louis,  the  association  to 
which  I  belong  arranged,  through  their  secretary,  with  the  admiral 
to  furnish  pilots  for  limited  periods  of  time  for  service  in  the  Navy, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  require. 

In  April  last  the  undersigned  was  notified  by  Rear-Admiral  Porter 
that  his  services  were  required  in  the  Navy.  Promptly  reporting, 
I  was  assigned  to  duty  as  pilot  on  a  light-draft  vessel  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron,  in  which  capacity  I  have  since  been  and  am  now 
serving.  But  I  am  notified  by  the  provost-marshal  in  my  district 
(St.  Louis)  that  I  am  drafted  into  the  Army,  and  am  required  to 
appear  or  show  cause  why.  Now,  admiral,  I  appeal  to  you  to  extri¬ 
cate  me  from  this  difficulty. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Gordon,  Pilot. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Cairo,  [III.],  November  10,  186 A 
Dear  Sir  :  Last  April  I  was  called  on,  or  drafted,  as  you  may  term 
it,  to  report  myself  to  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  then  at  Cairo,  for 
duty  in  the  naval  service  in  the  capacity  of  pilot.  I  was  informed 
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by  him  that  I  must  either  serve  myself  or  furnish  a  substitute,  or 
that  I  would  be  liable  to  be  taken  off  of  any  boat  that  I  would  come 
there  on.  I  furnished  the  substitute  and  he  was  received  and  is  still 
in  the  service,  and  below  I  will  give  you  a  true  copy  of  the  receipt 
I  took  from  him  at  the  time  he  entered  the  service  for  me. 

Received,  St.  Louis,  May  23,  1864,  from  Enoch  P.  King,  $1,000  for  acting 
as  his  substitute  in  the  naval  service  (in  the  capacity  of  pilot).  Said  King 
having  been  drafted  at  the  same  time,  I  pledge  myself  to  fill  his  place  under  the 
aforesaid  draft,  to  ail  purposes  as  if  filled  by  himself. 

Wiley  James. 

Witness:  W.  J.  Ivribben. 

Now,  admiral,  I  have  been  drafted  in  the  Army  in  my  district  in 
St.  Louis,  and  the  provost-marshal,  Captain  Coleman,  says  he  will 
take  any  man  off  of  a  gunboat  that  is  drafted  in  the  Army,  and  that 
he  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  anyone;  if  so,  he  will  tug  them 
(those  are  his  words).  The  Western  Boatman’s  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  have  agreed  with  Admiral  Porter  to 
furnish  pilots  at  all  times  for  the  Navy,  that  is,  their  quota,  with 
the  other  different  associations.  They  have  all  agreed  with  the 
quartermaster  to  furnish  all  the  pilots  that  are  required  for  trans¬ 
ports  in  Government  service  at  the  price  allowed  by  the  Government. 
Now,  admiral,  if  I  have  to  be  subject  to  a  draft  in  the  Navy,  a  draft 
in  the  Army,  and  a  call  at  all  times  by  the  quartermaster,  I  think 
it  very  hard,  indeed ;  I  think  it  is  a  little  more  than  is  asked  of  any 
other  class  of  men.  The  reason  why  I  object  to  going  in  the  Army 
so  much  is,  that  I  think  my  services  worth  more  to  Government  out¬ 
side  of  the  Army  than  in  it.  So  far  I  have  only  spoken  for  myself, 
but  there  are  several  more  pilots  in  the  same  situation  as  myself. 
Hoping  you  will  take  a  favorable  view  of  what  I  have  said,  and  try 
and  get  us  relieved  from  the  draft  in  the  Army,  and  especially  those 
that  are  in  the  Navy  and  those  that  have  furnished  substitutes, 

I  will  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  King. 

Pear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign 
Pettey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Little  Rebel ,  to  report  for 
duty  in  the  Third  District . 

Mound  City,  November  13 , 186A 

Sir  :  Being  ready  for  service  proceed  with  the  Little  Rebel ,  under 
your  command,  and  report  for  duty  in  the  Third  District  of  this 
squadron  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell,  temporarily  com¬ 
manding  that  district. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admired,  C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  B.  Pettey, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Little  Rebel. 

P.  S. — The  accounts  of  the  Little  Rebel  are  hereby  directed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  divisional  officer’s  vessel. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Dana ,  U .  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  reported  crossing  of  a 
C onfederate  force  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg ,  Miss. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  SkipwiWs  Landing ,  November  l.'h  186 Jj. 
General  :  I  send  to  you  Mr.  S.  L.  Patterson,  who  has  been  a  scout 
in  our  Army.  He  has  just  come  over  from  the  Arkansas  side.  He 
may  have  some  information  that  will  be  of  service  to  you.  He  states 
that  Dick  Taylor’s  command  crossed  the  Mississippi  between  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  Natchez.  Mr.  Patterson  is  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Army 
at  present,  and  I  have  sent  him  to  you,  for  I  thought  perhaps  you 
would  like  his  services. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Bacon, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Comdg.  Sixth 

District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  Dana, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps ,  Vicksburg . 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  Gipson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  regarding  injuries  to 

U.  S.  S.  Exchange  in  leaving  White  River. 

Mound  City,  November  IV  186V 

Sir:  Your  report  of  the  7th  instant,  stating  the  injuries  received 
by  the  Exchange  in  leaving  White  River,  has  been  referred  to  me  by 
Commander  Bryson,  with  his  report  inculpating  you. 

The  vessel  appears  to  have  incurred  considerable  danger  by  your 
prolonged  stay  in  White  River,  and  I  desire  a  full  report  of  your 
apparent  neglect  of  orders  and  want  of  proper  vigilance. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Gipson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Exchange. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Devoe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  information  regarding  torpe¬ 
does  and  desiring  source. 

Mound  City,  November  IV  186V 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  reporting  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  eight  torpedoes  from  Clinton,  La.,  to  be  placed  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  and  thank  you  for  the  information.  Be  pleased  to  state 
to  me  the  source  of  this  and  similar  information  that  you  may  have 
occasion  to  communicate,  as  well  as  your  opinion  as  to  its  reliability. 
In  all  cases  requiring  it,  give  necessary  information  to  commanding 
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officers,  and,  in  reporting  to  me,  mention  what  you  have  done  or  pro¬ 
pose  to  do. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  B.  Devoe, 

U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter 
and  general  order  on  the  subject  of  trade  regulations. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  1 I,  186 L 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  this  date, 
addressed  to  me  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  commanding 
Eighth  District,  in  reference  to  the  executive  order  of  the  President 
and  general  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  September 
24,  1864,  concerning  trade  in  insurrectionary  States. 

I  request  that  the  Department  will  furnish  me  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  of  these  orders  for  free  distribution  in  this  squad¬ 
ron  and  give  me  such  instructions  as  it  may  consider  necessary. 

I  enclose  for  the  review  of  the  Department  a  copy  of  my  General 
Order  No.  9,  of  November  10,  the  provisions  of  which  appear  neces¬ 
sary  to  remove  existing  difficulties  and  to  the  complete  carrying  out 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  respect  to  authorized  trade  and 
the  support  of  the  Government  plantation  system. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.‘P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk, 
Mound  City ,  III.,  November  II,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  executive  order  relative  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  products  of  insurrectionary  States ;  also  general  regulations 
for  the  same,  both  of  the  date  September  24,  1864.  They  were 
furnished  me  on  the  llt.h  instant  by  Mr.  George  H.  Ellery,  general 
purchasing  agent  for  the  Government  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  On  the 
11th  instant,  Avhen  in  Memphis.,  I  called  on  General  Washburn,  mili¬ 
tary  commandant  of  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  and  in  course 
of  conversation  he  told  me  that  he  should  consider  it  his  duty,  under 
the  existing  military  situation,  to  prevent  the  supplies  contemplated 
in  the  order  from  going  out  beyond  his  lines  until  he  should  corre¬ 
spond  with  the  Departments  at  Washington  about  the  matter.  The 
general  tolcl  me  that  he  should  communicate  with  you  as  soon  as  he 
received  the  decision  of  the  authorities  at  Washington. 

I  communicate  these  facts  to  you,  as  Memphis  is  one  of  the  points 
named,  and  that  you  may  know  as  early  as  possible  the  course  which 
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has  been  adopted  for  the  time  being  by  the  controlling  military 
authority. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieut.  Com, dr.,  Comdg.  8th  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  10,  186 J. 

General  Order,] 

No.  9.  } 

The  attention  of  commanding  officers  in  this  squadron  is  particu¬ 
larly  called  to  the  printed  orders  of  the  Navy  Department  dated 
March  31  and  September  11,  1863,  and  the  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  dated  January  26,  1864,  and  to  the  circulars  and 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  regulating  commercial 
intercourse  with  and  in  the  States  declared  in  insurrection  to  which 
these  orders  refer.  Divisional  and  other  commanding  officers  should 
make  themselves  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  orders,  regulations, 
and  circulars  on  this  subject. 

Transports  in  the  service  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  other  steam¬ 
boats  moving  with  goods  and  merchandise  in  conformity  to  the 
aforementioned  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  should, 
whilst  prosecuting  their  lawful  business,  receive  all  the  protection 
and  assistance  that  the  gunboats  may  be  able,  without  injury  to  the 
public  service,  to  give  them,  and  they  should  be  allowed  to  make 
proper  landings  to  obtain  necessary  fuel,  avoiding  exposed  and  sus¬ 
picious  localities.  .  . 

Necessary  protection  and  proper  assistance  will  be  given  to  1  reas- 
ury  agents  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  under  the  Treasury 

^'inke^ protection  and  assistance  will  be  given  for  obtaining  mili- 
tarv  supplies  in  the  accessible  and  controllable  portions  of  the  insur¬ 
rectionary  region  to  parties  duly  authorized  by  the  general  com¬ 
manding  the  military  department. 

Landing  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  Government  plantations  is 
a  necessary  part  of  the  system  and  is  allowable. 

Landings  for  the  above-mentioned  purposes  should  be  made  by 
davlight  only,  and  then  all  steamboats  should  keep  pickets  out  and 
steam  up,  and  have  their  pilots  and  engineers  at  their  respective 
posts,  lines  attended,  and  every  precaution  observed  to  prevent  board¬ 
ing  and  capture.  .  1  .  t  «?  • 

A  sound  discretion  must  be  exercised  by  commanding  officers  m 
performing  the  important  and  delicate  duties  confided  to  them,  that 
the  public  interests  may  be  properly  protected  and  the  policy  of  the 

Government  promoted.  S  P  T  ee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-0 om- 
mander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of 
the  Fourth  District. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  15,  186 A 
Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Robert  L.  May, 
and  assume  temporary  command  of  the  Fourth  District  during  the 
absence  of  Lieutenant-Commander  James  P.  Foster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fifth  District,  and  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  semi¬ 
monthly  report  of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 


No.  20.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  November  15,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  the  semimonthly  report  of  the  stations 
of  vessels  of  this  squadron. 

I  have  not  as  yet  accurate  data  from  which  to  make  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  guns  of  each  vessel,  as  directed  by  the  Department.  I 
have  directed  commanding  officers  to  furnish  this  information  with¬ 
out  delay,  however,  and  will  include  it  in  the  next  report,  if  practi- 
cable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

November  15,  1864. 


Vessel. 


Commander. 


Station. 


Argosy . 

Abraham . 

Alexandria . 

Avenger . 

Black  Hawk . 

Benton . 

Brilliant . 

Browm . 

Chillicothe . 

Choctaw . 

Carondelet . 

Cricket . 

Champion . 

Curlew . 

Exchange . 

Essex . 

Forest  Rose . 

Fairplay . 

Fawn . . 

Fort  Hindman. . . . 

Fairy . 

General  Price . 

General  Bragg . . 


Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Morong . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Wagner . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Rosenmiller 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Wright 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  A  Greer . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  G.  Perkins... 

lst-class  Pilot  J.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Lord _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  J.  Cornwell... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Jno.  G.  Mitchell... 

Actg.  Master  M.  J.  Cronin . 

Actg.  Ensign  Thos.  Divine. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  James  C.  Gipson 

Comdr.  And.  Bryson _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  N.  Gould..’.!! 

Actg.  Master  G.  J.  Groves . 

Actg.  Master  Jno.  R.  Grace . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Pearce . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Swendson 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Wells _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  Dominy . 


Donaldsonville. 

Mound  City,  Ill. 

Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 

Mound  City,  Ill.,  receiving  new  crank 
pm. 

Natchez,  Miss. 

Cumberland  River. 

Towboat. 

Fort  Adams. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Fitting  for  service,  Mound  City 
White  River. 

Fort  Adams. 

Grand  Gulf;  at  present  at  Mound  City. 
White  River. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg 
Cumberland  River. 

Arkansas  River. 

Between  Morganza  and  Fort  Adams. 
Mound  City. 

Below  Donaldsonville. 

Morganza. 
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Vessel. 


Commander. 


Station. 


Great  Western.... 

General  Lyon . 

General  Pillow. . . . 

Gazelle . 

Grampus . 

Hastings . 

Huntress . 

Judge  Torrence.... 

Juliet . 

Kenwood . 

Lafayette . 

Louisville . 

Lexington . 

Little  Rebel . 

Mound  City . 

Marmora . 

Moose . 

Naiad . 

New  Era . 

New  National . 

Naumkeag . 

Neosho . 

Nymph . 

Osage . 

Ouachita . 

Ozark . 

Pittsburg . 

Prairie  Bird . 

Paw  Paw . 

Peosta . 

Peri . 

Romeo . 

Rattler . 

Red  Rover . 

Robb . 

Reindeer . 

Springfield . 

St.  Clair . 

Silver  Lake . 

Silver  Cloud . 

Samson . 

Siren . 

Sibyl . 

Tuscumbia . 

Tyler . 

Tensas . 

Victory . 

Vindicator . 

General  Sherman. 
General  Thomas . 
General  Grant.... 
General  Burnside 


Actg.  Master  Benj.  Sebastian . 

lst-class  Pilot  R.  E.  Birch . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  W.  Halsted . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Thatcher . 

Actg.  Ensign  C-W.  Litherbury . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Watson . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Dennis . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Irwin . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Gregory . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jno.  Swaney . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  P.  Foster . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Neil . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  B.  Pettey . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Langthome. 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Le  Roy  Fitch . 

Actg.  Master  H.  T.  Keene . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Sears . 

lst-class  Pilot  A.  M.  Grant . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Sami.  Howard - 

Actg.  Master  P.  Donnelly . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Rogers . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Byron  Wilson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Brown . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Hoel . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Bums. . 

Actg.  Master  M.  V.  B.  Haines . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  E.  Smith . . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  [M.]  Farrell . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Baldwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  Laning . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  King . 

Actg.  Ensign  James  Tuohy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  A.  Glassford . . . 
Actg.  Master  Edm.  Morgan . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Coyle . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Ferguson . 

Actg.  Chief  Engr.  C.  H.  Christopher. 

Actg.  Master  James  Fitzpatrick . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  [W.]  Atkinson.. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  W.  Shirk . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  S.  Hill . 

Actg.  Ensign,  E.  C.  Van  Pelt . 

Actg.  Master  Fred.  Read . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe.... 

Actg.  Master  J.  W.  Morehead . 

Actg.  Master  G.  Morton . 

Actg.  Master  Jos.  Watson . 

Lieut.  Moreau  Forrest . 


Receiving  ship,  Cairo,  Ill. 

Dispatch  boat. 

Guam  boat,  Mound  City. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  La. 

Receiving  ship,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Below  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Between  Memphis  and  Columbus. 
Natchez,  ordnance  boat. 

White  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Skipwith’s  Landing. 

Above  Fort  Adams ;  at  present  at  White 
River. 

3d  District,  near  Morganza. 

New  Carthage. 

Above  Vicksburg. 

Cumberland  River. 

Below  Fort  Adams. 

New  Madrid. 

Dispatch  boat. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

On  her  way  to  Mound  City. 

Below  Memphis. 

Aground  above  Helena,  Ark. 
Donaldson  ville. 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  La. 

Rodney. 

Mouth  Yazoo  River. 

Tennessee  River. 

Do. 

Off  Ellis  Cliffs,  Miss. 

Mouth  Arkansas  River. 

New  Carthage. 

Hospital  boat  (New  Orleans). 

9th  District.  (Mound  City  at  present.) 
Ohio  River. 

Cumberland  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Blacksmith  shop  (now  above  Helena, 
Ark.). 

Between  Columbus  and  Memphis. 
Between  Memphis  and  Columbus. 

9th  District,  Mound  City,  repairing. 
Mouth  White  River. 

Mound  City. 

Gaines  Landing. 

Natchez. 

jpennessee  River,  above  Mussel  Shoals. 


[Telegram.] 


Mound  City,  November  16,  186. If. 

Telegram  received.  Send  Spring-field  here  for  repairs  if  they  can 
not  be  made  with  the  means  at  your  command.  S  P  I  ee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Commanding  T entdi  District. 


Instructions  from  Acting 
Ensign  Sherman ,  U.  S. 


Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Navy,  regarding  special  detective  work. 


Confidential.] 


U.  S.  S.  Huntress, 

Off  Hickman,  Kentucky ,  November  17,  186 If. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  applied  to  the  admiral  for  you,  and  in  case  he 
should  see  fit  to  order  you  down  here  I  deem  it  best  to  post  you  a 
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little  in  order  that  you  may  the  more  easily  understand  what  charac¬ 
ter  to  take  and  how  to  meet  me.  Be  sure  that  no  one  knows  of  your 
intention  to  leave,  as  accidentally  leaked  out  when  you  came  down 
before.  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  may  need  you.  To  the  matter  in 
hand :  A  bribe  is  to  be  offered  me  to  grant  certain  permits ;  not  a 
small  amount,  but  a  percentage  on  an  immense  amount  of  cotton  and 
tobacco.  That  is  item  No.  1.  Nextly,  goods  have  been  coming  here 
on  forged  permits.  Thirdly,  one  of  the  board  of  trade  has  been  aid¬ 
ing  and  abetting  the  rebels,  sending  goods  to  Jackson,  Term.  I  think 
you  will  have  to  go  in  partnership  with  a  man  down  here.  Perhaps 
you  had  better  come  to  me  for  a  permit  to  land  somewhere  on  the 
river.  I  expect  I  had  better  go  on  the  boat  down  the  river  a  little 
ways  and  make  your  acquaintance,  and  we  can  come  to  some  plan  of 
action. 

Jours,  etc.,  John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Eighth  District. 

Acting  Ensign  Frank  Sherman, 

Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain 
P ennock,  U .  S.  N avy ,  regarding  the  district  to  he  under  control  of 
commandant  at  Mound  City ,  III. 

Mound  City,  November  17 , 186 1. 

Sir  :  That  part  of  the  Ninth  District  including  between  Columbus, 
on  the  Mississippi,  and  Mound  City,  Illinois,  will  until  further  orders 
be  under  the  control  of  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  at 
Mound  City. 

I  refer  to  you  applications  of  this  date  from  Mir.  Mi.  S.  Eresmenger 
and  M.  Scott  White  for  appropriate  disposition  under  existing 
instructions. 

Respectfully,  yours,  _  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mi s s is  sip  p i  Squadron. 
Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Mound  City. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

limits  of  districts. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

^  „  Mound  City ,  III.,  November  18. 186A. 

General  Order,  i 

No.  16.  •  / 

The  limits  of  the  Eighth  District  will  hereafter  be  from  Memphis 
k>  Mound  City;  and  of  the  Ninth,  from  Mound  City  to  Mussel  Shoals, 
Tennessee  River.  The  Tennessee  River,  from  Mussel  Shoals  to  its 
head,  will  constitute  the  Eleventh  District. 

S.  IP  Lee 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-C om- 
mander  Shirk ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Mound  City. 

Mound  City,  November  18 , 186 A 

As  soon  as  you  can  properly  leave  Paducah  and  the  Tennessee  with 
the  Paw  Paw  come  here  in  her. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet .  Captain 
Pennock ,  Z7.  &.  Navy,  revoking  the  assigning  of  a  district  to  the 
commandant  at  Mound  City. 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  19, 1861. 
Sir:  My  order  of  the  17th  instant,  assigning  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  at  Mound  City  the  command  of  that  part  of  the 
Ninth  District  included  between  Columbus,  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
Mound  City,  Illinois,  is  hereby  revoked. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers  Lexington  and 
Osage. 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  19,  186 1. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  Lexington  can  be  relieved  from  her  present 
duty  of  guarding  the  Osage,  send  her  here  for  repairs. 

Send  the  Osage  here  when  she  floats,  if  her  condition  absolutely 
requires  it,  but  not  otherwise,  unless  specially  ordered  to  do  so. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

U.  I  .  IjEE, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commander  Andrew  Bryson, 

Commanding  Seventh  District  Mississippi,  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  L.ee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Howard,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Neosho  for 
duty  in  the  Tenth  District.  ^ 

Mound  City,  November  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Neosho  under  your  command  to  Smithland, 
Ky.,  and  report  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch  for  tempo¬ 
rary  duty  in  the  Tenth  District. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

b.  i  .  JbEE, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Howard, 

Commanding  TJ.  S ■  S.  Neosho , 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  re¬ 
ports  regarding  captures  by  the  TJ .  S.  S.  Forest  Rose ,  November 
21,  1861 

No.  37.]  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  December  3,  1864- 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  E.  Y.  McCauley,  commanding  Fifth  District,  in  regard  to 
the  capture  of  contraband  goods  and  3  prisoners  on  the  21st  ultimo. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


TJ.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Natchez ,  Miss.,  November  22,  1864- 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  A.  Wright,  commanding  U.  S. 
S.  Forest  Rose. 

The  capture  was  made  opposite  Bruinsburg,  Miss.  Having  been 
attracted  to  the  place  by  seeing  a  skiff  crossing,  he  shelled  the  local¬ 
ity,  then  landed,  and  found  the  contraband  goods  concealed  in  the 
undergrowth.  A  large  lot  had  already  been  ferried  over. 

I  commend  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wright’s  judgment  and  vig¬ 
ilance  to  your  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  TJ .  S.  N.,  Comdg.  Fifth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Avenger, 

Off  Natchez,  Miss.,  November  22, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  captures  made  yes¬ 
terday  opposite  Bruinsburg  by  this  vessel,  viz:  154  Enfield  rifles 
(new),  162  bayonets,  116  bayonet  scabbards,  4  pair  bullet  molds, 
17  bales  wool,  1  Confederate  captain,  1  Confederate  commissary 
sergeant,  1  Confederate  private,  14  new  skiffs  (destroyed),  2  wagons 
(destroyed). 

There  was  a  force  of  16  infantry  and  25  cavalry  in  vicinity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  Wright, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Second  District. 
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[Telegram.] 

Baton  Rouge,  November  21 , 186  j — 11  a.  m. 

I  have  just  received  definite  information  that  a  rebel  regiment, 
commanded  by  one  [John]  Griffith,  crossed  the  river  10  miles  below 
Natchez  from  the  west  bank  and  was  at  Woodville,  [Miss.],  three 
days  ago.  Other  troops  are  expected  to  follow. 

W.  P.  Benton, 

Bri gadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Major  Geo.  B.  Drake, 

A  ding  A  d jut  ant- General. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  commanding  officer,  Fifth  District,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Squadron,  for  his  information. 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Lieutenant-C olonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  re¬ 
questing  that  orders  regarding  transportation  over  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  be  extended  to  include  naval  supplies. 


Navy  Department,  November  21, 1863. 

Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Porter  telegraphs  to  this  Department  that  he 
is  informed  by  Mr.  Robert  Forsyth,  the  agent  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  that  he  has  orders  direct  from  Washington  that  cars  are 
to  be  used  on  said  road  for  no  other  purpose  than  in  forwarding  pro¬ 
visions  and  forage  for  the  Army.  This  order,  if  enforced,  will  stop 
lumber  for  the  Navy  stations  at  Cairo  and  Mound  City,  supplies  and 
stores  of  every  description  for  the  Navy  on  the  Western  waters;  and 
I  have  the  honor  therefore  to  request  that  it  may  be  so  modified  as 
to  authorize  the  transportation  of  articles  for  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N avy. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  INS.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  on  learning  of  casualty  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Cricket 
in  White  River. 


Mound  City,  November  21,  1861. 
General  :  I  learn  with  solicitude  from  official  reports  that  you  were 
severely  wounded  on  the  gunboat  Cricket  in  White  River  on  the  6th 

instant.  .  . 

I  have  heartily  approved  the  action  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Hill  in  promptly  putting  the  Cricket  at  your  disposal  subse¬ 
quently. 
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I  hear  with  much  satisfaction  of  the  prospect  of  your  recovery, 
which  I  hope  may  be  speedy;  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  general, 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Missisipjri  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  West  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  approving  his  course  in  sending  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Canby  on  the  TJ..  S.  S.  Cricket  to  New  Orleans  and  requesting 
investigation  of  casualty. 

Mound  City,  November  21, 186 A 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  (without  date),  inclosing  reports  in 
reference  to  sending  the  Cricket  to  New  Orleans  with  General  Canby, 
at  his  request,  and  the  collision  of  that  vessel  wTith  the  Judge  Tor¬ 
rence. 

It  was  very  proper  to  send  the  Cricket  to  New  Orleans  with  the 
general. 

I  desire  a  full  investigation  and  report  as  to  this  collision;  with 
careful  and  competent  officers  such  accidents  ought  not  to  occur.  I 
do  not  approve  of  commanding  officers  leaving  the  entire  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  vessels  to  their  pilots,  nor  will  their  doing  so  relieve 
them  from  responsibility  and  blame  in  the  event  of  injury  from  visi¬ 
ble  danger.  If  the  pilot  of  either  vessel  proves  to  have  been  in  fault, 
however,  he  will  be  suitably  dealt  with;  if  necessary,  tried  by  gen¬ 
eral  court-martial. 

Respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commander  A.  Bryson, 

Commanding  Seventh  District ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Hastings 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  22,  186 A 
Gunboat  Fairy  is  here  at  your  disposal,  as  arranged  between  your¬ 
self  and  Captain  Pennock.  Do  you  wish  her  sent  to  St.  Louis? 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
wounding  of  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  on  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Cricket  in  White  River. 

No.  25.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  23, 186 A 
Sir:  I  have  received  reports  from  Commander  A.  Bryson,  com¬ 
manding  Seventh  District,  relating  to  the  wounding  of  General 
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Canby  on  board  the  gunboat  Cricket ,  in  White  River,  on  the  6th 
instant. 

About  8  a.  m.  of  that  date,  when  near  Little  Island,  the  general, 
who  was  standing  on  the  hurricane  deck,  was  shot  by  a  guerrilla 
from  the  bank.  The  ball  passed  through  the  upper  part  of  the 
thigh,  missing  the  femoral  artery,  and  breaking  no  bones,  but  pro¬ 
ducing  a  very  painful  wound.  At  the  request  of  General  Canby,  on 
the  advice  of  the  surgeon,  the  Cricket  was  ordered  to  convey  the 
general  to  New  Orleans. 

A  report  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Cricket ,  dated  9th 
instant,  at  Natchez,  states  that  the  general  was  doing  very  well,  bet¬ 
ter  than  could  be  expected,  which  favorable  report  is  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  the  general  stopped  on  the  way  down  to  communicate 
with  the  commandants  of  all  the  military  posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  /Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  /S.  Navy ,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Davis,  U.  S.  Navy ,  placing  at  his  disposal  the  U.  S.  S.  Fairy. 

Mound  City,  November  23,  1864 • 

Admiral:  I  understand  Paymaster  Boggs  (whom  I  have  not  yet 
seen)  brings  a  message  from  you  that  you  wish  the  Fairy  sent  to 
St,  Louis.  I  have  ordered  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fairy  to 
proceed  there  with  dispatch  and  report  to  you  for  further  orders. 

I  understood,  on  my  arrival  here,  from  Captain  Pennock,  that  you 
designed  coming  here,  and  have  held  the  Fairy  in  readiness  for  you 
at  this  place.  I  would  have  sent  her  to  St,  Louis  with  the  Curlew, 
but  thought  it  best  to  conform  to  the  previous  arrangement  made  to 
meet  your  views. 

It  will  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  promote  the  objects  of  your  commission  and  the  personal  con¬ 
venience  and  accommodation  of  yourself  and  your  associates.  Please 
say  so  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

St.  Louis. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Fleet  Captain 
Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis  for  conference  with 
Navy  Yard  Commission. 

Mound  City,  November  23, 1864- 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  Admiral  Davis,  stating  the 
commission  wishes  to  have  your  assistance  and  advice,  The  F airy 
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having  sailed  before  the  receipt  of  the  dispatch,  you  will  proceed  to 
St.  Louis  by  the  earliest  public  conveyance,  turning  over  the  command 
of  the  station  during  your  absence  to  Commander  Hughes,  and  report 
to  Rear-Admiral  Davis  for  such  services  as  the  commission  may 
require. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Missisippi  Squadron,. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Mound  City. 


Instructions  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 

Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  purchase  of  ten  light-draft 

steamers  for  use  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  Mound  City,  III.,  November  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  to  other  places  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  ten 
sound,  strong,  and  swift  light-draft  steamers,  to  be  converted  into 
gunboats. 

Obtain  side- wheel  steamers  if  possible,  but  don't  reject  a  good, 
strong,  fast,  light-draft  stern-wheel  steamer  where  you  find  one. 
New  boats  are  desirable. 

Be  careful  to  buy  none  that  have  not  undergone  inspection  by  the 
Government  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  which  have  been 
built  on  specifications. 

Stern- wheel  boats  must  have  a  good-sized  wheel,  and  good  power, 
and  be  fast. 

In  the  boats  selected  see  that  the  boilers  are  not  so  far  forward  as 
to  prevent  the  working  of  30-pounder  Parrotts  after  the  boiler  case¬ 
mates  are  fitted. 

I  will  send  with  you,  to  assist  you,  Acting  Naval  Constructor  Ken¬ 
dall,  Acting  Fleet  Engineer  Bickerstaff,  and  Paymaster  Jackson. 
You  are  herewith  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued  to  these 
gentlemen.  When  a  boat  is  selected,  you  will  have  her  purchased  by 
Paymaster  Jackson,  under  your  supervision,  and  see  that  the  papers 
of  transfer  are  legally  prepared  and  executed.  You  will  cause  a  cor¬ 
rect  inventory  to  be  taken  of  the  furniture,  crockery,  glassware,  and 
equipments  of  all  kinds,  and  see  that  the  same  is  properly  cared  for. 

The  strictest  secrecy  practicable  must  be  preserved  in  this  business; 
keep  me  advised  of  the  progress  you  make  in  the  execution  of  these 
orders. 

Enclosed  is  a  draft  of  a  contract  for  the  conversion  of  eight  of  the 
boats  into  gunboats.  It  was  prepared  principally,  and  with  reference 
to  a  former  contract  by  my  predecessor,  by  the  heads  of  the  depart¬ 
ments,  and  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  at  Mound  Citv!^ 

You  are  authorized  to  make  such  changes  in  it  as.  in  the  exercise 
of  a  sound  discretion  and  better  information  which  you  may  obtain 
in  the  progress  of  the  business,  will  protect  and  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Government,  and  which  it  is  your  highest  duty  to  do,  and,  in 
connection  with  Paymaster  Jackson,  to  make  the  best  possible  con¬ 
tract  with  such  steamboat  builders  of  skill,  proper  means,  and  integ- 
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rity  as  will  secure  a  prompt,  proper,  and  economical  fitting  of  these 
steamers  for  gunboats  as  provided  for  in  this  draft. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  A.  Greer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk. 


Instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet 

Engineer  Bickerstaff ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  purchase  of  ten 

light-draft  steamers  for  use  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  Mound  City,  November  23,  186 1^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  or  such  other 
places  as  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer  may  direct,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  machinery  of  steamers  about  to  be  purchased  by 
the  Government. 

Inspect  all  light-draft  boats  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer  where  the  vessel  is  to  be  found. 

You  will  yourself  examine  critically  all  such  boats,  and  see  that 
those  you  recommend  favorably  correspond  in  every  respect  to  what 
is  required  to  make  them  efficient  gunboats.  Do  not  take  anything 
for  granted,  but  inspect  everything,  inside  and  out.  I  do  not  want 
any  second-hand  engines  or  boilers,  or  any  engines  or  boilers  that 
have  been  much  used.  I  want  new  and  good  engines  and  boilers, 
if  possible  to  procure  them,  and  they  must  have  all  the  pumps  neces¬ 
sary  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat,  also  good  donkey  engines;  when  they 
have  two  of  the  latter  it  will  be  preferred. 

I  don’t  want  engines  or  boilers  that  will  require  considerable  and 
expensive  alterations  or  repairs  to  fit  them  for  service  after  we  have 
purchased  them.  When  you  have  carefully  examined  a  boat’s  ma¬ 
chinery  and  find  it  to  answer,  report  fully  and  intelligently  about 
it  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  with  your  recommendation,  and 
when  he  is  ready  to  go  to  different  places  he  will  notify  you,  and 
you  will  accompany  or  precede  him  as  he  may  direct.  Avoid  wear¬ 
ing  your  uniform  while  absent,  and  doing  anything  to  indicate  who 
you  are,  and  carefully  avoid  disclosing  that  you  are  working  for 
the  Government,  Avoid  as  far  as  practicable  being  seen  in  com¬ 
munication  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  Paymaster  Jackson, 

or  Mr.  Kendall.  . 

Should  you,  in  the  course  of  your  examination  of  vessels,  discover 
any  fault  "or  defect  whatsoever,  you  will  report  it  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Greer  with  your  opinion. 

Do  your  utmost  to  protect  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  this  whole  matter,  and  make  all  your  reports  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Greer  in  writing.  _  . 

Return  here  when  this  service  is  performed,  and  submit  a  full  and 
intelligent  report  to  me  of  all  vessels  you  have  examined,  with  your 
opinions  and  recommendations  in  each  case. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ^  T 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Fleet  Engineer  Samuel  Bickerstaff. 
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Instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Naval 
Constructor  Kendall ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  'purchase  of  ten 
light-draft  steamers  for  use  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Confidential.]  Mound  City,  III.,  November  23,  186Jf. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  or  such  other 
places  as  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer  may  direct,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  light-draft  steamers  suitable  for  conversion  into  gun¬ 
boats. 

Inspect  all  light-draft  boats,  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer  where  each  vessel  is  to  be  found.  You  will  yourself  critically 
examine  all  such  boats,  and  see  that  those  you  recommend  are  as 
advantageously  adapted  as  can  be  found  to  be  convenient  for  conver¬ 
sion  into  efficient  light-draft  gunboats.  Do  not  take  anything  for 
granted,  but  inspect  everything  inside  and  out. 

New  boats  are  necessary,  and  they  should  have  strength  and  speed, 
and  have  been  so  built  and  their  machinery  and  boilers  so  placed 
that  they  can  be  conveniently  fitted  for  two  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles  forward  in  stern-wheel  steamers  and  in  side-wheel  boats,  which 
are  much  more  preferable,  for  two  of  the  same  kind  of  guns  aft. 
I  do  not  want  boats  that  will  require  considerable  and  expensive 
alterations  or  repairs  after  we  have  purchased  them,  in  addition 
to  the  fitments  necessary  for  naval  service.  When  you  have  care¬ 
fully  examined  a  boat  and  find  it  to  answer,  report  fully  and  in¬ 
telligently  about  it  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  with  your 
recommendation.  When  he  is  ready  to  go  to  different  places  he  will 
notify  you,  and  you  will  accompany  or  precede  him,  as  he  may  direct. 
Avoid  wearing  your  uniform  while  absent  and  doing  anything  to 
indicate  who  you  are,  and  carefully  avoid  disclosing  that  you  are 
working  for  the  Government.  Avoid  as  far  as  practicable  being 
seen  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  Paymaster  Jackson,  or 
Fleet.  Engineer  Bickerstaff.  Should  you  in  the  course  of  your  ex¬ 
amination  of  vessels  discover  any  fault  or  defect  whatsoever,  you 
will  report  it  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  with  your  opinion. 
Do  your  utmost  to  protect  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  this  whole  matter,  and  make  all  your  reports  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Greer  in  writing. 

Return  here  when  this  service  is  performed,  and  submit  a  full  and 
intelligent  report  to  me  of  all  vessels  you  have  examined,  with  your 
opinion  and  recommendations  in  each  case. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Acting  Naval  Constructor  Chas.  F.  Kendall. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Paymaster  Jack- 
son,  U.S.  Navy,  regarding  the  purchase  of  ten  light-draft  steamers 
for  use  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  Mound  City,  November  23,  1861^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
such  other  places  as  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer  may  direct,  for 
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the  purpose  of  purchasing  ten  light-draft  steamers  that  will  be 
selected  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  with  the  aid  of  his  assist¬ 
ants,  Acting  Naval  Constructor  Kendall  and  Acting  Fleet  Engineer 
Bickerstaff,  for  conversion  into  gunboats. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  for  your  instruction  and  guidance  (as  far 
as  may  be  appropriate)  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  9th  instant,  and  of  those 
which  I  have  issued  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  Acting  Fleet 
Engineer  Bickerstaff,  and  Acting  Naval  Constructor  Kendall  on  this 
subject.  When  a  boat  has  been  selected,  you  will  purchase  it  at  the 
lowest  price  possible,  taking  such  measures  as  will  secure  a  clear  title 
to  the  Government. 

You  will  use  every  exertion  to  assist  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer 
in  preserving  the  furniture  and  equipments  of  all  kinds  of  the  boats 
purchased,  taking  an  inventory  of  the  same. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Greer  has  copies  of  a  contract  for  the  con¬ 
version  into  gunboats  of  the  steamers  purchased,  which  is  to  be  made 
wTith  a  responsible  party  or  parties.  Yourself  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Greer  will  be  signers  to  said  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Do  your  utmost  to  protect  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  this  whole  matter;  avoid  wearing  your  uniform  while  ab¬ 
sent  and  doing  anything  to  indicate  who  you  are  and  that  you  are 
working  for  the  Government. 

Avoid  as  far  as  practicable  being  seen  in  communication  with 
Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  or  Mr.  Kendall. 

Take  with  you  a  list  of  the  light-draft  boats  heretofore  purchased, 
the  cost  of  purchase  and  conversion  into  gunboats. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  copy  of  a  paragraph  in 
a  paper  of  the  23d  instant,  viz : 

The  Pittsburg  papers  report  a  market  decline  in  steamboat  stock  within  the 
last  few  weeks,  so  that  boats  which  seven  or  eight  months  ago  would  sell 
readily  for  $30,000  would  not  now  bring  anything  like  that  figure. 


Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Paymaster  C.  C.  Jackson, 

Naval  Station ,  Mound  City ,  111. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-C ommander  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to 
confidential  mission  of  Acting  Ensign  Sherman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  S.  Sibyl,  November  186f. 

Admiral:  The  business  for  which  I  sent  for  Mr.  Sherman  prom¬ 
ises  well. 

It  will  take  some  days  to  entirely  develop.  Several  parties  are  im¬ 
plicated.  Some  of  them  officers  m  places  of  trust;  others  leading 
merchants.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  some  details  by  the  dis¬ 
patch  boat  when  she  comes  up,  otherwise  I  shall  send  an  officer  with 


742 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Borne  important  papers.  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Statutes  at 
Large,  also  De  Hart,  or  some  other  standard  work  on  courts-martial. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C ommander ,  C ommanding  Eighth.  District. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

C ommanding  M ississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  C ommander  Peirce  Crosby  as  f  eet  captain. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  III.,  November  21/.,  186 J^. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  Captain  Pennock  is  likely  to  be  detached 
from  this  squadron  as  fleet  captain  commanding  the  repairing  and 
supply  station  here  and  assigned  to  other  duty,  I  respectfully  request 
that  in  this  event,  and  if  consistent  with  the  views  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  as  I  trust  it  will  be,  Commander  Peirce  Crosby  may  be  ordered 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Mitchell ,  L .  S.  Navy ,  in  response  to  confdential  communi¬ 
cations. 

Confidential.]  Mound  City,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  confidential  communications  of  22d  and  24th  instant 
are  received. 

Signal  numbers  wTill  form  the  most  convenient  cipher,  adding  20 
to  each  in  sending  communications,  and  subtracting  20  from  those 
received. 

I  have  no  spare  copies  of  De  Hart  on  Court-Martial,  or  of  the 
United  States  Statutes  at  large.  I  enclose  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Navy  of  the  last  two  sessions  of  Congress,  which,  with  the  Treasury 
Regulations  you  already  have,  I  presume  will  answer  your  purpose. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

(  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant- Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Eighth  District. . 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-0 om- 
mander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  in  view  of  the  movement  of  Con¬ 
federates  across  the  Mississippi  River  above  Fort  Adams ,  Miss. 


Mound  City,  III.,  November  26 , 1864- 

Sir:  A  Cairo  dispatch  of  the  22d  instant,  in  the  papers  of  the  23d, 
states  that  110  Texans  crossed  the  [Mississippi]  River  about  18  miles 
above  Fort  Adams. 

Be  pleased  to  explain  the  apparant  lack  of  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  the  vessels  in  that  vicinity  and  inform  me  if  any  change  in  their 
stations,  with  a  view  to  the  qualifications  of  their  commanding  officers, 
is  advisable. 

Respect  full  v,  vours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Aclmiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
of  cooperative  expeditions*  resulting  in  destruction  of  railroad, 
bridge  over  Big  Black  River ,  Miss.,  November  27 /  also  letters  of 
thanks  from  General  Dana,  LJ .  S.  Army. 

No.  50.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Tennessee  River,  December  31,  1864- 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  George  Bacon,  commanding  Sixth 
District,  reports  under  date  of  8th  instant  that  an  expedition  sent 
from  Vicksburg  by  Major-General  Dana,  to  destroy  the  enemy’s 
railroad  communications  in  Mississippi,  in  which  the  Vindicator  and 
Prairie  Bird  cooperated,  proved  a  complete  success,  our  forces  having- 
destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Big  Black  River,  tore  up  some 
30  miles  of  the  track,  and  destroyed  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
enemy’s  stores. 

I  enclose  copies  of  letters  from  Major-General  Dana  to  Lieutenant 
Bacon  (1),  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gorringe,  commanding 
Vindicator  (2),  and  to  Acting  Master  Burns,  commanding  Prairie 
Bird  (3),  acknowledging  in  flattering  terms  the  assistance  rendered 

by  the  Navy.  .  „  „ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Louisville, 

Off  Skip  with' s  Landing ,  December  8,  186  4-. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  expedition  sent  up  the  Yazoo 
River,  in  which  the  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator  and  Prairie  Bird  cooperated, 


*  For  Army  reports  see  A.  W.  R.,  vol.  45,  pt.  1,  p.  777. 
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has  proved  a  complete  success,  our  forces  having  destroyed  the  rail¬ 
road  bridge  over  the  Big  Black  River  and  torn  up  the  tracks  for  a 
distance  of  30  miles. 

Enclosed  please  find  copies  of  letters  from  General  Dana  to  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gorringe,  of  the  Vindicator,  Acting  Master 
Thomas  Burns,  of  the  Prairie  Bird ,  and  myself,  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  W.  R.  Hoel,  commanding  the  U.“  S.  S.  Pittsburg ,  stating 
that  he  had  been  ordered  to  report  with  his  vessel  at  Mound  City 
and  had  left  this  district  in  obedience  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Bacon, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  Comdg.  Sixth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


[Subenclosures.] 

Hdqrs.  District  West  Tennessee  and  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  December  5,  186 V 
Sir:  It  affords  me  very  great  gratification  to  acknowledge  the 
signal  services  rendered  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
Gorringe,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator ,  and  Acting 
Master  Thomas  Burns,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird ,  of  your 
command,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and  prompt  assist¬ 
ance  during  the  late  successful  cavalry  expedition  from  Vicksburg 
against  the  rebel  communications  in  Mississippi,  which  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  a  very  important  railroad  bridge  over  the  Big 
Black  River,  some  30  miles  of  railroad  track,  and  a  large  amount  of 
supplies  destined  for  the  rebel  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  Dana,  Major-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  Bacon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron ,  U.  S.  S.  Louisville. 


Hdqrs.  District  West  Tennessee  and  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  December  5,  186 L 
Sir:  The  part  taken  by  the  splendid  vessel  under  your  energetic 
and  intelligent  command  during  the  late  cavalry  operations  from 
Vicksburg  against  the  railroad  communications  of  the  enemy  in 
Mississippi,  which  have  been  eminently  successful,  renders  it  an 
acceptable  task  to  tender  you  for  myself  and  for  the  gallant  officers 
and  men  whom  you  so  ably  seconded  our  sincere  thanks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  Dana,  Major-General. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  V.  S.  S.  Vindicator ,  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 
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Hdqrs.  District  West  Tennessee  and  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg ,  Miss.,  December  5,  186V 

Sir  :  Permit  me,  for  myself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  whom  you 
so  zealously  aided,  to  thank  you  for  your  efficient  services  during  the 
late  cavalry  operations  from  Vicksburg  against  the  Mississippi  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad. 

The  assistance  of  the  vessels  of  the  Sixth  Division  Mississippi 
Squadron  rendered  the  expedition  a  complete  success. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  D  ana,  Major-General. 

Acting  Master  Thos.  Burns,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird,  6th  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Osage , 
to  proceed  to  Mound  City  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  27,  186V 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Osage,  under  your  command,  to  Mound  City 
for  repairs. 

Obtain  a  tow  on  the  best  and  most  economical  terms  possible  and 
use  dispatch. 

The  mechanic  boats,  as  I  have  instructed  your  district  commander, 
will  be  sent  down  the  river. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  IV.  Rogers, 

U.  S.  S.  Osage,  off  Helena,  Ark. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ullmann,  TJ.  S.  Army,  requesting 
instructions  as  to  retaliation  for  the  death  of  Acting  Master 
Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  N ovember  25. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

M organza,  La.,  November  27,  186V 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  instant  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  Gazelle ,  gunboat 
No.  50,  while  on  shore  with  2  men  at  Raccourci,  near  Williamsport, 
was  murdered  by  guerrillas  and  horribly  mutilated.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  John  J.  Cornwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Third  Districts,  Mississippi  Squadron,  states  to  me  this 
afternoon  that  he  gave  notice  some  time  since  to  the  inhabitants 
below  Red  River,  along  Old  River  and  the  Mississippi,  that  if  any 
of  his  officers  or  men  were  murdered  he  would  take  summary  ven¬ 
geance  upon  them  and  their  property.  He  intends  to  retaliate  some 
time  next  week,  and  earnestly  requests  me  to  send  a  force  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  him. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  request  instructions  both  as  to  whether  I  shall 
cooperate  with  Captain  Cornwell,  and  also  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
retaliation  shall  be  carried.  I  am  informed  that  there  is  in  that 
direction  a  large  number  of  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  and  also  much 
forage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ullmann, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  George  B.  Drake, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  U.  >S.  JS.  C  arondelet,  to  hasten  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Mound  City,  III.,  November  27,  1SG4- 
Sir:  You  will  prepare  the  Carondelet  for  service  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  and  when  finished  inform  me  of  the  facts ;  also  let  me  know 
how  long  it  will  take  for  her  completion. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C ommander  Cornwell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing 
the  death  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy ,  and  proposed 
retaliation. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Bayou  Sara,  La.,  November  30,  186 Jf. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  death  of  Acting 
Master  Thatcher,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Gazelle. 

He  was  murdered  by  two  men  on  Raconci  Island  [Raccourci],  La., 
without  any  cause  that  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  except  the 
capture  of  his  boots  and  gun.  I  have  concerted  a  movement  with 
the  army  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  that  region  for  harboring  such 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Cornwell, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comg.  Second  Dist.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Buford ,  U.  S.  Army ,  acknowledging  assistance  in  floating 
the  U.  S.  S.  Osage. 

Mound  City,  November  30,  1861^. 
General:  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Osage  informs  me  that 
on  his  application  to  you  for  a  steamer  to  assist  in  getting  that  vessel 
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afloat  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  him  one,  and  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  thus  rendered  he  succeeded  in  launching  the  Osage,  which  has 
been  aground  for  some  months.  Accept  my  thanks  for  this  timely 
and  important  aid. 

I  have  issued  orders  to  correct  the  misconduct  of  Acting  Master 
Neil,  referred  to  in  your  communication  received  on  the  21st  instant, 
and  regret  very  much  that  it  should  have  occurred.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Buford, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  30,  186 1^. 
Sir:  Deliver  to  the  military  authorities  at  Cairo  the  skiffs  and 
boats  which  had  been  used  there  under  military  supervision  in  ferry¬ 
ing  to  the  Kentucky  shore,  seized  by  you  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Mitchell’s  order. 

Respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Benjamin  Sebastian, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Great  Western. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant-Commander  Iloel,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pittsburg. 

Mound  City,  November  30,  1864. 
Str  :  Proceed  with  the  Pittsburg  under  your  command  to  Mound 
City  and  report  to  me  for  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  yours,  _  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  R.  IIoel. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  November  30,  186 4 — 9  a.  m. 

White  River  is  falling.  Gunboat  30  [U.  S.  S.  Fawn ]  arrived 
vesterdav  afternoon.  The  Zephyr  came  in  about  10  last  night  and 
reports  a  few  rebels  crossing  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Crockett’s 
Bluff  and  that  the  Dickey  was  fired  into;  also  tracks  of  a  good  many 
troops  with  wheels  having  crossed  at  Harris’s  Ferry,  just  above 
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Aberdeen,  but  does  not  know  which  way.  I  think  it  is  Dobbin  try¬ 
ing  to  get  across  the  Arkansas. 

C.  C.  Andrews, 

Brigadier -General. 

Captain  C.  H.  Dyer, 

Little  Rock. 


L,etter  from,  Major-General  Canby ,  V.  S.  Army ,  to  Major-General 
Dana ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  need  of  unity  of  action  betiveen 
the  two  arms  of  the  service  for  the  suppression  of  illegal  traffic. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  November  30,  186 4. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  24th  instant  in  relation  to  the 
cotton  traffic  by  the  steamers  Mattie  Cook  and  Virginia  came  to 
hand  this  afternoon.  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say 
that  in  all  cases  of  violations  of  the  blockade,  and  of  existing  orders, 
which  come  within  the  military  jurisdiction,  you  are  competent  to 
act,  but  that  whenever  they  are  beyond  that  jurisdiction  the  neces¬ 
sary  action  devolves  upon  the  commander  of  the  naval  district,  to 
whom  the  case  should  be  reported  with  a  request  that  the  proper 
action  be  taken  and  the  offending  persons  and  property  be  turned 
over  to  you  for  the  institution  of  the  necessary  proceedings.  Any 
boat  that  has  once  violated  existing  orders  may  be  seized  by  you  the 
moment  she  comes  again  within  your  jurisdiction,  but  under  the  order 
of  Admiral  Porter,  which,  while  it  exists,  we  are  bound  to  respect, 
it  is  desirable  to  avoid  a  conflict  of  authority,  which  might  lead  to 
serious  results.  On  the  river  the  Navy  is  the  supreme  authority  the 
same  as  the  Army  is  on  the  land,  and  while  the  commanding  gen¬ 
eral  sincerely  appreciates  your  zeal  in  using  every  endeavor  to  stop 
illegal  traffic,  he  is  also  anxious  to  preserve  that  harmony  between 
the  two  arms  of  the  service  which  is  so  essential  to  the  success  of  our 
cause.  Admiral  Lee  has  been  written  to  very  fully  (with  copies  of 
your  letters  and  other  papers  bearing  on  this  question),  and  has  been 
earnestly  requested  to  give  such  orders  as  will  effectually  put  a  stop 
to  the  evils  complained  of. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Major-General  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Districts  of  West  Tennessee 

and  Vicksburg,  Vicksburg ,  Miss. 


[Telegram.] 

Mound  City,  November  30,  1864. 
Telegram  received.  Proposed  modifications  can  be  made. 

.  _  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer, 

Cincinnati,  care  Receiving  Ship  Grampus. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  transmitting  semi¬ 
monthly  report  of  vessels  and  their  stations  in  the  Mississippi 
Squadron. 

No.  40.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  December  3 ,  J86J+. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  semimonthly  report  of  the  stations 
and  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

December  1,  1864. 


Vessel. 


Commander. 


Station. 


Argosy . 

Abraham . . . 
Alexandria.. 

Avenger . 

Black  Hawk 

Benton . 

Brilliant. 

Brown . 

Chillieothe . . 

Choctaw _ 

Carondelet . . 

Cricket . 

Champion. . . 
Curlew . 


Actg.  Master  John  C.  Morong . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Wagner . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Rosenmiller. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Wright. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  A.  Greer . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Chas.  G.  Perkins 

First  Class  Pilot  J.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Lord - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  J.  Cornwell . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  John  G.  Mitchell... 

Actg.  Master  M.  J.  Cronin . 

Actg.  Ensign  Thos.  Divine . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  B.  O’Neill . 


Cincinnati . 

Exchange . 

Essex . 

Forest  Rose. . . 

Fairplay . 

Fawn . 

Fort  Hindman 
Fairy . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jason  Goudy  — 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  James  C.  Gipson 

Commander  A.  Bryson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  N.  Gould . 

Actg.  Master  G.  J.  Groves . 

Actg.  Master  Jno.  R.  Grace . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Pearce . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Swendson . 


General  Price 
General  Thomas. 
General  Bragg.... 
General  Grant.... 
Great  Western . . . 
General  Lyon 
General  Sherman. 
General  Pillow. . . 

Gazelle . 

General  Burnside 

Grampus . 

Hastings . 

Huntress . 

Judge  Torrence... 

Juliet . 

Kenwood. . 

Lafayette . 

Louisville . 

Lexington . 

Little  Rebel . 

Mound  City . 

Marmora . 

Moose . 

Manhattan . 

Naiad . 

New  Era . 

New  National. . .  - 

Naumkeag . 

Neosho . 

Nymph . 

Osage . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Wells. . . 

Actg.  Master  Gilbert  Morton . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  Dominy . 

Actg.  Master  Jos.  Watson . 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Sebastian . 

Pilot  R.  E.  Birch . 

Actg.  Master  J.  W.  Morehead - 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  W.  Halsted . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Thatcher . 

Lieut.  Moreau  Forrest . 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Litherhury. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Watson... 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Dennis . 

Actg.  Master  Jeremiah  Irwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Gregory.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jno.  Swaney . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  P.  Foster . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  Flye . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  B.  Pettey . 

Actg.  Master  F.  T.  Coleman . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Le  Roy  Fitch . 

Actg.  Master  Henry  T .  Keene — 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Sears . 

First  Class  Pilot  A.  M.  Grant . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Rogers — 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Sami.  Howard. 

Actg.  Master  P.  Donnelly . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Rogers 


Donaldsonville,  La. 

Mound  City,  III. 

Donaldsonville,  La. 

Morganza. 

Mound  City. 

Natchez,  Miss. 

Cumberland  River. 

Mound  City. 

Oil  Fort  Adams. 

Bayou  Sara. 

Cumberland  River. 

White  River. 

Off  Fort  Adams. 

Mound  City,  on  special  service,  U.  S. 

Coast  Survey. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Mouth  White  River. 

Memphis. 

Between  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 
Cumberland  River. 

Arkansas  River. 

Between  Morganza  and  Fort  Adams. 
On  special  service  with  navy-yard  com¬ 
mission. 

Below  Donaldsonville. 

Tennessee  River,  above  Mussel  Shoals. 
Below  Natchez. 

Tennessee  River,  above  Mussel  Shoals. 
Receiving  ship,  Cairo,  Ill. 

Dispatch  boat;  down  the  river. 
Tennessee  River,  above  Mussel  Shoals. 
Mound  City  (guard  boat). 

Mouth  Red  River. 

Tennessee  River,  above  Mussel  Shoals. 
Receiving  ship,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Memphis. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Natchez  (ordnance  boat). 

White  River. 

Baton  Rouge. 

Mouth  Red  River. 

Off  Skipwith’s  Landing. 

White  River. 

Near  Morganza. 

New  Carthage. 

Above  Vicksburg. 

Cumberland  River. 

Below  Fort  Adams. 

New  Madrid. 

Mound  City  (dispatch  boat). 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Cumberland  River. 

Below  Memphis. 

Off  Helena,  ordered  to  Mound  City, 
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Vessel. 


Commander. 


Station. 


Ouachita. . . . 

Ozark . 

Pittsburg . . . 
Prairie  Bird. 
Paw  Taw . . . 

Peosta . 

Peri . 

Romeo . 

Rattler . 

Red  Rover. . 

Robb . 

Reindeer _ 

Springfield. . 

St.  Clair . 

Silver  Lake . 
Silver  Cloud 

Samson . 

Siren . 

Sibyl . 

Tuseumbia. . 

Tyler . 

Tensas . 

Tennessee. . . 

Victory . 

Vindicator. . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  Byron  AVilson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Brown . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  R.  Hoel. .. 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Bums . 

Actg.  Master  M.  V.  B.  Haines . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  E.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  [M.]  Farrell . 

Actg.  Master  Thos.  Baldwin . 

Actg.  Master  N.  B.  Willets . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  King . 

Actg.  Ensign  Jas.  Tuohy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  A.  Glassford . 

Actg.  Master  Edmund  Morgan . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  S.  French . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Coyle . 

Actg.  Master  AVm.  Ferguson . 

Actg.  Chief  Eng.  C.  H.  Christopher . 

Actg.  Master  Jas.  Fitzpatrick . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  W.  Atkinson _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  James  W.  Shirk . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  S.  Hill . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  C.  Van  Pelt . 


Actg.  Master  Fred.  Read . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. 


Donaldson  ville. 

Mouth  Red  River. 

On  her  way  to  Mound  City. 

Mouth  Yazoo  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Paducah,  Ky. 

Off  Ellis  Cliffs. 

Mouth  Arkansas  River. 

New  Carthage. 

Hospital  boat,  Memphis. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Cumberland  River. 

Mound  City,  repairing. 

Ohio  River. 

Memphis,  Term. 

Above  Helena  (blacksmith’s  shop). 
Between  Columbus  and  Memphis. 
Between  Memphis  and  Columbus. 
Mound  City,  repairing. 

Mouth  White  River. 

Mound  City. 

Gaines  Landing. 

Skipwith’s  Landing. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Devoe ,  U.  S.  Navy,  employed  on  special 

detective  duty. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  New  National, 

December  1 ,  186  If. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  14th  ultimo,  and  to  report  my  arrival  at  Mound  City,  [Ill.],  in 
obedience  to  orders. 

Since  my  first  communication  to  you  I  have  written  several  letters, 
in  which  I  gave  you  the  source  of  information  which  I  obtained,  etc. 
I  feel  very  much  gratified  to  know  that  I  anticipated  your  wishes  to 
communicate  the  necessary  information  to  the  division  commanders 
most  immediately  interested,  viz,  to  Lieutenant-Commanders  Wilson, 
Cornwell,  and  Foster.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  communicate, 
under  no  circumstances,  as  matter  of  fact,  anything  that  I  am  not 
satisfied  is  thoroughly  reliable. 

On  the  same  day  that  I  received  your  letter  and  orders  dated  14th 
November,  I  also  received  one  from  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  dated 
November  6,  in  which  he  directed  me  “to  carry  out  such  instructions 
as  were  given  you  by  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and  when  he  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster)  finds  that  he  can  dispense  with  your  services  in 
his  district,  he  will  give  you  further  instructions.” 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  before  that  order  reached  me  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Foster  had  left  his  command  for  the  East,  and 
his  district  was  left  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  John  J. 
Cornwell. 

Having  for  the  present  done  all  that  I  could  in  carrying  out  the 
instructions  given  me  by  Admiral  Porter  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Mississippi,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  Captain  Pennock’s  order, 
above  referred  to,  I  proceeded  on  the  New  National  to  report  and 
explain  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell  (commanding  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Foster’s  district  in  his  absence),  who  gave  me  orders 
to  proceed  on  the  New  National  to  Cairo  to  report  to  you,  and  in 
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case  of  your  absence,  “to  proceed  to  New  York  and  such  other  points 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  instructions  heretofore  given 
you  by  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  etc.,”  I  proceeded  to  Donaldson ville  to 
make  enquiries,  and  on  my  return  to  the  Choctaw  was  informed  that 
a  rebel  prisoner  had  been  sent  there  to  be  exchanged  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  J.  P.  Foster  for  an  assistant  engineer,  but  that  no  letter 
from  Captain  Foster  to  that  effect  had  been  received.  I  advised 
Captain  Cornwell  to  take  no  action  till  I  could  return  to  the  Lafayette 
and  make  enquiries.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  the  Lafayette  I 
had  an  interview  with  her  commanding  officer,  Acting  Master  J.  R. 
Neeld,  who  informed  me  that  the  rebel  prisoner’s  name  was  Tony 
Dougherty.  This  person  I  had  before  received  information  about; 
that  he  was  the  sergeant  of  a  company  of  daring  rebel  scouts  who 
had  done  great  damage  to  the  interests  of  our  Government.  I  imme¬ 
diately  wrote  the  following  dispatch  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Corn- 
well  and  sent  it  to  him  by  a  special  tug: 

Sir:  Since  arriving  at  this  place,  on  reference  to  my  notes  and  an  interview 
with  and  information  obtained  from  Acting  Master  J.  It.  Neeld,  I  perceive  that 
you  have  a  prisoner  of  war  to  be  exchanged  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
J.  P.  Foster  for  an  assistant  engineer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  a  certain  rebel  sergeant 
named  Tony  Dougherty. 

This  Dougherty  is  a  sergeant  of  rebel  scouts,  some  20  in  number,  whose  prin¬ 
cipal  business  it  has  been  to  assist  and  protect  those  rebels  who  placed  those 
torpedoes  to  destroy  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  Government,  and 
also  to  protect  rebel  mail  carriers  in  crossing  the  Mississippi  River.  From  his 
superior  intelligence  and  address  I  regard  him  to  be  a  person  of  very  dangerous 
character  to  the  interests  of  our  Government  and  as  one  who  should  not  be 
exchanged  except  under  the  influence  of  some  powerful  motive.  His  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  country,  his  extensive  acquaintance  and  influence  among  the 
rebel  soldiers  and  people,  and  his  daring  vigilance,  enterprise,  and  valor,  I 
respectfully  submit  to  you,  are  subjects  for  grave  consideration  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  United  States  Government  before  he 
shall  be  exchanged.  In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  prudent 
to  advise  you,  most  respectfully,  of  this  man  Dougherty’s  real  character  and 
influence  with  the  enemies  of  our  Government  that  you  might  act  understand- 
ingly  in  the  case. 

I  shall  report  these  facts  to  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee  immediately  upon  my  arrival 
at  Mound  City,  Ill.,  and  would  respectfully  recommend  that  action  in  relation 
to  the  exchange  of  Dougherty  should  be  deferred  until  final  instructions  shall 
have  been  received  by  you  from  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding  Mississippi 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

May  I  hope  that  my  action  in  this  case  may  meet  with  your  ap¬ 
proval  ? 

In  my  interview  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell  (who  has 
afforded  me  every  facility  in  his  power)  I  was  furnished  with  some 
rebel  letters  taken  from  a  prisoner.  They  are  of  no  importance ;  but 
another  letter,  signed  “John  F.  Collins”  (who  is,  I  understand,  one 
of  the  principal  officials  in  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans)  I  re¬ 
gard  as  a  very  serious  matter.  It  is  as  follows : 

New  Orleans,  La.,  November  1,  1S64- 

To  all  good  and  true  Sir  Knights  of  Malta,  Knights  Templar,  and  Knights  of 

the  Red  Gross,  as  also  to  all  Masons  of  the  lower  orders  or  degrees — greetings: 

Shield,  defend,  protect,  and  assist  the  lady  who  holds  this  letter  of  com¬ 
mendation,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Copland.  Remember  our  oft-repeated  obligations  and  be 
governed  accordingly  toward  this  lady. 

Fraternally,  John  F.  Collins, 

Knight  of  Malta,  etc. 
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Having  had  the  distinguished  honor  to  have  received  all  of  the 
degrees  of  masonry  mentioned  in  the  above  letter  many  years  since, 
it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  I  am  familiar  with  all  their 
benefits  and  privileges,  and  when  I  say  that  I  know  that  no  person 
has  any  right  whatever  to  use  masonry  for  any  such  purpose  as  he 
has  attempted  the  object  of  the  letter  will  readily  suggest  itself  to 
your  mind. 

In  all  my  investigations  here  I  have  found  females  of  beauty  and 
accomplishment  to  be  employed  by  the  rebels  in  almost  every  con¬ 
ceivable  capacity  against  the  interests  of  our  Government.  They 
manage,  by  some  adroit  means,  to  throw  themselves  in  the  way  of 
our  officers  (always  aiming  at  the  commanding  officers  first),  become 
their  guests,  and  strive  to  secure  their  confidence,  etc.  They  gen¬ 
erally  hesitate  at  no  sacrifice  to  accomplish  their  designs.  They  are 
used  by  the  rebels  to  procure  information  as  to  our  movements  or 
intended  operations,  the  strength  of  our  forces,  the  number  and 
caliber  of  our  guns,  and  also  to  procure  supplies  to  be  forwarded 
within  the  rebel  lines.  Another  large  class  are  smugglers.  I  regret 
to  say  that  some  of  them  are  the  reputed  wives  of  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  out  here. 

The  plan  which  they  generally  pursue  is  to  become  intimate  with 
the  commander  of  a  United  States  gunboat  and  procure  from  him  a 
pass  to  go  and  return  from  New  Orleans  or  Natchez.  Once  there, 
they  throw  themselves  in  the  way  of  Navy  and  Army  officers  and 
procure  all  the  information  possible.  They  then  get  permits  for 
supplies  from  the  Treasury  agent  and  provost-marshal,  giving  all 
sorts  of  pretenses  for  the  necessity  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  supplies  which  they  demand,  and  they  generally  manage  to 
succeed  by  some  means  in  their  object.  Thus  far  all  is  successful 
for  them.  But  they  perceive  another  obstacle  in  the  landing  of 
their  goods  at  such  points  as  they  may  desire.  Their  next  point  of 
attack  is  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  or  district.  Being  per¬ 
fect  actresses,  plausible  and  adroit  in  pretenses,  and  overpoweringly 
persevering  in  their  appeals,  they  generally  succeed  in  deceiving 
those  officers,  secure  the  permission  in  writing  to  land  supplies,  etc., 
and  go  on  their  way  rejoicing.  A  large  portion  of  goods  procured 
in  this  manner  find  their  way  immediately  into  the  rebel  lines.  The 
principal  points  of  operation  are  between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans, 
the  latter  place  supplying  the  greater  portion.  Your  own  great 
experience,  and  superior  judgment  will  suggest  the  proper  remedy 
for  this  evil. 

While  lying  at  Dead  Man’s  Bend,  on  board  the  General  Bragg ,  I 
discovered  what  was  to  me  a  new  manner  of  making  night  signals, 
used  by  the  rebel  signal  corps.  Being  well  calculated  to  deceive  even 
a  most  experienced  eye,  I  regard  them  to  be  eminently  dangerous. 
While  standing  upon  the  deck  of  the  Bragg  one  clear  evening,  I 
observed  a  light  suddenly  shoot  up  into  the  sky  from  a  mass  of  timber 
to  a  height  of  about  200  or  BOO  feet  or  thereabouts  and  then  become 
stationary  for  a  few  moments.  (This  was  opposite  Jackson’s  Point.) 
The  light  then  presented  the  appearance  of  a  fixed  star  of  first  or 
second  magnitude.  To  a  casual  observer  it  would  have  seemed  to 
have  been  a  bright  star.  Being  attracted  by  its  peculiar  manner  of 
ascent,  I  watched  it  closely  with  a  powerful  glass,  and  soon  solved 
the  apparent  mystery.  It  was  a  small  balloon,  to  which  was  sus- 
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pended  a  lantern,  and  was  retained  in  its  position  by  a  cord  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  earth.  After  being  held  stationary  for  a  moment  or  two, 
it  was  danced  up  and  down  several  times.  Immediately  a  similar 
light  shot  up  from  the  trees  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  about 
1  mile  from  Jackson’s  house,  then  another  in  the  vicinty  of  Black 
Hawk  Point,  and  then  another  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Captain  Dominy,  commanding  the  General  Bragg ,  immediately  com¬ 
menced  shelling  the  woods  where  the  second  light  appeared,  when 
the  whole  of  them  were  suddenly  drawn  down.  I  saw  similar  signal 
lights  on  several  occasions  afterwards,  some  of  which  were  white, 
some  pale  yellow,  and  some  pale  red.  I  notified  all  the  commanders 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fact,  and  they  are  now  on  the  qui  vive.  From 
the  feeble  description  I  have  been  able  to  give  you  of  these  signal 
lights,  you  will  readily  perceive  how  rapidly  information  of  the 
movements  of  our  vessels  and  troops,  etc.,  may  be  conveyed.  They 
are  particularly  mischievous  between  the  head  of  Glasscock  Island  and 
just  below  Bayou  Sara.  Between  these  points  I  have  discovered  a 
great  many  crossing  places  used  by  the  rebels  for  transporting  horses, 
cattle,  tobacco,  cloth,  mails,  arms,  supplies,  ammunition,  etc.  These 
I  have  pointed  out  to  the  several  commanders  of  vessels  stationed  in 
their  vicinity.  Capture  of  valuable  arms,  merchandise,  mails,  etc., 
is  prevented  from  being  made  by  existence  of  a  general  order,  which 
prevents  officers  commanding  gunboats  from  landing,  and  the  want 
of  a  properly  equipped  force. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  the  coal 
supply  for  the  vessels  in  the  lower  district  is  very  short.  At  Donald- 
sonville  there  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to  last  till  5th  December, 
and  the  same  was  the  fact  at  Bayou  Sara  and  Bed  River.  At  Vicks¬ 
burg  there  was  no  navy  coal,  and  at  White  River,  on  the  28th  Novem¬ 
ber,  there  was  less  than  6,000  bushels;  the  Lexington  was  then  coaling 
(about  2,000  bushels  required),  and  the  Tyler  would  require  as  much 
more  next  week. 

Since  I  have  been  absent  on  my  present  mission  I  have  been  enabled 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  cipher  used  by  the  rebels  in  transmitting 
orders,  intelligence,  etc.  During  the  whole  of  my  investigations 
lately,  which  have  necessarily  been  confined  to  districts  between 
Donalclsonville  and  Natchez,  I  have  received  the  utmost  courtesy, 
attention,  and  cooperation  from  all  commanders  of  vessels  in  our 
squadron,  but  I  am  under  most  particular  obligations  to  Lieutenant- 
Commanders  Foster,  Cornwell,  and  Wilson,  and  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  C.  Dominy,  commanding  the  General  B ragg. 

In  concluding  my  report  to  you,  admiral,  allow  me  to  say  that 
I  feel  fully  satisfied,  for  many  reasons,  my  services  in  the  Mississippi 
Squadron  for  two  or  three  months  to  come  will  be  futile.  My  real 
mission  has  been  exposed  by  Special  Order  No.  1,  not  only  to  all  the 
commanding  officers  in  the  squadron,  but  to  the  enemies  and  spies 
against  our  Government,  as  has  been  fully  evident  to  me  on  my 
upward  trip ;  and  my  labors,  in  consequence,  which  would  be  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  Government  and  the  squadron,  will  have  been  negatived 
from  no  fault  of  my  own.  In  making  these  declarations  permit  me 
most  respectfully  to  say  that  I  do  not  mean  to  convey  to  your  mind 
any  idea  of  blame  for  the  mischief  to  me  which  your  Special  Order 
No.  1  has  inflicted.  I  fully  appreciate  that  in  publishing  it  to  the 
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fleet  you  intended  to  convey  to  me  a  gratifying  compliment,  which, 
permit  me  to  assure  you,  I  heartily  appreciate;  but  at  the  same  time 
you  bestow  honor  upon  me  you  for  a  time  destroy  the  usefulness  of 
my  labors.  All  of  these  facts  will  readily  force  themselves  upon 
your  mind.  Time  and  my  absence  from  the  fleet  for  a  few  weeks 
will  cure  the  generous  mistake. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  admiral,  most  respectfully  to  request  of  you 
to  detach  me  from  service  here  and  order  me  to  report  for  duty  to 
Admiral  Porter  or  wherever  I  may  be  able  to  render  substantial 
service. 

Very  respectfully,  [J.  B.  Devoe, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy.'] 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy.] 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  squadron  by  the  fleet  surgeon. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  December  i,  186Jf. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  Fleet  Surgeon 
Pinkney,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection  through 
the  fleet,  reports  that  “  the  health  of  the  officers  and  men  stationed 
between  Memphis  and  New  Orleans  is  uncommonly  good.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer.  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
conversion  and  purchase  of  vessels  for  the  Navy. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  2,  186 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
order  of  23d  ultimo  I  came  to  this  place,  and,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
sent  Paymaster  Jackson,  with  whom  I  am  associated  in  the  duty  of 
making  with  a  responsible  party  a  contract  for  the  conversion  of 
certain  steamboats  into  gunboats  and  also  to  purchase  ten  boats  for 
the  Government.  After  making  enquiry  with  as  much  secrecy  as 
practicable  as  to  who  would  be  likely  to  offer  to  take  the  contract,  we, 
under  a  pledge  of  secrecy  from  the  parties,  made  known  the  nature 
of  said  contract  to  Connelly  &  Maloy,  Mr.  William  H.  Lope,  of  the 
firm  of  J.  G.  Hendricks  &  Co.,  and  to  Mr.  Joseph  Brown.  Mr. 
Lope  made  no  proposal.  Connelly  &  Maloy  made  as  follows:  “To 
alter  stern-wheel  boats,  when  new  or  nearly  so,  for  each  boat,  $23,000. 
For  extra  (stern)  casemate  on  side-wheel  boats,  $1,150.”  These  gen¬ 
tlemen  said  they  could  not  get  the  first  boat  out  in  less  than  five  or 
six  weeks,  and  also  that  the  promptness  with  which  the  work  on  the 
other  boats  could  be  done  depended  on  their  getting  a  portion,  at 
least,  of  their  money  promptly  from  the  Government. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Brown  proposed  “  to  alter  and  repair  the  stern-wheel 
boats  for  $24,550.  For  stern  casemate  on  side-wheel  boats,  $1,285.” 
He  also  agreed  to  turn  over  to  Government  each  boat  completely 
fitted  within  one  month  from  the  time  they  were  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  assured  us  that  he  has  ample  means  to  commence  and  go  right 
on  with  the  work.  After  weighing  everything  in  our  minds,  w7e  have 
concluded  that  his  offer,  although  a  little  higher  than  Connelly  & 
Maloy’s,  is  the  most  advantageous  and  have  therefore  made  the  con¬ 
tract  with  him,  wdth  a  fewr  explanations  and  a  single  concession,  viz, 
that  which  refers  to  old  ranges,  anchors,  and  chains.  We  have  also 
modified  the  original  draft  of  the  contract  so  that  the  side  case¬ 
mates  shall  be  4  instead  of  6  inches  thick  and  have  changed  those 
and  the  boilers  and  engines  to  6  instead  of  4  inches,  thus  obtaining  a 
better  disposition  of  weight.  We  have  inserted  a  clause  by  which, 
should  a  boat  be  found  strong  enough  to  bear  safely  a  side  casemate  of  6 
instead  of  4  inches,  the  contractor  will  place  it  on  w7ith  an  additional 
charge  of  $300,  which  is  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  two 
sizes.  The  4-inch  casemate  has  this  advantage,  that  dry  wood  of  that 
size  can  be  obtained,  whereas  the  6-inch  would  be  green  and  hence 
more  weighty. 

I  send  you  two  copies  of  the  contract.  Mr.  Browm  has  one.  I 
trust,  sir,  that  our  action  in  this  matter  will  meet  wdth  your  approval. 
I  hope  to  be  able,  through  Mr.  Jackson,  to  obtain  to-morrow  a  side- 
w’heel  boat,  the  Fanny ,  at  a  reasonable  rate.  I  will  keep  you  advised 
of  every  purchase  and  of  my  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

C  commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
instructions  regarding  the  purchase  of  side-wheel  boats. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  3,  1861±. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  present  indi¬ 
cations  I  think  we  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  as  many  side- wheel 
steamers  as  you  desire.  At  this  time  there  is  but  one  here  that  will 
answer  our  purpose ;  the  others  are  larger  and  much  more  expensive. 
There  are  quite  a  number  of  stern-wheel  boats  here  and  I  am  exam¬ 
ining  them.  I  shall  keep  a  good  lookout  for  boats  as  they  arrive. 
I  propose  to  go  to  Pittsburg  on  Tuesday  next,  unless  detained  by 
business.  Will  you  please  telegraph  me  at  this  place  the  minimum 
number  of  side-wheel  boats  that  you  wish  purchased?  I  wTill  then 
be  fully  posted  as  to  my  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieu  tenant-  Comm ander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

p.  S. — I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  wTe  have  purchased  the 
side-wheel  steamer  Fanny ,  in  good  order,  for  $33,500,  which  is  $1,000 
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below  the  estimated  value  of  said  boat  as  made  by  Mr.  Kendall  and 
Mr.  Bickerstaff.  Mr.  Brown  will  commence  her  alterations  on  Mon¬ 
day.  I  will  advise  you  in  detail  of  the  transaction  on  Monday. 

James  A.  Greer. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  Litherbumj ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  stripping  of 
vessels  purchased  for  conversion  into  gunboats. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  2,  I864. 
Sir  :  I  am  about  to  purchase  some  steamboats  to  be  converted  into 
gunboats.  I  wish  you  to  be  ready  at  any  moment  when  called  upon, 
either  by  Paymaster  Jackson  or  myself,  to  send  a  trusty  and  reliable 
officer,  with  4  good  men,  to  take  charge  of  each  boat,  to  watch  and 
see  that  nothing  whatever,  even  of  the  most  trifling  kind,  is  removed 
from  her  after  he  takes  charge  without  direct  orders  from  Mr.  Jack- 
son  or  myself.  When  a  boat  comes  alongside  the  Grampus ,  you  will 
have  every  article  of  furniture,  crockery,  tableware,  tablecloths,  nap¬ 
kins,  towels,  bedding  of  all  kinds,  sheets  and  pillowcases,  carpets, 
enginers’  tools,  stores,  and  fittings  removed  to  the  Grampus ,  taking 
a  careful  inventory  of  each  and  every  article,  furnishing  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  the  same.  The  small  articles  you  will  box  up, 
and  the  larger  ones  store  as  compactly  as  possible,  having  each  lot 
distinctly  marked  with  the  name  of  the  boat  from  which  taken,  each 
boat’s  stuff  to  be  kept  separate  from  any  other,  and  all  to  be  kept  under 
lock  and  key,  and  in  charge  of  a  sentinel.  You  need  not  remove  from 
the  boats  the  anchors,  chains,  or  ranges.  Take  good  care  of  any 
yawls  that  may  come.  In  stripping  the  boats,  do  it  systematically, 
in  order  that  no  confusion,  as  mixture  of  different  classes  of  articles, 
may  occur;  also  be  careful  that  no  damage  is  done  in  the  transfer. 
I  trust,  from  your  usual  attention  to  orders,  that  this  duty  will  be 
faithfully  performed.  I  will  relieve  your  vessel  of  these  stores  as 
soon  as  practicable.  Do  not  allow  any  but  the  working  party  to  go 
on  board  the  vessels,  and  you  must  use  your  whole  force  of  officers 'to 
attend  to  this  duty. 

Give  me  or  Mr.  Jackson  two  or  three  hours’  notice  before  the  strip¬ 
ping  of  a  boat  is  completed.  Do  not  mention  to  anyone  the  nature 
of  my  business  in  Cincinnati. 

Respectfully,  yours,  James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant- C  ommander. 

Acting  Ensign  C.  [W.]  Litherbttry, 

C  ommancling  U.  S.  S.  Grampus ,  Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
system  of  supplies  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  December  J,  186 A 
Sir:  This  is  the  system  of  supplies  in  this  squadron: 

Commanding  officers  approve  requisitions  for  supplies,  which  are 
scrutinized  and  approved  by  the  divisional  officers,  and  again  scru- 
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tinized  and  approved  by  the  commandant  of  the  supply  station  here. 
These  required  supplies  are  shipped  from  this  depot  semimonthly  on 
supply  steamers,  by  which  they  are  delivered  to  the  vessels  on  the 
river.  Great  inconvenience  would  ensue  if  requisitions  for  supplies 
were  to  follow  me  for  approval.  I  recommend  the  continuation  of 
the  present  system  as  one  sufficiently  guarded  and  of  necessary  con¬ 
venience  to  the  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admaral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  capture  of  aims  and  ammunition  which  had  been 

crossed  over  the  Mississippi  at  mouth  of  Obion  River. 

No.  42.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Mound  City ,  December  4,  1864- 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell  reported  under  date 
of  28th  ultimo  that  55  boxes  of  arms,  etc.,  had  been  taken  across  the 
Mississippi  on  the  night  of  the  25th  ultimo  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Obion  or  Forked  Deer  River  for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  but  that  he 
had  arrested  the  principals  in  the  affair  and  would  communicate 
further  particulars. 

On  the  29th  ultimo  he  reported  that  Brigadier-General  Shaler, 
commanding  at  Columbus,  had  informed  him  on  the  26th  ultimo  of 
the  intended  crossing  of  these  arms,  13  wagonloads,  which  the  enemy 
designed  transporting  from  Dyersburg,  in  Gibson  County  [Lauder¬ 
dale  or  Dyer  County],  Tenn.,  on  flatboats  down  the  Obion  River, 
and  that  16  more  wagonloads  were  on  the  way,  which  would  be 
brought  up  if  the  first  attempt  was  successful. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell  immediately  requested  General 
Washburn  to  dispatch  a  party  of  cavalry  to  cooperate  with  him. 

I  enclose  a  telegram  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  dated 
2d  instant,  reporting  capture  and  destruction  of  the  arms  (except  50 
revolvers)  which  the  enemy  succeeded  in  crossing,  as  reported  above, 
by  the  cavalry  force.  With  the  arrangements  made  with  General 
Washburn  and  the  additional  precautions  taken  in  guarding  the  river 
at  the  point  designated,  he  expects  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  crossing 
of  the  additional  16  wagonloads. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  require  an  active  patrol  of  the  river,  not  to  be  defeated 
bv  known  previous  arrangements,  to  cover  landings  of  steamboats  by 
gunboats,  which  would  give  facilities  for  crossing  at  other  points. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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[Enclosure — Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Sibyl, 

Off  New  Madrid, ,  December  2,  1864. 

With  the  exception  of  50  revolvers,  all  the  arms  (850  stands)  the 
ammunition,  and  medicine  that  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  mouth 
of  Obion  River  on  Friday  night  last  have  been  captured  by  a  cavalry 
force  under  the  command  of  Colonel  [P.  J.]  Yorke,  sent  by  General 
Washburn,  at  my  request,  to  cooperate  with  me.  Unfortunately,  the 
arms  were  destroyed,  the  roads  being  so  bad  they  could  not  be 
brought  in. 

J.  G.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant-C ommander,  Commanding  Eighth  District. 

Rear-Admiral  Lee,  Mound  City. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  commandant  at 
Mound  City ,  to  forward  ammunition  to  Smithland,  Ky. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  December  5, 1864- 

Commodore:  Will  you  please  have  forwarded  with  dispatch  to 
Smithland  100  or  more  rounds  of  ammunition,  each,  for  the  Cincin¬ 
nati, ,  Neosho ,  and  Carondelet ,  ironclads,  and  the  gunboats  Brilliant , 
Moose ,  Victory ,  Fairplay ,  Springfield ,  Silver  Lake ,  and  Reindeer? 
The  ordnance  officer  has  the  number  and  caliber  of  the  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  W.  Livingston, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Mound  City. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
purchase  of  steamer  Colossus. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  6,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Paymaster  Jack- 
son  to-day  purchased  the  stern-wheel  steamer  Colossus  for  $32,900, 
which  is,  I  think,  a  very  good  transaction.  The  contractor  will  com¬ 
mence  on  her  alterations  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S,  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
purchase  of  steamers  Florence  Miller  and  Allen  Collier. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  7,  186 4. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Jackson  this 
day  purchased  the  stern-wheel  steamers  Florence  Miller  and  the 
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Allen  Collier  for  $75,000,  which  is  $4,000  less  than  was  first  asked. 
These  boats,  I  am  sure,  will  please  you.  I  will  turn  them  over  to 
the  contractor  just  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them  stripped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieu  tenan  t-  C  omma  nder. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Comm  anding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McCauley ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  concerning  the  purchase  of 
vessels  and  the  disposition  of  contraband  goods. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cincinnati, 

Clarksville ,  Tenn .,  December  9 , 186 J. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  22d  ultimo  is  received,  stating  that  in  view  of 
your  small  effective  force  you  considered  it  best  not  to  send  the 
Avenger  to  tow  the  Indianola.  Under  the  circumstances  I  approve 
your  decision.  I  regret  your  want  of  active  force.  I  am  now  pur¬ 
chasing  additional  vessels,  and  will  supply  your  wants  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  have  also  received  your  report  of  the  capture  of  contra¬ 
band  goods;  you  do  not  state  the  disposition  made  of  them.  They 
should  have  been  turned  over  to  the  nearest  Treasury  agent,  and, 
unless  this  has  already  been  done,  you  will  so  dispose  of  them. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ^ 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  JJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  mat¬ 
ters  connected,  with  the  business  of  purchasing  ten  vessels  for  the 
Navy,  and  referring  to  steamer  Ohio  Valley. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  9 , 186 J. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  still  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  but  propose  to  leave  on  Monday,  the  12th  instant,  for  Pitts¬ 
burg.  As  yet  but  four  boats  have  been  purchased,  and  they  are  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  contractor.  I  find  that  boats  are  at  a  high  price. 
In  fact,  the  cost  of  those  purchased  a  year  ago  can  not  now  be  relied 
upon  as  a  guide  to  their  value,  as  the  cost  of  everything  has  changed 
so  much  since  then.  I  feel  that  in  not  being  over  hasty  in  the  business 
upon  which  you  have  sent  me  I  can  better  carry  out  your  views  and 
have  opportunities  for  obtaining  boats  that  in  all  respects  will  give 
you  satisfaction.  I  find  that  there  has  been  one  oversight  in  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  it  is  the  stipulation  to  have  the  guards  (on  main  and  boiler 
decks)  of  side-wheel  boats  cut  off,  or  rather  reduced,  which  is  essen¬ 
tial.  How  this  occurred  I  do  not  know,  unless  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  draw  up  a  contract  that  will  cover  every 
alteration  that  boats  now  running  may  require,  for  there  are  so  many 
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variations  in  the  different  classes.  In  the  Fanny  this  alteration  will 
be  necessary,  and  I  have  told  the  contractor  to  make  it.  He  says  it 
will  not  be  at  a  cost  of  over  $500.  I  will  make  an  additional  stipula¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  and  forward  it  to  you.  In  the  contract  it  is  stated 
that  the  steam  shall  escape  into  the  chimney.  In  the  Fanny  there  is 
such  an  escapement,  but  there  is  none  into  the  wheels.  If  you  deem 
such  necessary,  it  can  be  put  in  here  at  a  reasonable  cost,  or  at  Mound 
City,  at  any  time.  It  is  considered  advantageous  to  have  it,  on 
account  of  ice,  which,  in  cold  weather,  accumulates  on  the  wheels. 
I  will  also  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  procuring  of  coal 
to  convoy  the  boats  to  Mound  City  from  this  place.  Will  you  please 
give  directions  from  whom  it  shall  be  obtained?  I  am  told  it  will 
require  1,000  or  1,200  bushels  for  each  boat.  Since  I  commenced  this 
letter  Mr.  Jackson  has  purchased  the  stern-wheel  boat  Ohio  Valley 
for  $42,000,  to  be  delivered  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Mound  Citv, 
Ill.  This  is  the  finest  purchase  yet  made  by  us,  and  I  hope  will 
please  you.  There  is  a  prospect  of  our  getting  another  stern-wheeler 
for  $55,000.  I  wrote  to  you  on  2d  instant  about  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  side-wheel  boats.  Will  you  please  telegraph  me  at  Monon- 
gahela  House,  Pittsburg,  the  minimum  number  of  such  (side- wheel) 
boats  that  you.  require.  The  Ohio  Valley  will  leave  here  to-morrow 
with  the  things  belonging  to  the  four  purchased  boats  that  are  now 
being  altered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
LAeutenant-C  omnumder. 

Acting  Pear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
forwarding  of  the  steamer  Ohio  Valley  to  Mound  City ,  III. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  10 ,  186 J. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  vour  instructions, 
to  send  to  you  at  Mound  City  the  fast  light-draft  steamer  Ohio  Val¬ 
ley,  which  has  been  purchased  by  Paymaster  Jackson.  I  also  send 
the  furniture  and  fittings,  with  a  few  exceptions  (which  are  marked 
on  the  inventories) ,  of  the  Fanny ,  Colossus,  Allen  Collier,  and  Flor¬ 
ence  Miller,  these  boats  now  being  in  the  hands  of  the  contractor. 
The  articles  retained  will  be  needed  when  the  boats  make  the  trip  to 
Mound  City.  I  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  send  Acting  Ensign 
Howdon,  of  the  Grampus,  in  charge  of  these  things,  and  to  see  that 
the  Ohio  Valley  and  fittings  are  properly  cared  for  and  safely 
delivered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant -C  ommander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the 
return  of  four  light-draft  monitors  from  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cincinnati, 

Clarksville ,  Tenn .,  December  10 , 1861/.. 
Sir  :  The  four  light-draft  monitors  belonging  to  this  squadron  and 
now  at  Mobile  are  greatly  needed  for  service  in  these  rivers,  and  may 
be  more  urgently  required  during  the  winter.  As  active  operations 
seem  to  be  suspended  at  Mobile,  I  trust  the  Department  will  give 
orders  for  their  immediate  return  to  this  squadron,  and  apprise  me 
of  its  determination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton.  D.  C. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
trade,  captured  and  abandoned  property,  etc. 

General  Order,  1  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Cincinnati, 

No.  21.  J  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  December  13,  1861/.. 

I.  “  Rules  and  Regulations  concerning  commercial  intercourse  with 
and  in  States  and  parts  of  States  declared  in  insurrection,  the  collec¬ 
tion,  receipt,  and  disposition  of  captured,  abandoned,  and  confiscable 
property,  and  the  employment  and  general  welfare  of  freedmen,  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approval  of  the 
President,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  and  appended  hereto,”  of  July  29,  1864,  received  by 
me  to-day,  are  herewith  transmitted  to  all  commanding  officers  for 
their  information  and  guidance. 

II.  All  squadron  orders  conflicting  or  inconsistent  with  the  above- 
mentioned  instructions  are  hereby  revoked. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  capsizing 
of  small  boat  with  two  men  while  crossing  Mississippi  River, 
December  Ilf,  186 J. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Tennessee  River,  January  9, 1865. 

Sir-  Commander  Bryson,  commanding  Seventh  District,  encloses 
a  report  dated  14th  December,  from  Acting  Master  Cronin,  com¬ 
manding  the  Cricket,  stating  that  he  left  New  Orleans  on  the  13th 
December,  where  the  Cricket  had  been  sent  to  convey  General  Canby 
after  he  was  wounded  in  White  River,  and  when  about  60  miles  above 
the  city  saw  2  men  in  a  loaded,  two-oared  boat  crossing  the  river. 
His  signals  to  the  boat  to  stop  being  disregarded,  he  ordered  the 
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sentries  to  fire  on  her,  when  the  men  leaped  overboard  and  capsized 
her.  One  of  them,  severely,  perhaps  fatally,  wounded  by  the  fire 
from  the  Cricket ,  was  picked  up  by  her  boat;  the  other  could  not  be 
found.  The  contents  of  the  boat,  the  nature  of  which  were  not 
ascertained,  were  lost.-  Acting  Master  Cronin  states  that  the  man 
saved  appeared  to  be  a  desperate  character,  was  very  apprehensive 
that  he  would  be  hung,  and  would  communicate  nothing.  Com¬ 
mander  Bryson  directed  that  he  should  be  turned  over  to  the  military 
authorities  as  soon  as  he  could  be  safely  moved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
joint  expedition  in  Old  River  for  destruction  of  property  in  retalia¬ 
tion  for  the  death  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 

Bayou  Sara,  La.,  December  17, 186Jj. 

Sir:  On  Friday,  the  16th  instant,  I  went  into  Old  River  on  board 
the  U.  S.  S.  Nymph,  accompanied  by  the  Kenwood,  Naiad,  and 
Gazelle,  also  two  army  transports,  containing  about  a  thousand 
troops.  A  thousand  had  been  landed  at  Hog  Point  before  entering 
Old  River,  which  were  to  meet  us  at  or  near  Williamsport.  At  1  p.  m. 
the  troops  were  landed  at  the  head  of  navigation,  where  there  were 
some  plantations.  I  also  landed  a  company  of  sailors  from  each 
vessel,  with  orders  to  destroy  all  supplies  that  could  be  made  useful 
by  the  enemy.  A. large  quantity  of  corn,  sugar,  and  molasses  was 
burned,  together  with  the  houses  containing  it. 

The  army  took  all  the  live  stock  they  could  find.  I  did  this  in 
retaliation  for  the  murder  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Gazelle,  and  to  assist  the  army  in  obtaining  supplies.  The  corn,  etc., 
would  have  been  brought  out,  but  there  were  no  means  of  transport¬ 
ing  it  to  the  boats. 

Very  respect  fuly, 


J.  J.  Cornwell, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  Comdg.  2d  and  3d  Dists.,  Miss.  Squadron. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
purchase  of  vessels  for  the  squadron  and  referring  to  the  steamer 
Abeona. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  21,  186> \. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  letter  of 
the  10th  instant  was  written  I  have  visited  Pittsburg,  Louisville,  and 
New  Albany  and  have  found  no  side-wheel  boats,  such  as  my  instruc¬ 
tions  call  for,  suitable  for  gunboats.  This  place  is,  in  fact,  the  great 
center  and  the  market.  To-day  we  purchased  the  stern-wheel  boat 
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Abeona  for  $37,000,  'which  makes  six  in  all  (one  side-wheel  and  five 
stern-wheel  boats).  To-morrow  I  am  quite  sure  we  will  be  able  to 
get  two  more  stern-wheel  boats  at  reasonable  rates.  The  Fanny , 
which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Brown  on  the  5th  instant,  will  (he  tells 
me)  be  ready  for  turning  over  to  the  Government  on  or  about  the 
30th  instant,  and  the  other  boats  will  follow  at  the  rate  of  one  a 
week.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  Acting  Naval  Constructor  Kendall 
and  Acting  Fleet  Engineer  Bickerstaff  be  directed  to  remain  here  to 
have  an  eye  to  the  work  and  to  pass  upon  it  when  finished.  I  think 
the  details  will  be  much  more  satisfactorily  completed  should  this 
arrangement  or  a  similar  one  be  adopted.  I  shall,  in  accordance  with 
your  instructions,  appoint  two  assistant  engineers  for  each  boat,  sub¬ 
ject  to  your  approval.  A  pilot  will  be  needed  to  go  down  on  the 
boats.  Mr.  McCammett,  who  was,  and  perhaps  now  is,  on  the  Great 
Western  is  a  good  Ohio  River  pilot  and  has  been  engaged  on  this 
duty  before.  Acting  Ensign  Litherbury,  commanding  Grampus ,  has 
taken  a  number  of  boats  to  Cairo,  and  I  suggest  that  he  be  detailed 
to  do  the  same  with  the  boats  now  here,  making  up  a  small  crew, 
including  firemen,  from  the  enlisted  men  on  board  the  receiving  ship 
Grampus.  Mr.  Litherbury  has  an  advantage  in  being  a  daylight 
pilot.  I  wall  also  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  some 
arrangements  made  to  furnish  the  eight  boats  with  coal  to  carry  them 
to  Mound  City.  I  wrote  about  this  on  the  9th  instant,  but  fearing 
that  my  letter  may  have  miscarried  I  mention  it  again.  I  hope  that 
my  suggesting  these  things,  admiral,  will  not  meet  with  your  dis¬ 
approbation,  tor  I  have  done  so  with  a  desire  not  to  be  forward,  but 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  service.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  this 
on  the  26th  or  27th  instant  for  Mound  City. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  detachment  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  till  special  duty  in  purchase  of  vessels  is  completed. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Tennessee  River ,  December  21, 186 1^. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Greer,  whose  detachment  from  this 
squadron  the  Department  has  ordered,  is  engaged  on  special  duty 
purchasing  steamers  and  arranging  for  their  conversion  into  gun- 
boats 

I  propose,  if  not  objected  to  by  the  Department,  to  retain  his  de¬ 
tachment  until  this  service  shall  be  performed  and  a  full  report  made 
of  the  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  L ieu te n ant- Comm ande r  Greer ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
purchase  of  steamer  Mist ,  and  forwarding  the  same  to  Mound 
City ,  III. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  23,  1864- 
Admiral:  I  send  the  steamer  Mist  to  Mound  City,  in  accordance 
with  your  wishes.  The  furniture  belonging  to  the  Abeona ,  Willie 
Gamage ,  and  Kate  Foster  I  have  stowed  on  board  the  Grampus  and 
will  have  it  sent  down  in  the  Fanny ,  which  boat  will  be  ready  about 
December  30.  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  send  Acting  Ensign 
Howdon,  of  the  Grampus ,  in  the  Mist ,  to  see  that  she  and  her  fittings 
are  safely  delivered.  Enclosed  I  send  an  inventory  of  the  things 
of  the  Mist. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieut  enan  t-  C  ommander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee , 
V.  S.  Navy ,  to_  insure  protection  for  loyal  owners  of  plantations  on 
the  Western  rivers. 


Navy  Department,  December  24, 1864. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  requests  that  the  naval  force 
on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  should  render  protection  to  the 
loyal  owners  of  plantations  which  are  leased  and  worked  by  loyal 
owners  along  the  rivers. 

General  orders  have  already  from  time  to  time  been  issued  to  the 
squadrons  to  give  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  loyal 
citizens,  and  you  are  specially  directed  to  give  such  additional  orders 
to  those  of  your  command  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
purpose  herein  indicated,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice 
to  the  service.  It  is  not  expected  or  intended  that  these  instructions 
shall  interfere  with  naval  operations  and  movements,  but  you  will, 
so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  your  naval  duties,  make  your  force 
effective  in  guarding  the  persons  and  property  of  loyal  citizens,  and 
especially  those  engaged  on  the  leased  plantations  and  in  the  planting 
business. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo ,  III 


oecreiary  oj  trie.  l\  avy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Patterson,  U.  S.  Navy,  of 
arrival  for  duty  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  command  of 
U.  S.  S.  Mound  City. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  Miss.,  December  25, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  re¬ 
ported  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding  Mississippi 
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?nn!ndr01i’  0nAt  14A,instant,  and  to-day  reported  to  the  divisional 
commander  of  the  h  lfth  District  for  the  command  of  the  U  S  S 
Mound  City. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  W.  D.  Patterson, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Fairy, 

Chickasaw ,  Ala.,  December  28,  186 A 
(Received  December  29 — 12:35  p.  m.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  the  Department  that  military  operations 
make  an  immediate  and  considerable  increase  of  ironcla deforce  neces¬ 
sary  in  this  squadron. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  stating  that  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  requires  the  four 
monitors  sent  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron  for  protection  of 
Mobile  Bay. 


Navy  Department,  December  28,  186 A 

Sir  :  The  Department  received  your  dispatch  asking  that  the  four 
ironclads  sent  to  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  might  be  or¬ 
dered  back  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  requested  Vice-Admiral 
Farragut’s  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  them  from 
their  present  duty. 

He  states  that  the  rebels  still  have  left  a  force  of  ironclads  at 
Mobile,  which,  except  for  the  monitors  received  from  the  Mississippi 
Squadron,  might  easily  regain  possession  of  the  bay,  and  he  therefore 
thinks  it  imprudent  to  remove  or  withdraw  any  of  the  present  iron¬ 
clad  force  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

The  Mississippi  Squadron  will,  in  some  measure,  be  compensated 
for  the  loss  of  these  four  monitors  by  receiving  the  Manhattan  and 
Tennessee,  which  Vice-Admiral  Farragut  sent  up  just  before  giving 
up  his  command. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III, 


766 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
intercourse  ivith  seceded  States. 

General  Order,]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

No.  23.  J  Tennessee  River.  December  29, 186 If.. 

I.  The  attention  of  divisional,  commanding,  and  other  officers  of 
this  squadron  is  called  to  General  Order,  No.  80,*  including  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  of  September  24,  1864,  issued  by  Major-General  Canby, 
and  considerately  furnished  by  him  to  the  naval  vessels  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  they  are  instructed  to  cooperate  cordially,  as  far  as 
properly  concerns  the  Navy,  with  the  military  and  Treasury  authori¬ 
ties  in  carrying  out  its  provisions,  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  harmony  and  efficiency  of  the  public  service  may  be 
promoted. 

II.  To  prevent  embarrassment  to  military  operations  by  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  spies,  traitors,  boat  burners,  and  others  may  pass 
and  repass  the  lines  and  communicate  information  to  the  enemy  with 
regard  to  military  operations,  divisional,  commanding,  and  other 
Navy  officers  concerned  in  the  execution  of  this  squadron  order,  are,  at 
the  instance  of  the  major-general  commanding,  instructed  as  follows: 

1.  As  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  can  know 
nothing  of  pending  or  prospective  military  operations  in  the  district 
in  which  his  permit  is  to  take  effect,  persons  holding  these  permits 
will  not  be  permitted  to  land  from  gunboats  unless  they  have  the 
corresponding  permit  and  safe  conduct  of  the  proper  military 
authority,  as  described  in  paragraphs  1  and  7  of  Major-General 
Canby’s  General  Order,  No.  80. 

2.  No  boat  can  be  allowed  to  enter  Eed  River  unless  the  permit  has 
the  approval  of  Major-General  Canby  and  myself. 

3.  Divisional  officers  and  the  commanders  of  gunboats  are  in¬ 
structed  to  suspend  the  effect  of  the  safe  conduct  and  permit  under  the 
circumstances  prescribed  in  paragraph  5  of  Major-General  Canby’s 
General  Order,  No.  80  j  (but  in  each  case  a  full  report  of  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  be  promptly  made  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  it  sent  at 
once  to  General  Canby  by  the  divisional  officer) . 

4.  Divisional  officers  and  the  commanders  of  gunboats  are  in¬ 
structed  to  limit  passes  given  by  them  to  parties  to  come  within  the 
lines  to  the  cases  prescribed  in  paragraph  6  of  Major-General  Canby’s 
General  Order,  No.  80.  (Such  deserters  and  refugees  as  are  therein 
referred  to,  will  be  immediately  turned  over  to  the  nearest  military 
commander,  with  a  clear  and  sufficient  written  statement  of  each  case, 
and  a  semimonthly  report  of  the  same  will  be  made  to  me.) 

III.  The  command  of  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  which  is 
designated  as  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  comprises 
four  departments,  viz :  The  Department  of  the  Gulf,  the  Department 
of  Arkansas,  the  Department  of  Missouri,  and  the  Department  of 
Mississippi. 

1.  The  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Major-General  N.  P.  Banks,  com¬ 
manding,  consists  of  all  points  held,  or  that  may  be  held,  by  the  United 
States  forces  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  Key  West,  Fla.,  to  the 
Mexican  lines,  and  all  the  United  States  forces  serving  in  the  States 


*  See  A.  W.  R.  Vol.  41,  Pt.  4,  p.  7S7. 
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sfd^offhp  Man<^  Texas’ south  of  ped  River,  and  all  troops  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi  River,  south  of  the  mouth  of  Red  River 

1  he  Department  of  Arkansas,  Major-General  J.  J.  Reynolds, 
eommunding,  consists  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  J  ’ 

.  1  he  department  of  Missouri,  Major-General  Dodge,  command- 

consists  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

4.  The  Department  of  Mississippi,  Major-General  N.  J.  T  Dana 

C0?\\StS &  a11  p-oin.ts £eld  ^  the  United  States  forces  on 
tlie  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  north  of  the  mouth  of  Red 

River  which  includes  the  posts  of  Natchez,  Miss.;  Vicksburg,  Miss.; 
Memphis,  Tenn. ;  Columbus,  Ky. ;  and  Cairo,  Ill. 

IV.  Commanders  of  supply  vessels,  transports,  and  towboats,  be- 
onging  to,  or  in  the  service  of,  the  Navy,  are  allowed  to  receive  on 
board  persons  belonging  to  the  Navy  and  moving  under  naval 
authority,  but  no  other  persons  whatever,  without  written  authority 
in  each  case  from  myself  or  from  Commodore  J.  W.  Livingston,  com¬ 
manding  naval  station,  Mound  City,  or  from  a  divisional  officer. 
Commanders  of  the  vessels  referred  to  in  this  paragraph,  will  make 
a  written  report  to  me  of  all  their  passengers  for  each  trip,  giving 
the  names,  rank  of  Navy  (and  Army  ) officers,  a  classified  statement 
ot  rated  persons  in  the  Navy,  and  the  names  and  residences  of  citi¬ 
zens,  stating  when  and  where  they  were  received  and  landed,  and  by 
what  authority ;  but  no  person  not  belonging  to  the  Navy  will  be 
landed  from  these  vessels  on  any  gunboat  except  by  orders  from 
Commodore  Livingston,  the  divisional  commander,  or  myself,  and 
no  other  person  shall  be  landed  anywhere  below  Cairo,  except  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  then  only  after  the  previous  written  approval  of 
this  naval  permit  by  the  Army  officer  commanding  the  department  or 
district  m  which  the  landing  is  to  be  made. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  at  Springfield ,  III.,  to  Fleet 
Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  amount  of  cotton  captured 
in  the  expeditions  into  Red ,  Black ,  and  Ouachita  rivers ,  libeled  in 
that  court. 

Office  of  Clerk  District  Court  United  States, 

Southern  District  of  Illinois, 

Springfield ,  December  29, 186 A 

Sir  :  The  following  lots  of  cotton  captured  by  the  Red,  Ouachita, 
and  Black  River  expeditions  have  been  libeled  in  this  court,  viz : 

2,129  bales  cotton,  reported  by  Admiral  Porter  from  Alexandria. 

103  bales  cotton,  taken  by  the  Red  River  expedition. 

63  bales  cotton,  taken  by  the  Red  River  expedition. 

484  bales  cotton,  taken  by  tlie  Ou;icbita  River  expedition. 

788  bales  52  sacks  cotton,  taken  by  the  Red  and  Ouachita  rivers  expedition. 
409  bales  139  sacks  cotton,  taken  by  the  Ouachita  River  expedition. 

1,  000  bales  cotton,  taken  by  the  Ouachita  River  expedition. 

5  bales  cotton,  picked  up  in  Red  River  by  U.  S.  S.  Juliet. 

24  bales  cotton,  captured  by  Red  River  expedition. 


5,005 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  various  letters  received  from  yourself 
and  Admiral  Porter  in  relation  to  the  above  lots  of  cotton.  As  the 
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court  is  unable  to  determine  with  certainty  from  these  letters  whether 
the  same  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  all  these  captured,  and  as 
claims  have  been  presented  to  the  court  by  other  vessels  not  included 
in  these  lists  to  share  in  the  prizes,  you  are  requested  to  furnish  with¬ 
out  delay  separate  lists  of  all  the  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  each  of 
the  different  lots  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  P.  Bowen,  Clerk. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Instructions  from  Acting  Rear- Admired  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Greer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  completion  of 
work  on  the  purchased  steamers. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Eastport ,  Miss.,  December  2 9 ,  186 N 
Sir:  Yours  of  9th,  10th,  and  21st  instant  are  received. 

I  approve  your  suggestions  in  the  latter  communication,  and  you 
are  accordingly  authorized  to  direct  Acting  Naval  Constructor  Ken¬ 
dall  and  Acting  Fleet  Engineer  Bickerstaff  to  remain  at  Cincinnati 
until  the  completion  of  the  work  on  the  purchased  steamers,  to 
superintend  it  and  pass  upon  it  when  finished ;  also  to  direct  Acting 
Ensign  Litherbury,  of  the  Grampus ,  assisted  by  Pilot  McCammett, 
to  take  the  vessels  to  Mound  City  as  fast  as  completed,  making  up  a 
small  working  crew,  including  firemen  from  the  Grampus. 

The  coal  for  these  vessels  must  be  purchased  at  Cincinnati  when 
wanted. 

I  desire  to  have  three  or  four  side-wheel  steamers  at  least,  and 
wish  no  more  stern- wheelers  purchased. 

Respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  A.  Greer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Ensign  Litherbury ,  regarding  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  certain 
purchased  vessels. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  30, 186^. 
Sir:  You  will  keep  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  the  Abeona , 
Willie  Gamage ,  Kate  Foster ,  and  Tempest  on  board  the  Grampus, 
and  when  the  Fanny  is  ready  send  them  to  Mound  City  in  her,  in 
charge  of  an  officer,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commanding  naval  officer 
there.  I  presume  Admiral  Lee  will  give  instructions  about  the  de¬ 
tailing  of  men  and  officers  to  take  the  new  gunboats  down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Acting  Ensign  C.  W.  Litherbury, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Grampus ,  Cincinnati,  Ohio , 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Lee ,  U.  A.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports 
legal  ding  the  loss  of  U.S.S.  Rattler  in  a  gale ,  December  30 , 186 f. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Fairy, 

Eastport ,  Miss.,  January  18,  1865. 
Sir:  The  U  S.  S.  Rattler,  attached  to  the  Fifth  District  of  this 
squadron,  was  lost  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  near  Grand  Gulf, 
[Miss.J.  She  parted  her  cables  during  a  heavy  gale,  and  was  driven 
ashore,  where  she  bilged  and  was  abandoned.  Her  officers  and  crew 
with  most  of  the  public  property  aboard,  were  saved.  Before  another 
vessel  couid  arrive  to  guard  this  portion  of  the  river,  the  Rattler  was 
yrecl  by  the  rebels  and  her  upper  works  consumed.  I  enclose  reports 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gould ,  commanding  Forest  Rose  (1  and  2),  dated,  respectively, 
1st  and  2d  January,  giving  particulars,  and  from  Acting  Master 
Willets,_  commanding,  dated  January  2  (3).  I  had  ordered  a  court 
or  enquiry  to  investigate  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  deser¬ 
tion  of  Acting  Master  Glenney,  late  commanding  the  Rattler,  agree- 
ably  to  the  Department’s  directions,  but  the  vessel  was  lost  before  it 
could  be  convened.  A  new  court  will  be  ordered  and  held  at  Mound 
City  as  soon  as  officers  are  available.  A  court  of  enquiry  will  be 
held  on  the  loss  of  the  Rattler. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

.  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  1,  1865. 

Admiral  :  On  the  night  preceding  the  31st  ultimo  we  were  visited 
by  a  heavy  gale,  blowing  in  a  cyclone.  The  Rattler,  anchored  off 
Grand  Gulf,  parted  her  chains,  was  blown  on  the  left  bank,  struck 
a  snag,  bilged,  and  sank.  As  the  supply  steamer  Magnet  was  at 
hand,  having  been  blown  ashore  at  the  same  time,  she  relieved  the 
wreck  of  guns,  small  arms,  small-arms  ammunition,  officers,  men,  and 
their  clothings  bringing  away  all  articles  movable.  The  Forest  Rose 
was  warned  of  the  accident  and  steamed  up  to  Grand  Gulf  yes¬ 
terday  afternoon,  but  I  learn  that  she  must  have  arrived  too  late,  as 
a  boat  that  came  down  this  a.  m.  informed  me  the  rebels  had  set  her 
upper  works  on  fire.  The  24-pounder  howitzers  and  equipments 
were  all  saved  and  brought  down  here ;  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  were 
left  on  board  spiked. 

I  have  sent  Acting  Chief  Engineer  J.  V.  Starr,  of  this  vessel,  up 
to  inspect  the  wreck  and  save  as  much  of  the  macliinery  as  possible. 
I  think  it  will  all  be  gotten  out  as  soon  as  the  river  falls  sufficiently. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  N.  B.  Willets  reports  that  at  the  time 
the  Rattler  parted  her  chains  he  was  on  deck  attending  to  the  “  nurs¬ 
ing  ”  of  her  tackle  and  working  ahead  with  full  head  of  steam. 

He  seems  to  be  somewhat  injured  by  a  fall  he  received  whilst  so 
employed,  perhaps  a  rib  broken. 
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I  intend  sending  the  officers  and  crew  to  Mound  City  by  the  dis¬ 
patch  boat  of  the  1st.  One  of  the  Rattler's  crew  deserted,  and  maybe 
gave  the  information  which  resulted  in  her  burning. 

I  have  placed  the  small  arms,  etc.,  on  board  the  J.  Torrence.  The 
howitzers  1  have  temporarily  placed  on  the  Avenger ,  to  fill  up  her 
battery  until  your  pleasure  is  known.  . 

Acting  Master  Willets  has  not  yet  been  able  to  make  an  official 
report  in  writing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Comdr .,  Comd.g.  Jfth  and  5th  Dists.  Miss.  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Forest  Bose, 

Near  Waterproof,  La.,  January  £,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  to  you  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler ,  then  on  board  of  steamer 
Magnet,  informed  me  that  on  the  night  previous  the  Rattler  drifted 
into  the  bank  near  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  and  bilged,  and  that  he  had 
abandoned  her.  I  immediately  steamed  up  river  with  this  vessel  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  what  property  I  could.  When  about  5  miles 
from  the  Rattler  I  discovered  her  to  be  on  fire.  I  soon  afterwards 
opened  fire  on  the  river  bank,  expending  four  30-pounder  15-sec. 
shells  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  carrying  off  any  property  they 
might  have  got  from  the  wreck.  In  thirty  minutes  from  the  first  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  fire  she  had  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  I  learn  from 
persons  living  in  the  neighborhood  that  the  enemy’s  scouts  set  the 
Rattler  on  fire  as  soon  as  this  vessel  hove  in  sight.  After  the  heat 
had  discharged  the  guns  left  on  board,  one  of  which  was  trained 
down  river,  I  steamed  in  near  the  wreck  and  saved  what  property  I 
could,  a  list  of  which  I  enclose.  Her  engines  and  boilers  remain  with 
the  wreck,  nearly  covered  with  water,  and  the  river  rising  rapidly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  Gould, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fourth  and  Fifth  Districts  Miss.  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  H,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  loss  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  while  at  anchor  off  the  bar  opposite  Grand 
Gulf,  Miss.,  on  the  evening  of  December  30.  A  heavy  storm  of  wind 
and  rain  arose  about  9  o’clock  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  to  the  northward  and  blew 
very  strong,  so  that  we  commenced  dragging  one  anchor,  although 
we  were  working  ahead  on  the  engines  with  all  the  steam  we  had. 
We  dragged  down  afoul  of  the  supply  steamer  Magnet,  which  was 
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id  enclosed  a  list  of  stores  and  equipments  saved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WlLLETS 

Acting  Master ,  Late  Commander  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCattley, 

Commanding  Fourth  and  Fifth  Districts  Miss.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  11 .  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Meredith,  U .  S.  Army ,  requesting  that  means  be  employed 
to  prevent  raids  on  ILickman,  Ky. 


MlSSlSSlPPT  SrvrTAr>Tjn-\r  T7t  a  norm.  1?  . 


'General:  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell,  commanding 
Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron,  reports  to  me,  under  date  of 
1 1  th  instant,  that  on  that  day  he  met  the  steamer  Poland  below  Hick¬ 
man,  which  reported  having  been  fired  on  at  that  place.  He  landed 
there  and  learned  that  12  men  were  pillaging  the  town,  and  that  they 
had  some  citizens  “  corralled  ”  in  a  vacant  lot.  He  landed  30  men 
and  the  guerrillas  left  on  their  approach.  Soon  after  4  cavalrymen 
rode  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  were  fired  on  by  his  picket,  and  retreated 
by  the  Dresden  road.  A  previous  report  from  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Mitchell  states  that  citizens  have  informed  him  that  a  band 
of  bushwhackers  are  encamped  in  the  swamp  below  Hickman.  The 
men  engaged  in  pillaging  the  town  probably  belonged  to  this  gang. 
I  request  that  you  will  take  means  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  these 
raids  on  Hickman  and  to  break  up  the  guerrilla  bands  that  infest  its 
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neighborhood.  Naval  cooperation  will  always  be  cordially  extended 
when  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  S.  Meredith, 

Commanding  at  Paducah ,  Ky. 


Abstract  log  of  tlic  U.  S.  S.  Blade  Hawk,  Lieutenant  Commander 
K.  R.  Breese ,  commanding ,  April  10  to  May  115, 186  L 

April  10,  186 Jh — Alexandria,  La.  . 

April  17.— At  12 : 30  p.  m.  the  Cricket ,  with  Admiral  Porter  on 
board,  moved  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  Gazelle. 

April  18. — At  7:40  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the 
river.  At  4 : 40  p.  m.  made  fast  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  a  short 
distance  below  Fort  De  Russy.  At  5  p.  m.  got  underway  and  assisted 
the  Ouachita  off  a  bar,  where  she  was  aground,  about  half  a  mile 
below  the  fort.  At  5 :  40  made  fast  to  the  bank  again. 

April  19— At  5  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
From  6  to  8  p.  m.  delivered  to  the  New  National  two  24-pounder  siege 
guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Pussy. 

April  29. — At  6:35  p.  m.  steamer  Silver  Wave  proceeded  up  river. 
At  7  heard  musketry  tiring  up  Peel  River.  At  7:20  got  underway 
and  steamed  about  4  miles  up  Red  River  and  opened  fire  in  the 
bushes.  Expended  3  30-pounder  shells  and  10  24-pounder  shrapnel. 
At  8 : 15  backed  down  the  river  and  returned  to  our  station. 

April  30. — At  8:20  a.  m.  the  Kenwood,  Juliet ,  and  Benefit  arrived 
from  above.  The  Benefit ,  with  a  barge  in  tow,  came  alongside.  The 
following  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  vessel  came  on  board  from 
the  Benefit:  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Terry,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  A. 
Jones,  and  C.  L.  Clung,  O.  S.  Trussell,  boatswain’s  mates;  Charles 
Cooper,  quarter  gunner;  A.  Yanzanclt  (S.  P.)  [special  pilot?]. 
Twenty-eight  men  (names  omitted).  One  12-pounder  and  1  24- 
pounder  howitzer  and  ammunition  brought  on  board. 

May  11. — At  3:30  p.  m.  two  of  the  Little  Rebel's  crew  reported 
captured. 

May  lL — Mississippi  River.  At  8:05  p.  m.  received  on  board 
from  the  Forest  Rose  the-  following  officers  and  seamen  from  the  gun¬ 
boat  Covington:  H.  B.  Emerson,  pilot;  Dennis  O.  Ruf,  gunner's 
mate;  Washington  Gamble,  quartermaster;  Henry  A.  Plarrison, 
Slainerlas  Therion,  seamen;  Ed.  Harris  (contraband),  cabin  cook; 
Westly  West,  Rineck  Watson,  Robert  Jackson,  Joseph  Rilbren,  con¬ 
trabands.  Petty  officers  and  seamen  from  the  gunboat  Signal: 
Michael  McCormick,  boatswain’s  mate ;  Edgar  Clark,  quartermaster ; 
Daniel  Reed,  quartermaster;  Joseph  Smith,  George  McClurg,  sea¬ 
men;  Taylor  Cromwell  (contraband),  seaman. 

May  15. — At  11 : 20  p.  m.  the  flagship  Cricket  came  out  of  Red 
River.  The  admiral,  together  with  Lieutenant  Naile,  Lieutenant 
Church,  of  the  marines,  and  the  admiral’s  secretary,  Guild  (C.  F.), 
returned  on  board  this  vessel.  Also  came  on  board  from  the  Cricket 
.5  men  and  11  marines. 


naval  forces  on  western  waters. 


773 


\p'-m'ne  got  ^derway  and  proceeded  up  the  Mis- 

y  and  Staff  ab°ard’  takin^  Pas‘ 

3u  a>  made  fast  to  the  bank  at  Natchez:  landed 
and  3  horses- At  3  »•  - 

rilv^q?0K~nAtu8 : 571 P;  m-  reached  Cairo;  proceeded  up  to  Mound 
L^itv ,  y .  25  fared  a  salute  upon  reaching  Mound  City. 


Abstract  log  oj f  the U .  S.  S.  Carondelet ,  Lieutenant- Commander 
John  A.  Mitchell ,  commanding ,  il/m?A  11  to  May  IS,  180 L 

A nIaVA  Red  River.  At  12 : 10  p.  m.  tug  Dahlia  came 

alongside  with  a  dispatch  from  flagship.  At  1  p.  m.  all  boats  called 
away,  armed,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mitchell,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Executive  Officer  Gipson,  Ensign  Miller,  Masters  Mates 

as  mgs  and  L  e  Groot,  taking  with  them  all  the  small-arms  crew  on 
Afi6  t°n  battall°?  drilb  other  .ships  in  the  fleet  doing  likewise. 

ii  i  'i  b'  .n?‘  a  dee^  oa  transports  in  sight,  coming  down  the  river, 
al  iaden  with  troops.  Landed  at  the  bank  on  the  Louisiana  shore 
At  4 :  45,  gig,  with  Captain  Mitchell,  returned.  At  4 :  50  first  and 
second  cutters  and  dingey  returned. 

March  22.— At  9  a.  m..  the  following  steamers  started  up  Red 
Rn er :  Port  Hindman,  Cricket,  Neosho ,  Ectstport,  Lafayette ,  Ozark, 
Choctaw ,  Osage ,  Chillicothe ,  Louisville,  Carondelet,  Benton,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Mound  City,  and  Essex.  At  12  meridian,  went  into  Old  River 
Chillicothe  and  Louisville  ahead  of  us,  the  Pittsburg,  Benton  and 
Mound.  City  astern,  the  other  vessels  going  up  Red  River’  At 
12 : 30  went  into  the  Atchafalaya.  At  1 : 15  p.  m.  the  Louisville 
stopped  at  a  cotton  landing  and  took  on  board  23  bales  of  cotton, 
the  rest  of  the  boats  making  fast  to  the  opposite  bank.  At  2 : 15  the 
Louisville  crossed  to  the  opposite  bank.  The  Black  Hawk  hove  in 
sight.  At  2 :  30  came  to  at  the  bank  ahead  of  us.  At  2 :  35  U.  S.  S. 
No..  SO  came  along  and  landed.  At  3:50  p.  m.  the  transports  De  's 
Moines,  Maria  Hamilton ,  and  Baltic,  with  troops,  came  along  and 
landed. 

March  13. — Bayou  Atchafalaya.  At  7 :  30  a.  m.  army  commenced 
marching. 

March  U.— Steaming  up  (Red)  river,  Benton  ahead,  Mound 
City,  flagship  Black  Llawk,  U.  S.  S.  No.  SO,  and  a  transport  astern 
in  sight.  At  2  p.  m.  all  hands  exercised  at  quarters  (silence  drill). 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Steaming  up  river.  At  4:  30  passed  some  earth¬ 
works  on  west  bank  of  river.  8  to  12 :  Lying  at  the  bank.  At  9 
p.  m.  the  tug  came  down  the  river  and  reported  the  Eastport  past 
the  obstructions  in  the  river  and  a  fort  evacuated  and  our  army  skir¬ 
mishing  in  the  enemy’s  rear. 

March  15. — At  1 : 40  a.  m.  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  get 
underway  and  proceed  up  the  river  toward  Alexandria.  At  2  starfed 
up  the  river.  At  4  made  fast  to  the  bank,  owing  to  the  Ozark  being 
fast  in  the  river  and  obstructing  the  passage.  The  Louisville,  Chil¬ 
licothe,  and  Pittsburg  ahead,  the  Mound  City  astern.  At  4:45  o-ot 
underway.  At  5 : 30  the  fleet  tied  up  to  the  bank.  From  8  to  12^01. 
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steamers  Diadem. ,  Southwestern  Emerald ,  Black  Hawk,  No.  50. 
Thos.  Tutt ,  Autocrat ,  Hastings ,  Diana ,  -John  Rome,  and  hospital 
ship  Woodford  passed  up  through  the  obstructions  in  the  river.  At 
9  we  started  up,  followed  by  the  Choctaw  and  Benton.  Went  ashore 
in  search  of  cotton.  At  12  passed  flagship  and  transport  fleet  at 
Fort  De  Russy. 

March  28.— Off  Alexandria.  At  3 :  30  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and 
proceeded  up  the  river.  At  4  started  over  the  Rapids.  At  4 : 15  came 
to  at  the  bank  above  the  Chillicothe.  At  5 : 30  the  hospital  steamer 
Woodford  passed  up  and  stuck  on  the  rocks,  then  swung  around 
and  drifted  a  short  distance  below  and  made  fast  to  the  bank  in  a 
sinking  condition.  At  6  she  went  down.  _  The  Brown  went  alongside 
to  render  assistance.  Our  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  s 
Mate  Hamilton,  was  sent  alongside  of  the  sunken  vessel.  From  6  to 
8  p.  m. :  The  second  cutter  returned  and  reported  no  lives  lost  on  the 
sunken  vessel. 

March  29. — At  the  Rapids.  At  6 : 15  a.  m.  the  Brown  came  up  the 
river  and  made  fast  to  us,  to  assist  us  over  the  Rapids.  At  6 :  35  the 
Brown ,  after  helping  us  safely  over  the  Rapids,  cast  loose  and  went 
down  the  river.  Our  vessel  had  rubbed  considerably  on  the  bottom. 
At  7 : 30  a.  m.  sent  the  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Boatswain’s  Mate 
White,  ashore  to  destroy  a  barge  and  skiff  alongside,  which  was  done. 
Proceeding  up  river.  At  9:10  a.  m.  Captain  Mitchell  went  ashore 
with  a  party  of  30  men,  armed,  in  charge  of  Ensign  Miller.  At  10 
they  all  returned  on  board.  1:30  p.  m.  dropped  down  river.  A 
contraband  brought  information  of  a  party  of  rebels  with  three  Fed¬ 
eral  prisoners  being  about  4  miles  from  the  river. 

April  2. — 8  to  12  meridian :  Proceeding  up  the  Red  River,  the 
Lexington  and  Chillicothe  following.  At  10 :  30  stopped  to  destroy 
some  flatboats,  and  heard  that  our  cavalry  were  now  at  Pine  Bluff 
and  that  the  rebels  had  left  Shreveport.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  the  current, 
in  doubling  a  sharp  point,  cut  us  into  the  bend,  from  which  we  suc¬ 
ceeded,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Rob  Roy ,  in  getting  clear  in  half 
an  hour  without  damage.  At  2:50  the  Hindman  came  down  the 
river.  She  reported  the  fleet  27  miles  ahead  of  us.  4  to  G  p.  m. 
steaming  up  river. 

April  3. — At  11:20  a.  m.  we  arrived  at  the  fleet  at  Grand  Ecore. 
At  12:15  p.  m.  the  Cricket  came  in  sight,  with  Admiral  Porter’s  blue 
flag  hoisted. 

April  A — 8  to  12  meridian:  Steaming  up  river.  Sent  first  and 
second  cutters  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  12 : 40  p.  m.  came  in  sight 
of  the  Louisville  and  Eastport  aground.  At  1:20  sent  a  line  to  the 
Louisville  and  hauled  her  off.  Sent  first  and  second  cutters  to  sound 
the  channel.  Dropped  down  and  made  fast  to  the  bank.  At  2:15 
a  portion  of  our  army,  with  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  passed  down 
the  river  bank.  At  *2 :  25  captain  returned.  At  3  sent  Master’s  Mate 
DeGroot  to  enquire  particulars  of  the  land  expedition.  At  1:30  he 
returned,  having  gained  the  following,  viz:  Our  forces  found  the 
rebels  in  force  at  St.  Maurice ;  attacked  and  completely  routed  them. 
Federal  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  8.  Rebel  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  20  to  30  and  about  65  prisoners.  At  5 : 30  we  succeeded  in 
getting  over  the  bar.  At  4  Captain  Mitchell  went  to  the  Eastport 
in  second  cutter.  At  7:40  p.  m.  passed  the  town  of  Campti.  Sev¬ 
eral  houses  were  burning  and  people  on  shore  said  there  had  been 
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a  fight  between  Union  and  rebel  forces  near  there  to-day.  At  11 : 10 
'ue  overtook  the  fleet  and  made  fast  to  the  opposite  bank  at  Le- 
compte’s  plantation. 

APHl  8rfTA}  9  a-  m.  Captain  Mitchell  left  the  ship  in  the 
cUngey.  The  tug  (Ivy)  came  alongside  and  got  our  11  and  15  inch 
hawsers.  At  o:30  p.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  river.  6  to  8 
p.  m.  sent  6  men  to  the  Eastport  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  DeGroot 
to  report  for  picket  duty. 

April  10 — Grand  Ecore,  Red  River.  At  2:30  p.  m.  our  surgeon 
went  on  shore  to  assist  in  dressing  wounds  of  soldiers  in  hospital- 
also  sent  a  party  of  men  with  bandages  and  to  carry  water  to  the 
hospital.  We  sent  30  rolls  of  bandages  and  surgeon’s  lint  to  Dr. 
C  app.  Mr.  Hastings  and  10  men  went  ashore  to  carry  water  to 
the  hospital.  Henry  Whitney,  a  seaman  of  this  vessel,  was  killed 
while  on  detached  duty  on  board  the  Benefit. 

A pril  13. — Below  Grand  Ecore.  Troops  crossing  on  pontoon 
budge  below  the  town.  At  8  a.  m.  crew  on  shore  sawing  wood ;  heard 
heavy  firing  up  river. 

.  April  If. — From  1  to  4  a.  m.  saw  a  large  fire  in  a  N.  X.  W.  direc¬ 
tion.  At.  1:45  p.  m.  the  Eastport  in  dropping  down  grounded  on 
the  bar. 


April  15.— At  5  a.  m.  sent  pilots  to  sound  the  channel  at  the  stem 
of  the  E astport ,  by  order  of  Captain  Phelps.  At  9 : 30  the  Eastport 
succeeded  in  getting  off  the  bar  and  made  fast  to  the  bank  ahead  of 
us.  At  1  p.  m.  we  dropped  off  to  let  the  Eastport  pass  down.  At 
4:30  p.  m.  started  down  river;  found  the  Eastport  sunk.  Sent  a 
boat  to  her  assistance.  At  6 : 15  made  fast  to  the  bank  just  above  the 
Eastport;  sent  boats  to  her  assistance.  Received  ammunition  from 
the  Eastport. 

April  16. — At  7:50  received  orders  from  Commander  Phelps  to 
proceed  down  river.  At  6  p.  m.  made  fast  at  the  bank  below  Cal¬ 
houn’s  plantation. 

April  2f. — Red  River,  near  the  Falls.  At  7:05  a.  m.  heard  heavy 
firing  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria. 

April  26. — At  6  a.  m.  we  got  underway  and  started  up  river.  At 
6:40  stopped  at  Meade’s  plantation  and  sent  Mr.  Miller  and  a  partv 
of  men  for  water.  At  10:15  a  contraband  reported  some  rebels  on 
the  bank,  and  we  fired  several  guns  in  that  direction.  At  10:30  the 
rebels  fired  musketry  at  us;  we  gave  them  several  shots  from  our  8 
and  9  inch  guns.  Ammunition  expended :  One  100-pounder  Parrott 
shell,  5  IX-inch,  9  VHI-inch,  4  12-pounder;  total,  19. 

April  27. — At  5  p.  m.  we  came  in  sight  of  the  fleet  lying  above  the 
Falls. 

May  lf.-^ At  12:30  p.  m.  the  captain  returned;  we  got  underway. 
At  1:30  p.  m.  the  rebels  fired  on  our  transports,  and  the  gunboats 
shelled  the  woods.  At  2  p.  m.  we  tied  up  to  the  bank  and  the  captain 
■went  on  shore.  At  3  the  admiral  came  down  and  the  captain, 
Mitchell,  went  aboard  the  flagship;  returned  at  3:30.  At  6:15  p.  m. 
the  captain  left  the  ship  in  the  second  cutter  to  see  if  the  river  was 
clear  of  torpedoes. 

May  15. — At  9  a.  m.  Captain  Mitchell  went  ashore  to  consult  with 
the  Armv  officers.  At  10  he  returned  and  we  cast  loose  and  dropped 
down  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  At  11  the  Neosho  passed  down, 
shelling  the  woods.  At  11:20  we  got  underway  and  shelled  the 
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woods  as  we  went  for  about  twenty  minutes.  At  12,  midnight,  we 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  found  gunboats  Mound  City , 
Pittsburg ,  Avenger ,  and  two  tinclads  and  steamers  Laurel  Hill  and 
Mittie  Stevens  there.  Captain  Mitchell  left  the  vessel,  taking  Mr. 
Wiggins,  pilot  of  the  Laurel  Hill,  to  his  boat. 


Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Joseph  P.  Couthouy ,  commanding ,  March  7  to  June  8 ,  186 

March  7,  1861h — Off  Red  River.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made 
general  signals.  The  several  vessels  of  the  fleet  landed  armed  boats’ 
crews  near  the  flagship.  At  4  p.  m.  they  returned  to  their  respective 
vessels. 

March  IS. — Off  Simmesport,  La.  From  4  to  8  a,  m. :  Troops  dis¬ 
embarking  from  transports.  At  4:15  p.  m.  got  underway  and  the 
fleet  stood  up  the  river  in  the  following  order:  Pittsburg ,  Chillicothe , 
Carondelet ,  Mound  City ,  Benton ,  and  Louisville ;  the  flagship  and 
the  Ouachita  remaining  in  the  rear  with  the  transports.  At  5:25 
p.  m.  entered  Old  River.  At  7:45  tied  up  to  the  left  bank  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  fleet. 

March  If. — Meridian  to  4  p.  m.,  underway,  steaming  up  Red  River. 
At  6 : 10  p.  m.  tied  up  to  the  left  bank. 

March  15. — At  1:45  a.  m.  tug  came  alongside  with  an  order  from 
the  admiral  to  the  commanding  officer.  At  2:20  a.  m.  got  underway 
and  steamed  up  river  in  company  with  some  other  vessels  of  the  fleet. 
At  3:30  a.  m.  came  up  with  the  first  division  of  the  fleet  tied  up  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Exchanged  distinguishing  pennants. 
At  4  a.  m.  tied  up  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  astern  of  the  Price. 
At  4:15  a.  m.  cast  loose  from  the  bank  and  steamed  up  river  to  the 
blockade  and  tied  up  to  the  right  bank.  At  5:20  cast  loose  and 
steamed  up  river,  the  Price  towing  us  past  the  blockade.  At  6:45 
tug  came  up  and  gave  us  an  order  from  the  admiral  to  tie  up  and  let 
the  transports  pass.  At  9:40  a.  m.  received  orders  from  the  admiral 
to  proceed  up  to  Alexandria  without  delay.  Stood  up  river.  At  10 
passed  Fort  De  Russy,  which  was  occupied  by  our  army. 

March  16. — Off  Alexandria,  La.  At  8:30  a.  m.  Eastport  showed 
general  signal.  Sent  20  armed  men  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  A. 
Hannon  on  board  of  the  Eastport.  The  commander  went  ashore  in 
charge  of  armed  party.  At  4:30  p.  m,  expedition  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  IT.  A.  Hannon  returned  to  vessel  and  commander  returned 
on  board. 

March  21. — At  9:35  a.  m.  flagship  signaled  us.  Called  away  40 
armed  men  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  A.  Calvert  and  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  C.  S.  Welles,  with  orders  to  land  abreast  of  the  East- 
port.  At  10  the  commander  left  the  vessel  to  take  command  of  the 
armed  party.  At  5:15  p.  m.  cutter  came  alongside  with  armed 
expedition. 

March  23. — At  7 :15  p.  m.  tug  Dahlia  came  alongside  with  orders, 
and  Acting  Ensign  C.  A.  Calvert,  with  6  men  armed  with  cutlasses 
and  rifles,  were  mustered  and  left  the  ship  on  tug  Dahlia  to  do  picket 
duty  up  the  river. 

March  29. — From  8  to  meridian:  Vessel  underway,  ascending  the 
Falls.  After  two  hours’  endeavor,  succeeded  in  getting  over  and 
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stood  up  river.  At  8:15  a.  m.  made  6  horsemen  at  a  small  house  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river.  AVe  lay  to  and  sent  16  armed  men  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  A.  Calvert  to  ascertain  who  they  were. 
At  9 ;  35  the  boat  returned,  bringing  the  6  men,  and  also  1  musket, 
which  was  found  in  the  house.  The  men  were  searched,  and  failing 
to  find  anything  suspicious  about  their  persons,  permitted  them  to 
return  on  shore  in  charge  of  armed  boat.  Examined  house  and 
destroyed  small  flat.  At  11  boat  returned  and  vessel  again  stood  up 
river. 

April  3. — Off  Grand  Ecore,  La,  At  2:15  p.  m.  the  flagship  spoke 
us  and  requested  the  commanding  officer  to  come  on  board.  At  2:20 
the  commanding  officer  went  on  board  the  flagship.  At  2 : 30  returned 
on  board  and  ordered  steam  to  be  raised.  At  2:45  cast  loose  and 
stood  up  river  and  made  fast  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  astern  of 
the  Lexington.  At  5:30  we  got  underway  and  followed  the  Lexing¬ 
ton.  At  6  :40  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  was  burned  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river.  The  Lexington  fired  two  shots  in  order  to  drive  away 
the  cotton  burners.  At  7  p.  m.,  while  passing  the  burning  cotton, 
Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Couthouy  was  shot  and  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  by  a  guerrilla  concealed  behind  the  bank.  We  imme¬ 
diately  beat  to  quarters.  At  7:40  signaled  the  Neosho  to  communi¬ 
cate  and  requested  her  surgeon  to  come  on  board  and  see  our 
commander. 

April  J. — Underway,  Red  River,  La,  At  6:30  a.  m.  laid  to,  along¬ 
side  the  left  bank,  and  sent  a  small  boat  to  fish  up  torpedoes.  At 
8:10  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Couthouy,  who  was 
mortally  wounded  on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  expired.  At  9:20  beat 
to  quarters  in  consequence  of  our  cavalry  being-  attacked  by  the 
enemy  at  Campti,  La,  At  9:30  the  Fori  Hindman  opened  fire  upon 
them,  firing  three  shell;  we  instantly  followed  by  firing  a  5-second 
shell  from  our  howitzer.  Cast  loose  and  stood  up  river.  At  11  beat 
the  retreat.  At  3:30  p.  m.  sent  cutter  with  6  armed  men  to  destroy 
a  flatboat.  At  6 : 45  tied  up  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

April  5. — Underway,  Red  River,  La.  At  8 : 45  got  underway  and 
ran  alongside  the  Fort  Hindman  and  put  the  remains  of  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy  on  board  in  an  air-tight  coffin  and  then 
proceeded  on  up  the  river  in  rear  of  the  fleet.  At  9  we  took  on  board 
two  men,  who  said  they  belonged  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem  and  were 
taken  prisoners  at  Berwick  Bay,  September  7, 1863,  and  were  taken  to 
Shreveport,  from  which  place  they  escaped.  Sent  them  on  board  the 
Louisville. 

April  7. — Off  Campti,  La.  At  12 : 20  a.  m.  a  rifle  shot  was  fired  at 
us  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river  about  100  yards  below  the  town. 
Seeing  several  persons  moving  about  near  the  place  we  beat  to  gen¬ 
eral  quarters  and  fired  one  5-second  shrapnel  from  our  howitzer.  At 
6:10  a.  m.  made  the  Gazelle  coming  up  the  river.  At  6:15  a.  m. 
rounded  to  and  stood  down  the  river.  The  Gazelle  came  alongside 
and  Lieutenant-Commander  Watson  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  came  on 
board  and  assumed  command  of  this  vessel. 

April  10. — Red  River.  At  2:35  p.  m.  struck  a  snag  and  stuck. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Vessel  lying  fast  on  a  hidden  stump,  all  hands 
endeavoring  to  get  her  off,  all  efforts  being  without  success.  At 
5:15  transport  Black  Hawk  came  up  river;  hailed  for  assistance; 
she  came  alongside  and  gave  us  mail  and  dispatches,  took  our  heavy 
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hawser  and  pulled  us  off.  At  4:15  discovered  a  body  of  cavalry 
on  right  bank.  On  their  approaching  the  vessel  we  made  them  to 
be  United  States  troops.  Sent  an  officer  in  charge  of  men  on  shore 
to  request  the  commanding  officer  to  send  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  Smith  to  admiral.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  at  5:30  sent  the  dispatch.  Vessel  tied  up  for  the 
night. 

April  11. — Underway  down  Red  River.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  enemy 
opened  fire  on  the  transports  Black  Hawk  and  Benefit  with  mus¬ 
ketry,  which  was  immediately  replied  to  by  the  Cricket ,  Osage , 
Gazelle ,  and  tug  Dahlia.  At  6 : 05  shelled  the  woods  on  the  left 
bank,  expending  four  5-second  shell  from  starboard  gun. 

April  12. — Red  River.  At  5 : 30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us 
with  musketry,  to  which  we  replied  by  firing  5  5-seconcls  from 
howitzer  and  prepared  to  land  armed  boats.  At  6:10  a.  m.  sent  an 
armed  party  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  W.  Muir  and  H.  A. 
Hannon  and  Masters  Mates  H.  Shoemaker  and  C.  S.  Welles  to  drive 
off  the  enemy  and  burn  the  buildings.  A  brisk  skirmish  commenced, 
which  lasted  twenty  minutes.  At  7 : 15  armed  party  returned,  hav¬ 
ing  vanquished  the  enemy  and  destroyed  the  houses.  At  7 : 25  got 
underway  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  7:40  the  enemy  opened 
fire  on  transport  Black  Hawk ,  which  was  returned  by  her  and  the 
Osage.  At  7 : 50  an  officer  from  the  flagship  came  on  board  with 
dispatches  for  the  commanding  officer.  At  8:40  beat  to  general 
quarters.  At  8:50  shelled  the  woods,  expending  1  3-second  shrapnel 
and  1  5-second  shell.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Rounded  to  and 
came  to  anchor  and  shelled  the  woods  on  right  bank  of  the  river  at 
intervals  during  the  watch.  Expended  3  5-second  shrapnel,  4 
5-second  shell,  1  10-second  shell  from  great  gun,  5  2-second  shell, 
3  shrapnel  from  howitzer.  At  7:50  p.  m.  an  orderly  from  the 
admiral  came  to  the  bank  and  gave  orders  from  the  admiral  to  pro¬ 
ceed  down  river.  At  8:40  ran  aground  near  right  bank  of  river; 
made  several  attempts  to  get  off,  but  failed.  Called  assistance  of 
transports  Sioux  City  and  Sou’wester,  but  they  being  too  long  could 
not  render  any.  At  9  sent  boat  to  the  flagship  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  11.  A.  Hannon  to  report  our  condition  to  the  admiral.  At 
10: 10,  while  the  Sioux  City  and  Sou’wester  were  passing  the  bluffs 
off  our  starboard  bow,  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  them 
with  musketry,  which  was  returned  by  the  boats.  We  went  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  shelled  the  bluffs.  At  11  the  Gazelle  passed  down,  shellino- 
the  enemy.  At  11 : 10  the  Fort  Hind-man  passed  down,  shelling  the 
woods. 

April  13.  Vessel  hard  aground.  The  Fort  Hindman,  in  bend 
below,  shelling  the  woods.  At  1:30  a.  m.  the  Fort  Hindman  came 
up  river.  We  sent  a  heavy  hawser,  and  after  several  attempts  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  us  off.  At  8 : 20  a.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  shelled 
the  woods  at  intervals,  expending  4  5-second  and  1  10-second  shell  and 
1  stand  of  grape  from  great  guns.  At  1 : 10  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened 
nre  on  our  transports  with  field  artillery.  Owing  to  a  blockade  in  the 
river,  caused  by  our  transports  grounding,  we  were  unable  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  their  assistance.  At  2  p.  m.  dragged  our  stern  anchor  and 
grounded  on  logs.  After  several  attempts  to  get  off  we  called  the 
brown  to  our  assistance.  She  took  our  11-inch  hawser  and  succeeded 
in  pulling  us  off ;  in  so  doing,  she  carried  away  our  cathead  and  port 
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bitts,  pulled  us  against  the  Universe ,  which  carried  away  port  gang¬ 
way  and  one  davit.  At  3:15  got  underway  and  stood  down.  At 
3 : 30  made  the  Osage ,  in  tow  ot  the  transport  Black  Hawk ,  coming 
down.  At  3:55  the  Brown  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  concealed  be¬ 
hind  the  bluff,  to  which  they  at  once  replied,  striking  the  Brown's 
steam  drum,  which  completely  disabled  her.  We  immediately  went 
to  general  quarters.  At  4:05  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  posi¬ 
tion  and  on  woods  near  by.  The  Brown  came  alongside  in  a  disabled 
condition.  Received  her  crew  on  board  and  took  her  in  tow  and 
proceeded  down  the  river.  At  4:45  made  the  Sioux  City  lying  to, 
having  broken  her  rudder.  She  asked  assistance  and  took  the 
Brown  in  tow  to  use  her  rudders  to  steer  by.  Steaming  down  the 
river.  At  6 : 25  came  to  anchor.  At  8 :  50  sent  a  boat  ashore  and 
brought  off  General  A.  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army ;  at  10 : 20  sent  him 
ashore.  At  11  a  portion  of  Campti  was  destroyed  by  fire.  A  body 
of  our  troops  passed  up  on  the  left  bank  of  river. 

April  18. — At  12:50  p.  m.  made  the  Louisville  hard  aground  off 
Harper’s  plantation,  with  steamer  Benef.1  alongside.  At  2:40  trans¬ 
port  White  Cloud  passed  down ;  when  a  short  distance  ahead  she  was 
fired  upon  by  guerrillas.  We  immediately  went  to  quarters,  with¬ 
drew  20-second  shell  and  shelled  the  woods,  expending  3  3-second 
shrapnel  from  each  gun  and  2  1-second  shrapnel  from  howitzer. 

May  9. — -Above  the  Falls,  Alexandria,  La.  At  9  p.  m.  an  officer 
arrived  with  dispatches  from  the  admiral.  At  9:10  orders  sent  for 
all  commanding  officers  to  come  aboard. 

May  10. — At  5 : 15  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  dropped  downstream, 
stern  first.  In  passing  over  the  Falls  got  aground  on  the  rocks;  all 
hands  engaged  in  getting  ship  off.  At  12  meridian  succeeded  in 
getting  over  the  Falls.  At  12  :  30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  above  the  dam. 

May  13. — At  9  :  55  a.  m.  an  orderly  came  from  Admiral  Porter  with 
dispatches  to  go  over  the  dam.  At  10:10  the  Louisville  passed  over 
the  dam  successfully.  At  10 :  20  we  were  hailed  by  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Selfridge  and  requested  to  fire  a  shell  over  the  point  immedi¬ 
ately.  Went  to  general  quarters  and  fired  1  5-second  shell,  followed 
by  one  from  the  Ozark.  At  10 : 25  cast  loose  and  steamed  up  river 
above  the  Ozark  and  tied  up  to  the  bank.  At  10 : 40  the  Ozark  cast 
loose  and  steamed  over  the  dam,  followed  by  the  tug  Ivy.  At  11:20 
cast  loose  and  fired  1  5-second  shell  and  passed  safely  over  the  dam 
and  tied  up  to  the  right  bank. 

May  14 . — At  1  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
At  2:05  a  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  into  us  from  the  left  bank. 
At  2 : 10  commenced  to  shell  the  woods  with  howitzer. 

June  8. — Off  Fort  Adams.  At  5:30  a.  m.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ramsay  came  on  board  and  took  command;  cast  loose  from  coal 
barge  and  shortly  after  made  the  Fort  Hindman;  exchanged  dis¬ 
tinguishing  pennants  with  her.  We  proceeded  up  Red  River,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Neosho  and  Fort  Hindman.  At  8  beat  to  general 
quarters.  At  8:05  stood  down  Atchafalaya  River.  At  9  discovered 
a  body  of  troops  encamped  near  Simmesport,  and  at  9:15  a  rebel 
battery  of  two  guns  opened  upon  us.  We  immediately  returned  the 
fire  and  the  guns  of  the  Neosho  and  Fort  Hindman  followed.  We 
kept  advancing  upon  the  enemy,  firing  shrapnel  into  the  enemy’s 
works,  and  in  fifty  minutes  the  battery,  composed  of  2  30-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  was  silenced  and  we  steamed  abreast  and  laid  to  under 
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the  works  and  called  the  first  division  to  man  armed  boats  and  land 
and  bring  the  guns  off ;  but  the  Neosho's  men  being  ordered  back,  our 
men  were  ordered  back  to  their  quarters.  At  10 :  25  the  Neosho  sent  a 
party  on  shore  with  a  line,  which  was  made  fast  to  one  of  the  guns, 
and  dragged  over  the  breastworks  and  down  the  bank.  The  Neosho 
then  cast  off  and  stood  up  the  river  to  make  way  for  the  Fort  Hind¬ 
man,  who  took  on  board  one  gun ;  the  other  was  found  to  be  burst  and 
was  left.  At  10 : 40  a  deserter  from  the  Crescent  Artillery,  from  the 
enemy’s  works,  came  on  board.  At  12  we  ceased  firing  having  ex¬ 
pended  42  5-second  shrapnel,  8  10-second  shrapnel,  14  5-second  shell, 
and  5  canister  shot  from  our  Xl-inch  guns.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  taking 
on  ordnance.  At  8 : 15  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cricket ,  Acting  Master  Henry  H.  Gor- 
ringe ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding ,  March  1  to  May  7, 186 A 


March  1 ,  1861f — At  4  a.  m.  flagship  signaled  to  get  underway. 
Weighed  anchor  and  started  up  the  river.  Took  position  in  line 
astern  of  the  Ouachita.  At  4:30  p.  m.  Avere  fired  into  by  a  company 
of  rebel  sharpshooters  from,  the  shore;  returned  the  fire  with  port 
battery.  At  6:30  commenced  shelling  the  woods  below  Trinity.  At 
7  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  fleet  with  a  battery  of  3  guns  and 
musketry.  The  fire  was  returned  briskly  by  the  boats  and  soon 
silenced  the  battery.  At  7 : 30  passed  Trinity.  Expended  12  shrapnel, 
5  canister. 


M arch  2. — At  4:50  a.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  get  underway. 
At  4:55  got  underway  and  started  up  Ouachita  River.  At  9:10 
rebel  battery  of  4  guns  on  right  bank  of  the  river  opened  fire  on  the 
fleet.  A  heavy  fire  from  sharpshooters  along  the  levee  was  also  con¬ 
centrated  upon  the  fleet,  which  replied  briskly  and  with  good  effect. 
At  10  the  Fort  Hindman  (flagship)  wore  around  and  dropped  out 
of  range,  her  starboard  engine  being  disabled.  Commander  Ramsay 
u  -referred  his  flag  to  the  Ouachita.  At  11  succeeded  in  silencing 
tne  lytery  and  proceeded  on  toward  Harrisonburg  under  a  heavy 
?,re  ^  nflemen  posted  along  the  bank,  the  fleet  replying  briskly  to 
-T’  iAt  12:30  P-  drived  off  the  town,  finding  it  and  the 
unnnisned  earthworks  deserted  by  all  excepting  the  sharpshooters, 

t0  ann°y  us-  After  shellin§'  the  town,  the  fleet  pro- 
rivpr  •  °  feI<2lly  Island’  when  it  rounded  to  and  returned  down  the 

TTo  i  inisATe^el  passed  the  town  and  proceeded  on  to  the  Fort 
tf,  P*  m’  the  steamers  Ouachita ,  Osage ,  and  Lexington 
rr  ed  off  the  toAvn,  ancl  after  shelling  it  and  the  surrounding  woods 
A  r(^troin  the  (Ouachita  was  sent  ashore  to  burn  it.  At  3:20  the 
o-nt  repaired  engine  temporarily,  the  fleet  again 

fL-  T •  y  and  Parted  down  the  river,  this  vessel  having  the  Fort 
HnMman  m  tow.  A.t  6:30  came  to  anchor  3  miles  above  Trinity 

not  sfa£*c ^k'by  artille^iCh  ^  battery  W"S  6ngaged’ 500  yards*  Vessel 

i  3'  At  8:30  a.  m.  Arrived  at  Trinity,  La.;  laid  off  the  flao-- 

AtP9A5d  fTi  °ri(-TSi  t0T  >ynn  inshore  and  assist  in  raising  guns. 
At  9 . 55  started  up  Little  R  n  ,er ,  to  reconnoiter.  At  10  openec?  fire 

and^eHl-6  011  Iq?11  hank  of  ri  ver.  Ran  down  a  pontoon  bridge 
and  set  it  on  fire.  Steamed  down  tiV  river  and  anchored. 
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March  1^. — Opposite  Trinity.  Fleet  weighed  anchor  and  started 
down  the  river.  At  7 : 10  a.  m.  passed  the  Ouachita.  At  7 : 40  beat  to 
quarters  for  action;  fired  3  shrapnel.  At  9:30  landed  a  squad  of 
men,  went,  ashore  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  II.  Read;  10:10 
expedition  returned. 

March  Ilf..- — At  6:30  a.  m.  the  Eastport  blew  one  long  whistle. 
Fleet  cast  loose  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  8 : 30  went  to  general 
quarters.  At  9  came  to  a  bridge  acroas  the  river  covered  by  rifle  pits, 
which  the  enemy  had  evacuated ;  commenced  clearing  it  away. 

March  15. — 4  to  6  p.  m.  Underway  up  Red  River. 

March  16. — At  5:45  a.  m.  called  all  hands,  up  all  hammocks, 
weighed  anchor  and  started  down  the  river.  At  6:30  met  the  flag¬ 
ship;  rounded  to  and  followed  her  up  the  river.  At  5:30  p.  m.  the 
F ort  Hindman  passed  down  loaded  with  rebel  prisoners.  At  8:50 
started  down  the  river.  At  11 : 05  passed  mouth  of  Black  River. 

March  28. — At  6 :20  p.  m.  passed  the  U.  S.  hospital  boat  Woodford 
sunk  near  the  Falls. 

April  2. — At  9  a.  m.  the  admiral  transferred  his  flag  to  this  vessel. 
The  admiral  and  Captain  Smith  came  on  board.  At  9 : 20  let  go  lines 
and  steamed  up  the  river. 

April  3.— At  10  a.  m.  general  muster  for  divine  service.  At  11:50 
landed  at  Grand  Ecore,  La.  At  1  p.  m.  fired  one  shell  from  the  100- 
pounder  Parrott  gun. 

April  10. — At  9 : 20  a.  m.  signaled  the  fleet  to  get  underway.  10 : 30 
fired  3  shots  from  battery  forward.  At  1:30  p.  m.  fired  one  shell 
from  pivot  gun ;  2,  fired  forward  starboard  bow  gun.  Carpenters 
employed  rigging  platform  for  gun  on  hurricane  deck. 

April  11. — 12  to  4  a.  m.  all  hands  employed  moving  gun  to  hurri¬ 
cane  deck.  At  6  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At 
9 : 10  steamer  Colonel  Cowles  fired  into  from  shore.  Fired  2  shrapnel. 
At  10  steamer  Benefit  came  alongside  and  took  gun  barge  in  tow; 
cast  loose  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  10:45  general  quarters; 
fired  1  shrapnel.  At  12  fired  4  shrapnel.  At  3:30  got  underway 
down  the  river.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Osage  was  fired  into;  we  opened  fire; 
expended  8  shrapnel. 

April  12. — At  8  a.  m.  cast  loose  and  started  down  the  river  a  short 
distance  and  shelled  the  woods.  Expended  25  shrapnel,  8  canister. 
At  10:45  p.  m.  expended  2  shrapnel.  Continued  down  the  river.  At 
1:55  p.  m.  heavy  firing  below.  At  11:10  transport  Rob  Roy  came  to 
astern  of  us  anct  commenced  shelling  the  woods. 

April  13. — At  6:30  a.  m.  took  barge  in  tow  from  the  Benefit ,  then 
proceeded  down  the  river.  At  7:35  came  in  sight  of  the  Chillicotlie. 
At  7 : 45  fired  into  by  rebel  cavalry.  Fired  3  shrapnel  1  canister,  then 
proceeded  down,  the  Chillicothe  ahead.  8  to  12  (m.),  firing  occa¬ 
sional  shots  at  rebel  sharpshooters.  Ammunition  expended,  20  shrap¬ 
nel,  1  canister. 

April  18. — At  10:25  a.  m.  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  Falls  and 
made  fast  astern  of  the  transport  Champion.  At  11  cast  lines  off 
and  started  up  the  river. 

April  26. — 8  to  12  meridian:  Weighed  anchor  and  made  fast  to  the 
bank.  Commenced  making  preparations  to  blow  the  Eastport  up. 
At  10:30  a.  m.  the  rebels  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  board  us,  but  did  not  succeed.  We  opened  on  them  with 
shrapnel  and  canister.  At  2 : 10  p.  m.  blew  up  the  U.  S.  S.  Eastport. 
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Admiral  returned  aboard  the  vessel.  Cast  loose  and  steamed  down 
the  river.  At  5 : 15  p.  m.  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Cane  River,  where 
we  came  in  sight  of  rebel  artillery,  ojoened  fire  on  them,  which  they 
answered  with  18  pieces  of  cannon  (12  and  24  pounders)  and  300 
sharpshooters.  We  then  ran  past  the  battery  and  were  struck  38 
times  with  cannon  while  doing  so,  killing  8  and  wounding  7  seri¬ 
ously.  We  disabled  one  of  their  pieces,  and  information  has  since 
been  received  from  a  captured  prisoner  who  was  there  that  we  in¬ 
flicted  heavy  damages  in  killed  and  wounded  among  the  sharp¬ 
shooters,  as  nearly  all  of  our  shrapnel  burst  in  their  midst.  The 
transports  Champion  No.  3  and  No.  5  being  disabled,  the  gunboats 
Fort  Hindman  and  Juliet  had  to  go  above  the  battery,  out  of  range, 
with  them. 

May  6.  -At  6:30  a.  m.  General  Banks  came  aboard;  at  6:45  left 
the  vessel.  The  following  men  reported  on  board  from  the  Coving¬ 
ton  ( Covington  destroyed  by  the  enemy  30  miles  below  Alexandria), 
viz:  Dennis  Lawler,  Berry  De  Casey,  W.  W.  Cole,  P.  Hanley,  J. 
Hamilton,  C.  Swartz,  Charles  Harris,  Ellwood  Kay,  and  Maderon 
Brier.  8  to  12  a.  m. :  The  following  men  reported  on  board,  being 
transferred  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy,  viz:  Henry  M.  Wilder, 
Richard  M.  Bently,  Joel  D.  Boice,  Thomas  Archibald,  Peter  W. 
Hagerman,  Charles  Wood,  James  Binney,  William  O.  Conner,  John 
Griffin,  James  Fahey,  Henry  Clarck,  John  Agan,  Henry  Brown,  and 
Hugh  McSween.  George  McCarty,  wounded  sailor  from  the  Cov¬ 
ington,  brought  on  board.  11:45  Joseph  B.  Fox,  surgeon’s  steward 
from  Covington ,  came  on  board.  At  1:30  p.  mi.  mustered  all  hands 
on  the  boiler  deck  and  divided  them  off  in  guns’  crews.  Robert  Mil¬ 
ler,  C.  M.,  from  the  Covington ,  came  on  board.  At  2:30  the  St. 
Clair  came  up  river  and  made  fast  below  us.  Commander  came  on 
board.  At  3 : 15  Surgeon  E.  Gavaret  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
S.  Lyon,  from  the  Covington ,  came  on  board.  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Received 
on  board  Charles  Cobbs  and  William  McNiff,  transferred  from  the 
Army.  6  to  8  p.  m. :  The  following  men  were  transferred  from  the 
Covington  to  the  Cricket ,  viz:  Charles  Moran,  boatswain’s  mate; 
Pat  Hanley,  J.  Hamilton,  W.  W.  Cole,  Charles  Swartz,  Abe  Bul- 
some,  Baromer  La  Cross,  Dennis  Lawler,  Ellwood  Kay,  and  Michael 
Mullin.  At  6:40  John  Palmer  and  C.  Fielding,  of  the  Covington , 
came  on  board. 

May  7. — At  6 : 45  a.  m.  two  contrabands,  William  Melvine  and  Madi¬ 
son  Burr,  from  the  Covington ,  came  on  board.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. : 
13  men  from  the  Army  reported  on  board  [names  omitted].  Sent  15 
men  to  the  Pittsburg,  6  men  to  the  Ozark ,  and  21  to  the  Chillicothe 
for  general  distribution. 

May  llh — At  9:10  a.  m.,  made  fast  to  the  bank.  General  Banks 
came  on  board  and  at  9 : 30  left  the  vessel.  Let  go  the  lines  and 
proceeded  down  the  river.  9:  35  the  Louisville  hove  in  sight  and 
followed  us  down.  At  10:10  all  hands  at  quarters;  engaged  rebel 
sharpshooters.  Expended  7  shrapnel,  3  canister,  and  1  shell.  At  1 
p.  m.  General  Smith  came  on  board;  left  at  1:15.  At  5:45  General 
Emory  came  on  board.  6  to  8  p.  m.,  lying  at  bank  25  miles  above 
Fort  De  Russy. 

May  15. — Below  Pearce’s  Landing.  At  10:30  a.  m.  the  fleet  got 
underway  and  stood  down.  Passed  the  following  wrecks  U.  S/S. 
Covington ,  U.  S.  S.  Signal ,  the  John  Warner ,  and  City  Belle.  11 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


783 


a.  m.  opened  fire  on  guerrillas  10  miles  above  Fort  He  Russy.  1 :  50  p.  m. 
beat  the  retreat.  At  3 : 15  p.  m.  let  go  lines  and  proceeded  down¬ 
stream.  At  3:35  passed  the  Mound  City.  Met  Argosy  coming  up 
with  dispatches.  An  officer  brought  them  on  board.  6  to  8  p.  m. : 
Underway  downstream.  At  7 : 10  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Black 
River.  10:30  entered  the  Old  River.  11:45  p.  m.  entered  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  12  midnight  made  fast  to  U.  S.  S.  Block  Hawk.  Rear- 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  transferred  his  flag  from  this  vessel  to  the 
FT.  S.  S.  Black  Haivk. 

May 16. — At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  upstream.  Laid 
alongside  of  the  FT.  S.  N.  H.  Red  Rover.  Sent  the  following  sick  on 
board  :  George  McCarty,  quartermaster ;  A.  Coates,  Henry  Brown,  and 
A  .  McNeil.  At  11 :15  cast  loose  from  the  Red  Rover  and  proceeded 
upstream.  At  11:25  sent  the  prisoners  we  received  at  Alexandria 
aboard  the  tug  Ivy.  7 :30  p.  m.  fired  at  by  guerrillas  at  Ellis  Cliffs; 
fired  3  shrapnel  in  return;  we  received  no  damage.  At  10:30  p.  m. 
arrived  at  Natchez. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Hindman ,  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  John  Pearce ,  commanding ,  March  1  to  June  S ,  186V 

« 

March  1,  186V— At  anchor  in  Red  River.  At  4: 15  a.  m.  got  un¬ 
derway  and  proceeded  up  Red  River.  At  7:10  a.  m.  the  ships  of 
the  expedition  entered  Black  River.  At  4:20  p.  m.  rebel  sharp¬ 
shooters  opened  fire  on  us  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river;  we  re¬ 
turned  the  fire  with  great  guns  and  drove  them  away.  At  5 : 15  p.  m. 
the  Osage  signaled  us  and  we  were  again  fired  into  by  sharpshooters. 
Osage  shelled  them  out.  At  5:40  p.  m.  we  were  fired  upon  from  a 
rebel  battery  at  Trinity,  La.;  fire  returned  by  all  the  ships  of  the 
expedition  and  the  battery  silenced.  At  5 :  45  p.  m.  the  refugee  we  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Cricket  placed  in  irons  for  using  disloyal  language. 
At  6:50  p.  m.  the  expedition  entered  Ouachita  River.  Expended 
27  rounds  of  ammunition,  25  5-second  shell,  and  2  rounds  of  canister. 

March  2. — 4  to  6  a.  m. :  At  anchor  near  Trinity,  La.  Fog  clearing 
away.  At  6:15  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  Ouachita  River, 
the  ships  of  the  expedition  steaming  in  the  order  of  yesterday.  At 
8  a.  m.  the  Osage  hailed  us,  stating  that  her  turret  was  disabled. 
Captain  Ramsay  went  on  board  of  her.  At  8:20  Captain  Ramsay 
returned  and  the  expedition  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  same 
order  as  before.  At  9:15  a.  m.  landed  at  the  bank  and  took  on  board 
two  horses  left  by  two  rebel  pickets.  At  10  came  in  sight  of  Har¬ 
risonburg.  Rebel  sharpshooters  fired  into  us  and  immediately 
thereafter  opened  on  us  with  a  battery  of  fieldpieces.  We  returned 
the  fire,  as  did  the  other  vessels  of  the  expedition.  At  10:  30  a.  m. 
the  order  was  given  to  pass  the  battery,  when  a  shot  struck  our  star¬ 
board  engine,  disabling  it.  At  11  Commander  Ramsay  removed  his 
flag  to  the  Ouachita ,  Ensign  Beaman  and  the  gig’s  crew  from  the 
Choctaw  accompanying  him.  We  dropped  back  out  of  range  and 
tied  up  to  the  bank,  using  our  stern  guns  when  opportunity  offered. 
Number  of  shots  received,  27,  carrying  away  6  pikes  and  1  musket. 
We  fired  43  rounds,  41  of  5-second  shell,  2  stands  of  grape. 
Wounded,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  Girt;  McNeil 
Rayburn,  seaman,  mortally;  William  Huston,  boatswain’s  mate, 
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seriously;  Patrick  Conroy,  quartermaster,  seriously,  and  6  others 
slightly.  From  2  to  4  p.  m. :  The  other  vessels  of  the  expedition 
proceeded  up  the  river,  firing  occasionally.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  Con¬ 
estoga  came  down  and  rounded  to  below  us  and  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river  again.  At  2:35  p.  m.  the  Cricket  came  down 
and  rounded  to.  At  2:40  the  Osage  came  down  and  made  fast  to 
the  bank.  At  3:10  the  Osage  and  Cricket  stood  up  river  again. 
Constant  firing  up  the  river.  At  3:25  the  ships  of  the  expedition 
came  down.  The  Conestoga  rounded  to  astern  of  us  and  sent  Act¬ 
ing  Third  Assistant  Engineer  O’Neil  to  repair  our  disabled  engine. 

At  4:25  cast  off  from  the  bank  and  stood  downstream  on  one 
wheel,  the  Conestoga  leading.  At  5:30  the  Cricket  came  alongside 
and  took  us  in  tow.  We  proceeded  down  the  river  in  the  following 
order:  Osage ,  Ouachita ,  Fort  Hindman  and  Cricket  (lashed  to¬ 
gether),  Lexington ,  and  Conestoga.  At  7  p.  m.  the  expedition  came 
to  5  miles  above  Trinity,  La.  At  7  p.  m.  McNeil  Rayburn,  seaman, 
died  from  wounds  received  during  the  engagement  of  the  morning. 

March  3. — 12  to  4  a.  m. ;  At  anchor  in  the  Ouachita  River.  At 
8:05  a.  m.  the  expedition  got  underway  and  stood  down  river.  At 
8 : 30  the  Conestoga  commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  9  received 
orders  to  take  on  board  some  great  guns  which  the  rebels  had  aban¬ 
doned  and  thrown  into  the  river  below  Trinity,  La.  At  9:20  we 
landed  and  rigged  a  purchase  to  raise  them.  At  12  m.  we  had  raised 
and  taken  on  board  3  long  32-pounder  guns.  At  7:55  p.  m.  dis¬ 
covered  a  fire  raft  coming  down  Little  River,  the  Osage  fired  2  shots 
at  it. 

March  12  — At  8.30  a.  m.  flagship  signaled.  Fleet  weighed  an¬ 
chor  and  stood  up  Red  River,  the  Fort  Hindman  leading. 

March  IF — At  9  a.  m.  [Red  River]  came  in  sight  of  a  raft  con¬ 
structed  partially  across  the  river  and  earthworks  thrown  up  on  the 
bank.  Received  orders  from  Commander  Phelps  to  engage  the  sup¬ 
posed  battery.  Opened  fire  from  our  bow  battery,  throwing  shrap¬ 
nel,  10  rounds;  received  no  reply.  At  9:15  the  Eastport  signaled 
and  we  proceeded  up  the  river  and  commenced  removing  the  ob¬ 
structions.  At  11 : 30  we  dropped  back  and  tied  up  to  the  bank.  The 
Eastport  went  up  to  the  raft  and  commenced  to  remove  the  same. 
At  4:30  p.  m.  the  Eastport  passed  over  the  raft.  At  4:45  p.  m.  the 
Eastport  landed  and  communicated  with  a  squad  of  Federal  cavalry. 
At  7  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  Fort  De  Russy,  and  ran  alongside  the 
bank.  The  Eastport  fired  two  guns.  At  7 : 20  signal  to  advance.  At 
8  p.  m.  landed  at  Fort  De  Russy.  8  to  12  midnight  :  Proceeded  up 
the  river,  accompanied  by  the  Cricket.  At  9:30  fired  2  guns.  At 
11  fired  2  guns  with  blank  cartridges  and  came  to  about  15  miles 
above  Fort  De  Russy. 

March  15. — At  anchor  15  miles  above  Fort  De  Russy.  At  7  a.  m. 
sent  out  a  boat  and  brought  off  a  wounded  soldier.  At  9:30  sent  an 
armed  boat’s  crew  ashore  in  charge  of  executive  officer  and  seized  2 
rebel  army  wagons,  1  musket,  a  quantity  of  clothing,  tents,  etc.  At 
10  the  armed  boat’s  crew  returned  to  the  ship,  having  thrown  the 
wagons  into  the  river.  At  10 : 30  the  Ouachita  and  Lexington  passed 
up  and  gave  us  orders  to  follow.  Got  underway  and  steamed  up  the 
river.  At  G:30  p.  m.  passed  a  burning  steamer  below  Alexandria, 
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La.  Anchored  at  Alexandria ;  a  small  number  of  musket  shots  fired 
at  t/8  fr?n"  theTtT°^n-  At  8 : 30  P-  m-  Proceeded  down  the  river. 

ofF  InVUn(e^ay  down  Red  River-  At  11;30  a.  m.  landed 
at  .  olt  He  Lossy.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Received  on  board  328  rebel 
officers,  and  privates  to  be  transported  to  Baton  Rouge. 
TA-Att  •?’  ^  cast  od  from  bank  and  proceeded  down  the  river, 
r  inJ  United  States  soldiers  and  5  officers  accompanied  the  prisoners 
as  guard.  1 


March  h.  At  12:30  a.  m.  made  our  night  number.  At  12 ‘45 
came  into  the  Mississippi  River.  At  1 : 15  hauled  down  our  number 
ofl  Hog  Bomt,  having  received  no  answer  from  the  vessels  off  the 
mouth  of  Red  River.  At  2 : 15  made  the  foot  of  Tunica  Island,  ex¬ 
changed  numbers  with  the  Signal ,  and  shortly  afterwards  received  a 
shot  across  our  bow  from  General  Bragg ,  who  followed  us  from  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  which  was  soon  followed  by  another  shot.  We 
rounded  to  and  communicated  with  the  Bragg.  He  informed  us 
that  he  had  not  seen  oilr  lights  when  coming  out  of  Red  River.  At 
8.15  a.  m.  arrived  off  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  landed.  Delivered  our 
prisoners  over  to  the  military  authorities.  At  5  p.  m.  received  on 
board  a  quantity  of  ordnance  destined  for  the  army  at  Alexandria, 
La.  At  7:15  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  river,  having  on 
board  company  of  United  States  soldiers  and  officers,  who  came 
down  as  guard  over  the  prisoners. 

March  18. — At  10.30  a.  m.  came  up  with  the  transport  Belvidere , 
loaded  with  troops,  and  hard  aground.  Steamer  Laurel  Hill  trying 
to  get  her  afloat.  Ran  alongside  to  render  assistance.  At  12:20 
got  the  Belvidere  afloat  and  stood  upstream. 

March  19. — At  9  p.  m.  arrived  off  Alexandria,  landed,  and  re¬ 
ported  to  the  rear-admiral. 

April  3. — At  anchor  in  Red  River.  At  12 :  20  p.  m.  the  tug  Dahlia 
came  down  with  orders  to  have  our  starboard  battery  ready  for 
action;  rumor  of  a  movement  of  guerrillas  down  river.  At  2:  25 
p.  m.  steamer  Brown  came  alongside  with  2  rebel  prisoners,  taken  a 
short  distance  down  river.  At  4:45  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood 
up  river;  took  our  position  astern  of  the  Lexington.  Lexington  in 
the  lead,  Neosho  and  Chillicothe  following.  Discovered  a  large 
quantity  of  cotton  burning.  At  9:30  p.  m.  ran  on  a  bar,  and  in 
backing  off,  the  wind  blew  our  stem  into  the  bank,  unshipped  our 
starboard  rudder,  and  breaking  our  tiller. 

April  A — At  3 :  30  a,  m.  finished  working  at  our  tiller ;  shipped 
our  rudder.  At  5  proceeded  up  river.  At  5 : 45  came  up  with  the 
fleet  and  took  our  position  in  line.  Senior  officer  made  signals; 
armed  boats’  crews  were  called  away.  Mr.  Lee,  in  charge  of  first 
cutter,  left  the  ship.  All  the  first  cutters  of  the  ships  were  called 
away  and  employed  in  dragging  for  torpedoes.  At  8:20  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry  came  up  and  dashed  into  the  town  of  Campti  and 
were  repulsed  by  the  enemy.  The  armed  boats’  crews  returned  to 
their  respective  vessels.  At  8 :  30  stood  upstream,  shelling  the  town, 
expending  five  shells.  At  8:35  the  Lexington  passed  us,  throwing  a 
number  of  shell  into  the  town.  At  9  a.  m.  reinforcements  of  in¬ 
fantry  came  up  and  joined  our  troops,  charged  on  the  enemy,  and 
put  them  to  flight.  Heard  continuous  firing  of  musketry.  At  10 
firing  ceased.  At  10 :  25  fleet  tied  up  to  the  bank.  Lexington  sig- 
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naled;  sent  out  armed  boats  to  grapple.  At  11:10  boats  returned, 
fleet  underway,  stood  upstream. 

April  8. — At  anchor  off  Campti.  At  3:40  p.  m.  and  4:30  p.  m. 
fired  shell  at  5  rebel  cavalry. 

April  10. — Lying  alongside  the  bank  in  Red  River.  At  10:30 
a.  m.  fired  one  5-second  shell  at  5  rebel  cavalry.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  fired 
on  by  guerrillas.  At  2 : 45  p.  m.  fired  a  5-second  shell.  At  3  p.  m. 
passed  the  mouth  of  Loggy  Bayou  and  came  in  sight  of  steamer  N ew 
Falls  City  [Confederate]  sunk  and  lying  across  the  river.  At  3 : 15 
dropped  downstream  by  the  admiral’s  order. 

April  12.— At  4:30  p.  m.  the  Brown  (towboat)  passed  us.  At  5 
the  rebels  fired  into  the  Brown ,  Neosho ,  and  us.  Neosho  and  us  ” 
shelling  the  woods.  At  6 : 10  continued  shelling  the  woods.  At 
6:40  came  in  sight  of  the  fleet  of  transports,  which  were  shelling 
the  woods.  We  dropped  down  and  made  fast  to  the  bank  astern 
of  the  steamer  Bob  Roy.  Neosho  then  opened  fire,  shelling  the 
woods.  Gazelle  came  up  from  below  with  orders  for  us  to  report  to 
the  admiral.  At  7 : 40  cast  off  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  8:30 
arrived  at  the  fleet ;  reported.  At  9:45  got  underway,  stood  down 
river,  convoying  a  number  of  transports  past  a  battery. 

April  13. — Underway  in  Red  River.  At  12:  30  a.  m.  ceased  firing. 
At  7 :  30  a.  m.  one  whistle  blown.  Fleet  moved  down  river,  we  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  rear.  At  8 : 15  musket  firing  ahead.  Beat  to  quarters.  At 
8 : 25  fired  two  5-second  shell  from  stern  guns.  At  3 : 30  p.  m. 
saw  gunboats  shelling  battery. 

April  18. — At  anchor  off  Grand  Ecore.  At  2 : 30  p.  m.  the  cotton 
on  our  spar  deck  caught  fire  from  sparks  from  the  Neosho's  smoke¬ 
stack  and  was  destroyed,  the  deck  burned  in  several  places.  At  4 : 30 
p.  m.  passed  the  Eastport  sunk  about  6  miles  below  Grand  Ecore,  La. 

April  26.— At  2  a.  m.  commenced  taking  on  board  all  the  equip¬ 
ments  and  officers’  baggage  from  the  Eastport.  Took  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Eastport ,  preparing  to  blow  her  up.  At  10  a.  m.  guer¬ 
rillas  fired  into  the  Cricket ,  Juliet ,  and  Champion  No.  5.  We  fired 
our  stern  guns  and  they  retreated.  At  12 : 15  p.  m.  ceased  firing.  At 
12:40  steamed  up  to  the  Eastport  and  made  fast  to  her  stern.  The 
admiral,  with  Captain  Phelps,  together  with  her  officers  and  men, 
went  on  board.  Sent  on  board  3,055  pounds  of  powder  to  blow  her 

up.  Lieutenant - ,  of  the  Army,  made  two  attempts  to  fire  the 

magazine  with  a  galvanic  battery,  but  both  failing,  we  returned,  and, 
under  the  direction  of  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  laid  trains  of  cotton, 
tar,  etc.,  to  the  several  magazines,  and  at  1  cast  off  and  dropped  down 
river,  Captain  Phelps  and  a  boat’s  crew  remaining  alongside  to  fire 
off  the  train.  At  1:25  Captain  Phelps  fired  the"  train,  shoved  off 
from  the  Eastport  when  the  first  explosion  took  place,  followed  by 
others,  until  she  was  completely  destroyed.  At  2  p.  m.  steamed  up 
to  the  wreck.  The  admiral  and  Captain  Phelps  in  a  boat  rowed 
around  the  Eastport.  At  3:15  the  admiral  went  down  to  the  flag¬ 
ship  ;  Captain  Phelps  returned  on  board.  At  3 : 20  proceeded  down 
river  in  rear  of  all  the  boats.  At  5  the  fleet  attacked  by  a  battery  of 
12  and  24  pounder  guns  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  The  Cricket 
ran  by  the  battery  and  proceeded  on  down  the  river.  We  ran  down 
and  engaged  the  battery  at  short  range,  firing  from  1  to  3  second  shell 
(shrapnel),  receiving  a  number  of  shots  in  our  hull,  casemates,  and 
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upper  works.  The  steamer  Champion  No.  3y  in  passing  received  a 

dimbkdbv  ttr"8  and  a.band°ne<i.P  Th e,  Juliet  being 

I "  I ,es’  was  Owed  out  of  range 
ov  C  hampion  A  o.  5.  A  e  fell  back  out  of  range  to  protect  the  two- 

tonthe°bfnkdetolei  b?Lnk  fb7Ut,  1  mile  ab°Ve  the  batterJ  and  made  fast 
to  the  bank ,  took  the  Juliet  m  tow  and  commenced  protecting  0ur 

'inrhflnrp  !ffd  F'  n  b°!1Se  ^lth  bale?  of  cotton  taken  from  the  Juliet 
and  more  effectually  stopping  a  hole  m  our  hull  at  the  water  line 

uabTpC!  F  a-  12~Round  shot’  als0  mending  steam  pipes  of  Juliet.  Cas¬ 
ualties  dm  mg  the  engagement,  1  oflicer  and  1  man.  Acting  Ensign 
fe.  Pool  late  of  th o  East  port,  killed,  and  Joseph  Scott,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  colored,  of  this  vessel,  mortally  wounded.  6  to  8  p.  m  •  Firino- 
our  stern  guns  occasionally  in  direction  of  the  battery. 

April  2/ .  Lying  alongside  the  bank  in  Red  River,  La.  At  5-30 
a.  m.  commenced  throwing  shells  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battery  At 
‘  sent  die  carpenters  and  mates  on  board  the  Champion  No.  5  to 
repair  her  rudders.  At  7:30  Champion  fired  into  by  sharpshooters. 

i  tu  iC^St  °ft  froni  tlle  bank  and  proceeded  down  river,  the  Juliet 
lashed  to  us  on  our  port  side.  At  9 : 20  the  Juliet  struck  a  snag  and 
v  as  reported  sinking.  Rounded  to  and  repaired  damages.  At  9-30 

a  ied,n°Tn  again’ tbe  ChamVion  bringing  up  the  rear  m  close  order 
At  9:40  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  opened  on  us.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  a  battery  on  shore  opened  on  us  and  the  engagement  became 
general,  ihe  steamer  Champion  was  abandoned  by  her  crew.  When 
opposite  the  battery,  and  alongside  the  Champion  No.  3,  our  wheel 
and  tiller  ropes  were  shot  away,  2  24-pounder  shots  passing  through 
our  pilot  house.  At  10  a.  m.  the  batteries  were  passed.  Shelled 
woods  at  intervals.  At  1  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  the  Neosho ,  made 
fast  to  the  bank  just  ahead  of  her.  Sent  all  the  sick  and  wounded 
aboard  the  Neosho  and  stood  down  river,  the  Neosho  following  At 
3:30  p.  m.  commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  4  ceased  firing.  At 
5 :30  came  to  just  ahead  of  the  Osage. 

.  28.  At  12:50  a.  m.  fleet  got  underway,  stood  down  river 

in  following  order:  Osage ,  Fort  Ilindman ,  Neosho.  The  Neosho 
shelling  the  woods  at  different  places.  (At  anchor  7:45  a.  im  in 
Red  River  above  the  upper  falls.) 

May  8.— At  8  p.  m.  got  over  the  upper  falls  all  safe  and  came 
alongside  the  bank  just  above  the  dam. 

May  9. — At  6:15  a.  m.  the  Lexington  steamed  over  the  lower 
falls.  At  6:45  we  rounded  to  and  started  over  the  falls.  At  7 
passed  over  the  falls,  damaging  our  wheel  and  a  small  hole  in  the 
hull. 

May  7J. — At  anchor  a  few  miles  below  Alexandria.  At  7:45  a.m 
stood  downstream,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  fleet.  At  11  we  were 
fired  into  by  rebel  sharpshooters;  we  fired  some  shots  at  them. 

May  17 . — At  3 : 15  p.  m.  arrived  at  Simmesport,  the  army  embark¬ 
ing  on  the  transports. 

June  8.—M  anchor  off  Hog  Point.  At  4  a.  m.  got  underway  and 
steamed  up  river.  At  5:15  a.  m.  the  fleet  entered  mouth  of  Red 
River.  At  8:15  p.  m.  reached  Simmesport  Landing  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order:  Ch-illicothe  in  lead,  followed  by  Neosho ,  Fort  Hindman 
bringing  up  the  rear.  The  enemy  opened’  fire  from  a  battery  of  2 
30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  placed  behind  the  levee.  We  returned  the 
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fire,  first  from  bow  guns,  afterwards  from  broadside  guns  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  1,000  to  1,500  yards.  At  9  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  their  guns.  At  10  p.  m.  the  CMllicothe  signaled. 
We  crossed  over  to  east  shore  and  opened  fire  from  our  stern  battery. 
At  10 : 30  a.  m.  crossed  over  to  and  abreast  of  battery ;  landed  under 
a  brisk  fire  from  rebel  sharpshooters,  and  took  on  board  one  30- 
pounder  Parrott  gun  (siege  gun,  the  second  having  been  burst  by  the 
rebels  in  firing)  and  8  30-pounder  shell ;  made  fast  line  to  gun  car¬ 
riage  and  at  11:30  backed  out  into  deep  water,  cut  the  gun  carriage 
adrift,  and  steamed  up  the  bayou,  the  Neosho  and  Chillicothc  fol¬ 
lowing.  Expended  26  shrapnel,  8-inch;  3  10-second  shell;  12  5-second 
shell ;  9  100-pound  shell;  3  stand  of  canister  (8-inch)  ;  8  howitzer 
shell;  2  howitzer  shot.  At  5:30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Hog  Point, 
La. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  tS.  /S'.  Lexington ,  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache , 
commanding ,  March  1  to  June  28,  186 If.. 

March  1 ,  1864- — At  4:10  a.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  Red  River.  At  7  entered  Black  River.  At  4  p.  m.  the 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  from  the  west  bank.  The 
fleet  drove  them  off  with  a  few  broadsides.  At  5 : 30  p.  m.  reached 
Trinity ;  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy  with  muskets  and  two  fieldpieces. 
The  fleet  returned  it  with  a  heavy  fire  from  great  guns,  before  which 
the  enemy  precipitately  retreated,  when  we  shelled  the  town.  At 
6 : 15  ceased  firing ;  entered  Ouachita  River.  At  7  came  to  anchor 
about  2  miles  above  Trinity. 

March  2. — At  9:45  a.  m.,  as  we  were  approaching  Harrisonburg, 
the  enemy  opened  on  the  fleet  with  artillery  and  musketry.  The  fleet 
replied.  *  During  the  action,  the  Fort  Hindman  being  temporarily 
disabled  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy,  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay 
went  on  board  the  Ouachita.  At  il :  45,  the  enemy  having  retreated, 
ceased  firing  and  passed  on  up  the  river.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  fleet 
rounded  to  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  2:30  passed  the  earth¬ 
works  above  Harrisonburg.  The  Ouachita  landed  and  set  fire  to  some 
buildings.  The  Conestoga  and  this  vessel  rounded  to.  Rebel  cavalry 
appearing  on  the  hills  back  of  the  town,  shelled  them  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  At  3:30  stood  down  the  river.  At  3:45  met  the  Fort 
Hindman  at  the  bank,  repairing  damages.  The  Ouachita  and  Osage 
proceeded  down  the  river,  while  the  balance  of  the  fleet  rounded  to  to 
wait  for  the  Fort  Hindman.  At  7  anchored  a  mile  above  Trinity. 

March  3. — At  8  a.  m.  stood  downstream.  At  8  :  30  reached  Trinity, 
shelled  the  woods  below  and  back  of  the  town  for  a  few  minutes. 
At  8:45  fleet  rounded  to.  The  Fort  Hindman  landed.  Each  boat 
sent  a  party  on  shore  to  capture  three  32-pounder  guns  reported  to 
be  hid  there.  At  9  the  Cricket  went  up  Little  River,  shelled  some 
rebel  cavalry,  and  destroyed  a  pontoon  bridge.  The  Fort  Hindman 
took  the  guns  on  board.  Shore  party  burned  their  carriages  and  some 
buildings.  The  Conestoga  got  aground;  all  the  boats  at  work  trying 
to  get  her  off.  At  8  p.  m.  the  Conestoga  got  afloat. 

Alarcli  4 • — At  6:30  a.  m.  the  fleet  Aveighed  and  stood  downstream. 
At  7:15  the  Osage  commenced  shelling  the  woods  on  west  bank  of 
the  river.  At  9  the  Conestoga  and  Osage  firing  occasionally  a  shell 
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into  the  woods  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  At  11:  50  the  Osage 
opened  again  and  shelled  the  woods.  At  6  p.  m.  fleet  proceeded  down 
the  river.  At  7  anchored  about  12  miles  from  mouth  of  Black 
River. 

March  5.  At  5:  20  a.  m.  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  down  river. 
At  11:40  reached  the  Mississippi.  Found  the  Black  Hawk ,  Little 
Hebei ,  Bragg ,  and  Chillicothe  at  anchor. 

March  12. — -At  8  : 30  a.  m.  the  fleet  commenced  moving  up  Red  River 
in  the  following  order:  Fort  Hindman ,  Cricket ,  Lafayette ,  Neosho , 
Ozark,  Eastport ,  Osage ,  Chillicothe,  Louisville,  Choctaw,  Caronde- 
let,  Benton,  Gazelle,  Pittsburg,  Mound  City,  Essex,  General  Price. 
Ouachita,  Black  Hawk,  transport,  Lexington. 

March  13. — At  9:10  a.  m.  the  flagship  signaled.  At  9:30  this 
vessel  and  the  Gazelle  stood  down  the  Atchafalaya.  At  2  p.  m. 
landed  at  a  plantation,  sent  party  out ;  it  was  fired  on  by  a  squad  of 
rebels.  Opened  with  our  great  guns;  fired  11  shell. 

March  15. — At  1:45  a.  m.  proceeded  up  river.  At  8:30  a.  m. 
passed  Fort  De  Russy.  At  5  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  Alexandria; 
several  musket  shots  were  fired  at  us  from  the  town.  At  5 :  35  came 
to  anchor  off  the  town  in  company  with  the  Ouachita ,  Cricket,  and 
Fort  Hindman.  A  few  more  shots  were  fired,  which  we  returned  with 
rifles.  Fired  our  howitzer  once.  Sent  a  boat  on  shore  and  took  the 
mayor  to  the  Ouachita. 

March  16. — At  8:40  a.  m.  sent  an  armed  party  on  shore.  At  1:  30 
p.  m.  transports  arrived  with  troops  and  landed. 

April  4—  At  12:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor.  Learned  that  Captain 
Couthouy,  of  the  Chillicothe,  had  been  shot  a  few  miles  above  Grand 
Ecore.  At  6  weighed  and  proceeded  up  river.  At  7  landed  at 
Madame  De  Roe’s  plantation  and  sent  armed  boats  ahead  to  sound 
the  channel  and  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  9  arrived  at  Campti,  landed, 
and  took  on  board  six  contrabands.  Our  cavalry  arrived  and  were 
fired  on  by  the  enemy.  At  9 :  30  infantry  arrived  and  went  into  the 
engagement.  A  few  shell  were  thrown  by  the  fleet.  At  6:40  p.  m. 
tied  up  to  the  right  bank  and  threw  out  pickets. 

April  11. — At  3  a.  m.  stood  down  river,  the  Fort  LLindman  and 
Neosho  following  us.  At  3:30  landed — the  river  being  obstructed 
by  transports  ahead.  At  7: 15  p.  m.  steamer  Emerald  aground.  A 
detachment  of  40  cavalry  from  General  Banks  came  up  and  com¬ 
municated  with  us,  being  surrounded  by  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  Captain  Bache  caused  one  of  the  transports  to  take  them  on 
board. 

April  12. — At  9  a.  m.  collided  with  the  Rob  Roy ,  staving  wheel- 
house  and  launch  and  damaging  chimneys.  Lay  to,  to  repair  dam¬ 
ages.  At  2  p.  m.  stood  down  the  river.  At  2 :  50  were  fired  on  from 
shore;  threw  a  couple  of  shell.  At  3: 15  boats  in  the  rear  gave  five 
whistles;  sent  the  Brown  back  to  assist  them  if  necessary.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  overhauled  the  transports  tied  up  to  the  bank — the  Alice 
Vivian  aground,  the  Osage  lying  below  her.  At  5 : 40  the  enemy,  1,500 
strong,  with  2  fieldpieces,  attacked  the  Vivian  and  transports  near 
her  from  the  right  bank.  Got  underway,  stood  down  for  the  battery, 
and  drove  it  off  with  a  few  shots,  disabling  one  piece.  Encountered 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry;  took  a  position  so  as  to  rake.  The 
enemy  had  now  commenced  firing  musketry  on  the  transports.  At 
6:30  action  ended,  the  enemy  having  precipitately  retreated.  The 
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Gazelle  came  up,  with  orders  for  this  vessel  to  drop  down  about  a 
mile,  to  protect  the  transports.  Expended  97  rounds.  At  9 : 15  the 
balance  of  the  fleet  came  down.  At  11  transports  steamed  down. 
Heavy  firing  heard  below. 

April  13. — At  6 :  30  a.  m.  passed  the  flagship.  The  admiral  ordered 
us  to  follow  the  transports.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  Enemy  firing 
on  transports  with  battery,  threw  a  few  shell  from  our  Parrott.  At 
5:50  enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  above  us;  did  not  come  within  range. 

April  Ilf.. — At  7  a.  m.  came  to  at  the  bank  opposite  Campti.  At  10 
stood  dowrn  river.  Collided  with  the  Thomas  E.  Tutt ,  completely 
destroying  our  cutter  and  damaging  her  a  little.  At  3:45  p.  m. 
heavy  musketry  firing  up  river.  At  4 : 30  afloat.  Enemy  firing  on 
the  transports  with  musketry.  Shelled  the  woods  a  few  minutes* 
At  7 : 30  tied  up  in  our  old  berth  at  Grand  Ecore. 

April  15. — At  4:30  p.  m.  heard  five  whistles  up  river;  stood  up. 
At  5  found  the  Eastport  sinking;  went  alongside  of  her  and  set  our 
siphon  and  hand  pumps  at  work  to  help  free  her.  At  11  stopped 
work  on  the  Eastport ,  efforts  to  keep  her  afloat  having  failed. 

April  19. — At  11  a.  m.  stood  down  river.  At  3  p.  m.  reached  Mont¬ 
gomery;  landed  on  opposite  bank  a  short  distance  below  and  set  all 
hands  to  wooding  ship.  At  4 : 30  steamer  J.  H.  Lacey  came  down 
and  reported  having  been  fired  into  by  a  squad  of  rebels  a  short 
distance  above  Montgomery.  We  got  underway  and  stood  up  river, 
fired  one  shell  into  the  woods  and  returned,  warning  the  inhabitants 
that  if  they  allowed  any  more  firing  we  would  burn  the  town. 

April  20. — At  6:30  p.  m.  steamer  Hetty  Gilmore  arrived  from 
below  and  came  alongside.  She  reported  being  fired  into  a  few  miles 
below.  Surgeon  Derby,  medical  director  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
wounded,  brought  on  board. 

April  23.— At  9  a.  m.  landed  at  Cotile’s  Landing;  9:20  a.  m., 
heard  signal  for  assistance  down  river;  went  down.  At  9:50  over¬ 
hauled  the  Diadem;  she  reported  rebels  ahead;  convoyed  her.  At 
10 :  50  came  to  at  Mean’s  Landing.  At  12 : 10  p.  m.  stood  up  river. 
At  3 : 25  landed  at  Cotile’s. 

April  24-. — At  11  a.  m.  the  van  of  General  Banks’  army  arrived. 

April  25. — At  12 :  50  p.  m.  beat  to  quarters  and  commenced  shelling 
the  woods.  At  1 : 10  stood  up  river.  At  1 : 30  ceased  firing.  At  3: 15 
landed  about  a  mile  below  Point  of  Rocks  [Rocky  Point]  to  sound 
and  buoy  the  channel. 

April  26. — At  8:10  a.  m.  fired  two  shell  from  howitzer  at  squad  of 
rebels.  Osage  came  up  and  landed.  At  9 : 15  inspected  men  at  quar¬ 
ters.  Drilled  them  with  small  arms.  At  10 : 15  the  enemy  attacked 
and  drove  in  the  Osage's  pickets.  We  threw  shells  into  the  woods. 
At  11:45  they  opened  on  us  from  the  bluffs  opposite  with  a  battery 
of  four  pieces.  As  we  lay  we  could  not  bring  our  battery  to  bear, 
so  we  dropped  down  to  get  a  position  where  we  could  be  effective. 
As  soon  as  we  could,  opened  from  our  broadside  and  stern  guns. 
The  enemy  soon  retired,  when  we  dropped  down  still  farther  and 
rounded  to,  being  unable  to  do  so  before  because  of  the  intricacy  of 
the  channel.  We  had  18  shots  into  and  through  us,  one  of  which 
hit  steam  pipe,  but  not  with  sufficient  force  to  penetrate  it.  One 
man,  Henry  Orth,  captain  of  the  hold,  killed,  and  2  slightly  wounded. 
Continued  shelling  the  bluffs  and  woods.  At  1:20  p.  m.  ceased 
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filing.  At  1 : 45  came  to  to  repair  damages.  Expended  49  rounds 
oi  ammunition. 

May  9.— At  6  a.  m.  passed  the  upper  Falls.  At  6:20  passed 
through  the  dam  at  the  lower  Falls,  followed  soon  after  by  the 
N eosho ,  F ort  Hindman ,  and  Osage. 

May  15. — At  11  a.  m.  the  column  got  underway  and  proceeded  very 
slov  ly.  At  1:30  p.  m.  passed  the  wrecks  of  the  steamers  sunk  by 
rhe  rebels.  At  2  transports  ahead  fired  on  by  rebels  with  small  arms. 
Opened  on  them  wfith  our  broadside  guns.  At  3 : 30  more  musketry ; 
opened  again  with  our  battery.  At  5  we  reached  Fort  De  Russy  and 
made  fast  to  the  bank.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  the  fleet,  except  the 
Choctaw  and  this  vessel,  stood  down  the  river.  At  8 : 10  anchored 
abreast  of  Fort  De  Russy. 

Juris  11-—. At  4  p.  m.  overhauled  the  steamer  Emmet ,  at  anchor 
off  Bruinsburg.  Examined  her  papers.  Took  from  her  a  rebel  de¬ 
serter.  At  5:15  proceeded  up  the  river,  the  Em-met  following  us. 

June  15. — At  10 : 15  a.  nr.  overhauled  the  steamers  Mattie  and  R.  E. 
Hill ,  at  anchor  off  Beulah.  We  took  possession  of  them  and  at  11 : 45 
started  them  up  the  river,  this  boat  following.  At  2 : 30  p.  m.  landed 
at  White  River  Station — the  three  prize  steamers  anchored  in  the 
stream. 

June  19. — At  8:30  a.  m.  the  prize  steamers,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  J.  G.  Megler  and  8  men  from  this  vessel,  stood  up  river. 
At  9  Lieutenant  Bache  took  temporary  command  of  the  Tyler.  At 
12:30  p.  m.  the  Tyler ,  Naumkeag ,  and  Fawn ,  with  9  transports, 
stood  up  White  River. 

June  22. — [White  River  Station.]  At  4:30  a.  m.  the  Tenth  Mis¬ 
souri  rebel  regiment,  Colonel  Lawther,  commanding,  attacked  the 
small  garrison  in  the  stockade  at  this  post.  We  immediately  moved 
into  the  stream  and  opened  with  our  port  battery.  In  about  twenty 
minutes  the  enemy  precipitately  retreated,  but  we  shelled  the  woods 
and  the  road  by  which  it  was  supposed  they  were  leaving  for  about 
fifteen  minutes  longer.  Expended  71  rounds  shell  and  shrapnel.  At 
7:30  p.  m.  anchored  abreast  of  the  stockade.  [Acting  Ensign  H. 
Booby,  commanding  pro  tern.] 

June  23. — At  6:30  p.  m.  steamer  May  Duke  came  alongside  and 
took  off  wounded  soldiers.  At  7  she  stood  up  river. 

June  28. — At  11:30  a.  m.  rounded  to  at  Rosedale  Landing.  The 
Emma  Boyd ,  landing  to  wood,  was  attacked  by  guerrillas.  We  gave 
them  a  broadside,  and  they  ran. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  A.  R.  Langthorne ,  commanding ,  March  12  to  May  19 , 186 L 

March  12 , 186 L — Off  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  At  9  a.  m.  flagship 
signaled.  Got  underway  and  lay  off  to  take  our  position  after  the 
Pittsburg.  Entered  Old  River  at  10 : 15  a.  m.  Arrived  in  Red  River 
at  11:55.  At  12:40  p.  m.  entered  Atcnafalaya  Bayou,  following  the 
Benton.  At  1:40  p.  m.  all  boats  rounded  to  and  made  fast  to  bank. 
Captain  Langthorne,  with  25  armed  men,  went  ashore;  returned  at 
2 : 30  p.  m. 
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March  13. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  the  army  landed  and  marched  up 
Bayou  de  Glaise.  At  2:40  p.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  off  our  star¬ 
board  quarter.  Got  underway  at  4:30  p.  m.  and  stood  up  the  Bayou 
(de  Glaise),  Pittsburg ,  CMllicothe ,  and  Carondelet  preceding,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Benton  and  Louisville.  Rounded  out  into  Old  River. 
Underway  up  Red  River;  entered  it  at  4  bells. 

March  H. — At  G :  30  p.  m.  flagship  signaled  one  whistle.  All  boats 
tied  up  to  the  bank  about  10  miles  below  Fort  De  Russy.  Tug 
Dahlia  came  down  the  river  at  9:30  p.  m.  and  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  evacuated  Fort  De  Russy. 

March  16.— 8  to  meridian:  Captured  Major  Lewis,  C.  S.  Army, 
Assistant  Engineer  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

March  2 If.. — Sent  Major  Lewis,  Confederate  prisoner,  over  to  flag¬ 
ship. 

March  29. — Off  Alexandria,  La.  At  8:30  a.  m.,  while  passing  over 
the  rapids,  struck,  when  the  vessel  rounded  to.  Came  down,  tied  up 
to  bank  just  below  the  falls.  At  8:45  tug  came  with  orders  from 
admiral  not  to  attempt  the  rapids  until  the  wind  had  subsided.  Un¬ 
derway  up  the  river.  Struck  a  shoal  at  6 : 15  p.  m.  and  grounded. 

March  30. — Got  our  line  ashore  and  commenced  pulling  head 
around,  the  Brown  working  on  port  side.  Got  afloat  at  8:40  a.  m. 
Capstan  broke  and  wounded  several  men  (7). 

March  31. — From  8  to  meridian  Mr.  Lamport  and  20  men  went  to 
the  Ozark  to  assist  in  getting  her  afloat. 

April  1. — At  11 :15  a.  m.  the  Ozark  passed  over  the  falls. 

April  2. — At  8:45  a.  m.  stood  up  the  river,  Brown  and  Ilammitt 
lashed  on  either  side.  Struck  several  times  crossing  the  shoals, 
but  succeeded  in  getting  over.  Got  past  at  9:15  a.  m. 

April  5. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  aground  below  Campti.  8  to  meri¬ 
dian:  Underway  up  Red  River;  grounded  near  Campti;  got  off 
without  trouble. 

April  10. — From  8  to  midnight:  Troops  that  were  repulsed  are  en¬ 
camped  ashore.  Sent  Mr.  Green  with  second  cutter  on  picket  duty 
across  the  river  at  9. 

April  11. — Grand  Ecore,  La.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Dropping  down 
through  the  pontoon  bridge.  Checked  up  and  made  fast  to  the  bank 
below  it  at  1 : 20  p.  m.  4  to  6  p.  m. :  A  large  number  of  cavalry,  in¬ 
fantry,  and  wagons  crossing  and  recrossing  the  bridge  during  this 
watch.  Heavy  firing  heard  up  the  river  for  some  time. 

April  16. — 4  to  G  p.  m. :  Underway  down  Red  River.  Struck  snags 
several  times;  finally  stuck  fast  cm  a  shoal.  Whistled  to  the  Brown 
for  assistance.  B.  came  alongside,  and  pulled  us  off  at  5 : 25  p.  m. 
Landed  at  the  bank  while  the  pilots  sounded  the  channel.  Eastport 
sunk  ahead  of  us.  Ozark  and  Lexington  lying  by  her.  8  to  mid¬ 
night  tied  up  to  the  bank  at  Bartlett  s  plantation,  about  10  miles 
below  Grand  Ecore. 

April  26. — Above  Alexandria,  La.  G  to  8  p.  m.,  heavy  firing  heard 
up  the  river. 

April  27. — 4  to  8  a.  m.  heavy  firing  heard  up  the  river  at  7:55. 

April  28. — At  1:25  p.  m.  sent  Mr.  Stebbins  with  cutter  to  take 
wounded  men  from  Neosho  over  the  falls  to  Alexandria. 
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May  4.— Heavy  firing  heard  on  right  shore  about  7:20  p.  m.  8  to 
midnight,  artillery  firing  down  the  river  during  the  watch. 

May  7 .—First  cutter’s  crew  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lamport  went  to  work 
on  dam  at  8 : 10  a.  m. 

May  9.  Above  Alexandria  Falls.  At  11:30  a.  m.  received  orders 
to  take  off  guns  and  side  iron.  8  to  midnight :  All  hands  at  work 
passing  out  shot  and  shell,  provisions,  and  cutting  iron  plating  off 
the  sides  to  lighten  up  the  ship. 

May  12. — At  6:45  p.  m.  the  Ozark  crossed  the  rapids.  Got  up 
steam  and  battened  ports  and  hatches.  Shortly  after  7  cast  off  from 
the  bank,  got  headed  and  stood  down  for  the  dam.  Passed  through 
in  fine  style,  striking  very  hard  and  nearly  getting  fast  aground; 
rounded  to  below  and  made  fast.  The  stake  we  made  fast  to  broke 
and  we  slewed  round  across  the  river  and  struck  across  the  stream. 
While  passing  the  dam,  unshipped  starboard  rudder,  also  damaged 
hog  chains.  8  to  midnight :  Aground  across  the  channel  below  the 
F alls.  At  work  trying  to  get  off. 

May  13. — 8  to  meridian :  The  Carondelet  and  Fort  Hindman  gave 
us  a  pull,  which,  together  with  the  purchase  that  we  had  ashore, 
pulled  us  off ;  then  we  warped  down  by  the  coal  pile  and  sent  every 
man  ashore  after  ammunition.  A  large  fire  raging  near  where  it 
was  stowed.  Louisville ,  Ozark ,  tug,  and  C hillicothee  all  passed 
through  the  dam  in  safety.  The  tug  grounded  on  same  place  we  did. 
Ammunition  coming  on  board.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Alexandria  in 
flames.  At  3  : 30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  the  river. 

May  14. — About  12  miles  below  Alexandria.  4  to  8  a.  m. :  The 
Cricket  passed  up  at  6  bells  and  gave  signal  for  getting  underway; 
cast  off  and  moved  down  the  river  at  7:10  a.  m.  At  9:15  firing 
heavy  guns  up  river.  At  10:40  a.  m.  signal  to  land.  Before  we  got 
fast,  signal  for  close  order  sounded.  Cast  off  line  and  proceeded 
down  the  river.  11:10  landed  again;  11:25  got  underway  again. 
At  12  landed  at  Wilson’s  plantation.  The  army  in  our  immediate 
vicinity. 

May  14. — 12  miles  below  Alexandria,  La.  At  12:50  p.  m.  got 
underway  in  obedience  to  whistle.  At  1  p.  m.  called  the  port  watch 
to  quarters.  Transports  before  and  behind  fired  into  by  sharp¬ 
shooters.  We  commenced  shelling  the  woods  with  our  bow  and  port 
battery.  At  1:25  grounded  and  pulled  off  by  transport  Soulwester. 
Underway  down  the  river  at  1 : 50.  Flagship  Cricket  landed  astern 
of  us  at  2:50.  At  3 : 30  underway  down  river.  Army  moving  along 
the  banks.  At  4:55  tied  up  above  obstructions  in  the  river;  boats 
sunk  across  the  river.  Army  skirmishing  with  the  rebels.  6  to  8 
p.  m. :  Lying  at  the  bank.  Picket  firing  on  shore  by  the  army. 
Posted  2  pickets  on  bank. 

May  15. — Running  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Neosho , 
Carondelet ,  Pittsburg ,  Cricket ,  and  tug,  the  balance  of  fleet  follow¬ 
ing.  8  to  midnight :  Came  to  anchor  in  mouth  of  Black  River. 

May  IS.— Atchafalaya  River,  Simmesport,  La.  Lying  at  anchor 
in  stream.  8  to  midnight  :  Army  crossing  the  river.  All  quiet. 

May  19. — 4  to  8  a.  m. :  Generals  Canby  and  Banks  passed  on  horse¬ 
back.  Troops  and  train  passing  on  bridge  of  boats. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  >S.  Rattler ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
James  Laming,  commanding .  June  3  to  December  31 , 186  V 

June  3y  186V — Mississippi  River,  near  Natchez.  At  5:10  a.  m. 
weighed  anchor  and  steamed  upstream.  At  10:30  a.  m.,  seeing  some 
suspicious  movements  on  the  Mississippi  shore,  shelled  the  woods. 
Expended  2  Parrott  shells,  5-second;  2  cartridges,  2J  pounds,  and  2 
5-second  shrapnel  for  howitzers.  At  11:30  a.  m.  hailed  the  Forest 
Rose ,  lying  at  anchor  off  Waterproof. 

June  If. — At  9:40  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  down  the 
stream.  When  opposite  St.  Joe  saw  a  skiff  with  3  men  crossing  the 
river;  fired  1  5-second  from  Parrott  gun  forward;  rounded  to  and 
fired  1  5-second  shrapnel  from  starboard  battery. 

June  6. — At  2  p.  m.  passed  the  town  of  Rodney,  Miss.  Piped  first 
division  to  quarters  and  shelled  the  woods  below  Bruinsburg,  Miss. 
Expended  2  30-pound  Parrott  shell,  1  10-second  time  fuze,  1  5-second 
time  fuze.  At  3:15  came  to  anchor  above  St.  Joe,  La.  At  8:10 
p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  cautiously  down  the  river  with 
all  lights  out  on  board.  At  8 : 50  passed  Rodney ;  shelled  the  woods 
a  short  distance  below  Rodney,  both  on  the  Louisiana  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  shores.  Expended  2  Parrott  cartridges,  3J  pounds;  2  Parrott 
shell,  30  pounds,  5-second;  2  time  fuzes,  5-second;  3  24-pounder 
shrapnel,  5-second. 

June  7. — At  7  a.  m.,  seeing  some  rebels  on  the  bank  on  Mississippi 
side,  near  Bruinsburg,  opened  fire  with  our  forward  Parrott.  Fired 
1  5-second  and  2  10-second  shell  and  1  5-second  from  our  broadside. 

_  June  8. — At  10: 10  a.  m.  discovered  a  skiff  on  shore  on  Mississippi 
side;  fired  1  5-second  Parrott  rifle  shell  from  bow  Parrott.  Sent 
Master’s  Mate  W.  N.  Bock  on  shore  with  armed  cutter’s  crew  and  he 
brought  off  the  skiff.  At  11  discovered  some  men  on  the  bank,  Missis¬ 
sippi  side,  fired  1  10-second  and  1  5-seconcl  shell  from  Parrott  gun 
forward;  also  1  shell  from  starboard  bow  howitzer.  At  11:30 
anchored  near  St.  Joe. 

J une  18.— At  8:50  a.  m.  saw  a  party  of  rebels  at  Grand  Gulf  who 
were  in  pursuit  of  a  contraband  they  had  taken  from  the  steamer 
Robert  Emmet  at  Bruinsburg,  Miss.  We  immediately  slipped  our 
cable  and  opened  fire  upon  them  from  our  broadside  guns.  Ex¬ 
pended  14  24-pound  shell;  1  Parrott  cartridge,  3J  pounds;  1  Parrott 
shell,  5-seconcl;  1  time  fuze,  5-second.  At  9,  having  dispersed  the 
rebels,  sent  an  armed  boat  ashore  and  brought  off  the  contraband. 

June  22. — At  12 : 30  a.  m.  the  New  National  came  alongside.  Cap¬ 
tain  Laning  went  on  board  for  passage  to  Cairo. 

June  23. — Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney,  in  command  of  the 
Rattler. 

June  25. — From  8  to  meridian,  steaming  up  river.  At  9  went 
alongside  the  Forest  Rose ,  at  anchor  off  St.'  Joe.  At  11:50  arrived 
at  and  went,  alongside  of  the  Pittsburg.  At  12 : 10  p.  m.  cast  loose 
from  the  Pittsburg  and  stood  up  the  river.  At  2 : 15  we  were  hailed 
from  Big  Black  Island  and  informed  that  there  were  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  rebels  at  Point  Pleasant  destroying  property,  etc.  We  beat  to 
quarters  and  opened  fire  in  the  supposed  locality  of  the  enemy,  ex¬ 
pending  5  Parrott  5-second  shell.  Steaming  up  river  tdl  4 : 30  p.  m., 
when  we  were  hailed  from  the  military  post  on  Louisiana  shore  at 
the  foot  of  Hurricane  Island,  which  place  was  attacked  by  the 
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enemy.  Shelled  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  stockade  with  one 
broadside,  expending  3  24-pounder  shell,  5-second ;  1  Parrott  car¬ 
tridge,  5-second.  At  4  :30  landed  at  Point  Pleasant.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  [of  Point  Pleasant]  came  on  board.  At  4:40  he 
left  and  we  opened  fire  over  our  troops.  Fired  14  5-second  Parrott 
shell  and  12  24-pounder  howitzer.  At  7 : 20  Ensign  Wells  landed  in 
cutter  and  2  Confederate  soldiers  surrendered  themselves  prisoners, 
viz,  E.  M.  Boyd  and  Henry  Boyd,  both  of  Company  G,  McNeill’s 
regiment,  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding.  At  7:40  Ensign  Wells 
returned.  At  8  ceased  firing  and  returned  down  the  river. 

June  2 1 . — At  7  p.  m.  got  up  anchor  and  went  up  to  bar  above  Rod¬ 
ney;  came  to  anchor  again.  From  8  to  midnight:  Having  received 
information  that  the  rebel  general,  Harrison,  with  about  50  men,  would 
make  an  attempt  to  cross  the  Mississippi  River  into  Louisiana,  the 
commanding  officer  and  Acting  Ensign  Wells,  with  armed  cutter, 
drifted  down  below  Rodney,  where  they  were  expected  to  cross.  At 
11 : 45  p.  m.  saw  a  rocket,  which  was  the  signal  to  repair  down  the 
river;  slipped  cable  and  proceeded  downstream. 

June  28. — At  1  a.  m.  the  cutter  came  alongside,  when  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  returned  on  board.  At  7 :  25  p.  m.  expended  one  30-pound 
Parrott  shell,  5-second,  in  the  woods  on  the  Mississippi  side  below 
Rodney. 

June  30. — At  1:30  p.  m.,  discovering  some  of  the  enemy  in  the 
woods  above  St.  Joe,  expended  two  24-pounder  shell,  5-second,  one 
Parrott  shell.  At  2  sent  cutter  ashore  and  brought  on  board  a 
deserter  from  the  rebel  army,  Harrison’s  command. 

July  2. — At  9  a.  m.  arrived  off  St.  Joe.  Saw  on  the  Mississippi 
bank  an  ambulance  and  skiff,  and  a  short  distance  back  a  camp  fire. 
Opened  fire  with  our  starboard  howitzers,  using  15  24-pounder  shell. 
Also  threw  two  shell  from  our  port  Parrott  over  the  town  of  St. 
Joseph,  one  a  5-second  and  the  other  a  10-second.  Ensign  Wells, 
with  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  went  on  shore  and  destroyed  the  skiff 
and  ambulance,  taking  from  them  one  cavalry  saber.  At  9  p.  m. 
arrived  off  Waterproof.  At  10:  50  Acting  Master  Glenney  and  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  Cronin  left  the  ship  to  join  the  crew  of  the  [Forest]  Rose 
in  an  expedition  to  Waterproof  to  capture  Confederate  soldiers,  etc. 

July  3. — At  6  a.  m.  Commanding  Officer  and  Master’s  Mate  Cronin 
returned  on  board. 

July  5. — At  4:30  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  downstream. 
At  5  fired  3  5-second  shell  from  bow  Parrott  by  order  of  commanding 
officer.  At  5:20  anchored  off  Bayou  Pierre.  At  6 : 10  stood  down¬ 
stream.  At  7  fired  1  5-second  shell  from  broadside  Parrott. 

July  6. — At  8 : 10  p.  m.  got  underway,  and  stood  up  the  river.  At 
10  came  to  anchor  a  short  distance  above  Bruinsburg.  At  11:30  the 
Marine  Brigade  boats  passed  up  the  river.  At  the  same  time,  seeing 
some  rockets  thrown  by  the  enemy  on  the  -Louisiana  shore,  opened 
up  on  them  from  our  bow  Parrott,  expending  2  5-second  Parrott 
shell. 

July  9. — At  1:05  p.  m.  fired  two  shell,  1  5-second,  1  10-second, 
from  broadside  Parrott.  At  2 : 10  got  underway  and  steamed  down¬ 
stream.  When  near  Rodney  turned  head  upstream,  seeing  some  men 
on  banks  signaling.  Opened  fire  from  our  forward  Parrott  and  No. 
3  howitzer.  Fired  1  5-second  and  4  10-second  and  1  15-second  from 
Parrott,  and  2  5-second  shell  from  howitzer. 
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July  11  —  At  8: 15  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  abreast  of  the  Fawn ,  she 
being  in  distress  from  fouling  with  a  snag.  At  the  same  time,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  opened  lire,  second  division  firing 
two  stand  of  canister  over  the  bank.  At  8 : 25  commanding  officer 
went  on  board  the  Fawn ,  with  working  party.  At  8 :  40  he  hailed  us 
and  ordered  us  to  fire  2  5-second  shells  from  second  division  and  1 
5-second  from  broadside  Parrott;  and  at  10  a.  m.  1  5-seconcl  from 
broadside  Parrott,  At  8 :  50  p.  m.,  a  violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain 
setting  in  from  the  northwest,  caused  the  ship  to  drag  anchor. 
Let  go  port  anchor,  but  our  starboard  cable  parted  about  3  fathoms 
from  the  anchor,  and  the  vessel  went  ashore,  where  the  enemy,  sup¬ 
posing  us  to  be  a  merchant  vessel,  fired  into  us  with  a  volley  of 
musketry.  We  instantly  opened  fire  upon  them  with  our  starboard 
broadside.  At  9,  the  storm  abating,  hove  up  joort  anchor  and  stood 
over  to  the  Louisiana  shore  and  anchored. 

July  1% . — At  anchor  off  Rodney.  At  1:15  p.  m.  weighed  anchor 
and  stood  up  the  river.  At  1 : 30,  by  order  of  commanding  officer, 
fired  1  5-second  Parrott  shell  from  bow  battery  into  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  St.  Joseph.  At  1 : 40  rounded  to  and  stood  down  river,  came 
to  anchor  at  foot  of  Rodney  Island,  and  by  order  of  commanding 
officer  fired  1  5-second  shell  from  our  broadside  howitzer  No.  5. 

July  27. — -At  4  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Iloel,  commanding  Pittsburg,  came 
on  board  with  two  cutters’  crews,  accompanied  by  Ensign  Freeman 
Vincent  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  Scott;  stood  down  the  river. 
At  5  arrived  at  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  where  an  expedition  of  three 
boats’  crews  (two  from  the  Pittsburg )  left  the  vessel,  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Hoel.  AVe  anchored  off  Bruinsburg.  At  7  Lieutenant 
Hoel  and  party  returned  on  board.  At  7 : 30  weighed  anchor  and 
steamed  up  the  river.  At  10  arrived  off  Grand  Gulf.  Lieutenant 
Hoel  left  the  vessel  with  his  party.  At  10:35  we  stood  down  the 
river.  At  12  came  to  anchor  off  St.  Joseph. 

July  28. — At  1 :  30  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor,  stood  up  river,  opened  fire 
from  our  bow  battery  into  the  woods  below  Bruinsburg,  expending 
1  5-second  and  1  10-second  shell,  by  order  of  commanding  officer. 

July  30. — At  5  p.  m.,  when  abreast  of  bend  below  Rodney,  near 
350  yards  from  shore,  fired  2  5-second  and  1  3-second  howitzer  shell, 
by  order  of  commanding  officer,  all  of  which  exploded  in  the  bank. 
When  we  arrived  at  Rodney,  fired  one  shell  from  broadside  Parrott, 
extreme  elevation,  over  the  trees  into  the  country. 

August  8. — At  3  p.  m.  cast  loose  from  steamer  Any  One,  lying  off 
Bayou  Pierre,  and  dropped  down  river  a  short  distance  and  fired 
1  5-second  and  2  10-second  shell,  Parrott  30-pounder,  bow  battery, 
into  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  Bruinsburg.  At  5 : 30  p.  m.  discovered 
some  scouts  looking  over  a  bluff  below  Rodney,  clapped  a  spring  on 
chain  and  brought  broadside  howitzer  to  bear  on  them.  Fired  1 
shrapnel.  At  10  stood  up  river.  At  11,  when  off  St,  Joe,  discov¬ 
ered  what  we  supposed  to  be  a  boat  with  persons  crossing  the  river. 
Fired  1  5-second  shell  from  broadside  howitzer  bv  order  of  command¬ 
ing  officer. 

August  11. — At  9:30  a.  m.,  seeing  some  people  digging  at  St. 
Joseph,  sent  first  cutter  on  shore  in  charge  of  executive  officer  and 
seized  10  20-pounder  Parrott  shell  in  their  possession. 

August  17. — At  10:30  a.  m.  got  ship  underway  and  stood  down 
the  river.  At  10:45  communicated  with  St.  Joseph,  La.,  and  de- 
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livered  a  letter  for  a  citizen  residing  there.  At  11  rounded  to  and 
proceeded  upstream.  At  11:40  came  to  anchor  oft’  Louisiana  shore 
about  midway  between  Bruinsburg  and  St.  Joseph. 

August  18. — At  1:30  a.  m.  three  boats  (two  cutters  and  a  launch) 
from  the  Benton  came  down  the  river  and  alongside;  they  contained 
80  men  and  6  officers,  who  came  on  board  to  form  an  expedition.  At 
4:30  a  stem- wheel  steamer,  name  unknown,  with  barges  in  tow, 
passed  down.  At  5:30  the  Marine  Brigade  boat  E.  II.  Fairchild 
passed  down.  At  6  sent  cutter  to  Louisiana  shore  and  brought  off 
three  refugees  for  protection.  At  6:30  got  ship  underway  and 
stood  up  river.  At  6 : 45,  seeing  a  boat  crossing  the  river  ahead 
of  us,  beat  to  quarters  and  fired  1  10-second  and  2  5-second  shell 
from  bow  Parrott,  then  went  into  the  bank  and  landed  a  party  of 
men  in  charge  of  commanding  officer  to  intercept  the  boat  and  its 
occupants.  Stood  up  the  river  and  landed  again  off  Bruinsburg, 
when  the  commanding  officer  and  party  returned,  having  captured 
the  skiff.  Commanding  officer  then  started  with  an  expedition,  con¬ 
sisting  of  80  men  and  6  officers,  into  the  interior.  Cast  loose  from 
the  bank  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  8 : 30,  discovering  some  per¬ 
sons  making  preparations  for  crossing  the  river  opposite  St.  Joe, 
La.,  opened  fire  upon  them  from  our  bow  Parrott;  they  immedi¬ 
ately  disappeared  in  the  woods,  our  shells  taking  effect  in  the  bank. 
Expended  3  5-second  Parrott  shell.  On  arriving  at  the  place  sent 
armed  cutter’s  crew,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  E.  Church, 
in  search  of  boats.  He  returned,  not  discovering  any.  Rounded  to 
and  anchored  off  St.  Joe.  At  9  sent  cutter  to  St.  Joseph  and 
brought  off  2  officers  and  3  men,  a  part  of  the  expedition.  At  2:30 
p.  m.  the  expedition  under  commanding  officer  returned  on  board, 
having  captured  a  lieutenant,  J.  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army;  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry.  At  3  got  underway  and  stood  up  river.  At  5 
arrived  at  Grand  Gulf,  went  alongside  the  Benton;  her  men  re¬ 
turned  on  board  of  her. 

August  22. — At  2 :  50  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  St.  Joe.  At  7 
commanding  officer,  with  a  party  of  33  men  and  2  officers,  went  on 
shore  on  the  Mississippi  side  of  the  river  and  set  fire  to  a  house, 
the  rendezvous  of  the  enemy  while  crossing  the  river.  At  8  p.  m. 
commanding  officer  and  party  returned  on  board. 

August  27. — At  2:35  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Bruinsburg,  Miss. 
At  8 :  30  Master’s  Mate  Bock,  in  going  to  the  shore  in  the  market 
boat,  discovered  13  boxes  of  tobacco  at  the  edge  of  the  water.  He 
reported,  and  having  got  underway,  went  to  the  bank.  After  firing 
2  5-second  shell  (howitzers  Nos.  6  and  5)  and  1  5-second  Parrott 
shell,  took  said  tobacco  on  board,  13  boxes,  average  100  pounds. 
At  9  cast  loose  from  the  bank  and  stood  upstream. 

August  28. — From  8  to  meridian.  Lying  at  anchor  off  Bruins¬ 
burg.  When  a  short  distance  below  Bruinsburg  fired  1  5-second 
shell  from  our  bow  Parrott,  by  order  of  commanding  officer,  which 
took  effect  in  the  bank  at  that  place. 

August  29. — At  6 : 40  p.  m.  commanding  officer  and  Paymaster 
Peck,  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  left  the  ship  and  went  to  James’s 
plantation,  on  the  Louisiana  shore,  to  search  for  arms.  At  9  re¬ 
turned  on  board. 

September  4- — Off  Hurricane  Island.  At  8 :  30  p.  m.  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  J.  H.  Hume  left  the  vessel  with  armed  cutter’s 
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crew,  composed  of  20  white  men  and  2  negroes,  and  landed  abreast 
of  the  vessel  on  the  Louisiana  shore.  Leaving  the  2  negroes  in 
the  cutter  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to  James’s  plantation.  At  9, 
hearing  a  half  dozen  musket  shots  fired  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cutter, 
Acting  Ensign  Wells  left  the  vessel  in  skiff  with  4  armed  men  to 
ascertain  the  difficulty.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  when  he  came 
within  hail  of  our  cutter  filled  with  men.  He  hailed  her,  but  re¬ 
ceived  no  answer.  He  at  once  fired  into  her,  upon  which  she  rounded 
to  and  proceeded  down  the  river  out  of  sight.  In  the  meantime 
we  had  slipped  cable  and  got  underway.  Mr.  Wells  returning  on 
board,  we  stood  down  in  the  direction  the  cutter  had  taken.  At 
9:25  rounded  upstream  and  when  within  1  mile  of  James’s  planta¬ 
tion  heard  a  volley  of  musketry;  fired  two  shots  in  the  direction 
from  our  broadside  howitzers,  No.  2  and  No.  5  guns.  Proceeded 
upstream  till  we  arrived  at  James’s  plantation,  where  commanding 
officer  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  James.  He  returned  on  board 
and  we  proceeded  downstream,  keeping  close  to  Louisiana  shore. 
When  off  the  place  of  musketry  firing  picked  up  Mr.  Hume  with 
2  men.  He  reported  18  men  missing  and  the  2  negroes  he  left  in 
the  cutter  (which  we  learned  afterwards  were  killed).  Anchored 
at  11  p.  m. 

September  5. — At  6:30  a.  m.  Acting  Ensign  Wells  went  to  the 
Louisiana  shore  and  brought  off  our  cutter,  minus  her  rudder  and 
oars.  At  8:20  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  river  to  James’s 
plantation  and  landed.  Mr.  James  came  on  board  to  have  an  inter¬ 
view  with  commanding  officer.  He  left  the  vessel  at  9:45.  Com¬ 
manding  officer,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  N.  Bock, 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James  H.  Hume,  D.  D.  Knapp, 
gunner  s  mate,  left  the  ship  under  flag  of  truce  to  arrange  with 
commanding  officer  of  the  enemy  for  the  parole  of  our  men  captured. 
At.  12  meridian  a  military  expedition  composed  of  transports  Laurel 
Hill,  Rose  Hamilton ,  Nebraska ,  Illinois ,  Ohio  Belle ,  and  Pringle 
convoyed  by  U.  S.  S.  Kenwood,  passed  up  the  river.  At  11:30  the 
bearers  of  the  flag  of  truce  arrived  at  Louisiana  shore  abreast  of 
the  vessel  and  hailed  the  ship.  Sent  out  boat  and  brought  off  Actino- 
Mastei  s  Mate  IT.  N.  Bock,  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James 
H.  Hume,  and  Gunner  s  Mate  I).  D.  Knapp — commanding  officer 
having  gone  up  to  James’  plantation  with  Captain  James,  C.  S. 
Army,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

September  6.— At  12  midnight  got  ship  underway  and  stood  up 
the  river  At  12:30  a.  m.  arrived  at  James’  plantation;  went  into 
bank  and  hoisted  flag  of  truce,  and  made  fast  to  await  the  arrival 
of  our  men  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  and  paroled  by  the 
enemy.  At  3:30  they  arrived  and  reported  on  board,  viz,  John 
Henderson,  James  R,  Hewlitt,  Denis  Martin,  James  Callahan,  John 
Fitzgerald,  Thoma's  II  bite,  John  Kelly,  David  Jowbart,  H.  R.  Law- 
terman,  William  Roche,  Andrew  Murray,  Henry  King,  Cornelius 
O  Leary,  Janies  M.  Guthrie,  G.  Zwigler,  Timothy  O’Leary,  Ralph 
Ross,  and  James  A.  Robertson,  their  escort  returning.  Lying  at 
James  s  plantation.  At  5:30  a.  m.  the  merchant  steamer  Saratoga 
came  upstream,  hailed  us,  and  placed  on  board  dispatches  for  com¬ 
manding  officer.  Ordered  her  into  the  bank  and  placed  on  board  of 
her  five  passengers  for  Vicksburg.  She  then  cast  loose  and  stood  up 
river.  At  6:50  commanding  officer  returned  on  board.  At  7:15 
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cast  loose  from  the  bank,  flying  flag  of  truce,  and  stood  down  the 
river;  anchored  a  short  distance  above  our  station.  At  9:30  Acting 
Master  s  Mate  Bock>  in  charge  of  party  under  flag  of  truce,  went 
ashore  as  burial  party.  He  returned  at  11,  having  found  no  dead,  but 
picked  up  two  cartridge  boxes  and  one  cutlass.  At  2:30  p.  m.  U.  S. 
Navy  towboat  Wilson,  with  coal  barges  in  tow,  came  down  the  river. 
Commanding  officer  went  on  board  of  her  for  passage  down  the  river. 
At  3,  Captain  James,  C.  S.  Army,  in  charge  of  escort,  came  down 
the  bank  under  flag  of  truce  and  asked  for  assistance  to  bury  dead; 
sent  out  burial  party  in  charge  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
James  H.  Hume.  At  3:30  Captain  and  Lieutenant  James  came  on 
board  and  arranged  for  termination  of  the  truce  at  sundown.  At  4 
burial  party  returned  on  board,  having  buried  one  Confederate  sol¬ 
dier.  At  sunset  hauled  down  flag  of  truce.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Expended  2  5-second  shell  from  our  howitzer.  At  8:20  merchant 
steamer  Empress,  with  commanding  officer  on  board,  came  up  river, 
came  within  hail,  then  stood  on  up  river.  At  12:30  p.  m.  fired  1 
5-second  shell  from  port  broadside  howitzer  No.  5  into  the  woods  on 
the  Louisiana  side.  At  2:50  the  propeller  Buffalo  came  up  and 
alongside;  Acting  Ensign  Wells,  commanding  pro  tern.,  went  on 
board  of  her  and  had  an  interview  with  her  captain.  From  8  to  mid¬ 
night  :  Fired  into  the  woods  on  the  Louisiana  shore  from  port  broad¬ 
side  howitzer  at  intervals  during  the  watch  6  5-second  shrapnel  and 
5  5-second  shell.  At  11:30  merchant  steamer  James  White  came 
clown  the  river  and  hailed  us.  She  placed  on  board  of  us  the  major 
in  command  of  United  States  forces  at  Davis’s  Bend,  accompanied 
by  Sergeant  McDonald  and  4  contrabands. 

September  8. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  General  Price  came  up  the  river 
and  alongside.  Received  from  her  a  mail  and  dispatches.  Placed 
on  board  of  her  the  paroled  men ;  she  then  stood  up.  Upon  opening 
dispatches  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge  we  found  orders 
to  return  the  paroled  men.  We  hailed  the  Lyon.  She  rounded  to 
and  came  alongside  and  the  said  men  were  returned  on  board  our 
vessel  till  further  orders.  Firing  during  the  watch  into  the  woods 
on  the  Louisiana  shore,  expending  4  5-second  shrapnel  and  4  5-second 
shell,  howitzer  No.  6. 

Septe7nber  10. — At  5:20  a.  m.  steamer  Mary  E.  Forsyth  came  down 
and  hailed  us.  Sent  a  boat  to  her  and  brought  off  our  commanding 
officer.  At  9  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Shoak,  of  the  military  forces  stationed 
on  the  bend,  came  down  and  reported  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Cut-off.  Fired  one  shot  from  port  bow  howitzer  and 
hoisted  cornet  to  recall  working  party.  They  returned  and  we  got 
the  ship  underway  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  10:30  arrived 
abreast  of  the  blockhouse  at  Cut-off,  communicated  with  officer  in 
command,  and  finding  that  the  enemy  had  retired,  we  rounded  to  and 
stood  upstream.  At  4  p.  m.  arrived  at  James’  plantation,  when 
Captain  Glenney,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  went  on  shore.  At 
4:10  came  to  anchor  off  James’s  Landing  and  sent  gig  to  await  com¬ 
manding  officer’s  return.  At  5:30  he  returned  on  board.  At  6 
brought  Mr.  Kellogg  on  board.  Weighed  anchor  and  proceeded 
down  to  the  head  of  Hurricane  Island  and  anchored.  At  7  p.  m. 
James  R.  Hewlitt  was  placed  in  double  irons  for  mutinous  language. 

September  11. — At  6:30  a.  m.  the  army  tug  Rumsey  came  up  the 
river  and  alongside.  Acting  Master  N.  B.  Willets  came  on  board 
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and  assumed  command,  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney  being  placed 
under  arrest.  At  9  the  officers  were  assembled  on  the  quarter  deck, 
when  Acting  Master  N.  B.  Millets  read  his  orders  to  them,  placing 
him  in  command  of  this  vessel.  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney  was 
placed  under  arrest  and  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  Division 
Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge.  At  11  James  R.  Hewlitt  was  released 
from  irons  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer.  At  10 : 30  inspected 
crew  at  quarters  and  general  muster,  when  Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mil¬ 
lets  read  his  orders  to  the  crew,  taking  command  of  this  vessel. 

September  19. — At  9  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  the  river. 
At  9:15  arrived  off  Ion  plantation ;  landed  and  sent  a  party  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Male  Cronin  to  examine  the  house.  He 
returned  on  board  and  reported  some  of  the  furniture  remaining  in 
the  house,  and  one  Frank  M.  Thomason.  He  returned  under  orders 
to  bring  said  Thomason  on  board.  On  returning  to  the  vessel,  dis¬ 
covered  Mr.  James  coming  in  under  a  flag  of  truce;  arrested  him  and 
brought  him  aboard  and  placed  him  under  sentry’s  charge  by  order 
of  commanding  officer.  At  10  left  the  bank  and  anchored  abreast 
the  landing.  At  11:30  the  New  National  came  down  and  alongside. 
Sent  on  board  of  her  Mr.  James  and  Mr.  Thomason,  to  be  delivered 
to  Commander  Selfridge  at  Natchez.  At  12:45  New  National  stood 
down  the  river.  At  1:30  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  over  to 
J ames’s  Landing.  Destroyed  the  buildings  on  Ion  plantation  by  fire. 
At  2:  30  left  landing  and  stood  down  the  river.  Fired  3  5-second 
shell  into  the  rear  of  the  buildings  at  some  cavalry  discovered  a  mile 
distant. 

September  21. — At  12:30  p.  m.  arrived  at  James’  Landing.  Set 
Mr.  James  ashore,  then  stood  down  the  river.  At  2  arrived  at  the 
cut-off,  rounded  to  and  made  fast  to  shore.  Major - ,  command¬ 

ing  post,  came  on  board  and  had  an  interview  with  commanding 
officer. 

October  26. — Underway  upstream.  At  4:30  p.  m.  fired  6  30- 
pounder  Parrott  5-second  shell  and  2  howitzer  shell  at  the  woods 
in  the  locality  of  a  reported  rebel  battery.  At  5:40  anchored  off 
Grand  Gulf. 

November  lh — At  10  a.  nr.  rounded  to  off  St.  Joseph  and  proceeded 
upstream.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  expended  1  24-pounder  shrapnel  by  order 
of  commanding  officer.  At  3 : 30  rounded  to  at  head  of  Bio-  Black 
Island  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  6 : 15  passed  Grand  Gulf.  At 
7  rounded  to  and  proceeded  up  river.  At  9:30  arrived  in  sight  of 
Big  Black  Island;  saw  the  steamer  Grey  Eagle  lying  at  the  bank 
wooding;  rounded  to  and  proceeded  slowly  down,  waiting  to  convoy 
her  past  Grand  Gulf.  At  10: 15  resigned  charge  of  the  deck  to  E.  P. 
Nellis,  acting  ensign  and  executive  officer.  At  11:15  was  notified 
by  IT.  II.  Elliott,  pilot,  the  pilot  on  watch,  that  Mr.  Nellis  could  not 
be  found;  went  on  deck,  and  after  careful  search  found  that  Acting 
Ensign  E.  P.  Nellis  and  Acting  Master  D.  AV.  Glenney  had  deserted 
the  ship,  taking  with  them  a  skiff  which  was  towing  on  the  starboard 
side.  Reported  immediately  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  called 
all  hands  to  quarters  and  examined  batteries  and  small  arms,  and 
found  all  present  with  the  above  exceptions  and  one  Colt’s  revolver, 
Navy,  taken  by  E.  P.  Nellis,  executive  .officer,  when  deserting  the  ship. 
Batteries  and  small  arms  reported  ready  for  action  in  six  minutes. 
Lying  at  anchor  below  Grand  Gulf. 
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November  5. — At  3  a.  m.  the  skiff  in  which  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
I).  W.  Glenney  and  Acting  Ensign  Nellis  deserted  the  vessel  drifted 
down  the  river  foul  of  the  Vin-di cato'ds  wheel  (starboard).  Brought 
it  alongside  and  made  it  fast. 

November  12.) — At  11  a.  m.  stood  up  river  till  off  Bruinsburg, 
and  hearing  that  there  were  rebels  in  the  vicinity,  shelled  the  woods 
above  Bruinsburg,  expending  9  Parrott  cartridges  (3J  pounds),  9 
30-pounder  Parrott  shell,  7  5-second.,  and  2  10-second,  and  10  24- 
pounder  shell,  howitzer.  At  12  meridian  rounded  to,  stood  down¬ 
stream,  firing  from  our  bow  1  5-second  Parrott  shell  in  the  rear  of 
the  levee  on  Louisiana  side  of  the  river  opposite  Bruinsburg.  Ex¬ 
pended  1  30-pounder  Parrott  shell,  5-second,  1  31-pound  cartridge. 

December  23. — At  12:45  p.  m.  was  hailed  from  Louisiana  shore, 
bent  a  boat  and  brought  off  a  member  of  Lieutenant  Knowles’s  scouts  ; 
he  reported  himself  and  28  others  cut  off  and  closely  pursued  by 
Harrison’s  command  while  on  an  expedition  inland.  Hove  up  anchor, 
stood  over  to  the  Mississippi  shore,  and  landed.  While  there  saw 
two  more  of  Knowles’s  party  on  the  Louisiana  side.  Cast  off  [from] 
Mississippi  side,  steamed  across,  and  landed  at  Coffee  Point,  where 
we  received  on  board  Lieutenant  Knowles  and  15  of  his  men,  with 
their  horses  and  equipments.  At  2  cast  loose  from  the  bank  and  stood 
slowly  downstream,  reconnoitering.  At  3  a  steamer  reported  in 
sight  coming  up ;  went  to  quarters.  Steamer  proved  to  be  the  Mus¬ 
tang ,  belonging  to  the  command.  Hounded  to,  went  alongside,  and 
placed  the  lieutenant  and  his  party  on  board  with  their  equipments. 
At  3 : 30  the  Mustang  cast  loose  and  stood  down  the  river,  we  steaming 
up.  At  4  arrived  at  Grand  Gulf.  At  7 : 15  p.  m.  were  hailed  from 
the  Louisiana  shore  by  3  men  of  Knowles’s  scouts.  Landed  and  took 
them  on  board.  At  8  the  Mustang  came  alongside,  placed  the  3  men 
taken  on  board  of  Knowles’s  command.  The  Mustang  then  dropped 
astern  of  us  and  anchored. 

December  21^. — At  9  a.  m.  the  Mustang  landed  opposite  Bruinsburg. 
We  rounded  to,  covering  her  landing,  she  sending  out  a  scouting 
party.  At  10  commenced  shelling  the  woods  to  dislodge  the  rebels, 
who  were  secreted  there,  expending  7  Parrott  shell,  No.  1  gun;  6  Par- 
Tott  shell,  No.  4  gun;  9  24-pounder  shell,  No.  5  gun,  port;  4  24- 
pounder  shell,  No.  6  gun,  port. 

December  26. — -At  4:15  p.  m.  landed  at  Hard  Times.  Mr.  Wells, 
executive  officer,  went  on  shore  and  captured  J.  D.  Bow,  private  in 
Cameron’s  command,  rebel  Army. 

December  30. — Lying  at  anchor  at  Grand  Gulf.  At  9  p.  m.  a 
heavy  gale  sprang  up  from  the  south  and  east  and  shifted  suddenly  to 
the  northward,  accompanied  by  rain,  causing  us  to  drag  anchor  into 
the  Mississippi  side  of  the  river.  Struck  a  snag  at  the  bank,  the  hull 
filling  with  water  in  ten  minutes.  (The  Magnet  having  cast  off, 
dropped  her  anchor,  also  went  into  the  bank  below  us.)  Crew  em¬ 
ployed  in  removing  stores,  arms,  and  equipments  from  the  vessel  to 
the  Magnet.  At  11 :50  she  anchored  off  bar,  Louisiana  side. 

December  31. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  The  greater  part  of  the  crew 
employed  in  removing  stores,  etc.,  to  the  steamer  Magnet ,  at  anchor 
off  bar  on  the  Louisiana  side.  Pickets  stationed  on  shore.  Dis¬ 
mounted  the  2  24-pounder  howitzers  forward.  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Em¬ 
ployed  in  dismounting  and  transporting  4  24-pounder  howitzers. 
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broadside  guns,  forward.  At  8  the  Magnet  came  alongside  and  we 
placed  the  6  24-pounder  howitzers  on  board  of  her,  leaving  the  2 
30-pounder  Parrott  rifles  on  board  the  sunken  vessel,  spiking  them. 
Mustered  crew  on  board  the  Magnet  and  found  George  Hanes,  lands¬ 
man,  missing;  supposed  to  have  deserted  the  vessel  when  she  struck. 
At  the  time  the  vessel  commenced  dragging  we  Avorked  ahead  with 
the  engines  with  all  the  steam  we  had.  In  about  ten  minutes  after 
the  storm  first  struck  us  we  parted  our  chain  and  Avent  ashore. 


CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  GAIN'D  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Johnston ,  C.  >S.  Army , 
regarding  transfer  of  men  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy. 

Richmond,  Ya.,  March  22, 1861. 

General:  To  man  efficiently  and  at  once  the  \7essels  of  the  NaA^y 
it  has  become  necessary  to  transfer  1,200  men  from  the  Armies.  To 
this  end  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy  has  detailed  officers  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  each  Army  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  and  designating  the  men  so  to  be  transferred.  From  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  170  men  will  be  designated,  whom  you  are 
requested  to  transfer  to  the  Navy  upon  the  Avritten  request  of  the 
naval  officer  sent  to  your  command,  and  under  his  direction  to  send 
150  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  20  to  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

You  will  please  forward  a  list  of  the  men  so  transferred  to  this 
office  without  delay. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

[The  same,  mutatis  mutandis ,  to  Longstreet,  Maury,  and  Polk. 
Army  of  East  Tennessee,  80  men  to  go  to  Kinston,  N.'  C. ;  District 
of  the  Gulf,  55  men  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  Army  of  Alabama,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  East  Louisiana,  55  men  to  Columbus,  Ga.] 


Letter  from  Captain  Thompson ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Pmchett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Red  Fork  Bayou,  May  3 ,  186  L 

a  SlViT1lis  wil1  be  Presentecl  to  you  by  First  Lieutenant  James  M 
Arnold,  of  my  command,  who  is  authorized  to  propose  to  you  an  ex¬ 
change  of  prisoners.  I  have  in  my  possession  one  commissioned 
officer  and  10  men,  members  of  the  Seventy-seA7enth  Ohio  Regiment. 
One  of  these,  Lieutenant  Arnold,  is  authorized  to  exchange  for  Wil- 
liaru  Sam,  a  private  of  my  command,  captured  by  your  forces  on 
the  30th  ultimo. 

I  haAre  been  informed  that  you  haA7e  threatened  to  take  no  prisoners 
from  my  command.  I  hope  for  the  honor  of  what  was  once  our  com¬ 
mon  country  that  I  have  been  misinformed,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my 
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duty,  however,  under  the  circumstances,  to  inform  you  that  my  com¬ 
mand  has  been  organized  regularly  under  the  laws  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  is  operating  here  by  direct  authority  from  General  E. 
Kirby  Smith,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department;  and  that 
1  shall  not  hesitate  to  proceed  to  any  extremity  in  retaliation  upon 
the  prisoners  who  are  now  or  who  may  hereafter  fall  into  my  hands 
for  the  protection  of  the  men  under  my  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
7  ,  Keg.  H.  Thompson, 

G aptain ,  Commanding  Confederate  Forces ,  Desha  County. 

Captain  Prichett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces ,  Big  Island. 


Reports  of  Colonel  Greene ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  against 
F ederal  gunboats  and  transports  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Brigade, 

Yellow  Bend,  on  Mississippi  River, 

At  Adair's,  10  miles  above  Gaines  Landing ,  May  26, 1864.. 

Major:  I  made  my  bivouac  at  sunset  yesterday  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  and  placed  my  guns  in  position.  No  boats  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  until  10  p.  m.,  when  three  gunboats  passed  up.  At  10  o’clock  I 
learned  that  a  yawl  could  be  got  on  Island  No.  78,  which  determined 
me  to  shape  my  plans  for  boarding.  Everything  was  arranged  but 
it  was  impossible  to  get  the  boat  out  before  9  o’clock  this  morning. 
A  transport  lay  near  the  other  bank,  which  was  my  object.  It  has 
since  changed  position,  but  I  have  strong  hopes  that  I  will  find  its 
whereabouts.  Having  this  end  in  view,  I  desisted  from  attacking 
passing  boats  to-day.  Two  large  transports,  convoyed  by  the  largest 
ironclad  on  the  river,  and  another  gunboat  went  down  to-day.  Both 
of  the  transports  were  heavily  loaded  and  had  40  or  50  troops  on 
board.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  is  ignorant  of  my  whereabouts. 
I  made  a  feint  at  Gaines  Landing  and  near  Columbia,  which  caused 
the  enemy  to  assemble  two  fleets  at  those  places,  and  then  I  moved  up 
Clay  Bayou  and  struck  the  river  above,  crossing  Boggy  Bayou. 
Four  gunboats  (one  the  ironclad  Carondelet )  shelled  the  landing  for 
five  hours.  They  were  similarly  engaged  near  Columbia. 

I  have  intelligence  of  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy  on  the  24th. 
The  first  gunboat  I  attacked  was  so  disabled  as  to  require  the  help  of 
a  towboat.  She  got  to  Napoleon  yesterday,  pierced  in  six  places  and 
badly  damaged  by  shell  in  her  cabins.  My  second  attack  on  the 
transports  riddled  them  and  caused  them  to  be  burned.  In  the 
fourth  attack  the  marine  boat  Diana  was  seriously  hurt,  and  some 
damage  done  to  the  mosquito  gunboat.  In  the  third  attack  the  large 
new  transport  (name  forgotten)  was  so  much  injured  that  she  filled 
and  careened  over  and  was  hauled  to  the  east  bank.  In  the  fifth 
and  last  fight  the  gunboat  Romeo ,  No.  3,  was  as  roughly  handled  as 
the  first.  She  was  struck  fifteen  times.  Quite  an  alarm  extended 
to  the  upper  river,  and  the  enemy  has  assembled  a  formidable  fleet, 
among  which  are  the  monitors  Carondelet  and  Benton. 
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It  will  be  impracticable  to  cross  Cypress  without  a  bridge,  nor  is  it 
eligible.  The  lines  of  retreat  about  Gaines  Landing  are  not  as  good 
as  below  that  point,  the  Magon  being  full  and  without  bridges 
or  boats.  There  is  but  one  practicable  speedy  outlet.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  point  of  rendezvous  should  be  at  or  near  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage,  where  I  am  informed  corn  can  be  obtained;  at  least  there  is 
more  on  the  Macon  than  here,  where  there  is  hardly  any.  From  that 
position  I  could  operate  down  to  Lakeport  Landing  and  up  to 
Gaines  Landing  safely  and  rapidly.  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  a  party  be  sent  at  once  to  the  vicinity  named  to  ascertain  what 
forage  can  be  obtained. 

Pratt’s  battery  has  only  three  rounds  of  solid  shot  left  to  the  gun. 
It  is  therefore  impracticable  for  me  to  engage  gunboats.  Shell  with¬ 
out  fuze  can  be  used  against  transports. 

******* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Colton  Greene, 
Colonel ,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Major  H.  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


P.  S. — The  main  fleet  passed  down  the  river  toward  Lakeport 
Landing  yesterday  at  11  o’clock  *  *  *. 


C.  G. 


Report  of  Colonel  Greene ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  operations  against 
TJ .  S.  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines  Landing  and  Columbia 
Landing ,  Ark.,  including  the  capture  of  transport  Clara  Eames. 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Brigade, 
Smith's  Plantation ,  J±l-2  Miles  Above  Sunnyside ,  May  30,  186 Jj. 
Major:  In  my  last  I  reported  that  we  attacked  a  transport  yester¬ 
day  afternoon.  She  was  more  disabled  than  I  had  supposed,  and 
was  towed  off  by  a  gunboat.  This  morning  at  daylight  I  attacked 
a  transport  ( Clara  Eames),  cut  her  escape  pipe,  penetrated  her 
boilers,  putting  in  IT  shots  in  all.  She  surrendered  and  came  to 
shore.  Her  cargo  was  cotton.  All  the  light  articles  were  removed 
from  her — everything  of  value.  I  then  made  arrangements  to  sig¬ 
nal  a  coming  boat  with  a  view  of  capturing  her.  This  craft  proved 
to  be  a  gunboat,  which  I  engaged,  and  burned  the  transport.  I  send 
you  13  or  15  prisoners;  an  officer  will  report  the  exact  number,  etc. 
I  am  still  engaging  a  gunboat.  Four  others  have  just  appeared  in 
sight.  I  shall  amuse  them  and  then  move  rapidly  to  Columbia.  3J 
miles  above.  By  this  movement  I  will  concentrate  the  enemy’s  fleet 
at  this  point,  which  is  18  miles  by  water  to  Columbia. 

I  learn  from  the  captain  of  the  boat — a  person  whom  I  have  long 
known  and  who  is  reliable— that  Smith’s  division  is  at  Vicksburg, 
■where  a  large  fleet  of  transports  was  assembled.  It  was  not  known 
when  the  troops  would  come  up. 

I  regret  again  to  inform  you  that  the  artillery  ammunition  is 
nearly  exhausted.  There  are  only  12  rifle  shell,  6  solid  smoothbore, 
and  30  shell  for  howitzers.  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do 
anything  unless  I  am  supplied  at  once. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


805 


Great  credit  is  due  to  Captain  Pratt  for  the  skillful  management 
of  his  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Major  H.  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Colton  Greene, 

C olonel ,  Commanding  Brigade. 


There  were  3  killed  and  1  wounded  on  the  boat. 


Report  of  Colonel  Greene,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  operations  of 
Mannaduke  s  brigade  on  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  May  23  to  June  2, 1861h 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Brigade, 

In,  the  Field ,  June  8 ,  186 j. 

Major:  I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  on  the  Mississippi  River  between  the  23d 
ultimo  and  2d  inst.  On  the  23cl  ultimo  I  marched  from  Leather- 
man’s,  on  Bayou  Mason  [Macon],  with  Greene’s  regiment,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Crabtree,  and  Pratt’s  battery,  at  sunset,  and 
bivouacked  at  Campbell’s,  near  Gaines  Landing.  At  daylight  of 
the  24th  I  put  the  battery  in  position  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  and  formed  its  support  under  cover  of  the  levee  50  yards  in  the 
rear.  At  sunrise  I  attacked  a  gunboat,  and  after  an  engagement  of 
thirty-five  minutes  drove  it  off  badly  disabled.  It  was  towed  up  to 
Napoleon,  seriously  damaged.  I  then  moved  down  the  river  rapidly 
and  took  position  at  Daniel  Sessions’  plantation  and  immediately 
attacked  two  transports  coming  up  the  river.  They  were  disabled 
in  a  short  time,  turned  back,  got  around  a  bend,  were  on  fire,  and 
■were  burned,  as  I  am  informed,  a  few  hours  afterwards.  Lawther’s 
regiment  coming  down,  I  detached  one  section  and  moved  on  with 
four  pieces  to  Columbia.  Lawther  engaged  a  transport  and  gun¬ 
boat,  which,  passing  down,  came  upon  my  battery.  The  transport 
was  armed  with  one  18-pounder  Parrott.  I  opened  on  her,  riddled 
her  upper  wTorks,  and  penetrated  her  hull.  She  filled,  careened  over, 
and  made  for  the  other  bank  out  of  range,  disabled. 

I  now  marched  with  the  full  battery  and  Lawther’s  and  Greene’s 
regiments  to  Leland’s,  14  miles  below.  This  position  was  an  exposed 
one.  We  went  into  battery  and  waited  the  enemy’s  approach.  He 
came  down  in  line  of  battle,  crescent-shaped,  with  two  marine  boats, 
one  gunboat,  and  a  transport.  I  engaged  the  fleet,  which  held  its 
position,  maneuvering  for  near  two  hours,  when  it  passed  on.  The 
gunboat  was  disabled,  the  marine  boat  Diana,  roughly  handled,  with 
many  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  transport  penetrated  in  many 
places. 

Once  more  I  limbered  up  and  moved  in  a  gallop  back  to  Columbia; 
went  into  battery  there,  and  at  once  engaged  the  gunboat  Romeo. 
She  was  quickly  disposed  of;  struck  seventeen  times;  greatly  dam¬ 
aged  ;  got  out  of  the  way  and  has  not  since  made  its  appearance  be¬ 
fore  my  batteries. 
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Before  leaving  camp  on  Bayou  Magon  I  sent  Captain  Jacobs,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  Fourth  Regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  40  men,  down  the 
river  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  and  with  orders  to  board  a  transport 
if  opportunity  offered.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  operations 
herein  reported  he  seized  a  yawl  near  Ford’s  landing  and  successfully 
boarded  and  captured  the  steamer  Lebanon ,  upon  which  he  found 
large  quantities  of  goods,  stores,  etc.  He  burned  the  boat. 

After  the  second  engagement  at  Columbia  I  bivouacked  at  Sanders, 
on  the  river,  and  marched  at  2  o’clock  that  night  back  to  Gaines 
Landing.  There  I  found  three  gunboats,  which  I  avoided  engaging 
for  want  of  ammunition,  but  whose  fire  I  drew  by  sharpshooters 
while  I  moved  my  column  by  a  circuitous  road  and  struck  the  river 
10  miles  above.  This  occupied  the  day  of  the  25th,  upon  which  no 
transports  appeared. 

On  the  26th  I  attacked  a  large  transport  in  sight  of  a  gunboat. 
Struck  her  several  times,  but  am  not  informed  of  the  damage  done 
her.  On  the  same  day  I  received  an  order  from  you  to  return  to 
camp,  which  I  reached  that  night.  On  the  27th  I  marched  with  the 
brigade  to  Parker’s,  on  Bayou  Magon. 

On  the  28th  encamped  on  Old  River  Lake,  near  Ditch  Bayou.  On 
the  29th  I  moved  with  Burbridge’s,  Jeffers’,  and  Kitchen’s  regiments 
to  Smith’s  plantation,  4  miles  above  Sunnyside,  on  the  Mississippi, 
and  immediately  attacked  a  passing  transport,  which  was  struck 
many  times  but  got  safely  off. 

At  daybreak  on  the  30th  I  attacked  the  transport  Clara  Eames, 
cut  her  escape  pipe,  and  penetrated  her  boiler.  She  made  signs  of 
distress,  came  ashore,  and  surrendered.  She  was  loaded  with  cotton. 
I  stripped  her  of  everything  valuable  and,  two  marine  boats  coming 
in  sight,  burned  her  to  the  water’s  edge.  I  brought  off  15  prisoners 
and  7  negroes. 

I  at  once  engaged  the  marine  boats  and,  after  a  short  action,  drove 
them  back  to  their  station  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  An  hour 
after  I  fired  into  a  transport,  doing  her  little  damage  for  want  of 
proper  ammunition.  An  ironclad  now  came  up  and  shelled  my  posi¬ 
tion  for  some  time.  I  did  not  reply  with  my  guns,  but  forced  her  to 
long  range  with  sharpshooters.  On  the  same  night  I  returned  to 
camp. 

On  the  31st  a  detachment  of  Cabell’s  brigade,  with  Hughey’s  four- 
gun  battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  Monroe,  was  ordered  by  you  to 
report  to  me.  During  the  night  of  the  31st  I  posted  Lawther’s  regi¬ 
ment  at  Smith’s  plantation,  with  instructions  to  fire  into  the  enemy 
while  I  moved  with  Monroe’s  command,  Greene’s  regiment,  and 
Pratt’s  battery  to  Columbia.  Monroe  supported  the  batteries. 
Greene’s  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 
covered  the  approach  at  Luna. 

Early  on  the  1st  instant  I  attacked  the  gunboat  Exchange.  The 
action  was  short.  She  was  badly  disabled  in  her  hull  and  boilers  and 
with  difficulty  got  to  the  east  bank  above,  out  of  range,  where  she  lay 
crippled  until  towed  off.  No  other  boats  appeared  in  the  river  that 
day.  Lawther  successfully  amused  two  gunboats  below,  which  an¬ 
chored  off  and  shelled  him  all  day.  At  daylight,  June  2,  I  engaged 
the  marine  boat  Adams,  one  gunboat,  and  a  transport.  They  made 
no  fight  of  consequence;  were  often  struck,  but  passed  on.  Soon 
after  the  ironclad  Benton  or  Louisville  [the  Monarch ],  a  formidable 
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looking  craft,  hove  in  sight,  lashed  broadside  to  a  large  transport.  I 
posted  sharpshooters  on  the  bank  and  at  once  opened  five  on  the  trans¬ 
port.  The  ironclad  fired  but  two  shells,  when  she  was  forced  to  close 
her  ports  by  reason  of  the  heavy  fire  of  the  sharpshooters.  She  cut 
loose  from  the  transport,  fell  back  a  mile,  and  shelled  us  with  64- 
pounder  rifles,  doing  no  damage.  The  transport  was  badly  hurt. 
Again  the  marine  boat  Adams ,  two  gunboats,  and  one  transport  ap¬ 
peared.  They  were  engaged,  but  cautiously  kept  on  the  other  bank, 
snowing  no  inclination  to  fight.  They  were  struck  often.  I  now 
returned  to  camp.  On  the  3d  and  4th  no  boats  appeared.  The  river 
was  blockaded. 

In  these  actions  I  engaged  21  boats  of  all  descriptions,  of  which  5 
gunboats  and  marine  boats  were  disabled,  5  transports  badly  damaged, 
1  sunk,  2  burned,  and  2  captured.  My  loss  was  one  subaltern  and  5 
privates  slightly  wounded.  No  guns  or  horses  were  hit.  Captain 
Pratt,  commanding  battery,  deserves  especial  mention  for  his  uniform 
skill,  coolness,  and  courage.  Captain  Hughey  was  particularly  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  action  with  the  gunboat  Exchange.  The  support  to  the 
batteries  behaved  with  their  accustomed  bravery.  The  gallantry  and 
enterprise  of  Captain  John  W.  Jacobs,  Company  F,  Fourth  Regiment, 
can  not  be  too  highly  praised.  This  officer  has  on  all  occasions  ex¬ 
hibited  marked  ability  and  distinguished  courage. 

These  operations  have  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  block¬ 
ading  or  seriously  interrupting  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
River  with  field  artillery.  I  venture  the  opinion  that  with  18  and  24 
pounder  rifles  no  boat  could  safely  pass  a  battery,  except  an  ironclad. 
In  every  instance  except  one  my  guns  were  without  protection ;  were 
run  right  up  to  the  edge  of  the  bank.  The  effect  of  the  enemy’s  fire 
is  shown  in  the  damage  done  me.  That  serious  injury  has  been  in¬ 
flicted  upon  him  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  after  the  first  day’s 
fighting  few  or  no  boats  passed  without  eonvoys — now  none,  except 
the  fleet  under  Major-General  Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  Colton  Greene, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Major  H.  Ewing, 

A  ssis  tant  A  dju  tant-  G  emir  a  l. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Buford ,  TJ .  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Shelby ,  G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  prisoners,  and  referring  to 
burning  of  steamer  Mariner. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena ,  July  8,  186 A 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  is  received  by  the  hands 
of  Captain  Dorsey,  who  has  released  at  my  picket  post  Captain 
Hickey,  Paymaster  Sims,  and  Master’s  Mate  Wild,  who  will  proceed 
to  report  to  Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  their  commander,  and  who 
will  doubtless  observe  the  terms  of  their  parole  or  comply  with  the 
alterations  of  its  terms.  At  this  time  I  have  in  custody  several  offi¬ 
cers  and  soldiers,  all  of  whom  I  hold  as  prisoners  of  war.  Lieutenant 
Casteel  and  five  other  prisoners  are  treated  exactly  as  the  others, 
with  the  exception  that  special  precautions  are  taken  every  night  to 
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prevent  their  escape,  while  I  await  an  answer  to  my  communication 
to  higher  authorities  concerning  them.  I  shall  do  no  act  to  increase 
the  accessories  of  the  state  of  war.  I  ask  no  better  treatment  of  any 
prisoners  of  ours  who  fall  into  your  hands  than  I  give  to  them  in 
custody  here.  On  the  night  of  the  2d  of  July  the  steamer  Mariner , 
which  was  high  and  dry  aground  on  a  bar  near  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Francis  River,  was  burned  by  a  pa^  of  soldiers,  and  it  is  re¬ 
ported  to  me  they  were  commanded  by  Captain  McCoy,  and  that 
some  of  them  wore  our  uniforms,  and  that  they  reported  the  boat 
was  burned  by  your  orders.  This  boat  was  private  property  and 
had  no  public  stores  on  board.  It  had  been  aground  thirty  days. 
If  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  and  just  to  retaliate  on  private 
property  for  this  act  by  the  torch,  you  can  readily  imagine  the 
desolation  that  would  ensue. 

I  trust  it  will  never  be  my  fortune  to  engage  in  acts  that  produce 
no  other  result  than  to  increase  the  horrors  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  Buford, 

Brigadier- General ,  G ommanding. 

Brigadier-General  Jo.  O.  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army. 


[Telegram.] 


Meridian,  July  19 ,  186 If. 

General  Lee  directs  that  you  send  to  General  Kirby  Smith,  by 
special  courier,  the  following  dispatch: 

Bolivar  County,  Miss.,  July  12,  18  6 If. 

Large  fleet  of  transports,  convoyed  by  eight  gunboats,  are  coming  down  White 
and  Arkansas  rivers.  This  is  supposed  to  be  General  Steele’s  entire  force.  Six 
boats  lay  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  yesterday.  Of  their  movements,  in 
whatever  direction,  you  will  be  promptly  informed. 

J.  C.  S.  Blackburn, 
Captain  Cavalry  Company. 

P.  Ellis,  Jr., 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 

Colonel  J.  S.  Scott  or 

Colonel  D.  Gober, 

Clinton ,  La. 

) 


Letter '  from-  Lieutenant- General  Taylor ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  General 
Smith  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  crossing  the 
Mississippi  bettoeen  Red  River  and  Vicksburg  in  view  of  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  U.  S.  gunboats. 

Harrisonburg,  August  18,  1861f. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  dispatched  the  War 
Department  to  the  effect  that  I  consider  the  crossing  of  any  consid¬ 
erable  body  of  troops  impossible.  Accurate  observations  have  been 
made  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  between  Red  River  and  Vicksburg, 
and  from  the  strictness  of  the  guard  maintained  no  success  can  be 
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anticipated.  Later  in  the  season,  when  the  Mississippi  has  attained 
its  lowest  stage,  troops  may  be  crossed  above  Vicksburg  near  Paw 
Paw  Island,  where  many  difficulties  to  navigation  occur.  I  consider 
that  the  bare  attempt  to  cross,  almost  certain  to  result  in  failure, 
will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  troops,  as  many  desertions  will  occur. 
Meantime  not  only  the  troops  to  be  crossed  are  kept  idle,  but  all  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  assisting  the  movement.  These  might  certainly 
be  of  some  service  elsewhere  in  this  department,  I  shall  push  for¬ 
ward  the  troops  to  the  vicinity  of  the  river  and  use  every  exertion  and 
precaution  to  insure  success,  but  I  hope  the  receipt  of  my  dispatch 
will  induce  the  War  Department  to  countermand  the  order. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor, 

Lieutenant-General. 

General  E.  K.  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 


Letter  from  B.  P.  Van  Court  to  Major-General  Price,  C.  S.  Army , 
regarding  the  strength  of  secret  order  in  Missouri.. 

Shreveport,  August  26,  186 j. 

I  left  St.  Louis  August  2 ;  was  detained  by  low  water  several  days. 
Arrived  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  day  after  Empress  was  fired 
into;  detained  there  until  two  other  boats  arrived.  Then  were  con¬ 
voyed  by  a  monitor  and  two  gunboats  50  miles  below  Gaines  Landing. 
I  then  concluded  to  go  to  New  Orleans  and  get  olf  on  way  up.  Left 
New  Orleans  August  16,  at  2  a.  m. ;  was  left  in  middle  of  Mississippi 
River  on  two  planks  and  a  paddle,  above  Lake  Providence.  I  joined 
secret  society  in  St,  Louis.  I  do  not  think  you  can  rely  on  much 
aid  from  Illinois,  etc.,  in  case  you  march  into  Missouri;  yet,  the 
order  in  Missouri  will  aid  you  and  fully  post  you  up  should  you  go  to 
Missouri.  Many  of  the  militia  companies  are  entirely  under  the 
control  of  said  order,  and  I  am  fully  satisfied  there  has  never  been 
or  will  be  a  better  time  to  redeem  Missouri  than  the  present.  The 
militia  are  armed,  and  I  am  fully  satisfied  thousands  of  them  will 
join  your  army  as  soon  as  you  come  within  any  reasonable  distance 
of  them.  There  are  several  thousand  that  may  join  you  from  Illinois 
and  Iowa,  yet  full  dependence  can  not  be  placed.  It  is  not  known 
how  many  members  the  order  has  in  Missouri.  I  do  not  believe  they 
exceeded  when  I  left  over  15,000  or  20,000,  yet  they  all  have  their 
influence  and  control  the  militia  as  far  as  possible.  I  would  say  it 
seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  all  parties  that,  with  a  respectable  force 
(from  15,000  to  20,000  men),  you  could  take  or  redeem  the  State. 
I  never  knew  public  opinion  to  change  as  fast  as  it  has  for  the  past 
year  in  favor  of  peace.  Editor  of  New  Orleans  Picayune  said  he 
saw  a  dispatch  frony  Yankees  at  Mobile  Bay  to  Naval  Department, 
New  Orleans,  in  which  they  state  they  attacked  Fort  Morgan,  and 
that  our  guns  reserved  fire  until  land  force  got  within  300  yards  of 
fort,  when  we  opened  fire  and  killed  3,800,  besides  the  wounded.  I 
believe  the  above  to  be  true.  If  not  true,  then  little  dependence  can 
be  placed  in  positive  assertions.  The  boat  I  came  on  was  so  watched 
or  guarded  that  I  could  fetch  nothing  off  the  boat  with  me.  I  was 
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detained  two  days  by  sickness  since  I  left  the  river.  Would  have 
come  via  Camden,  but  was  informed  at  river  you  had  certainly 
started  for  Missouri. 

Yours,  truly,  etc.  B.  P.  Van  Court. 

[General  Sterling  Price.] 

P.  S. — If  I  think  of  anything  new  will  write  on  Monday. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Grant ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  Assistant  Paymaster 
McKean ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  deserters  from  C.  S.  S.  Missouri. 

C.  S.  S.  Missouri,  September  15 , 186 If. 
Sir:  A.  Infernous,  J.  Greenhoff,  and  John  Babbott  have  this  day 
been  declared  deserters  from  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully, 

Alex.  Grant,  Jr., 

Lieutenant ,  in  charge  Naval  Defenses  "Western  Louisiana. 
Assistant  Paymaster  E.  McKean,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Acting  Master  Alexander ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Assistant  Pay¬ 
master  McKean ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  negro. 

C.  S.  S.  Cotton,  September  21 , 186 If. 

Sir:  The  negro  boy  Phil,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Pickett,  has  been 
returned  home  by  order  of  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter. 

Respectfully,  etc. 

E.  Alexander, 

Acting  Master ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  in  charge  C.  S.  S.  Cotton. 
Assistant  Paymaster  E.  McKean,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Mobile,  November  2,  186 If. 

Information  received  states  that  on  25th  October  four  double- 
turreted  monitors,  one  ironclad,  and  Admiral  Porter’s  flagship,  also 
three  propellers,  rigged  with  masts,  passed  town  of  Commerce,  Miss., 
destination  supposed  to  be  Mobile. 

D.  H.  Maury, 

M  ajor- General. 

General  S.  Cooper. 
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Page. 

Abandoned  property.  General  order  of  S.  P.  Lee .  761 

Abbott,  J.  Gurley.  Mentioned .  253 

Abeona,  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  762-764,768 

Abraham,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  290,  301,  319, 460,  554,  692,  730,  749 

Ackley,  Charles.  Mentioned .  424 

Acklin,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  261 

Acklin’s  (Ackland’s)  plantation.  Mentioned .  474 

Adams,  B.  C.  Mentioned .  192 

Adams,  B.  J.,  U.  S.  S.  See  B.  J.  Adams,  V.  S.  S. 

Adams,  Charles  W. 

General  orders .  362 

Mentioned .  353,361,432 

Adams,  Fort,  Miss.  See  Fort  Adams,  Miss. 

Adams,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  84 

Adams,  Wirt. 

Correspondence  with 

Polk,  L .  260 

Scott,  J.  S .  399 

Shelby,  J.  0 .  431,432 

Report  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at  Yazoo  City, 

Miss.,  April  21,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22, 1864. .  259,  260 

Adamson,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  711 

Ad.  Hines,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  10 

Adriatic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130 

Agan,  John.  Mentioned . 782 

Alabama,  Northern.  Operations  in,  October  12-29,  1864.  Report  of 

R.  S.  Granger .  596 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Cavalry— Regiments:  7th, 

686;  J.  E.  Forrest’s  (Wisdom’s),  213. 

Alden,  James  M. 

Relieved  of  duty  in  Mississippi  Squadron  and  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads, 

Va .  575 

Report  of  court  of  enquiry,  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City .  421 

Alexander,  Mr.  Mentioned . 349 

Alexander,  A.  J.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Wilson,  James  H. 

Alexander,  E.  Correspondence  with  E.  McKean .  810 

Alexandria,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  317,319,329,474,554,692,730,749 

Alexandria,  La.  Passage  of  Federal  fleet  through  falls  at,  May  9-13, 

1864 . , .  130, 145, 151, 156, 159-162,  302 

Alford,  Edward.  Mentioned .  115 

Alfred  Robb,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  21). 

Mentioned .  122, 179,  213,  227-229, 244,  284,  318, 320,  330,  555,  693,  731,  750 

Operations  at  Hickman,  Ky.,  and  vicinity .  400 

Orders  for  movements .  139,  387, 401, 411 
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Page. 

Alice,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  in  Tennessee  River .  604 

Alice  Vivian,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  49;  789 

Allan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  250 

Allen,  Charles.  Mentioned .  121 

Allen,  George  O.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Juliet,  engagement  in 

Red  River,  April  26-27,  1864 .  84,  85 

Allen,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee>  s-  p .  631 

Parsons,  L.  B .  4gg 

Mentioned .  295,439,514,676 

Allen  Collier,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  705,759 

Purchase  of .  758,760 

Ames,  Clara,  Steamer.  See  Clara  Ames  or  Fames,  Steamer. 

Ames,  Henry,  Steamer.  See  Henry  Ames,  Steamer. 

Ames,  John.  Mentioned . 

Anderson,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Anderson,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned .  295  235 

Report  of  burial  of  dead  and  disposition  of  prisoners  at  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn . .  233 

For  correspondence  as  Major  and  Aid-de-Camp,  see  Forrest,  N.  B. 

Anderson,  George  W.  Correspondence  with  F.  Steele .  472 

Anderson,  J.  Mentioned . 

Anderson,  Samuel  S.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
see  Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Anderson,  T.  C.  Mentioned .  192 

Anderson  plantation.  Mentioned . 

Andrews,  Christopher  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Dyer,  C.  H . 

Grace,  J.  R . . 

Graves,  W.  II .  526,  52g  530 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  cooperative  movement  up  White  River,  Ark.,  August  30-Sep*- 

tember  6,  1864 .  526,  527j  531j  532 

Andrews,  George  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Hurlbut,  S.  A . 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Stone,  C.  P . 

Report  of  attack  upon  steamers  White  Cloud  and  Henry  Chouteau  August 

29,1864 . . . 525 

Anna,  Steamer 

Attack  upon,  in  Tennessee  River,  October  30,  1864 .  682  683 

Mentioned .  .  ’  6Q2 

Antelope,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  214,  306,  325,  352 

Any  One,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gi  7gg 

Appleby,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Applegate,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 

Archibald,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 


747 

518 


20 

20 

20 


84 

192 

782 


*  Name  proposed  for  steamers  Maria  and  Lavinia  Logan. 
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Argosy,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  66,92, 102-104, 127, 128 

Mentioned .  261,  317,  319,  329,  474,  554,  692,  717,  730,  749,  783 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  lg0 

Argus,  Editors  of  the.  Correspondence  with  N.  D.  Wetmore,  jr .  224 

Arizona,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Arkansas.  Affairs  in. 


130, 179 


Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S . 

Steele,  Frederick . 

Thayer,  John  M . 

General  order  of  C.  W.  Adams 
Reports  of 

Baldwin,  Thomas . 

Mitchell,  John  G . 

Owen,  E.  K . 


.  322 

389,  429, 494 

.  328 

.  362 

.  317 

.  336 

...  406-408 


See  also  Arkansas  River,  Ark.;  White  River,  Ark. 

Arkansas  Post,  Ark.  Reoccupation  of,  by  Confederates.  Report  of  S.  L. 


Phelps .  4g4 

Arkansas  River,  Ark.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Blackburn,  J.  C.  S .  gpg 

Ellis>  P->  P .  808 

Parsons,  L.  B .  327,328,331,338 

Phelps,  S.  L .  470 

Porter,  D.  D . .  379,437,485 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter .  454 

Reports  of 

Bache,  George  M .  442 

Owen,  E.  K .  406-408 

Phelps,  S.  L .  428*438,  461,  464,  467,  471 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Hughey’s,  806. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  721;  15th,  797;  17th  (Mounted),  443. 

Armstrong,  John  L.  Mentioned .  247,  251,  253 

Army,  U.  S.  Transfers  from,  to  Navy,  U.  S .  4g3 

Army  of  the  Tennessee,  C.  S.  Transfers  from,  to  the  Navy,  C.  S .  802 

Arnold,  James  M.  Mentioned .  802 

Arnold,  Richard.  Mentioned .  HI 

Arthur,  W.  R.,  Steamer.  See  W.  R.  Arthur,  Steamer. 

Ashley’s  Station,  Ark.  Attack  upon,  by  Confederates,  August  24,  1864. 

Communication  from  C.  C.  Andrews .  51g 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  711 

See  also  Fox,  Gustavus  V.;  also  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Aster,  Charles.  Mentioned .  121 

Atchafalaya  River,  La.  Operations  on.  See  Simmesport l  La.  Capture  of 
battery  on,  June  8,  1864- 
Atkinson,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  719 

Mentioned .  462,  731,  750 

Aurora,  Steamer. 

Attack  upon,  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  October  10,  1864 .  582-586 

Mentioned . 392 
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Autocrat,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Avenger,  U.  S.  ram. 

Collision  of,  with  steamer  in  Mississippi  River 

Condition  of . 

Mentioned . 


Page. 
.  774 

.  180 

205,  206,  262 
. 21,71, 


102, 105, 124, 155, 178, 181, 194,  237,  261,  265,  279,  282,  312, 
317, 319,  329,  374, 474,  554,  692,  720,  730,  749,  759,  770,  776 


Operations  at  Bruinsburg,  Miss .  734 

Orders  for  movements .  104, 125, 152,  240,  243,  282,  723 

B,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  34,78,268,478 

B.  J.  Adams,  U.  S.  S.  (M.  M.  B.). 

Engagement  near  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  2,  1864 .  806,  807 

Mentioned .  255,  258,  356 


B.  M.  Runyan,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  038 

Sinking  of,  in  Mississippi  River. .  485 

Babbott,  John.  Mentioned .  810 

Bache,  George  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Grace,  J.  R .  426,  427 

Megler,  J.  G .  394 

Pennock,  A.  M .  496 

Rogers,  J .  425 

Steele,  F .  416,429,430 

Westfall,  L .  418 

Mentioned .  25, 


49,  52,  53,  77,  312,  320,  392,  407,  414,  415,  421,  422,  438,  447,  448,  453,  457, 
462,  464,  467,  503,  504,  513,  514,  528,  554,  555,  557,  559,  693,  788,  789,  791 


Reports  of. 

Arkansas  River.  Operations  in .  442 

Mattie,  M.  Walt,  and  R.  E.  Hill,  steamers.  Seizure  of,  at  Beulah  Land¬ 
ing,  Miss.,  June  15,  1864 .  393 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  and  engagement  at  Clarendon, 

Ark.,  June  24,  1864 . 1 .  423,427 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  42,  50 

White  River,  Ark.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  502,  521 

Bacon,  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  N.  J.  T . . .  717,  718,  727,  744 

Lee,  S.  P .  723 

Porter,  D.  D .  576 

Mentioned .  693,  702,  719,  722,  731,  749 

Report  of  destruction  of  railroad  bridge  over  Big  Black  River,  Miss., 

November  27,  1864 .  743 

Bacon,  George  R.  Mentioned .  179 

Bagby,  Arthur  P.  Mentioned .  168, 173 

Bailey,  Joseph. 

General  order  regarding  testimonial  for .  160 

Mentioned .  101, 130-133, 136, 140, 142, 144, 146, 151, 159-162,  324, 482 

Baker,  Judge.  Mentioned .  192 

Baker,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  600 

Report  of  finding  of  court  of  enquiry  regarding  loss  of  U.  S,  S.  Undine, , , , ,  601 
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Baker,  S.  C.,  Steamer.  See  S.  C.  Baker,  Steamer.  T, 

Baker,  William.  Mentioned .  254 

Baldwin,  O.  L.  Correspondence  with  L.  II.  Rousseau . .  907 

Baldwin,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  4g7 

Mentioned .  320,326, 406-408,  503,  504,  555,  693,  731,  750 

Reports  of. 

Arkansas.  Operations  of  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  in,  along  Mississippi 

River .  317 

Burr,  E.  B.,  capture  of .  473 

Ball,  Lysander  C.  Mentioned .  ^ . 248  253 

Baltic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  .  ’  773 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  G.  L .  2n 

Benton,  W.  P .  73^ 

Breese,  K.  R .  290 

Dominy,  C .  37 

Emory,  W.  H . 148 

Farragut,  D.  G .  jQg 

Grover,  C .  o7 

McClemand,  J.  A .  499 

Porter,  D.  D . 23 

40,  44,  48,  55,  96,  97,  99,  107-109,  111,  128, 135-137, 140, 141, 146-149, 157 

Ramsay,  F.  M . 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  04 

Smith,  W .  454 

Steele,  F . . .  gg 

Ullman,  D .  123,  745 

Field  orders .  97,98,101,111 

Mentioned . . . .  7  23—25  30 

34,  36,  38, 41, 42, 45, 47,  50-52,  54,  56, 58-63,  65,  66,  68-70,  88, 90, 93-95, 103, 105^ 
113,  117, 130,  132-134, 144, 150, 151, 153,  155, 159, 173,  189,  239,  270,  284,  288, 
289,. 294,  302,  324,  337,  346,  349,  368,  370, 464,465, 495,  708, 766,  782,789, 790, 793 

Barber,  John.  Mentioned . 449 

Barnes,  John  T.  M.  Mentioned .  166,169 

Barnett,  Charles.  Mentioned .  145 

Barnett,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned .  426,427 

Baron  de  Kalb,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20, 246,  255,  567 

Barr,  John  C.  Mentioned .  224 

Bartholomew,  Mr.  Mentioned .  705 

Bartlett’s  plantation.  Mentioned . 792 

Barton,  W.  Mentioned .  192 

Bassett,  Chauncey  J.  Mentioned .  123 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  J.  S.  Scott .  399 

Battle,  H.  J.  G.  Mentioned .  192 

Battle,  James,  Steamer.  See  James  Battle,  Steamer. 

Baylor,  George  Wythe. 

Mentioned .  175 

Report  of  engagement  at  Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.,  and  destruction  of  U.  S. 

steamers  Covington  and  Signal  and  transport  John  Warner, 

May  5,  1864 . 174 

Bayou  Ma§on,  La,  Engagement  at,  June  4,  1864.  Report  of  E.  K.  Owen.. .  364 
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Bayou  Sara,  La. 

Attack  upon  steamers  White  Cloud  and  Henry  Chouteau  near,  August  29,  Page. 

1864.  Report  of  George  L.  Andrews .  525 

Torpedoes  placed  in  Mississippi  River  at. 

Order  of  S.  P.  Lee .  727 

Reports  of 

Devoe,  J.  B .  707,  709,  712,  751 

Emery,  F.  W . - .  706 

Beach,  Albert  F.  Mentioned .  597 

Beadles,  Judge.  Mentioned .  333 

Beale,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  427 

Beale,  Thomas  F.,  and  party.  General  order  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  arrest  and 

execution  of .  444 

Beaman,  Ezra.  Mentioned .  783 

Beard,  William.  Mentioned . i .  443 

Beatty,  L.  Correspondence  with  S.  L.  Phelps .  548 

Beauregard,  Gustave  T. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  682, 687 

Mentioned .  619 

Reports  of. 

Johnsonville,  Tenn.  Destruction  of  U.  S.  vessels  at .  687 

Paris  Landing,  Tenn.  Capture  of  U.  S.  vessels  at .  682 

Beckwith,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  11 

Bee,  Hamilton  P.  Mentioned .  168 

Beebe,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  137, 139 

Mentioned .  136, 138 

Bell,  Clara,  Steamer.  See  Clara  Bell ,  Steamer. 

Bell,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 333 

Bell,  Tyree  H.  Mentioned .  224,622,684,685 

Belladonna,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 130 

Belle,  City,  Steamer.  See  City  Belle,  Steamer. 

Belle,  Ohio,  Steamer.  See  Ohio  Belle,  Steamer. 

Belle  Creole,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130 

Bell’s  Mills,  Tenn.  Engagements  at,  December  3,  4,  and  6,  1864. 

See  Nashville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  December  3,  4,  and  6,  1864,  includ¬ 
ing  engagements  at  Bell’s  Mills,  December  3,  4,  and  6. 

Belton,  Joseph  F.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  see 
Adams,  Wirt. 

Belvidere,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  785 

Benachi, - .  Mentioned .  265 

Benefit,  Steamer  (Naval  transport). 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  43-44,  77,  88, 105 

Mentioned .  22, 179, 195,  212, 271, 326, 501,  558,  662,  721,  772,  775,  778,  779,  781 

Orders  for  movements .  278,  500,  558,  722 

Ben  Franklin,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 180 

Bennett,  Maunsel. 

Mentioned .  370 

Report  of  engagement  near  Simmesport,  La.,  June  8,  1864 .  371 

Bently,  Richard  M.  Mentioned .  782 

Benton,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  23-25, 

28, 30,  32, 35, 37-41, 57,  63,  65,  71,  77, 103, 139, 140, 145, 169 
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Benton,  U.  S.  S. — Continued. 

McCauley,  E.  Y.,  appointed  to  command. 
Mentioned .  3_g;  n_ 


Page. 

.  574,718,719 

„  -13>  18>  33,  238,  242,  243,  246,  257,  268,  270 

ZZ  Za  III’  !!’  fol’  23  f  5~297’  309-311,  314,  317,  319,  322,  323,  33o’ 


357,  364,  378-380,  388,  401-406,  410,  413,  435,  436,  456,’  463^  466’  468  469’ 
4/3,  475,  476, 478,  479,  517,  537,  540,  543-545,  553,  554,  692,  694,  704’  72o’ 

723,  730,  734,  749,  764,  769,  770,  773,  774,  776,  789,  791,  792,  797,  803,  806 

Orders  for  movements 


20,  240,  266,  269,  316 
306,  307,  320 


177 

167 

735 

735 

712 


394 

394 

393 

392 
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Seizure  of  cotton  by 

Benton,  Thomas  O. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  engagement  at  Deloach’s  Bluff,  La.,  April  26.  1864 . 

Benton,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks . 

Report  of  crossing  of  Mississippi  River  by  Confederates. 

B ether,  - .  Mentioned . 

Beulah  Landing,  Miss.  Seizure  of  steamers  Mattie,  M.  Walt  and  R  E 
Hill  at,  June  15,  1864. 

Communication  from  D.  D.  Porter . 

Order  of  George  M.  Bache . 

Reports  of 

Bache,  George  M . . . 

Phelps,  S.  L . 

Bickerstaff,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A . 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Mentioned . .  103,  206,  320,  398,  738,  740,  741,  756,’ 763,  768 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Avenger .  20C- 

Biffle,  Jacob  B.  Mentioned . ’  . . 4gg  4gQ 

Big  Black  Island,  Miss.  Reconnoissance  from  below  Rodney,  Miss.  to. 

Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes 
Big  Black  River,  Miss 
1864. 

Communications  from  N.  J.  T  Dana 
Reports  of 

Bacon,  George . 

Lee,  s.  p . " ; ; ;  7ii 

Big  Grey  Eagle,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  '  246 

Bigley,  Steamer.  Mentioned 
Binney,  James.  Mentioned. 

Birch,  Richard  E. 

Correpondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  2g^. 

Pennock,  A.  M . .  ”496,’ 501,  577 

Porter,  D.  D .  4g9 

Mentioned .  105,  221,  236,  319,  554,  692,  731,  749 

Bissell,  Frank.  Mentioned .  359  360 

Blackburn,  J.  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  S.  D.  Lee .  808 

Blackford,  Ben.  Mentioned . 254 

Black  Hawk,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  344 

Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  34,v52,  337,  774,  777-779,  789 


Destruction  of  railroad  bridge  over,  November  27, 


307 


744 


353 

782 


*  Probably  the  same  as  Grey  Eagle,  pp.  276,277,800. 
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Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  April  10-May  25,  1864 .  772 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  24,  25,  28, 29,  35,  38, 

43,  57,  63,  66-68,  70,  71,  77,  86,  87,  91,  92,  98, 101-107, 109, 
116, 117, 120, 121, 124-130, 139, 140, 145, 151, 153, 156, 158 

McCauley,  E.  Y.,  appointed  to  command .  694 

Mentioned .  7,  8, 12, 13, 17-21, 160, 180, 184, 185, 

191-193,  205,  229,  238-240,  244,  260,  268-271,  275,  282,  283,  287-291,  297- 

299,  306,  308,  311-317,  319,  325,  329,  330,  336,  337,  340,  345-347,  349,  352, 

353,  363,  368,  369,  375,  376,  378,  381,  382,  385-388,  390,  395, 408,  412,  417, 

421,  434, 437, 443,  444,  446, 448,  451, 452, 454, 459, 483,  495, 498,  510,  520, 

524,  536,  541,  544,  553,  554,  557,  560,  562,  565,  567-570,  574,  575,  580-582, 

584,  594,  598,  599,  600,  606,  609,  611,  615,  617,  618,  627,  628,  629,  631,  635, 

637,  647,  666,  667,  673,  690-692,  695,  697-699,  701,  703-706,  715,  716,  718, 

719,  724,  725,  728-730,  732,  734,  739,  742,  749,  754,  756,  757,  773,  783,  789 


Operations  in  Red  River  and  vicinity .  241 

Black  Elver,  La.  Cotton  captured  on .  767 

Blair,  Charles.  Mentioned .  419 

Blair,  Frank.  Mentioned .  324 

Blair’s  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  12,  1864.  See  Red  River  Cam¬ 
paign,  cooperation  of  gunboats  in,  March  12- May  22,  1864- 

Blair’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  49 

Bleecker,  - - .  Mentioned .  524 

Blessing,  M.  Mentioned . 581 

Blue  Wing,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  344 

Blunt,  George  W.  Mentioned .  533 

Boardman,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  349 

Boatright,  W.  W.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  291 

Bock,  William  N.  Mentioned .  539,794,797-799 

Boggs,  William  Brenton.  Mentioned .  22,179,285,556,737 

Boggs,  William  R.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Boice,  Joel  D.  Mentioned .  782 

Boler,  Edward.  Mentioned .  419 

Bolton,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned . 190 

Bondurant,  Mr.  Mentioned .  38 

Bonica,  John.  Mentioned .  540,  541 

Booby,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  407,  791 

Report  of  skirmish  at  White  River  Station,  Ark.,  June  22,  1864 .  415 

Booker,  Robert.  Mentioned .  419 

Boone,  R.  M.  Mentioned . '. . . .  370 

Boone,  T.  G.  Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  278 

Lee,  S.  P .  722 

Pennock,  A.  M .  500 

Booth,  Lionel  F.  Mentioned .  219,224 

Bow,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  801 

Bowen,  Aaron  S.  Mentioned .  389 

Bowen,  George  P.  For  correspondence,  see  Springfield,  III.,  Clerk  of  U.  S. 
District  Court. 

Bowen,  James.  Mentioned .  37,  343,  349 

Bowers,  Charles.  Mentioned . 419 

Bowie,  T.  C.  Mentioned . 711 

Bowman,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned . 533 
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Bowman,  Lucas.  Mentioned .  256 

Bowman,  Malachi.  Mentioned .  254 

Bowman,  Nathan.  Mentioned .  332,333 

Boyd,  Captain.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  281 

Boyd,  E.  M.  Mentioned .  795 

Boyd,  Emma,  Steamer.  See  Emma  Boyd,  Steamer. 

Boyd,  Henry.  Mentioned .  795 

Boyle,  F.  A.  Mentioned .  192 

Bozard,  Moses  W.  Capture  of,  May  26,  1864.  Report  of  Jos.  C.  Coyle _  332-334 

Bozard,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  334 

Bradbury,  - - .  Mentioned .  18g 

Bradford,  Theodore  F.  Mentioned .  224 

Bradford,  William  F.  Mentioned .  224 

Bradley,  William  B.  Mentioned .  506 

Bragg,  Charles  P.  Mentioned .  119-121 

Bragg,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Bragg,  U.  S.  S. 

Brayman,  Mason. 

Correspondence  with 

Hicks,  S.  G .  229 

Metropolis,  Telegraph  operator  at .  203 

Odlin,  J.  II . 206,207,209 

Pennock,  A.  M .  195, 196,  203-205 

Sherman,  W.  T . 230 

Shirk,  J.  W .  232 

Mentioned . . .  198,  215,  216,  228,  274,  548 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 .  230,  232 

Paducah,  Ky.  Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in 

repulse  of  attack  upon,  March  25,  1864 . 203 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  in .  213 

Brazil,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  410 

Breaman,  J.  D. 

Correspondence  with  Mrs.  Breaman . 187 

Mentioned .  184, 192 

Breaman,  Mrs.  Correspond ence  with  J.  D.  Breaman .  187 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Mentioned .  659 

Breece,  George.  Mentioned . 506 

Breese,  K.  Randolph. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P . 290 

Birch,  R.  E .  287 

Boatright,  W.  W .  291 

Boone,  T.  G .  278 

Boyd,  Captain .  281 

Bums,  Acting  ensign .  104 

Cairo,  Ill.,  Provost-marshal  at .  336 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  495 

Chambers,  J.  W .  298 

Dominy,  C .  282 

Donnelly,  P .  101 

Foster,  J.  P .  152 

Gillis,  J.  H .  150 

Gorringe,  H.  H, . . . 302 
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Breese,  K.  Randolph — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page. 

Gould,  A.  N .  305 

Greer,  J.  A .  57,  63, 140,  269,  291 

Gregory,  T.  B .  67,  91 

Halliday,  Captain .  281 

Howard,  S .  303 

Johnston,  J.  V .  68,  125, 151 

Jordan,  M .  126 

Keene,  H.  T .  139,305 

King,  Charles .  241 

Llovd,  T .  139 

Lord,  G.  P .  92 

Magers,  F.  M .  352 

Meteor,  Captain  of  Steamer .  289 

Morgan,  E .  66 

Morong,  J.  C .  66,  102, 127, 128 

New  Orleans,  Commanding  Officer  at .  289 

Palmer,  J.  S .  127 

Pennock,  A.  M .  243,  244,  282,  300,  302,  303 

Phelps,  S.  L .  70 

Porter,  D.  D . 159 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  Commanding  Officer  at .  289 

Ramsay,  F.  M .  126, 145,  268,  271 

Reynolds,  J.  J .  107, 151 

Richardson,  J.  F .  43, 127,  288,  291,  298 

Saunders,  John  W .  109 

Sioux  City,  Master  of  Steamer .  150 

Smith,  W .  152 

Terry,  S.  W .  43 

Thatcher,  Charles .  124,  299 

Townsend,  R .  57,63,238 

Wells,  W.  R .  116 

Wilson,  B .  239,  240,  269,  283 

Wright,  C.  A .  104, 125, 152,  243, 282 

Mentioned .  25,  65,  77,  89, 109, 123, 

129,  246,  275,  277,  285,  297,  304,  306,  312,  319,  390,  554,  557,  703,  704,  772 
Relieved  of  duty  in  Mississippi  Squadron  and  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads, 

Va .  574 

Reports  of. 

Covington,  U.  S.  S.  Prize  list  of,  for  capture  of  steamer  Gillum .  270 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Court  of  enquiry  regarding  loss  of .  421 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about .  241,260,271,495,708 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in _  102, 103, 105, 106,  302 

Brennan,  Janies.  Mentioned .  19 

Brent,  Joseph  L. 

Mentioned .  167, 169, 171, 172,  234 

Report  of  engagements  at  Cane  River  and  Deloach’s  Bluff,  La.,  April 

26-27,  1864 .  176 

Brewster,  N.  Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Signal,  at  Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.,  May  5, 

1864 .  120,121 

Bridgeport,  Term.  Construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  at.  See  Tennessee  River. 
Construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  on. 

Brier,  Maderon.  Mentioned. . . .  782 
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Brilliant,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16,  Page. 

1864 . .  641,650,652,659 

Mentioned .  216,217, 

228,  229,  251,  318,  319,  330,  367,  387,  512,  533,  554,  611,  692,  730,  749,  758 

Seizure  of  pig  iron  in  Tennessee  River .  562 

Briscoe,  Mr.  (Planter).  Mentioned .  550 

Broabeck,  John.  Mentioned .  427 

Brochard,  Mr.  Mentioned .  40,306 

Brockhagen,  George.  Mentioned .  427 

Brooks,  Janies.  Statement  of,  regarding  organization  and  usefulness  of 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade .  481 

Brookshier,  Jesse.  Mentioned .  175 

Brott,  Elijah  C.  Mentioned .  604 

Brown, - .  Mentioned .  186 

Brown,  Frank.  Mentioned .  426 

Brown,  George  W. 

Mentioned .  24,  77,  320,  555,  683,  693,  731,  750 

Reports  of. 

Ozark,  U.  S.  S.  Torpedo  secured  by .  569 

Little  Champion,  Steamer.  Duty  assigned  to .  326 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  65 

Brown,  Henry.  Mentioned . , . .  782,783 

Brown,  Jerry.  Mentioned .  253 

Brown,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  22, 178,  242,  300,  754-756,  763 

Brown,  William  H.,  U.  S.  S.  See  William  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  S. 

Bruinsburg,  Miss.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P .  734 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  734 

Wright,  Charles  A .  734 

Bryan,  Guy  M.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Bryan,  J.  W.  Petition  of,  for  exemption  of  pilots  from  conscription .  448 

Bryan,  Michael.  Mentioned . 313 

Bryant,  John  L. 

Mentioned .  555,  585,  693 

Reports  of. 

Eastport,  Miss.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West  and  Undine 

and  transports  at,  October  10,  1864 .  582 

Undine,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  in  engagement  at  Paris  Landing,  Tenn.,  October  30, 

1864 .  602 

Sinking  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  July  25,  1864 .  489 

Bryson,  Andrew. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Essex .  690,  700,  709 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee . , .  733,  736 

Mentioned .  727,  730,  749,  761,  762 

Buchanan,  Franklin.  Mentioned . 465 

Buckingham,  Fred.  Mentioned .  419 

Buckland,  Ralph  P.  Mentioned .  348 

Buckner,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  358 

Buckner,  John  A.  Mentioned .  264 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith .  550 

Mentioned .  399 
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Buffalo,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  799 

Buford,  Abraham.  Mentioned .  206,226,229,337,622,646,648,684,685 

Buford,  Napoleon  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  J.  It.  C . 403 

Lee,  S.  P .  746 

Phelps,  S.  L .  402,420 

Shelby,  J.  0 .  807 

Mentioned .  296,413,415,428,702 

Report  of  skirmish  at  White  River  Station,  Ark.,  June  22,  and  capture  of 

U.  S.  S.  Queen  City,  June  24,  1864 .  417,430 

Bulsome,  Abe.  Mentioned .  782 

Bunker,  Nelson.  Mentioned .  37 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  Mentioned .  406,  407,  806 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  T.  C .  391 

Meredith,  S .  605,702 

Burnet,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  J.  V .  193 

Porter,  D.  D .  436 

Mentioned . • .  277,308 

Burnett,  James  H.  Mentioned .  483 

Burns,  Acting  ensign. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  104 

Mentioned . .  103, 105, 125,  274,  276,  284 

Bums,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  N.  J.  T.  Dana .  745 

Mentioned .  503-505,  515,  555,  693,  731,  743,  744,  750 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Mentioned .  301 

Burnside,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Burnside,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Burr,  E.  B.  Mentioned . ; .  473  437 

Burr,  Madison.  Mentioned .  782 

Burris,  J ohn  T.  Report  of  expedition  to  Island  No.  8 .  483 

Bush,  John  W.  Mentioned .  667 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  150 

Butts,  George.  Mentioned .  121 

C.  E.  Hillman,  Steamer.  Firing  upon,  at  Barfield  Point,  Ark.,  Junel,  1S64.  353,  375 

C.  J.  Millar,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  456 

Cabell,  E.  Carrington.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  208 

Cabell,  William  L.  Mentioned .  806 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Affairs  at, 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  735 

Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P . . . . . 6^7 

Pennock,  A.  M .  21, 178, 194, 272, 284,  286 

Scott,  John .  4gg 

Construction  and  repair  of  vessels  at.  See  Cairo ,  III.  Affairs  at. 

Cruise  from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  to.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps .  287 

Establishment  of  independent  naval  station  at.  Communication  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  405 

Transfer  of  government  property  from,  to  Mound  City,  Ill.  Report  of 

A.  M.  Pennock .  099 

Cairo,  Ill.  Provost-Marshal  at.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  336 
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Calhoun,  Richmond  N.  Mentioned .  175 

Calhoun’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  775 

Callahan,  James.  Mentioned .  798 

Calvert,  Cecil  A.  Mentioned.. .  776,777 

Calvin,  Michel.  Mentioned. . . . 87 

Calvit,  T.  G.  Mentioned .  192 

Cameron,*  - - .  Mentioned . . .  801 

Cameron,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  394 

Campbell,  Mr.  Mentioned .  187 

Campbell,  Jacob  (Cook).  Mentioned .  424 

Campbell,  Jacob  (lst-class  boy).  Mentioned. . .  116,  254 

Campbell,  Leonidus  A.  Mentioned . 806 

Campbell,  T.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  G.  Burbridge .  391 

Mentioned . 390 

Canada,f  James  O.  Mentioned .  405 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S. 

Appointed  to  command  Department  of  the  Gulf,  U.  S .  314 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  N.  J.  T . , .  748 

Farragut,  D.  G .  696,  698 

Foster,  J.  P .  497,535,  698 

Gordon,  G.  H .  482 

Lawler,  M.  K .  522, 561 

Lee,  S.  P .  716 

Mississippi  River,  Officers  Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboats  on .  695 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  208 

Owen,  E.  K .  406 

Pennock,  A.  M .  580,697 

Phelps,  S.  L .  419 

Porter,  D.  D....  161,162,337,361,367,376,378,436,440,444,453,472,483,561 

Prichett,  J.  M .  296,322,445 

Ramsay,  F.  M .  492 

Reynolds,  J.  J .  722 

Selfridge,  T.  O .  548 

Washburn,  €.  C . - .  527 

General  orders .  378 

Mentioned .  158, 159,  301,  304, 321,  347, 363, 379, 383, 389,  395, 403, 

430, 431, 452, 462, 464, 465, 467, 495,  496,  627,  699,  714,  761,  766,  773,  793 
Special  orders .  715 


Wounding  of,  in  White  River,  Ark.,  and  transportation  to  New  Orleans. .  735-737 
Cane  River,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  26-27,  1864.  See  Red  River  Cam¬ 
paign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Correspondence  and  orders  in  view  of  expected 


attack  upon. 

Communications  from  W.  S.  Rosecrans . j .  563, 565 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr . . .  563,  564 

Pennock,  A.  M .  563,565 

Reports  of 

Hiller,  H.  M .  564 

Swendson,  Charles .  565 


♦  Unidentified. 


f  Mentioned  also  as  James  C.  Canida. 
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Capps,  James.  Mentioned .  192 

Captured  and  abandoned  property.  General  order  of  S.  P.  Lee .  761 

Carey,  John.  Mentioned .  419 

Carondelet,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  11-May  15,  1864 .  773-776 

Condition  of .  721  746 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  23-25, 


35,  50,  77,  86,  94-96, 124, 129, 132, 137, 138, 140, 142-144, 152 
Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16, 


1-864 .  641-645,  647,  650,  651 

Mentioned .  193,318,319,330, 

336,  361,  375,  381,  382,  385,  429,  439, 447,  451,  453,  454,  461,  467,  469,  480, 
501,  517,  519,  554,  578,  634,  692,  694,  722,  730,  749,  758,  789,  792,  793,  803 

Orders  for  movements .  411  451  533 

Carr,  Mr.  Mentioned . 332 

Carr,  Eugene  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Mizner,  J.  K .  455 

Rogers,  J . ; . .  455 

Mentioned .  427,  42g)  430, 464 

Carrabasset,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21 

Carrington,  P.  R.  Mentioned .  3 62 

Carroll,  Pauline,  Steamer.  See  Pauline  Carroll ,  Steamer. 

Carson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  721 

Carter,  Jerry.  Mentioned .  254 

Carter,  Jonathan  H.  Mentioned .  162  153  540  349 

Carter’s  plantation.  Mentioned . ’  ’  ’505 

Carthage,  Tenn.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  H.  A.  Glassford .  659 

Casey,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  495  493  559 

Caseyville,  Ky.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  A.  M.  Pennock . ’ .  ’513 

Casteel,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned .  313  397 

Castle,  Colonel.  Mentioned . . .  212  213  308 

Castle,  F.  A.  Report  of  casualty  on  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg,  engagement  at 

Como  Landing,  June  16,  1864 .  393 

Caudle,  John  H.  Mentioned .  I67  439  473 

Celeste,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  214  526*  530^-532 

Chalmers,  James  R. 

Mentioned . . . . .  220,  224,  233,  234,  260,  622,  667,  668 

Report  of  operations  at  Paris  Landing  and  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  October 

30  to  November  4,  1864 .  gg4 

Chambers,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R . 

Foster,  J.  P . 

Greer,  J.  A . 

McElroy,  T . 

Radabaugh,  G . 

Mentioned.  . -'•••'  A  .."..A..;' '  2m,  2o7-m,  320, 326 

Report  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at  Yazoo 
City,  Miss.,  April  21,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22, 

. . .  254 

Champion,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  .  6  43 

102, 103, 212,  239, 261, 291,  303,  317, 319, 329,  365, 474, 554,  692,  730,  749 


298 

241 

281 

255 

256 
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505 

690 

298 


Pgg0_ 

Champion.*  Vessels  bearing  the  name  of.  Mentioned .  6,43,63,70, 

72,  75,  78,  81-83,  86,  87, 102, 103, 167, 176, 179,  212,  239,  261,  291,  303,  317,’ 
319,  326,  329,  365,  434,  474,  490,  491, 554,  692,  730,  749,  781,  782,  786,  787 
Champion  No.  3,  Steamer  (U.  S.  transport).  Mentioned .  63, 

72,  75,  78, f  81-83, f  86,  87, 167, 170,  782,  787 
Champion  No.  5,  Steamer  (pump  boat  and  transport).  Mentioned .  63, 

„  ,  70,  72,  75,  78,  81-83,  86,  87, 176,  434,  782,  786,  787 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  See  Secretary  of  Treasury,  TJ.  S.,  also  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S. 

Chatman,  Mason,  Mentioned . 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned . 

Cheek,  J  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Cheeseman,  J.  W.,  Steamer.  See  J.  W.  Cheeseman,  Steamer. 

Chester,  Walter  M.  Mentioned .  113 

Chettester  &  Co.  Mentioned .  45g 

Chickasaw,  Ala.  Operations  at,  December  24,  1864.  Reports  of 

Lee>  S-  P .  678 

Thomas,  George  H . g§2 

Chickasaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expedition  from,  at  Morgan  Bend,  La.,  June  3,  1864 .  359 

Condition  of .  300 

Mentioned .  301,  312,  313,  317,  319,  329,  374,  388, 404,  436,  472,  474,  506,  554 

Orders  for  movements .  287  290  297 

Shankland,  W.  F.,  appointed  to  command .  302 

Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  438, 446, 450  453 

Chillicothe,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  7-June  8,  1864 .  776-780 

Cooperation 

In  expedition  for  capture  of  Confederate  battery  on  Atchafalaya  River, 

La.,  June  8,  1864 .  369-373 

With  TJ.  S.  Army  in  the  Red  River  expedition,  March  12  to  May  22, 

1864 .  23-25  35  42  43 

50,  51,  68,  77,  88,  89,  91,  94,  96, 112, 124, 129, 130,  132,  138,  150,  153-157 

Mentioned . .  300,  317, 319,  329, 445, 474, 

551,  554,  581,  692,  730,  749,  773,  774,  781,  782,  785,  787,  788,  789,  792,  793 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  286  560 

Chisum,  Ishum.  Mentioned .  go  17c; 

Choctaw,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  24 

30,  35,  71,  77, 102, 103, 121, 126, 127, 129, 139, 149 

Cornwell,  John  J.,  appointed  to  command .  572 

Mentioned .  211 

212,  237,  238,  242,  243,  254,  260,  261,  271,  276,  317,  319,  329,  369,  397,’ 
439, 442, 474, 554,  567,  692,  730,  746,  749,  751,  762,  773,  774,  783,  789,  791 

Orders  for  movements .  240 

Ramsay,  F.  M.,  relieved  of  command .  570 

Seizure  of  cotton  by . * .  180 

Chouteau,  Henry,  Steamer.  See  Henry  Chouteau,  Steamer. 


*  Variously  referred  to  as  U.  S.  S.  Champion,  Champion  No.  3,  Champion  No.  5,  New  Champion,  and 
Little  Champion, 
f  Designated  as  New  Champion. 

%  Probably  Mark  R.  Cheek. 
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Christensen,  Christian  T.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  495 

Mentioned . . .  332,378,536,715 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  see  Canby,  E.  R.  S. 

Christopher,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  555,693,731,750 

Church,  Frank  L. 

Mentioned .  600,  772 

Report  of  finding  of  court  of  enquiry  regarding  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Undine .  601 

Church,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  545,797 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Recruiting  work  at.  Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  499 

Glassford,  H.  A .  500 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  20,  21,242,261,317,  326,329,455, 

459,  467,  616,  627,  629,  638,  639,  648,  656-659,  661,  717,  749,  758,  759,  761 

Cipher  Code,  Confederate .  403 

City  Belle,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  by  Confederates  in  Red  River,  La .  105, 

107, 117, 123,  782 

City  of  Pekin,  Steamer.  Attack  upon,  at  Eaetport,  Miss.,  October  10, 1864. .  582-586 

Clapp,  Fayette.  Mentioned .  775 

Clara  Ames  or  Eames,  Steamer.  Capture  and  burning  of,  near  Gaines  Land¬ 
ing,  Ark.,  May  30,  1864 .  339, 406,  804,  806 

Clara  Bell,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  34, 130, 154, 155 

Clara  Dolsen,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21, 22, 185, 213,  313 

Clarck,  Henry.  Mentioned .  782 

Clarendon,  Ark. 

Operations  at.  Report  of  Michael  Hickey .  332 

Capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  at,  June  24,  1864.  See  White  River,  Ark. 
Operations  in. 

Clark,  Edgar.  Mentioned .  772 

Clark,  Henry  E.  Correspondence  with  T.  E.  Courtenay .  186 

Clark,  Thaddeus  E.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Naiad,  engagement  at 

Como  Landing,  La.,  June  15,  1864 .  397 

Clark,  William  T.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Howard,  0.0. 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Affairs  hi  vicinity  of.  See  Nashville,  Term.  Operations 
near,  December  3-16,  1864,  etc. 

Clayton,  Powell.  Correspondence  with  F.  Steele .  494, 505 

Clendenen, - .  Mentioned . . .  186 

Clinton,  Ky.  Affairs  at.  Communication  from  D.  D.  Porter .  436 

Clifton,  Tenn.  Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Undine  at,  July  25,  1864.  Reports  of 

Bryant,  John  L .  439 

Porter,  D.  D . 439 

Shirk,  J.  W . !!!!!!!!”!”  489 

Cloud,  Silver,  U.  S.  S.  See  Silver  Cloud,  U.  S.  S. 

Cloud,  White,  Steamer.  See  White  Cloud,  Steamer. 

Clung,  C.  L.  Mentioned . . .  772 

Coast  Survey,  TJ.  S. 

Assimilated  rank  in  Navy  for  officers  of. 

Recommendation  of  S.  P.  Lee .  712 

Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  711 

Work  performed  by  party  detailed  from,  for  duty  on  Western  waters.  Re¬ 
port  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  284,  307 

Coates,  A.  Mentioned .  733 
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Mentioned....: . 

Report  of  operations  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  March  5,  1864 .  16 

Cobbs,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782 

Coffinberry,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  504 

Cole,  William  W.  Mentioned .  782 

Coleman,  C.  D.  Mentioned .  726 

Coleman,  Ferdinand  T.  Mentioned .  749 

Coleman,  Julius  A.  Mentioned .  397 

Collier,  Allen,  Steamer.  See  Allen  Collier,  Steamer. 

Collins,  John  F.  Mentioned .  751 

Collum,  Richard  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Colonel  Cowles,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  695,781 

Colossus,  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  760 

Coltman,  Dr.  Mentioned .  213 

Colton,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  254 

Columbia,  Ark.  Engagement  at 
June  1,  1864.  Reports  of 

Gipson,  James  C .  354 

Goodwin,  Ed.  M .  355 

Greene,  Colton .  806 

Owen,  E.  K .  353 

Porter,  D.  D .  353 

June  2,  1864. 

Abstract  from  record  of  events  on  return  of  Military  Division  of  West 

Mississippi  for  June,  1864 .  356 

Reports  of 

Greene,  Colton .  806 

Owen,  E.  K .  355,356 

Columbus,  Ky.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Brayman,  M .  195, 196,  203,  229,  230 

Meredith,  S .  580 

Munroe,  J.  H .  196 

Pennock,  A.  M .  196,  204,  580,  703 

Smith,  C.  B .  204 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Pennock,  A.  M .  226 

Porter,  D.  D .  401 

Sherman,  W.  T .  230 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  227 

Pennock,  A.  M .  215,  701 

Shirk,  James  W .  217 

Commercial,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  472,  529,  531,  532 

Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  15-16,  1864.  Reports  of 

Castle,  F.  A .  398 

Clark,  Thaddeus  E .  397 

Dominy,  C .  396,  398 

Keene,  Henry  T .  396 

Miller,  James .  399 

Porter,  D.  D .  395 

Ramsay,  F.  M . 397 

Scott,  J.  S .  399,400 
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Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned . . .  23,  784,  788 

Sinking  of,  in  collision  with  U.  S.  S.  General  Price,  March  8,  1864 .  18-20 

Confederate  sympathizers.  General  order  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  arrest  of .  313 

Confederate  troops.  Mentioned.  (Regulars).  Artillery,  Light — Batteries: 

Semmes  (Barnes’) .  166, 169 

Confiscable  property.  General  order  of  S.  P.  Lee... .  761 

Congress,  U.  S. 

Act  of,  authorizing  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  a  commission  to  select 

site  for  naval  station  on  Mississippi  River,  etc.,  cited. . . , .  533 

Petition  of  Western  Boatmen’s  Benevolent  Association,  requesting  exemp¬ 
tion  from  conscription .  448 

Connelly  &  Maloy.  Mentioned .  754,755, 

Conner,  William  O.  Mentioned .  782 

Conness,  John.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  294 

Conrad,  Lewis.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
see  Liddell,  St.  John  R. 

Conroe,  Mr.  Mentioned .  186 

Conroy,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  784 

Constitution,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  179, 194 

Continental,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  482 

Contraband  goods.  Disposition  of . 1  759 

Contraband  of  war.  See  Trade,  Restriction  of. 

Contrabands.  Correspondence  regarding .  35, 177, 181, 182,  237,  388,  466,  761 

Convoy.  Matters  pertaining  to. 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  536 

Foster,  James  P .  536 

Parsons,  L.  B .  493 

Pennock,  A.  M .  501 

Order  of  Robert  Allen . 498 

Report  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  498 

Conway, -  Correspondence  with  T.  T.  Eckert .  290 

Conway,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  344 

Cook,  Jeremiah  B.  Mentioned .  17,702 

Cook,  Mattie,  Steamer.  See  Mattie  Cool-,  Steamer. 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George.  Mentioned .  349 

Cooper,  Charles.  Mentioned .  772 

Cooper,  Douglas  H.  Mentioned .  430,  649 

Cooper,  Morgan.  Mentioned .  253 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 802 

For  correspondence  as  Adjutant-General,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Copland,  S.  A.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  754 

Corbit,  alias  Hickory  Dick.  Mentioned .  313 

Comay,  Florian  O.  Mentioned .  167, 169, 176, 177 

Cornwell,  John  J. 

Appointed  to  command 

Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  572 

Third  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  719 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Devoe .  754 

Mentioned . .  692,  699,  726,  730,  745,  749,  750, 753 

Report  of  death  of  Charles  Thatcher,  and  retaliatory  measures .  746,  762 

Corse,  John  M.  Mentioned .  56,  57,  90,  211 


INDEX. 


829 


J-  tljitr* 

Cotton.  Correspondence  regarding .  9, 11, 12,  32, 35, 38, 40,  41 , 

180, 182, 185, 193,  212,  237,  244,  250,  257,  263-267,  277,  282,  285,  286,  292- 
296,  298,  299,  301, 306-309, 315, 320, 321, 326,  335,  342,  343,  345-347,  351, 


362,  363,  365,  388,  400,  409,  412,  435,  492,  560,  562,  570,  574,  702,  721,  767 


Cotton,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  810 

Coulson,  Washington  C.  Mentioned .  643 

Countess,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  in  Red  River .  31;  164 

Courier,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  August  22,  1864 .  516 

Courtenay,  Thomas  E. 

Correspondence  with  H.  E.  Clark .  186 

Mentioned .  190 

Courts  of  enquiry .  600-602 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  23 

Death  of .  42, 43, 445,  777,  789 

Mentioned .  24,286,776 

Covington,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  steamer  Gillum,  February  26,  1864 .  270 

Loss  of,  during  engagement  on  Red  River,  La.,  May  5,  1864 .  112-124, 

127, 134, 172, 174,  772,  782 

Mentioned .  92, 145, 161, 175,  239, 245,  254, 271,  772 

Cowles,  Colonel,  Steamer.  See  Colonel  Cowles,  Steamer. 

Coyle,  Joseph  C. 

Correspondence  with  Le  Roy  Fitch .  390 

Mentioned .  320,  387,  555,  641,  693,  731,  750 

Report  of  capture  of  Moses  W.  Bozard .  332-334 

Cozzens,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  439 

Crabtree,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  805 

Craft,  Richard  P.  Mentioned .  119, 120 

Crennell,  John  J.  Mentioned .  397 

Creole,  Belle,  Steamer.  See  Belle  Creole,  Steamer. 

Cricket,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  1-May  7,  1864 .  780-783 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  25,28, 

30,  35,  43,  45,  50,  54,  56,  57,  60,  68,  71,  74,  76,  77,  81,  83,  85,  92, 
98, 105, 108, 110, 114, 117, 129, 135, 137, 140, 146, 167, 176, 177 

Firing  upon  rowboat  in  Mississippi  River .  761 

Loss  of  an  officer  and  two  men  from .  558 

Mentioned .  180, 181,  249,  292, 317, 319, 326, 

329,  513,  523,  554,  692,  730,  749,  762,  772-774,  778,  784,  786,  788,  789,  793 

Operations  in  White  River,  Ark . 735-737 

Orders  for  movements .  302,  503 

Crockett’s  Bluff,  Ark.  Operations  near,  March  31,  1864.  Report  of  M. 

Hickey .  207 

Crofford,  John.  Mentioned .  427 

Cromwell,  Taylor.  Mentioned .  772 

Cronin,  Michael  J. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  503,  558 

Mentioned .  554,  692,  730,  749,  761, 762,  795,  800 

Crosby,  Peirce.  Request  of  S.  P.  Lee  for  appointment  of,  as  fleet  captain 

Mississippi  Squadron .  742 


Crosby,  J.  Schuyler.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Banks,  N.  P, 
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Page; 

Crosier,  George  W.  Mentioned .  200 

Crow,  B.  C.  Mentioned .  192 

Croxton,  John  T. 

Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  588 

Mentioned .  619,  670 

Report  of  operations  on  Tennessee  River .  588 

Cruft,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  B.  Harrison .  677 

Cuba,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  603 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  Ship.  Mentioned .  20 

Cumberland  City,  Tenn.  Destruction  of  steamers  at,  December  9,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Lee,  S.  P .  661,664 

Thomas,  George  H .  661 

Report  of  H.  B.  Lyon .  688 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Donaldson,  J.  L .  485 

Parsons,  Lewis  B .  409 

Pennock,  A.  M .  516 

Porter,  D.  D .  412 

Sherman,  W.  T .  211,491 

Reports  of 

Coyle,  Jos.  C . . . . . .  332-334 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  338,  358,  387,  441 

Pennock,  A.  M .  704 

Rousseau,  L.  H .  566 

Thompson,  Charles  R .  567 

See  also  Naval  operations  in  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  forces  under  Major-General  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army, 
opposing  Major-General  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  October  10  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1864,  etc.,  pp.  582-690. 

Cunningham,  Edward.  ’For  correspondence  as  Aid-de-Camp,  see  Smith, 

E.  Kirby. 

Cunningham,  Richard  D.  Mentioned .  384 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  12). 

Engagement  with  battery  at  Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  May  24,  1864 .  323 

Infringement  of  general  orders  by  commanding  officer  of .  297 

Mentioned .  4, 5, 18,  21,  22, 179,  274,  280,  284,  307, 309, 317, 

319, 330, 379, 478, 554,  612,  692,  725,  730,  737,  749 

Orders  for  movements .  310, 314, 475, 476, 479 

Curry,  Ferryman.  Mentioned .  443,712,713 

Currie,  George  E.  Mentioned .  256,504 

Currie,  Leonard  D.  H.  Mentioned .  133 

Dacotah,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  199 

Dahlia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  773, 776,  778,  785,  792 

Dahlgren,  John  A.  Mentioned .  325,445 

Daly,  J.  Mentioned .  373 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Bacon,  George . . .  717, 718,  727,  744 

Bums,  T . 745 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  748 

Gorringe,  H.  H . . . 744 
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Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page. 

Osband,  E.  D .  702 

Selfridge,  T.  0  .  534,539 

Mentioned .  536,537,722,743,767 

Daume,  Mr.  Mentioned .  115 

Dave  Hughes,  Barge.  Burning  of,  in  Tennessee  River . . .  604,605 

Davids,  E.  W.  Mentioned .  253 

David’s  Ferry,  La.  Loss  of  U.  S.  transport  City  Belle  at,  May  1,  1864.  . . .  123, 171 

Davidson’s  house.  Mentioned .  664 

Davis,  Charles  H. 

Appointed  senior  member  of  commission  to  select  site  for  naval  station  on 

Mississippi  River,  etc .  533 

Circular  letter  of,  to  commanders  of  squadrons,  regarding  signals .  209 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  599,  736,  737 

Mentioned .  318,711,738 

Davis,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  506 

Davis,  Edmund  J.  Mentioned .  561 

Davis,  George.  Mentioned .  419 

Davis,  George  Leonard.  Mentioned .  285 

Davis,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  506 

Davis,  Jefferson.  See  President,  C.  S . 

Davis,  William  (First  Missouri  Cavalry).  Mentioned. . . . .  527 

Davis,  William  (Second-class  fireman).  Mentioned .  419 

Davis,  William  B.  Mentioned .  192 

Davis  (Jefferson)  plantation,  Miss.  Mentioned .  284,  313,  376,  697 

Davis,  Joe.  Mentioned .  539 

Dayton,  Lewis  M.  Mentioned .  383 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Sherman,  W.  T. 

Dean,  John.  Mentioned .  155 

Deason,  Green.  Mentioned .  34 

De  Casey,  Berry.  Mentioned . -  -  .  782 

Decatur,  Ala. 

Engagement  at,  October  28,  1864. 

Order  of  S.  P.  Lee .  595 

Reports  of 

Forrest,  Moreau .  595 

Granger,  R.  S .  597 

Lee,  S.  . .  594 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  December  27,  1864.  Reports  of 

Harrison,  Benjamin .  577 

Lee,  S.  . .  676 

Thomas,  George  H . 581 

De  Gray’s,  Ark.  Mentioned . - .  433 

De  Groot,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned .  773-775 

De  Kalb,  Baron,  U.  S.  S.  See  Baron  De  Kalb,  U.  S.  S. 

Deloach’s  Bluff,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  26,  1864.  See  Red  River  Cam¬ 
paign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in. 

Dennet,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 192 

Dennis,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  376 

Mentioned . : .  483,554,692,731,749 

Report  of  disposition  of  vessels  of  Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron ...  480 

Derby,  Nelson  R.  Mentioned .  790 
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Page. 

De  Roe's  (Madame)  plantation,  La.  Mentioned .  789 

De  Russy,  Fort,  La.  See  Fort  De  Fussy,  La. 

De  Russy,  Lewis  G.  Mentioned .  29 

De  Russy’s  house,  La.  Mentioned . . .  59 

Deshon,  Henry.  Mentioned .  602 

Des  Moines,  Steamer.  Mentioned . , .  130  773 

Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark. 

Affairs  at.  See  White  River,  Ark.  Cooperative  movement  up,  August  SO - 
September  6,  1864. 

Attack  on  railroad  from  Little  Rock  to.  Report  of  George  M.  Bache .  521 

Devoe,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Cornwell,  J.  J .  752 

Lee,  S.  P._ . . .  727 

Detective  service  performed  by . 750 

Mentioned .  236,  262,  266,  566,  715 

Report  of  placing  of  torpedoes  in  Mississippi  River  at  Bayou  Sara  and 

Tunica  Bend,  La .  707,  709,  712,  751 

Diadem,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  230  774  790 

Dial,  Mr.  Mentioned .  332 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.  (M.  M.  B.) 

Attack  upon,  near  Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  May  24,  1864 .  803  805 

Mentioned .  774 

Dickerson,  James  M.  Mentioned .  490 

Dickey,  John  H.,  Steamer.  See  John  11.  Dickey,  Steamer. 

Dickson,  J.  Bates.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Burbridge ,  S.  G. 

Dillon,  John.  Mentioned . .  .  424 

Ditzenback,  J ohn.  Mentioned. . .  640  651  652 

Divine,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  319,  554,  692^  730^  749 

Dix,  John  A.  Mentioned . 

Dixon,  George  E.  Mentioned .  288 

Doane,  Henry.  Mentioned .  200 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S.  Mentioned .  313,  430,  521,'  529,  530,  532,  748 

Dodge,  Grenville  M.  Mentioned .  ’  ’7^7 

Dolsen,  Clara,  U.  S.  S.  See  Clara  Dolsen,  U.  S.  S. 

Dominy,  Cyrenius. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P . . . 

Breese,  K.  R .  " 

Castle,  F.  A .  1" 

Miner, j . ;;;;;;;;;;; .  399 

Mentioned .  43,  206, 212,  308,  309,  319,  397,  554,  692,  710,  713,  714,  730,  749  753 

Reports  of. 

Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  15-16, 1864 .  396,  398 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  34-38 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about .  281  185  194 

Donahue,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  ^ 

Donaldson,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Howland,  H  . ' .  604,607,620 

Sherman,  M  T.. .  382,485,491 

Thomas,  G.  II . . . . . . .  675,676 
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Donaldson,  James  L. — Continued.  p 

Mentioned .  286,566,650,655,658 

Reports  of. 

Tennessee  River. 

Capture  of  U.  S.  vessels  on.., .  g04 

Construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  on .  382 

Donnelly,  Patrick. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R . 

Greer,  J.  A .  307,  309;  314)  323 

Mentioned .  320,  555)  g93;  731j  749 

Report  of  operations  of  U.  S.  S.  Nymph  between  Waterproof  and  St. 

Joseph,  La .  33g 

Dorsey,  Captain.  Mentioned .  397 

Dougherty,  Tony.  Mentioned .  713  751 

Dougherty,  William.  Mentioned .  ’  52g 

Dougherty,  William  H.  Mentioned .  397 

Douglass,  Mr.  Mentioned .  479 

Dove,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  539 

Drake,  George  B.  Mentioned .  98,.  101,  111, .146, 147 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Banks,  N.P. 

Drake,  Quincy  I.  Mentioned .  49g 

Dudley,  Philip.  Mentioned . _ .  50 

Duke,  May,  Steamer.  See  May  Duke,  Steamer. 

Duncan  house.  Mentioned .  470 

Duncan  plantations.  Mentioned .  333 

Dunham,  Robert  T.  Mentioned . .  99,100 

Dunlap,  John.  Mentioned .  425 

Dunn,  Elisha  W.  Mentioned .  179,244,284,285,524,557,568,569 

Dunn,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  184,187-189,191,192 

Dunn,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  84 

Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  5,  1864.  See  Red  River  Cam¬ 
paign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in. 

Dwight,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  101,121,133,548 

Dwight,  William.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Banks,  N.  P. 

Dwyer,  John  B.  Mentioned .  327 

Dyer,  Clarence  H. 

Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Andrews .  526,  527,  531,  532,  747 

Mentioned .  455 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Carr,  Eugene  A. 

E.  H.  Fairchild,  U.  S.  S.  (M.  M.  B.)  Mentioned .  797 

Eakle,  William  P.  Mentioned .  419,426 

Eames,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  412 

Mentioned .  318,458 

Eames,  Clara,  Steamer.  See  Clara  Ames  or  Eames,  Steamer. 

Earl,  Isaac  N. 

Mentioned .  722 

Report  of  attempts  to  destroy  vessels  in  Mississippi  River  with  torpedoes. .  525 

Eastport,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  24, 25,  28-30,  35,  39,  50,  65 

Mentioned .  7,  81-83,  85, 172,  288,  312,  705,  773-776,  784,  786,  787,  789,  790,  792 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  April  15,  and  destruction  of,  April  26,  1864 .  62, 

63,  68-79,  86, 110, 167-170,  781 
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Eastport,  Mias.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West  and  Undine  and 


transports  at,  October  10,  1864.  Page. 

Communication  from  C.  C.  Washburn .  586 

Reports  of 

Bryant,  John  L . 582 

King,  E.  M . 585 

Pennock,  A.  M .  582,  584 

Eaves,  Lou,  Steamer.  See  Lou  Eaves,  Steamer. 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.  Correspondence  with 

Conway . 290 

Van  Duzer,  J.  C .  520 

Eddyville,  Term.  Engagement  near.  Communications  from 

Lee,  S.  P . 567 

Reed,  Henry  P .  667 

Edgar,  James  W.  Mentioned .  205 

Edwards,  Arthur.  Mentioned .  295,382 

Edwards,  Fielding.  Mentioned . - .  299 

Edwards,  James  W.  Mentioned .  564 

Edwards,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  298 

Mentioned .  299 

Ehrman,  Francis  H.  Mentioned .  512 

Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  381, 480,  720 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  318,  330,  732 

Operations  in .  375 

Eleventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Limits  of .  732 

Elfin*  U.  S.  S.  (No.  52). 

Loss  of,  near  Johnson ville,  Tenn.,  November  4,  1864 .  609-628,  683,  687 

Mentioned .  228,  273,  318,  319,  330,  337, 490, 491,  554,  582,  692 

Elgee,  Charles  Le  D.  Mentioned .  212,213,308 

Elgee  plantation,  Miss.  Seizure  of  cotton  at .  212,308 

Elk,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements . .  150 

Ellery,  George  H.  Mentioned .  721,728 

Ellet,  Alfred  W.  Mentioned .  318,355,366,481 

Elliot,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  432 

Elliott, - .  Mentioned .  458 

Elliott,  Hewitt  H.  Mentioned .  331,  800 

Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  see 
Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Ellis  Cliffs,  Miss.  Affairs  at.  Order  of  D.  D.  Porter .  305 

Emerald,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  129,774,789 

Emerson,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  133, 138 

Emerson,  H.  B.  Mentioned .  112-114,  772 

Emery,  F.  W.  Report  of  torpedoes  placed  in  Mississippi  River  at  Bayou  Sara, 

La .  706 

Emma,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  in  Red  River,  La .  102, 123 

Emma  Boyd,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  791 

Emmet,  Robert,  Steamer.  See  Robert  Emmet,  Steamer. 

Emory,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks .  148 

Mentioned .  97,98,149,163,456,782 

Report  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Red  River  campaign .  148 


Formerly  W.  C.  Mann,  which  see. 
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Empire  Parish,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  343 

Empress,  Steamer. 

Attack  upon,  at  Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  August  10,  1864 .  503-506 

Mentioned .  537,539,799,809 

English,  John  T.  Mentioned .  443 

Eppler,  H.  R.  Mentioned .  443 

Eresmenger,  M.  S.  Mentioned .  732 

Ernst,  William.  Mentioned .  535 

Essex,  U.  S.  S. 

Bryson,  A.,  appointed  to  command . . .  690  700  709 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition. .  24,  27,  30,  32,  33,  35,  39, 41,  57,  63,  71,  77 

Mentioned .  238  240 

250,  251,  253,  266,  268,  288,  317,  319,  320,  329,  375,  413,  414,  447,  51o’ 
513,  517,  519,  554,  559, 562,  573,  692,  694,  703-705,  730,  749,  773,  789 

Orders  for  movements .  239  243 

Townsend,  Robert,  relieved  of  command .  709 

Eunice  Bluff,  Red  River.  Engagement  at,  May  15,  1864 .  152 

Everett,  Peter.  Mentioned .  394 

Ewing,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Mar- 
maduke,  John  S. 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr.  Correspondence  with 

Burris,  J.  T . 433 

Hiller,  H.  M .  563,564 

Porter,  D.  D .  466 

Ewing,  W.  L.,  Steamer.  See  W.  L.  Ewing,  Steamer. 

Exchange,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  727- 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  at  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  1, 1864. .  353-355, 

806, 807 

Mentioned .  14, 16, 102, 178,  288,  305,  309,  318,  319, 

327,  330,  331,  356,  364,  429,  447,  472,  478,  502,  521,  554,  558,  692,  730,  749 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  180 

Fagan,  J ames  F.  Mentioned .  406, 407,  430,  461, 470, 494 

Fahey,  James.  Mentioned . 782 

Fairchild,  E.  H.,  U.  S.  S.  See  E.  H.  Fairchild,  77.  S.  S. 

Fairchild,  S.  Smith.  Mentioned .  138 

Fairchild’s  Island,  Miss.  Affairs  at.  Orders  of  James  A.  Greer .  380, 479 

Fairfowl,  H.  W.  Mentioned .  541 

Fairplay,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  17). 

Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16, 

1864 .  641-645,649-651 

Mentioned .  216, 

217, 227-229, 318,  319, 330, 367, 387, 512, 554,  691,  692,  730,  749,  758 
Fairy  *  U.  S.  S.  (No.  51). 

Mentioned .  195,  218, 226,  227,  273, 

279,  285,  300,  306,  319,  326, 330,  351,  352,  459, 489-491,  554,  557,  565, 
612,  640,  676,  692,  719,  730,  736,  743,  749,  761,  763,  765,  766,  768,  769,  771 

Operations  on  Tennessee  River .  678-680 

Orders  for  movements .  563,  737 

Falls  City,  New,  Steamer.  See  New  Falls  City,  Steamer. 

Fanny,  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  760,  763,  764,  768,  775 


*  Formerly  Maria. 
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Faries,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  Page. 

Bennett,  M .  371 

Benton,  T.  0 .  167 

Polignac,  C.  J .  171, 172 

Reports  of. 

Red  River  campaign.  Engagements  with  U.  S.  gunboats  in .  167 

Simmesport,  La.  Engagement  near,  June  8,  1864 .  370 

Farley,*  Captain.  Mentioned .  334 

Farmer,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  501 

Mentioned .  22 

Farragut,  David  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  106 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  696,698 

Porter,  D.  D .  439 

Mentioned .  181, 

326,368,380,  387,  388,  431,  436,  438,  451,  465,  511, 
561,  575,  576,  580,  596,  627,  693,  697,  699,  718,  765 

Farrar,  Bernard  G.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  410 

Farrell,  Thomas  M. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  466 

Mentioned .  555,  693,  731,  750 

Faulke  and  Weaver.  Mentioned .  267 

Faulkner,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  192 

Faulkner,  W.  W.  Mentioned .  207 

Faulkner,  William  D.  Mentioned .  179, 275 

Fawn,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  30). 

Mentioned .  288, 

318,319,330,  336,  447, 453,  456,  463,  467,  468,  471,  502,  521, 
526,  527,  529,  531,  554, 558,  692,  694,  730,  747,  749,  791,  796 
Operations  in  White  River  and  engagement  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24, 

1864 .  413-415,422-427,429,433 

Fellows,  Rainey  &  Elliott.  Mentioned .  458 

Fenn,  William  P.  Mentioned .  414 

Fennerty,  Mr.  Mentioned .  392,  393 

Ferguson,  Albert.  Mentioned .  254 

Ferguson,  William. 

Acknowledgment  of  parole  and  receipt  of  prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Pillow, 

Tenn .  234 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  C.  W .  223 

Forrest,  N.  B . .. .  223,224 

Mentioned .  221,  225,  320,  555,  693,  731,  750 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 .  222,  231 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24,  1864. .  413 

Fern,  IT.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of,  in  Mississippi  River . .  380 

Mentioned .  4 

Orders  for  movements .  310,  311 


*  Unidentified. 
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Ferrell,  John  H.  Mentioned .  640,642  652 

Fessenden,  William  P.  Mentioned .  293 

Fieg,  William.  Mentioned . . .  397 

Field, - .  Mentioned .  342  377 

Field  orders.  Union .  97,  98,101,111,382 

Fielding,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  782 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  309 

Greer,  James  A.,  appointed  to  command .  316 

Limits  of,  and  A'essels  composing .  317,  330 

McCauley,  E.  Y.,  appointed  to  command .  574,  718,  719 

Operations  in .  305,378 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0.,  appointed  to  command .  462 

First  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  A'essels .  474 

Foster,  James  P.,  assigned  to  temporary  command .  441 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing . •. .  317, 329 

Townsend,  Robert,  relieved  of  command .  573 

Wilson,  Byron,  appointed  to  command .  573 

Fitch,  Le  Roy. 

Correspondence  with 

Coyle,  J.  C .  332,  390 

Glassford,  H.  A .  645 

Groves,  G.  J . 644 

Hammond,  J.  H .  652 

Henderson,  Ky.,  Mayor  and  citizens  of .  384 

Lee,  S.  P .  631,  633-636,  638,  639,  647,  662,  673,  731 

Miller,  C.  W .  643 

Morgan,  E .  653 

Pennock,  A.  M .  226,  501,  509,  516,  520 

Porter,  D.  D . , .  381,401,405,577 

Sherman,  W.  T .  286 

Spooner,  C.  W .  389 

Thomas,  G.  H .  606,  640,  645,  646,  652,  653,  657,  663,  668 

Watson,  J .  358 

Mentioned .  22,  207,  214-217,  228, 272-274,  279,  312, 

320,  366,  485,  487, 491,  500,  514,  554,  555,  557,  611,  615,  622,  627,  628,  630, 
632,  635,  637,  648,  654-656,  660,  661,  664,  670,  672,  681,  693,  706,  733,  749 

Reports  of. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Recruiting  work  at .  499 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  on .  358, 441 

Hickman,  Ky.,  and  Island  No.  8.  Affairs  at .  245 

Johnsonville,  Term.  Operations  near,  and  destruction  of  U.  S. 
steamers  Undine,  Tawah,  Key  West,  Elfin,  and  transports, 

November  4,  1864 .  611 

Louisville,  Ky.  Shipments  of  guns  from .  328 

Maysville,  Ky.  Seizure  of  horses  at .  390 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  December  3-16,  including  en¬ 
gagements  at  Bell’s  Mills,  December  3,  4,  and  6,  1864 .  641,  649 

Ohio  River.  Operations  on .  367,375,381,384,441,488,509,512 

Owensboro,  Ky.  Destruction  of  wharf  boat  and  Government  stores  at.  532 
Paducah,  Ky.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  227 


Seventh  and  Eighth  districts  Mississippi  Squadrons.  Operations  in. .  217 
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Fitch,  Le  Boy — Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Tennessee  River.  Page. 

Construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  on .  183,  295,  439,  476,  488,  566 

Operations  on .  629 

Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Operations  in .  387,  512 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  338,375 

Fitzgerald,  John.  Mentioned .  798 

Fitzhugh,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  386 

Fitzpatrick,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Harris,  J.  L .  359 

McDonald,  J.  A .  359 

Pennock,  A.  M .  297,  565 

Mentioned .  555,  693,  731,  750 

Flags  of  truce.  Correspondence  regarding .  223,  224,  400,  607 

Flanigan,  Michael  E. 

Mentioned . 248,250 

Reports  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at  Yazoo 
City,  Miss.,  April  21,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22, 

1864 .  252,253 

Fletcher,  John.  Mentioned .  426 

Fletcher,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned . 564 

Florence,  Ala.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P . 678 

Spalding,  George .  676 

Florence  Miller,*  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  758,  760 

Flowers,  Mr.  Mentioned .  306 

Flye,  William. 

Mentioned .  242,  320,  517,  553,  667,  671,  704,  720,  749 

Reports  of. 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  540 

Osage,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of .  339,  360 

Forest  Bose,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  9). 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  65 

68,  88,  89,  91,  99, 102, 106, 125, 126, 129, 145, 151-153 

Mentioned .  6,  7, 194,  242,  246,  261,  317,  319,  330,  364,  379,  406, 

473, 478, 479,  517,  544,  553,  554,  567,  692,  730,  749,  769,  770-772,  794,  795 

Operations  at  Bruinsburg,  Miss .  734 

Orders  for  movements .  3, 153,  310,  314,  315,  322,  380, 405, 413, 435, 469, 475, 476 

Rogers,  G.  W.,  appointed  to  command .  404 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  493 

Forfeited  and  abandoned  property.  General  order  of  S.  P.  Lee . 761 

Forrest,  Moreau. 

Appointed  to  command  gunboats  in  upper  Tennessee  River .  573  577 

Correspondence  with 

Lee>  S- P .  595 

Morton,  G .  590)  592,  593,  607 

Thomas,  G.  H .  591j  59^  636,  671 

Mentioned .  594,  608,  676,  677,  717,  731,  749 

Reports  of. 

Decatur,  Ala.  Engagement  at,  October  28,  1864 .  595 

Flag  of  truce.  Complaint  of  violation  of .  609 

*  Known  officially  as  U.  S.  S.  Oriole. 
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Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Attack  upon  Memphis,  Tenn.,  by  force  under,  August  22,  1864.  See 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Correspondence  with 


-  ±  age. 

Anderson,  C.  W .  233 

Chalmers,  J.  R .  684 

Ferguson,  W .  223,  224 

Lee,  S.  D .  234 

Young,  J.  T .  235 

Mentioned .  41,  90, 195, 197-199,  204,  207,  213,  214, 


220,  222,  225,  228,  230-232,  242,  245,  258, 263,  264, 274, 280,  288,  323,  334, 
336,  337,  341,  351,  362,  368,  462,  517,  519,  566,  582,  587,  588,  596,  597,  604, 
605,  612,  614,  620-622,  624,  629,  630,  639,  645,  646,  662,  675,  676,  687,  688 
Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  October  30  to  No¬ 


vember  4,  1864 .  682-684 

Forsyth,  Mary  E.,  Steamer.  See  Mary  E.  Forsyth,  Steamer. 

Forsyth,  Robert.  Mentioned .  735 

Fort,  Greenbury  L.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  11 

Fort  Adams,  Miss. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee .  743 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter  to  prevent  erection  of  batteries  at .  303 

Fort  De  It  ussy,  La.  Capture  of,  March  14,  1864.  See  Red  River  campaign. 
Cooperation  of  gunboats  in,  March  12-May  22,  1864. 

Fort  Gibson,  Ark.  Supplies  for.  Communication  from  D.  D.  Porter .  485 

Fort  Heiman,  Tenn.  Burning  of  steamer  Mazeppa  at,  October  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Howland,  Henry .  604,  620 

Sinclair,  William .  624 

Fort  Hindman,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  1-June  8,  1864 .  783-788 

Cooperation  of,  in 

Expedition  for  capture  of  Confederate  battery  on  Atchafalaya  River, 

La.,  June  8,  1864 .  369-373 

Red  River  expedition .  25, 28,  30, 35,  38,  50, 

51,  65, 73-79,  81-87,  94,  96, 110,  111,  124, 129, 131, 144, 157, 167, 176, 177 
Mentioned . 181, 


182, 317, 319, 329,  474,  554,  692,  730,  749,  773,  774,  777-782,  789,  791,  793 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederates  under  Major-General  Forrest,  April  12,  1864. 


Communications  from 

Anderson,  Charles  W .  223,  224 

Ferguson,  W .  223 

Forrest,  N.  B .  223,234 

Hurlbut,  S.  A . 232 

Wetmore,  N.  D.,  jr .  224 

Young,  John  T .  235 

Flag  of  truce  for  burial  of  dead  and  care  of  wounded. . .  223, 224,  231,  233-235 
Reports  of 

Anderson,  Charles  W .  234 

Brayman,  M .  230, 232 

Ferguson,  W .  222, 231 

Fitch,  Le  Roy . " .  227 

Foster,  James  P .  236 

Marshall,  James .  219 

Pattison,  T .  221 
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Fort  Pillow,  Term. — Continued. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederates  under  Major-General  Forrest,  April  12, 


1864 — Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued.  Page. 

Pennock,  A.  M .  214-217,  273 

Shirk,  James  W .  217 

Treatment  of  Federal  troops .  231,  234,  235 

Protection  of.  Orders  and  instructions. 

Porter,  D.  D .  239 

Townsend,  Robert .  238 

Foster,  James  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  152 

Canby,  E.R.S .  497,  535,  698 

Chambers,  J.  W .  241 

Greer,  J.  A .  468 

Keene,  H.  T .  535 

Lord,  G.  P .  115 

Pennock,  A.  M . 469,477 

Porter,  D .  D . . .  44^  445 

Richardson,  J.  F .  303,311 

Roberts,  B.  S .  456 

Mentioned .  24,  71,  77, 102,  242,  250,  261,  271,  282,  312,  320,  403,  466, 

496,  522,  536,  554,  557,  693,  707,  710,  712-714,  719,  730,  731,  749-751,  753 
Relieved  of  command  of  Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  Third  and  Fourth  districts .  572 


Reports  ol. 

First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Districts  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels  of .  474 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  ‘Capture  of,  and  expedition  in  Ouachita  River,  La.  236 

Red  River.  Operations  in  and  about .  497 

Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Operations  in .  374,404  506 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  490 

Tunica  Bend,  La.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  534 

Foster,  Jesse  W.  Mentioned .  248  953 

Foster,  Kate,  Steamer.  See  Kate  Foster,  Steamer. 

Foster,  T.  J.  Mentioned .  4^2 

Foster,  William  C.  Mentioned .  595 

Fouke,  P.  B.  Mentioned .  241  051 

Fourth.  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  4^4 

Foster,  James  P.,  appointed  to  command .  572 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  3^7  329 

McCauley,  E.  Y.,  appointed  to  command .  ’  73q 

May,  Robert  L. 

Appointed  to  command .  70Q 

Relieved  of  command .  73Q 

Fourth  of  July.  General  order  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  observance .  454 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  324,457,458  574  575 

See  also  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  also  Navy  Department,  [7.  S . 

Fox,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  ygg 

Franklin,  Ben.,  Steamer.  See  Ben  Franklin,  Steamer. 

Franklin,  William  B.  Mentioned .  44,45,57-59,93,98,99  163 

Franks,  William  J.  Mentioned .  14  15 

Frary,  C.  E.  Mentioned .  4g4 
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Frear,  Gabriel.  Mentioned .  121 

Frederic,  Louis.  Mentioned .  416 

Freely,  James.  Mentioned . 254 

Freestone,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  246,  247, 250, 252,  257, 258, 470 

French,  James  S.  Mentioned .  750 

French,  Jefferson  A.  Mentioned .  88,319,547,554,692,730,749 

Fretwell,  J.  R.  Mentioned .  184 

Frey,  Gustav  A.  Mentioned .  253 

Friganza,  Romeo.  Mentioned . 275,523 

Frolic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  87 

Fry,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  398 

Fry,  Valentine.  Mentioned .  175 

Fuselier,  Fergus.  Mentioned . 166 

Gaines  Landing,  Ark. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  J.  J.  Reynolds .  722 

Attack  upon  steamer  Empress  at,  August  11,  1864. 

Communication  from  Frederick  Steele .  505 

Extract  from  log  of 

Prairie  Bird,  U.  S.  S.,  Thomas  Bums,  commanding .  505 

Romeo,  U.  S.  S.,  Thomas  Baldwin,  commanding .  504 

General  order  of  W.  S.  Rosecrans .  505 

Report  of  E.  K.  Owen .  503 

Engagement  at,  May  24,  1864.  Reports  of 

Greene,  Colton .  803,805 

O’Neill,  H.  B .  323 

Engagement  at,  and  capture  of  steamer  Clara  Eames,  May  30,  1864.  Re¬ 
port  of  Colton  Greene .  804, 806 

Correspondence  and  reports  regarding  expected  attempt  of  Confederates  to 
cross  Mississippi  River,  October  18  to  November  8,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Bacon,  George .  717 

Canby,  E.R.S .  695,  696,  698 

Dana,  N.  J.  T .  718 

Farragut,  D.  G .  698 

Pennock,  A.  M  .  697 

Orders  and  instructions  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  695,  697 

Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P .  698,  699 

Pennock,  A.  M .  695 

Galleger,  John.  Mentioned .  116 

Gamage,  Willie,  Steamer.  See  Willie  Gamage,  Steamer. 

Gamble,  Washington.  Mentioned .  772 

Gangrous,  Mr.  Mentioned .  40,307 

Garrard,  Kenner.  Mentioned .  669 

Garrett,  Mr.  Mentioned .  40,307 

Gavaret,  Emile.  Mentioned .  782 

Gazelle,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  50). 

Condition  of .  268 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  25, 35,  /  7, 125, 126, 154,  lo6 

Death  of  commanding  officer  of .  745,  746,  762 


692, 731,  749,  772-774,  777,  778,  7S6,  789,  790 
Orders  for  movements .  298, 299, 304 
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Gazter,  Travers.  Mentioned .  419 

Geiger,  Washington  F.  Mentioned .  455,456 

General  Bragg,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  38, 102, 103, 121 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  at  Como  Landing,  La.,  June  15-16, 

1864 .  395-400 

Mentioned .  34,  206,  237, 261, 303,  317,  319,  329, 404, 474,  506,  554,  692, 

706,  707,  709,  710,  712-714,  730,  749,  752,  753,  785,  789 

Operations  on  Red  River  and  vicinity .  181, 185, 194 

Orders  for  movements .  282 

General  Burnside,  U.  S.  S. 

Dimensions  and  tonnage  of . 566 

Mentioned . . .  326,  476,  500,  573,  595,  609,  677,  731,  749 

General  Grant,  U.  S.  S. 

Dimensions  and  tonnage  of .  566 

Mentioned .  326, 476, 573,  587,  591,  731,  749 

General  Lyon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  106, 179, 195,  221,  236*237,  319,  370,  471,  500,  554,  692,  731,  749,  799 

Orders  for  movements .  287, 452, 496, 501,  577 

General  orders. 

Confederate .  166, 175,  362 

Union .  28, 160, 184, 192, 312-315, 317, 329,  330,  343-348,  378, 381 

443, 454,  505,  524,  570,  599,  617,  618,  705,  716,  719,  729,  732,  761,  766 

General  Pillow,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 319, 326, 375, 401, 554, 692, 731,  749 

General  Price,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  35, 43, 102, 103, 112, 127 

Firing  upon  Confederate  battery  at  Tunica  Bend,  May  19,  1864: .  311 

Mentioned .  180, 185, 239,  251, 253,  261, 271, 276, 277,  299, 317, 

319,  329,  474,  554,  692,  720,  730, 749,  776, 789,  799 

Operations  at  Ratliff’s  Landing,  May  16,  1864 .  303 

Orders  for  movements .  244, 288,  291,  298 

Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga  by,  March  8,  1864 .  18-20 

General  Sherman,  U.  S.  S. 

Dimensions  and  tonnage  of .  566 

Mentioned .  326, 476,  573,  731,  749 

General  Thomas,  U.  S.  S. 

Dimensions  and  tonnage  of .  566 

Firing  upon  flag  of  truce  by,  November  5, 1864 .  607-609 

Mentioned .  326, 476, 573,  677,  731,  749 

Operations  on  Tennessee  River .  590  592  598 

Gerard,  Francis.  Mentioned .  424 

Gerdes,  F.  H.  Reports  of. 

Coast  Survey,  U.  S. 

Assimilated  rank  in  Navy  for  officers  of .  711 

Work  performed  by  party  detailed  from,for  duty  on  Western  waters.  284, 307 

Gerould,  Martin  L.  Report  of  casualties  on  TJ.  S.  S.  Eastport .  86 

Gibson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Gibson,  Ark. 

Gibson,  Ludd.  Mentioned .  254 

Gibson,  Thomas. 

Mentioned .  14, 305, 320, 555,  693,  731,  749 

Reports  of. 

Marmora,  U.  S.  S.  Smallpox  on  board  of .  559 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Operations  at,  March  5.  1864 .  15 

Gibson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  605 
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Gilbert,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  175 

Gillespie,  Miss.  Mentioned .  277 

Gillespie,  Louis.  Mentioned .  86 

Gillis,  James  H.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  150 

Gillum,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  26,  1864 .  270 

Mentioned .  130 

Gilman,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned .  21,  22, 179,  273,  285 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.  Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Stevens  et  al .  189 

Gilmore,  Hetty,  Steamer.  See  Hetty  Gilmore,  Steamer. 

Gilmore,  James.  Mentioned .  254 

Gipson,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Goodwin,  E.  M .  355 

Lee,  S.  P .  727 

Mentioned .  353,  502, 554,  692,  730,  749,  773 

Report  of  engagement  at  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  1,  1864 .  354 

Girt,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  783 

Glassford,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D .  573 

Sherman,  W.  T .  587 

Thomas,  G.  H . ' .  659 

Mentioned..  227,  320,  382,  387,  391, 499,  555,  577,  589,  641,  643,  649,  651,  693,  731,  750 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Reindeer .  488 

Reports  of. 

Bell’s  Mills,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  December  3-4,  1864 .  645 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Recruiting  work  at .  500 

Glenney,  Daniel  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  402 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A .  435, 463, 473 

Randolph,  Mr .  545 

Mentioned .  466,  538,  769,  794,  795 

Reports  and  correspondence  in  the  case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct 
while  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler,  September  4,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  797-801 

Communications  from 

Dana,  N.  J.  T .  539,  546,  550 

Glenney,  Daniel  W .  545,  546 

Lynn,  M.  N.,  and  Beatty,  L .  548 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O .  548 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  560 

Orders  and  instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  547,  548 

Reports  of 

Flye,  William .  540 

Glenney,  Daniel  W .  542,  543 

Hoel,  W.  . .  546 

Lee,  S.  . .  541,  544 

May,  R.  L . - . 544,547 

Pennock,  A.  . .  536 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O .  537,  543 

Willets,  N.  . . 537,545 
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Gober,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  808 

Golden  Gate,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  336 

Goll,  William  A.  Mentioned .  22 

Gooch,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned .  273,  274 

Goodwin,  Ed.  M.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Exchange,  engagement  at 

Columbia,  Ark.,  June  1,  1864 .  355 

Gordon,  Mr.  Mentioned .  213 

Gordon,  George  H.  Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  White  River,  Ark .  482 

Gordon,  W.  P.  Petition  of,  requesting  to  be  relieved  of  conscription  into  the 

Army .  725 

Gorman,  Pat.  Mentioned .  87 

Gorringe  Henry  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Vindicator .  578 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  302 

Dana,  N.  J.  T .  744 

Porter,  D.  D .  302,460,578 

Mentioned .  25,  53,  74,  77, 85, 114, 319,  555,  693,  731,  743,  744,  750,  780 

Goslee,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 506 

Goss,  Green.  Mentioned .  214 

Goudy,  Jason.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  394 

Mentioned..... . . .  320, 489, 490, 555,  612,  622,  693,  749 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Paducah,  Ky .  395 

Gould,  Abraham  N. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  305 

Mentioned .  319,  553,  554,  692,  730,  749,  769 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  in  a  gale,  December  30,  1864 .  770 

Goull,  Elbert.  Mentioned .  192 

Grace,  John  It. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  C.  C .  gqg 

Steele,  F .  480,  526 

Mentioned .  319, 424, 455, 471, 473,  527,  529,  531,  554,  692,  730,  749 

Report  of  engagements  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24-25,  1864 .  426  427 

Gracey,  Prank  P.  Mentioned .  ’  ggg 

Graham,  James.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Meredith,  Solomon. 

Grampus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned.... .  320, 499,  554,  692,  731,  748,  749,  756,  760,  763,  764,  768 

Sebastian,  Benj.,  appointed  to  command .  491 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  and  instructions  of  James  A.  Greer .  3  6,  297  310  475 

Reports  of 

Gerdes,  F.  H .  284 

Greer,  James  A .  274 

Hydrographic  and  topographic  maps  of.  Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  307 

Loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Rattler  at,  December  30,  1864 .  769-771 

Granger,  Robert  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Lowe,  William  M .  ggg 

Lyon,  William  P .  ggg 

Morton,  G . ’’’  ”  ’  594 
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Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page. 

Rousseau,  L.  H .  560 

Thomas,  G.  H .  588 

Mentioned .  587,  591, 609,  619, 671, 673 

Reports  of. 

Alabama,  Northern.  Operations  in,  October  12-29,  1864  .  596 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  on .  588,  590, 592 

Grant,  Alexander,  jr.  Correspondence  with  E.  McKean .  810 

Grant,  Alexander  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Pennock,  A.  M .  477,  561 

Porter,  D.  D . • .  395 

Mentioned .  22, 320, 555, 693,  731, 749 

Grant,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Grant,  U.  S.  S. 

Grant,  Ulysses  S. 

Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  669,674 

Mentioned .  7,10, 

90,  92, 148, 150, 159, 183, 291, 300, 301, 325, 346, 349,  377, 462, 465, 703 
Graves,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Andrews .  526, 530 

Mentioned . . .  527,531,532 

Report  of  cooperative  movement  up  White  River,  Ark.,  August  SO-Septem- 

ber  6,  1864 .  529 

Great  Republic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  567 

Great  Western,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  242, 309, 319,  327, 331, 335, 459, 554, 619, 692, 731,  747, 749,  763 

Orders  for  movements . 305 

Green,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned .  536,  540,  541 

Green,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  44, 48-50, 52, 54-56, 61, 63,  76, 162, 175, 242 

Green,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  792 

Greene,  Colton. 

Mentioned .  406, 407 

Reports  of  operations  against  U.  S.  gunboats  and  transports  in  Mississippi 

River .  803-807 

Greene,  Oliver  D.  Mentioned .  506 

Greenhoff,  J.  Mentioned .  810 

Greer,  James  A. 

Appointed  to  command 

Fifth  District,  Mississippi,  Squadron .  316 

In  Mississippi  River,  from  White  River,  Ark.,  to  Natchez,  Miss .  266 

Correspondence  with 

Bickerstaff,  S .  5 

Breese,  K.  R .  57,63,140,291 

Chambers,  J.  W .  281 

Couthouy,  J.  P . 23 

Donnelly,  P .  307,309,314,323 

Farrar,  B.  G .  410 

Fort,  G.  L .  11 

Foster,  J.  P . * .  468 

Glenney,  D.  W .  435,463,473 

Hoel,  W.  R .  6,23,475 

Irwin,  J .  4,  388 

Johnston,  J.  V .  3, 65,  310, 314, 322,  364,  380, 405 


846 


INDEX. 


Greer,  James  A. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page. 

Langthome,  A.  R . . . '.  23,469 

Laning,  J .  5, 283, 311,  314,  322,  330,  380, 401, 402, 406 

Lee,  S.  P .  738,  748,  768 

Litherbury,  C.  W . .  756,  768 

Mitchell,  J.  G .  23 

O’Neill,  H.  B .  297, 310,  314, 475, 479 

Owen,  E.  K .  23 

Pennock,  A.  M .  690 

Phelps,  S.  L .  295, 468 

Porter,  D.  D .  8, 12, 13, 20, 28, 443, 461,  574 

Rogers,  G.  W . .  404,413,435 

Samson,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  5 

Slocum,  H.  W . 476 

Thomas,  G.  H .  589,  590 

Townsend,  R .  39, 238, 243 

Tuttle,  J.  M . 270 

Wilson,  B .  277 

Mentioned .  24,  77, 103, 139, 153,  239,  251,  261,  284, 298,  303, 312,  319 

320, 436, 460, 467, 474, 554, 600,  691, 692,  723,  730,  739-741,  749 

Reports  of. 

Benton,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of . . .  246 

C.  J.  Millar,  Steamer.  Illicit  operations  of.. .  456 

Cipher  code,  Confederate .  403 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Operations  in .  378 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  274 

Indianola,  U.  S.  S.  Papers  and  drawings  regarding  launching  and 

reconstruction  of,  prepared  by  James  Laning .  357 

Mississippi  Squadron.  Purchase  of  vessels  for _  754-756,  758-760,  762-764 

Natchez,  Miss.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  7, 18,  269, 410, 466 

Rawlins,  Steamer.  Seizure  of . 11 

Red  River  campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in. .  32, 37, 38, 40, 41, 270,  306 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about .  8, 18 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  410 

Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Finding  of  court  of  enquiry  regarding  loss  of .  601 

Vicksburg,  Miss.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  269,  280 

Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Affairs  at .  478 


Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at,  April  21, 

and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22,  1864 .  257, 280 

Requests  to  be  relieved  from  duty  on  staff  of  Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee .  724 

Retention  of,  in  Mississippi  Squadron  on  special  duty .  763 

Gregory,  Thomas  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  67,  91 

Pennock,  A.  M .  560 

Mentioned .  Hi;  320,  554,  692,  731,  749 

Report  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Red  River  campaign. .  89, 104, 122, 128, 152 

Gresham,  Walter  Q.  Correspondence  with  J.  W.  Shirk .  262 

Grey  Eagle,*  Steamer. 

Landing  of  contraband  goods  by,  April  28,  1864 .  276 

Mentioned .  gOQ 


*  Probably  the  same  as  Big  Grey  Eagle,  p.  246. 
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Griffin,  Captain.  Mentioned .  495,  496 

Griffin,  John.  Mentioned .  782 

Griffith,  John.  Mentioned .  260, 735 

Griffith’s  (Mrs.)  house.  Mentioned .  167 

Grimes,  Janies  W.  Mentioned .  293,325 

Grippin,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  256 

Groesbeck,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  115, 129 

Gross,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  114 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks .  97 

Mentioned .  44,98 

Groves,  George  J. 

Mentioned .  319, 387,  554,  641,  692,  730,  749 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bell’s  Mills,  Tenn.,  December  3-4,  1864,  and  re¬ 
capture  of  steamers  Prairie  State,  Prima  Donna,  and  Magnet. . .  644 

Guerrilla  parties.  Correspondence  regarding  formation  of,  on  Western 
waters.  Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  208 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  208 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  209 

Guild,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  103,  703, 772 

Guillebert,  Mr.  Mentioned .  40,307 

Guthrie,  James  M.  Mentioned .  798 

Hagerman,  Peter  W.  Mentioned . 782 

Hahn,  Michael.  Mentioned .  321 

Haines,  Martin  V.  B.  Mentioned .  555,  693,  731,  750 

Haines,  Matt.  K.  Mentioned .  198 

Hale,  Captain.  Mentioned .  608 

Hale,  David  W.  Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Tawah,  November  4,  1864 .  617,  618 

Hall,  Willard  P.  Mentioned . 64 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Thomas,  G.  H .  604,  619,  638, 659,  663,  673-675 

Washburn,  C.  C . 323 

Mentioned .  45, 334, 670,  671 

Halliday,  W.  P.  (?) 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  281 

Mentioned . 460 

Halsted,  Frank  W.  Mentioned .  319, 554,  692,  731,  749 

Hambleton,  William  L.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  558 

Hamilton,  Alanson.  Mentioned .  774 

Hamilton,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  782 

Hamilton,  Maria,  Steamer.  See  Maria  Hamilton,  Steamer. 

Hamilton,  Rose,  Steamer.  See  Rose  Hamilton,  Steamer. 

Hammitt,  Ike,  Steamer.  See  Ike  Hammitt,  Steamer. 

Hammond,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Le  Roy  Fitch .  652 

Mentioned .  650 

Hampton,  G.  J.  Mentioned .  174 

Hancock,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned .  301 

Hanford,  William  C.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  552 

Hanley,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  782 
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Page. 

Hanna,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  183 

Hannon,  Horace  A.  Mentioned .  776,  778 

Hardeman,  William  P.  Mentioned .  173,174 

Hardie,  James  A.  Correspondence  with  W.  Sinclair .  624 

Hardin,  William  M.  Mentioned . 118 

Harmon,  Harry.  Mentioned .  85 

Harper’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  779 

Harrell,  Abram  D.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  450 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  26 

Harrington,  James  M.  Mentioned .  396, 397 

Harris,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782 

Harris,  Ed.  Mentioned .  772 

Harris,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  525 

Harris,  Henry.  Mentioned .  84 

Harris,  J.  Henry.  Mentioned .  427 

Harris,  James  Louis.  Report  of  engagement  at  Morgan  Bend,  La.,  June  3, 

1864 .  359 

Harris,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  336 

Harris,  Solomon.  Mentioned .  336 

Harrison,  Benjamin.  Report  of  evacuation  of  Decatur,  Ala.,  by  Confeder¬ 
ates,  December  27,  1864 . 677 

Harrison,  Henry  A.  Mentioned . ‘ .  772 

Harrison,  Isaac  F. 

Correspondence  with  E.  K.  Smith .  550 

Mentioned .  51, 168, 173,  466,  540,  543,  548,  795,  801 

Harrisonburg,  La.  Operations  at  and  near.  See  Abstract  logs  of  U.  S. 
steamers  Cricket  and  Lexington,  pp.  780,  781,  788. 

Hart,  Judge.  Mentioned .  342,  377 

Hart,  Kate,  Steamer.  See  Kate  Hart,  Steamer. 

Hart,  Ralph  S.  Mentioned .  3, 4,  6,  277,  342 

Hartford,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  325,373 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  698 

Hastings,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  15). 

Mentioned .  21, 44,  55,  61, 179, 195,  273-275, 285,  287,  288,  300,  301,  318,  320,  329, 

330,365,392, 394,409, 414, 415,417-420, 422, 428, 434, 438,451,453,454, 461, 
464, 467-471, 478, 482, 494, 502,  521, 528, 554, 555, 558,  692, 731, 736, 749, 774 
Operations  in 

Defense  of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  April  13,  14,  1864 .  215-218,  220,  226,  227 

White  River,  Ark . .  463,484,  532 

Orders  for  movements .  513 

Hastings,  Loren  W.  Mentioned .  773,  775 

Hatch,  Edward.  Mentioned .  669 

Hathaway,  Frederick  M.  Mentioned .  207,419,421 

Hawes,  James  M.  Mentioned .  164 

Hawkins,  Isaac  R.  Mentioned .  196 

Hazzel,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  419 

Heap,  George  H. 

Mentioned .  94,286,288 

Report  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Red  River  campaign .  110 

Heap,  Joseph  K.  Mentioned .  256,573 

Heiman,  Fort.  See  Fort  Heiman,  Tenn. 


♦Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Sibyl,  which  see. 
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Heintzelman,  Samuel  P.  Correspondence  with  j,a  e 

Oakes,  James .  Aq 

Pennock,  A.  M .  . 

n .  373,509 

Willich,  A .  5Q9 

Helena  Bar,  Ark.  Grounding  of  U.  S.  S.  Osage  on .  339,360  361  451 

Henarie,  S.  W.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  ’  492 

Henderson,  John.  Mentioned .  79g 

Henderson,  John  B.  Mentioned .  293  294 

Henderson,  Ky.  Outrages  committed  by  negro  troops  in  vicinity  of.  Re¬ 
port  of  Le  Roy  Fitch . 384 

Henderson,  Ky.,  Mayor  and  citizens  of.  Correspondence  with  Le  Roy 

Fitch . 384 

Hendricks,  J.  G.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  754 

Hennessy,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  •  9 

Henry  Ames,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  355  35g 

Henry  Chouteau,  Steamer. 

Firing  upon,  near  Bayou  Sara,  La .  525 

Mentioned .  43q 

Hetherwick,  C.  Mentioned .  373 

Hetty  Gilmore,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  790 

Hewlitt,  J ames  R.  Mentioned. ........... . 798—800 

Hickey,  Michael. 

Mentioned .  320, 386, 418, 419, 421, 430, 807 

Reports  of. 

Clarendon,  Ark.  Affairs  at .  332 

White  River,  Ark.  Operations  in .  207 

Hickman,  Ky.,  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Brayman,  M .  495 

Lee,  S.  F . . . . .  77  \ 

Prince,  Henry .  385 

Orders  and  instructions  of  D.  D.  Porter .  3g7  494 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  245 

Pennock,  A.  M .  273 

Thomas,  Lloyd .  400 

Hicks,  Stephen  G. 

Correspondence  with  M.  Brayman .  229, 230 

Mentioned .  196-199, 203, 205, 227, 228,  233 

Higgins,  John.  Mentioned .  138 

Higgins,  Robert.  Mentioned .  84 

Highland,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  121, 122 

Highland,  John.  Mentioned .  119;  121 

Hilderbrand,  S.  Mentioned . . .  419 

Hilgard,  J.  E.  Mentioned .  711 

Hill,f - .  Mentioned . 605 

Hill,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  525, 526,  712 

Hill,  Benjamin  J.  Mentioned .  677 

Hill,  Frederic  S. 

Mentioned .  273, 517, 553, 555,  693,  731,  735,  750 

Report  of  expedition  to  Island  No.  68,  Mississippi  River,  November  7, 1864.  721 

*  Steamer  Hattie  Gilmore  is  mentioned  in  Vol.  23.  t  Unidentified. 
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Hill,  R.  E.,  Steamer.  See  R.  E.  Hill,  Steamer. 

Hiller,  Hiram  M.  "Page. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Ewing,  jr .  563,564 

Report  of  expected  attack  upon  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo .  564 

Hillman,  Mr.  Mentioned .  358 

Hillman,  C.  E.,  Steamer.  See  C.  E.  Hillman,  Steamer. 

Hindman,  Fort,  U.  S.  S.  See  Fort  Hindman,  U.  S.  S. 

Hines,  Ad.,  Steamer.  See  Ad.  Hines,  Steamer. 

Hirchbarger,  L.  C.  Mentioned .  184 

Hobbs, - .  Mentioned .  187 

Hobbs,  Jennie,  Steamer.  See  Jennie  Hobbs,  Steamer. 

Hobson,  Edward  H.  Mentioned .  373 

Ho  el,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A .  6,23,475 

Lee,  S.  P .  747 

Slocum,  H.  W .  479 

Mentioned .  3, 25,  77, 144, 316, 320, 466, 476, 478, 544, 555,  693,  731,  744,  750,  796 

Reports  of. 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  546 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  112 

Hoffman,  Southard.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Thomas,  G.  H. 

Hoge,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Washburn .  586 

Mentioned .  582-585 

Holabird,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  37 

Holmes,  Shepley  R.  Mentioned .  14, 16, 248, 253, 259 

Holt,  George.  Mentioned . .  254 

Hood,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  H.  B.  Lyon .  688 

Mentioned .  506, 582, 587-589, 592, 594-597,  614, 

620,632,  633,  635-640,  645-648,  668-670,  672-675,  678-680,  682,  684,  722 

Report  of  battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  15-16,  1864  .  689 

Hooker,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  276 

Hope,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  452 

Hopkins,  Mr.  Mentioned .  9 

Horner,  John  W.  Mentioned .  609 

Hough,  John.  For  correspondence,  see  Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Houhege,  Herman.  Mentioned .  714 

Housatonic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  186,188 

Housel,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  185 

Hovey,  Alvin  P.  Mentioned .  510,514 

Howard, - .  Mentioned .  314 

Howard,  John.  Mentioned .  397 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Coates .  16 

Howard,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  303 

Lee>  s-  p .  733 

Porter,  D.  D .  303 

Mentioned .  25,  77, 320,  555,  641,  651,  693,  731,  749 

Howdon,  Robert.  Mentioned .  760,764 
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Page. 

Howe,  James  H.  Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Veatch .  202 

Howell,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  286 

Howland,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

King,  E.  M .  623 

Treat,  S.  W .  623 

Mentioned .  566,624-626 

Reports  of. 

J ohnsonville,  Tenn.  Operations  at,  October  30  to  November  5,  1864. .  620 

Tennessee  River.  Capture  of  U.  S.  vessels  on .  604 

Venus,  Steamer.  Recapture  of,  November  2,  1864 .  607 

Hubbard,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  133, 138 

Hubbell,  Robert  K.  Mentioned .  80 

Hughart,  Citizen.  Mentioned .  391 

Hughes,  Aaron  K.  Mentioned .  738 

Hughes,  Dave,  Steamer.  See  Dave  Hughes,  Steamer. 

Hughes,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  241 

Hughey,  William  M.  Mentioned .  806,807 

Hull,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Missimer,  H .  287 

Pennock,  A.  M . 290,497 

Report  of  completion  of  U.  S.  S.  Winnebago .  236 

Hume,  James  H.  Mentioned .  538, 539,  797-799 

Humphrey,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  557 

Hunt,  Henry.  Mentioned .  254 

Hunter,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  525 

Hunter,  Mr.  Mentioned .  265 

Hunter,  Charles.  Mentioned .  419 

Hunter,  Joseph  R.  C. 

Correspondence  with  N.  B.  Buford .  403 

Mentioned .  402, 417, 430 

Hunter,  Porter.  Mentioned .  85 

Hunter,  William  B.  Mentioned .  98,271 

Huntress,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  58). 

Mentioned .  325, 


330,  367, 381,  382, 408,  434, 435, 480,  554, 563,  564,  692,  720,  724,  731,  749 


Operations  at 

Island  No.  8,  Mississippi  River .  483 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  and  vicinity .  385 

Orders  for  movements .  376 

Hurd,  Jacob  S.  Mentioned .  102,178,305 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  G.  L .  20 

Brayman,  M .  203 

Ferguson,  W .  231 

Pattison,  T .  232 

Mentioned . -  -  221, 237, 272, 274,  519,  714 

Huston,  William.  Mentioned .  783 

Hyacinth,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,  6,  7, 178,  311 

Iberville,  Steamer.  Grounding  of,  in  Red  River . 44 

Idaho,  Steamer,  Order  for  seizure  of......... , . . . . . .....  413 


852 


INDEX. 


Ike  Hammitt,  Steamer.  Page. 

Collision  of,  with  U.  S.  S.  New  Era .  240 

Mentioned .  212, 221, 237, 273,  277,  302,  792 

Orders  for  movements .  281 

Illinois,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  798 

Illinois  Central  Railroad.  Shipment  of  supplies  over .  375 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  11th,  14,  16,  17,  702; 

54th,  529,  531;  61st,  529,  531;  81st,  531;  95th,  49,  530;  113th,  582, 

685;  120th,  582,  585. 

Independence  Day.  General  order  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  observance .  454 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  11th,  597;  13th,  597. 

Infantry — Regiments:  47th,  209. 

Indian  traders.  Transportation  of  goods  for.  Communication  from  Treas¬ 
ury  Department,  U.  S .  12 

Indianola,  U.  S.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  raising  of .  5, 178, 283,  357,  722,  723 

Mentioned .  6,  26,  322, 330, 452,  517,  523,  576,  704,  759 

Infernous,  A.  Mentioned .  810 

Ingram,  Chief  of  couriers.  Mentioned .  313 

Interior  Department,  TJ.  S.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S.  12 
Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry- — Regiments:  9th,  456. 

Infantry — Regiments:  8th,  519;  12th,  321,  417,  430. 

Ironclads. 

Return  of,  from  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to  Mississippi  Squadron.  761,  765 

Transfer  of,  from  Mississippi  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  379, 

387, 436,  438, 446, 450,  453,  465, 472, 561,  575,  576,  579-581,  627 

Irwin,  Jeremiah. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  4,  388 

Mentioned .  320, 554,  692,  731,  749 

Island  No  8,  Mississippi  River.  Affairs  at.  Reports  of 

Burris,  John  T .  483 

Fitch,  LeRoy .  245 

Island  No.  34,  Mississippi  River.  Difficulty  of  navigation  in  vicinity  of. 

Report  of  Byron  Wilson .  502 

Island  No.  68,  Mississippi  River.  Expedition  to,  November  7,  1864.  Re¬ 
port  of  Frederic  S.  Hill .  721 

Ivy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned.. .  65,  775,  779,  783 

J.  H.  Lacey,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  790 

J.  R.  Williams,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 344 

J.  W.  Cheeseman,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  October  30, 

1864 .  603-605,  620,  621,  624,  682,  685,  686 

Jack,  Thomas  M.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Polk,  Leonidas. 

Jackson,  Calvin  C. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  740 

Mentioned .  738,  739,  754-756,  758,  760 

Jackson,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  689 

Jackson,  Raph.  Mentioned .  712,  713 

Jackson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  254,772 

Jackson,  Virgil.  Mentioned .  427 

Jackson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  676 

Jackson’s  plantation.  Mentioned . . . 365 
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Page. 

Jacobs,  John  W.  Mentioned .  806,807 

James,*  Captain  (C.  S.  A.).  Mentioned .  798,  799 

James,*  Lieutenant  (C.  S.  A.).  Mentioned .  799 

J ames,  J oshua.  Mentioned .  537,  538,  542,  549,  798,  800 

J ames’  (J oshua)  plantation.  Mentioned .  537-539,  543,  549,  550,  797,  798 

James,  Wiley.  Mentioned .  726 

James  Battle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  43 

James  White,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  799 

Janeau,  Justin.  Mentioned .  40,307 

Jeffers,  William  L.  Mentioned .  806 

Jenes,  William.  Mentioned .  182 

Jenkins,  Henderson.  Mentioned .  254 

Jennie  Hobbs, f  Steamer.  Mentioned .  394 

John  H.  Dickey,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  747 

John  Raine,  U.  S.  S.  (M.  M.  B.).  Mentioned .  774 

Johnson,  Landsman.  Mentioned .  602 

Johnson,  Adam  It.  Mentioned .  509, 510, 514 

Johnson,  Andrew.  Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  669 

Johnson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  689 

Johnson,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  253 

Johnson,  Haden.  Mentioned .  419 

Johnson,  Nat.  F.  Mentioned .  795 

Johnson,  Richard  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Wilson .  664 

Mentioned . 670,681 

Johnson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  22 

Johnson’s  place.  Mentioned .  40, 306, 313 

Johnsonville,  Tenn. 

Establishment  of  magazine  at.  Order  of  S.  P.  Lee .  720 

Operations  near,  and  destruction  of  U.  S.  steamers  Undine,  Tawah,  Key 
West,  Elfin,  and  transports,  November  4,  1864. 

Communications  from 

King,  E.  M .  623 

Thomas,  George  H .  616 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Howland,  Henry .  623 

Lee,  S.  P .  616-618 


Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  687 

Chalmers,  James  R .  686 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  611 

Forrest,  N.  B .  683 

Hale,  D.  W . 617,618 

Howland,  Henry .  620 

King,  Edward  M .  610,  615,  616 

Lee,  S.  P .  609,  611 

McConnell,  S.  J . --- .  626 

Shirk,  James  W .  610,  615,  628 

Sinclair,  William.. .  624 

Thomas,  George  H .  619 

Van  Duzer,  J.  C .  620 


*  Unidentified. 


f  Jennie  Hubbs  in  Army  War  Records,  vol.  41,  pt.  3. 
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Johnston,  John  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R _ 

Burnet,  William. 

Greer,  J.  A . 

Owen,  E.  K . 

Porter,  D.  D - 

Ramsay,  F.  M... 

Smith,  W . 

Mentioned . 


Page. 

.  68,125,151 

.  193 

3,  65,  310, 314, 322,  364,  380, 405 

. .  315 

.  98,153 

.  129 

.  68,88,89,91 

.  6,319,330,475 


Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  802 

Mentioned . 42,368 

John  Warner,  Steamer.  Loss  of,  in  Red  River,  La.,  May  5,  1864 .  112-124 

126, 127, 134, 174,  782 

Jolahie,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  336 

Jones,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  372 

Jones,  Junius  Alexander.  Mentioned .  772 

Jones,  Lew.  Mentioned .  254 

Jones,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  121, 122 

Jones,  Nick.  Mentioned .  254 

Jones,  Wiley.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  369 

Jordan,  A.  M.  Mentioned .  84,  85 

Jordan,  Meltiah. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  126 

Mentioned .  129 

Jos.  Pierce,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  545 

Jowbart,  David.  Mentioned .  798 

Judge  Torrence,  U.  S.  S. 


Condition  of .  271 

Mentioned .  18, 103, 238, 242,  277, 317, 320,  330,  554,  692, 731, 736,  749,  770 

Orders  for  movements . 4, 13, 388 


Juliet,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  4). 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  75-77, 81-87, 110, 167, 177 

Mentioned .  317,320,326,329, 

374, 389, 404, 434,  506, 523, 554, 557, 692, 731, 749,  767,  772,  782,  786,  787 

Orders  for  movements .  278,  560 

Seizure  of  cotton  by . . . T .  212,  308,  365 

Kane,  A.  Jackson.  Mentioned .  333,  334 

KansasTroops.  (Union).  Mentioned.  Artillery, Light — Batteries:  1st,  621,622,625. 

Kate  Foster,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  764,  768 

Kate  Hart,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  526,  527,  529 

Kay,  Ellwood.  Mentioned .  782 

Kearny,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned .  192 

Kearny,  P.  F.  Mentioned .  192 

Keene,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  139,  305 

Clark,  T.  E . , .  397 

Porter,  D.  D .  305 

Mentioned .  273,  320, 534, 555,  693,  731,  749 


"■Probably  Kate  B.  Porter,  afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Kate. 
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Keene,  Henry  T. — Continued. 

Reports  of.  Pag0 

Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  15,  1864 .  396 

Rowe’s  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  September  2,  1864 .  535 

Tunica  Bend.  Affairs  at .  508 

Kelley,  Captain.  Mentioned .  310 

Kelley,  David  C.  Mentioned .  682,685 

Kelley’s  Crossing,  Tenn.  Engagement  at.  See  Eddyville,  Tenn.  Engage¬ 
ment  near. 

Kellogg,  Mr.  Mentioned .  799 

Kelly,  John.  Mentioned .  798 

Kemper,  Andrew  C.  Mentioned .  509 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Heintzelman,  S.  P. 

Kendall,  Charles  F. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  740 

Mentioned .  183,  717,  738,  739,  741,  756,  763,  768 

Kennett,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  386 

Kent,  Alonzo  W.  Mentioned .  84 

Kenton,  Steamer.  Attack  upon,  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  October  10,  1864 .  582-586 


Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Artillery,  Light — Batteries: 
Cobb’s  ( Gracey’s ),  688. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry — Regiments:  5th,  207;  17th,  667. 

Infantry — Regiments:  48th,  667. 

Miscellaneous — Fungo  Home  Guards,  333. 

Kenwood,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  14). 


Expedition  in  retaliation  for  killing  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher .  762 

Mentioned .  68,  88,  92,  237, 242,  261, 

271,  287,  288,  317, 320,  329, 374, 474,  521, 525, 554,  693,  731,  749,  772,  798 

Orders  for  movements .  152 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  562 

Keota,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 336 

Key  West,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  32). 

Attack  upon,  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  October  10,  1864 .  582-587 

Loss  of,  near  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  November  4,  1864 .  609-628,  683,  687 

Mentioned . . .  216,  228, 229,  318, 320, 330,  337, 514, 554, 607,  693 

Kickapoo,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  455, 460, 467, 554,  693 

Orders  for  movements .  477 

Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  576,  579, 580 

Woods,  D.  C.,  appointed  to  command .  462 

Kidlers,  George.  Mentioned .  254 

King,  Charles. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel .  241 

Mentioned . .  320, 555, 693,  731,  750 

King,  Edward  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Howland,  H . - .  623 

Shirk,  J.  W .  610,  615,  616 

Mentioned .  320,554, 


583, 584, 587,  607,  609,  611,  612,  614,  619,  621,  622,  624-626,  628,  693 

Reports  of. 

Eastport,  Miss.’  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West  and  Undine 
and  transports  at,  October  10,  1864 . 


585 


856 


INDEX. 


King,  Edward  M. — Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Johnsonville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  and  destruction  of  IT.  S.  steam¬ 
ers  Undine,  Tawah,  Key  West,  Elfin,  and  transports,  November  page. 

4,  1864 .  610,  615,  616 

King,  Enoch  P.  Petition  of,  requesting  to  be  relieved  of  conscription  into 

the  Army .  725 

King,  Henry.  Mentioned .  798 

King,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  450 

Mentioned .  236,  287 

King,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  205 

Kingdom,  John.  Mentioned .  253 

Kinninment,  David  L.  Mentioned .  410 

Kinsey,  William  B.  Mentioned .  133,138 

Kirkendall,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . . , .  160 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G.  Mentioned .  385,806 

Knapp,  Danvers  D.  Mentioned .  539,  798 

Kneeland,  Samuel  M.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  see  Granger,  R.  S. 

Knight,  M.  Mentioned . 206 

Knights,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  443 

Knights,  William.  Mentioned .  443 

Knowles,  Warren  P.  Mentioned . 801 

Kribben,  William  J. 

Mentioned . 726 

Petition  of,  for  exemption  of  pilots  from  conscription .  448 

Lacey,  J.  H.,  Steamer.  See  J.  H.  Lacey,  Steamer. 

La  Cross,  Baromer.  Mentioned .  782 

La  Crosse,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  194 

Lady  Pike,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  220, 426, 455 

Lafayette,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  24,  30,  35,  71,  77, 117. 152 

Mentioned .  236-238,  242,  261,  303,  317,  320,  329,  330,  374, 404, 468, 469, 

474,  492,  493,  497,  506,  516,  524,  525,  534,  554,  693,  731,  749,  751,  773,  789 

Orders  for  movements .  240 

Laffy  or  Laffey,  Bartlett.  Mentioned .  14(  253 

Lake,  Silver,  U.  S.  S.  See  Silver  Lake,  U.  S.  S. 

Lake  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  344 

Lamport,  Richard  T.  Mentioned .  792,793 

Lancaster  No.  4,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  239  243 

Landis,  Steamer.  Firing  upon,  near  Port  Hudson,  La.,  June  16,  1864 .  399,  400 

Landry,  Sergeant.  Mentioned .  465 

Lane,  Harriet,  U.  S.  S.  See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Lane,  James  H.  Mentioned . : . _ .  293 

Langthorne,  Amos  R. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  23  469 

Mentioned .  6, 11, 25,  77, 320,  406, 435,  555,  693,*  73l’  791 

Reports  of. 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  4§q 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  144 

Laning,  James. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  5,  280,  311,  314,  322,  330,  380, 401, 406 

Mentioned .  310,  320,  555,  693,  704,  731,  794 
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Laning,  James — Continued. 

Papers  and  drawings  by,  for  launching  and  reconstructing  the  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Indianola .  357 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  402, 722, 723 

Report  of  raising  of  U.  S.  S.  Indianola .  178 

Lathrop,  Solon  H.  Mentioned .  520 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Paine,  Eleazer. 

Laurel,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  102 

Laurel  Hill,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  776,785,798 

La  Valley,  George.  Mentioned .  427 

Lavinia  Logan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  325,326,367 

Lawler,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  782 

Lawler,  Michael  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  G.  L .  525 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  522 

Mentioned .  535 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Morganza,  La .  561 

Lawrence,  John  W.  Mentioned .  339 

Lawrence,  William  H.  (34th  N.  J.  Inf.).  Mentioned .  215,226 

Lawrence,  William  H.  (17th  Ky.  Cav.).  Mentioned .  667 

Lawterman,  H.  It.  Mentioned .  798 

Lawther,  Robert  R.  Mentioned .  415, 417,  791,  805,  806 

Lebanon,  Steamer. 

Capture  and  burning  of,  May  24,  1864 .  806 

Mentioned . , .  406 

Lecompte’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  775 

Lee,  Captain.  Mentioned .  36 

Lee,  Albert  L. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  36 

Mentioned .  58, 482, 494,  808 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  42, 150,  291, 301, 325 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips. 

Appointed  to  command  Mississippi  Squadron . .  693, 699-701, 706, 716,  717 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  R .  631 

Atkinson,  J.  W .  719 

Bacon,  G .  723,743 

Bickerstaff,  S . - . - .  739 

Boone,  T.  G .  722 

Bryson,  A . 733,736 

Buford,  N.  B, .  746 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  716,  735 

Cornwell,  J.  J .  746,  762 

Davis,  C.  H .  599,  736,  737 

Devoe,  J.  B .  727,  750 

Forrest,  M .  595 

Forrest,  N.  B .  234 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  611,  629,  631,  633-636,  638,  639, 641,  647,  649,  662,  673,  731 

Gerdes,  F.  . .  711 

Gipson,  J.  C .  727 

Gordon,  W.  . .  72'^ 

Greer,  J.  A .  724,  738, 748,  754, 755,  758-760,  762,  764,  768 

Hill,  F.  . .  721 
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Lee,  Samuel  Phillips — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Hoel,  W.  E . 747 

Howard,  S .  733 

Jackson,  C.  C .  740 

Kendall,  C.  F .  740 

King,  E.  P .  725 

Laning,  James .  722 

Livingston,  J.  W .  753 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  600,  718,  719,  723,  730,  734,  743,  759,  769 

McElroy,  T .  248 

May,  E.  L .  544 

Meredith,  S .  637,  665,  666,  706,  771 

Mitchell,  J.  G .  709,  720,  724,  728,  741,  742,  746,  758 

Morgan,  E .  447 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  547,  548,  708,  724,  764,  765 

Paducah,  Ky.,  Commanding  naval  officer  at .  706 

Pattison,  T .  721 

Pennock,  A.  M .  717,  732j  733  737 

Pettey,  J.  B .  72g 

Eeed,  H.  P .  79g 

Eogers,  G.  W . .'**’***  745 

Sebastian,  B .  747 

Shirk,  J.  W . . .  599,  606,  610,  615-617,  628,  630,  632,  633,  720,  733 

Smithland,  Ky.,  Commanding  naval  officer  at .  706 

Thomas,  G.  H .  g16 

631,  632,  635-639,  654-658,  660-662,  664-668,  670-673,  675,  678-680,  717 

Townsend,  E . 7gg 

Volunteer,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  633 

Woolf  oik,  A.  C .  7Q7 

General  orders .  599,  716)  719j  729j  7^  761)  766 

Mentioned .  249, 445,  575,  603,  658,  659,  674,  681,  712,  715,  751 

Eeports  of. 

Big  Black  Eiver,  Miss.  Destruction  of  railroad  bridge  over  Novem¬ 
ber,  27,  1864 . ’ .  743 

Bruinsburg,  Miss.  Captures  made  opposite .  734 

Canby,  E.  E.  S.  Wounding  of,  in  White  Eiver,  Ark .  736 

Chickasaw,  Ala.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  g7g 

Cricket,  U.  S.  S.  Firing  upon  small  boat  in  Mississippi  Eiver  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1864 . 761 

Cumberland  Eiver.  Operations  on .  g47 

Decatur,  Ala. 

Engagement  at,  October  28,  1864 .  594 

Evacuation  of,  December  27,  1864 . 

Gaines  Landing,  Ark.  Expected  attempt  of  Confederates  "to  cross 
Mississippi  Eiver  at. 


676 


698,  699 


Glenney ,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eattler .  541  544 

Greer,  J.  A.  Postponement  of  detachment  of,  from  Mississippi  Squad¬ 


ron.. 


Johnson ville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  and  destruction  of  U.  S.  steamers 
l  ndnie,  Tawah,  Key  West,  Elfin,  and  transports,  November  4, 


763 


1864. 


609,  611 
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Lee,  Samuel  Phillips — Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Mississippi  Squadron.  Page. 

Disposition  of  vessels  of . .  . .  730, 749 

Inspection  of,  by  fleet  surgeon .  754 

System  of  supplies  in .  756 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Battle  of,  December  15-16,  1864 .  668,672 

Operations  near,  December  3-16,  1864,  including  engagements  at 

Bell’s  Mills,  December  3,  4,  and  6 .  640, 648 

Obion  River,  Tenn.  Capture  of  arms  and  ammunition  on .  757 

Petrel,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  in  Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  April  22,  1864. . .  249 

Pilots.  Drafting  of,  for  service  in  the  Army .  725 

Rattler,  IT.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  a  gale,  December  30,  1864 .  769 

Signal,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  May  5,  1864 .  116 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  on . :..  627 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  728,  741 

Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  in  engagement  at  Paris  Landing,  Tenn., 

October  30,  1864 .  598,  599, 627 

Request  of,  for 

Appointment  of  Peirce  Crosby  as  fleet  captain,  Mississippi  Squadron. .  742 

Return  of  ironclads  from  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  761,  765 

Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence 

Forrest,  N.  B .  234 

Scott,  J.  S . 400,  408 

Mentioned .  323,  597 

Lee,  William  P.  Mentioned .  83,  785 

Learning,  Mack  J.  Mentioned .  224,  235 

Lenthall,  John.  Mentioned . - . .  556 

Leonard,  Michael.  Mentioned .  424 

Le  Rhoades,  F.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock . .  265 

Levier,  Jacob  S.  Mentioned .  116 

Levy  &  Brothers.  Mentioned .  454 

Lewis,  Major.  Mentioned .  180,  792 

Lewis,  Mr.  Mentioned . - .  486 

Lewis,  Ben.  Mentioned . 85 

Lewis,  J.  Mentioned .  185 

Lexington,  u.  s.  s. 

Abstract  log,  March  1-June  28,  1864 .  788-791 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  25, 

29,  35, 42, 49-53,  61,  75,  77,  78, 80,  86, 94,  96, 124, 130, 131 

Engagement  at  White  River  Station,  Ark.,  June  22, 1864 .  415-417 

Flye,  William,  appointed  to  command .  720 

Mentioned .  19,  285,  317, 320,  329, 407, 414, 420, 429, 464, 467, 496,  502, 

521,  554,  555,  558,  667,  671,  693,  731,  749,  753,  774,  777,  780,  784,  785,  787 

Orders  for  movements .  733 

Seizure  by,  of  steamers  Mattie,  M.  Walt,  and  R.  E.  Hill,  at  Beulah  Land¬ 
ing,  Miss.,  June  15,  1864 .  392-394,  562 

Seizure  of  cotton  by . 

Liberty,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Liddell,  James  F.  Mentioned . 
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Liddell,  St.  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  Page. 

Menard,  Jos . 264 

Taylor,  R .  263 

Mentioned .  165, 169 

Likens,  James  B.  Mentioned .  168, 173 

Lilly,  Albert.  Mentioned .  253 

Lilly  Martin,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  350 

Linden,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  10). 

Mentioned .  Ill,  318, 330,  567 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  562 

Lindley,  Henry.  Mentioned .  15 

Lindsey,  James  E.  Mentioned .  192 

Lindsey,  William  M.  Mentioned .  192 

Lioness,  U.S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  130 

Lippett,  Henry.  Mentioned .  224 

Litherbury,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A .  756,  76g 

Pennock,  A.  M .  373 

Mentioned .  731,  749,  763,  768 

Little  Champion,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  179, 490, 491 

Orders  for  movements .  326 

Little  Rebel,  U.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  April  4,  1864 .  211 

King,  Charles,  appointed  to  command .  241 

Mentioned .  179, 181,  237, 317,  320, 329, 555,  693,  731,  749,  772,  789 

Orders  for  movements .  726 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Attack  on  railroad  between  Devall’s  Bluff  and .  Report  of  George  M.  Bache  521 
Supplies  for.  Communication  from  Lewis  B.  Parsons .  10 

Livingston,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee . : .  758 

Mentioned .  767 

Livingston,  Robert  R.  Mentioned . 386 

Llewellyn,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  473 

Lloyd,  Q.,  Steamer.  See  Q.  Lloyd,  Steamer. 

Loan,  William  F.  Mentioned .  118-121 

Lobdell,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  343 

Lochbaum,  George.  Mentioned .  424 

Logan,  George  W.  Correspondence  with  E.  K.  Smith .  165 

Logan,  Lavinia,  Steamer.  See  Lavinia  Logan,  Steamer. 

Logwood,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  ggy 

Long,  Mr.  Mentioned .  274 

Longstreet,  James.  Mentioned .  gQ2 

Longworth,  Nicholas,  Steamer.  See  Nicholas  Longworth,  Steamer. 

Lope,  William  H.  Mentioned . . .  754 

Lord,  George  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  Q2 

Foster,  J.  P .  ^45 

Mentioned .  114,  118j  134j  274;  554,  692,  730,  749 
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Lord,  George  P.  —Continued. 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Covington,  in  engagement  at  Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.,  page. 


May  5,  1864 .  112 

Request  of,  that  a  Mississippi  pilot  be  assigned  to  U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe .  551 

Lou  Eaves,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  509,512 

Louisiana.  Affairs  in.  Reports  of 

Greer,  James  A . 466 

Owen,  E.  K .  327, 406 

Louisiana,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  568 

Louisiana,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  321 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  2d  (Logan’s),  165. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Benton’s,  167,  169,  177;  Boone’s,  370,  371,  373; 

Crescent,  372,  373,  780;  St.  Mary’s  Cannoneers  ( Cornay’s ),  167, 

169,  176. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  3d  (Harrison’s),  508,  548;  4th  (McNeill’s),  795. 

Infantry — Regiments:  26th,  443. 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Infantry — Regiments:  8th,  16. 
Louisville,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  with  U.  S.  Army  in  the  Red  River  expedition,  March  12  to 

May  22,  1864 .  23-25, 35, 

50, 65,  77, 94,  96, 106, 124, 130, 132, 138, 142, 144, 145, 152 


Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  at  Columbia,  Ark.,  June  2, 1864 _  355-357 

Mentioned .  305,309, 

315,  318, 320, 326, 330,  353, 364-366, 446, 465, 470, 471, 485,  518,  554,  557, 
693,  723,  731,  743,  744,  749,  773,  774,  776,  777,  779,  782,  789,  792,  793,  806 
Operations  at 

Gaines  Landing,  Ark .  331 

Skipwith’s  Landing  and  vicinity .  335,  339,  383, 406,  407,  503,  717,  727 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  560 

Lound,  Mr.  Mentioned .  545 

Love,  George  M.  Mentioned .  133,138 

Lowe,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with  R.  S.  Granger .  608 

Mentioned .  607,609 

Lucy,  Barge.  Mentioned .  195 

Lush,  D.  W.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  265 

Lyne,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  174, 175 

Lynn,  M.  N.  Correspondence  with  S.  L.  Phelps .  548 

Lyon,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Lyon,  U.  S.  S. 

Lyon,  Hylan  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Hood .  688 

Mentioned .  605,  622, 649, 655,  661-667, 671,  672 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamers  at  Cumberland  City,  Tenn.,  December  9, 

1864 .  688 

Lyon,  Southwell.  Mentioned . 114,782 

Lyon,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  R.  S .  668 

Morton,  G .  692 

Report  of  operations  on  Tennessee  River .  568, 592, 593 

Lyons,  Henry.  Mentioned .  116 

Lyons,  Michael.  Mentioned — . 121 

McArthur,  James  N.  Correspondence  with  S.  Meredith .  580 
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McArthur,  John.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  T.  McElroy .  247 

Mentioned . .  245,  246,  250, 252, 254, 257, 258,  669 

McCammett.*  Pilot.  Mentioned .  763,768 

McCarty,  George.  Mentioned .  782,783 

McCarty,  James.  Mentioned .  9,10 

McCauley,  Edward  Y. 

Appointed  to  command 

Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  S .  694,  704 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  574, 718,  719 

Fourth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  730 

Correspondence  with 

Gould,  A.  N . 770 

Lee,  S.  P . .  600,  723,  743,  759 

Willets,  N.  B .  770 

Wright,  C.  A .  734 

Mentioned .  692,749 

Relieved  of  command  Fifth  District  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S. 

Black  Hawk .  704 

Reports  of. 

Bruinsburg,  Miss.  Captures  made  opposite .  734 


Rattler,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  a  gale,  December  30,  1864. 


769 


Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Paris  Landing,  Tenn.,  October  30, 

1864. 

Capture  of  signal  book .  600 

Finding  of  court  of  enquiry .  601 

McCauly,  George.  Mentioned .  119 

McClemand,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks .  100 

Mentioned .  97,  98, 102, 271 

McCloskey,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  Perry  Wilkes .  114 

Mentioned .  H2  445 

McCloskey,  James.  Mentioned .  164-166 

McClurg,  George.  Mentioned . .  118  772 

McCook,  Edward  M.  Mentioned .  689 

McConnell,  Samuel  J.  Report  of  operations  about  Johnsonville,  Term., 

November  4-5,  1864 .  626 

McCormick,  Michael.  Mentioned .  121  772 

McCoy,  Arthur  C.  Mentioned .  808 

McCray,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  52i 

McCulloch,  Robert.  Mentioned .  224 

McDonald,  Sergeant.  Mentioned .  799 

McDonald,  John  A.  Reports  of. 

Morgan  Bend,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  3,  1864 .  359 

Paducah,  Ky.  Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw,  in 

repulse  of  attack  upon,  March  25,  1864 . 200 

McDowell,  Irvin.  Mentioned .  293 

McElroy,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with 

McArthur,  J .  247 

Chambers,  J.  W .  9kk 

Owen,  E.  K .  . 

Scofield,  H . 255 


*  Found  also  McCammant, 
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McElroy,  Thomas— Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  13, 16,  250,  252-254, 257-259 

Reports  of. 

Sunflower  River,  Miss.  Reconnoissance  of .  182 

Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at,  April  21, 

and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22, 1864  .  246, 248 

Operations  at,  March  5,  1864 .  14 

McFarland,  William  D.  Report  of  construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  on  Tennessee 

River .  366 

McFaul,  John  C.  Mentioned .  506 

Machette,  Henry  C.  Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Undine,  in  engagement 

at  Paris  Landing,  Term.,  October  30,  1864 .  599 

Mackall, - .  Mentioned .  187 

McKean,  Edward.  Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  E .  810 

Grant,  A.,  jr .  810 

McKee,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned .  549 

McKee,  George  C.  Mentioned .  16, 17 

McKenzie,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  392 

McKnight,  Judge.  Mentioned . «> .  333 

McLane,  William  H.  Mentioned .  564 

McLaren,  Mr.  Mentioned .  531 

McLaughlin,  It.  T.  Mentioned .  443 

McMillan,  James  W.  Report  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Red  River  cam¬ 
paign .  138 

McMillen,  William  L.  Mentioned .  669 

McNeil,  Washington.  Mentioned .  783 

McNeill,  A.  J.  Mentioned .  795 

McNelly,  L.  H.  Mentioned .  163 

McNiff,  William.  Mentioned .  782 

McPherson,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  23 

Mentioned .  185, 211,  215,  262,  269, 272, 273, 285 

McRae,  Conrad.  Mentioned .  192 

McRae,  Dandridge.  Mentioned .  214 

McSween,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  782 

McVea,  P.  S.  Mentioned . 508 

Madison,  George  T.  Mentioned .  174 

Magers,  Francis  M.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  352 

Magnet,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  510,  644,  769-771, 801, 802 

Magruder,  John  B.  Mentioned .  162 

Magune,  James  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee .  507, 522 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  576 

Mentioned .  507,  555, 693 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  29th,  133,  138;  30th,  133, 

138. 

Maitland,  William. 

Mentioned .  81, 83, 84, 434 

Report  of  engagement  in  Red  River,  La.,  April  27,  1864 .  87 

Major,  James  P.  Mentioned .  168, 171, 173, 174 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  See  Navy  Department,  C.  S.;  also  Secretary  of  Navy, 

C.  S. 
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Malvern,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  708,  709 

Manhattan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  561,  580,  696,  697,  749,  765 

Mann,  W.  C.,  Steamer.  See  W.  C.  Mann,  Steamer. 

Manning,  C.  Mentioned .  192 

Manring,  Maschil.  Mentioned .  123 

Mansfield,  Mr.  Mentioned .  348 

Mansfield,  La.  Battle  near,  April  8,  1864.  See  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  Battle  of, 
etc. 

Mansfield,  Lovell  &  Co.  Mentioned .  348 

Maras,  Antoine.  Mentioned .  40 

Maria,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  21, 214, 306, 352 

Maria  Hamilton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  773 

Marine  Brigade.  See  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Mariner,  Steamer.  Burning  of,  in  St.  Francis  River,  Ark.,  July  2,  1864 .  808 

Marines, U.S.  Requestof  S.  P.  Lee  for,  for  duty  with  Mississippi  Squadron..  701,  708 
Mark,  — .  Mentioned .  261 

Marmaduke,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  Colton  Greene .  803-805 


420, 422, 429, 431, 442, 446, 447, 453, 461, 464, 468, 473, 487,  527, 803, 805 
Marmora,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  2). 

Condition  of . . .  518 

Mentioned .  305, 309, 318,  320,  330,  356, 407, 465,  555,  581,  693,  731,  749 

Operations  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  March  5,  1864 .  14, 15 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  562 

Smallpox  on  board  of .  559 

Mars,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130 

Marsh,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  129 

Marshall,  - - — .  Mentioned .  261 

Marshall,  James. 

Mentioned .  215,  221,  224, 320,  336,  361, 362, 373, 408, 435 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 .  219 

Plum  Point,  Tenn.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  353 

Marshall,  W.  E.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith .  164 

Martin,  Denis.  Mentioned .  798 

Martin,  Lilly,  Steamer.  See  Lilly  Martin,  Steamer. 

Martin,  William  A.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
see  Andrews,  Christopher  C. 

Martin  Walt,  Steamer. 

Mentioned . 520,562 

Seizure  of,  at  Beulah  Landing,  Miss.,  June  15,  1864 .  392-394 

Mary  E.  Forsyth,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  709,  759 

Mason,  Confederate  scout.  Mentioned .  313 

Mason,  A.  P.  Mentioned .  088 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Hood,  John  B. 
Mason,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Pennock,  A.  M .  300 

Wallace,  Charles .  202 

Mentioned .  038 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  2d  (B, 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Fairy,  which  see. 
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Page. 

Mathers, - .  Mentioned .  479 

Matthews,  George.  Mentioned .  505 

Matthews,  It.  B.  Mentioned .  688 

Mattie,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  520,  562 

Seizure  of,  at  Beulah  Landing,  Miss.,  June  15,  1864 .  392-394,  791 

Mattie  Cook,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  524,  748 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  810 

Mentioned .  802 

May,  A.  H.  Mentioned .  264 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General  see  Taylor,  Richard. 

May  Duke,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  791 

May,  Edward.  Mentioned .  285 

May,  Robert  L. 

Appointed  to  command 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  704 

Fourth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  720 

Correspondence  with 

Hoel,  W.  R .  546 

Willets,  N.  B .  ^45 

Mentioned . .  692,718,719 

Relieved  of  command  of  Fourth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  730 

Report  of  case  of  Daniel  W.  Glenney,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  544,547 

Mayeux,  R.  Mentioned .  373 

Maysville,  Ky.  Seizure  of  horses  at. 

Communication  from  T.  C.  Campbell .  391 

Order  of  Le  Roy  Fitch .  390 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  390 

Pennock,  A.  . .  390 

Spooner,  C.  W . - .  389 

Mazeppa,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  in  Tennessee  River .  004,  620,  624,  684 

Meade’s  plantation.  Mentioned . 775 

Megathlin,  Anthony  S.  Mentioned . . - .  273 

Megler,  Joseph  G. 

Correspondence  with  G.  M.  Bache . .  39 

i  r  .  •  7  .  393. 791 

Mentioned . . .  3 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Correspondence  with  J.  Brooks .  48i 

Mellen,  William  P.  Mentioned . 192>  493 

Melville,  George  S.  Mentioned . -  * 

Melvine,  William.  Mentioned . 

Memphis,  Term. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  . .  367 

Pennock,  A.  . . 

Rosecrans,  W.  . .  235,236,266 

Townsend,  Robert .  694,700,70 

Order  of  S.  P.  Lee . . 
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Memphis,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Affairs  at — Continued. 

Reports  of  Page. 

Pattison,  T . . .  237,  262, 279 

Pennock,  A.  M .  701 

Porter,  D.  D . , .  341 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  force  under  Major-General  Forrest,  August 
22,  1864.  Reports  of 

Pattison,  T .  517 

Townsend,  Robert .  519 

Menard,  Jos. 

Correspondence  with  St.  John  R.  Liddell .  264 

Mentioned .  163,263 

Meredith,  Solomon. 

Correspondence  with 

Burbridge,  S.  G . 702 

Lee,  S.  P .  637,  665,  666,  706,  771 

McArthur,  J.  N .  580 

Pennock,  A.  M . 580 

Reed,  H.  P .  667,671 

Mentioned .  486,635 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Undine,  in  engagement  at  Paris  Landing, 

Tenn.,  October  30,  1864 .  605 

Metcalf,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  m 

Meteor,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . • .  ^29 

Orders  for  movements .  126  289 

Metropolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  158  702 

Michael,  William  H.  C.  Mentioned .  394;  424 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments :  12th,  529-531;  18th, 

594,  609. 

Millar,  C.  J.,  Steamer.  See  C.  J.  Millar,  Steamer. 

Miller,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  H9 

Miller,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned . . . . . .  641  773—775 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bell’s  Mills,  Tenn.,  December  3-4,  1864,  and 

recapture  of  steamers  Prairie  State,  Prima  Donna,  and  Magnet. .  643 

Miller,  Florence,  Steamer.  See  Florence  Miller,  Steamer. 

Miller,  Griffin  T.  Mentioned .  355 

Miller,  H.  H.  Mentioned . 192 

Miller,  James.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  General  Bragg,  en¬ 
gagement  at  Como  Landing,  La.,  June  16,  1864 .  399 

Miller,  Robert.  Mentioned .  7a2 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S. 

Completion  of .  ^ 

Magune,  J.  W.,  appointed  to  commands .  597  522 

Mentioned. .  .  516,  524,  555,  557, 580,  58l’  693 

Request  for  officers  for .  gQ7 

Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  576  579  691 

Mississippi.  Affairs  in. 

Communication  from  A.  F.  O’Neil . 

Reports  of 

Mitchell,  John  G . 

Washburn,  C.  C . cZ 
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Mississippi,  Steamer.  Firing  upon,  by  Confederate  battery  at  Ratliff’s  Land-  page. 

ing,  May  16,  1864 .  303 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Statement  of  James  Brooks  regarding  organization  and  usefulness  of .  481 

Trade  carried  on  by .  335, 363 

Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of.  See  Trade.  Restriction  of. 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  of  Confederates  in  Trans-Mississippi  De¬ 
partment  to  cross .  513,  517,  522,  534,  627,  640,  716-718,  735,  743, 808 

Davis,  C.  H.,  appointed  senior  member  of  commission  to  select  site  for 

naval  station  on,  etc .  533 

Greer,  James  A.,  appointed  to  command  in,  from  White  River,  Ark.,  to 

Natchez,  Miss .  266 

Trade  on.  See  Trade.  Restriction  of. 

Mississippi  River,  Officers  Commanding  U.  S.  gunboats  on.  Corre¬ 
spondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby .  695 

Mississippi  Squadron. 

Appointment  of  Peirce  Crosby  as  fleet  captain  requested  by  S.  P.  Lee .  742 

Deficiency  of  regular  officers  in .  444 

Disposition  of  vessels  of.  Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P .  730,749 

Pennock,  A.  M .  692 

Porter,  D.  D .  319,554 

Districts  of,  limits  and  vessels  attached  to .  317, 329 

See  also  respective  districts. 

Inspection  of,  by  fleet  surgeon .  754 

Instructions  of  D.  D.  Porter,  previous  to  departure  for  the  North .  459 

Lee,  S.  P.,  appointed  to  command .  693,  699-701,  706,  716,  717 

Phelps,  S.  L.,  detached  from .  559 

Porter,  D.  D.,  relieved  of  command  of .  570, 574,  575 

Purchase  and  fitting  of  vessels  for .  724,  738-741,  754-756,  758-760,  762-764,  768 

Recommendation  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  promotion  of  certain  officers.. .  311, 316,  329 

Request  of  S.  P.  Lee  for  marines  for  duty  with .  701,  708 

Return  of  ironclads  to,  from  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  765 

Request  of  S.  P.  Lee .  761,  765 

System  of  supplies  in .  756 

Transfer  of  ironclads  from,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  379, 

387, 436, 438, 446,  450, 453, 465,  472, 561,  575,  576,  579-581,  627 
Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Artillery,  Light  Batter¬ 
ies:  Pettus  Flying  (Hudson's),  685. 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Cavalry— Regiments:  1st,  16. 

Missimer,  Hillary.  Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Hull .  287 

Missouri. 

Affairs  in. 

Communications  from 

Pennock,  A.  M .  579 

Rosecrans,  W.  S .  579 

Order  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  579 

Strength  of  secret  order  in.  Communication  from  B.  P.  Van  Court .  809 

Missouri,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  36, 162-165,  538,  540,  549,  550,  810 

Missouri,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  355,356 


*  Probably  the  same  as  New  Missouri,  p.  420. 
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Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Cavalry — Regiments:  3d 
(Greene’s),  805,  806;  4th  ( Burbridge’s ),  806,  807;  7th  (Kitchen’s), 

187,  806;  8th  (Jeffers’),  806;  10th  (Lawther’s),  408,  415,  417,  791, 

805,  806. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments:  2d  (Battery  G),  582. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  527. 

Infantry — Regiments:  24th,  235;  42d,  649.  Page. 

Mist,  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  764 

Mitchell,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A . .  23 

Lee,  S.  P .  709,  720,  724,  742,  746 

Marshall,  J .  353 

Pennock,  A.  M .  578 

Porter,  D.  D .  373,  411,  435, 439, 451 

Sherman,  F .  731 

Townsend,  R .  704 

Mentioned .  24,  77,  319,  362, 

376,  429,  466,  480,  524,  554,  692,  701,  703,  730,  747,  749,  757,  771,  773-776 

Reports  of. 

Eighth  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Operations  in .  375,  381 

New  Madrid,  Mo.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  385 

Obion  River,  Tenn.  Capture  of  arms  and  ammunition  on .  758 

Orders.  Receipt  of .  193 

Osage,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of .  336,361 

Red  River  campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  95, 142, 144 

Rice,  Paskil.  Capture  of .  408 

Trade.  Restriction  of . . f .  434,728 

Mitchell,  William  H.  Mentioned .  546,547 

Mittie  Stephens,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130,139,776 

Mix,  William  M.  Mentioned .  253 

Mixer,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  408 

Mizner,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Carr . 455 

Mentioned . , .  410 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  White  River,  Ark .  455 

Mobile,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  567 

Mobile,  Ala.  Affairs  at.  Communication  from  J.  S.  Palmer .  465 

Moffit,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  549 

Moler, - .  Mentioned .  391 

Molineux,  Edward  L.  Mentioned .  67 

Molloy,  John.  Mentioned . 506 

Monarch,  U.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  348,  356,  377,  806 

Moncure,  J.  C.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Polignac,  C.  J. 

Monroe,  James.  Mentioned .  254 

Monroe,  James  C.  Mentioned .  806 

Monroe,  La.  Burning  of  courthouse,  depot,  and  bridge  at.  Report  of  James 

p-  Foster .  236 

Montandon,  James  E.  Mentioned .  622  623  626 

Montgomery*,  Colonel.  Mentioned . ’  406*  407 

Mooney,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  4^9 

Moore,  John.  Mentioned .  292 


*  Unidentified. 
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Moore,  Jonathan  B.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  A.  J.  Smith .  659 

Mentioned . . . .  528 

Moore,  T.  O.  Mentioned .  192 

Moose,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  34). 

Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16, 

1864 .  641,  643,  645,  646,  649,  650,  653,  659,  663,  668 

Mentioned .  273,  318, 320,  326,  328, 330,  367, 381,  387,  390, 401, 

405,  439,  476,  499,  512,  520,  532,  553,  555,  566,  603,  673,  693,  731,  749,  758 

Operations. 

At  Hickman,  Ky.,  and  Island  No.  8 .  245 

In  defense  of  Columbus  and  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn., 

April  12-14, 1864 .  215-217,  220,  227, 228 

In  Ohio  River .  338, 367,  375,  384, 441, 488 

In  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers .  183,  358,  611,  629 

Moran,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782 

Morehead,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  731,749 

Morehead,  Randall.  Mentioned .  253 

Morey,  Benjamin  F.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  see  Canby,  E.  R.  S. 

Morgan,  Edmund.  . 

Correspondence  with  Le  Roy  Fitch .  653 

Mentioned .  387,641,650,651,750 

Morgan,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  66 

Mentioned .  67, 114, 116, 120, 134 

Reports  of  loss  of  IJ.  S.  S  Signal,  at  Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.,  May  5,  1864 .  117 

Morgan,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  192 

Morgan,  James  D.  Mentioned .  587 

Morgan,  John  T.  Mentioned . .  230,  381, 390 

Morgan,  William  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
see  Washburn,  C.  C. 

Morgan  Bend,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  3,  1864.  Reports  of 

Harris,  J.  Louis .  359 

McDonald,  John  A .  359 

Morganza,  La.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Reports  of 

Lawler,  M.  K .  561 

Roberts,  B.  S .  4°6 

Morong,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  66, 102, 127, 128 

Mentioned .  319,  554,  692,  730,  749 

Morton,  Gilbert. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  R.  . .  594 

Lyon,  W.  P . .  592 

Mentioned .  560,  588,  596-598,  609,  731,  749 

Reports  of. 

Flag  of  truce.  Complaint  of  violation  of .  607 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  on .  590,  592,  593 

Morton,  John  W.  (U.  S.  N.).  Mentioned .  584,  601 

Morton,  John  W.,  jr.  (C.  S.  A.).  Mentioned .  683 

Mosman,  A.  T.  Mentioned .  711 

Mound  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  12-May  19,  1864 .  791-793 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition . . . 23, 

25,  35,  50,  77,  94,  96, 124, 129, 132, 138, 142-144, 157 
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Mound  City,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned . . .  5,  7,  317,  320,  322,  330,  406, 

467-469,  471,  478,  484,  495,  502,  555,  693,  723,  731,  749,  773,  776,  783,  789 

Orders  for  movements .  461,  576 

Patterson,  G.  W.  D.,  assumes  command .  764 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  180 

Seizure  of  steamer  Rawlins  by' .  11, 12 

Mound  City,  Ill. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  735 

Pennock,  A.  M .  300 

Orders  and  instructions  of  S.  P.  Lee .  732,  733 

Reports  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  301,  516,  523,  556 

Boats  in  port,  May  26,  1864 .  326 

Destruction  of  wharf  boat  at.  Report  of  D.  D.  Porter .  568 

Greer,  James  A.,  appointed  to  temporary  command  of  naval  station  at. .  690-692 
Repair  of  vessels  at.  See  Mound  City,  III.  Affairs  at. 

Strike  of  shipbuilding  mechanics  at.  Report  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  275 

Transfer  of  government  property  to,  from  Cairo,  Ill.  Report  of  A.  M. 

Pennock .  290 

Mouton,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  163 

Mower,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  31 

Mentioned .  90, 158,  527,  579 

Mudd,  John  J.  Mentioned .  123 

Muir,  Walter.  Mentioned .  778 

Mullin,  Michael.  Mentioned .  782 

Murni  farm.  Mentioned .  433 

Munroe,  John  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Brayman,  Mason. 

Murdock,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  192 

Murray,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  798 

Mustang,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  801 

Myer,  Albert  J.  Correspondence  with  I.  N.  Earl .  525 

Naiad,*  U.  S.  S.  (No.  53). 

Engagement  at  Como  Landing,  La.,  June  15,  1864 .  395M00 

Engagement  at  Rowe’s  Landing,  September  2,  1864  .  534,  535 

Expedition  in  retaliation  for  killing  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher .  762 

Mentioned .  273,  278,  284,  285, 312, 317, 320, 329, 474, 508, 555,  693,  731,  749 

Orders  for  movements .  139;  305 

Naile,  Frederick  J.  Mentioned .  662,664,772 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Operations  about,  December  13-26, 1864,  including  battle,  December  15-16, 
and  retreat  of  Confederate  forces. 

Communications  from 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  668 

Hoffman,  Southard .  671 

Lee>  s-  p .  668,  670-673 

Thomas,  George  H .  667,  670-673,  675,  679,  680 

Congratulatory  letter  of  President,  U.  S .  669 

Itinerary  of  Cheatham’s  C.  S.  Army  Corps .  690 

Orders  and  instructions  of  H.  W.  Halleck .  674 


*  Formerly  Princess,  which  see. 
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Nashville,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Operations  about,  December  13-26,  1864,  including  battle,  December 
15-16,  and  retreat  of  Confederate  forces — Continued. 

Reports  of  Page. 

Harrison,  Benjamin . -  -  677 

Hood,  John  B .  689 

Lee,  S.  P . - .  668,  672, 676,  678,  680 

Spalding,  George .  676 

Thomas,  George  H .  659,  663,  669,  673-675,  680 

Operations  near,  December  3-16,  including  engagements  at  Bell’s  Mills, 

Tenn.,  December  3,  4,  and  6. 


Communications  from 

Fitch,  Le  Roy . 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Meredith,  S . 

Stone,  Henry . 

Thomas,  George  H . 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Fitch,  Le  Roy . 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Smith,  A.  J . . 

Wilson,  J.  H . 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy . 

Glassford,  H.  A . 

Groves,  George  J . 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Miller,  C.  W . 

Smith,  A.  A . 

Thomas,  George  H . 

Natchez,  Miss.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 
Communications  from 

Burnet,  William . 

Greer,  James  A . 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Greer,  James  A . 

Townsend,  Robert . 

Reports  of 

Benton,  W.  P . 

Greer,  J.  A . 

Porter,  D.  D . 

National,  New,  U.  S.  S.  See  New  National , 
Naugatuck,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  in  Tennessee  River . 

Mentioned . 


.  645,646,657,663 

. . .  654-658,  660-662,  664,  666,  667 

.  665 

.  654 

647,  648,  652-658,  660,  661,  665,  666 

.  653 

.  647 

. 659 

.  664 

.  641,649 

.  645,659 

.  644 

.  640,648 

.  643 

. . 649,658 

. .  659,663 


437 

270 


. . u .  4,6,7,269,277 

. 243 

.  735 

.  7,18,269,410,466 

.  342 

u.  s.  s. 


604 

667 


Naumkeag,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  37). 

Mentioned .  288,  318,  320,  330, 422, 423, 425-427, 

429,  447, 453, 455, 456, 467, 468, 471,  502,  555, 558,  673,  693,  731,  749,  791 

Operations  in  White  River,  Ark . . . .  2^>  888>  413 

Naval  Committee,  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  Chairman  of.  Cor¬ 
respondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  668 

Naval  Committee,  U.  S.  Senate,  Chairman  of.  Correspondence  with 

D.  D.  Porter .  568 

Navy,  C.  S.  Transfers  from,  to  Army,  C.  S . *  -  - . -  -  802 
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Page. 

Navy,  U.  S.  Transfers  from,  to  Army,  U.  S .  483 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  E.  C.  Cabell .  208 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  270 

Bryson,  A .  690,700 

Canby,  E.  R.  S . 208 

Davis,  C.  H .  533 

Edwards,  T.  J .  298 

Hale,  D.  W .  617,618 

Heap,  G.  H .  110 

Interior  Department,  U.  S .  12 

Lee,  S.  P .  116,  541,  544,  547, 548, 594,  598,  600,  609, 

611,  627,  640,  647,  648,  668,  672,  676,  678,  693,  698-701,  706,  708,724, 
725,  728,  730,  734,  736,  742,  743,  749,  754,  756,  757,  761,  763-765,  769 

Machette,  II.  C .  599 

Magune,  J.  W . 522 

Normand,  L.  P .  320 

Patterson,  G.  W.  D .  764 

Pennock,  A.  M .  196, 197, 213,  215, 216,  257,  290, 

296,  302,  390,  520,  536,  560,  562,  581,  582,  584,  596,  691,  692,  695,  701,  704 

Phelps,  S.  L .  318 

Porter,  D.  D .  7, 13, 18, 19,  24,  29,  33-35,  38, 43, 45,  50,  68,  71,  87, 

92, 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158, 160, 180, 185, 191, 205,  209, 
214,  249,  292,  306,  308,  311, 316,  319,  324,  325,  329,  340,  352,  353,  363, 
368,  369,  379,  386-388,  395, 405, 417, 438,  444,  446, 448, 451, 452, 457, 
458, 489,  507,  508,  516,  521,  551,  556,  559,  567-569,  574-576,  579,  708 

President,  U.  S .  183 

Shankland,  W.  F .  302 

War  Department,  U.  S .  159,  i60,  208,  334,  735 

v\7ilkes,  Perry .  12o 

Naylor,  William  A.  Mentioned .  596-598 

Neave,  Isaac  P.  Mentioned .  490  gQ2 

Nebraska,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  798 

Neeld,  John  R.  Mentioned .  751 

Neil,  William.  Mentioned .  84  731  747 

Neilson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  192 

Negroes.  See  Contrabands. 

Nellis,  Edward  P. 

Desertion  of.  See  Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Reports  and  correspondence  in  case 
of,  etc. 

Mentioned .  544  545  548  800  801 

Neosho,  TJ.  S.  S.  ’ 

Cooperation  of 

In  Red  River  expedition .  25 

30,  35,  50,  51,  65,  75,  77,  82,  94,  96, 124, 130, 131, 144 
In  expedition  for  capture  of  Confederate  battery  on  Atchafalaya 

River,  La.,  June  8,  1864 .  369-373 

With  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16,  1864.  .  640 

.  641,647,649-653,657 

Mentioned .  291,  317,  320,  329, 429, 454,  460, 468,  470,  471, 

474,  478, 484, 495, 496,  502,  504,  506,  507,  514,  555,  557,  558,  627,  629,  632 
633,  662,  693,  720,  731,  749,  758,  773,  775,  777,  779,  780,  785-789,  791-793 
Orders  for  movements .  303,  461,  477,  559,  634)  7i9)  733 
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Nettles,  T.  D.  Mentioned .  169,177 

Nevada,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  530,531 

Nevil,  Scout.  Mentioned .  313 

Nevins,  Wilbur  F.  Mentioned .  419 

New  Champion,  Steamer.  See  Champion  No.  3,  Steamer. 

New  Era,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  7). 

Injuries  sustained  by,  in  collision  with  steamer  Ike  Hammitt .  240 

Mentioned .  273,274, 

288,  318,  320,  330,  336,  361,  362,  373,  381,  382,  435,  480,  555,  693,  731,  749 

Operations. 

At  Fort  Pillow,  Term.,  and  vicinity .  353 

At  Osceola,  Ark .  408 

In  defense  of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  April  12-14,  1864 .  215-219, 221-225 

New  Falls  City,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  51,  60, 164, 169,  786 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  325,  514 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  34th,  605. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr .  466 

Porter,  D.  D .  411 

Rosecrans,  W.  S .  411 

Orders  of  D.  D.  Porter .  411 

Report  of  John  G.  Mitchell .  385 

New  Missouri,*  Steamer.  Mentioned- .  420 

New  National,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  22, 27,  88, 120-122, 178, 179, 182, 185,  215, 242, 261, 

274,  312,  320,  357,  395, 402, 477,  555,  561,  693,  731,  749,  750,  772,  794,  800 

Orders  for  movements .  395, 477,  501,  561 

New  Orleans,  La.  Affairs  at.  Communication  from  J.  S.  Palmer .  465 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  K.  R. 

Breese .  289 

Newport,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  400 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  2d  (Veteran),  37;  11th,  714. 

Infantry — Regiments:  116th,  133,  138;  128th,  115;  133d,  133;  156th,  113; 

161st,  133,  138. 

Nibbe,  John.  Mentioned .  248,249,253 

Niblett’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  408 

Nicholas  Longworth,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  324 

Nickerson,  Frank  S.  Mentioned .  1°9>  m>  122 

Ninth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Affairs  in .  ®28 

Deficiency  of  men  on  board  vessels  of .  507 

Fitch,  Le  Roy,  appointed  to  temporary  command .  634 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing . . .  318, 330,  732 

Request  of  Le  Roy  Fitch  for  hospital  boat  for .  553 

Noble,  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  496 

Nolan,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

No  quarter.  General  order  of  D.  D.  Porter . .  443 

Norman,  J.  Mentioned .  40 

Normand,  L.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  320 

Mentioned .  221 


*  Probably  tire  same  as  Missouri,  pp.  355,356. 
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North,  Levi.  Mentioned .  372 

Nymph,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  54). 

Expedition  in  retaliation  for  killing  of  Acting  Master  Thatcher .  762 

Mentioned .  101, 102, 106, 126, 129, 

273, 276,  307, 310, 312,  317,  320,  329,  374, 404, 474,  525,  555,  693,  731,  749 

Orders  for  movements .  104,314,323 

Vessels  boarded  by,  May  19-23,  1864 .  336 

Oakes,  James.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Heintzelman .  509 

Oakley,*  Captain.  Mentioned .  333 

Obion  River,  Term.  Capture  of  arms  and  ammunition  on.  Reports  of 

Lee,  S.  P .  757 

Mitchell,  John  G .  758 

O’Brien,  J.  Mentioned .  424 

O’Bryon,  Edward  D.  Mentioned .  427 

Odlin,  Captain  (Detective).  Mentioned .  456, 457 

Odlin,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Brayman,  M .  206,  207,  209 

Pennock,  A.  M .  206,  207 

Mentioned .  204 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Paducah,  Ky . . .  206,  207 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Brayman,  Mason. 

Odonaghie,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  121 

Offatt,  William,  Mentioned .  192 

Officers,  Regular.  Deficiency  of,  in  Mississippi  Squadron .  444 

Ogden,*  Captain.  Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Baylor .  174 

Ogden,  Fred  N.  Mentioned .  400 

Ohio  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  798 

Ohio  River.  Operations  on. 

Communications  from 

Heintzelman,  S.  P .  373,  509 

Kemper,  A.  C .  509 

Parsons,  L.  B .  487 

Pennock,  A.  M .  487, 499 

Stout,  Aaron  B.,  et  al .  265 

Swords,  Th . 498 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Lee,  S.  P .  758 

Pennock,  A.  M . 509 

Porter,  D.  D .  381 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  338,  367,  375,  381,  384,  387, 441, 488,  509,  512 

Pennock,  A.  M .  498 

Shirk,  James  W .  510 

See  also  Caseyville,  Ky.;  Maysville,  Ky.;  Owensboro,  Ky.;  Shawneetown,  III.  ✓ 
Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  56th,  113,  123;  71st,  626; 

77th,  802;  120th,  117,  123,  171. 

Ohio  Valley,  Steamer.  Purchase  of .  759;  760 

O’Leary,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  798 

O’Leary,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  798 

Oliver,  Francis  A.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Little  Rebel .  211 

Olsten,  Peter.  Mentioned .  253 


*Umdentified. 
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O’Neil,  A.  F.  Page. 

Mentioned . . .  195, 198,  203,  320 

Reports  of. 

Paducah,  Ky. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  337 

Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  an,d  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of 

attack  upon,  March  25,  1864 .  201 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  in .  213 

O’Neil,  James.  Mentioned .  84,  784 

O’Neill,  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  297, 310, 314, 475, 479 

Mentioned .  319,554,692,730,749 

Report  of  engagement  at  Gaines  Landing,  Ark.,  May  24,  1864 .  323 

Old  River,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of,  in  retaliation  for  death  of  Charles 

Thatcher . : .  745,746,762 

Orcutt,  Augustus  C.  Report  of  complaint  of  violation  of  flag  of  truce .  607,  609 

Orth,  Henry.  Mentioned .  790 

Osage,  U.  S.  S. 


Condition  of .  733,  745,  746 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  25,  30,  35, 49-53, 

61,  64,  65,  75,  77,  80,  81,  86,  91,  94,  96, 103, 124, 130, 131, 144, 146, 177 

Grounding  of,  on  Helena  Bar .  336,  339,  360, 361, 451 

Mentioned .  318,  320,  330,  375, 495,  523, 

555,  559,  693,  701,  703,  704,  731,  747,  749,  773,  778-781,  783,  784,  787-791 
Osband,  Embury  D. 

Mentioned .  703 

Report  of  cooperation  of  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird  with  cavalry  force  between 

Greenville  and  Vicksburg,  Miss .  702 

Osborne,  Sidney.  Mentioned .  80 

Osborne’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  55 

Osceola,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  164 

Osceola,  Ark.  Affairs  at. 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter .  435 

Report  of  John  G.  Mitchell .  408 

Ouachita,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  283 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  25, 29, 35,  71,  77, 102, 103, 127 

Mentioned .  237,  240,  261, 271,  278,  285,  312,  317,  320,  329,  374, 404, 

502,  506, 535,  555,  693,  710,  731,  750,  772,  776,  780,  781,  783,  784,  788,  789 
Orders  for  movements . .  239,  240, 269,  573 


Ouachita  River,  La. 

Affairs  in.  Orders  of  D.  D.  Porter .  570 

Cotton  captured  on .  265,  767 

Expedition  up.  Report  of  James  P.  Foster .  236 

Owen,  Elias  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  406 

Gipson,  J.  C .  354 

Greer,  J.  A .  23 

Johnston,  J.  V . 315 

McElroy,  T .  15 

Porter,  D.  D .  383,442 

Slocum,  H.  W .  366 


Mentioned 


11, 14,  24,  77, 144,  312,  320,  423, 447,  478,  514,  515,  554 
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Owen,  Elias  K. — Continued. 

Reports  of.  Page. 

B.  M.  Runyan,  Steamer.  Sinking  of .  485 

Columbia,  Ark.  Engagements  at — 

June  1,  1864 .  353 

June  2,  1864 .  355, 356 

Columbia  and  Sunnyside,  Ark.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  339,  357, 364 

Empress,  Steamer.  Attack  upon,  August  11,  1864 .  503 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  309 

Operations  in .  305 

General  Lyon,  U.  S.  S.  Attack  upon,  near  Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss. .  471 

Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  Operations  of  Marmaduke’s  Cavalry  in, 

along  Mississippi  River . i .  326, 364 

Prairie  Bird  and  Marmora,  U.  S.  steamers.  Condition  of .  518 

Red  River  campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  142 

Sixth  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Operations  in .  331, 

335,  383,  406-408,  446,  465,  470 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  365,  366 

Owensboro,  Ky.  Destruction  of  wharf  boat  and  government  stores  at. 

Report  of  Le  Roy  Fitch .  532 

Ozark,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition .  24, 

30,  35,  50,  65,  77,  94,  96, 124, 129, 132, 138, 142, 145, 156 

Mentioned .  317, 

320,  326,  329,  474,  521,  525,  555,  693,  731,  750,  773,  779,  782,  789,  792,  793 

Operations. 

At  Morganza,  La.,  and  vicinity .  561 

In  Tunica  Bend,  Mississippi  River .  535 

Torpedo  picked  up  in  front  of,  September  10,  1864 .  569 

Paducah,  Ky. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Brayman,  M .  195, 205,  229 

McKenzie,  J.  M .  392 

Odlin,  J.  H .  209 

Porter,  D.  D . 392 

Order  of  S.  G.  Burbridge .  702 

Reports  of. 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  227 

Goudy,  Jason .  395 

O’Neil,  A.  F .  337 

Pennock,  A.  M .  215, 278,  279 

Odlin,  J.  H .  206,  207 


Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of  attack 
upon,  March  25,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Brayman,  M .  203 

Wallace,  Charles .  202 

Order  of  James  C.  Veatch .  202 

Reports  of 

Brayman,  Mason .  203 

McDonald,  John  A .  199 

O’Neil,  A.  F .  201 
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Paducah,  Ky. — Continued. 

Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of  attack 
upon,  March  25,  1864 — Continued. 


Reports  of — Continued.  Page. 

Pennock,  A.  M .  196, 197 

Shirk,  James  W .  197 

Smith,  Thomas  E .  199 

South,  Perry .  201 

Wise,  John .  200 

Page,  B.  J.  Mentioned .  192 

Paine,  Eleazer  A. 


Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  510,520 

Mentioned .  514, 520 

Palfrey,  Judge.  Mentioned .  192 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  127 

Porter,  D.  D .  465 

Mentioned .  196,  289,  436, 446,  451, 576,  697 ,  698 

Palmer,  John.  Mentioned .  ”82 

Panola,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  305 

Pansy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  261,326 

Pardee,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  419,421 

Paris  Landing,  Tenn.  Capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Undine  in  engagement  at,  Octo¬ 
ber  30,  1864. 

Court  of  enquiry... .  600-602 

Orders  and  instructions  of  S.  P.  Lee .  599,  618 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  682 

Bryant,  John  L .  602 

Chalmers,  James  R .  684 

Forrest,  N.  B .  682 

Howland,  Henry . - .  604,  620 

Lee,  S.  P .  598,599,627 

McCauley,  E.  Y . - .  600 

Machette,  Henry  C .  599 

Meredith,  . .  605 

Sinclair,  WTlliam .  624 

Thomas,  George  H .  604 

Parker, - .  Mentioned . 306 

Parker,  John  C.  Mentioned . 32 

Parkman, - .  Mentioned .  341 

Parsons,  Lewis  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert .  498 

Pennock,  A.  M .  327,487,501,516 

Phelps,  S.  . .  493 

Porter,  D.  D .  10, 17, 328, 331,  338, 409, 412, 437, 485, 487 

Rasin,  . . 

Thayer,  J.  . .  328 

Mentioned .  394' 514 

Parsons,  Mosby  M.  Mentioned .  166,168,717 

Parsons,  William  H.  Mentioned .  463 

Partee,  Henry.  Mentioned .  419 

Pasgo,  Gus.  Mentioned .  84 
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Patterson,  Griffith  W.  D.  Reported  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Squadron  and  to  Page. 

command  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City .  764 

Patterson,  S.  h.  Mentioned . . .  727 

Pattison,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with 

Ferguson,  W . 1 .  222 

Hurlbut,  S.  A . 232 

Lee,  S.  P .  721 

Pennock,  A.  M .  240 

Porter,  D.  D .  408 

Mentioned .  225,  236,  239,  242,  273,  288,  349,  351,  478,  519,  555,  694,  722 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 .  221 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Affairs  at .  237,262,279 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  force  under  Major-General  Forrest, 

August  22,  1864 .  547 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned .  507 

Pauline  Carroll,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  339 

Paw  Paw,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  repulse  of  Confederate  attack  upon  Paducah,  Ky.,  March 

25»  1864 .  196-203 

Mentioned .  495 

228,  244,  273,  318,  320,  330,  337,  507,  555,  610-612,  628,  629,  693,  731,  750 

Orders  for  movements .  733 

Payne,  Robert.  Mentioned .  449 

Pearce,  John. 

Mentioned .  25,  77, 83, 319, 554,  692,  730,  749,  783 

Report  of  engagement  in  Red  River,  La.,  April  26-27,  1864 .  85 

Pearsall,  Uri  B.  Mentioned .  433 

Pease,  William  S.  Report  of  engagement  at  Deloach’s  Bluff,  La.,  April  26 

1864 . - .  80 

Peck,  George  P.  Mentioned .  797 

Peebles,  Ferdinand  E.  Mentioned .  16  17 

Peeples,  J.  McKee.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  265 

Pekin,  City  of,  Steamer.  See  City  of  Pekin,  Steamer. 

Pendleton,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  50g 

Peniston,  Fergus.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  265 

Pennock,  Alexander  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,  G.  M .  496,  502)  521 

Baldwin,  T .  473j487 

Birch,  R.  E .  496,501,577 

Boone,  T.  G .  500 

Brayman,  M . .  195,  196j  203-205 

Breese,  K.  R .  243, 244,  282,  300,  302,  303 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  580,  697 

Cronin,  M.  J .  503,  55g 

Denms,  J.  S .  4gQ 

Devoe,  J.  B .  707,  709j  712 

Farmer,  J.  M . 

Farrell,  T.  M .  ”  Aao 

1  itch,  LeRoy .  226, 227,  245, 501,  509,  512,  516,  520 

Fitzpatrick,  J .  297,565 
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Pennock,  Alexander  M. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — -Continued. 

Forrest,  M . 

Foster,  J.  P . 

Gorringe,  H.  H . 

Grant,  A.  M . 

Greer,  J.  A . 

Gregory,  T.  B . 

Hambleton,  W.  L . 

Heintzelman,  S.  P . 

Hull,  J.  B . 

Jones,  Wiley . 

Kemper,  A.  C . 

Lathrop,  S.  H . 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Le  Rhoades,  F . 

Lush,  D.  W . 

McCauley,  E.  Y . 

Mason,  W.  F . . 

Meredith,  S . 

Mitchell,  J.  G . 

Munroe,  J.  H . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Odlin,  J.  H . 

O’Neil,  A.  F . 

Owen,  E.  K . 

Paine,  E.  A . 

Parsons,  L.  B . 

Pattison,  T . 

Peeples,  J.  McK . 

Phelps,  S.  L . 

Pleasonton,  A . 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Rosecrans,  W.  S . 

Scott,  J . 

Sebastian,  B . 

Selfridge,  T.  O . 

Sherman,  W.  T . 

Shirk,  J.  W . 

Sickles,  D . 

Smith,  T.  E . 

Springfield,  Ill. 

Clerk  of  U.  S.  District  Court  at 

Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court  at 

Stout,  A.  B . 

Swendson,  C . 

Swords,  T . 

Thomas,  G.  H . 

Townsend,  R . 

Wilson,  B . 

Woods,  D.  C . 


Mentioned 


218,  219,  228, 


230,  251,  261,281, 


Page. 

. 595 

. .  469,477 

.  578 

.  477,561 

. 690 

. , .  560 

.  558 

.  509 

.  236,290,497 

.  369 

.  509 

.  510,520 

.  717,732,733,737 

.  265 

.  265 

.  694 

.  300 

.  580 

.  578 

.  196 

.  257 

.  206,207 

.  337 

.  503 

.  510,520 

.  327,487,501,516 

.  240 

.  265 

. „ .  555 

.  304 

.  459,533,703 

.  262,266,565,579 

.  9,486 

. 491 

. . .  462 

.  211,268,278,605 

.  9,216,497,510 

. 272 

9 

.  767 

.  515 

. 265 

.  563,565 

.  498 

.  588,596,606 

.  559,562,705 

.  502 

.  462,477 

.  47,66,181,198,209, 

295, 305, 323, 328,  342, 485, 494, 522, 541, 


880 


INDEX. 


Pennock,  Alexander  M. — Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Cairo,  Ill.  Page. 

Affairs  at . . .  21, 178, 194,  272,  284,  286 

Transfer  of  government  property  from,  to  Mound  City,  Ill .  290 

Canby,  E.  R.  S.  Departure  of,  from  Cairo,  Ill.,  for  Red  River .  296 

Caseyville,  Ivy.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  513 

Clara  Dolsen,  Steamer.  Delivery  of,  to  U.  S.  marshal .  213 

Columbus,  Ky.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  701 

Commanding  officers.  Orders  issued  to .  553 

Eastport,  Miss.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Key  West  and  Undine 

and  transports  at,  October  10,  1864 .  582,  584 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 .  214-217,  273 

Gaines  Landing,  Ark.  Expected  attempt  of  Confederates  to  cross 

Mississippi  River  at .  695 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  536 

Ironclads.  Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  581 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Affairs  in .  704 

Maysville,  Ky.  Seizure  of  horses  at .  390 

Mississippi  Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels  of .  692 

Mound  City,  Ill. 

Affairs  at .  301,  516,  523, 556 

Strike  of  shipbuilding  mechanics  at .  275 

Withdrawal  from,  for  inspection  of  fleet .  691 

Ohio  River.  Operations  on .  498 

Paducah,  Ky. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  278,  279 

Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of 

attack  upon,  March  25, 1864 .  1961 197 

Petrel,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  near  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  April  22,  1864 _  257 

Prizes.  Matters  pertaining  to .  520,  523,  560,  562,  581 


Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  22,  1864 
Red  River  campaign.  Passage  of  fleet  through  falls  at  Alexandria. 
Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss.  Burning  of  property  at,  March  4,  1863... 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  on . . . 

White  River,  Ark.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of . 


421 
302 
9, 178 
596 
479 

Pennock,  Alexander  M.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  703 

Peosta,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  36). 

Cooperation  of,  in  repulse  of  Confederate  attack  upon  Paducah,  Ky.,  March 

25» 1864 .  196-203 

Mentioned .  216,217,232,244,318, 

320, 330, 507, 555,  612,  615,  616,  627,  628,  630,  633,  634,  691,  693,  731,  750 

Operations  in 

Defense  of  Columbus  and  Paducah,  Ky.,  March  28  to  April  19, 1864. .  227-229 

Tennessee  River .  661,  662,  665,  666 

Peri,*  U.  S.  S.  (No.  57).  Mentioned .  325 

329,  369, 466, 467, 469, 478, 484,  555,  693,  731,  750 

Perkins,  Major.  Mentioned .  525  526 

Perkins,  Charles  G.  Mentioned .....' .  319,  387, 554,  650,  692,  73o]  749 

Perkins,  P.  W.  Mentioned .  741 

Perkins’  plantation.  Mentioned .  280 

Peterson,  John  C.  Mentioned .  822 


♦Formerly  Reindeer,  which  see. 
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Petrel,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  5).  Page. 

Attack  upon,  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  April  1,  and  capture,  April  22,  1864...  246- 

260,  267;  280 

Mentioned .  269, 271, 330,  567 

Operations  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  March  5,  1864 .  13-17 

Reconnoissance  in  Sunflower  River,  Miss .  182 

Pettey,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  726 

Mentioned .  555,  693,  731, 749 

Peyton,  John  B.  Mentioned .  192 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard. 

Correspondence  'with 

Bache,  G.  M .  393,423,427,442 

Beatty,  L .  548 

Booby,  H .  415 

Breese,  K.  R .  70 

Buford,  N.  B . -• .  402,420 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  419 

Gerould,  M.  L .  86 

Greer,  J.  A .  257,295,468 

Lynn,  M.  N .  548 

Marshall,  J .  219 

Parsons,  L.  B .  493 

Porter,  D.  D .  24,438,451,461 

Steele,  F .  389,461,470,482,532 

Washburn,  C.  C .  528 

Detachment  of,  from  Mississippi  Squadron .  558 

Mentioned .  25,30,46,51,69, 


72-75,  77,  84, 103, 110, 193,  239,  281,  287,  298,  301,  312,  382,403, 413,  417, 
421,  431,  437,  460,  474,  477,  479,  480,  513,  514,  524,  527,  557,  775,  784,786 


Reports  of. 

Clarendon,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  June  24-25,  1864 .  ,422 

Maitland,  William.  Services  of .  434 

Mattie,  M.  Walt,  and  R.  E.  Hill,  Steamers.  Seizure  of,  at  Beulah 

Landing,  Miss.,  June  15,  1864 .  392 

Prizes.  Matters  pertaining  to .  318, 409 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24,  1864. .  418 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  28,  30,  78, 81,  86 

St.  Charles,  Ark.  Evacuation  of,  by  U.  S.  forces,  September  1,  1864. .  528 

Trade.  Restriction  of .  409 

Vessels.  Measures  for  protection  of,  in  action . -. —  454 

White  River,  Ark. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  428, 


447,  453,  461,  463, 464,  467-469,  471,  478,  484,  494 


Movements  of  U.  S.  transports  out  of . 

Operations  in . 

White  River  station,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  June  22,  1864 . 

Request  of,  that  commanding  officer  be  assigned  to  U.  S.  S. Lexington 

Phillips,  Arthur  M.  Mentioned . 

Phillips,  David  L.  Mentioned . . . 

Pickett,  John.  Mentioned . 

Pierce,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Pierce,  Jos.,  Steamer.  See  Jos.  Pierce,  Steamer. 

Pike, - •.  Mentioned . 


.  414 

.  438 

.  415 

.  555 

248,  253 
213,  556 
.  810 
.  166 

.  187 
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Pike,  Lady,  Steamer.  See  Lady  Pike,  Steamer.  Page. 

Pike,  W.  S.  Mentioned .  265 

Pillow,  Fort.  See  Fort  Pillow,  Term. 

Pillow,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Pillow,  U.  S.  S. 

Pilots.  Petitions  of,  to  Congress,  U.  S.,  requesting  exemption  from  conscrip¬ 
tion .  448,725 

Pinkney,  Ninian.  Mentioned .  88,222,226,242,754 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  with  the  U.  S.  Army  in  the  Red  River  campaign,  March  12 

to  May  22,  1864 .  23-25, 

35, 50, 77,  91,  94,  96, 112, 124, 130, 132, 138, 142, 144, 157 

Mentioned .  3, 21,  316,  317, 320,  322, 330, 406, 435, 466-468, 475, 

476, 478, 546, 555,  693,  720,  731,  744,  750,  773,  776,  782,  789,  791-794,  796 

Orders  for  movements .  6, 461,  719,  747 

Rogers,  G.  W.,  relieved  of  command .  404 

Seizure  of  cotton  by .  ISO,  560 

Plantations.  Protection  for  loyal  owners  of .  764 

Plantations,  Assistant  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department,  U.  S.,  for 
Leasing.  See  Burnet,  William. 

Platt,  George  W.  Mentioned .  19 

Platte  Valley,  Steamer. 

Assistance  rendered  wounded  at  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn .  231 

Mentioned .  220-222,  225,  226 

Pleasant  Hill,  La.  Battle  of,  April  8—9,  1864.  See  Red  River  Campaign, 
cooperation  of  gunboats  in,  March  12- May  22,  1864. 

Pleasant  Hill  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  12,  1864.  See  Blair’s 
Landing,  La.,  engagement  at,  etc. 

Pleasonton,  Alfred.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  304 

Plemmel,  John.  Mentioned .  224 

Plum  Point,  Tenn.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  James  Marshall .  353 

Point  Pleasant  and  Rodney,  Miss.  Reconnoissance  of  Mississippi  River 

between.  Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  284 

Poland,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  771 

Polignac,  Camille  J. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries .  171  172  370 

Mentioned .  30,  167, 169, 173, 176,  506,  549 

Polk,  Burr  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Rous¬ 
seau,  L.  H. 

Polk,  Leonidas. 

Correspondence  with 

Adame,  W .  259,  260 

War  Department,  C.  S .  260 

Mentioned .  232  802 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  near  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  April  22, 1864. .  '  260 

Polk’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  595 

Pollard,  Captain.  Mentioned .  251 

Pool,  Sylvester.  Mentioned .  82  85  86  787 

Poor,  William  W.  Mentioned .  ’  419’ 423 

Porter,  Major.  Mentioned .  ’  ^ 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  J.  M . 

Andrews,  G.  L .  2n 

Bache,  G.  M, . . . .  42, 5Q 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 


i  J.  ago. 

Bacon,  G . 575 

Baldwin,  T .  317 

Banks,  N.  P .  23, 

40,  44,  48,  55,  96,  97,  99, 107-109,  111,  128, 135-137, 140, 141, 146-149, 157 

Beebe,  W.  S .  137, 139 

Bickerstaff,  S .  205 

Birch,  R.  E .  452 

Breese,  K.  R .  102, 103, 105, 106, 159,  241,  260,  271, 421,  574,  708 

Brewster,  N .  120, 121 

Brown,  G.  W .  65,  326,  569 

Burnet,  W .  436 


Canby,  E.  R.  S.  161, 162,  337,  361,  367,  376,  378,  436,  440,  444,  453,  472,  483,  561 

Chambers,  J.  W .  254 

Conness,  J .  294 

Cornwell,  J.  J .  572 

Cozzens,  G.  W .  439 

Davis,  C.  H .  209 

Dennis,  J.  S .  376 

Dominy,  C .  34,  38, 181, 185, 194 

Donnelly,  P .  336 

Eames,  C .  412 

Ewing,  T.,  Jr .  466 

Farragut,  D.  G .  439 

Fitch,  LeRoy .  183,  217,  295,  328,  338,  358,  367, 

375,  381,  384,  387,  390,  401,  405,  439,  441,  476,  488,  499,  532,  553,  566,  577 

Flanigan,  M.  E .  252,253 

Flye,  W .  339,  360,  540 

Forrest,  M . : .  573 

Foster,  J.  P .  236,  374,  404,  441,  446,  474,  492,  506,  534,  572 

Gerdes,  F.  IT .  284,  307 

Gibson,  T .  15,  559 

Glassford,  II.  A .  500,573 

Gorringe,  H.  H .  302,  460,  578 

Goudy,  J .  394 

Gould,  A.  N .  305 

Grant,  A.  M . •. .  395 

Greer,  J.  A . - .  7,  8, 11-13, 18,  20,  28,  32,  37, 

38,  41,  246,  274,  280,  306,  316,  357,  378,  403,  410,  443,  456,  461,  466,  478,  574 

Gregory,  T.  B .  89, 104, 122, 128, 152 

Hanford,  W.  C .  552 

Harrell,  A.  D .  450 

Hoel,  W.  R .  112 

Howard,  S . 303 

Johnston,  J.  V .  98, 153 

Keene,  H.  T .  305,  508 

King,  J.  W .  450 

Langthome,  A.  R .  144, 180 

Laning,  James .  178 

Lee,  A.  L .  36 

Litherbury,  C.  W .  373 

Lord,  G.  P .  112,  551 

McCaulev,  E.  Y. . . . , . - ,  574 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page. 

McElroy,  T .  14, 182,  246 

McFarland,  W.  D .  366 

McKenzie,  J.  M . 392 

McPherson,  J.  B . 23 

Magune,  J.  W . 576 

Maitland,  William .  87 

Mitchell,  J.  G .  95, 

137, 142, 144, 193,  336,  361,  373,  375,  381,  385,  408, 411,  434,  435,  439,  451 

Mower,  J.  A .  31 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  92, 

160,  209,  214,  324,  352,  379,  405,  438,  457,  521,  559,  575,  579 

O’Neil,  A.  F .  337 

O’Neill,  H.  B .  323 

Owen,  E.  K .  142,  305,  309,  326,  331, 

335,  339,  353,  355-357,  364,  365,  383,  407,  442,  446,  465,  470,  471,  485,  518 

Palmer,  J.  S . . .  465 

Parsons,  L.  B .  10, 17, 328,  331,  338, 409, 412,  437, 485, 487 

Pattison,  T .  221, 237,  262,  279, 408, 517 

Pearce,  J .  85 

Peniston,  F .  265 

Pennock,  A.  M .  9,  21, 178, 194,  214,  272, 

275,  278,  284,  286,  301,  421,  459,  479,  498,  513,  516,  523,  533,  553,  556,  703 

Phelps,  S.  L .  24,  28,  30,  78,  81,  86,  287,  392, 409, 414, 415, 418,  422, 428,  434, 

438,  447, 451,  453,  454,  461,  463,  464,  467,  469,  471,  478,  484,  494,  528,  558 

Prichett,  J.  M .  263,  264 

Prince,  H .  385, 436 

Ramsay,  F.  M .  211,  276,  369,  397, 438, 442, 446,  570 

Richardson,  J.  F .  49,  244 

Rogers,  J .  214 

Rosecrans,  W.  S .  235,  236, 411,  563,  566 

Sanders,  M.  W . 574 

Sawtelle,  C.  G .  158 

Selfridge,  T.  O .  18,  49,  65, 80, 143, 145, 285, 517, 522,  537, 543,  576 

Sherman,  W.  T .  41,  56,  57,  90, 368,  567,  568 

Shirk,  J.  W .  197,  227-229,  244,  334,  362,  489,  507 

Smith,  A.  J .  34  54 

Smith,  T.  K .  44'  90 

Smith,  W .  88, 112, 124, 129, 138, 150, 153-157,  286 

Springfield,  Ill.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court  at .  35,  394 

Stanly,  F .  ’  577 

Stoddard,  William  O . 379 

Stone.  C.P .  40, 159 

Tabor,  S.  J.  W .  454 

Terry,  S.  W .  574 

Thatcher,  C .  394 

Thomas,  L .  387,  400j  401)  4n 

Townsend,  R .  27, 32,  35,  250, 413, 519,  573 

War  Department,  U.  S .  575 

Watson,  J.  S . 83,  177,  212,  365 

Wilson,  B .  gyg 

Winnebago,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  450 

Wright,  C.  A .  180,206 

Yeatman,  T.  H .  349 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Departure  of,  from  Mound  City,  Ill.,  for  Washington,  D.  C .  458,  459 

General  orders .  28, 160, 184, 192,  312-315, 

317,  329,  330,  343-348,  378,  381, 443,  454,  524,  570,  579,  617,  618,  705,  716 

Leave  of  absence  extended .  508 

Mentioned .  3,5,6,23, 

64,  66,  67, 101, 104, 117, 127, 167, 173, 176,  203,  213,  216,  239,  243,  262,  266, 
267,  270,  290,  291,  296,  298,  299,  320,  327,  351,  402,  462,  491,  501,  510,  511, 
520,  536,  562,  580, 581,  589,  605,  690,  691,  696,  705,  711, 715, 716,  725,  726, 
735,  748,  750,  751,754,767,772,774,775,776,779,781,783,786,807,810 


Ordered  to  report  to  Navy  Department .  329, 363 

Recommendation  of,  for  promotion  of  certain  officers .  311,  316,  329 

Relieved  of  command  of  Mississippi  Squadron .  570,  574,  575 

Reports  of. 

Avenger,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  205 

Clara  Dolsen,  Steamer.  Restoration  of,  to  owners .  185 

Columbia,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  June  1,  1864 .  353 

Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  15-16,  1864 .  395 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  in  collision  with  U.  S.  S.  General 

Price,  March  8,  1864 .  18, 19 

Cotton.  Disposition  of .  363 

Hope,  Steamer.  Claim  of  owners  for  loss  of .  452 

Ironclads.  Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron -  387,576,579 

Lafayette,  U.  S.  S.  Attempted  destruction  of,  by  torpedo .  516 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of .  568 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Mound  City,  and  request  for  officers 

for .  507 

Mississippi  Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels  of .  319,  554 

Mound  City,  Ill.  Destruction  of  wharf  boat  at .  568 

Officers,  Regular.  Deficiency  of .  444 

Osage,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of .  451 

Ozark,  U.  S.  S.  Torpedo  secured  by .  569 

Petrel,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  in  Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  April  22,  1864 -  249 

Pilots.  Petition  of,  for  exemption  from  conscription .  448 

Prizes.  Matters  pertaining  to .  180, 388, 567,  568 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24,  1864. .  417 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  24,29,33-35, 

38,  43,  45,  50,  68,  71,  87,  92. 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158,  292 
Red  River,  La. 

Claim  for  railroad  iron  captured  on . .  708 

Operations  in  and  about .  7, 551 

Sherman,  W.  T.  Operations  of .  368 

Simmesport,  La.  Capture  of  Confederate  battery  near,  June  8, 1864 -  369 

Torpedo  service,  C.  S. 

Capture  of  correspondence  relating  to .  185-191 

Order  for  arrest  of  persons  engaged  in .  191, 192 

Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  July  25, 1864  .  489 

Vessels  purchased  and  under  construction.  Names  for .  325 

Volunteer,  Prize  steamer.  Disposition  of .  556 

White  River,  Ark. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  457 

Assistance  rendered  Army  transports  in,  by  U.  S.  S.  Naumkeag. . .  386 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Operations  at,  March  5,  1864 .  13 

Request  of,  that  steamer  Maria  retain  name  of  U.  S.  S.  Fairy .  306 

Porter,  James  M.  Mentioned .  192 
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Page. 

Porter,  John  H.  Mentioned . .  224 

Porter,  Milton.  Mentioned .  254 

Port  Hudson,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  BreeBe.  289 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  465 

Post  of  Arkansas,  Ark.  Reoccupation  of,  by  Confederates,  Report  of  S.  L. 

Phelps .  484 

Powers,  Frank  P.  Mentioned .  400 

Prairie  Bird,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  11). 

Assistance  rendered  steamer  B.  M.  Runyan,  sunk  in  Mississippi  River .  485 

Attack  upon,  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  April  21,  1864 .  246-260,  267 

Condition  of .  442;  543 

Cooperation  with  Army  force  in  destruction  of  bridge  over  Big  Black  River, 

Miss.,  November  27,  1864 .  743-745 

Engagement  at  Rowdy  Bend,  Mississippi  River,  August  11, 1864 .  503-505 

Mentioned .  45  268  288  295  298 

305,  309,  318,  320,  326,  330,  331,  357, 407,  465,  470,  555,  693,  702,  731,  750* 

Orders  for  movements .  241  281 

Reconnoissance  in  Sunflower  River,  Miss .  182 

Seizure  of  contraband  goods .  502 

Seizure  of  steamer  Union  by .  545 

Prairie  State,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  643  644 

Pratt,  J.  H.  Mentioned . . .  804—807 

Prentice,  William  It.  Mentioned .  433  433 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned .  51o' 514 

President,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with  E.  K.  Smith .  695 

Mentioned .  186,  209,  640,  672,  696,  698,  718 

President,  TJ.  S 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U,  S .  433 

Sickles,  D.  E . 

Thomas,  G.  H., .  ggg 

Mentioned .  235, 272, 293,  300, 448, 495, 559,  728,  729,  761 

Preston,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  254 

Price,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Price,  U.  S.S. 

Price,  Sterling. 

Correspondence  with  B.  P.  Van  Court .  809 

Mentioned .  44,  48,  99, 100, 147, 187,  209,  429,  464, 495,  521,’ 527,"  528,’ 531,’ 565,  579 

Special  orders . 

Prichett,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E  R.  S .  296,322,445 

Hickey,  M .  207,332 

Rogers,  J .  3g6 

Thompson,  R.  H .  gQ9 

Mentioned .  .. . .  245, 312,  320, 321, 324, 402, 458 

Reports  of. 

Confederate  papers.  Capture  of .  263 

Forrest,  N.  B.  Movements  of .  264 

Prima  Donna,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  . 643  644 

Prince,  Henry.  ’ 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  385  436 

Menti°ned . ...................  334, 352]  387 
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Princess,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  367 

Pringle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  798 

Prisoners  of  war .  802, 807 

Prizes.  Matters  pertaining  to. 

Communications  from 

Bowen,  George  P .  767 

Pennock,  A.  M .  515 

Porter,  D.  D .  412 

Orders  and  instructions,  D.  D.  Porter .  381,533,574 

Reports  of 

Pennock,  A.  M .  520,  560,  562,  581 

Phelps,  S.  L .  318,409 

Porter,  D.  D .  180,  388, 556, 567,  568 

Prosser,  D.  H.  Mentioned .  192 

Prudhomme,  Phanor.  Mentioned .  192 

Pulman,  David.  Mentioned .  358 

Q.  Lloyd,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  26). 

Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24, 1864 .  413, 414, 417-424, 426, 428-432 

Condition  of .  264 

Mentioned .  263,  288, 318,  320,  330,  386, 425, 447, 453,  464, 468,  502 

Operations  in  White  River,  Ark .  207,  332 

Queen  of  the  West,  Ellet  ram.  Mentioned .  237,  337 

Quin,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned .  95 

Quinn,  John.  Mentioned .  84 

R.  E.  Hill,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  486,  520, 562 

Seizure  of,  at  Beulah  Landing,  Miss. ,  June  15,  1864 .  392-394,  791 

Raccourci  Island,  La.  Death  of  Charles  Thatcher  on,  November  25,  1864..  745, 

746,  762 

Radabaugh,  George.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird, 

in  engagement  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  April  21,  1864 .  256 

Raine,  John,  U.  S.  S.  See  John  Raine,  U.  S.  S. 

Rainey, - .  Mentioned .  458 

Ralli,  Benachi  &  Co.  Mentioned . •-  -  -  265 

Ramsay,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  149 

Breese,  K.  R .  126, 145,  268,  271 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  492 

Dominy,  C .  396,398 

Johnston,  J.  V .  129 

Keene,  H.  T .  396 

Oliver,  F.  A .  211 

Porter,  D.  D .  438,  446 

Richardson,  J.  F .  276 

Thatcher,  C .  442 

Mentioned .  24,77,128,139,243, 


261,  277,  312,  319,  374, 403,  404,  444,  497,  554,  557,  698,  779,  780,  783,  788 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Choctaw  and  ordered  to  Springfield,  Ill., 

and  Washington,  D.  C .  570 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Naiad,  which  see. 
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Ramsay,  Francis  M. — Continued. 

Reports  of.  Page 

Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  16,  1864 .  397 

Gazelle,  U.  S.  S.  Prisoners  captured  by .  442 

Little  Rebel,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  211 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about . . .  276 

Simmesport,  La.  Capture  of  Confederate  battery  near,  June  8,  1864. .  369 

Ramsey,  Robert  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Thomas ,  George  H. 

Randal,  Horace.  Mentioned .  164 

Randolph,  — — .  Correspondence  with  D.  W.  Glenney .  545 

Ransom,  Thomas  E.  G.  Mentioned .  45,48,58 

Rasin,  Hanson.  Correspondence  with  L.  B.  Parsons .  487 

Ratliff’s  Landing,  Miss.  Engagement  at,  May  16,  1864.  Report  of  J.  F. 

Richardson .  303 

Rattler,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  1). 

Abstract  log,  June  3-December  31,  1864 .  794-802 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  James  Laning  of  command .  402 

Laning,  James,  relieved  of  command .  402,  722 

Loss  of,  in  a  gale,  off  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  December  30,  1864 .  769-771 

Mentioned . . . .  7  473 

277,  310,  311,  317,  320,  331,  357,  379,  401,  466,  475,  555,  693,  731,  750,  771 

Orders  for  movements .  5,  283,  314,  322, 330,  380,  406, 435, 463, 473,  577 

Reports  and  correspondence  in  the  case  of  Acting  Master  D.  W.  Glenney, 
accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while  in  command  of,  Septem¬ 
ber  4>  !864 .  536-551 

Rawlins,  Steamer.  Seizure  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mound  City .  11  12 

Rayburn,  McNeil.  Mentioned .  733  734 

Raynor,  William  H.  Mentioned .  H3  124 

Read,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  320, 387,  555,  693,  731,’  750 

Read,  William  H.  Mentioned .  73^ 

Red  Chief,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130 

Redd  Brothers.  Mentioned .  333 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about. 

Communications  from 

Andrews,  George  L .  20 

Banks,  N.  P .  20 

Breese,  K.  R .  291 

Canby,  E.  R.  S . 492 

Edwards,  T.  J .  299 

Stone,  C.  P . 2o 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Breese,  K.  R .  239,  240,  243,  298 

Pennock,  A.  M .  297,466,477 

Porter,  D.  D .  8,  20,438 

Townsend,  Robert .  ?oo 

Reports  of 

Breese,  K.  R .  241, 260, 271, 495, 708 

Dommy  C.  .  181,185,194 

foster,  James  P .  AQr7  ™ 

Greer,  James  A . .  AT  ""i  ./  ""  /'  497’“® 

Pennock,  A.  M.... .  ggg 

. ’  ::::  :::::::::  l. 

Ramsay,  F.  M . 

Richardson,  J.  P .  . 

.  ^7o 
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Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in,  March  12  to  May  22,  1864.  page. 

Blair’s  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  12,  1864 .  49-55,  61,  62 

Cane  River,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  26-27,  1864 .  74-77, 

81-88, 110, 166-170, 176 

City  Belle,  U.  S.  transport.  Capture  of .  105, 107, 171 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  23, 

37,  44,  48,  55,  64,  96,  99, 106-109,  111,  135, 136, 141, 146-149, 157 

Beebe,  William  S .  137,139 

Breese,  K.  R .  70,107,127,145,159 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  162 

Conness,  John .  294 

Dwight,  William .  97, 107, 109,  111,  128 

Edwards,  T.  J .  298 

Foster,  James  P .  115 

Lee,  A.  L .  36 

McPherson,  J.  B .  23 

Mitchell,  John  G .  137 

Mower,  J.  A .  31 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  122, 159, 160,  324 

Normand,  L.  P .  320 

Pennock,  A.  M . 92,302 

Porter,  D.  D .  35,  54,  56,  57, 108, 135, 137, 140, 146, 161 

Ramsay,  F.  M . - .  149 

Reynolds,  J.  J .  151 

Sawtelle,  C.G .  158 

Sherman,  W.  T .  41,90 

Simpson,  W .  99 

Smith,  A.  J .  34 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  162 

Smith,  Thomas  Kilby .  44, 90 

Smith,  Watson .  154 

Steele  F  99 

Stone,’ C.  P . .  40,44,48,159 

Townsend,  Robert . 267 

War  Department,  U.  S . 130 

Cotton.  Correspondence  regarding  seizure  of .  292-294, 298, 299, 306,  767 

Deloach’s  Bluff,  La.  Engagement  at,  April  26,  1864 .  80, 166-169, 177 

De  Russy,  Fort.  Capture  of .  24-36 

Dunn’s  Bayou,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  5,  1864 .  112-124, 134, 172, 174 

Eastport,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of . ---  62,68-79,86,110,167,170 

Eunice  Bluff,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  15,  1864 .  152 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P .  97, 98, 100, 101,  111 

Breese,  K.  . .  > 

57,  63,  66-68,  91,  92, 101, 102, 104, 109, 124-128, 139, 140, 151, 152 

Greer,  J.  A .  23, 37, 39, 65 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . ■ .  92 

Nickerson,  F.  . .  111 

Polignac,  Camille  J .  171> 

Porter,  D.  D .  24,  28,  39,  57,  63,  98, 109, 129, 150, _  153, 160 

Ramsay,  F.  . .  ■'-^9 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  164> 

Smith,  Watson .  68, 88, 89, 91, 96 
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Red  River  Campaign — Continued. 

Orders  and  instructions — Continued.  Page. 

Taylor,  Richard .  166 

Wharton,  John  A .  175 

Passage  of  fleet  through  the  falls  at  Alexandria,  La.,  May  9-13, 1864 .  130, 

145, 151, 156, 159-162,  302 

Pleasant  Hill,  La.  Battle  of,  April  8-9,  1864 .  44-48, 51, 56, 57 

Reports  of 

Allen,  George  0 . .  84, 85 

Bache,  G.  M .  42, 50 

Baylor,  George  Wythe . 174 

Benton,  Thomas  0 .  167 

Breese,  K.  R .  102, 103, 105, 106, 302 

Brent,  Joseph  L .  176 

Brewster,  N .  120, 121 

Brown,  G.  W .  65 

Dominy,  C . .  34,38 

Emory,  W.  H .  14g 

Faries,  T.  A .  167 

Gerould,  M.  L .  gg 

Greer,  J.  A .  32, 37, 38, 40, 41, 270, 306 

Gregory,  Thomas  B .  89,  104, 122, 128, 152 

Heap,  G.  H .  440 

Hoel,  W.  R .  112 

Langthorne,  A.  R .  444 

Lee,  S.  P . 

Lord,  George  p .  112 

McMillan,  James  W . 13g 

Maitland,  William . gj 

Mitchell,  John  G .  95  442  144 

Morgan,  Edward .  447 

Owen,  E.  K .  442 

Pearce,  John .  gg 

Pease,  W.  S . 

Phelps,  S.  L .  28, 30,  78, 81,  86 

Porter,  D.  D .  24  29  33—35 

38, 43, 45, 50, 68,  71, 87, 92, 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158,  292 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  49,  65, 80, 143, 145 

Smith,  Watson .  88,  442,  424, 129, 138, 150, 153-158 

Taylor,  Richard .  163,166,168-174 

Townsend,  Robert .  27  32  35 

Ullmann,  Daniel .  ’  423 

Walker,  J.  G .  ^ 

Watson,  J.  S .  00 

weiis,  w.  r . " " ” !!!”!!!!!."!”!!!! .  -no 

Wilkes,  Perry .  ^ 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  pp.  772-793. 

Red  Rover,  U.  S.  hospital  boat.  Mentioned .  21,116  179  195 

215, 222, 226, 241,  242,  251, 261, 320, 517, 519, 555,  693, 694,  731,  750,  783 

Reed,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  772 

Reed,  Henry  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  S.  P .  70g 

Meredith,  S .  667 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Smithland,  Ky . 671 
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Page. 

Reindeer,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  325,326 

Reindeer,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  35). 

Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16, 

1864 .  641-643,  645,  650,  651 

Glassford,  H.  A.,  relieved  of  command  of .  488 

Mentioned .  22, 273, 318; 

320, 330, 367,  387,  390,  391,  499,  500,  509, 512, 520,  555,  693,  731,  750,  758 

Operations  at  Hickman,  Ky .  245 

Orders  for  movements .  573 

Republic,  Great,  Steamer.  See  Great  Republic,  Steamer. 

Resin,  William.  Mentioned .  313 

Retaliatory  measures.  Report  of  James  P.  Foster .  374 

See  also  Thatcher,  Charles.  Death  of,  on  Raccourci  Island,  La.,  etc. 

Reynolds,  Widow.  Mentioned .  604 

Reynolds,  J oseph  J. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  107, 151 

Mentioned .  536,695,767 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Gaines  Landing,  Ark .  722 

Reynoldsburg  Island,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  November4, 1864.  See  John- 
sonville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  etc. 

Rhett,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned .  165 

Rice,  John  H.  Mentioned .  650,652,653 

Rice,  Paskil. 

Capture  of.  Report  of  John  G.  Mitchell .  408 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  shooting  of .  435 

Rice,  T.  W.  Mentioned .  685 

Rich,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  715 

Richard,  Simon.  Mentioned .  192 

Richardson,  Columbus.  Mentioned .  254 

Richardson,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  43, 127, 288, 291, 298 

Mentioned .  103, 185, 238, 267, 269, 299 

Reports  of. 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  in  collision  with  U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

March  8,  1864 . 19 

General  Price,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  244 

Ratliff’s  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  16,  1864 .  303 

Red  River,  La.  Operations  in  and  about . 276 

Tunica  Bend,  La.  Attack  upon  steamer  Superior  at,  May  19,  1864. . .  311 

Richardson,  Robert  V.  Mentioned .  16 

Rider,  James.  Mentioned .  426 

Riggs,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  123 

Rilbren,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  7/2 

Riley,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Rives,  Alfred  L. 

Correspondence  with  E.  K.  Smith .  191 

Report  of  organization  of  secret  service  corps .  191 

Roach,  Michael.  Mentioned .  116 

Robb,  Alfred,  U.  S.  S.  See  Alfred  Robb,  U.  S.  S. 

Robert,  Mr.  Mentioned . 142 


♦  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Peri  (No.  57). 
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Robert  Emmet,  Steamer.  Page 

Mentioned .  297,791,794 

Order  for  release  of .  401 

Order  of  E.  K.  Owen  for  investigation  of  case  of .  315 

Roberts, - .  Mentioned .  708 

Roberts,  Captain.  Mentioned .  87 

Roberts,  Benjamin  S.  Correspondence  with  J.  P.  Foster .  456 

Roberts,  Edward.  Mentioned .  253 

Roberts,  Henry.  Mentioned .  419 

Roberts,  James  S.  Mentioned .  421 

Roberts,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  419 

Robertson,  H.  Mentioned .  192 

Robertson,  James  A.  Mentioned .  79g 

Robertson,  William.  Mentioned .  192 

Robinson,  George.  Mentioned .  19 

Robinson,  Selden.  Mentioned .  427 

Robinson,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  19 

Rob  Roy,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  55,130,495,496,774,781,786,789 

Roche,  William.  Mentioned .  793 

Roddey,  Philip  D.  Mentioned .  5g7  5gg  597 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.  Mentioned . '475  476 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Slocum,  H.  W. 
Rodney,  Miss.  Reconnoissance  from,  to 

Big  Black  Island.  Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  397 

Point  Pleasant,  Mississippi  River.  Report  of  F.  H.  Gerdes .  284 

Roe,  Francis  A.  Mentioned .  395 

Rogers,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A... .  413,435 

Lee,  S.  P .  745 

Mentioned .  77,  555j  693>  701>  731>  749 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Forest  Rose .  494 

Rogers,  John. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Carr .  455 

Mentioned .  320,  422, 424, 453, 555,  693,  731,  749 

Reports  of. 

Clarendon,  Ark.  Engagements  at,  June  24-25,  1864 .  49^ 

White  River,  Ark. 

Assistance  rendered  army  transports  in,  by  U.  S.  S.  Naumkeag. .  386 

Engagement  in .  "  o14 

Romeo,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  3). 

Defense  of  steamer  Empress,  August  10,  1864 .  503-506 

Engagement  at  Columbia,  Ark.,  May  24,  1864 .  g05 

Mentioned .  288,  305,  309,  317,  318,  320,  324, 

326,  327, 330, 356,  388, 406, 407, 465, 487,  518,  555,  693,  717,  731,  750,  803 

Operations  at  Island  No.  82,  Mississippi  River .  '473 

Rose,  John  G.  Mentioned .  953 

Rose,  White,  Steamer.  See  White  Hose,  Steamer. 

Rosecrans,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with 

PeDnock,  A.  M .  262,266.565.570 

Porter  D.  D .  235,  236j  4U  5(a  566 

General  orders . 

Mentioned .  414,466,527,564,578 
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Bose  Hamilton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  798 

Rosenmiller,  D.  P.  Mentioned .  319,  554,  692,  730,  749 

Ross,* - .  Mentioned .  406,407 

Ross,  Ralph..  Mentioned .  798 

Ross  plantation.  Mentioned .  313 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Baldwin,  0.  L .  207 

Granger,  R.  S .  560,  596 

Thomas,  G.  H .  207,566 

Mentioned .  620 

Report  of  operations  on  Tennessee  River .  566 

Row,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  508 

Row,  P.  L.  Mentioned .  508 

Rowe’s  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  September  2,  1864.  Reports  of 

Foster,  J.  P .  534 

Keene,  Henry  T .  535 

Rowley,  George  W.  Mentioned .  642 

Rucker,  Edmund  W.  Mentioned.. .  684-686 

Ruf,  Dennis  O.  Mentioned .  772 

Rumsey,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  799 

Runyan,  B.  M.,  Steamer.  See  B.  M.  Runyan,  Steamer. 

Russell,  Robert  M.  Mentioned .  593 

Ryan,  Michael.  Mentioned .  419 

S.  C.  Baker,  Steamer.  Orders  for  movements . .  281 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  777 

Sadler,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  508 

Sain,  William.  Mentioned .  802 

St.  Charles,  Ark. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Hastings  at,  July  4,  1864.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps. . .  463 

Evacuation  of,  by  U.  S.  forces,  September  1,  1864.  See  White  River,  Ark. 

Cooperative  movement  up,  August  SO,  1804. 

St.  Clair,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  67, 

89,  91, 104,  111,  122, 128, 152, 154-156 

Mentioned .  261,  317, 320, 329, 524,  555,  581,  693,  731,  750,  782 

St.  Joseph,  La.  Affairs  at. 

Orders  of  James  A.  Greer . 463 

Report  of  P.  Donnelly! . , .  336 

Salm,  Felix  P.  Mentioned .  677 

Samson, f  Floating  blacksmith  shop. 

Mentioned . . .  4, 195,  205,  206,  212,  320, 465, 474,  555,  559, 693,  731, 750 

Orders  for  movements .  5 

Sanders,  Morton  W.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  574 

Sanderson,  John  P.  Mentioned .  566 

Sanford, - .  Mentioned .  574 

Saratoga,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  522,798 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  325 

Saufley,  William  P.  Mentioned .  175 

Saunders,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese .  109 

Saunderson,  George.  Mentioned . 419 

Sawtelle,  Charles  G.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  158 


*  Unidentified.  t  Also  known  as  Sampson. 
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Sawyer,  Roswell  M.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 

Sherman,  W.  T.  Page 

Saxton,  James  M.  Mentioned .  254 

Scanlan,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  470 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  537 

Mentioned .  619,620,638,669 

Scofield,  Hiram. 

Mentioned .  246,  247,  249,  250,  252,  254,  257-259 

Correspondence  with  T.  McElroy .  255 

Scott,  Charles.  Mentioned .  493 

Scott,  John  (Acting  master’s  mate).  Mentioned .  79g 

Scott,  John  (Acting  volunteer  lieutenant). 

Mentioned .  320,  554j  692 

Reports  of. 

Cairo,  Ill.  Affairs  at .  4gg 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss.  Burning  of  property  at,  March  4,  1863  9 

Scott,  JohnS.  . 

Correspondence  with  S.  D.  Lee .  400  808 

Mentioned .  " ' "  ’ 

Report  of  engagement  at  Como  Landing  La.,  June  15-16, 1864 .  399  400 

Scott,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  .  8s' 787 

Scott,  Walter.  Mentioned .  '419 

Scott  &  Co.  Mentioned . 

Scribner,  S.  A.  Mentioned .  .  192 

Scruggs,  P.  T.  Mentioned . "  ’  ’ . 034  ^>35 

Scurry,  William  R.  Mentioned .  . .  ’  464 

Sears,  Amasa  C.  Mentioned .  555,  693)  731  749 

Sebastian,  Benjamin. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  receiving  ship  Grampus .  491 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee .  .  747 

Mentioned. ....  . •  C..  "..  7.T.  5M,  via 

Second  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Cornwell,  John  J.,  appointed  to  command .  572 

Disposition  of  vessels . .  . 474  70Q 

Foster,  James  P.,  relieved  of  command .  ’  g72 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  347 

Operations  in .  . „ 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned _ ; .  20s'  209'  809 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  21,117,122  161  162 

194,  214,  242,  273-275,  284,  286, 300,  301, 324,  349,  533,  556,  570,  703,  716 
For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  193 

194, 315, 324,  344,  346, 349,  393,  761,  764 
I  or  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department,  U  S 

Secretary  of  War  C.  S.  Mentioned . I.'  186, 187, 191,  293 

I(or  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  S 

Secretary  of  War  U.  S.  Mentioned .  MS,  208, 498,  575,  670 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Seddon,  James  A.  See  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.;  also  War  Department  C  S 
Seitz,  Charles.  Mentioned . . .  '  248  953 
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Selfridge,  Thomas  O.  Page. 

Appointed  fleet  captain .  146 

Appointed  to  command 

Fifth  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  462 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator .  303 

Correspondence  with 

Banks  N.  P .  64 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  548 

Dana,  N.  J.  T .  534,539 

Glenney,  D.  W .  542,543 

Pease,  W.  S .  80 

Porter,  D.  D .  576 

Smith,  Watson .  96 

Willets,  N.  B .  537 

Mentioned .  19,20,25,31, 


52,  53,  77,  93,  242,  312,  320, 339,  536,  541,  550,  553,  555,  578,  779,  799,  800 


Reports  of. 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  in  collision  with  U.  S.  S.  General 

Price,  March  8,  1864 .  18 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  285 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler .  537, 543 

Red  River  Campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  49,65,80,143,145 

Trans-Mississippi  Department,  C.  S.  Efforts  of  Confederates  in,  to 

cross  Mississippi  River .  517,  522 

Sells,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  320 

Sells,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  564 

Senate,  TJ.  S.  Proceedings  in,  regarding  seizure  of  cotton  during  Red  River 

expedition .  293 

Sengteller,  B.  B.  Mentioned .  711 

Sentell,  William  H.  Mentioned .  101  133 

Sessions,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  805 

Seventh  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing . .  318, 330 

Phelps,  S.  L.,  detached  from .  558 

Townsend,  Robert,  appointed  to  command .  559, 562, 573 

Shaler,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  757 

Shallenberger,  George  W.  Mentioned . - .  419 

Shankland,  William  F.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw .  302 

Sharpe,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  I13 

Shaw,  Robert  P.  Mentioned .  473,504 

Shawneetown,  HI. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

*  Communications  from 

Heintzelman,  S.  . .  509 

Kemper,  A.  . .  509 

Lathrop,  S.  . .  520 

Pennock,  A.  . .  520 

Orders  and  instructions  of  A.  M.  Pennock .  509, 510 

Reports  of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  509 

Pennock,  A.  . .  272,513 

Shirk,  James  . .  510 

Protection  of.  Request  of  Aaron  B.  Stout  et  &1. ....  v  *  265 
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Sheftall,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  116 

Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Correspondence  with  N.  B.  Buford .  807 

Mentioned .  389, 406, 411, 414, 416, 418, 

419, 422, 423, 425^30, 453, 461, 464, 468, 470, 480, 494, 521, 526-532, 565 
Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  and  engagements  at  Clarendon, 

Ark.,  June  24-25,  1864 .  431-433 

Shelley  Island,  Cumberland  River.  Engagement  at,  June  3, 1864.  Reports 
of 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  ggg 

Watson,  Jos . ggg 

Shepley,  George  F.  Mentioned . 230 

Sherman,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  J.  G.  Mitchell . 731 

Mentioned .  1^2  741 

Sherman,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  S. 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Brayman,  M .  213,  230)  232 

Donaldson,  J.  L .  382,485,491 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  2g0 

Pennock,  A.  M . . . ”211,' 268,' 278,  605 

if t6r’  D  ’  D  ’  -  *  — . - .  41, 56, 57, 90, 368, 567, 568 

at  Thomf8’  G-  H . ----- . . .  589,  604,  619,  680 

Mentioned .  7, 18,  20, 23-25, 30, 45, 46, 55,  95, 164, 195,  204, 

_  245, 272,  274, 279, 295, 297, 334, 405, 462, 494, 508, 627, 628,  674, 684,  704 

Special  field  orders .  ^§2 

Sherwin, - .  Mentioned . 602 

Shields,  Michael.  Mentioned .  cy 

Shirk,  J ames  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Brayman,  M . 

Bryant,  J.  L .  . 4 

Gresham,  W.  Q .  ’ 

Lee8SEpM . ; .  585,610,615,616 

O’Neil'  a"e .  ’  6°6, 616’  617)  632’ 633’  720>  733 

Smith,  T.  E .  ’  f 0 

Thomas,  G.  H . ‘ i* .  606 

Mentioned. .  .  22,  90, 178, 195,  202,  203,  211, 214,  215, 268, 272-274, 

273’  HI'  285’  287>  300>  312>  320,  337,  381,  392,  394,  395,  490,  491,  502, 
Reports  of  ’  ’  ’  603’  611’  612’  619’ 627>  631>  633)  634’  693’  706>  717>  731>  750 

Ninth  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Affairs  in _ 

Paducah,  Ky.  . 

CrSr  f  ViCiUTTy  ef .  216>  217’  227>  229>  244>  334,  362 

C  ooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in  repulse  of 

attack  upon,  March  25,  1864 .  1Q_ 

Johnsonville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  and  destVucti'on  of  U.'  S .  steamers 

ndme,  Tawah,  Key  West,  Elfin,  and  transports,  November  4 
1864 .  ’ 

.  610,615 
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Shirk,  James  W. — Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued.  Page. 

Ohio  River.  Operations  on .  510 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss.  Burning  of  property  at,  March  4,  1864 -  9 

Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Operations  on .  628, 630 

Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  July  25,  1864 .  489 

Shoak,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  799 

Shoemaker,  Howell.  Mentioned .  778 

Shreveport,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  123 

Shreveport,  La. 

Affairs  at.  Communication  from  E.  R.  S.  Canby .  444 

Fitting  out  of  torpedo  boats  at.  Communication  from  D.  D.  Porter .  438 

Shill tice,  Simon.  Mentioned .  236 

Sibyl,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  325,  330, 459, 467, 468, 478, 555, 557, 693, 718, 731, 741, 750, 758 

Orders  for  movements .  460, 578, 719 

Sickles,  Mr.  Mentioned .  192 

Sickles,  Daniel  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Pennock,  A.  M . - .  272 

President,  U.  S .  351 

Mentioned .  285 

Signal,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  8). 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  66, 

88, 112-114, 116-118, 120-122, 126, 127, 134, 161, 172, 174, 175 

Loss  of,  during  engagement  on  Red  River,  La.,  May  5,  1864 .  112- 

124, 127,  134, 172, 174 

Mentioned . : .  185,  206, 237,  239, 242, 261,  772,  782,  785 

Signals.  Correspondence  regarding .  209, 312, 330,  715,  742,  752 

Silver  Cloud,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  28). 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  S.  Osage,  aground  on  Helena  Bar .  336, 339 

Condition  of .  362,  263 

Mentioned .  220,237,240,288,318, 

320, 330,  340, 413, 414, 420, 429, 453, 467, 471,  502, 555, 558,  693,  731,  750 

Operations  at  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  April  13,  1864 .  221,225,231,232,234 

Silver  Lake,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  23). 

Cooperation  with  Federal  forces  against  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  3-16, 

. .  641-643, 649-651, 659 

Mentioned .  207,216, 

217, 228,  318, 320,  330, 387,  391, 512,  532, 533, 555, 673,  693,  731, 750,  758 

Operations  in  Cumberland  River .  332 

Orders  for  movements .  399 

Silver  Wave,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  HI,  122, 130, 211,  772 

Simmes’  house.  Mentioned .  155 

Simmesport,  La.  Capture  of  Confederate  battery  near,  June  8,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Chillicothe .  779 

Reports  of 

Bennett,  . .  3^ 

Faries,  T.  A .  3^9 

Porter,  D.  . .  369 

Ramsay,  F.  M . -  *  -  - .  399 

Simpson,  James  H.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Heintzelman .  373,  509 


*  Formerly  Hartford,  which  see. 

102008° — n  w  r — vol  26 — 13 - 57 
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Simpson,  William.  Mentioned .  113 

For  correspondence  as  aid-de-camp  with  Porter,  see  Banks,  N.  P. 

Sims,  Clifford  S.  Mentioned .  429,  807 

Sims,  Henry.  Mentioned .  426 

Sinclair,  William.  Report  of  operations  on  Tennessee  River,  October  28  to 

November  5,  1864 .  624 

Singer,  E.  C.  Mentioned .  184, 187-189, 191, 192 

Sioux  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130,  778,  779 

Sioux  City,  Steamer,  Master  of.  Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese  . . .  150 

Siren,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  273,  317,  320,  326, 329, 486, 491,  516, 555,  557,  693,  731,  750 

Orders  for  movements .  555 

Sixth.  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  318  330 

Operations  in . . .  331, 335, 383, 406-408, 446, 465*  470 

Townsend,  Robert,  appointed  to  command .  559 

Skelding,  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  253 

Skipwith,  Henry.  Mentioned .  292 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter .  333 

Reports  of 

Osband,  E.  D .  702 

Owen,  E.  K .  333, 406, 446, 470, 471, 485,  518 

Burning  of  property  at,  March  4,  1864.  Reports  of 

Pennock,  A.  M .  0  278 

Shirk,  J.  W.,  et  al .  '  ’  9 

Slade,  Edward  P.  Mentioned .  *”  g4 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Greer,  J.  A . ; .  47fi 

Hoel,  W.R . 479 

Owen,  E.  K .  36g 

*  ^®ntio^e? .  258. 280,  283, 327, 341, 342,  357,  365,  377,' 408,' 475, 478 

Smedley,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  90n 

Smith,  Arthur  A. 

Correspondence  with  G.  H.  Thomas .  647  648 

Mentioned . **.'."***"* . 66l’  666 

Reports  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Clarksville.  Tenn  .  am  c-q 

Smith,  Andrew  Joy.  .  ’ 

Correspondence  with 

Moore,  J.  B .  ... 

Porter>  D-  D . 34  54 

Mentioned. . .  25, 28, 30-32, 41, 42, 44-46,  48, 

51,  55-59,  62,  90-95,  97, 98, 100, 101, 110, 142, 153-158, 284, 327, 337,  357, 
c  •«.  ,  364, 368,  389, 462,  519,  529,  635,  647,  669,  679,  681,  682,  779,  782,  804,  807 

Smith,  Charles  B.  For  correspondence  as  Aid-de-Camp,  see  Brayman,  M. 

Smith,  D.  A.  Mentioned . 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.  128 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  S.  B . 

Harrison,  I.  F .  ^ 

Logan,  G,  W . ^ 


♦Formerly  White  Kose. 
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Smith,  E.  Kirby — Continued. 

Correspondence  with — Continued.  [Page. 

Marshall,  W.  E .  164 

President,  C.  S .  695 

Rives,  A.  L .  191 

Taylor,  R .  162, 163, 165, 166, 168-173, 263, 808 

Mentioned .  99, 368, 403, 406, 492, 627,  687, 803 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned . 359,360 

Smith,  James  (Quarter  gunner).  Mentioned .  419 

Smith,  James  A.  Mentioned .  677 

Smith,  John  Blair.  Mentioned .  192 

Smith,  John  W.  Mentioned .  419 

Smith,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  772 

Smith,  Melancton.  Mentioned .  325 

Smith,  Morgan  E. 

Correspondence  with  R.  Townsend .  703 

Mentioned .  704 

Smith,  Peter.  Mentioned .  15 

Smith,  Robert.  Mentioned .  419 

Smith,  S.  S.  Mentioned .  253 

Smith,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  689 

Smith,  Thomas  E. 

Correspondence  with 

McDonald,  J.  A .  200 

South,  Perry .  201 

Wise,  John .  200 

Mentioned .  198, 203, 228, 320, 555, 665,  666, 693, 731,  750 

Reports  of. 

Paducah,  Ky.  Cooperation  of  U.  S.  steamers  Peosta  and  Paw  Paw  in 

repulse  of  attack  upon,  March  25,  1864 .  199 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss.  Burning  of  property  at,  March  4,  1864 _  9 

Smith,  Thomas  Kilby. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  44,  90 

Mentioned .  32,51,54,55,60-62,93 

Smith,  Watson. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  154 

Breese,  K.  R .  152 

Johnston,  J.  V .  68, 88, 89,  91 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  96 

Mentioned .  77, 151, 312, 319, 445, 777,  778,  781 

Reports  of. 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  286 

Red  River  campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  88, 

112, 124, 129, 138, 150, 153-158 

Smith,  William.  Mentioned .  177 

Smith,  William  F.  Mentioned .  419,426 

Smith’s  plantation.  Mentioned . . .  804, 806 

Smithland,  Ky.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee .  671 

Report  of  Henry  P.  Reed .  671 

Snead,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned .  190 

Snoddy,  G.  W.  Mentioned .  40, 307 

South,  Perry.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Peosta  in  defense  of 

Paducah,  Ky.,  March  25,  1864 .  201 
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Page. 

Southwester,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  129,774,778,793 

Sovereign,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,  326 

Sower,  Charles.  Mentioned .  370 

Spalding,  George.  Report  of  operations  at  Florence,  Ala.,  December  27, 

1864 .  676 

Special  orders. 

Confederate .  190 

Union .  382,715 

Speed,  Frederic.  Correspondence  with  J.  W.  McMillan .  138 

Spiegel,  Marcus  M.  Mentioned .  123 

Spooner,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned .  390, 391 

Report  of  seizure  of  horses  at  Maysville,  Ky .  389 

Springfield,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  22). 

Engagement  at  Shelley  Island,  Cumberland  River,  June  3,  1864 .  358 

Mentioned .  217, 318,  320, 330,  387, 512,  555,  641,  650,  653,  659,  693,  750,  758 

Orders  for  movements .  73I 

Springfield,  HI.,  Clerk  of  U.  S.  District  Court  at.  Correspondence  with 

A.  M.  Pennock .  757 

Springfield,  Ill.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court  at.  Correspondence  with 

Pennock,  A.  M .  515 

Porter,  D.  D . - .  35,394 

Stafford,*  General.  Mentioned .  103  105 

Stanley,  David  S.  Mentioned .  587,  620 

Stanly,  Fabius.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  577 

Stansbury,  Alfred  E.  Mentioned .  443 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  See  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.;  also  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Starlight,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130 

Starr,  Job  V.  Mentioned .  759 

Stebbins,  De  Wayne.  Mentioned .  792 

Steedman,  James  B.  Mentioned .  620,670,674,676  681 

Steele,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  G.  W .  472 

Bache,  G.  M .  416,  429)  430 

Banks,  N.  P .  99 

Buford,  N.  B .  4^7 

Clayton>  P . ’494,  505 

Grace,  J.  R .  48o,  52g 

Phelps,  S.  L .  389,  461)  470)  4g2j  532 

Mentioned .  jq  44 

42, 45-48,  63,  64, 90,  95, 147,  288,  296,  322,  414,  420,  422,  423,  427-431* 
445,  447,  455,  458,  464,  468,  478,  484,  527,  528,  534,  578,  579,  696,  808 
Steele,  William.  Mentioned .  4gg  473 

Stephens,  Mittie,  Steamer.  See  Mittie  Stephens,  Steamer. 

Stepney,  John.  Mentioned .  426 

Stevens,  Sylvanus  H.  Correspondence  with  I.  P.  Williams .  604 

Stevens,  Walter  H.  Report  of  merits  of  Singer’s  torpedo .  189 

Stevenson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  4g3 

Stewart,  Captain.  Mentioned .  87  ‘ 

Stewart,  Mr.  Mentioned .  239 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  313 


♦Unidentified. 
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Stibbs,  J ohn  H.  Report  of  condition  of  affairs  at.  post  at  mouth  of  White  Page. 

River,  Ark .  321 

Stillman,  C.  H.  Mentioned .  273 

Stoddard,  James.  Mentioned .  14,15 

Stoddard,  William  O.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  379 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  G.  L .  20 

Porter,  D.  D .  40,159 

Mentioned .  48 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Banks,  N.  P. 

Stone,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Thomas,  G.  II. 

Stone,  John  T.  Mentioned .  253 

Stone  River,  Steamer. 

Mentioned . 590 

Operations  in  Tennessee  River .  593, 594,  596-598 

Stoughton,  Seth.  Mentioned .  383 

Stout,  Aaron  B.  Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  265 

Strange,  John  P.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Forrest,  N.  B. 

Strong,  L.  W.  Mentioned .  86 

Stroud,  R.  J.  Mentioned .  505 

Stuart,  Mr.  Mentioned . - .  181 

Sullivan,  James.  Mentioned . 116 

Sultana,  Steamer.  Mentioned . j .  185 

Sunflower  River,  Miss.  Reconnoissance  of.  Report  of  Thomas  McElroy..  182 

Sunnyside,  Ark.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  E.  K.  Owen .  339,  357, 364 

Sunnyside,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  444 

Superior,  Steamer. 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  battery,  at  Tunica  Bend .  311 

Mentioned .  89,261 

Supplies. 

Shipment  of,  over  Illinois  Central  Railroad .  735 

System  of,  in  Mississippi  Squadron . 756 

Surget,  Eustace.  Mentioned .  166 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Taylor,  R. 

Swaney,  John.  Mentioned .  320,554,693,731,749 

Swartz,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782 

Swear,  Alonzo  J.  Mentioned .  121 

Sweden,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  350 

Swendson,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  563,565 

Mentioned .  489, 692, 730, 749 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo .  565 

Swift  &  Co.  Mentioned .  295 

Swords,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock .  498 

Mentioned .  509 

Szymanski,  Ignatius.  Mentioned .  548 

Tabor,  Stephen  W.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  454 

Tacker,  F.  M.  Mentioned . 184 

Talisman,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  21 
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Tallahatchie,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  46).  page_ 

Cooperation  of,  in  Red  River  expedition,  etc .  106, 126, 127, 150 

Mentioned .  21 

Tanner,  Stanley.  Mentioned .  372 

Tansil,  Egbert  E.  Mentioned .  400 

Tarbell,  S.  C.  Mentioned . 116 

Tate  Brothers  &  Co.  Mentioned .  549 

Tatum,  J.  A.  Mentioned . 7. .  581 

Tawah,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  29). 

Loss  of,  near  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  November  4,  1864 .  609-628,  683,  687 

Mentioned .  228, 244, 318, 320, 330, 395, 555,  582,  607,  685,  693 

Taylor,  Henderson.  Mentioned .  192 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with 

Brent,  J.  L .  176 

Forrest,  N.  B .  682,683 

Liddell,  St.  John  R .  263 

Smith,  E.  K .  162, 163, 165, 263 

Walker,  J.  G .  163 

General  orders .  166 


Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.  Failure  of  efforts  of  Confederate  troops  to  cross. . .  808 

Red  River  Campaign .  163, 166, 168-174 

Taylor,  S.  L.  Mentioned .  192 

Tecumseh,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  552 

Tempest,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  76g 

Tennant,  William.  Mentioned .  506 


Tennessee  River. 

Construction  of  U.  S.  vessels  on. 

Communications  from 

Sherman,  W.  T .  211,278,286,382 

Dimensions  and  tonnage .  566 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Porter,  D.  D .  405 

Sherman,  W.  T .  gg2 

Reports  of 

Donaldson,  J.  L .  gg2 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  183, 295, 439, 476, 488, 566 

McFarland,  William  D .  366 

Porter,  D.  D .  326 


Operations  on. 

Communications  from 

Donaldson,  J.  L .  4gg 

Granger,  R.  S . '  560 

Gresham,  W.  Q .  262 

McPherson,  James  B .  26“^ 

Porter,  D.  D .  ggg 

Sherman,  W.  T . II "  ’ "  "  "  I  "I  I II II  _268, 567 

Order  of  Robert  Allen .  4gg 


*  Formerly  C.  S.  ironclad  Tennessee. 
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Tennessee  River — Continued. 
Operations  on — Continued. 


Reports  of  Page. 

Brayman,  M .  213 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  338 

Goudy,  Jason .  395 

Lee,  S.  P .  706,  717 

Lyon,  William  P .  568 

O’Neil,  A.  F .  213 

Pennock,  A.  M .  272,  705 


See  also  Naval  operations  in  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  forces  under  Major-General  George  II.  Thomas,  U.  8. 
Army,  opposing  Major-Generals  Hood  and  Forrest,  C.  8.  Army, 
October  10,  to  December  31,  1864,  etc.,  pp.  582-690;  Undine, 
U.  S.  S.,  Sinking  of,  July  25,  1864. 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Batteries:  Rice’s,  685. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Morton’s,  683. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  15th,  685;  26th,  685. 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Cavalry — Regiments:  11th,  621, 
625;  12th,  676;  13th,  215,  224,  231,  235. 


Tennyson,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  102,471 

Tensas,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  39).  Mentioned .  273, 320,  555,  693,  731,  750 

Tenth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  318,  330 

Patrols  of  vessels .  387,  512 

Request  of  Le  Roy  Fitch  for  hospital  boat  for . 553 

Terry,  Silas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  43 

Porter,  D.  D .  574 

Mentioned .  77,88,105,772 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Pratt’s,  804-806;  Valverde  (Nettles’),  167,  169, 
177. 


Cavalry— Regiments:  1st  Partisan  (Lane’s),  175;  2d  Partisan  (Chisum’s), 
175;  2d  (Baylor’s  Arizona  Brigade),  Company  C  (Fry's),  175; 
Company  H  (Calhoun’s),  175,  443;  35th  (Likens’),  173. 


Thatcher,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R . -----  124,299 

Porter,  D.  D .  304 

Mentioned .  25,  77, 298,  320,  554,  692,  731,  749 

Death  of,  on  Raccourci  Island,  La.,  and  operations  in  retaliation.  Re¬ 
ports  of 

Cornwell,  J.  J .  746,  762 

Ullmann,  Daniel .  745 

Report  of  prisoners  captured  by  U.  S.  S.  Gazelle .  442 


Thayer,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  L.  B.  Parsons 

Mentioned . 

Therion,  Slainerlas.  Mentioned . 


328 

327 

772 
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Third  District  Mississippi  Squadron.  Page 

Cornwell,  John  J.,  appointed  to  command .  719 

Disposition  of  vessels .  474,  720 

Foster,  James  P.,  appointed  to  command .  572 

Limits  of,  and  vessels  composing .  317,  329 

Thistle,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 241,501 

Thomas, - .  Mentioned .  712 

Thomas,  Dr.  Mentioned .  333 

Thomas,  General,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Thomas ,  U.  S .  S . 

Thomas,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Croxton,  J.  T .  5gg 

Donaldson,  J.  L .  604,  675,  676 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  606,  640,  645,  646,  652,  653,  657,  663,  668 

Forrest,  M .  591,  5g6,  636,  671 

Glassford,  H.  A .  659 

Granger,  R.  S .  588,590,592 

Greer,  J.  A .  589,590 

Halleck,  H.  W .  638,  674 

Hooker,  Joseph .  276 

Lee,  S.  P .  616, 

631,  632,  635-639,  654-658,  660-662,  664-668,  670-673,  675,  678-680,  717 

Lyon,  W.  P .  592,593 

McConnell,  S.  J .  626 

Pennock.  A.  M .  58S,  596,  606 

Rousseau,  L.  H .  207  566 

Schofield,  J.  M .  ’  537 

Sherman,  W.  T .  619 

Shirk,  J.  W .  606 

Smith,  A.  A .  647-649 

Thompson,  C.  R .  567 

Washburn,  C.  C .  gg9 

Mentioned .  582)  595,  605,  620,  633,  647,  648,  650 

Reports  of. 

Johnsonville,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  and  destruction  of  U.  S. 

gunboats  and  transports,  November  4,  1864 .  619 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Operations  about,  December  13-26,  1864,  including 

battle,  December  15-16,  and  retreat  of  Confederate  forces _ .  659, 

m  .  663, 669, 673-675, 680 

lennessee  River.  Operations  on .  5gg 

Undine,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  in  engagement  at  Paris  Landing,  Tenn. 

October  30,  1864 . -  ’  ^ 

Thomas,  Lloyd. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R . 

Porter,  D.  D . .  . 387 ’4m  411 

Mentioned . ’  ’320 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Hickman,  Ky .  4qq 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned .  . 182  291 

Thomas  E.  Tutt,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  130  774' 7Qf> 

Thomason,  Frank  M.  Mentioned . ’  ’  goo 

Thompson,  Mr.  Mentioned _ 

Thompson,  Albert  !•.  Mentioned '.  1 .7.'.'. ! ! ! : ; ! : ! : ; ; ; ; ;  1 ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ;  ■ 197;  ia,  206 
Thompson,  Andrew.  Mentioned . 

Thompson,  Augustus  F.  Mentioned .... .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  ”  ] ! ! ! ! ! !  1 ! !  *. ! '  195,'  319,'  554,  692 
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Thompson,  Charles  R.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  L.  H.  Rousseau .  567 

Mentioned .  619,621,622,625 

Report  of  operations  on  Tennessee  River .  567 

Thompson,  Edward  T.  Mentioned .  551 

Thompson,  Reginald  H.  Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Prichett .  802 

Thompson’s.  Mentioned .  313 

Thorpe,  John.  Mentioned .  531 

Torpedo  catcher.  Drawing  of. 

Communication  from  William  C.  Hanford .  552 

Reports  of 

Brown,  George  M . . .  569 

Porter,  D.  D .  569 

Torpedoes.  Correspondence  regarding .  165, 

184-192,  313,  438,  516,  524,  525,  569,  706,  707,  709, 712,  727 
Torrence,  Judge,  U.  S.  S.  See  Judge  Torrence,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Townsend,  Robert. 

Appointed  to  command  Sixth  and  Seventh  d  istricts  Mississippi  Squadron .  559,  562 
Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  57,  63, 238 

Ferguson,  W .  413 

Greer,  J.  A .  39,40,238,243,266 

Lee,  S.  P .  709 

Mitchell,  J.  G .  704 

Morgan,  W.  H .  694,700 

Pennock,  A.  M .  705 

Smith,  M.  L .  703 

Washburn,  C.  C .  510, 515,  694, 700 

Watson,  J.  S .  513 

Mentioned .  24, 37, 41, 77, 103, 239, 240, 

242,  244,  249,  261, 269,  271,  280, 301,  319,  320,  336,  441,  554,  558,  560,  692 
Relieved  of  command  of 

First  District  Mississippi  Squadron  and  appointed  to  command  Seventh 

District .  573 

U.  S.  S.  Essex  and  ordered  to  Mound  City-  Ill .  709 

Reports  of. 

Fort  De  Russy,  La. 

Guns  and  ordnance  stores  captured  in .  27 

Test  of  strength  of .  32, 35 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  force  under  Major- 

General  Forrest,  August  22,  1864 .  519 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24,  1864. .  413 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie 
Bird  at,  April  21,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22, 
jgg4 . . .  250, 253, 256 

Trade.  Restriction  of. 

Communications  from 

“Argus” .  457 

Breese,  K.  R . 495 

Buford,  N.  B .  49^ 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  449>  748 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr .  466 

Greer,  James  A .  295 

Kinninment,  D.  L .  449 

Lee,  S.  . .  716 
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Trade — Continued.  ' 

Communications  from— Continued.  Page. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  324,  334,  335, 457 

Phelps,  S.  L .  296 

Porter,  D.  D .  439,454 

Rosecrans,  W.  S .  235,236,266 

Sickles,  D.  E .  351 

Townsend,  Robert .  510 

Newspaper  clipping .  343 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  338 

Greer,  James  A .  3-7,  3i4;  435 

Lee,  S.  P .  729,  731,  761,  766 

Mitchell,  John  G .  434;  731 

Pennock,  A.  M .  501,  704,  705 

Porter,  D.  D .  315,  343-348,  376-378, 408, 413, 439,  443, 705,  716 

Reports  of 

Devoe,  J .  B .  709,750 

Fitch,  Le  Roy .  338,  375 

Foster,  James  P .  492 

Greer,  James  A .  41Q 

Lee,  S.  P .  728,741 

Mitchell,  John  G .  434  733 

Owen,  E.  K .  365’  366 

Phelps,  S.  L .  499 

Porter,  D.  D .  340-351,446,551 

Scott,  John .  4gg 

See  also  Western  waters.  Vessels  captured  on. 

Trans-Mississippi  Department,  C.  S.  Efforts  of  Confederates  in,  to  cross 

Mississippi  River .  543 

517,  522,  534,  627,  640,  672, 695-699, 716-718,  735,’  743,  808 
See  also  Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Reports  and  correspondence  in  the  case  of,  etc. 

Transports  Nos.  4  and  14.  Mentioned . 265 

Treasury,  U.  S.,  Assistant  Special  Agent  of,  for  Leasing  Plantations. 

See  Burnet,  William. 

Treat,  S.  H.  For  correspondence  as  U.  S.  District  judge,  see  Springfield  III. 

Treat,  Samuel  W. 

Correspondence  with  II.  Howland .  093 

Mentioned .  eoo 

Trenaman,  George  R.  Mentioned .  359  360 

Trinity,  La.  Operations  at  and  near.  See  Abstract  logs  of  U.  S.  steamers 
Cricket  and  Lexington,  pp.  780,  781,  788. 

Trott,  S.  G.  Mentioned .  ^ 

Trussell,  Orlando  S.  Mentioned .  772 

Tully,  William.  Mentioned .  9 

Tunica  Bend,  La. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  and  instructions  of  K.  R.  Breese .  288  291  °99 

Reports  of 

Brown,  George  M .  5gg 

Keene,  Henry  T .  gQg 

See  also  Como  Landing,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  1.5-16,  1864 :  Rowe's 
Landing,  La.,  September  2,  1864. 

Attack  upon  steamer  Superior  at,  May  19, 1864.  Report  of  J.  F.  Richardson  311 


INDEX. 


907 


Tunica  Bend,  La. — Continued. 

Torpedoes  placed  in  Mississippi  River  at.  Page. 

Orders  of  S.  P.  Lee .  727 

Reports  of  J.  B.  Devoe .  707, 709,  712,  751 

Tuohy,  James.  Mentioned .  693,731,750 

Turpin,  W.  G.  Report  of  merits  of  Singer’s  torpedo .  189 

Tuscumbia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned.  21, 280,  318, 320, 326, 330, 459, 555, 693,717,  731,  750 
Tutt,  Thomas  E.,  Steamer.  See  Thomas  E.  Tutt,  Steamer. 

Tuttle,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Greer .  270 

Mentioned .  437 

Tyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  near  Island  No.  68,  Mississippi  River .  721 

Mentioned .  263,  264, 288,  318,  320, 324, 330, 392-394, 403, 407, 438, 447, 

454, 461, 464, 467-469, 471, 495, 520, 553, 555,  558,  693, 731, 750, 753,  791 
Operations  in  White  River  and  engagement  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24, 

1864 .  413,  414, 416,  418, 419, 422^29,  433 

Orders  for  movements .  559 

Ullmann,  Daniel.  Reports  of 

Red  River  campaign.  Cooperation  of  gunboats  in .  123 

Thatcher,  Charles.  Death  of,  and  proposed  measures  of  retaliation -  745 

TJndine,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  55). 

Attack  upon,  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  October  10,  1864 . . , -  582-587 

Capture  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  October  30,  1864 .  598-605, 

620,  621,  624,  627,  683,  685,  686,  706 

Destruction  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  November  4,  1864 .  609, 

610,  613,  622,  624-628,  687 

Mentioned .  273, 287, 300, 317, 320, 330, 394, 555,  607, 612, 615-618, 682,  693,  718 

Sinking  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  July  25,  1864 .  489-491 

Union,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  515> 524 

Uniontown,  Ky. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  Le  Roy  Fitch . _ -  433 

Outrages  committed  by  negro  troops  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  Le  Roy  I  itch  384 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Colored.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  6th,  215,  224,  235. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  2d,  Battery  A,  625. 

Infantry — Regiments:  12th,  621,  625;  13th,  621,  625;  47th,  256;  57th,  526, 

61st,  582,  585;  73d  (1st  Corps  d’Afrique),  123;  92d,  123;  100th, 

621,  625. 

Universe,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  707’  709>  779 

Usher,  John  P.  For  correspondence  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  see  Interior 

Department,  U.  S. 

V.  F.  Wilson,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  218, 242, 251,  261, 280,  296, 301, 302, 539,  /99 

Van  Court,  B.  P.  Correspondence  with  S.  Price . - .  809 

Van  Duzer,  John  C.  Report  of  operations  near  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  and 

destruction  of  U.  S.  gunboats  and  transports,  November  4,  1864.  620 

Van  Pelt,  Elbert  C.  Mentioned .  320>  555>  693>  731>  750 

Vanzandt,  A.  Mentioned .  772 

Veatch,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  J.  II.  Howe . ''' 

Mentioned .  198’ 199, 204, 2U’  213 

Venus,  Steamer. 

Burning  of,  November  4,  1864 .  610,  6  ,  685 , 

Capture  of,  in  Tennessee  River,  October  30, 1864 .  G03^’ 

p  ’  620, 621, 624, 682, 685, 686 
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Venus,  Steamer — Continued. 

Mentioned .  625,684 

Recapture  of,  November  2,  1864 .  607,  609,  613,  615,  624,  626.  682,  686 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  James  A.  Greer .  270 

Orders  of  Robert  Townsend .  267 

Reports  of 

Greer,  James  A .  269, 280 

Porter,  D.  D .  341 

Cruise  from,  to  Cairo,  Ill.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps .  287 

Victory,  U.  S.  S.  (No.  33).  Mentioned .  217, 228,  229,  318,  320, 

330, 358, 387, 390, 499,  509,  512,  520,  555,  611,  629,  691,  693,  731,  750,  758 

Vincent,  Freeman.  Mentioned .  796 

Vincent,  William  G.  Mentioned .  170 

Vindicator,  U.  S.  ram. 

Condition  of .  300 

Cooperation  with  Army  force  in  destruction  of  bridge  over  Big  Black 

River,  Miss.,  November  27,  1864 .  743-745 

Gorringe,  Henry  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  O.  Selfridge  of  command .  578 

Mentioned .  178,  239, 242,  285, 320, 326,  330, 

369, 463,  517,  534,  537,  539,  542,  543,  547,  548,  555,  693,  720,  731,  750,  801 

Operations  at  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  vicinity . _ . .  522 

Orders  for  movements .  240  243  723 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  appointed  to  command.. .  303 

Virginia,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  509  512  748 

Vivian,  Alice,  Steamer.  See  Alice  Vivian,  Steamer. 

Volunteer,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned.  . .  183, 184, 198, 215, 510,  514,  516,  521,  556,  557,  634,  721 

Operations  in  defense  of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  April  14,  1864 .  216,  218, 220 

Orders  for  movements .  633 

Voorhees,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  35  igQ 

Voinche,  Auguste.  Mentioned .  40  41  307' 320 

W.  C.  Mann,f  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ’  ’495 

W.  L.  Ewing,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  129  150 

W.  R.  Arthur,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  otcc  q'm’  aa.7 

Waddell,  Mr.  Mentioned . ’  471 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  273  274 

Wade,  James  F.  Mentioned .  ’  123 

Wagner,  George  D.  Mentioned .  537 

Wagner,  William.  Mentioned .  319,  554,  692,  730,  749 

Waites,  W.  Thomas.  Mentioned .  253 

Wales,  James  It.  Mentioned .  g5 

Walker,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  3-^3 

Walker,  John  G.  (C.  S.  Army). 

Mentioned . . .  25,  28, 31, 173, 182,  549,  695,  698 

Report  of  Red  River  Campaign .  I63 

Walker,  John  G.  (U.  S.  Navy).  Mentioned .  312 

Wallace,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Brayman,  M .  203 

Mason,  W.  F .  202 

Mentioned .  334 


♦May  be  different  steamers  of  same  name. 


t  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Elfin,  which  see. 
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Walt,  Martin,  Steamer.  See  Martin  Walt,  Steamer. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  Page. 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  682,  687 

Hood,  J.  B .  689 

Johnston,  J.  E .  802 

Lyon,  H.  B .  688 

Maury,  D.  H .  810 

Polk,  L .  260 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Buford,  N.  B .  430 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  159, 160, 208,  334, 735 

Porter,  D.  D .  575 

Thomas,  G.  H .  669 

Ward,  Lyman  M.  Mentioned .  529,  530 

Ware,  Kimble.  Mentioned .  248,249,253,257 

Warfield,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  721 

Warfield,  Elisha.  Mentioned .  721 

Warfield,  John  G.  Mentioned . - .  721 

Warfield  plantation.  Mentioned .  505 

Warner,  James  C.  Mentioned . .  198 

Warner,  John,  Steamer.  See  John  Warner,  Steamer. 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Hoge,  G.  B .  586 

Phelps,  S.  L .  528 

Stibbs,  J.  H .  321 

Thomas,  G.  H .  589 

Townsend,  K .  510,515,694,700 

General  orders .  347 

Mentioned .  163, 296, 336, 341, 348, 351, 

352,  368,  377,  393, 431,  434,  439,  458,  482,  517,  519,  584,  721,  728,  757,  758 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi.  Affairs  in .  323 

White  River,  Ark.  Cooperative  movement  up,  August  30-September 

6,  1864 .  527 

Waterproof,  La.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Order  of  James  A.  Greer .  5 

Reports  of. 

Donnelly,  P . 336 

Greer,  James  A .  456 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  317 

Watson,  A.  Eugene.  Mentioned .  22 

Watson,  Buckman.  Mentioned .  254 

Watson,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  397 

Watson,  John  Stoughton. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  G.  0 .  84>85 

Townsend,  . .  313 

Mentioned .  77, 81, 320, 329, 554, 692,  731, 749 

Reports  of. 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  212, 308, 365 

Negroes.  Depredations  committed  by .  177 

Red  River,  La.  Engagement  in,  April  26-27,  1864 .  83 

Watson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  320,  358, 555,  693,  731,  749 

Watson,  Rineck.  Mentioned .  772 
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Wave,  Silver,  Steamer.  See  Silver  Wave,  Steamer.  Page. 

Weaver, - .  Mentioned . . .  267 

Weaver,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned .  604,  620 

Webb,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  163,  540 

Webber,  F.  P.  Mentioned .  711 

Weber,  Judd.  Mentioned .  506 

Webster,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  382,596 

Weldon,  Lawrence.  Mentioned . 409 

Weldon,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  525 

Welles,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  776,778 

Welles,  Gideon.  See  Secretary  of  Navy ,  U.  S.;  also  Navy  Department,  U.S. 

W ells,  Henry  N.  Mentioned .  538, 539,  795,  798, 799, 801 

Wells,  M.  Mentioned . 193 

Wells,  William  R. 

Mentioned . . .  319, 554,  692,  730,  749 

Report  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Red  River  campaign .  116 

Welsh’s  plantation.  Mentioned .  55 

West,  Harry.  Mentioned .  253 

West,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned .  526, 527, 529-531, 772 

West,  Wesley.  Mentioned .  254 

Western  Boatmen’s  Benevolent  Association.  Petition  of,  requesting  ex¬ 
emption  from  conscription  for  its  members .  448, 725 

Western  waters. 

Blockade  of.  See  Trade.  Restriction  of. 

Guerrilla  parties.  Formation  of,  on .  208, 209 

Protection  for  loyal  owners  of  plantations  on .  764 

Vessels  captured  on .  11, 12, 270, 392-394, 515, 521 

Work  performed  by  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  party  on .  284, 307 

Westfall,  Lewis. 

Mentioned .  449 

Report  of  capture  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Queen  City  at  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  24, 1864. .  418 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Return  of  ironclads  from,  to  Mississippi  Squadron .  761,  765 

Transfer  of  ironclads  to,  from  Mississippi  Squadron .  379 

387, 436, 438, 446, 450, 453, 465, 472, 561, 575, 576, 579-581,  627 

Wetmore,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  21, 319, 499,  500 

Wetmore,  N.  D.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  Editors  of  Argus .  224 

Wharton,  John  A. 

General  orders .  ^5 

Mentioned . ; .  3.66, 168,  695, 698 

Wheeler,  Byron  C.  Mentioned .  8q 

Wheeler,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  587  597 

Wheeler,  Martin.  Mentioned .  ’  45 

Whellis,  Adkin.  Mentioned .  254 

Whipple,  William  D.  Mentioned .  " "  654 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Thomas,  G.  H. 
White,  James,  Steamer.  See  James  While,  Steamer. 

White,  M.  Scott.  Mentioned .  732 

White,  Reuben.  Mentioned .  492 

White,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  *  774  798 

White  Cloud,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  *  *  535’  779 

White  Rose,t  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  ’  273 


♦Same  as  C.  S.  S.  William  S.  Webb.  f  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Siren,  which  see. 
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White  River,  Ark. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  page- 

Andrews,  C.  C .  518,  747 

Blackburn,  J.  C.  S .  808 

Buford,  N.  B . : .  402 

Canby,  E.  R.  S .  296,  445 

Carr,  E.  A .  455 

Greer,  James  A .  468 

Lee,  S.  D . 808 

Lee,  S.  P .  735 

Parsons,  Lewis  B . 10 

Phelps,  S.  L .  482 

Porter,  D.  D .  17, 379 

Rogers,  John .  455 

Steele,  Frederick .  472,480 

Orders  and  instructions. 


Greer,  James  A .  469 

Lee,  S.  P .  727, 736 

Pennock,  A.  M .  477,496,503 

Porter,  D.  D .  451 

Reports  of 

Bache,  George  M .  502,521 

Gordon,  George  H .  482 

Hickey,  M .  207, 332 

Mizner,  J.  K .  455 

Owen,  E.  K . 407 

Pennock,  A.  M .  479 

Phelps,  S.  L. . . .  428,  438, 447, 453,  461, 463, 464,  467-469, 471, 478, 484,  494 

Porter,  D.  D .  457 

Rogers,  John . 214 

Stibbs,  John  H . 321 

Assistance  rendered  Army  transports  in,  by  U.  S.  S.  Naumkeag.  Reports  of 

Porter,  D.  D .  386 

Rogers,  John . . . - .  386 

Cooperative  movement  up,  August  30-September  6,  1864. 

Communications  from 


Phelps,  S.  L .  528,532 

Steele,  Frederick .  526 

Orders  and  instructions  of  C.  C.  Andrews .  526,530 

Reports  of 

Andrews,  C.  C .  526,527,531,532 

Graves,  William  H .  529 

Phelps,  S.  L .  528 

Washburn,  C.  C .  527 


Operations  on,  including  skirmish  at  White  River  station,  June  22;  capture 
of  U.  S.  S.  Queen  City  June  24,  and  engagement  of  U.  S.  vessels 
with  force  under  General  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  June  24  and  25, 


1864. 


Casualties .  419, 424, 425, 427 

Communications  from 
Bache,  George  M. 

Phelps,  S.  L . 

Steele,  Frederick. 


.  416 

419, 420 
429,430 
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White  River,  Ark. — Continued. 

Operations  on — Continued.  Page. 

Court  of  enquiry .  421 

Reports  of 

Bache,  George  M .  423, 427 

Booby,  Henry .  415 

Breese,  K.  R .  421 

Buford,  N.  B .  417,430 

Ferguson,  W .  413 

Grace,  John  R .  426, 427 

Pennock,  A.  M .  421 

Phelps,  S.  L .  414,415,418,422,428 

Porter,  D.  D .  417 

Rogers,  John .  425 

Shelby,  Jo.  0 .  431-433 

Townsend,  Robert .  413 

Westfall,  Lewis .  418 

White  River  Station,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  June  22,  1864.  See  White  River, 

Ark.,  operations  in. 

Whitney, - .  Mentioned .  188 

Whitney,  Henry.  Mentioned .  775 

Whitton,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  254 

Wicker,  Frank  N.  Mentioned .  715 

Widow  Reynolds’  Bar,  Tenn.  Capture  of  steamers  Naugatuck  and  Alice  at. 

Report  of  Henry  Howland .  604 

Wigfall,  Louis  T.  Mentioned .  187, 550 

Wiggins,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  776 

Wilcox,  (or  Wilcore),  Winnie.  Mentioned .  546 

Wild,  Edward  N.  Mentioned .  419,807 

Wilder,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  782 

Wilder,  John  T.  Mentioned .  689 

Wilkes,  Perry. 

Medal  awarded,  for  conspicuous  gallantry  on  U.  S.  S.  Signal,  May  5, 1864. .  122 

Mentioned .  H9j  121 

Report  of  conduct  of  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Covington  at  time  of 

her  loss,  May  5,  1864 .  H4 

Willester,  Willis.  Mentioned .  426 

Willets,  Nicholas  B. 

Mentioned .  544,750,769,799,800 

Reports  of. 

Glenney,  Daniel  W.  Case  of,  accused  of  treacherous  conduct  while 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rattler . . 537, 545 

Rattler,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  a  gale,  December  30,  1864 .  770 

William  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  34, 88, 179,  268,  271,  319,  326, 473 

487, 544,  547, 554, 557, 560,  692,  730,  749,  774,  778,  779,  785,  786,  789,  792 

Williams,  August.  Mentioned .  254 

Williams,  Dorthula.  Mentioned .  712 

Williams,  George  A.  Mentioned .  419 

Williams,  Isaac  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.  H.  Stevens .  604 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Dave  Hughes  on  Tennessee  River .  604 

Williams,  Judge.  Mentioned .  333 

Williams,  Mr.  Mentioned .  497 

Williams,  J.  R.,  Steamer.  See  J.  R.  Williams,  Steamer. 
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Page. 

Williams,  James  B.  Mentioned .  620,  624,  658 

Williams,  John  A.  Report  of  merits  of  Singer’s  torpedo .  189 

Williams,  John  B.  Mentioned .  177 

Williamson,  George.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 
Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Williamson,  John  J.  Mentioned .  133 

Williamsport,  La. 

Engagement  at,  September  16,  1864.  Report  of  M.  K.  Lawler . . .  561 

Operations  in  vicinity  of,  in  retaliation  for  death  of  Charles  Thatcher.  745,  746,  762 

Willich,  August.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Heintzelmann .  509 

Willie  Gamage,*  Steamer.  Mentioned. .  764,768 

Willson,  William.  Mentioned .  254 

Wilson,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  453,464 

Wilson,  Byron. 

Appointed  to  command  First  District  Mississippi  Squadron .  573 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R .  239,  240, 269, 283 

Greer,  J.  A .  277 

Spalding,  G .  676 

Mentioned .  25,  77, 

237,  242,  271,  312,  320,  514,  535,  536,  555,  693,  698,  699,  710,  731,  750,  753 
Report  of  difficulty  of  navigation  in  vicinity  of  Island  No.  34,  Mississippi 

River .  502 

Wilson,  D.  C.  Mentioned .  508 

Wilson,  George.  Mentioned .  180 

Wilson,  Henry.  Mentioned .  293,294 

Wilson,  Isaac.  Mentioned . 254 

Wilson,  James  Grant.  Mentioned .  101, 140, 141 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  R.  W.  Johnson .  664 

Mentioned .  638,639,659,669,681 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned .  253 

Wilson,  V.  F.,  Steamer.  See  V.  F.  Wilson,  Steamer. 

Wilson’s  plantation.  Mentioned . 793 

Winnebago,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  127,179,236,273, 

288,  296,  300,  301,  312,  317,  320,  325,  329,  388,  396, 436,  472, 474,  506,  555 

Transfer  of,  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  438, 446, 450, 453 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  4th,  349. 

Infantry — Regiments:  13th,  592;  14th,  530,  531;  43d,  621,  625. 

Wisdom,  Dew  Moore.  Mentioned .  213 

Wise,  John.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Peosta,  defense  of  Paducah,  Ky., 

March  25,  1864 .  200 

'  Wood,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782 

Wood,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  669>  670 

Wood,  William  D.  Mentioned .  386 

Woodford,  Steamer  (M.  M.  B.  hospital).  Mentioned .  39,  774,  781 

Woodruff,  Harry.  Mentioned .  67,703 


*  Known  officially  as  U.  S.  S.  Gamage. 
102008° — n  w  r — vol  26 — 13 - 58 
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Woods,  David  C.  Page, 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Kickapoo . . . . .  462 

Correspondence  with  A.  M.  Pennock . . .  477 

Mentioned .  554,  693 


Woods,  George.  Mentioned . 

Woodyard,  Lloyd.  Mentioned . 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee. 

Worth,  William  J.  Mentioned . 

Wright,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with  K.  R.  Breese . 

Mentioned . . . 

Reports  of. 

Avenger,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . 

Bruinsburg,  Miss.  Captures  made  opposite _ 

Wright,  John  A.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant 
Cruft,  Charles. 

Yeatman,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned . 

Yoist,  John.  Mentioned . 

Yorgan,  John.  Mentioned . 

Yorke,  P.  Jones.  Mentioned . 

Young,  Henry  M.  Mentioned . 

Young,  John  T.  Mentioned . 

Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 


. 237 

.  84 

. . .  707 

.  27 

.  104,125,152,243,282 

124,  242,  319,  554,  692,  730,  749 

.  180,206 

.  734 

Adjutant-General,  see 


.  341 

.  174 

.  253 

.  758 

.  427 

224,  233,  234 


Communications  from 


Greer,  James  A .  47g 

Rodgers,  H.  C .  479 

Order  of  James  A.  Greer .  475 

Report  of  James  A.  Greer .  473 


Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Petrel  and  Prairie  Bird  at,  April  21,  and  capture 
of  U.  S.  S.  Petrel,  April  22,  1864. 

Communications  from 


McArthur,  J . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Scofield,  H . 

Itinerary  of  district  of  Vicksburg  for  April,  1864 

Order  of  Thomas  McElroy . . 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Wirt . 

Chambers,  J.  W . 

Flanigan,  M.  E . 

Greer,  James  A . 

Lee,  S.  P . ' '  ’ ' 

McElroy,  Thomas . . 

Pennock,  A.  M . 

Polk,  L . 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Radabaugh,  George . 

Townsend,  Robert . 

Operations  at,  March  5,  1864. 


.  247 

.  257 

.  255 

-  -  .  259 

.  255 

• 

.  259,260 

.  254 

.  252,253 

.  257,280 

.  249 

.  246,248 

.  257 

.  260 

.  249 

.  256 

250,  253,  256,  267 


Order  of  E.  K.  Owen. 
Reports  of 

Coates,  J.  H . 

Gibson,  Thomas.. 
McElroy,  Thomas 
Porter,  D.  D . 


15 

16 
15 
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